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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tergiversate – To desert a cause
2. Sapient – Wise; knowing
3. Terebinth – A small European tree

of the sumac family. Turpentine tree.
4. Debullition – Boiling over

RELICTION
1. Land left uncovered by the reces-

sion of the sea
2. A separation or passing through
3. Ignoring; neglecting
4. Deception; sleight of hand

RECTIROSTRAL
1. Having the breadth of the cranium

greater than the length
2. Having the back below in swim-

ming, as certain insects
3. Having a straight bill or beak
4. A leaning to the right

DEAVE
1. To confuse or stun with noise
2. To understand or perceive
3. To belittle or humble
4. To run abandon; decamp

BOREEN
1. A hard, brittle biscuit
2. Wetland; bogs
3. A soluable poison formed in the

putrefaction of blood and other protein
matter

4. A lane leading from the main road

Several months ago, I introduced the
Town of Westfield’s new Traffic Educa-
tion and Monitoring (T.E.A.M.) program.
T.E.A.M. is a comprehensive program
that coordinates and centralizes all issues
concerning Westfield traffic safety. One
T.E.A.M. aspect that we initiated was the
Citizen Speed Watch program. This pro-
gram enables police-trained citizens to use
Westfield radar units to record the speed of
vehicles in residential neighborhoods and
school zones. These citizens, working in
pairs, record the license plate numbers of
speeding vehicles. Registered vehicle
owners of those vehicles receive a letter
from the police department informing them
of the time, date, location and recorded
speed of their vehicles.

No tickets or official warnings will be
issued nor will there be any citizen/viola-
tor contact. However, these letters will be
a tool for the police department to increase
motorists’ awareness of the dangers of
speeding, particularly in residential and
school zones.

In December, three members of
Westfield’s B.R.A.K.E.S Group tested the
Citizen Speed Watch program.
B.R.A.K.E.S. is a pedestrian advocacy
group that educates and raises awareness
about pedestrian safety issues. The volun-
teers ran radar in three locations- near an
elementary school, an intermediate school
and a busy residential street. In just over
two hours these volunteers recorded al-
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WF Council Column

The T.E.A.M. Program,
Traffic Education & Monitoring

most thirty speeding vehicles. In these
school and residential zones, twenty-one
vehicles exceeded the speed limit by 10-15
mph and five vehicles by over 15 mph.
Sixty percent of the vehicles were
Westfield-registered vehicles.

The owners of these speeding vehicles
received a letter which politely reminded
them that “speed limits are established to
provide the greatest possible safety to all
individuals living along and using the
streets…in the interest of traffic safety and
neighborhood tranquility, we share their
concern and encourage you, and hope you
will encourage other drivers of your ve-
hicle to exercise additional caution when
traveling on neighborhood streets.”

There are currently six Westfield resi-
dents trained to participate in the Citizen
Speed Watch program. However, many
more have showed a sincere interest to
participate in this educational program.
This interest reinforces the need for the
Town of Westfield to continue our efforts
to control speeding via increased enforce-
ment, engineering and education.

In the interest of traffic safety and neigh-
borhood tranquility, the Citizen Speed
Watch program will be used extensively
this year. If you would like to participate in
this program, please contact Westfield
Police Officer Lisa Perrotta, who is the
team leader, by calling the 24 hour
T.E.A.M hotline at (908) 789-6039. I
hope you have a safe and tranquil 2004.

N.J.’s Domestic Partnership Bill:
Fairness or Cost and Litigation?

Boy Scout Suggest a
Skateboard Park

I am writing to you on behalf of the
skateboarders in Westfield. The town
complains of skaters destroying steps of
businesses and churches plus handrails
in the downtown.

Westfield police bust skaters for riding
on sidewalks and skating by the train
station. I myself am a skater and have
had been told by police to get off my
board and walk on the sidewalks — or
that I cannot skate in most places. The
only place you can skate is where the
police do not appear.

I believe that Westfield should ac-
quire a skate park. If my fellow skaters
and I had a skate park, not only would
there be less destruction of rails and
steps, but the people would become
healthier and more fit. This would hap-
pen because the skate park would en-
courage more people to skate.

Skating is a good source of exercise. I
believe Westfield should acquire a skate
park to help the younger people of the
town and the older people.

I am 14 years of age, and I am writing
this for a Boy Scout merit badge require-
ment.

Eric Courtney
Westfield

Fanwood Borough 2004 Appointments
The following appointments were

made on January 4, 2004 for the Bor-
ough of Fanwood.

Administrator; Eleanor McGovern:
Chief Financial Officer; Barbara
Brennan: Borough Attorney; Dennis
Estis: Borough Engineer; Richard
Marsden: Municipal Judge; Douglas
Hansen: Borough Prosecutor; Andrew
Baron: Deputy Borough Prosecutor;
Gail Ellington Jackson: Public De-
fender; Kelly Waters: Court Admin-
istrator; Patricia Lusardi: Deputy
Court Administrator; Sharon Iras:
Tax Collector; Colleen Huehn: Tax
Assessor; Michael Rossi: Public
Agent; Eleanor McGovern: Official
Assessment Searcher;  Eleanor
McGovern: Official Tax Searcher;
Colleen Huehn: Police Chief; Donald
Domanoski: Fire Chief; Richard
Regenthal: Officer in Charge Bureau;
Thomas Scalera: Fire Prevention/
Deputy Chief; Thomas Scalera: Fire
Official; John A. Meyer: Collections
Systems Operator; Nancy Koederitz:
Zoning Officer; Nancy Koederitz:
Public Officer; Eleanor McGovern:
Personnel Director ;  Katherine
Mitchell: Municipal Alliance Repre-
sentatives; Donald Domanoski: Con-
struction Official; Bruce Helmstetter:
Building Sub Code Official; Bruce
Helmstetter: Building Inspector;
Bruce Helmstetter: Fire Sub Code Of-
ficial; Frank Oberlies: Plumbing Sub
Code Official; Christian Jessen: Re-
cycling Coordinator ;  Raymond
Manfra: Fanwood’s Special Officers;
George Germinder: Jack Ross:
Fanwood School Crossing Guards;
Howard Drewes, Agnes DiDario, Alan
Krey, Sigmund Mruczinski, Bill Dow,
Vincent Krey, Marge Pate: Subs;

George Germinder, Lynn Sorf, Kathleen
Sblendorio: Registered Nurse;
Katherine Mitchell: Mayor’s Appoint-
ments of Members of Boards and Com-
missions; Assessment Commission;
Joseph Nagy, George Weiss, William
Populus: Environmental Commission;
Gary Szelc, Chair, Dean Talcott, Elaine
Vuono, Thomas: Planning; Nancy
Koederitz, Peter Sales, Matt Glennon,
Joseph Higgins, Daniel Zuker, Dale
Flowers, Rosemary Tobey: Shade Tree
Commission; Jeanne Kavinski, Betty
Lafayette, Bud Colombo, Steve Falco,
Chair: Library Board of Trustees
Mayor’s Representative, Stuart Kline:
Shared Services Coordinating Coun-
cil; Mayor Colleen Mahr, Michael
Brennan, Andrew Calamaras: Union
County Community Development
Revenue Sharing Committee; Mayor
Colleen Mahr, Alternate William
Populus, Council’s Representative
Llewyellen Fisher: Raritan Valley Rail
Coalition; Harry McNally: Solid Waste
Advisory Council; Raymond Manfra,
Robert Sommerich Alternate: Union
County Air Traffic and Noise Advi-
sory Committee; Lynn Brown: Union
County Cultural and Heritage Pro-
grams; Adele Kenny: Cultural Arts
Committee; Adele Kenny, Chair, Seena
Allen, Robert Chang, Carol Oakes, Dan
Weiss, Melinda Persaud, Pamela Sayles,
Tom Plante, Regina Tenzer, Faith
Grobman, Raj Dogra, Agnes Snead,
Kathy Mattimore: Communications/
Volunteerism/TV 35 Committee;
Seena Allen, Peter Billson, Victoria
Cook, Charles Cooper, Laurie Feinberg,
Sherman Feller, Thomas Jedic,
Marianne Kranz, Mary Ann Kuhn,
Donna Dolce, Council Liason, Joseph
Nagy, David Pickering, Robert

Sommerich, Candace Waller, George
Weiss: Administration and Finance
Committee; Donna Dolce, Chair, Ad-
ministration/Volunteerism, Donna
Dolce, Communications; Katherine
Mitchell, Shared Services, Andrew
Calamaras: Public Safety Committee;
Katherine Mitchell, Chair, Police De-
partment Judicial, Katherine Mitchell,
Fire Department, Michael Brennan,
Rescue Squad, Jack Molenaar: Public
Works Committee; Andrew Calamaras,
Chair, Public Works, Andrew
Calamaras,  Recycling,  Shade Tree
Commission, Stuart Mine, Michael
Brennan: Land Use and Historic Pres-
ervation, Jack Molenaar, Chair, Plan-
ning Board/Zoning/Building Jack
Molenaar, Historic Preservation ,
Katherine Mitchell, Environmental
Commission, Donna Dolce: Recre-
ation and Community Services ,
Michael Brennan, Chair Recreation
Commission, Michael Brennan, Li-
brary Board, Stuart Kline, Senior Citi-
zens, Andrew Calamaras: Health and
Education, Stuart Kline, Chair, Board
of Health/Local Public Assistance,
Stuart Kline, Board of Education,
Donna Dolce: Plainfield Area Regional
Sewerage Authority (PARSA) Jack
Molenaar: Mayor’s Projects, Mayor
Colleen Mahr; Capital Projects, Down-
town/Economic Development: Board
of Health; Thelma Southers, Kathleen
Thomas: Historic Preservation Com-
mission; Craig Schaible, Barbara Cox,
Edward Groskinsky, Carol Oakes: Lo-
cal Assistance Board; Mary Kelley,
Theresa Cosmos: Library Board of
Trustees; Patricia Plante, Elizabeth
Hogan: Recreation Commission; Linda
Caminiti, Chair, Phyllis Mirabella, Jen-
nifer Cooney, George Mahr.

New Jersey Governor James McGreevey signed the
“Domestic Partnership Act” (A3743) into law on Mon-
day. New Jersey joins five other states that have similar
laws. Although not described as “same sex marriage,” the
law provides recognized legal status options for same sex
couples and for couples over 62 years of age.

To summarize matters, the bill states that a significant
number of New Jersey residents live in families in which
the heads of household are unmarried. Despite their
interdependence and mutual commitment, these fami-
lies do not have access to the protections and benefits
offered by the law to married couples; nor do they bear
legal obligations to each other, no matter how interde-
pendent their relationship.

It says that two persons who desire to become domestic
partners may execute and file an Affidavit of Domestic
Partnership with the local registrar if they meet all of the
requirements involving common residence, common
welfare, joint responsible for basic living expenses,
neither is in a marriage, neither is related, both are of the
same sex or are each 62 years of age or older and not of
the same sex, both are at least 18 years of age, neither has
been in a domestic partnership that was terminated less
than 180 days

The bill gives the Superior Court jurisdiction over all
proceedings relating to the termination of a domestic
partnership, including the division of property. It pro-
vides that the termination of a domestic partnership may
be adjudged for the following causes: sexual infidelity,
desertion, extreme cruelty, separation, drug addiction or
drunkenness and imprisonment.

In the case of domestic partners that are not of the same
sex, the partnership will terminate automatically upon
the partners’ entry into a marriage with each other that is
recognized by New Jersey

The bill provides domestic partners with: protection
against discrimination including employment, housing
and credit; visitation rights for a hospitalized partner; the
right to make medical or legal decisions for an incapaci-
tated partner; an additional state income tax personal
exemption and an exemption from the New Jersey trans-
fer inheritance tax on the same basis as a spouse.

The bill also makes health and pension benefits avail-
able to dependent domestic partners, such as: for state
employees eligibility for dependent coverage (Public
Employees, Police and Firemen, Judicial, Teachers, and
State Police. It may also be applied for other public
employees, including counties, municipalities and boards
of education. The added benefits would apply for em-
ployers, if the employer adopts a resolution.

Finally, the bill states that domestic partnership is a
status distinct from marriage. The bill draws two distinc-
tions between each status: (1) property acquired during
a domestic partnership is treated as the property of that
individual, unlike marriage where joint ownership may
arise; and (2) the status of domestic partnership neither
creates nor diminishes rights and responsibilities toward
children, unlike in a marriage both spouses possess legal
rights and obligations with respect to children born
during the marriage.

A summary by the state says that there appears to be
three areas of the bill that impact expenditures: State
employee health benefits would increase by about $5
million annually; The exempt from taxation is estimated
to cost up to about $41 million annually and the cost of
the gross income tax deduction would not appear to be
significant.

We think that this bill has many elements that make
sense such as hospital visitation rights, decision power
on medical and legal issues and non-discrimination
provisions.

Costs And Litigation?
However, it seems like this bill gives a whole new

meaning to “Divorce Court” and may create a broad new
legal mess for a state that already suffers from extreme
litigation and costs.

Further, the state and other government entities keep
piling on costs without the revenue or a plan to pay for
them. The private sector and property owners face a tax

system near collapse. Private businesses and their em-
ployees are struggling desperately with their own uncon-
trolled rising costs of health care insurance. How can
these businesses and employees be expected to under-
take the additional costs of more government benefit
roles and like obligations?

We hope we’re wrong about the scope of the un-funded
costs and about the further spread of litigation. We have
an uneasy “California feeling.”

*****

Of Fairness, Decency and Civility
by FRED ROSSI

It is kind of amusing, but also a bit sad, to listen to some
of the opponents railing against New Jersey’s just-en-
acted Domestic Partnership Act, which enables same-
sex domestic partners to get health insurance, inherit-
ance and hospital-visitation rights. New Jersey is now the
fifth state to formally recognize lesbian and gay relation-
ships in some way, leaving 45 others yet to enter the 21st
century.

While the Act applies to same-sex couples, as well as
heterosexual couples over the age of 62, most of the
attention has, of course, focused on the new rights
accorded gay and lesbian couples. And this is what seems
to irk some of the more narrow-minded among us. The
neo-bigots’ biggest objection to some of the new rights
accorded to same-sex couples is that the institution of
traditional marriage will somehow be threatened.

Most of us undoubtedly know many couples whose
traditional marriage has not survived, and I have never
heard, personally or anecdotally, of a marriage that failed
because of the specter of same-sex marriage or increased
rights for same-sex couples. And I can’t imagine a
healthy marriage suddenly falling apart due to some
“threat” posed by the Domestic Partnership Act or other
similar or wider-ranging legislation. Well before the
drive to accord some rights to same-sex couples, the
divorce rate in America had skyrocketed. Whatever the
reasons for this increase, same-sex couples aren’t one of
them.

It’s amazing to a degree to listen to the self-appointed
experts on how to best preserve American society in a
permanent state where any individual not like them should
be shunned, ignored, closeted and discriminated against.
Their arguments sound familiar to those used in earlier
times by opponents of civil rights legislation, women’s
suffrage, repeal of miscegenation laws and the like.

Gay people didn’t suddenly appear in recent times.
They are just more visible today. Many of us know gay
people, work with them, have them in our family, live
next door to them. Gay people serve in government,
business and even one of the great bastions of intoler-
ance, the church, where the Episcopal Church named a
gay man as bishop. There are more than 18,000 same-sex
households in New Jersey, less than 1 percent of all
households, according to the Census Bureau.

Why are gay couples not permitted to form families
and, if they choose, raise kids? Is there evidence of a
negative effect on children raised in that environment? Is
there evidence that same-sex couples are bad neighbors?
Poor employees? Lousy members of society?

There are costs involved in New Jersey’s new law and
the question must be addressed as to whether the benefits
of the Domestic Partnership Act outweigh its costs. To
me, fairness, decency and civility outweigh any costs.
While private businesses are not being forced to offer
benefits to same-sex partners, it should be noted that
Governing magazine reports that the business commu-
nity backed these new laws because it sees them as
crucial to attracting young and skilled workers that are
needed to compete in today’s economy.

The Declaration of Independence says we are all
endowed with the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness. Everyone has the right to live their lives as
they please and to pursue whatever their version of
happiness many be rather than adhering to some pre-
conceived version set forth by others. Perhaps it’s finally
time for the moral arbiters of society to stop concerning
themselves with how others live their lives.

Are Parking Tickets Taking Priority
Over Pedestrian and Child Safety?

On Tuesday, January 6, 2004 at 4:30
p.m., I stepped out of my parked car to
pick up my three children from CCD at
Holy Trinity School in Westfield. I had
parked my car in the Waterson permit
parking lot that was half full (or half
empty as I would later determine) be-
cause there was no room on the street.

My three children would be coming out
of different doors very shortly, and it is a
very dangerous street for them to cross
alone. I walked across the street to stand on
the sidewalk with the other mothers that
were also picking up their children. Within
a matter of minutes a traffic officer was
ticketing all of us in the lot!

Even after telling him that we were all
standing across the street and just waiting
for our children to come out so that we could
safely get them in our cars, he continued to
give out tickets. He stated that he was just
doing his job and that his sergeant had sent
him to this location at this time.

Was this really necessary? I think not.
At 4:30 p.m., we were not taking up a
commuter space, shopper space or busi-
ness space. We did not go inside the
building — there were no other spaces
available on the street and I had no way

of contacting my children to let them
know that I would be somewhere else.

The officer knew why we were there
and he just kept writing the $30 tickets.
Was it really a parking problem or did he
just make it one? No one needed the space
at that time of the day. Was I parked
illegally? Yes, but I was just trying to
provide a safe crossing for my children.

As we all know, 2003 was a terrible
year for pedestrians. If only the police
had been more interested in safety, this
whole situation would have never have
occurred. If only he had offered to assist
us with crossing our children in lieu of
honing his ticket writing skills against
otherwise law-abiding citizens, this
would never have occurred. If only….

Perhaps we should apply for a bigger
parking lot at Holy Trinity. Perhaps a
little common sense will make it unnec-
essary. So what will happen this week or
the next? Maybe they will be out writing
tickets to jay walking senior citizens,
and we will catch a break.

Parking “More Friendly”? Not in
Westfield and not in 2004.

Patricia C. Kelly
Westfield

Reader Says Arts & Entertainment
Needs Course in Civics and History

I scarcely know where to begin to
comment on Michelle Le Poidevin’s dia-
tribe in the January 8 The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. First, this is not an Arts
and Entertainment piece, but at best an
editorial. More importantly, Ms. Le
Poidevin needs a refresher course in
civics and a history lesson.

Rather than an “overwhelming cap-
ture of the presidency,” George W. Bush
actually received 500,000 fewer votes
than Vice President Gore. Regarding her
comments about civil liberties, what
makes America a great democracy is
that we are allowed to dissent.

This does not make us “ex-Patriots.”
Rather, it’s dictatorships where dissent
is not tolerated. I’d like to paraphrase
Pastor Martin Niemoller, who said that
when the Nazis came for the Jews he said
nothing because he wasn’t Jewish. When
they came for the trade unionists he said
nothing because he wasn’t a trade union-
ist. Eventually, they came for him and
there was no one left to protest!

Civil liberties are an essential part of
our democracy. They protect us from the
tyranny of government that is the sine qua
non of dictatorships. What she describes
as “searches, fingerprinting and wiretap-
ping” are things that are more typical of

the old Soviet Union. Regarding “hug-
ging trees,” I think an increase in the
amount of arsenic, a known carcinogen,
into the atmosphere is something that at
the very least reasonable people can be-
lieve is a bad thing. That’s just one of
many examples of the administration’s
disregard for the environment.

I suppose Ms. Le Poidevin also sub-
scribes to the theory that global warm-
ing is made up. Let’s not even discuss
how the administration has squandered
all of the sympathy America had around
the world after September 11, or how
we have abrogated any treaty that we
signed that we decided we no longer
liked.

Surely Ms. Le Poidevin should ac-
knowledge that ignoring a signed agree-
ment does not reflect well on either an
individual or a government.

I’d suggest to The Times that these
kinds of columns belong somewhere
besides the Arts page, if they are to be
published at all. I’d suggest to Ms. Le
Poidevin that she learn some basic con-
cepts about democracy before spouting
such nonsense.

Victor Sloan
Scotch Plains

Westfield Permit
Display Notice

Your new 2004 parking permit is
enclosed. Please safeguard it as the
new replacement cost is 20 percent of
the face value if you should lose it.

The new permits are static cling
type, that means they will stick with-
out glue, and are transferable from car
to car. The window should be cleaned
before you apply the permit, after you
place the permit to the glass rub it with
the smooth shiny side of the paper the
permit was mounted to. You will see
the air being forced out from between
the permit and the glass. Rub hard.

Please be sure that your permit is
displayed and clearly visible at all
times. The attached photos illustrate
where the permit MUST be placed
and is the only acceptable location.

This year: Parking without a permit
is a $30 fine; without the permit dis-
played is a $20 fine; Head in parking is
a $35 fine.

Your understanding and cooperation
with respect to the foregoing is appreciated.

Captain John Morgan
Westfield
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