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Happy New Year 2004Happy New Year 2004Happy New Year 2004Happy New Year 2004Happy New Year 2004

Pat Connor for The Times
AROUND AND AROUND WE GO…The 29th Annual UNICO/St. Bartholomew
Labor Day Italian Festival brightened up the spirits of Labor Day weekend
revelers with rides such as the Ferris Wheel, and a delicious array of ethnic
foods.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Times
A HERO’S WELCOME…Returning home from a tour of duty in Baghdad and receiving a standing ovation prior to the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood football game in Scotch Plains on September 20 are Marine Freedom Fighters from left: Private
First Class Brad Bedford of Fanwood, Lance Corporal Stan Pearson of Fanwood and Lance Corporal David Laverty of
Scotch Plains. Staff Sergeant Gregory W. Taylor (right) is the United States Marine Corps recruiter.

Elizabeth Correll for The Times
FANNY WOOD...Miss Fanny Wood, also known as
Tonya Cama, made a special appearance in period
costume at the annual Fanny Wood Day celebration
in Fanwood in September.

David B. Corbin for The Times
SECTION 2, GROUP 3 SOCCER CHAMPS…A mob of jubilant fans swarmed the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys soccer team in November after the Raiders defeated Middletown South in a shootout to
claim the North Jersey, Section 2, Group Championship. It was the 11th sectional title for the Raider boys
under Head Coach Tom Breznitsky.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
REMEMBERING...A large crowd of citizens, friends, families and officials gathered at the Village Green in Scotch Plains
in October to attend the ceremony dedicating the fountain memorial in honor of the late State Assemblyman Alan
Augustine.

 Downtown Redevelopment Plans in Westfield and Fanwood,
Local and State Elections Dominate Second Half of 2003

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL,
ELIZABETH CORRELL, LAUREN S.

PASS and FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s note: The following is a
recap of the top news of the second
half of 2003 for Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Mountainside and Fanwood.

July
Mountainside’s Chief School Ad-

ministrator, Dr. Gerard Schaller, an-
nounced his resignation with one
year remaining in his second three-
year term. This came shortly after
the board of education refused to
approve his salary for 2003-2004
and decided to form an ad hoc com-
mittee concerning his re-appoint-
ment.

The Westfield Town Council ap-
proved ordinances adopting the South
Avenue Redevelopment Plan, as well
as the plan for Prospect and Elm
Streets. The South Avenue plan
passed unanimously, while  the Pros-
pect and Elm plan passed in a 7-1
vote, with First Ward Republican
Councilman Sal Caruana voting no.

Representatives from Bowcraft
Amusement Park agreed to submit
revised plans for a proposed water
park to the Scotch Plains Township
Zoning Board of Adjustment, after
board members expressed some con-
cern about the number of trees slated
for removal as part of the develop-
ment and asked for modifications to
other aspects of the plans.

Debate ensued between the Paul
Otto Group and the Hartford Fire
Insurance Company as to who was
responsible for damage caused to the
Beechwood School roof by the Ciro
Randazzo Construction Company.
Randazzo was fired in November of
2002. The company never repaired
the damage it caused to the roof,
which allowed mold to permeate the
walls and duct system at Beechwood
and resulted in water damage to the
interior of the school.

This year, after various methods had

failed to yield much success, Union
County conducted what officials called
the Goose Management Program, es-
sentially a two-day euthanasia of geese
in county parks. Over 700 geese were
killed in Echo Lake Park, Nomahegan
Park, Rahway River Park and
Warinanco Park combined.

The Fanwood mayor and council
proposed an ordinance to impose
fines for signs posted on utility poles.

Attendance at the Westfield Town
Council meeting was unusually high
for a Tuesday night in July, as the
governing body held the first of the
parking deck hearings, with nearly
100 people gathered in the council
chambers.

Mayor Gregory McDermott called
the meeting “Parking 101,” as the
town presented its five-year history
of parking issues during the three-
hour meeting.

The Borough of Mountainside
mourned the loss of  Municipal Judge
Jacob Bauer, who passed away on
July 4. Mr. Bauer was initially ap-
pointed by the borough on January 1,
1955, and was reappointed at 22 re-
organizational meetings by at least
five different Mayors.

Michael Ross was appointed as
Fanwood’s Tax Assessor, while con-
tinuing to serve in the same capacity
for  Scotch Plains as well.

The State of New Jersey assigned
historic status to the Fanwood Train
Station, the Darlington House and
the Carriage House.

Westfield residents saw the first
set of options for the South Avenue
parking deck development and ex-
pressed concerns over the proposed
height. Residents also voiced con-
cerns with traffic.

During discussions of the proposed
development at Prospect and Elm
Streets, several residents argued that
downtown property owners should

pay for the costs of the proposed
deck at that location.

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil enacted new parking restrictions
on streets near Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School. Afterwards, the board
of education and the local govern-
ment discussed which entity was re-
sponsible for finding viable parking
alternatives for student drivers.

Proposing to build a 41-unit, luxury
residential development targeted for
persons  age 55 and older in the Central
Business District on Prospect Avenue,
developers Ward & O’Donnell held
the second in a series of meetings for
Prospect Street residents.

The project, as explained by Ward
& O’Donnell developer James Ward,
is planned for 111, 121 and 129
Prospect Street, which housed the
Statistical Research company, along
with a single family dwelling, which
in recent years has been used as
office space.

The New Jersey Department of
Labor fined Bowcraft Amusement
Park for violating a variety of child
labor laws.

It was decided by the Westfield
Council that Couch Braunsdorf In-
surance Group can not sell its 45
permits in lot 9, off of North Avenue,
with the sale of the property.

August
Fanwood Mayor Louis Jung an-

nounced that the developer’s agree-
ment for the borough’s downtown
area would be signed within weeks.

The Borough of Mountainside
mourned the loss of Police Captain
Todd Turner, who died on August 22
following a tragic car accident. Mr.
Turner was named a captain on August
18 in the Surgical Intensive Care Unit
of University Hospital in Newark, with
25 fellow police officers, town offi-
cials and family members by his side.

He had served the borough’s police
department since 1979 and had earned
over 25 departmental commendations
and five lifesaving awards during his
career. He had been honored by the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, as
well as the United States Postal Ser-
vice, for exemplary service.

Captain Turner was traveling east
on Wyoming Drive when he was
struck by a driver who allegedly ran
a stop sign while driving north on
Cherry Road.

The Westfield Leader took a ran-
dom survey regarding downtown
Westfield redevelopment proposals
and parking opinions.

Eighty-six citizens in downtown
Westfield responded when approached
by filling out the survey form during
the two-day period of August 10-11.
The plurality of those surveyed re-
sponded that they did not feel that
retail and apartments should be in-
cluded in the redevelopment plans.

Fanwood residents filed an appeal,
objecting to Verizon’s plan to build a
cell tower in the borough. A special
meeting was held at Borough Hall to
hear a request from AT&T Wireless to
install a cell antenna in Fanwood.

More delays in the Beechwood
project came to the surface as the Paul
Otto group found that the high amount
of mold in the school was greater than
anticipated. School Board President
Peter Goggi announced that the school
was unlikely to open by the beginning
of the school year on September 4.

Charles Brandt of Westfield, a former
town councilman, town attorney and
chemical engineer, as well as a hus-
band and father of six, passed away.

“I used to call him Mr. Westfield,
but it made him nervous because he
didn’t want the politicians to think
he’d lay claim to such a title,” his
brother, Anthony Brandt, told The
Westfield Leader.

The eighth Annual CONTACT We
Care Race was held at LaGrande
Park in Fanwood, to raise funds for
the not-for-profit organization. CON-
TACT  runs a crisis telephone hotline
that serves Westfield, Fanwood and
neighboring communities.

The August 14 blackout that
knocked out power from Ohio to
New England stopped short of the
Union County area, with only iso-
lated and brief outages reported.

The Fanwood Public Works De-
partment made improvements to
street conditions on Westfield Road.

An ardent audience packed the
Westfield Town Council Chambers,
searching for answers from Bob
Powell, Principal of the development
firm HKT Nassau Associates, and
the council.

Following the public portion of
the meeting, the council passed a
resolution authorizing the mayor and
town clerk to execute a “Letter Agree-
ment” with HKT Nassau Associates.

The council explained that this
resolution means Westfield will
“commence preparation of the de-
sign plan for the parking deck.”

It was decided that renovations
would occur at the Fanwood Public
Works Department facility.

Portions of West Broad Street and
nearly the entire length of Westfield
Road were closed to auto traffic due
to resurfacing projects.

Heavy rains flooded areas such as
Tillotson Road in Fanwood.

The late Jack Ruh was honored
with a resolution for his 48 years as
a volunteer fireman in Fanwood.

An $80,000 communications grant,
received in 2002, was used to install
police antennae in Fanwood patrol
cars and replace the department’s
sports utility vehicle.

Construction began at the Forest
Road Park Community Center in
Fanwood.

Bruce Helmstetter was reappointed
as Fanwood’s Construction Official
and Building Subcode Official, a
position he had held for four years.

September
The Westfield Board of Education

revealed  the results of its 2003 Com-
munity Survey. Superintendent of
Schools, Dr. William Foley, presented
the results from a prepared state-
ment, accompanied by a Powerpoint
slideshow presentation.

When asked what issues should be
prioritized within the school budget,
the survey results showed 54 percent
of respondents thought decreasing
class size should be one of the
district’s top priorities.

Fanwood’s Mayor  Jung announced
that the official redevelopment plan
for the borough’s downtown would
be shown to the public within weeks.

On the second anniversary of the
September 11 terrorist attacks, Scotch
Plains township officials dedicated
the new Memorial Park on Plainfield
Avenue, a facility that includes a
ballfield and a soccer field.

Following incidents at an Atlantic
City casino, involving inappropriate
remarks to a woman and a scuffle
with casino security personnel, State
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
TAKING A STAND...Former Senate candidate Doug Forrester, right, adressed
the media at an October press conference regarding the ballot switch with 22nd
District State Senate candidate Martin Marks, second from left.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
SCOTCH PLAINS REMEMBERS...At the Village Green on Veterans Day – the
eleventh month, the eleventh day, the eleventh hour – Veterans Day is celebrated
in tribute to all that served and sacrificed to keep our country free.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The  Times
BUS ACCIDENT SCARE…A school bus accident, which occurred in August,
caused a national scare on television as helicopters swarmed overhead and
reporters arrived on the scene out of concern for the 39 children plus staff
members aboard the vehicle. Police and firemen from Scotch Plains, as well as
county authorities, quickly rallied to the scene. As of press time, the condition
of the children was said to be “okay” and the driver of the car involved in the
head-on collision was listed as “good.”

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
WINNING SEASON...For the second time this season, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School football underdog “Wild Dogs” silenced local and state
experts, and earned state-wide respect when they walloped the 15th ranked
Sayreville Bombers, 28-24, in Sayreville on November 22.

THE TIMESTHE TIMES
Scotch Plains - FanwoodScotch Plains - Fanwood

The Westfield LeaderThe Westfield Leader
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Senator Joseph Suliga initially
brushed aside the matter. But press
reports detailing other incidents
forced his withdrawal from his re-
election effort against Scotch Plains
Mayor Martin Marks. Democrats an-
nounced they would seek to replace
him on the November ballot, while
Republicans vowed a court fight to
prevent a candidate switch similar to
the 2002 United States Senate race,
when incumbent Robert Torricelli was
replaced by Frank Lautenberg late in
the campaign.

A public dedication of the Union
County September 11th Memorial was
held on September 13 in Echo Lake
Park. Located near the Springfield
Avenue entrance to the park on the
Westfield/Mountainside border, it
honors the memory of 60 Union
County residents who lost their lives
in the terrorist attacks.

Fanwood Council President Joel
Whitaker stated that an ordinance was
passed authorizing the borough to hire
a professional traffic engineer to con-
duct a traffic study aimed at resolving
existing traffic congestion problems,
and to look at the downtown plan
from a traffic standpoint.

Due to safety concerns and con-
struction delays, Westfield High
School (WHS) opened on Monday,
September 8, instead of Wednesday,
September 3, as originally planned.

The Mountainside U12 Girls All
Star Softball Team, known as the Clo-
vers, was honored at the September
Borough Council meeting for the
team’s First Place honor in the annual
Union Township Fast Pitch Softball
Tournament.

The Fanwood Police Department
held its Public Safety Awareness Day,
which included fingerprinting, fire
safety training and display of fire and
rescue equipment.

The Borough of Fanwood decided
to provide protection against lightning
strikes for the existing communica-
tions tower, while also requesting bids
for a replacement tower. Concerns were
raised that the ill equipped tower would
jeopardize the new police, fire and res-
cue communications equipment pur-
chased with an $80,000 grant.

Westfield Recreation Commission
Chairman Keith Hertell presented an
update on the proposed lighted artifi-
cial turf field and received the Town
Council’s permission to continue re-
searching the project.

The commission has proposed that
the field be built on a portion of land
at the Conservation Center on Lam-
berts Mill Road.

Dunkin’ Donuts informed the
Fanwood Planning Board of its desire
to tear down its existing store in the
borough and build a new, larger struc-
ture that would include a drive-up win-
dow. Board members expressed con-
cerns regarding the effects on traffic.

The Traffic Education And Monitor-
ing (TEAM) Program was launched,
enabling residents to use Westfield
police radar units to monitor motorists’
speed on residential streets. A letter
could then be sent from Police Chief
Bernard Tracy, making the vehicle
owner aware of the speed his or her car
was traveling. The residents do not
issue summonses or warnings.

Westfield Mayor Gregory
McDermott stated that the town had
met with representatives from NJ Tran-
sit, to “let them know we’re serious”
about the parking decks and redevel-
opment projects. He said that it was a
positive meeting.

The mayor added that he also met
with representatives from the Westfield
Planning Board, to open the lines of
communication and hear board mem-
bers’ concerns about redevelopment
details.

On another matter, the Westfield
Planning Board granted conditional
site plan approval for a property at
321 South Avenue, which had been
used as retail space, to now be used as
the site for a restaurant.

According to testimony given then
by the applicant, Balwinder Singh, he
and his restaurant partner, Anokh Chand,
will open a restaurant serving Indian
cuisine. It will be open six days a week
–  from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for lunch,
and 5 to 10 p.m. for dinner. He said the
restaurant will be closed on Mondays.

In Scotch Plains, the steering com-
mittee looking into the feasibility of
setting up a Special Improvement Dis-
trict (SID) for the Scotch Plains down-
town area held its first meeting.

The Westfield Board of Adjustment
stated at its monthly meeting that some
homeowners needed to “scale down”
their applications. Approximately 25
percent of them subsequently asked
for an extension that would put them
on the October 20 agenda.

The Mountainside U14 Girls All
Star Softball Team was honored for its
participation and first place ranking in
the National Division of the Parkway
International Softball League.

Governor James McGreevey vis-
ited Westfield High School to note
progress in the construction project.

In Mountainside, it was reported
that mold had been successfully re-
moved from the Beechwood School
building, and that the parking lot and
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grounds construction was 95 percent
complete. The upper parking lot for
parents and visitors was completed,
while the lower area for faculty and
staff was not.

A mock disaster drill was held by
the Union County Office of Emer-
gency Management at the Westfield
Train Station with many towns par-
ticipating.

October
Heading into the election, Fanwood

Borough merchants began to voice
concerns on how the redevelopment
plans would affect their businesses.

Mountainside Chief School Admin-
istrator, Dr. Gerard Schaller, an-
nounced the appointment of Walter
Rusak as Interim Building Principal
of Deerfield School, effective imme-
diately, at the rate of $450 per day.

The Westfield developer team of
Nassau HKT presented its revised plan
for the developments at South Avenue
and Prospect and Elm Streets in
Westfield.

Multiple Westfield residents con-
tinued to voice their concerns about
the height of both developments, and
the Payments In Lieu of Taxes (PI-
LOT) not being shared with the
Westfield Board of Education. Many
residents added that there was a need
for a non-binding referendum because
of the size of the projects.

Despite a GOP effort to prevent Mr.
Suliga from being replaced on the State
Senate ballot, a fight that went all the
way to the U.S. Supreme Court, Demo-
crats named Union County Freeholder
Nicholas Scutari as the new candidate
in the race against Republican Martin
Marks. Republican court challenges
lasted through much of October, with
Mr. Marks saying that the “real victims
in all this are the rule of law, the repu-
tation of our state and, most impor-
tantly, the voters of New Jersey and
now the 22nd Legislative District for a
second time in two years.” He claimed
Mr. Suliga had withdrawn from the
race not for health reasons, but because
“his internal polls showed that he was
about to lose what was once consid-
ered a safe Democrat seat.”

Mountainside PTA funds originally
earmarked for a new granite sign at
Beechwood School were reallocated
for the purchase of playground equip-
ment at the school.

After much discussion in their
preconference meeting and on the dais
during the public portion of their regu-
lar meeting, the Westfield Town Coun-
cil passed a resolution to award the
traffic study related to the parking
deck redevelopment projects to
Edwards & Kelcey with an 8-1 vote.
First Ward Republican Councilman
Sal Caruana was the only member to
vote against the resolution.

Mountainside appointed David
Neuhaser and David Lauricella as two
new members to its volunteer fire de-
partment.

During the 2002-2003 Westfield
school year, there were 23 reported
incidents of offenses, “most of which
occurred at the high school,” accord-
ing to Westfield Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William Foley. The num-
ber of reported incidents rose from 15
during the 2000-2001 school year. Of
the 23 reported incidents, all resulted
in out-of-school suspensions.

A public hearing was held regard-
ing the ongoing debate over Verizon’s
desire to locate a cell tower in
Fanwood.

The building that formerly housed
Club Malibu on Terrill Road in Scotch
Plains was torn down, nearly five years
after the nightclub closed in the wake
of a fatal shooting in its parking lot.
The property’s new owners have not
yet said what type of business will
replace the club.

The Fanwood and Scotch Plains
police departments initiated Project
Child Safe, a national program that
provides community police depart-
ments with gunlocks to give to citi-
zens in their community.

Fire Official George McGrath pre-
sented a special fire safety demonstra-
tion to the Mountainside Active Retir-
ees regarding active fire detectors, in
honor of Fire Prevention Week.

The highlight of the annual Fanny
Wood Day celebration in Fanwood
was a performance by children’s mu-
sician Tom Chapin.

A water drainage problem on
Orenda Circle in Westfield came to
light. Runoff from Mountainside is
channeled through pipes and dis-
charges onto private property in
Westfield. Town Engineer Kenneth
Marsh said that in order to remedy the
situation, the water would have to be
contained and conveyed back to
Mountainside where it could be chan-
neled into a stream which ends at
Echo Lake Park.

To fix the problem, Westfield re-
quires Mountainside’s permission to
act. Should the project proceed, the
cost is estimated to be between
$105,000 and $110,000.

Scotch Plains township officials
dedicated Augustine Park, located on
the Village Green. A fountain was
constructed in memory of the late
Alan Augustine, who served as Mayor
and State Assemblyman.

Candidates for Fanwood mayor and
council walked local neighborhoods,
put up campaign signs and partici-
pated in a debate, which was televised
on Channel 35.

Details of the proposed Fanwood
Park Historic District were presented
by Bob Craig, of the state’s Historic
Preservation Office, and Nancy Zerbe,
an architectural historian who has been
working with the borough on its ap-
plication for historic status.

Street improvements on Westfield
Road encountered many delays and
problems with the job’s contractor.

November
Republicans Peter Echausse, JoAnn

Neylan, Mark Ciarrocca and James
Foerst swept the Westfield Town
Council elections.

Mayor Marks was defeated in the
State Senate race, losing to Nicholas
Scutari by a 55 percent to 45 percent
margin. Despite losing seven of the
22nd District’s 11 towns, Mr. Scutari’s
victory was secured by overwhelm-
ing margins of victory in Plainfield,
Linden, Rahway and Elizabeth. As-
sembly incumbents Linda Stender and
Jerry Green, both Democrats, were
easily re-elected.

Democrats Colleen Mahr, Jack
Molenaar and Donna Dolce won the
race in Fanwood for mayor and two
council positions, respectively, with
an over 50 percent voter turnout.

Mountainside election results in-
cluded 987 votes for Robert Viglianti,
for mayor; 984 votes for William Lane,
as a councilman, and 979 votes for
Robert Messler, as a councilman.

Tom Kean, Jr. won the Senate race
in District 21, and his Assembly run-
ning mates, Jon Bramnick and Eric
Munoz, won their bids.

Although the Westfield Town Coun-
cil had agreed that the town needs an
artificial turf field, the governing body
once again came to a 4-4 tie in a straw
vote over the proposed location of such
a field at the Conservation Center.

Members of the Scotch Plains Spe-
cial Improvement District (SID) steer-
ing committee appealed for more down-
town business owners to become in-
volved in their deliberations, as the group
headed towards a decision on whether
to recommend that a SID be established.

The Fanwood council overturned
the Planning Board’s June 25 approval
of Verizon’s application to install cel-
lular antennas on a PSE&G tower
near North and Elm Avenues, in reac-
tion to an appeal filed by 43 residents
living near the proposed site. AT&T
continued its application to install cel-
lular antennas near LaGrande Avenue.

Westfield residents in the area of
Benson Place and South Chestnut Street
were out in force to voice complaints
regarding the 21-foot bump out con-
structed at the intersection of Benson
and South Chestnut. The council de-
cided to remove the bump out.

Mountainside Fire Official George
McGrath was awarded a Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA)
grant, in the amount of $84,600, to
make improvements to the
Mountainside Fire Department’s build-
ing and its firefighting equipment.

The Fanwood mayor and council
passed a resolution to loan money to
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education, to assist the board in con-
tributing their portion of the Field of
Dreams project, which will revitalize
the athletic field located behind Terrill
Middle School.

In Mountainside, Dr. Schaller an-
nounced that the board of education
expected to receive a temporary Cer-
tificate of Occupancy for the
Beechwood School on December 2.

In a 7 to 2 vote, the Westfield Plan-
ning Board approved with conditions
a proposal to turn the vacant bank at
One Elm Street into a Wolfgang Puck
Express Restaurant.

The applicants, Limited Liability
Company (LLC), plan to convert the
building into a restaurant on the first
floor, with commercial offices to be
located on the second.

The Fanwood jitney bus shuttle ser-
vice was put on hold until the new
administration takes  office in January
2004.

Mountainside mourned the death

of retired police officer Wayne Mar-
tin, who served on the borough’s po-
lice force for 27 years. He retired in
1994.

The Westfield Town Council met
behind closed doors and drawn shades
one Monday night to interview engi-
neering and construction management
service companies for the redevelop-
ment project.

An ordinance is passed limiting the
frequency of garage sales held at resi-
dences in Fanwood.

A new street in Mountainside, lo-
cated off of New Providence Road,
was named Egan Court after James T.
Egan, Jr.,  a Lieutenant in the United
States Marine Corps who has been
Missing In Action in South Vietnam
for over 30 years.

December
In Westfield, just two days after 62-

year-old Helen Freindt was struck and
killed by a motor vehicle in front of
Lord & Taylor, 58-year-old Phyllis
Apperman of Mountainside was hit
and killed on North Avenue near
Hillcrest Avenue.

During the heavy snowstorm on
December 6, Walter Lestarchick, Jr.
of Scotch Plains was killed while driv-
ing a Toro Ground Master Model 345
on Terrill Road, near the intersection
of Terrill Road northbound and Mary
Lane North, when he was struck by an
18-wheel tractor-trailer being oper-
ated by Hector Lopez.

The Scotch Plains Zoning Board of
Adjustment approved site plans that
will permit Bowcraft Amusement Park
to build a water park at its Route 22 site.

After listening to many residents
whose homes will be affected by the
Westfield High School parking ordi-
nance, the council narrowly passed
the ordinance on first reading, with
Mayor Gregory McDermott breaking
the 3-3 tie. Council members Peter
Echausse, Matthew Albano and David
Haas all voted no. Both Councilman
Lawrence Goldman and Council-
woman Susan Jacobson, who repre-
sent the Fourth Ward, were absent
from the meeting. Two weeks later, at
the council’s next meeting, the ordi-
nance was pulled off the agenda.

A week after a Thanksgiving holi-
day that was mild enough for one to be
comfortable outdoors, the area was
hit by a two-day blizzard that ushered
in winter two weeks ahead of sched-
ule and dumped more than a foot of
snow. A week later, another several
inches of snow fell.

In a 5-1 decision, the Westfield Plan-
ning Board voted against the subdivi-
sion of property at 1249 Prospect
Street, which is owned by Bruce and
Edna Ashforth. The decision had come
after hours of testimony, heard at five
separate Planning Board meetings.

This year marked the first year since
1998 that the makeup of the five-
member Scotch Plains Township
Council remained the same for the
entire calendar year.

The Mountainside mayor and coun-
cil noted they would authorize the
county to apply for a Special Deer
Management Permit from the state
Division of Fish & Wildlife for the
2004 Deer Management Program. Ac-
cording to Mayor Viglianti, the county
stated that the hunt would last a maxi-
mum number of three days in dura-
tion, starting on March 1, and that
there would be 12 agents working.
The hunt will cease after 100 deer
have been removed or three days have
passed, whichever comes first.

In a final 4-3 vote, the Westfield
Board of Adjustment denied Temple
Emanu-El’s application to construct a
parking lot on an adjacent piece of
property that the temple had bought
from a local developer.

Santa arrived via train to preside
over Fanwood’s Holiday Celebration
at the Fanwood Train Station.

It was announced that a $10,000
Community Development grant was
awarded for Mountainside Borough
Engineer Michael Disko to do an engi-
neering study on a piece of land that
may be used as the future site for a new
community center. The piece of land,
called “The Barns Track,” is located on
Mountain Avenue between the 7-11
store and the community pool.


