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Don’t forget to ask about 
Valley’s Kids First Savings Club.SM

w w w . v a l l e y n a t i o n a l b a n k . c o m    1 - 8 0 0 - 5 2 2 - 4 1 0 0

Free Checking.  Perfected.

© 2004 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. 

Unlimited perfection!
Unlimited checking with no minimum balance. 

No monthly service charge for 1st year. Still free after 
1 year by maintaining a $99 minimum daily balance.

Although this offer is for new account holders only, 
we have similar great options for our current customers. 

…with perfectly free stuff!!
Free Valley Check Cardsm…free fi rst order of Deluxe 

wallet style checks…free on-line banking and bill payment.

It’s the Perfect Switchsm!!!
Valley has a free and easy solution to move your banking 
accounts to us. Visit one of Valley’s 129 offi ces for details.

Valley’s 
Perfect Switchsm took 

the hassle out of 
moving from my 

old bank. 

MAKE TAX-FREE GIFTS

The IRS allows you to give away up to $11,000 each year to
as many people as you want, without triggering gift tax.  If you and
your spouse “split” your gifts, you can double this $11,000 annual gift-
tax exclusion and give $22,000 per recipient. If you’re thinking of
sharing your wealth, here are some important gift-giving
considerations:

.  All gifts during the year, including birthday and holiday
presents, count toward  the $11,000 (or $22,000) annual gift tax
exclusion.  For example, say you give a $500 birthday present to your
grandchild, you may give another $10,500 to that grandchild during
the year without triggering the need for a gift tax return.

.  A gift made by check isn’t complete until the recipient
actually deposits or cashes the check.  Plan accordingly when making
year-end gifts, especially if you want such gifts to be counted toward
this year’s gift-tax exclusion.

.  For a gift to be valid, you must part with ownership.  Pay
special attention to  gifts of stock in the family business or gifts of
your personal residence.

.  Carefully consider the type of asset before you give it
away.  Property that has substantially appreciated in value may not be
a good candidate for giving.  Keeping it may allow for a step-up in
basis in your estate.  If you own stock, or other property, that has
declined in value since you acquired it, you may be  better off selling
the property and giving away the proceeds.  Giving away a life
insurance policy can be an excellent strategy, but it’s subject to some
tricky rules.

Of course, you should never make a substantial gift unless
you can afford  to part  with the property.  And any gift-giving program
should be part of an overall estate plan. Call us if you’d like assistance
with your gift and estate planning.

Sean Duffy, CPA
328 Park Avenue
Scotch Plains, NJ  07076
908-490-1875
sduffycpa@erols.com
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DO YOU HAVE TO
GO TO COURT?

JON M. BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

Personal Injury Law

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ

MITTERHOFF

GRABAS & WOODRUFF

1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7000
E mail: jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com

Donate Your Car

Help Can’t Wait
Call: 1-888-999-HELP (4357)

One Call Does It All
Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing

Any Make / Any Model  •  Cars Trucks & Vans

*Some restrictions apply. Advertising supplied by SAS

Westfield / Mountainside Chapter

AT T O R N E Y A T LA W

Thomas C. Jardim, Esq.

Specializing in:

EMPLOYMENT DISPUTES &

SEVERANCE AGREEMENTS

REAL ESTATE & LAND USE

ESTATE PLANNING & ELDER LAW

Hersh,  Ramsey  &  Berman, P.C.

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE, MORRISTOWN, NJ 07962

973.267.9600     FAX: 973.984.1632
tjardim@hrb-nj.com         www.hrb-nj.com

FREEHOLDER OATH...Being re-elected to his third term, Alexander Mirabella
of Fanwood takes the oath of office as Union County Freeholder last Sunday in
Elizabeth. Assemblyman Neil Cohen administers the oath. Mr. Mirabella is
joined by his wife Phyllis and their children Alex and Micayla.

James DeRose Named
As Mountainside Judge

MOUNTAINSIDE – Mr. James
DeRose was appointed Municipal
Judge for the Borough of Mountainside
in a ceremony at borough hall on Janu-
ary 6. The Honorable
Walter Barisonek, a Judge
of the Superior Court of
New Jersey, swore in Mr.
DeRose.

Mr. DeRose and his
family have been resi-
dents of Mountainside
for 22 years. During that
time, he has been a rep-
resentative on the
Borough’s Local Ethics
Committee, Historic
Committee and 100th
Anniversary Committee.
Most recently, Mr.
DeRose has served as the
Assistant Prosecutor for the Borough.

“It’s rewarding to be entrusted with
the responsibility for handling the
variety of cases that will come be-
fore me,” said Judge DeRose. “I’m

honored, and look forward to serving
the community of Mountainside in
this new capacity.”

 Mr. DeRose is a partner at the
Westfield law firm of
Lindabury, McCormick
& Estabrook where he
practices in the areas of
automotive law, prod-
uct liability, commercial
litigation, and regula-
tory matters relating to
the automotive industry.
He also represents ma-
chine, tool, and elec-
tronics manufacturers
and distributors as well
as numerous insurers.
Mr. DeRose is certified
by the New Jersey Su-
preme Court as a Civil

Trial Attorney, and is admitted to
practice before the U.S. Supreme
Court, the Third Circuit Court of
Appeals, and the U.S. District Court,
District of New Jersey.

James DeRose

Westfielder Joseph McCabe
Earns Rank of Eagle Scout

HIGHEST HONORS…Eagle Scout Joseph McCabe, center, is flanked by his
brothers Andrew and David McCabe, left, and his parents Cheryl and Steven
McCabe, right.

WESTFIELD – Joseph McCabe
of Westfield has earned the highest
award bestowed by the Boy Scouts
of America, the rank of Eagle Scout.
A member of Troop 73 of the Holy
Trinity Church since the sixth grade,
Joe served during his scouting career
as Assistant Patrol Leader, Patrol
Leader, Senior Patrol Leader and
Junior Assistant Scoutmaster.

He earned the rigorous 50-Miler
award twice: afoot at Philmont Scout
Ranch in New Mexico, and afloat
whitewater canoeing on the Dela-
ware River. Joe represented
Westfield’s Boy Scouts in honoring
the Twin Tower victims at the 2002

Memorial Day ceremony.
For his Eagle project, Joe improved

two areas in Tamaques Park in
Westfield. He made a walking path
about the pond and repaired and re-
placed signs on the baseball fields.

Joe is the son of Steven and Cheryl
McCabe. Joe’s older brothers also
are Eagle Scouts. Andrew McCabe
earned his Eagle Rank in 1996 and
David earned his in 1998.

Joe graduated from Westfield High
School in 2003, where he was an
honor student, a varsity wrestler and
on the spring track team. He is cur-
rently a freshman at the University of
Massachusetts at Amherst.

Former FW Mayor Jung
Recounts Public Service

Editor’s Note: Mayor Jung’s speech
was edited for space considerations.

It has been somewhat of a tradition
that a retiring Fanwood Mayor makes
farewell remarks at this last meeting.
How does one summarize 10-1/2 years
as mayor and councilman in a matter of
minutes? But I’ll try!

I have lived in Fanwood for over 29
years, over half of my adult life. For 22
of those 29 years it has been a pleasure,
an honor, and most of all, a privilege to
serve the residents of Fanwood.

I served on the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education for 12 years, 1978-
1990. I have served on the Fanwood
Council for two full terms, after being
selected in mid 1993 to serve out an un-
expired term. During my 6-1/2 years on
council, I served on each of the council’s
six committees. Then came the extraor-
dinary privilege of serving as Fanwood’s
Mayor from January 1, 2000, to the
present.

I was appointed to the council in Au-
gust 1993 to fill the last six months of
Frank Rossi’s term, since Frank had
moved to Scotch Plains. From that point,
I have served with 17 different council
members and two mayors. I would like
to name them all. In 1993 they were
mayor and future freeholder and Assem-
blywoman Linda Stender, future mayor
Maryanne Connelly, future council presi-
dent Bruce Walsh, Kevin McGonigle,
Andy MacDonald, and future council
president Bill Populus; they were fol-
lowed by Don Kolterjahn, Chet Lindsey,
Karen Schurtz, Stu Kline, future council
president Joel Whitaker, Kathy Mitchell,
Tom Ryan, Cindy Swindlehurst, Carol
Wood, David Trumpp, Michael Brennan,
and Andy Calamaras.

I learned something from every one of
them and remember them all for many
different personal and professional reasons.
It was a pleasure to work with them all.

As mayor, I always tried to: be dedi-
cated and hard working; have a credo of
being truthful, fair and honest; give bi-
partisan leadership, where all opinions
are valued and respected, with no acri-
mony involved — and an “agree to dis-
agree now let’s move on” philosophy. I
had bi-partisan representation on all
boards, commissions, and committees.

I have enjoyed working with our very
capable professional staff – Administra-
tor/Clerk Eleanor McGovern is a con-
summate professional, always at the
ready with answers and information re-
quired. CFO Barbara Brennan and Tax
Collector Colleen Huehn complete an
excellent, well-run administrative that
works so well as a unit. Ray Manfra, our
DPW Director, nobody does it better.
And Ray has been at it for over 41 years!

Over my 10-1/2 years, I was able to
work with three excellent police chiefs –
Tony Parenti, Bob Carboy, and Don
Domanoski – three different styles, but
with the same end result – a top notch,
well respected police force for Fanwood.

I’ll have fond memories of the Sep-
tember Fanny Wood Days, the holiday
celebration in December — and for the
last two years, the June Spring Street
Fair. We built Fanny Wood Day, a great
idea by Mayor Maryanne Connelly, into
a traditional event each year.

We completed many capital projects
the last several years. I would like to
mention a few – (1) The purchase and
installation of unique, Victorian street
lamps for the downtown, including life-
time maintenance by PSE&G. (2) We
enlarged and upgraded South Avenue
Train Station parking lot, including a
new agreement with NJ Transit. (3) We
upgraded ball fields and the drainage
system at Forest Road Park. (4) We
initiated programs repairing or replac-
ing sidewalks damaged by borough trees.
(5) A $400,000 federal grant for storm
water sewers was obtained. (6) The For-
est Road Park building was just dedi-
cated on December 23.

This mayor and council in the last
three years formally established a Shared
Services Coordinating Council with the
Township of Scotch Plains and the Board
of Education. This is unique  — one of a
kind in New Jersey.

We saved taxpayer dollars by refi-
nancing our bond obligations to take
advantage of 2003 low interest rates.

However, I believe our most impor-
tant work was committing to the open
process that resulted in adopting by ordi-
nance a Downtown Redevelopment Plan
for our core commercial block bounded
by Martine, South, and LaGrande Av-
enues, and Second Street. The status quo
for our downtown is unacceptable be-
cause we’ll be falling behind neighbor-
ing towns as they move forward. We

must pursue the absolutely necessary
Downtown Redevelopment Plan. We
must clean up the areas along Second
and LaGrande, and rebuild the stores on
South Avenue, while negotiating with a
developer for the best possible deal for
Fanwood.

My hope is that the next mayor and
council will move forward with the plan.

The tragic events of September 11th,
2001, and being mayor, gave me a new
and closer perspective of our emergency
response people in Fanwood. Our rescue
squad, volunteer fire department, and
police department do a terrific job pro-
viding their necessary services. This dedi-
cated group can respond to any local
emergency in less than two minutes!

I have experienced the joy of marching
in the Memorial Day parade, but also the
solemnity of participating in Memorial
Day and Veterans Day services. I had the
chance to perform 26 weddings, and the
great opportunity to be a member of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ministerium.
What a wonderful experience it was to
work with our local clergy and other civic
leaders and participate in services at
Thanksgiving, National Day of Prayer
and Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

I will remember all the people I’ve
met, helped, or worked with. People and
memories are what it’s all about, and I
have hundreds of them!

I want to thank my family – Nancy,
my wife, Diane and Debbie, my daugh-
ters — especially Nancy, for making the
sacrifices necessary for me to serve as
mayor, on the council and on the board
of education.

I would particularly like to thank the
council that sits here this evening who
have served with dedication and energy.
And a special thank you to council presi-
dent Joel Whitaker and councilman
David Trumpp. I want to thank Joel for
serving six years on council and David
for his nearly two years. This council’s
commitment to do what’s best for
Fanwood was evident in every decision
made, or idea or vision put forward.

I received a Christmas card this year
in which the person commented, “Lou,
Fanwood is better for your service”. I’m
sure all my council colleagues past and
current have received similar comments.
And this is the best we can hope for, that
people feel we have made Fanwood an
even better community.

It has been an extraordinary privilege
and honor to serve as the 25th Mayor of
Fanwood these past four years.

Fanwood Mayor Louis C. Jung

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PACKED HOUSE...The overflow crowd watches intently during the reorgani-
zation meeting at the Westfield Municipal Building on Tuesday night.

Governor Filed Nominations For
Union County Individuals

TRENTON — Governor James
McGreevey submitted the following nomi-
nations of individuals from Union County
to the State Senate in December. The
nominations are subject to senate consent.

Local Finance Board: The nominate
for appointment is Charlotte DeFilippo
of Hillside.

Catastrophic Illness In Children Re-
lief Fund Commission: The nominate
for reappointment is Janice Prontnicki,
MD of Mountainside.

New Jersey Election Law Enforce-
ment Commission: The nominate for

appointment is Mr. Jerry English, Esq.
of Summit.

State Health Planning Board: The
nominate for appointment is Craig
Hrinkevich of Westfield to fill vacancy.
The nominate for reappointment is Su-
san Olszewski of Plainfield. The nomi-
nate for appointment is Patricia Perkins-
Auguste of Elizabeth to fill vacancy.

Union County Board Of Taxation:
The nominate for appointment is Melanie
Selk of Roselle Park to fill vacancy. The
nominate for reappointment is Anthony
Amalfe of Roselle.


