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Susan Petrick, MEd, LDTC, CET

Board Certified Educational Therapist
Dyslexia Specialist

Specialist in the Disorder of Written Expression
Creator of “Picture to Write” - a uniquely effective writing technique

For the Bright Child

with a Surprising Academic Weakness

908-654-9380 in Westfield

Experienced, expert, 1 on 1 instruction in reading, spelling, math & writing

*Wilson
*Lindamood Bell

*Orton Gillingham certified

Focusing on ages 5-11

215-295-1010 in Pennsylvania     MasterCard & Visa accepted

 
Start the New Year 

Off Right! 
Open New Year’s Day 

10:00am-4:00pm 
 

Membership includes the use of: 
two pools * over 100 pieces of strength training & cardio equipment * 
air conditioned gym * free participation in most fitness classes * 
free weight room * racquetball courts  
babysitting *  child care * whirlpool, sauna & steam for additional  fee 
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The Solution to your New 

Year’s Resolution! 
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220 Clark Street 
Westfield, NJ  07090 
www.westfieldynj.org 

Serving Westfield, Cranford, Garwood and Mountainside since 1923. 

The Westfield “Y” has  
programs and  activities for 

the whole family:   
preschoolers, teens,  
families and seniors.   

Financial assistance is  
available.    

BRING THIS AD WITH YOU AND GET A FREE GIFT!  
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YMCA
We build strong kids,

strong families, strong communities.

See us in the Verizon Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES
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GOVERNOR’S PARTY…Women from the Junior League’s state public af-
fairs committee joined Governor James McGreevey at Drumthwacket for a
holiday party on December 16. Pictured above, from the left, are: Westfielders
Jill Sawers and Jeanne Marie Ryan with Governor McGreevey and Teri
DiFrancesco.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COPS FOR KIDS…Westfield Police Officer Gary Moore recently presented
gifts which will be given to the children for Christmas at Children’s Specialized
Hospital in Mountainside. These presents where funded by the dayshift of the
police department’s Platoon B, which includes Officer Moore, Tom Tyrrell,
Nick Norton, Vincent Piano, Anthony Vastano, Rich Smialowicz, Mark Cierpial,
Chris Wolfson, Greg Hobson, and Robert Riley.

Talking Business

Westfield Author Adds Novel
Of Murder to Her Works

By HORACE R. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD -- “To Prepare A
Face” by Marlene Browne has just
been released as a 360-page paper-
back novel by 1stBooks Library.

According to the publisher’s press
release, the story begins
with a murder in an As-
pen gondola. The victim,
Rex, a nationally known
television talk show host,
is not very nice and there
are a more than a few
people who are happy
that he is dead.

The police chief of
Aspen assigns the homi-
cide case to Detective
Sarah Russell. Sarah is a
strong, charming, flawed
heroine with a humor-
ous, philosophical bent
and a warm, wonderful wit that she
relies upon as she searches for the
killer and personal satisfaction with
the help of the erudite, prosecutor
playboy, Zachary Hewitt.

Ms. Browne told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that she got the idea
for the novel while bouncing around
as a ski bunny between marriages.
She was traveling then on a ski lift
and became very uncomfortable with
a male stranger in the gondola. She
was so upset by the experience that

the thought of murder and her help-
lessness did come to her mind while
deliberating about the predicament.
This spurred her to undertake the
novel.

Ms. Browne has authored other
books including: “The Divorce Pro-

cess: Empowerment
through Knowledge,”
paperback, August 2001.
Marlene Browne is also
a lawyer. She lectures on
the law and appears regu-
larly on national radio
and television. The au-
thor has also written “The
Boomer’s Guide to Di-
vorce,” which is due in
2004.

After majoring in eco-
nomics at Boston College,
Ms. Browne attended
Emory University Law

School. She practiced divorce law in
Westfield with James Eudice, then
moved on to become a partner at
Lindabury, McCormick and Estabrook
where she practiced until 1997.

Ms. Browne also authored “Aspen
Heir,” a contemporary literary novel
written in 1999.

The author resides on the east coast
with her husband, Chris Chamberlin,
an airline captain with Continental
Airlines. She frequently visits
Westfield, seeing her parents Marie
and Frank, who are residents.

Marlene Browne

Deer Census to Proceed
In Ashbrook Reservation

Bill Signed Requiring Ash
To be Used in 9/11 Memorial
TRENTON – Governor James

McGreevey recently signed legisla-
tion sponsored by Assemblywoman
Linda Stender and Assembly Deputy
Minority Leader Neil Cohen which
would require ash collected at the
site of the World Trade Center
(WTC) catastrophe to be used in
any Ground Zero memorial honor-
ing the victims of the 9/11 terrorist
attacks.

Last year, Asw. Stender and Asm.
Cohen sent letters to the New York
Legislature urging identical legisla-
tion to be introduced and enacted in
that state. Once identical bills have
been signed into law in the two states,
the Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey would be compelled to
utilize WTC ash in a planned memo-
rial to be constructed at the former
World Trade Center site.

Democrats, Asw. Stender and Asm.
Cohen crafted the legislation (A-
2753) to address concerns raised by
Diane and Kurt Horning, a Scotch
Plains couple whose only son, Mat-
thew Horning, 26, died in the WTC
collapse. The Hornings say the ash
collected at the WTC site – and now
piled at the Fresh Kills landfill on
Staten Island – contains the remains
of people who lost their lives in the 9/
11 catastrophe.

Asw. Stender, who took up the
Hornings’ cause, said the site was
consecrated by the deaths of so many
people.

“The ashen remains should be
treated with respect and returned to
the site,” said Asw. Stender. “We
need to memorialize and honor the
9/11 victims. It would be uncon-
scionable to leave their ashes in a
landfill and an insult to their
memory and the sacrifice they
made.”

“Any memorial that fails to utilize
Twin Tower ash would run the risk of
being looked upon as an empty ges-

ture,” said Assemblywoman Stender.
“The ash would make a World Trade
Center memorial site sacred ground
for the ages.”

“The grim reality is that this ash is
the only tangible remains that may
ever exist for some of the families
who lost loved ones in the collapse of
the Twin Towers,” said Asm. Cohen.
“What’s a survivor supposed to do?
Go to the Fresh Kills garbage dump
every Sunday to mourn for a loved
one?”

“The remains of airline passen-
gers, police officers, firefighters,
paramedics and civilian and govern-
ment employees are interspersed
throughout the ash, and they deserve
a place of honor and dignity,” said
Asw. Stender. “A landfill is not a
fitting burial site.”

“These innocent people were the
first casualties in this nation’s war on
terrorism,” said Asm. Cohen. “They
deserve a more fitting final resting
place, and the public deserves a me-
morial that honors their presence as
well as their memory.”

The state Attorney General’s Of-
fice says 691 New Jersey residents
died in the 9/11 attacks, most of
them at the WTC, which is con-
trolled by the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey and the
Lower Manhattan Development
Corporation. The agencies plan to
construct a memorial at the trade
center site.

Under the Stender/Cohen measure,
the mound of WTC ash now piled at
the Fresh Kills Landfill will be cov-
ered from the elements, placed in
containers, and shipped back to
downtown Manhattan for use in the
Ground Zero memorial.

For the law to be made binding on
the Port Authority, an identical ver-
sion will need to be passed in the
New York Legislature and signed by
that state’s governor.

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Union
County is proceeding with a deer
census in the Ashbrook Reservation
in Scotch Plains and hopes to have an
estimate of the number of deer by the
end of January.

County Manager George Devanney
sent a letter last Tuesday to Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin Marks outlin-
ing the county’s plans, which will
involve staff from the county’s parks
and recreation department who will
count the deer from the ground.

Prior to 2002, the county had
partnered with the state Division of
Fish and Wildlife to perform similar
counts using helicopters and infra-

red cameras that detected the deer at
night, but the state then eliminated
funding for this program.

Once the census is completed, de-
cisions on what, if anything, to do
about the deer will be made by state,
county and township officials. In re-
cent years, south side residents have
complained of deer, often in groups,
encroaching on and damaging their
property. In addition, deer have been
blamed for several dozen automobile
accidents annually in Scotch Plains,
with most of them occurring on the
south side where Ashbrook is located.

The county’s plan to count the
deer in Ashbrook also means that
Scotch Plains will move forward soon
with an application to the state for a
permit that will allow Union County
to conduct a deer hunt in the
Watchung Reservation.

During last week’s township coun-
cil meeting, some concern was ex-
pressed that the county’s seeming
inaction regarding the south side deer
problem could make the council less
likely to move quickly on an applica-
tion for a deer hunt, something the
state will act on in mid-January.

Newark Dreyfuss Planetarium
Exhibit Features Mars’ Piece

NEWARK — The first of a pair of
Mars rovers is scheduled to land on
the red planet on January 3. The Mars
Exploration Rovers were launched
last summer. After more than six
months in space, they are reaching
their target this month.

The first to touch down will be the
Mars Rover named “Spirit”. About
the size of a golf cart, it is equipped
with powerful instruments and cam-
eras that make the rover a formidable
robotic geologist. It will be able to
travel nearly a mile from its landing
site during its 90-day mission. Spirit’s
sister ship, named “Opportunity,” is
scheduled to land on January 24.

Visitors at Newark Museum’s
Dreyfuss Planetarium will have an
opportunity to see a real piece of
Mars up close in the facility’s  exhibit
“Impacts”. This exhibition is about
asteroids, comets, and meteorites. It
includes a Zagami meteorite that is
an actual piece of Martian rock.

Visitors will learn how the piece
was chipped off of Mars by an enor-
mous impact, spent billions of years
in space, and fell to Earth as a mete-
orite.

Visitors can also play the Meteor-

ite/Meteor Wrong game and discover
the dangers of cosmic impacts.

The exhibition, which will be open
on Wednesdays through Sundays, 12
noon to 5 p.m., is recommended for
adults and children ages 5 and up.

The planetarium will also high-
light the mission of the twin rovers
following the children’s show “Rusty
Rocket’s Last Blast.” Kids join the
Space Academy and become a
“Rocket Rookie.” Children can tour
through the solar system with Rusty
Rocket as he recalls great moments
in space exploration and witness the
discoveries of famous spacecraft of
the past.

The show will be followed by a
tour of the night sky, instruction on
where to find Mars in the sky, and
an update on the Mars Rover mis-
sions. This 35-minute program will
run on Saturdays and Sundays at 1
and 3 p.m. through Sunday, Febru-
ary 29.

Planetarium tickets are $3 for
adults, $2 for children under 12, se-
nior citizens, and college students.
Tickets go on sale at 12 noon on a
first come first served basis only.
Early attendance is advised.

WF Reorganization Set
Next Tuesday Night

The public is invited to attend the
Westfield reorganization meeting for
2004 on Tuesday, January 7. at 7 p.m.
in the Municipal Building on Broad
Street. Newly elected councilpersons
will be sworn in plus board and commit-
tee appointments will be announced.


