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FULLER, CARACTER, GATES HIT 12 PTS; THOMAS, 10

Raider Hoopsters Bewilder
Hillsborough Boys, 67-45

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomores Derrick Caracter and
Lance Thomas controlled the boards,
totaling 18 rebounds, rejected eight
shots and combined for 22 points to
lead the 5-1 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys’ basketball team
past visiting Hillsborough, 67-45, on
January 3. Their dominance under
the boards set the tone early in the
game.

Senior guard Sean Fuller fired in
12 points, added four assists, had two
rebounds and stole two basketballs.
Junior point guard Kyle Gates came
off the bench and was the offensive
controlling factor in the second half,
netting 12 points, including two three-
pointers. Sophomore Michael

Johnson scored 11 points, including
two from downtown, and had nine
assists. Gavin Ford contributed four
points, an assist and three rebounds,
and Mike Walker had four points,
two assists and three rebounds.

“My job demands to penetrate and
shoot when I get the open shot and
get it to my big man, because he can
score at will,” explained Johnson. “I
try to be a good player, get my team-
mates involved and get my shooting
guards shooting well. As you see, we
came up with a couple of three’s and
my big men did what they do.”

“It was good. We took it to them
with a well-balanced attack,” said
Raider Head Coach Dan Doherty.
“Our guards broke them down, they
let us run, so we ran on them. Gates

came off the bench and made a dif-
ference for us. He helps relieve the
pressure for us on the inside and
people collapse on us. He’s a very
good outside shooter and is very
strong with the ball. We got sloppy
with our ball movement at times and
we have to realize who we have to get
the ball to.”

The Raiders set the tempo early
and effectively ran their Rutgers and
four-one offensive set-up that resulted
into eight points apiece from Caracter
and Fuller that put the Raiders ahead,
20-12 in the first quarter.

The Raiders had smooth sailing in
the second quarter with a 22-7 run
while the defense owned the boards.
Johnson sank eight points, including
two bombs, and committed two steals.
Although Caracter got frustrated at
times, not receiving his usual amount
of touches, he dominated the boards
and led an accurate passing attack.

“As a team we played pretty good.
We got rebounds, didn’t allow them
to get too many rebounds or too
many second shots.” said Caracter.
“Personally, I had eight points in the
first quarter. After that, they sort of
got me out of my game by calling
cheap fouls on me, but the most
important thing was the, 67-45 W,
and that’s all that counts.”

The Raiders blew the game wide
open in the second half, overpower-
ing Hillsborough. Gates came off
the bench and went on an eight-
point rampage that put the Raiders
ahead, 61-32.

“I try to get the setup going and
keeping it under control,” said Gates.
“Then after each play, we use differ-
ent players to get a touch, so they
usually either get a jump shot or a
guy down low or a guy coming off a
high-low picks.”

Hillsborough managed to outpoint
the Raiders in the fourth period, 13-6.

“We wanted to get better shots in
the second half, not looking to force
things,” concluded Doherty. “We
knew we were able to get the open
shots whenever we wanted to, but we
have to execute and get the ball into
Caracter and Thomas. We have to
learn to execute a little better when
we start playing the top teams in the
conference.”
Hillsborough (2-5) 12   7 13 13 45
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 20 22 19   6 67

rhythm of five-point moves in each
period to claim a 15-0, 4:32 TF over
Paul Galipeau.

“I wanted to show my moves and
run up the score a bit,” said
Francavilla. “I’ve been doing a lot of
that, takedowns and turns. I think all
of my takedowns were turns.”

At 130-lbs, Steve Mineo, who was
in a hurry, clamped Paul McNeil in
a bear hug, took him to the mat and
pinned him in 50 seconds, using a
double front grapevine and head
vice. At 135-lbs, freshman Pat Mineo
demonstrated his takedown profi-
ciency, taking Tom Corigliano to
the mat five times to record a 10-5
victory and to give the Raiders a 17-
0 lead.

Senior Eric Connelly, coming off
a fine showing at the Beast of the
East Tournament at the University of
Delaware, recorded two takedowns
but totally controlled Justin King
from the top position to grab a 4-0
victory at 140-lbs.

“I was happy with my top. I thought
he would do more so I could counter.
At the Beast, I rode a lot of people, so
it’s working good for me,” expressed
Connelly who predicted, “We are
going to be the team to beat.”

The Vikings won via decision at
145-lbs, but Raider Pedro Coyt made
the team score 23-3 with a 4-0 win
over 152-lb Nate Desein. The Vi-

kings recorded an 8-1 decision at
160, but 171-lb Raider Andrew Silber
tallied seven takedowns, two nearfalls
and an escape before decking Brian
Shea in 5:25.

Explaining his takedown clinic,
Silber said, “I tried to work my stuff,
move him to the side and get angles.
I got a lot of go behinds because I
snapped (him) down a lot.”

Once, in the bout, Silber did get a

little off-balance and yielded a rever-
sal.

“I knew as soon as I got in that
headlock position, I was going to get
flipped. I was a little disappointed
with myself,” said Silber.

At 189, Charlie Bachi accumu-
lated four takedowns, two nearfalls
and a reversal to claim an 18-3,
5:37 TF over Brian Hesse then Marc
Fabiano ended his 215-lb bout in
1:09 by stacking Ken Simms with a
walkover, double arm bar. Heavy-
weight Andrew Loomis won via
forfeit.

“Coming in, we thought it might
be a two-point match and we just ate
them up. Every one of our good guys
paired up well with their good guys,”
stated Silber. “We feel really good!”

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
119: — Ferrara (S) d. Godhani, 7-3
125: — Francavilla (S) tf.Galipeau, 15-0,
4:32
130: — S. Mineo (S) p. P. McNeil, :50
135: — P. Mineo (S) d. Corigliano, 10-5
140: — Connelly (S) d. King, 4-0
145: — Andrew Kuncel (P) d. AJ Watson,
4-1
152: — Coyt (S) d. Desein, 4-0
160: — Dan DiVencenzo (P) d. Yoav
Nudell, 8-1
171: — Silber (S) p. Shea, 5:25
189: — Bachi (S) tf. Hesse, 18-3, 5:37
215: — Fabiano (SS) p. Simms, 1:09
Hwt: — Andrew Loomis (S) won forfeit
103: — Albert Fernini (P) p. Matt
Fleissner, 1:29
112: — Gano (S) d. J. McNeil, 8-2

SP-F Raider Wrestlers Obliterate
Parsippany Hills Viking Boys, 49-12
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

In Compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meetings Act), the Board of
Adjustment wishes to advise the public of its
meeting dates.  Meetings are on the second
Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m. unless
otherwise stipulated, and are held at the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey in the Council Cham-
bers.  The Board will also meet at 7:00 p.m.
on those dates in the Mayor’s Conference
Room for a work session, which the public
may attend but may not participate in.  Meet-
ing dates are as follows:

January 12, 2004* August 9, 2004
February 9, 2004 September 13, 2004
March 8, 2004 October 18, 2004
April 12, 2004 November 8, 2004
May 10, 2004 December 13, 2004
June 14, 2004 January 10, 2005
July 12, 2004 February 14, 2005

*Meeting starts at 7:00 p.m. with work
session starting at 6:30 p.m.

Colleen Mayer, Secretary
Board of Adjustment

1 T - 1/8/04, The Leader Fee: $24.48

Weichert
Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

®

For purchase prices up to $403,375 monthly mortgage payments (principal+interest) quoted in our ads are to qualified buyers, based upon a 20% downpayment and a conventional 30-year fixed rate loan at 5.625% with 3 points, A.P.R. 5.958%. As an example, a $100,000 loan would mean 360 monthly payments of $575.66 .  For purchase prices from $403,375 to $840,000, the monthly payments are to qualified buyers based upon a 20% downpayment and calculated at 5.75% with 3 points on a “Jumbo” 30-year fixed rate mortgage with an A.P.R. of 6.043%.
An example of a $500,000 loan would mean 360 monthly payments of $2917.86. Figures herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, hazard insurance, or homeowners association dues for a condominium purchase. Interest rates quoted are as of Nov. 1, 2003, and subject to change. Not responsible for typographical errors. Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ 07950. 1-800-829-CASH. Licensed by the NJ Dept of Banking and Insurance. Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept of Banking in NY,
CT, and PA. Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C. Equal Housing Lender. Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors.                                                                                                                   For Your Benefit, Consider A Career In Real Estate. • Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

weichert.com
WESTFIELD OFFICE  185 ELM STREET  /   WESTFIELD,  NJ  07090  /   908-654-7777

WESTFIELD $789,000

Desirable Brightwood section.  Four bedrooms, two and one half
baths.  Open floor plan.  Fireplace in large family room.  Profession-
ally landscaped.  Moments from parks, schools and transportation.
A perfect choice to call home.  (052008625)

WESTFIELD $459,000

Recently expanded Colonial.  Three bedrooms, two baths, (1 bath
new 2002).  Timberline roof (10/01).  200 AMP Elec., CAC (06/03),
laundry/mud room off kitchen just built!  Walk up attic for storage,
deck & patio.  Above ground pool (all pool equip. & swings included),
fenced yard.  (052009056)

WESTFIELD $850,000

New Colonial to be ready 3/04.  Features first floor with living room,
dining room, family room, large eat-in-kitchen, bedroom with study,
full bath, laundry.  Second floor has master bedroom, sitting room
plus three bedrooms.  Great neighborhood!   (052008163)

WESTFIELD $769,500

Spacious five bedroom, four 1/2 bath, recently renovated.  Living
room, formal dining room, gourmet kitchen, family room, den, fin-
ished basement.  Wood burning fireplace, three car garage.  Profes-
sionally landscaped property.  Close to town, train and schools.
(052009119)

New Center Hall Colonial Move Right In!

Beautiful! Dutch Colonial

NJSportPics (Jim O’Connor) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING OFF THE SHOT…Raider senior Sean Fuller, No. 23, gets off a shot
in the game against Hillsborough. See another photo on page 12.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONTROLLING FROM THE TOP POSITION…Raider Eric Connelly, top left, works for a pipe wrench maneuver on
Viking Justin King in the 140-lb bout. Raider Sal Gano, top right, keeps behind Viking Jack McNeil in the 112-lb bout.
Both Raiders won.


