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SP Council Holds Reorganization Meeting;
Mayor Revisits Property Tax Reform Issue

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

As he did a year earlier, Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin Marks used a
good portion of his New Year’s ad-
dress to press the issue of property tax
reform, saying that, “the solution to

our state’s over-reliance on property
taxes lies not in the numerous munici-
pal buildings across New Jersey, but
rather at our State House in Trenton.”

Speaking at the township council’s
annual reorganization meeting on
January 1, the mayor, who focused

much of his unsuccessful state sen-
ate campaign last year on tax reform,
said concerned citizens “need to do a
better job in letting our state repre-
sentatives know how we feel about
property tax reform.”

Noting that nearly every incum-

bent state legislator had been re-
elected in November, the mayor said
he was “fairly skeptical that any-
thing of substance will be accom-
plished” in the area of reforming
property taxes this year.

Mayor Marks has championed the
idea of a state ballot referendum on
whether to convene a constitutional
convention to address property tax
reform. In 2003, the New Jersey State
Assembly approved the ballot ques-
tion but the initiative died in the New
Jersey State Senate last summer.

Echoing many of the points he
made last month in an interview with
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
the mayor last week recapped some

Estrada Tapped as Freeholder Bd.’s
First Hispanic-American Chairman

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

During the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders’ annual Reor-
ganization Meeting on January 4, the
board officially installed Freeholder
Angel Estrada as the chairman for
2004, with Freeholder Rick Proctor
tapped as the vice-chairman.

Many prominent local, state and
federal legislators attended the meet-
ing, including U.S. Senator Frank
Lautenberg, Congressman Robert
Menendez, State Senator Raymond
Lesniak, and Assemblyman Neil
Cohen. Senator Lesniak served as the
Master of Ceremonies in place of Union
County Democratic Chairwoman
Charlotte DeFilippo, who could not
attend the meeting due to illness.

Freeholder Estrada, the first His-
panic-American ever to serve as Chair-
man, was visibly emotional as he
gave his inaugural speech, pausing
several times to compose himself.

“Who would have guessed a little
kid from a small town in Cuba would
stand before you as the Chairman of
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders?” he asked.

The new chairman first outlined
the achievements of the board in

2003, such as reaching the goal of
preserving 100 acres of open space,
and the creation of the Committee on
Homeland Security.

He stated that that the freeholders
will continue all previously estab-
lished initiatives, including open
space preservation, as well as other
programs such as the Freeholder
Scholars program, the Senior Schol-
ars program, and College for Teens.

Next, Chairman Estrada an-
nounced the board’s goals for 2004,
which he deemed the year of “Build-
ing Better Communities.”

The first new implementation will
be the development of a 211 Info
Line. According to the description
provided, this new information line
is a response to the numerous inquir-
ies from county residents regarding
daycare, transportation assistance,
and other social services. As Chair-
man Estrada detailed, the line will
also “take some of the burden from
the service that our current 9-1-1
emergency service provides.”

“211 is not just an info line, it’s a
lifeline,” said the chairman.

Chairman Estrada also announced
that the prescription drug plan for
seniors, which was developed by the

county last year, now would be avail-
able to all county residents. Under
the plan, any resident – regardless of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
SWEARING IN...On Sunday, Assemblywoman Linda Stender, left, swore in Fanwood’s new mayor, Colleen Mahr,
center, while Mayor Mahr’s husband, George, held the Bible.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Deer Hunt
Earns OK
From SP

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Union County will conduct a
deer hunt in the Watchung Reser-
vation in March in an effort to
control the herd there.

The schedule for the three-day
program will be ratified by the
state Division of Fish and Wild-
life next week, in the wake of the
Scotch Plains Township
Council’s approval of a resolu-
tion on Tuesday night authoriz-
ing Union County, on behalf of
the five municipalities bordering
the Reservation, to apply for a
permit to conduct the hunt.

The hunt will begin on Mon-
day, March 1, and continue for
three days, during which time an
attempt will be made to remove
a sufficient number of deer so
that the density is reduced to 20
deer per square mile. Officials
expect about 100 deer to be killed
during the hunt, which will take
place from 5 to 11 a.m. and 2:30
to 8 p.m.

At a special meeting held in
the midst of its conference meet-
ing on Tuesday evening, the town-
ship council voted to approve the
application by a 4-1 margin, with
Councilwoman Nancy Malool
objecting, saying that while she
understood the benefits of hav-
ing fewer deer, “I’m not com-
fortable with the method.”

She noted that there are 20 or
so homes that abut the Watchung
Reservation, with more being
separated from the property by a
street. She had misgivings about
hunters with shotguns “being in
close proximity to houses.”

Recalling the county’s geese-
elimination program last sum-
mer, Mrs. Malool said, “It both-
ered people about the geese and
it bothers me about the deer. It’s
inhumane.”

Sympathizing with Mrs.
Malool’s views, Mayor Martin
Marks said, “This is not an easy
issue.” He felt there are “safety
issues in taking action and there
are safety issues in not taking
action.”

Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato said an excessive deer
population could lead to an in-
creased risk of deer ticks and
Lyme Disease.

Union County is also proceed-
ing with a deer census in the
Ashbrook Reservation on the
south side of Scotch Plains, and
officials hope to have an esti-
mate of the number of deer by the
end of this month, after which
local, county and state officials
will meet to determine what ac-
tion, if any, should be taken.

In other matters, Township
Manager Thomas Atkins told the
council that work has begun on
the 2004 municipal budget. Most
department budget requests have
been received, he said. He noted
that, at present, the requests total
more than $20 million, a $1.4
million increase over the 2003
township budget of $18.6 mil-
lion.

Calling the $1.4 million in-
crease “unacceptable,” Mr.
Atkins said he would now review
the requests and make cuts be-
fore presenting his final recom-
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Mahr Takes Helm
As FW’s Fourth
Female Mayor

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Fanwood’s annual Reorganization
Meeting, which was held on Sunday
at Borough Hall, not only ushered in
a new year, but also a new adminis-
tration. Colleen Mahr began her ten-
ure as the borough’s 26th mayor,
while Donna Dolce and Jack
Molenaar started their first terms as
council members.

The Council Chambers were filled
to capacity, with people standing
and waiting outside the doors.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
administered the Oath of Office to
Mrs. Mahr, Ms. Dolce and Mr.
Molenaar. She also presented con-
gratulatory bouquets of flowers.

In addition, Katherine Mitchell was
elected to the position of Council
President.

In her first act as mayor, Mrs.
Mahr appointed board, commission
and committee members. The coun-
cil made two appointments, and the
mayor and council passed nine reso-
lutions, covering such subjects as a
temporary 2004 budget and profes-
sional service contracts for attorney,
auditor and insurance.

All council members reflected on
their objectives for the new year,
addressing both the audience present
and viewers watching on TV-35.

Councilman Molenaar stated his
goals for the next three years, includ-
ing working on the downtown redevel-
opment issue, as well as “traffic calm-
ing throughout the neighborhoods, try-
ing to get speeders to slow down.”

“I want to make sure there is com-
munity input, as we’ve seen what
happens when you don’t have com-
munity input and consensus. I’m re-
ally optimistic about the future of
Fanwood,” he stated.

Councilman Andrew Calamaras
concurred, saying, “I think we’re all
up here to put Fanwood first.”

Similarly, Council President
Mitchell added, “We’re all here to do
what makes Fanwood best.”

Councilwoman Dolce thanked the
community for electing her and her
fellow candidates to their new posi-
tions, and expressed her desire to
repay them for their confidence.

“To the people of Fanwood, that
we will be able to carry out your
wishes and dreams for a community
that is all you would like it to be,” she
said. She also reflected on her life-
time of community service, includ-
ing working as a community servant
professionally and in a volunteer
capacity as Second Vice President to
the Girl Scouts Board of Trustees.

Ms. Dolce appealed to “all resi-
dents of Fanwood: if you have not
put community service into your life,
I implore you to do so; the greatest
benefit that you can do is to help your
community to become the place that
you want it to be.”

She encouraged residents to ap-
proach her with problems, and also
suggested that ideas for possible so-

lutions to the problem be included.
“We don’t have all the answers; we
have to turn to people like to you to
help us find the answers. Our work is
not accomplished alone,” she said.

In her closing statements, Mayor
Mahr expressed her pride in being
the borough’s fourth woman mayor,
following in the footsteps of Pat
Kuran, Assemblywoman Stender and
Maryanne Connelly.

“I am here for you, I will work hard
for you, and I will work hard at
reaching back out to you,” Mayor
Mahr told the audience. “I look for-
ward to taking our campaign visions
and turning them into reality, with
the help of the entire council. Gov-
erning Fanwood is a team effort, and
this is our team for 2004.”

On the subject of the borough’s

Jung Bids Farewell to Council, As Residents Thank
Him for Making Fanwood ‘Great Place to Live’

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Times

For the last 10 years, Fanwood Mayor
Louis Jung has served the residents of
his borough. On December 30, he told
an audience of residents, “It has been
a pleasure, an honor, and, most of all,
a privilege to serve the residents of
Fanwood.”

This last Borough Council meet-
ing of 2003 marked the end of Mr.
Jung’s four-year term as the 25th
Mayor of Fanwood. Prior to that, he
served as a councilman from 1993 to
1999. He also served on the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
from 1978 to 1990, totaling 22 years
of service to Fanwood residents.

Mr. Jung was presented a Borough
Seal and an autographed picture of the
Fanwood Train Station, created by the
late Mountainside artist Harry Devlin.

Council President Joel Whitaker
told the audience, “I very much ap-
preciated his leadership as mayor.”

Councilman David Trumpp ech-
oed the sentiments of Mr. Whitaker
by saying, “It has been an honor and
a privilege to serve under Mayor

Jung’s administration.”
As recounted in the mayor’s ad-

dress, he was appointed in 1993 to
fill the final six months of the council
term of Frank Rossi, who had moved
to Scotch Plains. Since then, he has
worked with 17 different council
members and two mayors.

Accomplishments  which occurred
during his term include the purchase
and installation of the Victorian
streetlamps for  the downtown, in-
cluding lifetime maintenance and re-
placement by PSE&G; an enlarged
and upgraded South Avenue Train
Station parking lot; an upgrade of ball
fields and a drainage system at Forest
Road Park; the obtaining of a $400,000
federal grant for storm water improve-
ments; initiation of repairs or replace-
ment of sidewalks damaged by bor-
ough trees, and the adoption of a
Downtown Redevelopment Plan.

Mr. Jung concluded by stating that

he had experienced both the joy of
marching in the Memorial Day Parade
and the solemnity of participating in
the Memorial and Veterans Day ser-
vices. In addition, he was thankful for
the opportunity to perform 25 wed-
dings, as well as to serve on the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Ministerium, partici-
pating in services for Thanksgiving,
National Day of Prayer and Martin
Luther King Jr. Day.

He thanked his wife, Nancy, and his
daughters, Diane and Debbie, for their
support over the years. He also ac-
knowledged the current council and
made a special thank you to Council
President Whitaker, who is also leav-
ing the governing body after six years,
and Councilman Trumpp, who has
served for the past two years.

Next, Mr. Jung made a presenta-
tion of the Borough Seal and an
autographed Harry Devlin picture to
Mr. Whitaker, who has served as

Council President since 2001 and on
the council since 1998.

He noted that Mr. Whitaker had
served on various committees as a
councilman, which included Educa-
tion, Health and Welfare, Adminis-
tration and Finance, Public Safety
and Public Works.

Fellow council member Stuart Kline
told the audience, “Mr. Whitaker is
energetic, outspoken and intelligent.
I have a respect for his guidance on
this council. He is one of the hardest
working council people that I have
seen and it has been an honor to serve
with you. This council will miss you.”

Councilman Trumpp, who has
served the borough since 2002, was
also presented with the Borough Seal
and autographed picture.

Mr. Jung stated, “This gentleman
is a symbol for several things, such as
perseverance. He is very dedicated
to his family, friends and to the Bor-
ough of Fanwood. He was always
prepared and enjoyed his time as the
Police Commissioner.”

Police Chief Donald Domanoski

FWCouncil Discusses
Communication Tower

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Fanwood’s monthly agenda meet-
ing, held on Tuesday night, began
with an hour-long discussion regard-
ing the building of a new communi-
cations tower at Borough Hall.

Charles Whelan of Salient Associ-
ates, a consultant hired by the borough,
and Fanwood Police Officer Brian
Bartiromo came before the mayor and
council for a second time, requesting
permission to move forward with ob-
taining a bid for the project. The cur-
rent tower is leaning and in need, not of
repair, but of total replacement.

As he has done before, Officer
Bartiromo emphasized that the new
tower must be installed as soon as
possible, to ensure that the borough’s

new $80,000 communications sys-
tem is not harmed by lightning strikes,
and to provide the best possible com-
munication in the field.

“I cannot stress that enough. The
system went online two months ago,
and we are only getting 60 percent of
the coverage we should,” stated Of-
ficer Bartiromo.

The problem, he explained, is due to
the fact that the current tower is only 50
feet high, with a 10-foot antenna, and
does not clear the surrounding trees.
This situation interferes with recep-
tion.

An in-depth discussion was held
between Mr. Whelan, Officer
Bartiromo and the mayor and coun-
cil regarding the four questions that
need answers: Where should the
tower be built? How tall does the
tower need to be to provide the best
quality communication? Which type
of tower design would be best suited
for this purpose? And how much
loading should the tower hold?

Three possible locations on bor-

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
OH SAY CAN YOU SEE...Toni Dolce, right, the niece of Councilwoman Donna
Dolce, sang “The Star-Spangled Banner” at the Fanwood Reorganization
meeting on Sunday, at which her aunt took her oath of office.
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of the success stories realized in
Scotch Plains, including the estab-
lishment of new and revamped recre-
ational facilities and ballfields at
Jerseyland and Farley Parks and the
new Memorial Park, as well as the
planned renovations to ballfields at
Park Middle School.

He also touted the purchase of a
new senior citizens bus and expressed
his hope that a new senior center can
be established at some point in the
near future.

Mayor Marks also noted that the
downtown business community is
exploring the creation of a Special
Improvement District (SID), “so our
landlords and merchant owners can
become financial stakeholders and
a cohesive group. We endeavor to
do this without placing an addi-
tional financial burden on Scotch
Plains’ residential property tax-
payers; while at the same time, it
is our hope and expectation that
continued improvements to our
central business district will in-
crease property values and further
lessen that residential property tax
burden.”

The steering committee looking at
whether to establish a SID is ex-
pected to complete its work and make
formal recommendations within the
next several weeks.

Turning to this year’s municipal
budget, which will be the first major
item on this year’s agenda, Mayor
Marks said he is hopeful that an
improving economy and, perhaps,
an increase in state aid after two
straight years of a freeze will allow
the township property tax increase
this year to be more in line with the
average 3 percent increase seen be-
tween 2000-2002.

Last year, the municipal portion
of local property taxes rose by 18
points and led to several weeks of
political wrangling between Repub-
licans and Democrats, something
the mayor acknowledged last week
when he recalled what he termed
“scare tactics mailings” by local
Democrats.

“With a municipal election com-
ing up later this year, I would expect
more of the same shenanigans from
them again,” the mayor said as he
urged residents to “scrutinize care-
fully what they receive in the mail. If
it sounds a bit outlandish, it likely
is.”

A number of appointments were
made last week, with Council-
woman Paulette Coronato named
Deputy Mayor for a second one-
year term. All four members of the
township’s legal team were reap-
pointed for another year, with Dou-
glas Hansen beginning his fifth year
as Township Attorney, Lawrence
Woodruff starting his third year as
Assistant Township Attorney,
Randolph Brause beginning his
third year as Public Defender and
Michael Blacker continuing as
Municipal Prosecutor.

Councilwoman Coronato and
Michael Michalisin were reap-
pointed to the township planning
board for one- and two-year terms,
respectively. Chris Abeel and Will-
iam Kraft were reappointed to the
zoning board of adjustment for four-
and two-year terms, respectively.
Bob Roberts and Bruce Bond will
serve as Chairman and Vice Chair-
man, respectively, of the construc-
tion board of appeals. Theodore
Bassman and Harold Brody were

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mayor Marks Revisits Issue
Of Property Tax Reform

appointed to one-year terms on the
Green Brook Flood Control Com-
mission. Brian Doyle will serve as
the new Chairman of the township
environmental commission.

The January 1 reorganization
meeting was low-key and relatively
brief compared with recent years.
There were no New Year’s Day
oath takings by any members of the
governing body, as has been the
case in recent years. With no mu-
nicipal elections two months ago,
the lineup of the 2004 council, with
Mayor Marks, Deputy Mayor
Coronato, Frank Rossi, Nancy
Malool and Carolyn Sorge, will
remain the same as it begins its
second straight year in complete
Republican control.

Mayor Marks, whose term is up at
the end of this year, has not yet
decided whether to seek a second
term. And Councilwoman Coronato’s
seat will also be in play in this
November’s election.

The council’s first regular meeting
will be held on Tuesday, January 13.

At its last meeting of 2003, a brief
special public hearing was held on
Christmas Eve. The council passed
two ordinances relating to the planned
Broadway development that was ap-
proved last year by the township
planning board. One ordinance va-
cates several township-owned streets
in the neighborhood of the develop-
ment -- Broadway, Waverly Place,
Liberty Street and Rolling Peaks Way
— while the other involves the sale
of a substandard, township-owned
lot to a private citizen.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Estrada Named Board’s First
Hispanic-American Chairman
income level – may obtain prescrip-
tion medication at a lower cost than
would be available through standard
medical insurance. He said that the

C H I N E S E  C U I S I N E

 

Live Entertainment
Fridays & Saturdays
7:30pm to 11:30pm

Steak
Lobster
Duck

Specializing in:

GRAND OPENING

Luncheon & Dinner
Daily Specials

Take Out To Enjoy In The Comfort Of Your Own Home
Party Facilities

Home & Office Catering Specialists
Cocktails & Fine Wine Selection

Smoke Free

OPEN 7 DAYS
CLARK VILLAGE SHOPPING CENTER

(732) 381-1122
 (Ample Parking)1051 Raritan Road, Clark

program comes “at no cost to tax-
payers.”

Another initiative planned for this
year focuses on the Union County
Arts Center in Rahway. The chairman
announced plans by the county to
purchase the center, along with sev-
eral adjoining tracts of land, and con-
vert it into a year-round cultural cen-
ter. There are also plans for develop-
ers to build a Holiday Inn Express and
a 500-space parking deck in close
proximity to the renovated arts center.

“With these investments in the Arts
Center, we will create a major per-
formance space for Northern New
Jersey, with the potential to attract
new performers and bring new vital-
ity to a great town,” commented
Chairman Estrada.

In addressing the youth of Union
County, Chairman Estrada announced
the creation of the Kids’ Recreational
Trust, which will provide scholar-
ships to low-income children for their
participation in athletic programs. The
trust will also enable youth leagues in
all municipalities to purchase new
equipment, and aid in renovation and
maintenance of athletic and recre-
ational facilities.

“Low income children will be able
to play soccer, baseball, softball, foot-
ball or any other group sport without
worrying about the expense to their
family,” he explained.

Union County officials will also fur-
ther address the environment through
the “Greening Union County” grant
program through which the county hopes
to plant approximately 4,000 trees
throughout the 21 municipalities this
year. Each tree will come with a one-
year warranty to ensure proper adapta-
tion to its surrounding environment.

Further, every municipality will
be able to apply for a “Greening
Union County” grant, with the county
matching the municipality’s funds
put toward the program. The county
will also provide the necessary man-
power to plant the trees.

In addition to the appointments of
chairman and vice-chairman, the three
re-elected freeholders were also sworn
in. Freeholders Alexander Mirabella,
Deborah Scanlon and Chester Holmes
each thanked the voters who returned
them to their offices.

Freeholder Mirabella said, “We
worked hard to get our message out,
and the residents responded.”

Freeholder Holmes recognized the
importance of public service, and he
acknowledged that it is “a privilege,
and I should not take it (public ser-
vice) lightly.”

The meeting also marked the final
appearance of Superior Court Judge
Edward Beglin, who presided over
the annual reorganization. Through-
out the afternoon, many speakers
thanked the judge for his years of
service to the county. Senator Lesniak
even presented the judge with a box of
sweets for “a sweet man.”

Judge Beglin remarked that his “one
wish is that today, or in the future, the
county is ready to construct a new
juvenile detention center.” Chairman
Estrada later responded to the judge’s
request, stating that the board will
ensure that a new center is built.

Judge Beglin also expressed his
sincere gratitude for being able to
serve the people of Union County.

“We have an extraordinarily good
county,” he said.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
FULL SCALE RESPONSE...Barricades were set up and armed guards were
stationed outside Temple Emanu-El from New Year’s Eve until Friday morning
following a threat to the temple.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
FIRST TIME ON THE DAIS...Fanwood’s new mayor, Colleen Mahr, standing,
took her place on the dais for the first time on Sunday. She was joined by
Councilwoman Donna Dolce, far left, and Councilman Jack Molenaar, to Mrs.
Mahr’s right, who began their first terms that day. Also pictured is Council-
woman Katherine Mitchell.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Officials Give Green Light
To Deer Hunt at Reservation

WHS Graduate
Jumps to Death

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for  The Times

WESTFIELD -- A graduate of
Westfield High School plunged
to his death from the sixth floor of
a New Brunswick parking garage
at approximately 5:45 p.m. on
Monday in an apparent suicide.

Michael Charmatz was discov-
ered by a sheriff’s officer and
taken to Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospi-
tal, where he was
pronounced dead
at 8:56 p.m.

According to
Sergeant Richard
Rowe of the New
Brunswick Po-
lice Department,
a note was found and no foul
play is suspected.

Mr. Charmatz was a sopho-
more at Rutgers University, and
was a 2002 graduate of Westfield
High School (WHS).

While at WHS, he served as
President of the senior class and
delivered a speech at graduation.
He graduated with academic dis-
tinction and was a member of the
National Honor Society and the
football team.

Michael Charmatz

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Officials
Reorganize

budget and “the need for property tax
relief,” Mayor Mahr plans to be an
“aggressive lobbyist” and, towards
that end, she announced that the bor-
ough will apply for extraordinary aid
from the state, this being the second
time this action has been taken.

Concerning the hotly debated down-
town redevelopment issue, Mayor Mahr
explained that it will be a priority, and
that she will call for several town-wide
meetings to discuss the topic -- the first
to be held within 90 days. She empha-
sized that “no redevelopment agree-
ment will be signed until and unless our
residents, merchants and property own-
ers are heard from.”

The borough will pursue a Transit
Village designation, and will apply
for local and county grants to provide
technical and planning assistance.

Continuing on the subject of
volunteerism raised by Council-
woman Dolce, Mayor Mahr empha-
sized, “I was so impressed by the
number of people that give of them-
selves to Fanwood. The entire town is
cared for and loved by its volunteers.
It is this level of dedication and com-
mitment that makes Fanwood a won-
derful place to live.”

Following the meeting, a large
crowd gathered at the Fanwood Me-
morial Library for refreshments.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Jung’s Farewell
then presented Mr. Trumpp with a
simulated, engraved Fanwood Po-
lice Department patch.

“He was a good Police Commis-
sioner,” stated Chief Domanoski. “He
got in the police cars with our officers
and rode with them to see what they
were faced with on a daily basis and
took the ultimate responsibility of pro-
tecting our residents. We will miss
you,” the chief said.

During the public portion of the meet-
ing residents made comments about the
outgoing governing members.

Former Councilman Andrew
McDonald said, “All elections hap-
pen in such a way that one group is
happy and another is unhappy. Lou it
has been a pleasure to work with you
and I want to congratulate Mayor-
elect Mahr.”

Robert Kraus stated, “After 36 ½
years living in Fanwood, I would
like to thank all of you for making it
a great place to live. Keep up the
good work.”

Barbara Couphos stated, “I moved
to Fanwood in 1928 and want to say
that Louis Jung is a noble man of the
highest integrity. He is a man who
has done everything he said that he
would do. We will miss him.”

Theodore Trumpp said, “I have
lived here a long time and have had
the honor of being mayor for 12 years
and have been on the council for
seven. I think that Lou and this coun-
cil tried to do more for our borough
that any other council since the 1960s.”

Finally, Carol Kraus noted, “ I have
lived here for 36 ½ years and remem-
ber David as a fifth grader at Brunner
School. I remember your class be-
cause you were all very good to class-
mate Peter Perry. I have known Lou
since 1978 when he started on the
board of education. He is intelligent,
honest and has the highest degree of
integrity. Thank you for all of your
service to the community.”

In other business, Mr. Jung thanked
Borough Attorney Mark Peck for his
service to the council. A resolution
was read honoring  Recreation Com-
missioner George Speer for 14 years
of service on the commission. A
resolution was also read and pre-
sented to the parents of Major David
Venezia, who is serving in the 78th
Army Infantry Division in Iraq. He
graduated from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School and has been
serving in the military for 19 years.

As the last order of business for
Fanwood in 2003, resolutions were
read and passed upon second readings
for personnel policies, regarding sick
leave and vacation time for non-union-
ized employees; the location for cellu-
lar towers, that they not be placed
within 200 feet of a Fanwood home,
and that the cost of Planning Board
appeals be paid for by the applicant.

In addition, the second reading of
Ordinance 03-26-R regarding Land
Use R-50 Zone has been tabled until
the January meeting.

ough property were discussed, with
the decison being reached that the site
near the parking area would be best.
The tower will be approximately 100
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feet tall, with a base about six feet in
width, and would be lattice in style, a
look that Officer Bartiromo compared
to the Eiffel Tower.

The height of the tower is a signifi-
cant issue. If the borough desires to
have cellular communication compa-
nies pay for the use of the tower in the
future, the height and load capacity
will need to meet certain requirements.

The estimated cost of the project is at
least $100,000. Borough Administra-
tor Eleanor McGovern stated that there
is $88,000 in the budget for the tower,
and the borough would need to bond
for the rest of the cost.

Mr. Whelan estimates the entire
project can be completed within six
months. It was decided, at the conclu-
sion of the discussion, that Mr. Whelan
will prepare a bid for the borough and
that the geotechnical work needed to
be done on the ground will begin as
soon as possible.

In other business, Borough Engineer
Richard Marsden provided the mayor
and council with his Capital Projects
Summary List, and discussed plans for
the new pedestrian bridge, to be located
near Sheelen’s Crossing. Mr. Marsden
asked for input on the design of the
bridge. “They are trying to get it as
historically accurate as possible, using
an old photograph.”

At next Tuesday’s regular council
meeting, a first reading of an ordinance
will be held regarding the 4 percent
salary increase that was recently nego-
tiated concerning the Public Works
Department. An ordinance must be
passed to make the increase official.

It has been decided that former Coun-
cil Special Attorney Mark Peck will
continue to represent the borough on the
matter of the Verizon cell tower applica-
tion due to his knowledge of the history
of the issue. A resolution will be passed
next week for his professional services
contract, with the stipulation that his fee
should not exceed $5,000.

The appointments of the Emergency
Coordinator, Deputy Emergency Coor-
dinators and the Emergency Response
Team will all be done by resolution next
week. In addition, Police Officer Phillip
Ugone will be present to receive a reso-
lution honoring his new position.

mendations to the council in a few
weeks. He noted that if the $1.4
million increase was accepted and
the township revenue picture re-
mained the same as last year, the
council would be looking at a 14-
point increase in the municipal por-
tion of property taxes.

However, Mr. Atkins said the rev-
enue picture will be better this year,
with the local surplus higher than
2003, and cuts in the 2004 budget
requests will be made, so a signifi-
cant tax increase like last year’s

18-point hike doesn’t appear likely.
Mr. Atkins also told the council that

the Public Works Department’s leaf
pick-up program is expected to be
completed by the end of this week,
adding that extra hours and Saturday
hours have been authorized, if needed,
to ensure all leaves are picked up.

The two December snowstorms
and rainy weather caused delays in
finishing the leaf pick-up. Mr. Atkins
said branches, limbs and Christmas
trees will be picked up next week,
cautioning that all schedules were
dependent on the weather.


