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                  Michelle Le Poidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUNTY-OWNED...Dollars from the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders will make possible an expanded stage area,COUNTY-OWNED...Dollars from the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders will make possible an expanded stage area,COUNTY-OWNED...Dollars from the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders will make possible an expanded stage area,COUNTY-OWNED...Dollars from the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders will make possible an expanded stage area,COUNTY-OWNED...Dollars from the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders will make possible an expanded stage area,
a new heating and cooling system and more multi-cultural programming, as well as other amenities, which would otherwisea new heating and cooling system and more multi-cultural programming, as well as other amenities, which would otherwisea new heating and cooling system and more multi-cultural programming, as well as other amenities, which would otherwisea new heating and cooling system and more multi-cultural programming, as well as other amenities, which would otherwisea new heating and cooling system and more multi-cultural programming, as well as other amenities, which would otherwise
not be able to be provided by the cultural center.not be able to be provided by the cultural center.not be able to be provided by the cultural center.not be able to be provided by the cultural center.not be able to be provided by the cultural center.

                 Photo Courtesy of The Union County Arts Center
ALL THE WORLD...needs a biggerALL THE WORLD...needs a biggerALL THE WORLD...needs a biggerALL THE WORLD...needs a biggerALL THE WORLD...needs a bigger
stage, and the Union County Arts Cen-stage, and the Union County Arts Cen-stage, and the Union County Arts Cen-stage, and the Union County Arts Cen-stage, and the Union County Arts Cen-
ter is about to get one.ter is about to get one.ter is about to get one.ter is about to get one.ter is about to get one.
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                                              Victor Cenci for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VISIT FROM A MASTER...Playwright and former Linden resident Jeff BaronVISIT FROM A MASTER...Playwright and former Linden resident Jeff BaronVISIT FROM A MASTER...Playwright and former Linden resident Jeff BaronVISIT FROM A MASTER...Playwright and former Linden resident Jeff BaronVISIT FROM A MASTER...Playwright and former Linden resident Jeff Baron
joined patrons at the Westfield Community Players’ production of his play, joined patrons at the Westfield Community Players’ production of his play, joined patrons at the Westfield Community Players’ production of his play, joined patrons at the Westfield Community Players’ production of his play, joined patrons at the Westfield Community Players’ production of his play, VisitingVisitingVisitingVisitingVisiting
Mr. Green, Mr. Green, Mr. Green, Mr. Green, Mr. Green, on Saturday. Baron flew in from London to make the special trip.on Saturday. Baron flew in from London to make the special trip.on Saturday. Baron flew in from London to make the special trip.on Saturday. Baron flew in from London to make the special trip.on Saturday. Baron flew in from London to make the special trip.
Pictured, left to right, are: David Neal, Stan Kaplan, Jeff Baron and Peter Clark.Pictured, left to right, are: David Neal, Stan Kaplan, Jeff Baron and Peter Clark.Pictured, left to right, are: David Neal, Stan Kaplan, Jeff Baron and Peter Clark.Pictured, left to right, are: David Neal, Stan Kaplan, Jeff Baron and Peter Clark.Pictured, left to right, are: David Neal, Stan Kaplan, Jeff Baron and Peter Clark.

              Photo Courtesy of Cynthia Smith Weiss
RUSTIC VIEW... “Tuscan Hills V” by Mountainside artist Cynthia Smith WeissRUSTIC VIEW... “Tuscan Hills V” by Mountainside artist Cynthia Smith WeissRUSTIC VIEW... “Tuscan Hills V” by Mountainside artist Cynthia Smith WeissRUSTIC VIEW... “Tuscan Hills V” by Mountainside artist Cynthia Smith WeissRUSTIC VIEW... “Tuscan Hills V” by Mountainside artist Cynthia Smith Weiss
is only one example of the artist’s vibrant use of color and playful and imaginativeis only one example of the artist’s vibrant use of color and playful and imaginativeis only one example of the artist’s vibrant use of color and playful and imaginativeis only one example of the artist’s vibrant use of color and playful and imaginativeis only one example of the artist’s vibrant use of color and playful and imaginative
manipulation of subject matter. To view the piece in its colorful splendor, visitmanipulation of subject matter. To view the piece in its colorful splendor, visitmanipulation of subject matter. To view the piece in its colorful splendor, visitmanipulation of subject matter. To view the piece in its colorful splendor, visitmanipulation of subject matter. To view the piece in its colorful splendor, visit
www.goleader.com.www.goleader.com.www.goleader.com.www.goleader.com.www.goleader.com.
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                      NBC Television
HE MEANS BUSINESS. . .MogulHE MEANS BUSINESS. . .MogulHE MEANS BUSINESS. . .MogulHE MEANS BUSINESS. . .MogulHE MEANS BUSINESS. . .Mogul
Donald Trump pulls no punches withDonald Trump pulls no punches withDonald Trump pulls no punches withDonald Trump pulls no punches withDonald Trump pulls no punches with
his eager beavers on NBC’s “The Ap-his eager beavers on NBC’s “The Ap-his eager beavers on NBC’s “The Ap-his eager beavers on NBC’s “The Ap-his eager beavers on NBC’s “The Ap-
prentice,” where everyone wants to goprentice,” where everyone wants to goprentice,” where everyone wants to goprentice,” where everyone wants to goprentice,” where everyone wants to go
to his penthouse, but no one wants toto his penthouse, but no one wants toto his penthouse, but no one wants toto his penthouse, but no one wants toto his penthouse, but no one wants to
visit The Boardroom.visit The Boardroom.visit The Boardroom.visit The Boardroom.visit The Boardroom.

As Gatekeeper to Billions, TrumpAs Gatekeeper to Billions, TrumpAs Gatekeeper to Billions, TrumpAs Gatekeeper to Billions, TrumpAs Gatekeeper to Billions, Trump
Uncovered Gem With ‘The Apprentice’Uncovered Gem With ‘The Apprentice’Uncovered Gem With ‘The Apprentice’Uncovered Gem With ‘The Apprentice’Uncovered Gem With ‘The Apprentice’

By MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Some arrived at The Trump Towers on Fifth Avenue in Manhattan
suited up for success, while others were dressed in low-cut tube tops and
mini skirts with aspirations lower than 15 minutes of MTV-flavored
notoriety. The viewers’ first chal-
lenge when watching NBC’s “The
Apprentice,” is to discover who is
really driven to make millions be-
side The Donald, and who is
strategizing their next camera close-
up. This show, which premiered last
Thursday evening for 1½ hours, and
will replace “Ed” in the Wednesday,
8 p.m. timeslot, is a priceless treat for
audiences who crave reality televi-
sion programming, but appreciate
an intelligent, unscripted challenge.

Certainly there are drama queens to
be found in both the male and female
teams living in the Tower’s IKEA
showroom-type digs. Producer Mark
Burnett of “Survivor” fame would
have it no other way. However, these
folks who come from all walks of life
truly want a chance at the American
Dream and each is sharp enough to
know Trump is the man to deliver.
That is, unless he and his cohorts deem the contestant worthy of his enterprise.
Otherwise, someone is going to be walking out of “The Boardroom” with his/
her head hung low, fired, dejected and sent away in a big yellow taxi.

The female team, which originally wanted to tag themselves as “Donald’s
Darlings” but opted for “Protégé” instead, is comically a disappointment
to the sex. One contestant, Heidi, sits before Trump at The Boardroom
table bearing all to her boss in a tank top. Another contestant, Omorosa,
could not hike her skirt any higher or it would be up to her chin. Giddy,
giggling and more concerned about reapplying their lipstick than organiz-
ing the lemonade stand mandated by Trump, the gals end up earning more
money. Most of their customers were men, who walked away with more
than a cup of lemonade, but a couple of phone numbers.

The men, who were already selling lemonade at the Fulton Fish Market
(a stinky location) while the ladies were still trying to figure out the
difference between 53rd and Eighth and 53rd and Ninth, took a nosedive
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By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORTBy KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORTBy KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORTBy KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORTBy KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAINSIDEAINSIDEAINSIDEAINSIDEAINSIDE –
Mountainside resident and artist
Cynthia Smith Weiss can be counted
among the many residents who have
been so drawn to the area that they
have contributed indelibly to the fab-
ric of Union County.

A landscape painter, printmaker
and book artist, Weiss’s career also
spans years of experience as a regis-
tered nurse, who has worked on the
surgical floors of both Columbia Pres-
byterian and St. Luke’s Hospitals in
New York City. She is married to
Attorney Sheldon Weiss and together
they have three sons and six grand-
children.

So, how does a nurse, wife, mother
and grandmother wind up having
her paintings displayed throughout
the entire state? Passion. Passion for
painting. It is as simple as that.

Weiss no longer works as a nurse
and devotes her time entirely to her
art. Raised on a farm, she is passion-
ate about landscapes. Her two favor-
ite subjects are Vermont and Italy,
and she has traveled to Italy many

times to focus on her craft.
When asked why landscapes be-

came her main focal point, Weiss told
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Times that, after
having grown up on a farm, the out-
doors were part of her inner being.
She does not feel that landscapes are
any easier or more difficult that por-
traiture, she simply is drawn to them,
almost is a spiritual way.

While her paintings are always rec-
ognizable landscapes, they are not
actual depictions. Weiss uses bright,
bold and exaggerated colors, allowing
the artist within her to take her to
places she often cannot imagine her-
self.

Each painting is a surprise, she told
The Leader/Times, and oftentimes
she does not know exactly how a piece
of artwork will turn out. She merely
allows the artist’s will to take over.

“The painting has to sing to me,”
she said.

Weiss paints with oil on paper,
which is a departure for many artists
that paint with oil. Canvas takes up a
lot of space, and, in addition, she
discovered that oil on paper moves
unhindered and gives her a lot of
freedom.

She has converted her two-car ga-
rage into a studio and it has become
a true artist’s working environment.

Weiss, who is ardent about moun-
tains and trees, has painted such local
landscapes as Echo Lake Park, Sur-
prise Lake and The Environmental
Center in Morristown.

She is a member of The Artist’s
Circle at The Watchung Arts Center
and also The Book Arts Round Table
in South Orange.

In giving advice to aspiring artists,
Weiss encourages them to work hard
and to work constantly. Even when
things do not seem to be going well,
hard work will eventually reveal a bit
of magic.

“Always keep working,” she said.
Weiss’s work is currently displayed

at the restaurants Theresa’s Restau-
rant on Elm Street and The Mojave
Grille on North Avenue, both in
Westfield. Her paintings decorate
the establishments, but are also for
sale, and may be viewed by private
appointment by calling (908) 654-
4665.

This coming fall, Weiss will have
yet another private show, this time at
The Bouras Properties, 25 DeForest
Avenue in Summit. The theme of the
show will be “new landscapes,” paint-
ings of Vermont and Italy that she has
not yet shown. The artist’s private
show will run during November and
December of 2004.
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By MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — He has written
for television, film, and for the stages
of Sydney, Paris, and Manhattan, and
for a short January run, one of play-
wright Jeff Baron’s productions will be
right here in Westfield.

The Westfield Community Players
(WCP), which premiered Baron’s Vis-
iting Mr. Green last Saturday, will also
present the play on Fridays and Satur-
days, January 16, 17 and 23 and 24. A
production that explores relationships
on many levels, the play has been
performed and has won awards in
many countries.

Born in Bayonne and raised in Lin-
den, Baron now calls Manhattan home.

“Although I no longer live in New
Jersey,” said the playwright, “I love the
state.”

In fact, New Jersey is so much a
part of Baron that he named one of
his romantic comedy features, Jersey
Girl.

A graduate of Northwestern Uni-
versity in Illinois with a degree in
television and film production, Baron
was encouraged by his father to study
at Harvard for a Masters of Business
Administration degree.

“At the time I wasn’t quite sure
how to make a living at production,
and I enjoyed the business world.
My father showed me that going to
Harvard was a great opportunity,”
he remembered.

Baron worked for several years in
marketing at Coca-Cola and Ameri-
can Express before leaving the corpo-
rate world to care for sick relatives.
After trying his hand at film and tele-
vision, Baron eventually began writ-
ing plays.

“Unlike television or film, a play is
produced exactly as you write it,”
Baron continued. He enjoys watch-
ing the first production along with
an audience and uses viewer reac-
tion to make his own “fine tune
adjustments.”

Personal fame has followed the in-
ternational acclaim of Visiting Mr.
Green. In 1999, Baron was invited to
speak at the United Nations, where he

also presented a reading of Visiting
Mr. Green.

In 2001, Baron was the first Ameri-
can and first artist to receive the
KulturPreis Europa 2001, the Euro-
pean Award for Cultural Achievement.

Nominated for Best Play by the
Drama League, Visiting Mr. Green
has been produced in over 21 coun-
tries and in 15 languages. It has won
the Best Play Award in Israel, Greece
and Germany.

Addressing a number of issues on
many levels, Visiting Mr. Green, deals
mostly with the relationship that de-
velops between a young homosexual
corporate executive named Ross, and

an aging Jewish man he nearly runs
over with his car.

Stan Kaplan of Westfield has taken
the role of Mr. Green in the WCP
production, while David Neil of
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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y – When he was named
Chairman of the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders on January 4,
Angel Estrada of Elizabeth outlined a
board initiative which would expand
specific amenities and programming
at the Union County Arts Center
(UCAC) in Rahway, which houses
some of the concerts staged by the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO).

Pointing to the similarly successful
renovations due to investments in the
arts in downtowns like Red Bank and
New Brunswick, Estrada stated in his
initiatives, “This year, we will make
such an investment in the City of
Rahway, where Mayor James Kennedy
plans to use the historic UCAC as the
centerpiece of an arts district in that
city’s downtown.”

According to Union County Public
Relations Officer Sebastian Delia, the
actual price tag involved in the renova-
tion is “still in negotiations.”

In speaking with The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, UCAC Director of
Marketing & Public Relations Diana
St. John said, “Renovations would al-
low us to bring in more extended
programming, more diverse program-

ming and thereby serve our diverse
community’s interest.” More multi-
cultural events would be scheduled to
reach a broader spectrum in the com-
munity, she said.

Currently, due to space restrictions,
the UCAC cannot offer certain dance
programs, which would require larger
wings and stage area, or traveling
Broadway shows that need their own
backdrops, sets and scenery.

Official plans set forth by the county
include: extension of the rear of the
stage house, a new loading area, new
dressing rooms, a green room, admin-
istration officers, expanded lobby/
lounge space, outside garden recep-
tion space, and a concealed mechani-
cal penthouse.

The penthouse, Delia reported is
where the HVAC (Heating, Ventila-
tion and Air Conditioning) and any
other piping and elevator space might
be located.

Since the facility currently lacks an
HVAC system, St. John said that the
UCAC was unable to extend its pro-
gramming into the spring and sum-
mer. The new central air system will
make that dream a reality.

Additioanlly, the extension or dou-
bling of the stage house’s rear area will
flow over into the existing parking lot
behind the theater.

“It is clear,” read the outline of
renovation plans, “that upgrading the
theater with up-to-date building sys-
tems and expanded facilities is neces-
sary for sustained growth and opera-
tion.”

St. John indicated that plans for a
100-room Holiday Inn Express and
500-space parking deck are also slated.
These structures, she said, would be
located at the end of Irving Street, near
Milton and Lewis Streets.

The county is also banking on the
city’s newly renovated NJ Transit sta-
tion, which might attract visitors and
patrons, as it “serves more than 2,000
passengers a day.”

Designated as a historical or “liv-
ing” landmark, St. John ensured that


