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Estrada Tapped as Freeholder Bd.’s
First Hispanic-American Chairman

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

During the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders’ annual Re-
organization Meeting on January 4,
the board officially installed Free-
holder Angel Estrada as the chair-
man for 2004, with Freeholder Rick
Proctor tapped as the vice-chairman.

Many prominent local, state and
federal legislators attended the meet-
ing, including U.S. Senator Frank
Lautenberg, Congressman Robert
Menendez, State Senator Raymond
Lesniak, and Assemblyman Neil
Cohen. Senator Lesniak served as
the Master of Ceremonies in place of
Union County Democratic Chair-
woman Charlotte DeFilippo, who
could not attend the meeting due to
illness.

Freeholder Estrada, the first His-
panic-American ever to serve as
Chairman, was visibly emotional as
he gave his inaugural speech, paus-
ing several times to compose him-
self.

“Who would have guessed a little
kid from a small town in Cuba would
stand before you as the Chairman of
the Union County Board of Chosen

Freeholders?” he asked.
The new chairman first outlined

the achievements of the board in
2003, such as reaching the goal of
preserving 100 acres of open space,
and the creation of the Committee on
Homeland Security.

He stated that that the freeholders
will continue all previously estab-
lished initiatives, including open
space preservation, as well as other
programs such as the Freeholder
Scholars program, the Senior Schol-
ars program, and College for Teens.

Next, Chairman Estrada an-
nounced the board’s goals for 2004,
which he deemed the year of “Build-
ing Better Communities.”

The first new implementation will
be the development of a 211 Info
Line. According to the description
provided, this new information line
is a response to the numerous inquir-
ies from county residents regarding
daycare, transportation assistance,
and other social services. As Chair-
man Estrada detailed, the line will
also “take some of the burden from
the service that our current 9-1-1
emergency service provides.”

“211 is not just an info line, it’s a

lifeline,” said the chairman.
Chairman Estrada also announced

that the prescription drug plan for
seniors, which was developed by the
county last year, now would be avail-
able to all county residents. Under
the plan, any resident – regardless of
income level – may obtain prescrip-
tion medication at a lower cost than
would be available through standard
medical insurance. He said that the
program comes “at no cost to tax-
payers.”

Another initiative planned for this
year focuses on the Union County
Arts Center in Rahway. The chair-
man announced plans by the county
to purchase the center, along with
several adjoining tracts of land, and
convert it into a year-round cultural
center. There are also plans for de-
velopers to build a Holiday Inn Ex-

Threat Against Temple Deemed
Not Credible By Police and FBI

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield’s Temple Emanu-El
closed on New Years Eve after the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office
received a threat against the facility.
The temple reopened on Friday af-
ternoon after it was determined that
there was no credible threat.

Between Wednesday and Friday,

barricades surrounded the temple and
members of the Union County Emer-
gency Response Team, clad in riot
gear, were stationed outside.

During a press conference on Fri-
day in Elizabeth, Union County Pros-
ecutor Theodore Romankow declined
to provide details about the threat,
however he confirmed that a bomb
was not involved. He said that it may
have been a bias incident, but was
not an act of terrorism.

“We have exhausted all logical
avenues of investigations,” Mr.

Romankow said in a press release.
“Based on that investigation we, and
the FBI, have concluded that at this
time there is not credible threat to
this temple.”

Also present at the press confer-
ence on Friday was Shai Goldstein,
Director of the Anti-Defamation
League New Jersey Regional Office.
He said that “law enforcement at

every level acted appropriately.”
Public Information Officer of the

Union County Prosecutor’s Office,
Robert O’Leary, said on Monday
that there is “no threat at this time.”

Though the prosecutor’s office
continued to decline to release any
information on how the threat was
received and the person or persons
responsible, it was reported in
Sunday’s New York Times that a letter
was written to the FBI from a person
involved in a contentious divorce.

According to Westfield Police

Lieutenant John Parizeau, the barri-
cades were still in place on Monday
because County Emergency Services
had not picked them up.

The temple, which has over 1,100
member families, is one of the larg-
est reformed congregations in the
state of New Jersey.

Friday evening services were held
at the temple’s sister congregation in
Springfield, and regular services re-
sumed on Saturday.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FULL SCALE RESPONSE...Barricades were set up and armed guards were stationed outside Temple Emanu-El from
New Year’s Eve until Friday morning following a threat to the temple.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ROAD BLOCK...Streets around Temple Emanu-el, including Jefferson Av-
enue, as pictured above, were blocked off following a threat to the temple.
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WHS Graduate
Jumps to Death

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for  The Westfield Leader

A graduate of Westfield High
School plunged to his death from
the sixth floor of a New Brunswick
parking garage at approximately
5:45 p.m. on Monday in an appar-
ent suicide.

Michael Charmatz was discov-
ered by a sheriff’s officer and
taken to Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospi-
tal, where he was
pronounced dead
at 8:56 p.m.

According to
Sergeant Richard
Rowe of the New
Brunswick Po-
lice Department,
a note was found and no foul
play is suspected.

Mr. Charmatz was a sopho-
more at Rutgers University, and
was a 2002 graduate of Westfield
High School (WHS).

While at WHS, he served as
President of the senior class and
delivered a speech at graduation.
He graduated with academic dis-
tinction and was a member of the
National Honor Society and the
football team.

Special Meeting
Set by WF BOE

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education will hold a
Special Board Meeting for the
purpose of a strategic planning
session on Saturday, January 10,
at 8:30 a.m. at Westfield High
School.

Michael Charmatz

WF Mayor Vows to Increase Pedestrian
Safety, Make Parking ‘More Friendly’

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Republicans officially took a 7-1
majority of the Westfield Town Coun-
cil on Tuesday night as new mem-
bers JoAnn Neylan, Mark Ciarrocca
and James Foerst were sworn in.
Also sworn in was incumbent First
Ward Republican Councilman Peter
Echausse.

The Council Chambers were
packed with notable attendees such
as former Westfield Mayors Garland
“Bud” Boothe, Jr., Ron Frigerio,
Allen Chin and Thomas Jardim. Also
present were Senator Thomas Kean,

Jr. and Assemblymen Jon Bramnick
and Dr. Eric Muñoz.

In his State of the Town Address,
Mayor Gregory McDermott stated,
“The people of this great community
have entrusted this town to us.” He
also reflected on the fact that
“Westfield’s priorities have not
changed” since it became a town in
1903.

The mayor said that, in 2003,
with the hiring of developer HKT
Nassau, McManimon & Scotland as
Bond Counsel and Edwards &
Kelcey to perform the traffic study,
the town has gotten the pieces to the
puzzle in the process of building
parking decks. He added that in
2004 the council would be putting
the pieces together.

Mayor McDermott stated that in-
creased parking enforcement is
“slowly working to change bad hab-
its,” adding that the town has worked
hard to make parking “more friendly”
by changing the meter hours to 9
a.m. to 7 pm.

He said, “Speeding cars present
Westfield with one of its toughest

safety challenges.”
He said that he has worked with

the police to increase enforcement,
noting that in 1999 only 400 traffic
summonses were issued whereby in
November of 2003, 1,100 sum-
monses and 700 warnings were is-
sued.

“Our town must become safer to
pedestrians,” he said.

The mayor pledged to continue to
work with the county and state to
improve safety and said that the coun-
cil will continue to research traffic
calming measures.

Mayor McDermott added that the
town would continue to improve
customer service to residents, con-
tinue the sidewalk repair program,
improving parks and researching
the feasibility of adding additional
field.

He said that Westfield is a “town
that has truly reached maturity, but
not yet its full potential.”

Second Ward Republican Coun-
cilman Rafael Betancourt was ap-
pointed as Acting Mayor and Coun-

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
OATH OF OFFICE...Peter “The Hammer” Echausse, center, was sworn into
office as the First Ward Republican Councilman by former Councilman
Matthew Albano, left. Looking on are Peter’s wife, Colleen and their four
children.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FAMILY AFFAIR...Fourth Ward Councilman James Foerst, second from
right, was sworn into office by his father John Foerst Jr., while his wife Cara,
right, and his mother look on.

Mountainside Mayor Viglianti Pledges to Move
Forward With Plans for Community Center

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Mayor Robert Viglianti was
sworn in for his sixth four-year
term as mayor this past Tuesday
evening at the Borough of
Mountainside’s re-organizational
meeting. He has been the borough’s
mayor since 1987.

Sworn in to serve on the council
were William Lane, who has served
the borough as a councilman for four
years, and newcomer Robert Messler.
Members were sworn in by
Mountainside resident, Judge Walter
Barisonek.

Councilman Werner Schon, who
has served as a councilman for 21
years and as council president for
two years, was elected as the council
president.

Outgoing Councilman Thomas
Perotta, who has served on the coun-
cil since 1995, was awarded a gold
plaque for his eight years of service
as a councilman and one year of
service as council president.

Mayor Viglianti addressed the au-
dience — thanking the councilman
for his years of service on behalf of
the community.

Judge James DeRose, Esq. was

sworn in as the new Mountainside
Borough Municipal Judge. It was
noted that outgoing judge, Bart Barre,
also served on the Mountainside
Board of Education, the
Mountainside Borough Council and
the Rahway Valley Sewage Author-
ity.

Special recognitions were given to
Dick Picut, Harry Culp and Jackie
Barry. Mr. Picut is retiring from the
borough’s planning board after hav-
ing served for 18 years. Mr. Culp has
served as the borough’s building in-
spector for 18 years, and he retired as
of December 31, 2003. Mr. Barry is

now retiring after having served on
the borough’s library board of trust-
ees for 30 years.

Awards were also given to many
members of the police department
for outstanding service to the com-
munity. Police Chief James Debbie
presented “Excellent Police Service”
awards to Patrolman John
Philippakos, Patrolman Jeffrey
Stinner and Patrolman Michael
Pasquale. Chief Debbie presented
“Life Saving” awards to Sergeant
Joseph Giannuzzi, Patrolman Tho-
mas Norton and Corporal Kevin
Beteyman. Sergeant Allan Attanasio,
Patrolman John Philappakos, Patrol-
man James Urban and Detective
Kenneth Capobianco were given
commendations.

A special “thank you” to Chief
Debbie and Captain Richard Osieja
was extended by the mayor for
their role in the support of a com-
munity in deep mourning after the
loss of Captain Todd Turner who
died in an automobile accident in
August of 2003. The mayor noted
that he wanted to express appre-
ciation for the support to Todd’s
family and added, “We will never
forget our brother, and may he rest
in peace.”

The mayor addressed the audi-
ence and noted that there were 81
resident appointments and reap-
pointments to serve the borough on
various boards and committees. He
noted that 19 of Mountainside’s
employees, as well as the borough
attorney, live in town.

He addressed the audience stating
that the governing body must con-
centrate on the future of the borough.
He pointed out that there are many
seniors living in town who have a
rich history. He welcomed new resi-
dents with young children into the
growing community.

He noted that the administration
was presently undertaking the task
of providing Mountainside with a
“much needed” community center.
He stated, “We have started plans
on the development of the Barnes
Tract, a property owned by the bor-
ough on Mountain Avenue between
the Seven-Eleven and the pool en-
trance. A center will be constructed

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23
• Three men were arrested and charged

with theft and criminal mischief in con-
nection with the removal of headlights
from a motor vehicle on Sandra Circle.

Thomas Covello, Jr., 19, of Plainfield,
along with Dupreme Taylor, 19, and
Jarrett Holley, 18, both of Piscataway,
were taken into custody after being
stopped by Union County police on Route
22 in Union. The three were subsequently
released on their own recognizance.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26
• A Livingston Street resident reported

his holiday decorations were damaged.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27

• A Rahway Avenue resident reported
that someone attempted to forcibly enter
an attached storage room at the rear of
his house. While the door to the room
was damaged, entry to the premises was
not gained.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31
• The manager of a Forest Avenue

apartment building reported the theft of
a Hitachi brand jackhammer from the
basement of the building.

• Tobera Lane, 43, of Plainfield was
arrested and charged with shoplifting
$1,117 worth of merchandise from a
North Avenue business. Lane was also

held on outstanding arrest warrants from
several jurisdictions. She was transported
to the Union County Jail.

 FRIDAY, JANUARY 2
• A Nutley woman reported being

punched in the face by a male suspect
with whom she had an altercation while
attending a party in the 400 block of
Beechwood Place. The victim did not
require medical attention and no charges
had been filed as of press time.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 3
• Katie Sheeler, 29, of South Bound

Brook was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated and with pos-
session of a prohibited weapon, identi-
fied by police as a switchblade. She was
also charged with disorderly conduct
and refusal to submit to a breathalyzer
test.

Ronald Labella, 32, of Cranford, who
was arrested with Sheeler, was charged
with possession of prohibited weapons,
described by police as knives. Sheeler
and Labella, who were arrested on South
Avenue, East, were released on their
own recognizance.

 • A Scotch Plains resident reported the
theft of her pocketbook from her desk at a
North Avenue business and the unautho-
rized use of her Mastercard credit card.

C H I N E S E  C U I S I N E

 

Live Entertainment
Fridays & Saturdays
7:30pm to 11:30pm

Steak
Lobster
Duck

Specializing in:

GRAND OPENING

Luncheon & Dinner
Daily Specials

Take Out To Enjoy In The Comfort Of Your Own Home
Party Facilities

Home & Office Catering Specialists
Cocktails & Fine Wine Selection

Smoke Free

OPEN 7 DAYS
CLARK VILLAGE SHOPPING CENTER

(732) 381-1122
 (Ample Parking)1051 Raritan Road, Clark
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Estrada Named Board’s First
Hispanic-American Chairman
press and a 500-space parking deck in
close proximity to the renovated arts
center.

“With these investments in the Arts
Center, we will create a major perfor-
mance space for Northern New Jersey,
with the potential to attract new per-
formers and bring new vitality to a
great town,” commented Chairman
Estrada.

In addressing the youth of Union
County, Chairman Estrada announced
the creation of the Kids’ Recreational
Trust, which will provide scholarships to
low-income children for their participa-
tion in athletic programs. The trust will
also enable youth leagues in all munici-
palities to purchase new equipment, and
aid in renovation and maintenance of
athletic and recreational facilities.

“Low income children will be able
to play soccer, baseball, softball, foot-
ball or any other group sport without
worrying about the expense to their
family,” he explained.

Union County officials will also fur-
ther address the environment through
the “Greening Union County” grant
program through which the county
hopes to plant approximately 4,000
trees throughout the 21 municipalities
this year. Each tree will come with a
one-year warranty to ensure proper ad-
aptation to its surrounding environ-
ment.

Further, every municipality will be
able to apply for a “Greening Union
County” grant, with the county match-
ing the municipality’s funds put to-
ward the program. The county will also
provide the necessary manpower to
plant the trees.

In addition to the appointments of
chairman and vice-chairman, the three
re-elected freeholders were also sworn
in. Freeholders Alexander Mirabella,
Deborah Scanlon and Chester Holmes
each thanked the voters who returned
them to their offices.

Freeholder Mirabella said, “We

worked hard to get our message out,
and the residents responded.”

Freeholder Holmes recognized the
importance of public service, and he
acknowledged that it is “a privilege,
and I should not take it (public service)
lightly.”

The meeting also marked the final
appearance of Superior Court Judge
Edward Beglin, who presided over the
annual reorganization. Throughout the
afternoon, many speakers thanked the
judge for his years of service to the
county. Senator Lesniak even presented
the judge with a box of sweets for “a
sweet man.”

Judge Beglin remarked that his “one
wish is that today, or in the future, the
county is ready to construct a new
juvenile detention center.” Chairman
Estrada later responded to the judge’s
request, stating that the board will en-
sure that a new center is built.

Judge Beglin also expressed his sin-
cere gratitude for being able to serve
the people of Union County.

“We have an extraordinarily good
county,” he said.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
STANDING GUARD...Members of the Union County Emergency Response
Team stood guard at Temple Emanu-el clad in riot gear from New Year’s Eve
until Friday morning following a threat to the temple.

Dr. Porter to Deliver Address
At Luther King, Jr. Service

WESTFIELD — Reverend
Kelmo Porter, Jr., pastor of St. John’s
Baptist Church of Scotch Plains, will
be the keynote speaker
at Westfield’s Martin
Luther King, Jr., com-
memorative service on
Monday, January 19.

The service will take
place at the United
Methodist Church on
North Avenue in
Westfield at 1 p.m., fol-
lowing a procession
from Bethel Baptist
Church on Trinity
Place through down-
town Westfield.

Prior to assuming the pastorate of
St. John’s Baptist Church in 1966,
Reverend Porter was a traveling evan-
gelist and also served as pastor of the
Trinity Temple Church of God in
Christ in Montclair from 1954
through 1963, following a year as
pastor of the First Church of God in
Newark.

In addition to his numerous in-
volvements in church-related activi-
ties, including local councils and
associations as well as state and na-
tional conventions, Reverend Porter
is considered to be an expert on ger-
ontology and senior citizens activi-
ties.

He was the Executive Director of
the Newark Senior Citizens
Commission’s “Golden Age Project”
for nearly 23 years and also served as
a social worker for the Housing Au-
thority of the City of Newark. He

was elected vice president of the
New Jersey Council of Senior Citi-
zens and was a member of the Ex-

ecutive Board of the
National Council of
Senior Citizens. He
also served in an offi-
cial capacity with the
National Council on
the Aging and the Na-
tional Elderly Urban
Coalition.

Governor Brendan
Byrne appointed Rev-
erend Porter to the
New Jersey Drug Uti-
lization Review Coun-
cil. He earned both

Bachelor of Arts and Masters of Arts
degrees from New York University.
He received a Doctor of Divinity
degree from Trinity Hall College and
Seminary in Springfield, Ill.

Born and raised in Jersey City,
Reverend Porter is married to the
former Shirley Green of Jersey City.
They are the parents of three chil-
dren and three grandchildren.

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Asso-
ciation of Westfield announced that
patrons are still welcomed to spon-
sor the commemorative event on
January 19. A list of patrons will be
printed in the program’s bulletin. To
participate, please call Patricia
Faggins at (908) 301-1556 by Satur-
day, January 17.

The January 19 service at the First
Methodist Church will include the
announcement of student essay and
art contest winners.

Reverend Kelmo Porter, Jr.

Mahr Takes Helm
As FW’s Fourth
Female Mayor

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Reorganizes
cilman Echausse was appointed as
Alternate Acting Mayor. Councilman
Foerst was appointed as the council
liaison to the Planning Board.

Christine Nugent was appointed
as the Municipal Prosecutor, while
Robert Stahl was appointed Public
Defender. Jim Marvin was appointed
as the chairman of the Recreation
Commission.

For a full list of appointments,
please see Page 4.

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD -- Fanwood’s annual
Reorganization Meeting, which was
held on Sunday at Borough Hall, not
only ushered in a new year, but also
a new administration. Colleen Mahr
began her tenure as the borough’s
26th mayor, and Donna Dolce and
Jack Molenaar started their first terms
as council members.

The Council Chambers were filled
to capacity, with people standing
and waiting outside the doors.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
administered the Oath of Office to
Mrs. Mahr, Ms. Dolce and Mr.
Molenaar. She also presented con-
gratulatory bouquets of flowers.

In addition, Katherine Mitchell was
elected to the position of Council
President.

In her first act as mayor, Mrs.
Mahr appointed board, commission
and committee members. The coun-
cil made two appointments, and the
mayor and council passed nine reso-
lutions, covering such subjects as a
temporary 2004 budget and profes-
sional service contracts for attorney,
auditor and insurance.

All council members made com-
ments regarding objectives for the
new year, addressing the audience
present and viewers watching on TV-
35.

Councilman Molenaar stated his
goals for the next three years, includ-
ing working on the downtown rede-
velopment issue, as well as “traffic
calming throughout the neighbor-
hoods, trying to get speeders to slow
down.”

“I want to make sure there is com-
munity input, as we’ve seen what
happens when you don’t have com-
munity input and consensus. I’m re-
ally optimistic about the future of
Fanwood,” he stated.

Councilman Andrew Calamaras
concurred, saying, “I think we’re all
up here to put Fanwood first.”

Similarly, Council President
Mitchell added, “We’re all here to do
what makes Fanwood best.”

Councilwoman Dolce thanked the
community for electing her and her
fellow candidates to their new posi-
tions, and expressed her desire to
repay them for their confidence.

“To the people of Fanwood, that
we will be able to carry out your
wishes and dreams for a community
that is all you would like it to be,” she
said. She also reflected on her life-
time of community service, includ-
ing working as a community servant
professionally and in a volunteer
capacity as Second Vice President to
the Girl Scouts Board of Trustees.

Ms. Dolce appealed to “all resi-
dents of Fanwood: if you have not
put community service into your life,
I implore you to do so; the greatest
benefit that you can do is to help your
community to become the place that
you want it to be.”

She encouraged residents to ap-
proach her with problems, and also
suggested that ideas for possible so-
lutions to the problem be included.
“We don’t have all the answers; we
have to turn to people like to you to
help us find the answers. Our work is
not accomplished alone,” she said.

In her closing statements, Mayor
Mahr expressed her pride in being
the borough’s fourth woman mayor,
following in the footsteps of Pat
Kuran, Asw. Stender and Maryanne
Connelly.

“I am here for you, I will work hard
for you, and I will work hard at
reaching back out to you,” Mayor
Mahr told the audience. “I look for-
ward to taking our campaign visions
and turning them into reality, with
the help of the entire council. Gov-
erning Fanwood is a team effort, and
this is our team for 2004.”

On the subject of the borough’s
budget and “the need for property
tax relief,” Mayor Mahr plans to be
an “aggressive lobbyist” and, towards
that end, she announced that the bor-
ough will apply for extraordinary aid
from the state, this being on the
second time this action has been
taken.

Concerning the hotly debated
downtown redevelopment issue,
Mayor Mahr explained that it will be
a priority, and that she will call for
several town-wide meetings to dis-
cuss the topic, the first to be held
within 90 days. She emphasized that
“no redevelopment agreement will
be signed until and unless our resi-
dents, merchants and property own-
ers are heard from.”

The borough will pursue a Transit
Village designation, and will apply
for local and county grants to pro-
vide technical and planning assis-
tance.

Continuing on the subject of
volunteerism raised by Council-
woman Dolce, Mayor Mahr empha-
sized, “I was so impressed by the
number of people that give of them-
selves to Fanwood. The entire town
is cared for and loved by its volun-
teers. It is this level of dedication and
commitment that makes Fanwood a
wonderful place to live.”

Following the meeting, a large
crowd gathered at the Fanwood Me-
morial Library for refreshments.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SWEARING IN...On Sunday, Assemblywoman Linda Stender, left, swore in
Fanwood’s new mayor, Colleen Mahr, center, while Mayor Mahr’s husband,
George, held the Bible.

that will reflect the spirit of Mountainside
and yet be extremely conscious of all of
the homes in the area.”

He added that the borough would be
seeking outside grants and donations
to help complete the project within the
next two to three years.

The mayor said, “Several years ago,
The New York Times described
Mountainside as a little hidden gem in
Union County. Today we see that we are
going through a tremendous transfor-
mation.”

The next meeting for the
Mountainside Council is scheduled for
Tuesday, January 13 at 8 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MS Reorganizes

Scotch Plains Officials
Approve Deer Hunt

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Union
County will conduct a deer hunt in
the Watchung Reservation in March
in an effort to control the herd there.

The schedule for the three-day pro-
gram will be ratified by the state
Division of Fish and Wildlife next
week, in the wake of the Scotch
Plains Township Council’s approval
of a resolution on Tuesday night
authorizing Union County, on behalf
of the five municipalities bordering
the Reservation, to apply for a permit
to conduct the hunt.

The hunt will begin on Monday,
March 1, and continue for three days,
during which time an attempt will be
made to remove a sufficient number
of deer so that the density is reduced
to 20 deer per square mile. Officials
expect about 100 deer to be killed
during the hunt, which will take place
from 5 to 11 a.m. and 2:30 to 8 p.m.

At a special meeting held in the
midst of its conference meeting on
Tuesday evening, the township coun-
cil voted to approve the application
by a 4-1 margin, with Councilwoman
Nancy Malool objecting, saying that
while she understood the benefits of
having fewer deer, “I’m not com-
fortable with the method.”

She noted that there are 20 or so
homes that abut the Watchung Res-
ervation, with more being separated
from the property by a street. She
had misgivings about hunters with
shotguns “being in close proximity
to houses.”

Recalling the county’s geese-
elimination program last summer,
Mrs. Malool said, “It bothered people
about the geese and it bothers me
about the deer. It’s inhumane.”

Sympathizing with Mrs. Malool’s
views, Mayor Martin Marks said,
“This is not an easy issue.” He felt
there are “safety issues in taking
action and there are safety issues in
not taking action.”

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
said an excessive deer population
could lead to an increased risk of

deer ticks and Lyme Disease.
Union County is also proceeding

with a deer census in the Ashbrook
Reservation on the south side of
Scotch Plains, and officials hope to
have an estimate of the number of
deer by the end of this month, after
which local, county and state offi-
cials will meet to determine what
action, if any, should be taken.

In other matters, Township Man-
ager Thomas Atkins told the council
that work has begun on the 2004
municipal budget. Most department
budget requests have been received,
he said, and at present, the requests
total more than $20 million, a $1.4
million increase over the 2003 town-
ship budget of $18.6 million.

Calling the $1.4 million increase
“unacceptable,” Mr. Atkins said he
would now review the requests and
make cuts before presenting his final
recommendations to the council in a
few weeks. He noted that if the $1.4
million increase was accepted and
the township revenue picture re-
mained the same as last year, the
council would be looking at a 14-
point increase in the municipal por-
tion of property taxes.

However, Mr. Atkins said the
revenue picture will be better this
year, with the local surplus higher
than 2003, and cuts in the 2004
budget requests will be made, so a
significant tax increase like last
year’s 18-point hike doesn’t ap-
pear likely.

Mr. Atkins also told the council
that the Public Works Department’s
leaf pick-up program is expected to
be completed by the end of this week,
adding that extra hours and Saturday
hours have been authorized, if
needed, to ensure all leaves are picked
up.

The two December snowstorms
and rainy weather caused delays in
finishing the leaf pick-up. Mr. Atkins
said branches, limbs and Christmas
trees will be picked up next week,
cautioning that all schedules were
dependent on the weather.


