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By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — You may have
seen Stephen D’Amato sitting at The
Crossroads in Garwood on a Tuesday
night, sketching jazz performers, or
spotted this avid biker on the road,
where he enjoys his vigorous workout
several times a week, or you will find
him playing a vignette on the piano,
but it is more likely that this well-
rounded 43-year-old will be at home

in Cranford, working on his newest
interest — figurative, dream-like, sur-
realistic-type oils, acrylics, or water-
colors.

D’Amato developed his interest in
the arts at a very early age. He first
started to draw and paint at the age of
seven. After several years of letting it
slip away, he revisited his talent when
he was 16, and from that point on
decided to pursue a career in art.

After starting college at Syracuse
University in Syracuse, N.Y., D’Amato
completed his studies several years
later at Rutgers University, earning a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Visual Arts,
in a program consisting of a combina-
tion of academics and studio credits.

Claiming that he is the sole artistic
member of his family, D’Amato prob-
ably gained his interest in the arts from
his worldly upbringing.

From Morris County to Chicago,
and as far away as Australia, D’Amato
has had the opportunity to live in a
variety of places, with an assortment of
cultures from which to draw his cre-

ativity.
He has come a long way from his

early interest in crayons and colored
pencils. D’Amato discovered water-
colors in college, and although it is
“not a forgiving-type medium,” he
was mesmerized by the transparent

quality of the paints. And although he
continues to use watercolors, his rep-
ertoire has expanded to now include
oils and acrylics.

These days, D’Amato spends at least
three days each week in sessions, some
of them at the Westfield Art Associa-
tion, drawing his newest passion —
the human form.

“I’ve overcome a lot of flaws through-
out the year,” D’Amato told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, and is now
“focusing and concentrating on fig-
ures.” He is also studying anatomy,
and has an interest in portraiture.
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Several years ago, he considered
continuing his formal education and
started to pursue a Master of Arts
degree in Studio Art. He took a break,
realizing that he was not quite sure
how he wanted to proceed with his
thesis. Now, D’Amato must decide
whether to pick up where he left off, or
take classes at the Art Student’s League
in New York City instead.

Meanwhile, he reported that he is
tremendously happy with teaching at
adult schools and facilities around
towns such as Garwood, Summit, and
Basking Ridge.

D’Amato accomplishes all of this
with the support of Judi Dunn, his
wife of four years who also has a career
in the arts. His at-home studio was
once his living room, but that all
changed after his marriage. Although
the space became a living room once
again, D’Amato does not seem to mind.

“I work small, so it’s okay,” he said.
Dunn works in graphics, another

medium with which D’Amato is fa-
miliar. He was working as an illustra-
tor/graphic designer, when he suf-
fered a setback three years ago. While
biking, he was in a terrible accident,
which resulted in the loss of his job,
surgery, and an extended period of
disability.

As many creatively-inclined folks
will do, D’Amato used this time to his
advantage, further exploring his inter-
est in art.
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        Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Marking the re-
lease of his first CD of sultry Bossa
Nova favorites and originals, Paolo
Pinho took to the stage on New
Year’s Eve at Westfield’s Northside
Trattoria, where a five-course meal
and merry décor ushered in 2004.

Co-owner Timothy Boyle indicated
that the reservations had been sold-
out as of the afternoon of December
31. Brother and Co-owner Christo-
pher Boyle greeted guests in royal
“Iron Chef”-style, reminding guests
that they were sure to savor a feast for
the senses.

Festive spirals of ribbon hung from
the rafters, and tables were adorned
with candles, aromatic woods and
potpourri, noisemakers, glittery and
feathered hats, and white carnations
with baby’s breath. Service was im-
peccable, gracious and prompt.

As delectable hors d’ouevres were
presented to guests, elegant menus
beckoned revelers’ tastebuds with
promises of three distinctive entrees.
The sole dilemma of the evening
arose when you had to choose, for
each selection was unparalleled in
preparation and presentation.

A bountiful portion of field greens
with oven-roasted vegetables was of-
fered as the “insalata,” which was also
garnished with braised fennel and
grilled radicchio. Modestly laced with
apple cider vinaigrette, diners were
especially fascinated by the salad’s

smoked woodsy flavor, which was the
ideal blend to the accompanying sun-
dried tomatoes.

Prior to partaking in their entrée
selections, attendees cleansed their
palates with a refreshing dollop of
lemon sorbet swimming in cool mint
and mango soup, garnished by a lemon
tree leaf.

Each entrée offered a win-win situ-
ation. One can never go wrong with
salmon at Northside Trattoria and
that favorite, accompanied by braised
fennel, barley and basil-cilantro emul-
sion, was on the New Year’s Eve
menu. Other tempting choices in-
cluded filet mignon with wild mush-
room ragout and truffled mashed
potatoes or the wood-roasted half
yearling chicken with tender winter
root vegetables, tangy potato purée
and pan jus.

Couples snuck off to dance cheek
to cheek during Pinho’s performances,
as the clock ticked quickly toward the
New Year.

Before nibbling on an array of
pastry and petit fours, revelers sa-
vored every spoonful of rich, deep
mousse au chocolate with raspberry
couilis, served in funky, tall parfait
cups.

On another note, becoming a regu-
lar attendee of the Northside
Trattoria’s Jazz Sessions would be a
New Year’s resolution one would never
regret. The next session is slated for
Wednesday, January 14, from 6:30 to
10 p.m. Don’t miss it.
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  Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WEAVING THROUGH WESTFIELD’S TAPESTRY…Westfield residentWEAVING THROUGH WESTFIELD’S TAPESTRY…Westfield residentWEAVING THROUGH WESTFIELD’S TAPESTRY…Westfield residentWEAVING THROUGH WESTFIELD’S TAPESTRY…Westfield residentWEAVING THROUGH WESTFIELD’S TAPESTRY…Westfield resident
Drude Roessler relaxes at the piano in the First Baptist Church, the site of theDrude Roessler relaxes at the piano in the First Baptist Church, the site of theDrude Roessler relaxes at the piano in the First Baptist Church, the site of theDrude Roessler relaxes at the piano in the First Baptist Church, the site of theDrude Roessler relaxes at the piano in the First Baptist Church, the site of the
monthly meetings of the Musical Club of Westfield. Janet Grimler Gleason,monthly meetings of the Musical Club of Westfield. Janet Grimler Gleason,monthly meetings of the Musical Club of Westfield. Janet Grimler Gleason,monthly meetings of the Musical Club of Westfield. Janet Grimler Gleason,monthly meetings of the Musical Club of Westfield. Janet Grimler Gleason,
Roessler’s own Westfield High School music teacher, inspiration, mentor, andRoessler’s own Westfield High School music teacher, inspiration, mentor, andRoessler’s own Westfield High School music teacher, inspiration, mentor, andRoessler’s own Westfield High School music teacher, inspiration, mentor, andRoessler’s own Westfield High School music teacher, inspiration, mentor, and
golden thread in her life donated this piano to the group.golden thread in her life donated this piano to the group.golden thread in her life donated this piano to the group.golden thread in her life donated this piano to the group.golden thread in her life donated this piano to the group.

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTYBy SUSAN M. DOUGHERTYBy SUSAN M. DOUGHERTYBy SUSAN M. DOUGHERTYBy SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — It’s funny how
certain threads keep running through
the tapestry of our lives. If you look
closely, you can see those recurring
colors in your own life as well as your
neighbor’s.

Westfield neighbor Drude Roessler,
a retired music teacher, has a few
textured threads that emerge. When
she graduated from Westfield High
School in 1958, and was the recipient
of a scholarship to college compli-
ments of the Musical Club of
Westfield, little did she know that 40

years later she would be working to
raise funds for that same local schol-
arship.

“In 1972 when I came back to
Westfield, I thought it was time to
give back,” recalled Roessler. That
thread was introduced then and con-
tinues to play a big part of her life
today.

As a performing member of the
Musical Club of Westfield, she has
chaired many of the organization’s
committees for the scholarship con-
certs, which are presented bi-yearly.

“I really enjoy coordinating the
concerts…it’s like putting a mini-
show together,” she said of the event
that funds the scholarship for
Westfield students who are inter-
ested in furthering their musical tal-
ents in college.

The club she holds so dear meets
monthly at the First Baptist Church
of Westfield from October through
May. Members, made up of audi-
tioned performers and appreciators
of classical music, assemble for the
hour-long programs that consist of
presentations of two or three per-
formers or groups per meeting.

Music has taken Roessler many
places in her life, but because she put
in 31 years teaching in the Westfield
Public Schools, she still calls Westfield
home. After college, she taught in
Illinois for four years and in Florida
for five years in Florida, before re-
turning to her hometown of Westfield
to continue a career in music educa-
tion.

With a bachelor’s degree in music
and a master’s degree in vocal perfor-
mance from from Northwestern
University in Illinois, she was well
qualified not only to teach students,
and to direct their shows, but to also
become involved as a performer and
director in adult local and regional
theaters.

Her teaching career took her to
many Westfield schools: elementary
schools, to the junior high to the
high school and back again to the
elementary schools.

“We are fortunate to live in a town

that appreciates the arts,” she told
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. “Some of my
fondest memories are the 17 sum-
mers directing the Westfield Junior
High musicals.”

“While I was teaching junior high
students, I would always tell them
that we don’t put on a junior high
play,” she explained. Roessler admit-
ted to having been a demanding
teacher and director and feels that
students “delivered more” because of
those high expectations.

“Junior high students don’t really
have the ability to carry a whole

show,” she said, “but with the sets,
scenery and costuming, it worked.”
Supportive parents would come out
on Saturdays to pitch in, assisting
with sets, scenery, props and their
children’s costumes.

One of her favorite shows to direct
with the junior high students was
Peter Pan.

“When we did it for the Westfield
Summer Workshop in 1986, we did
it right — with the professional fly-
ing company,” remembered Roessler,
adding that she and the students had
such a ball that she reprised that
show for the Orange Avenue produc-
tion in 2000, the last children’s pro-
duction she directed for the Westfield
Public Schools.

That thread of a repeating show in
her life appears with other produc-
tions as well. Currently, as the Over-
all Book Director for the Cranford
Dramatic Club (CDC) in Cranford,
she is auditioning players for Kiss Me
Kate.

As the director of a show, “one
needs a concept to be able to do the
work justice.” For this production,
she has more than just a concept of it
— she knows the show from the
inside out because she and her hus-
band, Charles, played the two leads
in Kiss Me Kate when they were first
married.

She confessed that directing is a
special kind of joy, but performing
still brings that ultimate thrill. Both
she and her husband enjoyed the
applause of Edison’s Plays-in-the-Park
audiences in the early 1980s in Most
Happy Fella where she played his
sister, and in Damn Yankees where
she was his wife.

This talented musician is currently
a professional member of the choir of
Crescent Avenue Presbyterian
Church in Plainfield, which regu-
larly presents quality programs.

In addition to Plays-in-the-Park,
for decades, she has participated in
many CDC and Westfield Commu-
nity Players productions. The fabric
of her musical life weaves richer and
fuller each day.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School student and soprano Kay Rogers
won a national competition to per-
form at the 33rd Annual Rome Festi-
val in Rome, Italy this summer as an
artist in Bizet’s Carmen.

“Miss Rogers upheld the high stan-
dard of performing what Italian music
lovers, tourists, and critics have come
to expect from the Rome Festival,”
stated Maestro Fritz Maraffi, Music
Director of the Rome Festival Orches-
tra and Opera.

The Carmen performance was per-
formed about 900 meters from the
Roman Colosseum.

Kay also studied with master artist-

teachers as part of the festival’s Sum-
mer Institute, which is sponsored by
the Rome Festival Orchestra.

While balancing a schedule of re-
hearsals, performances and classes, Kay
had the opportunity to tour Rome.

Kay studied voice with Jeannette
Maraffi for more than two years. Cur-
rently, she is a member of the Ameri-
can Performance Studios. She also
performed with several local chamber
music ensembles. She received sup-
port for her living expenses in Rome
from local individual and business
donors, as well as the Alumni Fund
and Young Artists’ Fund of the Rome
Festival Orchestra.
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When she was First Lady, Demo-
crat Hillary Rodham Clinton
opined in a best-selling rant: “It
takes a village.” And, when it comes
to the ragtag panel of judges assess-
ing 30-second ads commissioned

by Moveon.org —
all of which bra-

zenly blast the
Bush adminis-
tration — it
seems to take a

bunch of village
idiots.
Seemingly out of

revenge for G.W.’s
overwhelming capture of the presi-
dency, Hollywood Democrats
pouted and
stomped their
feet like tyran-
nical toddlers
and opted to
launch their
own cam-
paign through
the website to
usurp any credibil-
ity and good intentions set forth by
G.W. since he took the Oath of
Office. Now that the Presidential
Election is in full swing and DEMS,
grappling with a pool of slim pick-
ings, cannot stand solidly behind a
real Presidential candidate,
Moveon.org is turning up the heat
under its cauldron of lies.

Fifteen out of 1,512 submis-
sions were received by the organi-
zation, which will pick the winner
on Monday, January 12, at the
Hammerstein Ballroom in New
York City. One of the original
entries, which compared Bush to
Hitler, was pulled and Moveon
denied any knowledge of the par-
allel one filmmaker tried to draw –
a comparison which has not only
outraged Republicans, but Jews
nationwide. The ads are being run
in an attempt to debunk the myth
that G.W. cares for his country. So,
Moveon has proffered seven reasons
to fuel filmmakers’ fire when target-
ing Bush – each painting the nation’s
leader as a lying, money-grubbing,
child-hating, job-cutting terrorist.
For a second there, I though I was
writing about Sadaam Hussein.

One of the seven sins of Bush,
according to Moveon, stems from
his promise that Iraq harbored
weapons of mass destruction; an-
other attacks him for not hugging
enough trees and recycling enough
plastic bottles to sate the worries of
environmentalists because there were
certainly bigger issues on the man’s
plate following 9/11. And, my fa-
vorite charge asserts that Bush has
stolen liberties from Americans by
trying to ensure their safety via
Internet monitoring, searches, fin-
gerprinting and wiretapping. Hey,
if you’ve got nothing to hide, why
would you be bothered if these mea-
sures would ultimately protect us
from another travesty?

Charlie Fisher of Denver, Colo.
is one of the finalists. His ad,
“Child’s Pay,” tosses some predict-
able folksy music in the background
while showing youngsters working
in a sweatshop to pay off the federal
deficit. My generation inherited its
share of deficits from past presiden-
cies, but I don’t remember working
in a sweatshop. Perhaps I blotted
out those memories. Another ad
puts Bush’s claims regarding Hussein
and Iraq to a polygraph test, while
an Arab-American says the U.S. is
as oppressive as his homeland.


