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A Frustrated Husband Writes: I
have been married for 10 years, and
it has been a good marriage until
recently. My wife and I came from
similar humble beginnings, and we
struggled hard to get to where we are
now. I have a senior position in a
New York firm and earn a great deal
of money. We own a big house, send
our children to a private school and
want for nothing financially.

However, in recent times, my wife
has admitted to having an affair with
someone she says is more success-
ful. She says I’m rich enough to take
care of myself now. I should buy my
own foods or eat out, and argues
about everything. She threatens to
take me to “the cleaners financially”
and will tell my employer that I am
a loser. My marriage has gone from
a joyous one to a hostile one. Should
I stay and fight and show her that I’m
no weakling?

Answer: The bottom line is that
your marriage has gone from com-
patibility to “combatibility” (if there
is such a word). I really don’t know
what went wrong. Based on what
you wrote me, the marriage is over.
Forget about being seen as weak or
strong; survival is the name of the
game.

Since you claim your wife talks
about being punitive, obtain the ser-
vices of a good attorney, fight for
your rights and, eventually, start
evaluating what you want to do —
for the rest of your life. Good luck.

A Bride-to-Be Writes: I am mar-
rying in June, and I cannot believe
that all of the wedding arrangements
have been completed without stress.
That is, until now. And it has nothing
to do with me. It’s my parents. They
are arguing over the song that my
father wants the band to play when
he and I have our first dance.

My mother insists that it be a tra-

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Zax – An instrument for trimming

roofing slates
2. Rhexis – In medicine, the rupture of

an organ or vessel
3. Tenebrous – Dark; gloomy
4. Cumshaw – A tip or gratuity

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

ZOKOR
1. A burrowing rodent that looks like

a mole rat
2. Calcium tungstate
3. A Turkish dish consisting of boiled

rice, mutton or fish and spices
4. A wedge

CULPON
1. A roof prop used in a coal mine
2. A heavy javelin used by the Roman

infantry
3. An arrow or arrowhead
4. A shred or splinter

TEFF
1. To make or look smart; to dress up
2. A mild, friendly slap on the back or

shoulder
3. A grain plant of Abyssinia from

which flour is made
4. Excessive grief; very sad

SARCOID
1. Like or consisting of flesh
2. Slow-moving; sluggish
3. Rust-colored
4. Scaly, as with fish

Memories From the Second Half of 2003

ditional song; my dad wants it to be
a rock and roll song he loved when he
was young; it is a song called “Take
Good Care of My Baby.” I have no
problem with this, and I want my dad
to choose whatever he wants. Once
again, mom tries to control the situ-
ation with dad. How would you re-
solve it?

Answer: Try to detach from your
mother’s controlling issues with dad,
and don’t let it affect you. If you are
in agreement with dad’s choice, go
for it; it’s between the two of you.

Actually, “Take Good Care of My
Baby” by Bobby Vee is a tender,
melodic song. It’s good to do what
you enjoy, even though it may be
different. Ask my daughter Brooke.
At her wedding, I chose to dance to
my favorite, “Smoke Gets in Your
Eyes,” a song of lost love. During the
dance, Brooke smiled and whispered,
“You’ve got to be kidding.” It was
great — Go for it!

A 17-Year-Old Writes: My older
brother is going away to college later
this year. We are very close, and he
confided in me that he is gay. He said
he felt better telling me, but he doesn’t
want my parents to know, because
they are very judgmental and would
condemn him. I feel he should share
this with them because if he doesn’t,
he’s living a lie. What do you think?

Answer: Since he (and maybe you)
feel your parents are judgmental,
they would be traumatized and this
would create an uncomfortable and
hostile situation. Please respect his
wishes.

Once he is away at school, in a
different environment, he can evalu-
ate what he wants to do regarding
this “secret.” He is entitled to his
feelings, and you should feel content
knowing he has included you in the
most intimate emotions regarding
himself.

Fagin Letter Speaks
Volumes Next to Letter
From Accident Victim
I have a number of reactions to Scott

Lynn Fagin’s letter entitled “Resident
Congratulates WF Bd. Of Adjustment,”
but will describe only two now.

First, four members of the Board of
Adjustment (a majority) voted to ap-
prove the temple’s parking lot applica-
tion, not deny it; however, by law five
votes were required for the variance to
be granted.

Second, it speaks volumes that Mr.
Fagin’s letter shared the Letters to the
Editor page with three letters — one by
a former accident victim — expressing
sadness and concern with the two recent
fatal pedestrian accidents in Westfield.

Steve Barcan
Westfield

North Ave. Residents
Say Street Cleanup
Has Been Forgotten

It is a snowy, cold December 6  and we
have not yet had one leaf pickup on our
streets. The snow now covers huge
mounds of leaves, making snow removal
hazardous and dangerous.

The snowplows throw these mounds
of leaves covered with snow and ice up
on our sidewalks and make it an impos-
sible job to remove and put back in the
street. To have leaves for Christmas is a
bit of a hardship!

Those of us that have the misfortune
to live on a county road (North Avenue,
East Broad Street, etc.) within the Town
of Westfield are neglected orphans by
both the county and the town.

The town should at least take some
interest in us and our welfare as full-time
taxpaying residents and, if they don’t
care to extend us services that we have
paid for, at least act as our advocate in
dealing with the county to acquire the
services that we are entitled to. Our
streets are a vital part of Westfield.

Please acknowledge us - the forgotten
ones who happen to live on a county
road.

North Avenue residents:
Salvatore & Rosalie Aiello; James

Aiello; Richard & Pia Caggiano;
Robert & Elaine Degnan; Tom
Hyslip; Robert & Sally Kenny;

Helen Livisey; Edward & Helen
Petz; Robert & Debbie Solan;
Richard & Judith Thompson;

Submitted by
Sally Kenny

Westfield

Letters to
the Editor

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 2pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm
E-mail To Reach Us

editor@goleader.com
For more information, see

www.goleader.com/help

It’s Transition Time as Towns Welcome
New Officials; Bid Adieu to Those Leaving

It was a year of clean sweeps for party politics in
our local elections this November. There were no
split results – either the complete Democrat or the
complete Republican slates prevailed.

The Democrats continued their 9-0 dominance of
the Union County Freeholder Board. Legislative
District 22, that includes Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, saw the Democrats sweep to continue in
power, headed by new State Senator Nick Scutari
of Linden, with assembly incumbents Jerry Green
of Plainfield and Linda Stender of Fanwood. Leg-
islative District 21, that includes Westfield, saw the
GOP sweep to continue in power, headed by State
Senator Thomas Kean, Jr. of Westfield, with As-
semblyman Eric Munoz of Summit and Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick of Westfield.

Congratulations to our newly-elected officials,
and thank you to our departing officials. It’s tran-
sition time in our towns, the county and legislative
districts 21 and 22.

These events will be pretty calm in Mountainside
and Scotch Plains. Scotch Plains did not have a
municipal election this year, and the Mountainside
GOP ran unopposed in reelecting Mayor Robert
Viglianti and affirming Robert Messler and Will-
iam Lane for borough council seats. Mayor Viglianti
is a noteworthy case in that he is one of the longest-
serving elected officials in Union County.

Fanwood will provide excitement this year, since
the voters turned away GOP incumbents Mayor
Louis Jung, Council President Joel Whitaker and
Councilman David Trumpp in favor of mayor-elect
Collen Mahr and council-elects Jack Molenaar and
Donna Dolce. With this complete flip-flop of power,
there will be a full realignment of appointments to
key positions in the borough.

Republican Mayor Gregory McDermott saw his
party’s control strengthen in municipal power in
Westfield. The GOP swept all four council seats up
for election. The voters turned two Democrat in-
cumbents back – Susan Jacobson and David Haas.
Three first-time GOP candidates jumped into of-
fice – Jo Ann Neylan, Mark Ciarrocca and Jim
Foerst — along with GOP incumbent Peter
Echausse, who was reelected.

The significant happening in government at this

time is the many new appointments. Characteristic
of when a new mayor comes into office, such as in
Fanwood, there are many changes. New mayors
bring in their own teams, that include attorneys for
various positions. These paid legal positions al-
ways seem to be political plums. Yet, it’s under-
standable that new mayors need to have attorneys
whom they know and whom they can confide in,
while deciding sensitive issues throughout the
year.

There are dozens of volunteer appointments be-
ing made now, too. In the long run, these volunteers
may be most important to the smooth running of
government. The list of new and familiar faces will
be extensive in the municipal governments of our
area. But, these people are well known as your
neighbors.

We will introduce these officials and appointees
to you over the next several weeks.

In the meantime, we thank all the departing
individuals who have distinguished themselves
through their service to the towns. This is the way
the two party system works — “to the victor goes
the spoils.” But, the truth of the matter is, everyone
wants to do a good job. The mayors and councils
want to deliver on their campaign promises.

It’s no different now than what occurred in Scotch
Plains just a few years ago. Scotch Plains did its
political flip-flop — from Republican to Democrat
to Republican. The appointments changed then,
too.

Things will settle down, but there will be a lot of
political excitement in the meantime. Since the
terms of office have been extended to four years for
many, we can’t say as in the past – “There’s always
an election next year to keep things interesting.”

The real objective is to have good government —
and this is reflected in all of our towns. Thank you
to those who have served in the past. Good luck to
those who are new. Please keep in mind that
although your party, whichever it is, swept the
election – in the towns, the county or the legislative
districts – the winning vote tallies are only a small
percentage of the population that you pledge to
serve. Please represent all the people ahead of the
interests of your winning party.

Businessman Says It’s Time For Sun
To Set on Downtown Westfield Corp.’
About 10 days ago, you published a

story about the Downtown Westfield
Corporation together with an ad re-
porting the town council’s approval
of a $20,000 – twenty thousand dollar
– contract with a Canadian company
to “upgrade the corporation website.”

Since that time, I have secured a
copy of the proposed 2004 budget for
the corporation. The proposed budget
sheet only shows what the corpora-
tion proposes to spend — $377,910.
There was no income schedule for
2004 but the 2003 “revenue” schedule
showed one income item which has
the “Amount to be raised by Special
Improvement District Assessment.”
Translated, that means an extra tax
assessment against many, but not all,
buildings in the central section of
Westfield.

The Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion may have been a good idea when

it was authorized by the town council
about seven years ago, but it has grown
to be an expensive bureaucracy. The
Westfield Chamber of Commerce is a
parallel organization that is perfectly
capable of performing the actual work
necessary in publicizing the town.

The material issuing from the Down-
town Westfield Corporation sounds as
if the organization is paying for the
downtown “improvements” (e.g. the
bricks at Broad and Elm Streets), but
the corporation only suggests the in-
stallation and the bill was paid from tax
monies, as are most of the rest of the
projects suggested by the corporation.

Looking at the proposed budget,
items that need scrutiny or deletion
include: (1) Personnel costs – These
are scattered but if you add manager
salary of $62,920, office personnel of
$43,500, employee benefits of $2,000,
payroll taxes of $10,000, employee
health benefits of $19,500 and workers
compensation of $600, the total comes
to more than $138,500. (2) Grant writ-
ing costs of $2,500 – Isn’t that part of
the office personnel job? Why $2,500
for the “improved plan?” What are
Streetscapes Landscape for $5,000?
Who gets the $11,000 business en-
hancement? (3) There are some expla-
nations – For example, the $10,000
item marked “Professional Confer-
ences” says “Plan – GAMSA award
trip for board members, May, 2004.”
(4) Back to the website – In addition to
the $20,000 that the corporation has
convinced the town council to pay the
Canadian company, there is an item
which does explain the $11,000 Busi-
ness Enhancement mentioned above;
“B. Breaner website services are paid
through payroll, and journal entries
are made to this account.”

It is time for the sun to set on the
Downtown Westfield Corporation. It
operates at the pleasure of the town
council, which can terminate it at any
time. It has accomplished its purpose
and the present and proposed func-
tions, which might help the business
community, can be handled well by
an active Chamber of Commerce. If
the Downtown Westfield Corporation
is allowed to continue, a sharp pencil
should be taken to its budget and there
should be a line showing the balance
on hand December 31, 2003 as money
on hand to pay 2004 expenses. The
latter accounting procedure is required
of the town and the board of educa-
tion.

William Peek
Westfield

Surrogate LaCorte
To Schedule Speaking
Engagements For 2004
COUNTY — Union County Sur-

rogate James S. LaCorte is available
to speak with community groups and
civic organizations about the impor-
tance of wills and estate planning.
Surrogate LaCorte frequently meets
with these organizations and others
as part of an initiative to better edu-
cate the public about these important
issues and related topics.

As the County Surrogate, Mr.
LaCorte is responsible for probating
wills and appointing executors, ad-
ministrators, guardians and trustees
of decedents’ estates, among other
constitutionally mandated duties.
Before being elected in 1999, Surro-
gate LaCorte was an attorney in pri-
vate practice.

“Educating the public about these
important issues and listening to their
concerns is a significant part of my
job as Union County Surrogate,” he
said. “The importance of having a
proper last will and testament cannot
be overstated.”

To contact the Surrogate’s office,
please call (908) 527-4280.

Community
Announcement


