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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Zokor – A burrowing rodent that

looks like a mole rat
2. Culpon – A shred or splinter
3. Teff – A grain plant of Abyssinia

from which flour is made
4. Sarcoid – Like or consisting of flesh

TERGIVERSATE
1. To give a wavy form, margin, or

surface
2. To desert a cause
3. To please, charm or delight
4. To flatten or squash

SAPIENT
1. Restless; nervous
2. Wise; knowing
3. Dewy; moist
4. Not subject to corruption

TEREBINTH
1. A translucent quartz of leek-green

color
2. A medieval catapult for hurling

stones
3. A small European tree of the sumac

family. Turpentine tree.
4. A german helmet with a sharp metal

spike
DEBULLITION

1. Boiling over
2. A persistent ringing sound in the

inner ear
3. The shattering effect of a sudden

burst of energy, as in an explosion
4. A pulling or plucking off

Good Samaritans and Policemen of
Good Hearts Exist in Westfield

We can all be comforted knowing
that the human spirit is alive and well
in Westfield. When a sudden heart
attack stopped Irwin Bernstein’s rou-
tine work out, on Saturday, December
20, at the corner of Roger Avenue and
Boynton Avenue, he was immediately
attended by a passing motorist. The
Good Samaritan saw him running, saw
him fall, and raced over to begin CPR.

Seeing the situation, a second Good
Samaritan stopped to assist, using their
cell phone to call 911. The police ar-
rived on the scene two minutes after
receiving the call and were followed
by a prompt response from the Emer-
gency Squad. The Good Samaritans
told their story and left the scene with-
out leaving their names.

While the Good Samaritans moved
on and the Emergency Squad took Irwin
to Rahway hospital, the Westfield po-
lice officers, Morrison Kapka and Scott
Rodger, went door to door in search of
the identity of the man they had as-
sisted. When they came to Irwin’s home,
they spoke with Liela with kindness and
compassion. And, when it became clear
to them that the fallen man was likely to
be her beloved husband Irwin, they ac-

companied her to Rahway Hospital.
This was only the beginning.

Officers Kapka and Rodger refused
to leave Liela’s side until she was ac-
companied by friends, family and her
Rabbi — and until all administrative
details were handled at the hospital.

Officers Kapka and Rodger assisted
in contacting Liela’s Rabbi, coordi-
nated the timely conclusion of admin-
istrative details at the hospital and
insured Liela’s privacy to grieve. And,
the next day, officers Kapka and Rodger
made themselves available to the fam-
ily to discuss the details of the shock-
ing conclusion to Irwin’s life.

The human spirit is alive and well in
Westfield. The entire Bernstein fam-
ily would like to thank the anonymous,
compassionate Good Samaritans and
the professional, sensitive and com-
mitted officers Kapka and Rodger for
going above and beyond for our hus-
band, father, grandfather, and brother.

These acts of goodness and human-
ity provide great comfort to a grieving
family.

The Bernsteins
Westfield

Rabbi Thanks Police,
Clergy for Support

We, the staff and leadership of
Temple Emanu-El, want to express our
deep appreciation to the Police Depart-
ment of Westfield for their prompt,
sensitive, and above all completely pro-
fessional work during the course of a
serious recent incident involving the
Temple.

From the chief to the patrol officers,
every member of the department was
unfailingly devoted to our protection
and needs, and the calming demeanor of
every officer involved helped enor-
mously during a difficult time.

We also want to express our thanks to
the several Westfield churches and
clergy who called with offers of support
and prayer. We are fortunate to be among
the religious institutions of Westfield.

Douglas Sagal, Senior Rabbi
Temple Emanu-El

Westfield

Soldier Extends Thanks
For Recent Awards

I’d like to take this opportunity to
thank the American Legion for the medal,
certificate, and the Blue Star banner that
were presented to my parents on Decem-
ber 16. As I’m sure they told you, I was
unable to attend because I was aboard a
747 enroute to my current duty station,
Okinawa, Japan.

I’ve been assigned to the 12th Marine
Regiment, and will be working in the
Regimental S3 for my tour in Okinawa.
It’s comforting to know I have the sup-
port of my hometown while I’m sta-
tioned overseas, unaccompanied.

I look forward to stopping by the
American Legion when I return to the
states, sometime in December 2004.

Captain Matthew Gorbaty
Westfield

Former WF Mayor Disagrees
With Proposal to Sunset DWC

Westfield Reader Voices Support
For Proposal to Sunset DWC

William’s Peek’s letter in last week’s
Westfield Leader, calling for a thorough
review of the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration, should have the prompt atten-
tion of our town council.

In his letter, the writer has carefully
scrutinized the proposed 2004 budget of
the Downtown Westfield Corp. In list-
ing the various items, the figures speak
loud and clear. The message is obvious
for everyone to see, this organization
has outlived its usefulness and reached
the stage of an expensive bureaucracy.
The writer recommends transferring its

involvement to the Westfield Chamber
of Commerce, a sensible cost saving
solution for our town.

Mr. Peek should be complimented for
bringing this situation to our attention,
and the purpose of my letter is to voice
my strong support for his recommenda-
tion. As he suggested, it is indeed time
for the sun to set on the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, and I trust that
the Town Council can bring this about
without any undue delay.

Robert Furstner
Westfield

As the mayor who spent several years
bringing into being the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), the spe-
cial improvement district (SID) which
was created in my last months in of-
fice, I must disagree vehemently with
the proposal last week to
“sunset” or not continue
in existence the SID in
Westfield.

The SID was the cul-
mination of a lot of effort
by many people to pre-
serve our downtown, one
of the two features that
makes our town as popu-
lar as it is (the other, of
course being our fine
school system). In the
early 1980s many of us
assisted Springfield
Township authorities in
convincing the Planning
Board to turn down a mall
proposed for the present site of the
condos and stores at Springfield Av-
enue and Route 22. The process con-
tinued with the downtown committee
former mayor Rich Bagger appointed
to address downtown issues, followed
by application for, acceptance into and
successful execution of the national
MainStreet program.

I have said on a number of occasions
since, that creating the SID as the
process for keeping our downtown ac-
tive and vital was probably the most
important thing I did in five years as
mayor and 12 as councilman. I say it
again at the start of 2004.

The proposal to create a SID, a pro-
cess whereby real estate in a desig-
nated downtown area, is assessed ad-
ditional taxes to be used on the im-
provement of the area was not warmly
welcomed by a number of business
people and residents whose opinions I
and the then town council respected.
Indeed it took a number of months for
the entire town council to be persuaded
that the SID should be created.

But by the fall of 1996, the council
in a unanimous and bi-partisan vote
approved creation of the DWC. The
mayor and the town administrator sit
ex-officio on its board, and the SID
must and does come in to have their
proposed budget, spending and projects
reviewed and approved by the council.

I am not familiar with the elements
in the proposed 2004 budget. A couple
of observations however: From 40 plus
years experience and involvement with
non-profits in this town, including two
senior citizen housing complexes and
proposals for a community arts center
and using the Reeve house, there comes
a point in any complex project where

money has to be spent to do something
right and well; volunteer professional
help simply will not cut it.

That may be the reason for hiring an
outside professional to redo the down-
town web site. I personally look at

many web sites during a
week for many reasons,
and a poorly organized,
sloppy, unreadable, un-
workable one is a huge
turnoff. Others more fa-
miliar with web sites can
comment further on the
costs of creating a web
site worthy of Westfield.

The need for assured
cash flow to get things
done is why we have real
estate taxes in the first
place, and why churches
want commitments and
pledges. With all respect
to the efforts of many

unpaid volunteers running the Cham-
ber of Commerce over past decades,
they could not afford anything except
by passing the tin cup. The holiday
decorations, until a few years ago,
were an example of erratic and sub par
results from voluntary contributions.
(Anyone remember the Continental
Congress of 1775-1789?) Now a board
created by the town, consisting of mer-
chants, property owners and residents
can come up with ideas and assured
financing to protect the continued
health of our downtown.

Newcomers may not be aware of the
malaise in downtown Westfield in the
late 80s and early 90s. While the actual
percentage of vacant stores and busi-
ness square footage was small, promi-
nent vacancies made a huge adverse
impact on residents and others. Philo-
sophically I wish we still had some of
the mom and pop stores that were here
when I came in 1959, but I will take
mall-type stores any time over vacan-
cies.

The popularity of this community,
and the attendant multi-digit increase
in property values, has many causes;
surely our vibrant downtown, parking
problems notwithstanding, must be one
of them. Sunseting the SID would be
one of the most unfortunate actions the
council could take, a giant step back-
ward two or more decades. If there are
bad proposals or bad decisions about
how to spend the money, criticize,
revise, amend or delete them. That is
how the process is supposed to work.
But do not throw the prosperous and
growing baby out with the bath.

Bud Boothe
Former Mayor

Westfield

Bud Boothe

NJ Technical Renaissance Looms,
But Ethics is a Must With Stem Cells

Westfield Appointments Announced For 2004
The following appointments were

made on January 6, 2004 for the Town of
Westfield to fill open positions.

Council Committees
Public Safety, Transportation, &

Parking Committee: Rafael Betancourt,
Chairman; Mark Ciarrocca, Vice-Chair-
man; Andrew Skibitsky; James Foerst.

Finance Policy Committee: Peter
Echausse, Chairman; Larry Goldman,
Vice-Chairman; Mark Ciarrocca; Sal
Caruana

Public Works Committee: Andrew
Skibitsky, Chairman; Joanne Neylan,
Vice-Chairman; Larry Goldman; Rafael
Betancourt.

Code Review & Town Property
Committee: Sal Caruana, Chairman;
James Foerst, Vice-Chairman; JoAnn
Neylan; Peter Echausse

Chamber of Commerce Liaison:
Rafael Betancourt.

Board of Education Liaisons: James
Foerst, Mark Ciarrocca.

Second Senior Citizens Housing
Corporation Liaison: Mayor Greg
McDermott.

PANDA Liaison: JoAnn Neylan.
Union County League of Munici-

palities Liaison: Mayor Greg
McDermott; Rafael Betancourt, Alt.

County Cross Link Liaison: Larry
Goldman.

Other Appointments
Planning Board: James Foerst (Coun-

cil Liaison) December 31, 2004; Will-
iam Cariste December 31, 2007; Matt
Nilsen, Alt #2 December 31, 2005; Brian
Power (Mayor’s Designee) December
31, 2004; Kenneth B. Marsh, Class II
December 31, 2004.

Board of Adjustment: Larry
McDermott December 31, 2007; Don
Lane (to fill unexpired term) December
31, 2005; Chris Masciale December 31,

2007; Lori Duffy (to fill unexpired term)
December 31, 2004; Dan Clifford – Alt.
#1 (to fill unexpired term) December 31,
2004; Paul Zoides – Alt.#2 December
31, 2005.

Special Improvement District
Board: Joseph Spector December 31,
2006; Richard Fromkin December 31,
2006; Larry Goldman (Council Desig-
nee) December 31, 2004; Frank Arena
(Mayor Designee) December 31, 2004;
John Morgan (Administrator’s Desig-
nee) December 31, 2004.

Employee Appointments: Town At-
torney Robert Cockren December 31,
2004; Municipal Prosecutor Christine
Nugent December 31, 2004; Public De-
fender Robert Stahl December 31, 2004;
Labor Attorney Frederick Danser III
December 31, 2004; Official Newspa-
per The Westfield Leader December 31,
2004.

Board of Health: Trudy Burke De-
cember 31, 2007; Thomas O’Neill De-
cember 31, 2007; Jose Davila, Alt. #1
December 31, 2005; Joel Rock, Alt. #2
December 31, 2005; Mark Ciarrocca
(Council Liaison) December 31, 2004.

Recreation Commission: Jim
Marvin, Chairman December 31, 2004;
Jim Marvin December 31, 2006; Chris
Carson December 31, 2006; Loren
Weinstein December 31, 2006; Tom
Ripperger, Alt. #2 December 31, 2006;
Andy Skibitsky (Council Liaison) De-
cember 31, 2004.

Historic Preservation Commission:
Elizabeth List December 31, 2007; Eric
Diddel December 31, 2007; Robert
Braulatelli (to fill unexpired term) De-
cember 31, 2006; Joseph Biren Decem-
ber 31, 2007; Pat Hall, Alt. #1 (to fill
unexpired term) December 31, 2004;
John Ryan, Alt. #2 December 31, 2005.

Board of Architectural Review:
Mary Stewart December 31, 2006; Mary
Alice Ryan December 31, 2006.

Tree Preservation Commission:
Anthony Cerami December 31, 2006;
JoAnn Neylan (Council Liaison) De-
cember 31, 2004.

Town Historian: Elizabeth List De-
cember 31, 2005.

Westfield Housing Commission:
Anthony Attanasio, ex-officio Decem-
ber 31, 2004; Cara Foerst, ex-officio
December 31, 2004; Karen Trzesniowski
December 31, 2004; Katherine Clifford
December 31, 2004; Elizabeth Nilsen
December 31, 2004

Memorial Library Board: Denis B.
Cummings December 31, 2008; Peter
Echausse (Mayor’s Designee) Decem-
ber 31, 2004.

TV Advisory Board: Perry Soldati
December 31, 2006; Mark Harbaugh
December 31, 2006; Jeanne McCurdy
December 31, 2006; Sal Caruana (Coun-
cil Liaison) December 31, 2004.

Local Assistance Board: Aidene
O’Keefe December 31, 2007; Elizabeth
Nilsen December 31, 2007.

Sharing Committee: Larry
McDermott December 31, 2004; Dani
Holder, Alternate December 31, 2004.

Insurance Advisory Board: Anthony
Attanasio (to fill unexpired term) De-
cember 31, 2004; Mark Swingle Decem-
ber 31, 2006.

Solid Waste Advisory Board: Jim
Aiello, Delegate December 31, 2004;
John Salerno, Alternate December 31,
2004.

UC Transportation Advisory Board:
Robert Castelo, Delegate December 31,
2004.

Cultural & Heritage Program: Olga
Vargas, Delegate December 31, 2004.

Advisory Board: Eugenia Cline, Al-
ternate December 31, 2004.

Air Traffic Advisory Board: Jerome
Feder, Delegate December 31, 2004;
Rosemary Millet, Alternate December
31, 2004.

The recent successful landing of NASA’s Spirit
Rover on Mars and the return of thought-provoking
photographs to Earth buoys hope for a renaissance in
engineering and science technology — in our view,
that which seemed to have been slipping from our
society over the last two decades. Unfortunately,
ethics of many have slipped as well during that
period. Is there a coincidence?

Except for the 1997 success of the Mars Path-
finder, dismal failures of missions to Mars occurred
– leaving the distant triumph of Viking missions in
1976 as perhaps our last known example of properly
applied engineering management and technology.

The Viking mission landed two spacecrafts on Mars
27 years ago, which was the first successful landing of
a spacecraft on another planet. The crafts were de-
signed to last 90 days but functioned for four years.

In the 1990s, the meaning of the term technology
was distorted by Wall Street to mean things that were
represented by “dot.com,” web page development
and hyperlinks. Price/Earnings ratios were scoffed
at and ethics was left to the weak. Many people made
a lot of money with that myth and moral excursion
before the collapse. And there are bodies lying
around from it – weakened companies that were
once towers of strength such as Lucent Technologies
– and dismal examples of corruption, such as Enron
and many others. Too bad also, that we still have
examples ongoing as in Parmalat and Martha — and
in the leadership of the self-administered Wall Street
securities and exchange.

A web page designer never landed a spacecraft on
Mars, but they certainly help us stay informed of
events. With this perspective, we should now re-

member that technology means many things much
more preeminent and far-reaching – such as repre-
sented by the fields of physics, chemistry, thermody-
namics, biology and mathematics – as denoted by
subjects such as stoichiometry, string  theory, strength
of materials, Laplace Transforms, quantum mechan-
ics, atomic absorption and postsynaptic membrane.

With understandings such as this, coupled with
vision held fast by ethics, our society can accomplish
many dreams, otherwise not thought possible. New
Jersey, and this particular area, has been filled with
vision, dreams, inventors and accomplishments –
much more so than most areas of the world.

We may have stumbled a bit in vision or ethics
when AT&T in Murray Hill as the co-inventor of
fiber optics no longer makes cable – but has sold it
to the Chinese and the Japanese; when Johnson &
Johnson will no longer make Band-Aids in New
Jersey as production has been shipped to Brazil; or
as when companies such as IBM and Comcast
transfer software development to India.

But is New Jersey on the brink of technology
renaissance with the impending stem cell research
industry and all the good that this can mean in inner
space and with the lives of people? Our drug compa-
nies have always been the best, and now it seems that
our ability to innovate might become so with regen-
erative medicine.

In this endeavor of stem cell research, we certainly
need to maintain our vision and understanding of
technology along with a firm commitment to ethics.
The level of ethics from the past decade, which have
been applied to the “dot.coms” certainly has to be
strengthened in the arena of stem cell research.

Resident Speaks Out
On Hatred Toward
Temple Emanu-el

I have lived in Westfield for over 40
years. I can understand the feelings of
the people who live behind the Temple
Emanu-El in not wanting a parking lot
behind them. What I cannot understand
is the vitriol and hatred coming from
people who do not even live near the
Temple. People of good will are allowed
to disagree without losing the sense that
we are all brothers after all.

Stella Fresco Liebesman
Westfield

Assemblywoman Stender Thanks
Residents for Help With Food Drive

I would like to thank the residents of
the 22nd District for joining the fight
against hunger and making the Holi-
day Food Drive held at my office such
a wonderful success. I was over-
whelmed by the generosity exhibited
by the residents of our community. I
applaud the enthusiasm, support and
compassion demonstrated towards the
less fortunate members of our commu-
nity.

All donations were contributed to
the Community Food Bank of New
Jersey, the state’s largest provider of
donated food to charities. They are
responsible for distributing donated
materials to soup kitchens, shelters,
and thousands of food pantries across
New Jersey.

I would also like to remind residents
that my legislative office is a perma-
nent drop off for the Community Food
Bank. All residents in the surrounding
area are welcome to donate any of
these much needed food items to my
office located at 1801 East Second
Street, Scotch Plains or call (908) 668-
1900.

The well being of many of the less
fortunate members of our community
is dependent upon the support of chari-
table individuals and organizations. I
thank everyone who has donated food
in the past and look forward to your
continued generosity.

Linda Stender
Assemblywoman,

District 22

Amused, Westfielder
Got Nabbed by the
Town Meter Maid

I enjoy reading about the esca-
pades of fellow Westfielder’s regard-
ing the “horrors” of parking tickets
in downtown Westfield. Little did I
know that I would become part of the
fray, as well.

This past Saturday, while I was
illegally parked adjacent to Sherry’s,
I received the dreaded “parking
ticket” from Meter Maid #2019.
What’s amusing about this is that the
hatch of my wagon was open, emer-
gency hazard lights were blinking,
and a chair was almost “hanging
out” of my car’s tailgate.

I was in the middle of loading up
two chairs purchased from Sherry’s
in connection with their “going out
of business” sale. During the three or
four minutes I was in the store, I got
“nabbed”.

In disbelief, I had a good laugh and
went on my way. A warning to all —
beware of the Meter Maid.

Mike Rosenberg
Westfield
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