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Happy New Year 2004Happy New Year 2004Happy New Year 2004Happy New Year 2004Happy New Year 2004

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GAGGLES OF GEESE…A gaggle of geese are pictured waddling through
Mindowaskin Park. Union County initiated a program euthanizing geese in
order to control the population at several parks in the area.

Patrick Connor for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING THOSE LOST…Members of the community and victims’ families held a candle light procession from
the First United Methodist Church to the September 11 memorial on the eve of the two-year anniversary of the terrorist
attacks.

Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader
LINING UP IN MEMORY...Police officers from around the area paid tribute
to Mountainside Police Captain Todd Turner at his funeral in August.

Photo Courtesy of The Westfield Y’s Men Club
BRAVING THE STORM...Westfielders braved the December snow storm to
pick up their Christmas trees a the Y’s Men sale on Elm Street. The family
pictured above walked their tree home on a toboggan.

Mary Alyce Torphy for The Westfield Leader
THANK YOU NEW JERSEY...Two hundred and fifty children of the Casa Guatemala Orphanage send their heartfelt
thanks to the people of this area for giving them a Christmas in July. Over 500 pounds of medical and school supplies were
delivered to them in July from generous, local donations.

Redevelopment Plans for Downtown Westfield and Fanwood;
Local and State Elections Dominate Second Half of 2003
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By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL,
ELIZABETH CORRELL,

LAUREN S. PASS and FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Editor’s note: The following is a
recap of the top news of the second
half of 2003 for Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Mountainside and Fanwood.

July
Mountainside’s Chief School Ad-

ministrator, Dr. Gerard Schaller, an-
nounced his resignation with one year
remaining in his second three-year term.
This came shortly after the board of
education refused to approve his salary
for 2003-2004 and decided to form an
ad hoc committee concerning his re-
appointment.

The Westfield Town Council ap-
proved ordinances adopting the South
Avenue Redevelopment Plan, as well
as the plan for Prospect and Elm
Streets. The South Avenue plan passed
unanimously, while  the Prospect and
Elm plan passed in a 7-1 vote, with
First Ward Republican Councilman
Sal Caruana voting no.

Representatives from Bowcraft
Amusement Park agreed to submit
revised plans for a proposed water
park to the Scotch Plains Township
Zoning Board of Adjustment, after
board members expressed some con-
cern about the number of trees slated
for removal as part of the develop-
ment and asked for modifications to
other aspects of the plans.

Debate ensued between the Paul
Otto Group and the Hartford Fire In-
surance Company as to who was re-
sponsible for damage caused to the
Beechwood School roof by the Ciro
Randazzo Construction Company.
Randazzo was fired in November of
2002. The company never repaired
the damage it caused to the roof, which
allowed mold to permeate the walls
and duct system at Beechwood and
resulted in water damage to the inte-
rior of the school.

This year, after various methods had
failed to yield much success, Union
County conducted what officials called
the Goose Management Program, es-
sentially a two-day euthanasia of geese
in county parks. Over 700 geese were
killed in Echo Lake Park, Nomahegan
Park, Rahway River Park and Warinanco
Park combined.

The Fanwood mayor and council

proposed an ordinance to impose fines
for signs posted on utility poles.

Attendance at the Westfield Town
Council meeting was unusually high
for a Tuesday night in July, as the
governing body held the first of the
parking deck hearings, with nearly
100 people gathered in the council
chambers.

Mayor Gregory McDermott called the
meeting “Parking 101,” as the town pre-
sented its five-year history of parking
issues during the three- hour meeting.

The Borough of Mountainside
mourned the loss of  Municipal Judge
Jacob Bauer, who passed away on
July 4. Mr. Bauer was initially ap-
pointed by the borough on January 1,
1955, and was reappointed at 22 re-
organizational meetings by at least
five different Mayors.

Michael Ross was appointed as
Fanwood’s Tax Assessor, while con-
tinuing to serve in the same capacity
for  Scotch Plains as well.

The State of New Jersey assigned
historic status to the Fanwood Train
Station, the Darlington House and the
Carriage House.

Westfield residents saw the first set of
options for the South Avenue parking
deck development and expressed con-
cerns over the proposed height. Resi-
dents also voiced concerns with traffic.

During discussions of the proposed
development at Prospect and Elm
Streets, several residents argued that
downtown property owners should
pay for the costs of the proposed deck
at that location.

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil enacted new parking restrictions
on streets near Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School. Afterwards, the board
of education and the local govern-
ment discussed which entity was re-
sponsible for finding viable parking
alternatives for student drivers.

Proposing to build a 41-unit, luxury
residential development targeted for
persons  age 55 and older in the Cen-
tral Business District on Prospect Av-
enue, developers Ward & O’Donnell
held the second in a series of meetings
for Prospect Street residents.

The project, as explained by Ward &
O’Donnell developer James Ward, is
planned for 111, 121 and 129 Prospect
Street, which housed the Statistical
Research company, along with a single

family dwelling, which in recent years
has been used as office space.

The New Jersey Department of Labor
fined Bowcraft Amusement Park for vio-
lating a variety of child labor laws.

It was decided by the Westfield
Council that Couch Braunsdorf In-
surance Group can not sell its 45 per-
mits in lot 9, off of North Avenue, with
the sale of the property.

August
Fanwood Mayor Louis Jung an-

nounced that the developer’s agree-
ment for the borough’s downtown
area would be signed within weeks.

The Borough of Mountainside
mourned the loss of Police Captain Todd
Turner, who died on August 22 follow-
ing a tragic car accident. Mr. Turner was
named a captain on August 18 in the
Surgical Intensive Care Unit of Univer-
sity Hospital in Newark, with 25 fellow
police officers, town officials and fam-
ily members by his side. He had served
the borough’s police department since
1979 and had earned over 25 depart-
mental commendations and five life-
saving awards during his career. He had
been honored by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, as well as the United States
Postal Service, for exemplary service.

Captain Turner was traveling east on
Wyoming Drive when he was struck by
a driver who allegedly ran a stop sign
while driving north on Cherry Road.

The Westfield Leader took a ran-
dom survey regarding downtown
Westfield redevelopment proposals
and parking opinions.

Eighty-six citizens in downtown
Westfield responded when approached
by filling out the survey form during
the two-day period of August 10-11.
The plurality of those surveyed re-
sponded that they did not feel that retail
and apartments should be included in
the redevelopment plans.

Fanwood residents filed an appeal,
objecting to Verizon’s plan to build a
cell tower in the borough. A special
meeting was held at Borough Hall to
hear a request from AT&T Wireless to
install a cell antenna in Fanwood.

More delays in the Beechwood
project came to the surface as the Paul
Otto group found that the high amount
of mold in the school was greater than
anticipated. School Board President
Peter Goggi announced that the school

was unlikely to open by the beginning
of the school year on September 4.

Charles Brandt of Westfield, a former
town councilman, town attorney and
chemical engineer, as well as a hus-
band and father of six, passed away.

“I used to call him Mr. Westfield,
but it made him nervous because he
didn’t want the politicians to think
he’d lay claim to such a title,” his
brother, Anthony Brandt, told The
Westfield Leader.

The eighth Annual CONTACT We
Care Race was held at LaGrande Park
in Fanwood, to raise funds for  the
not-for-profit organization. CON-
TACT  runs a crisis telephone hotline
that serves Westfield, Fanwood and
neighboring communities.

The August 14 blackout that
knocked out power from Ohio to New
England stopped short of the Union
County area, with only isolated and
brief outages reported.

The Fanwood Public Works De-
partment made improvements to street
conditions on Westfield Road.

An ardent audience packed the
Westfield Town Council Chambers,
searching for answers from Bob Powell,
Principal of the development firm HKT
Nassau Associates, and the council.

Following the public portion of the
meeting, the council passed a resolu-
tion authorizing the mayor and town
clerk to execute a “Letter Agreement”
with HKT Nassau Associates.

The council explained that this reso-
lution means Westfield will “com-
mence preparation of the design plan
for the parking deck.”

It was decided that renovations
would occur at the Fanwood Public
Works Department facility.

Portions of West Broad Street and
nearly the entire length of Westfield
Road were closed to auto traffic due to
resurfacing projects.

Heavy rains flooded areas such as
Tillotson Road in Fanwood.

The late Jack Ruh was honored with
a resolution for his 48 years as a
volunteer fireman in Fanwood.

An $80,000 communications grant,
received in 2002, was used to install
police antennae in Fanwood patrol
cars and replace the department’s
sports utility vehicle.

Construction began at the Forest Road
Park Community Center in Fanwood.

Bruce Helmstetter was reappointed
as Fanwood’s Construction Official
and Building Subcode Official, a po-
sition he had held for four years.

September
The Westfield Board of Education

revealed  the results of its 2003 Com-
munity Survey. Superintendent of
Schools, Dr. William Foley, presented
the results from a prepared statement,
accompanied by a Powerpoint
slideshow presentation.

When asked what issues should be
prioritized within the school budget,
the survey results showed 54 percent
of respondents thought decreasing
class size should be one of the district’s
top priorities.

Fanwood’s Mayor  Jung announced
that the official redevelopment plan
for the borough’s downtown would
be shown to the public within weeks.

On the second anniversary of the
September 11 terrorist attacks, Scotch
Plains township officials dedicated the
new Memorial Park on Plainfield Av-
enue, a facility that includes a ballfield
and a soccer field.

Following incidents at an Atlantic
City casino, involving inappropriate
remarks to a woman and a scuffle with
casino security personnel, State Sena-
tor Joseph Suliga initially brushed
aside the matter. But press reports
detailing other incidents forced his
withdrawal from his re-election effort
against Scotch Plains Mayor Martin
Marks. Democrats announced they
would seek to replace him on the No-
vember ballot, while Republicans
vowed a court fight to prevent a candi-
date switch similar to the 2002 United
States Senate race, when incumbent
Robert Torricelli was replaced by
Frank Lautenberg late in the campaign.

A public dedication of the Union
County September 11th Memorial was
held on September 13 in Echo Lake
Park. Located near the Springfield
Avenue entrance to the park on the
Westfield/Mountainside border, it
honors the memory of 60 Union
County residents who lost their lives
in the terrorist attacks.

Fanwood Council President Joel
Whitaker stated that an ordinance was
passed authorizing the borough to hire
a professional traffic engineer to con-
duct a traffic study aimed at resolving
existing traffic congestion problems,
and to look at the downtown plan
from a traffic standpoint.

Due to safety concerns and con-
struction delays, Westfield High
School (WHS) opened on Monday,
September 8, instead of Wednesday,
September 3, as originally planned.

The Mountainside U12 Girls All
Star Softball Team, known as the Clo-
vers, was honored at the September
Borough Council meeting for the
team’s First Place honor in the annual
Union Township Fast Pitch Softball
Tournament.

The Fanwood Police Department
held its Public Safety Awareness Day,
which included fingerprinting, fire
safety training and display of fire and
rescue equipment.

The Borough of Fanwood decided
to provide protection against lightning
strikes for the existing communica-
tions tower, while also requesting bids
for a replacement tower. Concerns were
raised that the ill equipped tower would
jeopardize the new police, fire and res-
cue communications equipment pur-
chased with an $80,000 grant.

Westfield Recreation Commission
Chairman Keith Hertell presented an
update on the proposed lighted artifi-
cial turf field and received the Town
Council’s permission to continue re-
searching the project.

The commission has proposed that
the field be built on a portion of land
at the Conservation Center on Lam-
berts Mill Road.

Dunkin’ Donuts informed the
Fanwood Planning Board of its desire
to tear down its existing store in the
borough and build a new, larger struc-
ture that would include a drive-up win-
dow. Board members expressed con-
cerns regarding the effects on traffic.

The Traffic Education And Monitor-
ing (TEAM) Program was launched,
enabling residents to use Westfield
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Nature of Call:
Abd Injury Head/Neck Injury
Allergic Reaction
Behavioral Disorder
Bleeding/Hemorrhage
Burns
Cardiac Arrest
Cardiac Related
Chest Injury
Diabetic Related (potential)
Fire Call
DOA
Gastro-Intestinal Distress
General Illness
Lift Assist
OB/GYN
Other Injury
Poisoning (accidental)
Respiratory Distress
Seizure
Spinal Injury
Stroke/CVA
Substance Abuse (potential)
Suspected Fracture
Syncope
Unconscious
Other
TOTAL

Paramedics 53 (first call); 12 (second call); 1 (third call)     = 66
Driver Assisted 1 (first call); 3 (second call); 0 (third call)         = 4
Fire Dept. Assisted 1 (first call); 1 (second call); 1 (third call)         = 3
Mutual Aid to WF 0 (first call); 0 (second call); 1 (third call)         = 1
Genesis Eldercare  13 (first call); 2 (second call); 0 (third call)      = 15
Senior Citizen Complex  12 (first call); 2 (second call); 1 (third call)      = 15
Sunrise Assisted Living  10 (first call); 0 (second call); 0 (third call)      = 10
Out-of-Town Mutual Aid  12 (first call); 2 (second call); 1 (third call)      = 15
Total Calls: 241

WESTFIELD VOLUNTEER
RESCUE SQUAD BLOTTER

Statistics for Week Ending Nov. 16, 2002
Statistics for Weeks Ending September 20 to October 18, 2003

First Call:            Second Call: Third Call:

21
1
11
17
1
1
6
3
1
1
1
10
12
11
1
6
3
25
7
5
6
1
14
9
3
4

180

9
1
2
4

6
2

3
3

2

7
1
3
2

5

4
54

2

1

1

1

1

7

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GHOSTBUSTERS...The Westfield Firemen, Platoon A, demonstrated the use
of their infrared camera. As pictured above, the ghostly infrared figures of two
of the firemen show up in the dark. This camera is used on fire scenes to detect
victims, fires and other hidden dangers. The technology is shared with the
Westfield Police Department.

Patrick Connor for The Westfield Leader
BOO-TIFUL COSTUMES...Pretty in pink, trick-or-treaters headed down Elm
Street to collect candy from local merchants and to participate in the annual
costume contest on Quimby Street.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
AT ATTENTION…Members of the American Legion stood at attention to pay
their respects to fallen war heroes on Veterans Day at the World War I
monument on North Avenue.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
BEVY OF BALLOONS…Balloons of many characters including Nemo and the
Powerpuff Girls were for sale during the FestiFall.
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police radar units to monitor motorists’
speed on residential streets. A letter
could then be sent from Police Chief
Bernard Tracy, making the vehicle
owner aware of the speed his or her car
was traveling. The residents do not
issue summonses or warnings.

Westfield Mayor Gregory
McDermott stated that the town had
met with representatives from NJ Tran-
sit, to “let them know we’re serious”
about the parking decks and redevel-
opment projects. He said that it was a
positive meeting.

The mayor added that he also met
with representatives from the Westfield
Planning Board, to open the lines of
communication and hear board mem-
bers’ concerns about redevelopment
details.

On another matter, the Westfield
Planning Board granted conditional
site plan approval for a property at
321 South Avenue, which had been
used as retail space, to now be used as
the site for a restaurant.

According to testimony given then
by the applicant, Balwinder Singh, he
and his restaurant partner, Anokh Chand,
will open a restaurant serving Indian
cuisine. It will be open six days a week
–  from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for lunch,
and 5 to 10 p.m. for dinner. He said the
restaurant will be closed on Mondays.

In Scotch Plains, the steering com-
mittee looking into the feasibility of
setting up a Special Improvement Dis-
trict (SID) for the Scotch Plains down-
town area held its first meeting.

The Westfield Board of Adjustment
stated at its monthly meeting that some
homeowners needed to “scale down”
their applications. Approximately 25
percent of them subsequently asked
for an extension that would put them
on the October 20 agenda.

The Mountainside U14 Girls All
Star Softball Team was honored for its
participation and first place ranking in
the National Division of the Parkway
International Softball League.

Governor James McGreevey vis-
ited Westfield High School to note
progress in the construction project.

In Mountainside, it was reported that
mold had been successfully removed
from the Beechwood School building,
and that the parking lot and grounds
construction was 95 percent complete.
The upper parking lot for parents and
visitors was completed, while the lower
area for faculty and staff was not.

A mock disaster drill was held by the
Union County Office of Emergency
Management at the Westfield Train Sta-
tion with many towns participating.

October
Heading into the election, Fanwood

Borough merchants began to voice
concerns on how the redevelopment
plans would affect their businesses.

Mountainside Chief School Admin-
istrator, Dr. Gerard Schaller, an-
nounced the appointment of Walter
Rusak as Interim Building Principal
of Deerfield School, effective imme-
diately, at the rate of $450 per day.

The Westfield developer team of
Nassau HKT presented its revised plan
for the developments at South Avenue
and Prospect and Elm Streets in Westfield.

Multiple Westfield residents con-
tinued to voice their concerns about
the height of both developments, and
the Payments In Lieu of Taxes (PI-
LOT) not being shared with the
Westfield Board of Education. Many
residents added that there was a need
for a non-binding referendum because
of the size of the projects.

Despite a GOP effort to prevent Mr.
Suliga from being replaced on the State
Senate ballot, a fight that went all the
way to the U.S. Supreme Court, Demo-
crats named Union County Freeholder
Nicholas Scutari as the new candidate
in the race against Republican Martin
Marks. Republican court challenges
lasted through much of October, with
Mr. Marks saying that the “real victims
in all this are the rule of law, the repu-
tation of our state and, most impor-
tantly, the voters of New Jersey and
now the 22nd Legislative District for a
second time in two years.” He claimed
Mr. Suliga had withdrawn from the
race not for health reasons, but because
“his internal polls showed that he was
about to lose what was once consid-
ered a safe Democrat seat.”

Mountainside PTA funds originally
earmarked for a new granite sign at

Beechwood School were reallocated
for the purchase of playground equip-
ment at the school.

After much discussion in their
preconference meeting and on the dais
during the public portion of their regu-
lar meeting, the Westfield Town Coun-
cil passed a resolution to award the
traffic study related to the parking
deck redevelopment projects to
Edwards & Kelcey with an 8-1 vote.
First Ward Republican Councilman
Sal Caruana was the only member to
vote against the resolution.

Mountainside appointed David
Neuhaser and David Lauricella as two
new members to its volunteer fire de-
partment.

During the 2002-2003 Westfield
school year, there were 23 reported
incidents of offenses, “most of which
occurred at the high school,” accord-
ing to Westfield Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William Foley. The num-
ber of reported incidents rose from 15
during the 2000-2001 school year. Of
the 23 reported incidents, all resulted
in out-of-school suspensions.

A public hearing was held regarding
the ongoing debate over Verizon’s de-
sire to locate a cell tower in Fanwood.

The building that formerly housed
Club Malibu on Terrill Road in Scotch
Plains was torn down, nearly five years
after the nightclub closed in the wake
of a fatal shooting in its parking lot.
The property’s new owners have not
yet said what type of business will
replace the club.

The Fanwood and Scotch Plains
police departments initiated Project
Child Safe, a national program that
provides community police depart-
ments with gunlocks to give to citi-
zens in their community.

Fire Official George McGrath pre-
sented a special fire safety demonstra-
tion to the Mountainside Active Retir-
ees regarding active fire detectors, in
honor of Fire Prevention Week.

The highlight of the annual Fanny
Wood Day celebration in Fanwood
was a performance by children’s mu-
sician Tom Chapin.

A water drainage problem on
Orenda Circle in Westfield came to
light. Runoff from Mountainside is
channeled through pipes and dis-
charges onto private property in
Westfield. Town Engineer Kenneth
Marsh said that in order to remedy the
situation, the water would have to be
contained and conveyed back to
Mountainside where it could be chan-
neled into a stream which ends at
Echo Lake Park.

To fix the problem, Westfield re-
quires Mountainside’s permission to
act. Should the project proceed, the
cost is estimated to be between
$105,000 and $110,000.

Scotch Plains township officials
dedicated Augustine Park, located on
the Village Green. A fountain was
constructed in memory of the late
Alan Augustine, who served as Mayor
and State Assemblyman.

Candidates for Fanwood mayor and
council walked local neighborhoods,
put up campaign signs and partici-
pated in a debate, which was televised
on Channel 35.

Details of the proposed Fanwood
Park Historic District were presented
by Bob Craig, of the state’s Historic
Preservation Office, and Nancy Zerbe,
an architectural historian who has been
working with the borough on its ap-
plication for historic status.

Street improvements on Westfield
Road encountered many delays and
problems with the job’s contractor.

November
Republicans Peter Echausse, JoAnn

Neylan, Mark Ciarrocca and James
Foerst swept the Westfield Town
Council elections.

Mayor Marks was defeated in the
State Senate race, losing to Nicholas
Scutari by a 55 percent to 45 percent
margin. Despite losing seven of the
22nd District’s 11 towns, Mr. Scutari’s
victory was secured by overwhelm-
ing margins of victory in Plainfield,
Linden, Rahway and Elizabeth. As-
sembly incumbents Linda Stender and
Jerry Green, both Democrats, were
easily re-elected.

Democrats Colleen Mahr, Jack
Molenaar and Donna Dolce won the
race in Fanwood for mayor and two
council positions, respectively, with

an over 50 percent voter turnout.
Mountainside election results in-

cluded 987 votes for Robert Viglianti,
for mayor; 984 votes for William Lane,
as a councilman, and 979 votes for
Robert Messler, as a councilman.

Tom Kean, Jr. won the Senate race
in District 21, and his Assembly run-
ning mates, Jon Bramnick and Eric
Munoz, won their bids.

Although the Westfield Town Coun-
cil had agreed that the town needs an
artificial turf field, the governing body
once again came to a 4-4 tie in a straw
vote over the proposed location of such
a field at the Conservation Center.

Members of the Scotch Plains Spe-
cial Improvement District (SID) steer-
ing committee appealed for more down-
town business owners to become in-
volved in their deliberations, as the group
headed towards a decision on whether
to recommend that a SID be established.

The Fanwood council overturned
the Planning Board’s June 25 approval
of Verizon’s application to install cel-
lular antennas on a PSE&G tower
near North and Elm Avenues, in reac-
tion to an appeal filed by 43 residents
living near the proposed site. AT&T
continued its application to install cel-
lular antennas near LaGrande Avenue.

Westfield residents in the area of
Benson Place and South Chestnut Street
were out in force to voice complaints
regarding the 21-foot bump out con-
structed at the intersection of Benson
and South Chestnut. The council de-
cided to remove the bump out.

Mountainside Fire Official George
McGrath was awarded a Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA)
grant, in the amount of $84,600, to
make improvements to the
Mountainside Fire Department’s build-
ing and its firefighting equipment.

The Fanwood mayor and council
passed a resolution to loan money to
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education, to assist the board in con-
tributing their portion of the Field of
Dreams project, which will revitalize
the athletic field located behind Terrill
Middle School.

In Mountainside, Dr. Schaller an-
nounced that the board of education
expected to receive a temporary Cer-
tificate of Occupancy for the

Beechwood School on December 2.
In a 7 to 2 vote, the Westfield Plan-

ning Board approved with conditions
a proposal to turn the vacant bank at
One Elm Street into a Wolfgang Puck
Express Restaurant.

The applicants, Limited Liability
Company (LLC), plan to convert the
building into a restaurant on the first
floor, with commercial offices to be
located on the second.

The Fanwood jitney bus shuttle ser-
vice was put on hold until the new admin-
istration takes  office in January 2004.

Mountainside mourned the death of
retired police officer Wayne Martin,
who served on the borough’s police
force for 27 years. He retired in 1994.

The Westfield Town Council met
behind closed doors and drawn shades
one Monday night to interview engi-
neering and construction management
service companies for the redevelop-
ment project.

An ordinance is passed limiting the
frequency of garage sales held at resi-
dences in Fanwood.

A new street in Mountainside, lo-
cated off of New Providence Road,
was named Egan Court after James T.
Egan, Jr.,  a Lieutenant in the United
States Marine Corps who has been
Missing In Action in South Vietnam
for over 30 years.

December
In Westfield, just two days after 62-

year-old Helen Freindt was struck and
killed by a motor vehicle in front of
Lord & Taylor, 58-year-old Phyllis
Apperman of Mountainside was hit
and killed on North Avenue near
Hillcrest Avenue.

During the heavy snowstorm on
December 6, Walter Lestarchick, Jr.
of Scotch Plains was killed while driv-
ing a Toro Ground Master Model 345
on Terrill Road, near the intersection
of Terrill Road northbound and Mary
Lane North, when he was struck by an
18-wheel tractor-trailer being oper-
ated by Hector Lopez.

The Scotch Plains Zoning Board of
Adjustment approved site plans that
will permit Bowcraft Amusement Park
to build a water park at its Route 22 site.

After listening to many residents
whose homes will be affected by the

Westfield High School parking ordi-
nance, the council narrowly passed
the ordinance on first reading, with
Mayor Gregory McDermott breaking
the 3-3 tie. Council members Peter
Echausse, Matthew Albano and David
Haas all voted no. Both Councilman
Lawrence Goldman and Council-
woman Susan Jacobson, who repre-
sent the Fourth Ward, were absent
from the meeting. Two weeks later, at
the council’s next meeting, the ordi-
nance was pulled off the agenda.

A week after a Thanksgiving holi-
day that was mild enough for one to be
comfortable outdoors, the area was
hit by a two-day blizzard that ushered
in winter two weeks ahead of sched-
ule and dumped more than a foot of
snow. A week later, another several
inches of snow fell.

In a 5-1 decision, the Westfield Plan-
ning Board voted against the subdivi-
sion of property at 1249 Prospect
Street, which is owned by Bruce and
Edna Ashforth. The decision had come
after hours of testimony, heard at five
separate Planning Board meetings.

This year marked the first year since
1998 that the makeup of the five-
member Scotch Plains Township
Council remained the same for the
entire calendar year.

The Mountainside mayor and coun-
cil noted they would authorize the
county to apply for a Special Deer
Management Permit from the state
Division of Fish & Wildlife for the
2004 Deer Management Program. Ac-
cording to Mayor Viglianti, the county
stated that the hunt would last a maxi-
mum number of three days in dura-
tion, starting on March 1, and that
there would be 12 agents working.
The hunt will cease after 100 deer
have been removed or three days have
passed, whichever comes first.

In a final 4-3 vote, the Westfield
Board of Adjustment denied Temple
Emanu-El’s application to construct a
parking lot on an adjacent piece of
property that the temple had bought
from a local developer.

Santa arrived via train to preside
over Fanwood’s Holiday Celebration
at the Fanwood Train Station.

It was announced that a $10,000
Community Development grant was
awarded for Mountainside Borough
Engineer Michael Disko to do an engi-
neering study on a piece of land that
may be used as the future site for a new
community center. The piece of land,
called “The Barns Track,” is located on
Mountain Avenue between the 7-11
store and the community pool.
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Happy New Year 2004Happy New Year 2004Happy New Year 2004Happy New Year 2004Happy New Year 2004

Pat Connor for The Times
AROUND AND AROUND WE GO…The 29th Annual UNICO/St. Bartholomew
Labor Day Italian Festival brightened up the spirits of Labor Day weekend
revelers with rides such as the Ferris Wheel, and a delicious array of ethnic
foods.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Times
A HERO’S WELCOME…Returning home from a tour of duty in Baghdad and receiving a standing ovation prior to the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood football game in Scotch Plains on September 20 are Marine Freedom Fighters from left: Private
First Class Brad Bedford of Fanwood, Lance Corporal Stan Pearson of Fanwood and Lance Corporal David Laverty of
Scotch Plains. Staff Sergeant Gregory W. Taylor (right) is the United States Marine Corps recruiter.

Elizabeth Correll for The Times
FANNY WOOD...Miss Fanny Wood, also known as
Tonya Cama, made a special appearance in period
costume at the annual Fanny Wood Day celebration
in Fanwood in September.

David B. Corbin for The Times
SECTION 2, GROUP 3 SOCCER CHAMPS…A mob of jubilant fans swarmed the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys soccer team in November after the Raiders defeated Middletown South in a shootout to
claim the North Jersey, Section 2, Group Championship. It was the 11th sectional title for the Raider boys
under Head Coach Tom Breznitsky.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
REMEMBERING...A large crowd of citizens, friends, families and officials gathered at the Village Green in Scotch Plains
in October to attend the ceremony dedicating the fountain memorial in honor of the late State Assemblyman Alan
Augustine.

 Downtown Redevelopment Plans in Westfield and Fanwood,
Local and State Elections Dominate Second Half of 2003

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL,
ELIZABETH CORRELL, LAUREN S.

PASS and FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s note: The following is a
recap of the top news of the second
half of 2003 for Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Mountainside and Fanwood.

July
Mountainside’s Chief School Ad-

ministrator, Dr. Gerard Schaller, an-
nounced his resignation with one
year remaining in his second three-
year term. This came shortly after
the board of education refused to
approve his salary for 2003-2004
and decided to form an ad hoc com-
mittee concerning his re-appoint-
ment.

The Westfield Town Council ap-
proved ordinances adopting the South
Avenue Redevelopment Plan, as well
as the plan for Prospect and Elm
Streets. The South Avenue plan
passed unanimously, while  the Pros-
pect and Elm plan passed in a 7-1
vote, with First Ward Republican
Councilman Sal Caruana voting no.

Representatives from Bowcraft
Amusement Park agreed to submit
revised plans for a proposed water
park to the Scotch Plains Township
Zoning Board of Adjustment, after
board members expressed some con-
cern about the number of trees slated
for removal as part of the develop-
ment and asked for modifications to
other aspects of the plans.

Debate ensued between the Paul
Otto Group and the Hartford Fire
Insurance Company as to who was
responsible for damage caused to the
Beechwood School roof by the Ciro
Randazzo Construction Company.
Randazzo was fired in November of
2002. The company never repaired
the damage it caused to the roof,
which allowed mold to permeate the
walls and duct system at Beechwood
and resulted in water damage to the
interior of the school.

This year, after various methods had

failed to yield much success, Union
County conducted what officials called
the Goose Management Program, es-
sentially a two-day euthanasia of geese
in county parks. Over 700 geese were
killed in Echo Lake Park, Nomahegan
Park, Rahway River Park and
Warinanco Park combined.

The Fanwood mayor and council
proposed an ordinance to impose
fines for signs posted on utility poles.

Attendance at the Westfield Town
Council meeting was unusually high
for a Tuesday night in July, as the
governing body held the first of the
parking deck hearings, with nearly
100 people gathered in the council
chambers.

Mayor Gregory McDermott called
the meeting “Parking 101,” as the
town presented its five-year history
of parking issues during the three-
hour meeting.

The Borough of Mountainside
mourned the loss of  Municipal Judge
Jacob Bauer, who passed away on
July 4. Mr. Bauer was initially ap-
pointed by the borough on January 1,
1955, and was reappointed at 22 re-
organizational meetings by at least
five different Mayors.

Michael Ross was appointed as
Fanwood’s Tax Assessor, while con-
tinuing to serve in the same capacity
for  Scotch Plains as well.

The State of New Jersey assigned
historic status to the Fanwood Train
Station, the Darlington House and
the Carriage House.

Westfield residents saw the first
set of options for the South Avenue
parking deck development and ex-
pressed concerns over the proposed
height. Residents also voiced con-
cerns with traffic.

During discussions of the proposed
development at Prospect and Elm
Streets, several residents argued that
downtown property owners should

pay for the costs of the proposed
deck at that location.

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil enacted new parking restrictions
on streets near Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School. Afterwards, the board
of education and the local govern-
ment discussed which entity was re-
sponsible for finding viable parking
alternatives for student drivers.

Proposing to build a 41-unit, luxury
residential development targeted for
persons  age 55 and older in the Central
Business District on Prospect Avenue,
developers Ward & O’Donnell held
the second in a series of meetings for
Prospect Street residents.

The project, as explained by Ward
& O’Donnell developer James Ward,
is planned for 111, 121 and 129
Prospect Street, which housed the
Statistical Research company, along
with a single family dwelling, which
in recent years has been used as
office space.

The New Jersey Department of
Labor fined Bowcraft Amusement
Park for violating a variety of child
labor laws.

It was decided by the Westfield
Council that Couch Braunsdorf In-
surance Group can not sell its 45
permits in lot 9, off of North Avenue,
with the sale of the property.

August
Fanwood Mayor Louis Jung an-

nounced that the developer’s agree-
ment for the borough’s downtown
area would be signed within weeks.

The Borough of Mountainside
mourned the loss of Police Captain
Todd Turner, who died on August 22
following a tragic car accident. Mr.
Turner was named a captain on August
18 in the Surgical Intensive Care Unit
of University Hospital in Newark, with
25 fellow police officers, town offi-
cials and family members by his side.

He had served the borough’s police
department since 1979 and had earned
over 25 departmental commendations
and five lifesaving awards during his
career. He had been honored by the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, as
well as the United States Postal Ser-
vice, for exemplary service.

Captain Turner was traveling east
on Wyoming Drive when he was
struck by a driver who allegedly ran
a stop sign while driving north on
Cherry Road.

The Westfield Leader took a ran-
dom survey regarding downtown
Westfield redevelopment proposals
and parking opinions.

Eighty-six citizens in downtown
Westfield responded when approached
by filling out the survey form during
the two-day period of August 10-11.
The plurality of those surveyed re-
sponded that they did not feel that
retail and apartments should be in-
cluded in the redevelopment plans.

Fanwood residents filed an appeal,
objecting to Verizon’s plan to build a
cell tower in the borough. A special
meeting was held at Borough Hall to
hear a request from AT&T Wireless to
install a cell antenna in Fanwood.

More delays in the Beechwood
project came to the surface as the Paul
Otto group found that the high amount
of mold in the school was greater than
anticipated. School Board President
Peter Goggi announced that the school
was unlikely to open by the beginning
of the school year on September 4.

Charles Brandt of Westfield, a former
town councilman, town attorney and
chemical engineer, as well as a hus-
band and father of six, passed away.

“I used to call him Mr. Westfield,
but it made him nervous because he
didn’t want the politicians to think
he’d lay claim to such a title,” his
brother, Anthony Brandt, told The
Westfield Leader.

The eighth Annual CONTACT We
Care Race was held at LaGrande
Park in Fanwood, to raise funds for
the not-for-profit organization. CON-
TACT  runs a crisis telephone hotline
that serves Westfield, Fanwood and
neighboring communities.

The August 14 blackout that
knocked out power from Ohio to
New England stopped short of the
Union County area, with only iso-
lated and brief outages reported.

The Fanwood Public Works De-
partment made improvements to
street conditions on Westfield Road.

An ardent audience packed the
Westfield Town Council Chambers,
searching for answers from Bob
Powell, Principal of the development
firm HKT Nassau Associates, and
the council.

Following the public portion of
the meeting, the council passed a
resolution authorizing the mayor and
town clerk to execute a “Letter Agree-
ment” with HKT Nassau Associates.

The council explained that this
resolution means Westfield will
“commence preparation of the de-
sign plan for the parking deck.”

It was decided that renovations
would occur at the Fanwood Public
Works Department facility.

Portions of West Broad Street and
nearly the entire length of Westfield
Road were closed to auto traffic due
to resurfacing projects.

Heavy rains flooded areas such as
Tillotson Road in Fanwood.

The late Jack Ruh was honored
with a resolution for his 48 years as
a volunteer fireman in Fanwood.

An $80,000 communications grant,
received in 2002, was used to install
police antennae in Fanwood patrol
cars and replace the department’s
sports utility vehicle.

Construction began at the Forest
Road Park Community Center in
Fanwood.

Bruce Helmstetter was reappointed
as Fanwood’s Construction Official
and Building Subcode Official, a
position he had held for four years.

September
The Westfield Board of Education

revealed  the results of its 2003 Com-
munity Survey. Superintendent of
Schools, Dr. William Foley, presented
the results from a prepared state-
ment, accompanied by a Powerpoint
slideshow presentation.

When asked what issues should be
prioritized within the school budget,
the survey results showed 54 percent
of respondents thought decreasing
class size should be one of the
district’s top priorities.

Fanwood’s Mayor  Jung announced
that the official redevelopment plan
for the borough’s downtown would
be shown to the public within weeks.

On the second anniversary of the
September 11 terrorist attacks, Scotch
Plains township officials dedicated
the new Memorial Park on Plainfield
Avenue, a facility that includes a
ballfield and a soccer field.

Following incidents at an Atlantic
City casino, involving inappropriate
remarks to a woman and a scuffle
with casino security personnel, State

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
TAKING A STAND...Former Senate candidate Doug Forrester, right, adressed
the media at an October press conference regarding the ballot switch with 22nd
District State Senate candidate Martin Marks, second from left.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
SCOTCH PLAINS REMEMBERS...At the Village Green on Veterans Day – the
eleventh month, the eleventh day, the eleventh hour – Veterans Day is celebrated
in tribute to all that served and sacrificed to keep our country free.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The  Times
BUS ACCIDENT SCARE…A school bus accident, which occurred in August,
caused a national scare on television as helicopters swarmed overhead and
reporters arrived on the scene out of concern for the 39 children plus staff
members aboard the vehicle. Police and firemen from Scotch Plains, as well as
county authorities, quickly rallied to the scene. As of press time, the condition
of the children was said to be “okay” and the driver of the car involved in the
head-on collision was listed as “good.”

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
WINNING SEASON...For the second time this season, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School football underdog “Wild Dogs” silenced local and state
experts, and earned state-wide respect when they walloped the 15th ranked
Sayreville Bombers, 28-24, in Sayreville on November 22.

THE TIMESTHE TIMES
Scotch Plains - FanwoodScotch Plains - Fanwood

The Westfield LeaderThe Westfield Leader
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Senator Joseph Suliga initially
brushed aside the matter. But press
reports detailing other incidents
forced his withdrawal from his re-
election effort against Scotch Plains
Mayor Martin Marks. Democrats an-
nounced they would seek to replace
him on the November ballot, while
Republicans vowed a court fight to
prevent a candidate switch similar to
the 2002 United States Senate race,
when incumbent Robert Torricelli was
replaced by Frank Lautenberg late in
the campaign.

A public dedication of the Union
County September 11th Memorial was
held on September 13 in Echo Lake
Park. Located near the Springfield
Avenue entrance to the park on the
Westfield/Mountainside border, it
honors the memory of 60 Union
County residents who lost their lives
in the terrorist attacks.

Fanwood Council President Joel
Whitaker stated that an ordinance was
passed authorizing the borough to hire
a professional traffic engineer to con-
duct a traffic study aimed at resolving
existing traffic congestion problems,
and to look at the downtown plan
from a traffic standpoint.

Due to safety concerns and con-
struction delays, Westfield High
School (WHS) opened on Monday,
September 8, instead of Wednesday,
September 3, as originally planned.

The Mountainside U12 Girls All
Star Softball Team, known as the Clo-
vers, was honored at the September
Borough Council meeting for the
team’s First Place honor in the annual
Union Township Fast Pitch Softball
Tournament.

The Fanwood Police Department
held its Public Safety Awareness Day,
which included fingerprinting, fire
safety training and display of fire and
rescue equipment.

The Borough of Fanwood decided
to provide protection against lightning
strikes for the existing communica-
tions tower, while also requesting bids
for a replacement tower. Concerns were
raised that the ill equipped tower would
jeopardize the new police, fire and res-
cue communications equipment pur-
chased with an $80,000 grant.

Westfield Recreation Commission
Chairman Keith Hertell presented an
update on the proposed lighted artifi-
cial turf field and received the Town
Council’s permission to continue re-
searching the project.

The commission has proposed that
the field be built on a portion of land
at the Conservation Center on Lam-
berts Mill Road.

Dunkin’ Donuts informed the
Fanwood Planning Board of its desire
to tear down its existing store in the
borough and build a new, larger struc-
ture that would include a drive-up win-
dow. Board members expressed con-
cerns regarding the effects on traffic.

The Traffic Education And Monitor-
ing (TEAM) Program was launched,
enabling residents to use Westfield
police radar units to monitor motorists’
speed on residential streets. A letter
could then be sent from Police Chief
Bernard Tracy, making the vehicle
owner aware of the speed his or her car
was traveling. The residents do not
issue summonses or warnings.

Westfield Mayor Gregory
McDermott stated that the town had
met with representatives from NJ Tran-
sit, to “let them know we’re serious”
about the parking decks and redevel-
opment projects. He said that it was a
positive meeting.

The mayor added that he also met
with representatives from the Westfield
Planning Board, to open the lines of
communication and hear board mem-
bers’ concerns about redevelopment
details.

On another matter, the Westfield
Planning Board granted conditional
site plan approval for a property at
321 South Avenue, which had been
used as retail space, to now be used as
the site for a restaurant.

According to testimony given then
by the applicant, Balwinder Singh, he
and his restaurant partner, Anokh Chand,
will open a restaurant serving Indian
cuisine. It will be open six days a week
–  from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for lunch,
and 5 to 10 p.m. for dinner. He said the
restaurant will be closed on Mondays.

In Scotch Plains, the steering com-
mittee looking into the feasibility of
setting up a Special Improvement Dis-
trict (SID) for the Scotch Plains down-
town area held its first meeting.

The Westfield Board of Adjustment
stated at its monthly meeting that some
homeowners needed to “scale down”
their applications. Approximately 25
percent of them subsequently asked
for an extension that would put them
on the October 20 agenda.

The Mountainside U14 Girls All
Star Softball Team was honored for its
participation and first place ranking in
the National Division of the Parkway
International Softball League.

Governor James McGreevey vis-
ited Westfield High School to note
progress in the construction project.

In Mountainside, it was reported
that mold had been successfully re-
moved from the Beechwood School
building, and that the parking lot and

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Redevelopment; Elections Dominate the Second half of 2003

grounds construction was 95 percent
complete. The upper parking lot for
parents and visitors was completed,
while the lower area for faculty and
staff was not.

A mock disaster drill was held by
the Union County Office of Emer-
gency Management at the Westfield
Train Station with many towns par-
ticipating.

October
Heading into the election, Fanwood

Borough merchants began to voice
concerns on how the redevelopment
plans would affect their businesses.

Mountainside Chief School Admin-
istrator, Dr. Gerard Schaller, an-
nounced the appointment of Walter
Rusak as Interim Building Principal
of Deerfield School, effective imme-
diately, at the rate of $450 per day.

The Westfield developer team of
Nassau HKT presented its revised plan
for the developments at South Avenue
and Prospect and Elm Streets in
Westfield.

Multiple Westfield residents con-
tinued to voice their concerns about
the height of both developments, and
the Payments In Lieu of Taxes (PI-
LOT) not being shared with the
Westfield Board of Education. Many
residents added that there was a need
for a non-binding referendum because
of the size of the projects.

Despite a GOP effort to prevent Mr.
Suliga from being replaced on the State
Senate ballot, a fight that went all the
way to the U.S. Supreme Court, Demo-
crats named Union County Freeholder
Nicholas Scutari as the new candidate
in the race against Republican Martin
Marks. Republican court challenges
lasted through much of October, with
Mr. Marks saying that the “real victims
in all this are the rule of law, the repu-
tation of our state and, most impor-
tantly, the voters of New Jersey and
now the 22nd Legislative District for a
second time in two years.” He claimed
Mr. Suliga had withdrawn from the
race not for health reasons, but because
“his internal polls showed that he was
about to lose what was once consid-
ered a safe Democrat seat.”

Mountainside PTA funds originally
earmarked for a new granite sign at
Beechwood School were reallocated
for the purchase of playground equip-
ment at the school.

After much discussion in their
preconference meeting and on the dais
during the public portion of their regu-
lar meeting, the Westfield Town Coun-
cil passed a resolution to award the
traffic study related to the parking
deck redevelopment projects to
Edwards & Kelcey with an 8-1 vote.
First Ward Republican Councilman
Sal Caruana was the only member to
vote against the resolution.

Mountainside appointed David
Neuhaser and David Lauricella as two
new members to its volunteer fire de-
partment.

During the 2002-2003 Westfield
school year, there were 23 reported
incidents of offenses, “most of which
occurred at the high school,” accord-
ing to Westfield Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William Foley. The num-
ber of reported incidents rose from 15
during the 2000-2001 school year. Of
the 23 reported incidents, all resulted
in out-of-school suspensions.

A public hearing was held regard-
ing the ongoing debate over Verizon’s
desire to locate a cell tower in
Fanwood.

The building that formerly housed
Club Malibu on Terrill Road in Scotch
Plains was torn down, nearly five years
after the nightclub closed in the wake
of a fatal shooting in its parking lot.
The property’s new owners have not
yet said what type of business will
replace the club.

The Fanwood and Scotch Plains
police departments initiated Project
Child Safe, a national program that
provides community police depart-
ments with gunlocks to give to citi-
zens in their community.

Fire Official George McGrath pre-
sented a special fire safety demonstra-
tion to the Mountainside Active Retir-
ees regarding active fire detectors, in
honor of Fire Prevention Week.

The highlight of the annual Fanny
Wood Day celebration in Fanwood
was a performance by children’s mu-
sician Tom Chapin.

A water drainage problem on
Orenda Circle in Westfield came to
light. Runoff from Mountainside is
channeled through pipes and dis-
charges onto private property in
Westfield. Town Engineer Kenneth
Marsh said that in order to remedy the
situation, the water would have to be
contained and conveyed back to
Mountainside where it could be chan-
neled into a stream which ends at
Echo Lake Park.

To fix the problem, Westfield re-
quires Mountainside’s permission to
act. Should the project proceed, the
cost is estimated to be between
$105,000 and $110,000.

Scotch Plains township officials
dedicated Augustine Park, located on
the Village Green. A fountain was
constructed in memory of the late
Alan Augustine, who served as Mayor
and State Assemblyman.

Candidates for Fanwood mayor and
council walked local neighborhoods,
put up campaign signs and partici-
pated in a debate, which was televised
on Channel 35.

Details of the proposed Fanwood
Park Historic District were presented
by Bob Craig, of the state’s Historic
Preservation Office, and Nancy Zerbe,
an architectural historian who has been
working with the borough on its ap-
plication for historic status.

Street improvements on Westfield
Road encountered many delays and
problems with the job’s contractor.

November
Republicans Peter Echausse, JoAnn

Neylan, Mark Ciarrocca and James
Foerst swept the Westfield Town
Council elections.

Mayor Marks was defeated in the
State Senate race, losing to Nicholas
Scutari by a 55 percent to 45 percent
margin. Despite losing seven of the
22nd District’s 11 towns, Mr. Scutari’s
victory was secured by overwhelm-
ing margins of victory in Plainfield,
Linden, Rahway and Elizabeth. As-
sembly incumbents Linda Stender and
Jerry Green, both Democrats, were
easily re-elected.

Democrats Colleen Mahr, Jack
Molenaar and Donna Dolce won the
race in Fanwood for mayor and two
council positions, respectively, with
an over 50 percent voter turnout.

Mountainside election results in-
cluded 987 votes for Robert Viglianti,
for mayor; 984 votes for William Lane,
as a councilman, and 979 votes for
Robert Messler, as a councilman.

Tom Kean, Jr. won the Senate race
in District 21, and his Assembly run-
ning mates, Jon Bramnick and Eric
Munoz, won their bids.

Although the Westfield Town Coun-
cil had agreed that the town needs an
artificial turf field, the governing body
once again came to a 4-4 tie in a straw
vote over the proposed location of such
a field at the Conservation Center.

Members of the Scotch Plains Spe-
cial Improvement District (SID) steer-
ing committee appealed for more down-
town business owners to become in-
volved in their deliberations, as the group
headed towards a decision on whether
to recommend that a SID be established.

The Fanwood council overturned
the Planning Board’s June 25 approval
of Verizon’s application to install cel-
lular antennas on a PSE&G tower
near North and Elm Avenues, in reac-
tion to an appeal filed by 43 residents
living near the proposed site. AT&T
continued its application to install cel-
lular antennas near LaGrande Avenue.

Westfield residents in the area of
Benson Place and South Chestnut Street
were out in force to voice complaints
regarding the 21-foot bump out con-
structed at the intersection of Benson
and South Chestnut. The council de-
cided to remove the bump out.

Mountainside Fire Official George
McGrath was awarded a Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA)
grant, in the amount of $84,600, to
make improvements to the
Mountainside Fire Department’s build-
ing and its firefighting equipment.

The Fanwood mayor and council
passed a resolution to loan money to
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education, to assist the board in con-
tributing their portion of the Field of
Dreams project, which will revitalize
the athletic field located behind Terrill
Middle School.

In Mountainside, Dr. Schaller an-
nounced that the board of education
expected to receive a temporary Cer-
tificate of Occupancy for the
Beechwood School on December 2.

In a 7 to 2 vote, the Westfield Plan-
ning Board approved with conditions
a proposal to turn the vacant bank at
One Elm Street into a Wolfgang Puck
Express Restaurant.

The applicants, Limited Liability
Company (LLC), plan to convert the
building into a restaurant on the first
floor, with commercial offices to be
located on the second.

The Fanwood jitney bus shuttle ser-
vice was put on hold until the new
administration takes  office in January
2004.

Mountainside mourned the death

of retired police officer Wayne Mar-
tin, who served on the borough’s po-
lice force for 27 years. He retired in
1994.

The Westfield Town Council met
behind closed doors and drawn shades
one Monday night to interview engi-
neering and construction management
service companies for the redevelop-
ment project.

An ordinance is passed limiting the
frequency of garage sales held at resi-
dences in Fanwood.

A new street in Mountainside, lo-
cated off of New Providence Road,
was named Egan Court after James T.
Egan, Jr.,  a Lieutenant in the United
States Marine Corps who has been
Missing In Action in South Vietnam
for over 30 years.

December
In Westfield, just two days after 62-

year-old Helen Freindt was struck and
killed by a motor vehicle in front of
Lord & Taylor, 58-year-old Phyllis
Apperman of Mountainside was hit
and killed on North Avenue near
Hillcrest Avenue.

During the heavy snowstorm on
December 6, Walter Lestarchick, Jr.
of Scotch Plains was killed while driv-
ing a Toro Ground Master Model 345
on Terrill Road, near the intersection
of Terrill Road northbound and Mary
Lane North, when he was struck by an
18-wheel tractor-trailer being oper-
ated by Hector Lopez.

The Scotch Plains Zoning Board of
Adjustment approved site plans that
will permit Bowcraft Amusement Park
to build a water park at its Route 22 site.

After listening to many residents
whose homes will be affected by the
Westfield High School parking ordi-
nance, the council narrowly passed
the ordinance on first reading, with
Mayor Gregory McDermott breaking
the 3-3 tie. Council members Peter
Echausse, Matthew Albano and David
Haas all voted no. Both Councilman
Lawrence Goldman and Council-
woman Susan Jacobson, who repre-
sent the Fourth Ward, were absent
from the meeting. Two weeks later, at
the council’s next meeting, the ordi-
nance was pulled off the agenda.

A week after a Thanksgiving holi-
day that was mild enough for one to be
comfortable outdoors, the area was
hit by a two-day blizzard that ushered
in winter two weeks ahead of sched-
ule and dumped more than a foot of
snow. A week later, another several
inches of snow fell.

In a 5-1 decision, the Westfield Plan-
ning Board voted against the subdivi-
sion of property at 1249 Prospect
Street, which is owned by Bruce and
Edna Ashforth. The decision had come
after hours of testimony, heard at five
separate Planning Board meetings.

This year marked the first year since
1998 that the makeup of the five-
member Scotch Plains Township
Council remained the same for the
entire calendar year.

The Mountainside mayor and coun-
cil noted they would authorize the
county to apply for a Special Deer
Management Permit from the state
Division of Fish & Wildlife for the
2004 Deer Management Program. Ac-
cording to Mayor Viglianti, the county
stated that the hunt would last a maxi-
mum number of three days in dura-
tion, starting on March 1, and that
there would be 12 agents working.
The hunt will cease after 100 deer
have been removed or three days have
passed, whichever comes first.

In a final 4-3 vote, the Westfield
Board of Adjustment denied Temple
Emanu-El’s application to construct a
parking lot on an adjacent piece of
property that the temple had bought
from a local developer.

Santa arrived via train to preside
over Fanwood’s Holiday Celebration
at the Fanwood Train Station.

It was announced that a $10,000
Community Development grant was
awarded for Mountainside Borough
Engineer Michael Disko to do an engi-
neering study on a piece of land that
may be used as the future site for a new
community center. The piece of land,
called “The Barns Track,” is located on
Mountain Avenue between the 7-11
store and the community pool.
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Elizabeth Correll for The Times
SMILING FACES...The Democrats in Fanwood celebrated their wins for
mayor and council on Tuesday night. Pictured from left to right are: Freeholder
Al Mirabella, Councilman-elect Jack Molenaar, Mayor-elect Colleen Mahr,
Councilwoman-elect Donna Dolce and Assemblywoman Linda Stender.

Donate Your Car

Help Can’t Wait
Call: 1-888-999-HELP (4357)

One Call Does It All
Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing

Any Make / Any Model  •  Cars Trucks & Vans

*Some restrictions apply. Advertising supplied by SAS

Westfield / Mountainside Chapter
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C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
  Repairs • Gutters
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“25 Years of Experience
Settling Significant Injury

 and Accident Cases.”

FRANCIS M. SMITH

Personal Injury. . .
PERSONAL ATTENTION

Call For a
Free Consultation:
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908-233-5800

Snap Shots of Westfield
A Family Owned Business

908-389-1003 222. E. Broad St.  Westfield NJ

      Develop 2 rolls of film and receive 

     50% off  the second roll with this ad.

Authorized Dealer   Nikon, Canon, Pentax, Olympus 

We buy, sell & trade new and used equipment 

Let us help you discover the world through 
                             the lens of a camera.

Specializing in Digital and Traditional

Photography, Photo Restoration, 

Passport Photos, and High Quality 

1-Hour Photo Developing

& The Gift House

Jeff Siegel for The Westfield Leader
ACCEPTANCE SPEECH...District 22 Senate candidate Nicholas Scutari, right,
gave his victory speech at L’Affaire in Mountainside on Tuesday night with his
wife, Karolina, at his side.

Patrick Connor for The Westfield Leader
HUGS ABOUND...Republicans James Foerst and Jo Ann Neylan embrace
following their council win.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
CELEBRATE GOOD TIMES...Tom Kean, Jr., left, Dr. Eric Munoz, center and
Jon Bramnick celebrated their victory for the State Senate and Assembly in
Berkeley Heights on Tuesday night.

David  B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ON THE DAIS...The Westfield Area League of Women Voters and The Westfield Leader co-sponsored the 2003 candidates forum for  the Westfield Town Council
candidates on Thursday night. Pictured, from the left, are: Peter  Echausse, Maureen Kehoe Rothfelder , Jo Ann Neylan, David Owens, Bonnie Rugger io, Lauren
Pass, Mark Ciarrocca, David Haas, James Foerst and Susan Jacobson.
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TREE EXPERT CO.

• Pruning
• Spraying
• Feeding
• Removal

Modern Equipment
State  Certified

Immediate  Service
Ins ured For Your Protection
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Bill to Require Hospitals
To Report Info. on Staff

TRENTON – Assembly Deputy
Speaker Jerry Green, Assemblyman
Joseph Cryan and Assembly Confer-
ence Leader Loretta Weinberg an-
nounced that they have drafted legis-
lation to close loopholes in current
state law regarding information hos-
pitals and other health care facilities
can share about their staff with pro-
fessional boards or the state Depart-
ment of Health and Senior Services
(DHSS).

The Assembly members drafted
their legislation following recent re-
ports of between 30 and 40 alleged
“mercy killings” committed by nurse
Charles Cullen, who worked at the
Somerville Medical Center until be-
ing fired on October 31.

“Our focus is on saving people’s
lives,” said Assemblyman Green (D-
Union). “While Mr. Cullen has
claimed he’s responsible for the mur-
ders, the state has a responsibility to
do all it can to protect patients and
create safeguards to ensure the safety
of others.”

Under the Green/Cryan/Weinberg
bill, hospitals and other licensed
health care facilities would be re-
quired to report questionable con-
duct or care by health care profes-
sionals to the appropriate state pro-
fessional licensing board or DHSS.
Health care professionals covered by
the measure would include nurses,
homemaker-home health aides, phar-
macists, nurse aides and personal
care assistants.

“Nurses and other health care pro-
fessionals are trained to do all they
can to enhance our health and
wellness,” said Assemblyman Cryan
(D-Union). “However, sometimes
there are those among their ranks
who take it upon themselves to play
God -- fortunately, this is a small
number.”

Specifically, the bill would require
a facility to provide written notifica-
tion to the applicable board or DHSS
when a health care professional:

— Voluntarily resigns from the
staff of the facility if the facility is
reviewing the health care
professional’s conduct or patient care
or has expressed an intention to re-
sign to any member of the health care
professional or administrative staff

at the facility;
— Has been discharged from the

staff of the facility or has had a
contract to render professional ser-
vices terminated or rescinded for
reasons relating to the health care
professional’s incompetence, mis-
conduct or impairment;

— Agrees to the placement of con-
ditions or limitations on the health
care professional’s practice within
the facility, including non-routine
concurrent or retrospective review
of care, non-routine supervision by
one or more members of the staff, or
the completion of remedial educa-
tion or training;

— Is granted a leave of absence
pursuant to which the health care
professional may not practice within
the facility, if the reasons provided in
support of the leave relate to any
physical, mental or emotional con-
dition or drug or alcohol use that
might impair the health care
professional’s ability to practice with
reasonable skill and safety;

— Is a party to a medical malprac-
tice liability suit, in which the facil-
ity is also a party, and in which there
is a settlement, judgment or arbitra-
tion award, in which case the notifi-
cation must be made within seven
days of the date of the settlement,
judgment or award.

Assemblyman Green said he
worked extensively with Somerset
County Prosecutor Wayne Forrest
and Dennis Miller – President and
CEO of Somerset Medical Center –
in crafting the legislation and that
both men played key roles in its
development.

The legislators said they plan to
formally introduce their legislation
in January, following the Assembly’s
winter holiday break.

Saint Barnabas Seeks
Study Individuals

LIVINGSTON — Physician re-
searchers at Saint Barnabas Medi-
cal Center are embarking on a study
of gene mutations associated with
an increased risk of colon polyps
and cancer among the Ashkenazi
Jewish population. They are cur-
rently seeking participants for the
study.

This research will expand current
knowledge about the significance of
these mutations and their implica-
tion for prevention strategies. Re-
searchers also hope the study will
assist with efforts to identify addi-
tional mutations.

Members of the Ashkenazi Jew-
ish population who are over age 50
and have had a colonoscopy within
the last five years may be eligible to
participate. Those who meet these
criteria and are interested in partici-
pating in this study, may call (973)
322-5771. All testing is free of
charge and strictly confidential.

Election Night November 6, 2003

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BOROUGH CANDIDATES ON TV...Fanwood candidates for mayor and
council appeared on TV-35 on October 22 to discuss issues for the November 4
General Election. Mayor Louis Jung, Councilman David Trumpp and Council
President Joel Whitaker sought reelection. They were opposed by Colleen Mahr
for mayor, with Jack Molenaar and Donna Dolce for council. Pictured, left to
right, are: Mayor Jung, moderator Fred Rossi of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, and Mrs. Mahr.

Nothing to do
New Year’s Eve?

Hear the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra perform at The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield at
7 p.m. Tickets are available at
the door or call (908) 232-9400.

Reprinted from October 9

Reprinted from October 30
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Susan Petrick, MEd, LDTC, CET

Board Certified Educational Therapist
Dyslexia Specialist

Specialist in the Disorder of Written Expression
Creator of “Picture to Write” - a uniquely effective writing technique

For the Bright Child

with a Surprising Academic Weakness

908-654-9380 in Westfield

Experienced, expert, 1 on 1 instruction in reading, spelling, math & writing

*Wilson
*Lindamood Bell

*Orton Gillingham certified

Focusing on ages 5-11

215-295-1010 in Pennsylvania     MasterCard & Visa accepted

 
Start the New Year 

Off Right! 
Open New Year’s Day 

10:00am-4:00pm 
 

Membership includes the use of: 
two pools * over 100 pieces of strength training & cardio equipment * 
air conditioned gym * free participation in most fitness classes * 
free weight room * racquetball courts  
babysitting *  child care * whirlpool, sauna & steam for additional  fee 
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The Solution to your New 

Year’s Resolution! 
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220 Clark Street 
Westfield, NJ  07090 
www.westfieldynj.org 

Serving Westfield, Cranford, Garwood and Mountainside since 1923. 

The Westfield “Y” has  
programs and  activities for 

the whole family:   
preschoolers, teens,  
families and seniors.   

Financial assistance is  
available.    

BRING THIS AD WITH YOU AND GET A FREE GIFT!  
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YMCA
We build strong kids,

strong families, strong communities.

See us in the Verizon Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES
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GOVERNOR’S PARTY…Women from the Junior League’s state public af-
fairs committee joined Governor James McGreevey at Drumthwacket for a
holiday party on December 16. Pictured above, from the left, are: Westfielders
Jill Sawers and Jeanne Marie Ryan with Governor McGreevey and Teri
DiFrancesco.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COPS FOR KIDS…Westfield Police Officer Gary Moore recently presented
gifts which will be given to the children for Christmas at Children’s Specialized
Hospital in Mountainside. These presents where funded by the dayshift of the
police department’s Platoon B, which includes Officer Moore, Tom Tyrrell,
Nick Norton, Vincent Piano, Anthony Vastano, Rich Smialowicz, Mark Cierpial,
Chris Wolfson, Greg Hobson, and Robert Riley.

Talking Business

Westfield Author Adds Novel
Of Murder to Her Works

By HORACE R. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD -- “To Prepare A
Face” by Marlene Browne has just
been released as a 360-page paper-
back novel by 1stBooks Library.

According to the publisher’s press
release, the story begins
with a murder in an As-
pen gondola. The victim,
Rex, a nationally known
television talk show host,
is not very nice and there
are a more than a few
people who are happy
that he is dead.

The police chief of
Aspen assigns the homi-
cide case to Detective
Sarah Russell. Sarah is a
strong, charming, flawed
heroine with a humor-
ous, philosophical bent
and a warm, wonderful wit that she
relies upon as she searches for the
killer and personal satisfaction with
the help of the erudite, prosecutor
playboy, Zachary Hewitt.

Ms. Browne told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that she got the idea
for the novel while bouncing around
as a ski bunny between marriages.
She was traveling then on a ski lift
and became very uncomfortable with
a male stranger in the gondola. She
was so upset by the experience that

the thought of murder and her help-
lessness did come to her mind while
deliberating about the predicament.
This spurred her to undertake the
novel.

Ms. Browne has authored other
books including: “The Divorce Pro-

cess: Empowerment
through Knowledge,”
paperback, August 2001.
Marlene Browne is also
a lawyer. She lectures on
the law and appears regu-
larly on national radio
and television. The au-
thor has also written “The
Boomer’s Guide to Di-
vorce,” which is due in
2004.

After majoring in eco-
nomics at Boston College,
Ms. Browne attended
Emory University Law

School. She practiced divorce law in
Westfield with James Eudice, then
moved on to become a partner at
Lindabury, McCormick and Estabrook
where she practiced until 1997.

Ms. Browne also authored “Aspen
Heir,” a contemporary literary novel
written in 1999.

The author resides on the east coast
with her husband, Chris Chamberlin,
an airline captain with Continental
Airlines. She frequently visits
Westfield, seeing her parents Marie
and Frank, who are residents.

Marlene Browne

Deer Census to Proceed
In Ashbrook Reservation

Bill Signed Requiring Ash
To be Used in 9/11 Memorial
TRENTON – Governor James

McGreevey recently signed legisla-
tion sponsored by Assemblywoman
Linda Stender and Assembly Deputy
Minority Leader Neil Cohen which
would require ash collected at the
site of the World Trade Center
(WTC) catastrophe to be used in
any Ground Zero memorial honor-
ing the victims of the 9/11 terrorist
attacks.

Last year, Asw. Stender and Asm.
Cohen sent letters to the New York
Legislature urging identical legisla-
tion to be introduced and enacted in
that state. Once identical bills have
been signed into law in the two states,
the Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey would be compelled to
utilize WTC ash in a planned memo-
rial to be constructed at the former
World Trade Center site.

Democrats, Asw. Stender and Asm.
Cohen crafted the legislation (A-
2753) to address concerns raised by
Diane and Kurt Horning, a Scotch
Plains couple whose only son, Mat-
thew Horning, 26, died in the WTC
collapse. The Hornings say the ash
collected at the WTC site – and now
piled at the Fresh Kills landfill on
Staten Island – contains the remains
of people who lost their lives in the 9/
11 catastrophe.

Asw. Stender, who took up the
Hornings’ cause, said the site was
consecrated by the deaths of so many
people.

“The ashen remains should be
treated with respect and returned to
the site,” said Asw. Stender. “We
need to memorialize and honor the
9/11 victims. It would be uncon-
scionable to leave their ashes in a
landfill and an insult to their
memory and the sacrifice they
made.”

“Any memorial that fails to utilize
Twin Tower ash would run the risk of
being looked upon as an empty ges-

ture,” said Assemblywoman Stender.
“The ash would make a World Trade
Center memorial site sacred ground
for the ages.”

“The grim reality is that this ash is
the only tangible remains that may
ever exist for some of the families
who lost loved ones in the collapse of
the Twin Towers,” said Asm. Cohen.
“What’s a survivor supposed to do?
Go to the Fresh Kills garbage dump
every Sunday to mourn for a loved
one?”

“The remains of airline passen-
gers, police officers, firefighters,
paramedics and civilian and govern-
ment employees are interspersed
throughout the ash, and they deserve
a place of honor and dignity,” said
Asw. Stender. “A landfill is not a
fitting burial site.”

“These innocent people were the
first casualties in this nation’s war on
terrorism,” said Asm. Cohen. “They
deserve a more fitting final resting
place, and the public deserves a me-
morial that honors their presence as
well as their memory.”

The state Attorney General’s Of-
fice says 691 New Jersey residents
died in the 9/11 attacks, most of
them at the WTC, which is con-
trolled by the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey and the
Lower Manhattan Development
Corporation. The agencies plan to
construct a memorial at the trade
center site.

Under the Stender/Cohen measure,
the mound of WTC ash now piled at
the Fresh Kills Landfill will be cov-
ered from the elements, placed in
containers, and shipped back to
downtown Manhattan for use in the
Ground Zero memorial.

For the law to be made binding on
the Port Authority, an identical ver-
sion will need to be passed in the
New York Legislature and signed by
that state’s governor.

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Union
County is proceeding with a deer
census in the Ashbrook Reservation
in Scotch Plains and hopes to have an
estimate of the number of deer by the
end of January.

County Manager George Devanney
sent a letter last Tuesday to Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin Marks outlin-
ing the county’s plans, which will
involve staff from the county’s parks
and recreation department who will
count the deer from the ground.

Prior to 2002, the county had
partnered with the state Division of
Fish and Wildlife to perform similar
counts using helicopters and infra-

red cameras that detected the deer at
night, but the state then eliminated
funding for this program.

Once the census is completed, de-
cisions on what, if anything, to do
about the deer will be made by state,
county and township officials. In re-
cent years, south side residents have
complained of deer, often in groups,
encroaching on and damaging their
property. In addition, deer have been
blamed for several dozen automobile
accidents annually in Scotch Plains,
with most of them occurring on the
south side where Ashbrook is located.

The county’s plan to count the
deer in Ashbrook also means that
Scotch Plains will move forward soon
with an application to the state for a
permit that will allow Union County
to conduct a deer hunt in the
Watchung Reservation.

During last week’s township coun-
cil meeting, some concern was ex-
pressed that the county’s seeming
inaction regarding the south side deer
problem could make the council less
likely to move quickly on an applica-
tion for a deer hunt, something the
state will act on in mid-January.

Newark Dreyfuss Planetarium
Exhibit Features Mars’ Piece

NEWARK — The first of a pair of
Mars rovers is scheduled to land on
the red planet on January 3. The Mars
Exploration Rovers were launched
last summer. After more than six
months in space, they are reaching
their target this month.

The first to touch down will be the
Mars Rover named “Spirit”. About
the size of a golf cart, it is equipped
with powerful instruments and cam-
eras that make the rover a formidable
robotic geologist. It will be able to
travel nearly a mile from its landing
site during its 90-day mission. Spirit’s
sister ship, named “Opportunity,” is
scheduled to land on January 24.

Visitors at Newark Museum’s
Dreyfuss Planetarium will have an
opportunity to see a real piece of
Mars up close in the facility’s  exhibit
“Impacts”. This exhibition is about
asteroids, comets, and meteorites. It
includes a Zagami meteorite that is
an actual piece of Martian rock.

Visitors will learn how the piece
was chipped off of Mars by an enor-
mous impact, spent billions of years
in space, and fell to Earth as a mete-
orite.

Visitors can also play the Meteor-

ite/Meteor Wrong game and discover
the dangers of cosmic impacts.

The exhibition, which will be open
on Wednesdays through Sundays, 12
noon to 5 p.m., is recommended for
adults and children ages 5 and up.

The planetarium will also high-
light the mission of the twin rovers
following the children’s show “Rusty
Rocket’s Last Blast.” Kids join the
Space Academy and become a
“Rocket Rookie.” Children can tour
through the solar system with Rusty
Rocket as he recalls great moments
in space exploration and witness the
discoveries of famous spacecraft of
the past.

The show will be followed by a
tour of the night sky, instruction on
where to find Mars in the sky, and
an update on the Mars Rover mis-
sions. This 35-minute program will
run on Saturdays and Sundays at 1
and 3 p.m. through Sunday, Febru-
ary 29.

Planetarium tickets are $3 for
adults, $2 for children under 12, se-
nior citizens, and college students.
Tickets go on sale at 12 noon on a
first come first served basis only.
Early attendance is advised.

WF Reorganization Set
Next Tuesday Night

The public is invited to attend the
Westfield reorganization meeting for
2004 on Tuesday, January 7. at 7 p.m.
in the Municipal Building on Broad
Street. Newly elected councilpersons
will be sworn in plus board and commit-
tee appointments will be announced.
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HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Husband Needs to Plan Future
As Unhappy Marriage Unravels

Letters to the Editor
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A Frustrated Husband Writes: I
have been married for 10 years, and
it has been a good marriage until
recently. My wife and I came from
similar humble beginnings, and we
struggled hard to get to where we are
now. I have a senior position in a
New York firm and earn a great deal
of money. We own a big house, send
our children to a private school and
want for nothing financially.

However, in recent times, my wife
has admitted to having an affair with
someone she says is more success-
ful. She says I’m rich enough to take
care of myself now. I should buy my
own foods or eat out, and argues
about everything. She threatens to
take me to “the cleaners financially”
and will tell my employer that I am
a loser. My marriage has gone from
a joyous one to a hostile one. Should
I stay and fight and show her that I’m
no weakling?

Answer: The bottom line is that
your marriage has gone from com-
patibility to “combatibility” (if there
is such a word). I really don’t know
what went wrong. Based on what
you wrote me, the marriage is over.
Forget about being seen as weak or
strong; survival is the name of the
game.

Since you claim your wife talks
about being punitive, obtain the ser-
vices of a good attorney, fight for
your rights and, eventually, start
evaluating what you want to do —
for the rest of your life. Good luck.

A Bride-to-Be Writes: I am mar-
rying in June, and I cannot believe
that all of the wedding arrangements
have been completed without stress.
That is, until now. And it has nothing
to do with me. It’s my parents. They
are arguing over the song that my
father wants the band to play when
he and I have our first dance.

My mother insists that it be a tra-

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Zax – An instrument for trimming

roofing slates
2. Rhexis – In medicine, the rupture of

an organ or vessel
3. Tenebrous – Dark; gloomy
4. Cumshaw – A tip or gratuity

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

ZOKOR
1. A burrowing rodent that looks like

a mole rat
2. Calcium tungstate
3. A Turkish dish consisting of boiled

rice, mutton or fish and spices
4. A wedge

CULPON
1. A roof prop used in a coal mine
2. A heavy javelin used by the Roman

infantry
3. An arrow or arrowhead
4. A shred or splinter

TEFF
1. To make or look smart; to dress up
2. A mild, friendly slap on the back or

shoulder
3. A grain plant of Abyssinia from

which flour is made
4. Excessive grief; very sad

SARCOID
1. Like or consisting of flesh
2. Slow-moving; sluggish
3. Rust-colored
4. Scaly, as with fish

Memories From the Second Half of 2003

ditional song; my dad wants it to be
a rock and roll song he loved when he
was young; it is a song called “Take
Good Care of My Baby.” I have no
problem with this, and I want my dad
to choose whatever he wants. Once
again, mom tries to control the situ-
ation with dad. How would you re-
solve it?

Answer: Try to detach from your
mother’s controlling issues with dad,
and don’t let it affect you. If you are
in agreement with dad’s choice, go
for it; it’s between the two of you.

Actually, “Take Good Care of My
Baby” by Bobby Vee is a tender,
melodic song. It’s good to do what
you enjoy, even though it may be
different. Ask my daughter Brooke.
At her wedding, I chose to dance to
my favorite, “Smoke Gets in Your
Eyes,” a song of lost love. During the
dance, Brooke smiled and whispered,
“You’ve got to be kidding.” It was
great — Go for it!

A 17-Year-Old Writes: My older
brother is going away to college later
this year. We are very close, and he
confided in me that he is gay. He said
he felt better telling me, but he doesn’t
want my parents to know, because
they are very judgmental and would
condemn him. I feel he should share
this with them because if he doesn’t,
he’s living a lie. What do you think?

Answer: Since he (and maybe you)
feel your parents are judgmental,
they would be traumatized and this
would create an uncomfortable and
hostile situation. Please respect his
wishes.

Once he is away at school, in a
different environment, he can evalu-
ate what he wants to do regarding
this “secret.” He is entitled to his
feelings, and you should feel content
knowing he has included you in the
most intimate emotions regarding
himself.

Fagin Letter Speaks
Volumes Next to Letter
From Accident Victim
I have a number of reactions to Scott

Lynn Fagin’s letter entitled “Resident
Congratulates WF Bd. Of Adjustment,”
but will describe only two now.

First, four members of the Board of
Adjustment (a majority) voted to ap-
prove the temple’s parking lot applica-
tion, not deny it; however, by law five
votes were required for the variance to
be granted.

Second, it speaks volumes that Mr.
Fagin’s letter shared the Letters to the
Editor page with three letters — one by
a former accident victim — expressing
sadness and concern with the two recent
fatal pedestrian accidents in Westfield.

Steve Barcan
Westfield

North Ave. Residents
Say Street Cleanup
Has Been Forgotten

It is a snowy, cold December 6  and we
have not yet had one leaf pickup on our
streets. The snow now covers huge
mounds of leaves, making snow removal
hazardous and dangerous.

The snowplows throw these mounds
of leaves covered with snow and ice up
on our sidewalks and make it an impos-
sible job to remove and put back in the
street. To have leaves for Christmas is a
bit of a hardship!

Those of us that have the misfortune
to live on a county road (North Avenue,
East Broad Street, etc.) within the Town
of Westfield are neglected orphans by
both the county and the town.

The town should at least take some
interest in us and our welfare as full-time
taxpaying residents and, if they don’t
care to extend us services that we have
paid for, at least act as our advocate in
dealing with the county to acquire the
services that we are entitled to. Our
streets are a vital part of Westfield.

Please acknowledge us - the forgotten
ones who happen to live on a county
road.

North Avenue residents:
Salvatore & Rosalie Aiello; James

Aiello; Richard & Pia Caggiano;
Robert & Elaine Degnan; Tom
Hyslip; Robert & Sally Kenny;

Helen Livisey; Edward & Helen
Petz; Robert & Debbie Solan;
Richard & Judith Thompson;

Submitted by
Sally Kenny

Westfield

Letters to
the Editor

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 2pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm
E-mail To Reach Us

editor@goleader.com
For more information, see

www.goleader.com/help

It’s Transition Time as Towns Welcome
New Officials; Bid Adieu to Those Leaving

It was a year of clean sweeps for party politics in
our local elections this November. There were no
split results – either the complete Democrat or the
complete Republican slates prevailed.

The Democrats continued their 9-0 dominance of
the Union County Freeholder Board. Legislative
District 22, that includes Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, saw the Democrats sweep to continue in
power, headed by new State Senator Nick Scutari
of Linden, with assembly incumbents Jerry Green
of Plainfield and Linda Stender of Fanwood. Leg-
islative District 21, that includes Westfield, saw the
GOP sweep to continue in power, headed by State
Senator Thomas Kean, Jr. of Westfield, with As-
semblyman Eric Munoz of Summit and Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick of Westfield.

Congratulations to our newly-elected officials,
and thank you to our departing officials. It’s tran-
sition time in our towns, the county and legislative
districts 21 and 22.

These events will be pretty calm in Mountainside
and Scotch Plains. Scotch Plains did not have a
municipal election this year, and the Mountainside
GOP ran unopposed in reelecting Mayor Robert
Viglianti and affirming Robert Messler and Will-
iam Lane for borough council seats. Mayor Viglianti
is a noteworthy case in that he is one of the longest-
serving elected officials in Union County.

Fanwood will provide excitement this year, since
the voters turned away GOP incumbents Mayor
Louis Jung, Council President Joel Whitaker and
Councilman David Trumpp in favor of mayor-elect
Collen Mahr and council-elects Jack Molenaar and
Donna Dolce. With this complete flip-flop of power,
there will be a full realignment of appointments to
key positions in the borough.

Republican Mayor Gregory McDermott saw his
party’s control strengthen in municipal power in
Westfield. The GOP swept all four council seats up
for election. The voters turned two Democrat in-
cumbents back – Susan Jacobson and David Haas.
Three first-time GOP candidates jumped into of-
fice – Jo Ann Neylan, Mark Ciarrocca and Jim
Foerst — along with GOP incumbent Peter
Echausse, who was reelected.

The significant happening in government at this

time is the many new appointments. Characteristic
of when a new mayor comes into office, such as in
Fanwood, there are many changes. New mayors
bring in their own teams, that include attorneys for
various positions. These paid legal positions al-
ways seem to be political plums. Yet, it’s under-
standable that new mayors need to have attorneys
whom they know and whom they can confide in,
while deciding sensitive issues throughout the
year.

There are dozens of volunteer appointments be-
ing made now, too. In the long run, these volunteers
may be most important to the smooth running of
government. The list of new and familiar faces will
be extensive in the municipal governments of our
area. But, these people are well known as your
neighbors.

We will introduce these officials and appointees
to you over the next several weeks.

In the meantime, we thank all the departing
individuals who have distinguished themselves
through their service to the towns. This is the way
the two party system works — “to the victor goes
the spoils.” But, the truth of the matter is, everyone
wants to do a good job. The mayors and councils
want to deliver on their campaign promises.

It’s no different now than what occurred in Scotch
Plains just a few years ago. Scotch Plains did its
political flip-flop — from Republican to Democrat
to Republican. The appointments changed then,
too.

Things will settle down, but there will be a lot of
political excitement in the meantime. Since the
terms of office have been extended to four years for
many, we can’t say as in the past – “There’s always
an election next year to keep things interesting.”

The real objective is to have good government —
and this is reflected in all of our towns. Thank you
to those who have served in the past. Good luck to
those who are new. Please keep in mind that
although your party, whichever it is, swept the
election – in the towns, the county or the legislative
districts – the winning vote tallies are only a small
percentage of the population that you pledge to
serve. Please represent all the people ahead of the
interests of your winning party.

Businessman Says It’s Time For Sun
To Set on Downtown Westfield Corp.’
About 10 days ago, you published a

story about the Downtown Westfield
Corporation together with an ad re-
porting the town council’s approval
of a $20,000 – twenty thousand dollar
– contract with a Canadian company
to “upgrade the corporation website.”

Since that time, I have secured a
copy of the proposed 2004 budget for
the corporation. The proposed budget
sheet only shows what the corpora-
tion proposes to spend — $377,910.
There was no income schedule for
2004 but the 2003 “revenue” schedule
showed one income item which has
the “Amount to be raised by Special
Improvement District Assessment.”
Translated, that means an extra tax
assessment against many, but not all,
buildings in the central section of
Westfield.

The Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion may have been a good idea when

it was authorized by the town council
about seven years ago, but it has grown
to be an expensive bureaucracy. The
Westfield Chamber of Commerce is a
parallel organization that is perfectly
capable of performing the actual work
necessary in publicizing the town.

The material issuing from the Down-
town Westfield Corporation sounds as
if the organization is paying for the
downtown “improvements” (e.g. the
bricks at Broad and Elm Streets), but
the corporation only suggests the in-
stallation and the bill was paid from tax
monies, as are most of the rest of the
projects suggested by the corporation.

Looking at the proposed budget,
items that need scrutiny or deletion
include: (1) Personnel costs – These
are scattered but if you add manager
salary of $62,920, office personnel of
$43,500, employee benefits of $2,000,
payroll taxes of $10,000, employee
health benefits of $19,500 and workers
compensation of $600, the total comes
to more than $138,500. (2) Grant writ-
ing costs of $2,500 – Isn’t that part of
the office personnel job? Why $2,500
for the “improved plan?” What are
Streetscapes Landscape for $5,000?
Who gets the $11,000 business en-
hancement? (3) There are some expla-
nations – For example, the $10,000
item marked “Professional Confer-
ences” says “Plan – GAMSA award
trip for board members, May, 2004.”
(4) Back to the website – In addition to
the $20,000 that the corporation has
convinced the town council to pay the
Canadian company, there is an item
which does explain the $11,000 Busi-
ness Enhancement mentioned above;
“B. Breaner website services are paid
through payroll, and journal entries
are made to this account.”

It is time for the sun to set on the
Downtown Westfield Corporation. It
operates at the pleasure of the town
council, which can terminate it at any
time. It has accomplished its purpose
and the present and proposed func-
tions, which might help the business
community, can be handled well by
an active Chamber of Commerce. If
the Downtown Westfield Corporation
is allowed to continue, a sharp pencil
should be taken to its budget and there
should be a line showing the balance
on hand December 31, 2003 as money
on hand to pay 2004 expenses. The
latter accounting procedure is required
of the town and the board of educa-
tion.

William Peek
Westfield

Surrogate LaCorte
To Schedule Speaking
Engagements For 2004
COUNTY — Union County Sur-

rogate James S. LaCorte is available
to speak with community groups and
civic organizations about the impor-
tance of wills and estate planning.
Surrogate LaCorte frequently meets
with these organizations and others
as part of an initiative to better edu-
cate the public about these important
issues and related topics.

As the County Surrogate, Mr.
LaCorte is responsible for probating
wills and appointing executors, ad-
ministrators, guardians and trustees
of decedents’ estates, among other
constitutionally mandated duties.
Before being elected in 1999, Surro-
gate LaCorte was an attorney in pri-
vate practice.

“Educating the public about these
important issues and listening to their
concerns is a significant part of my
job as Union County Surrogate,” he
said. “The importance of having a
proper last will and testament cannot
be overstated.”

To contact the Surrogate’s office,
please call (908) 527-4280.

Community
Announcement
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“We Know How The Meat
Is Processed From Start To Finish

NO PROBLEMS”
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• Criminal Defense - Federal & State
• Complex Civil Litigation
• DWI & Municipal Court
• Domestic Relations / Custody

ROBERT G. STAHL, Esq.
Former Federal Prosecutor

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel: (908) 301-9001       Fax: (908) 301-9008

STAHLESQ@BELLATLANTIC.NET

Night & Weekend
Airtime Minutes
on the America’s ChoiceSM network

1000anytime mobile
to mobile minutes

to call any of our 30 million customers nationwide
on our national mobile to mobile network

400anytime
minutes

EVERY MONTH FOR LIFE
All when you sign a new 1 or 2 year Customer Agreement
and remain on the America’s Choice plan.

Plus

Unlimited nationwide long distance
No roaming charges coast-to-coast

now just

39
monthly access

15 East Broad St. Westfield, NJU
C

All when on the America’s Choice Network

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATIONS
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 9:30 am to 6:30 pm • Thursday: 9:30 am to 8:00 pm

Friday:  9:30 am to 6:00 pm • Saturday:  10:00 am to 6:00 pm
Sunday: 11:00 am to 4:00 pm

99$

nlimited

Network not available in all areas.  Calls placed while off the America’s Choice network $.69/min.  Mobile to mobile not available throughout the
America’s Choice network.  Requires CDMA tri-mode phone with updated software.

Unlimited

ommunications 908.654.6440

wireless
Authorized Retailer

A
• Life Insurance
• Disability Insurance
• Long Term Care
• Employee Benefits

888.541.2200

Art
Ammermuller
“Helping People”

benefitsnj.com

SENATE SERVICE...Allison Feldman recently served as an intern to Senator
Frank Lautenberg in Washington, D.C. A 1999 graduate of Westfield High
School, she is a Senior at Florida State University, where she is on the Dean’s List
in the College of Business.

Prevention Links Taps Bitritto
For Trustees President Post

CLARK — Dr. Michel Bitritto of
Summit was sworn in as President of
the Board of Trustees of Prevention
Links, the non-profit substance abuse
prevention education agency that
services all of Union County.

Dr. Bitritto is a community leader,
elected municipal official and a New
Jersey chemical industry executive.
In 2001, she ran for public office on
Summit’s city council. She was
elected to the New Jersey State Demo-
cratic Committee in 2003.

In addition to serving as President
of the Board of Trustees of Preven-
tion Links, Dr. Bitritto also is on the
boards of Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital, the Cultural and Heritage Pro-
gram Advisory of Union County and
the Stanford Executive Women’s
Leadership Forum. She has been the
Vice Chair of Summit’s Municipal
Alliance and served on the TWIN
Management Forum.

Dr. Bitritto received the Star Award
from the Women’s Resource Center
for community service and is an hon-
oree of the Plainfield YMCA Twin
Program for contributions to indus-
try and women. She is Director of
Marketing Communications at
Celanese Corporation in Summit.

She holds a doctoral degree. in
chemistry from the University of Con-
necticut, Master of Science degree in
Chemistry from the New York Poly-
technic Institute, and a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Chemistry and Math-
ematics from Douglass College.

Also elected to serve as officers on
the board of trustees were Geri
Samuels of Scotch Plains, Fred
Chemidlin, Jr., Westfield and Susan
Dimetros Ucci of Elizabeth. Other
members of the Prevention Links
Board include Ron Allen, Howard
Becker, Ray Jajko, Susan McCrea,
Dot Teller and Larry Williams.

Prevention Links is an affiliate of
the New Jersey Prevention Network
(NJPN) and is one of 19 independent
community based nonprofit organi-
zations serving all 21 counties in
New Jersey. The network is dedi-
cated to prevention and early inter-
vention for alcoholism, tobacco, drug
abuse and other related problems.
Prevention Links, located in Clark,
provides all of Union County law
enforcement, schools, communities/
civic organizations, municipal alli-
ances, faith communities, legisla-
tors, and the general public with
educational programs, speakers, vid-
eos, and free reference materials re-
lated to substance use issues. Last
year, more than 23,000 people in
Union County were serviced by the
agency and over 118,000 educational
materials were distributed.

For more information about the
agency or for volunteer opportuni-
ties, please call (732) 381-4100 or
visit www.preventionlinks.org.

School Board Candidacy
Information Now Available

SCOTCH PLAINS – The deadline
for filing nominating petitions to run
for positions on the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education is
Monday, March 1 at 4 p.m., Business
Administrator Anthony DelSordi
announced. The election is sched-
uled for Tuesday, April 20.

Prospective school board candi-
dates can obtain a “School Board
Candidate Kit” at the local school
district office. Published by the New
Jersey School Boards Association
(NJSBA), the kit includes informa-
tion about legal qualifications for
school board candidacy, campaign
procedures and the role of the school
board member.

Information about the New Jersey
School Ethics Act, important dates
in the school election process, and

briefing sessions for school board
candidates are also included in the
kit.

“School board membership is a
meaningful way to make a contribu-
tion to your community and its
schools,” said Glenn B. Ewan,
NJSBA President. “I urge all quali-
fied citizens to consider board of
education membership. Serving on
your local school board doesn’t re-
quire a degree in education. The
most important attribute a candidate
can bring to office is a sincere inter-
est in the community, its children
and their education.”

For more information, please e-
mail Marilyn Masucci at
Marmnmasucci@spfk12.org.

Subscribe or Renew Online!
www.goleader.com/subscribe
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Plan Your Holiday
Celebration With Us!

Plan Your Holiday
Celebration With Us!

Plan Your Holiday
Celebration With Us!

Located on the corner of the Cranford Train Station Plaza

24 North Avenue East, Cranford

908-276-3664908-276-3664

Visit us on the web: www.cervantesofspain.com

brings you the best of Spain . . . in New Jerseybrings you the best of Spain . . . in New Jersey

 Monday thru Thursday:  12 to 10 pm     Friday: 12 to 11 pm
Saturday: 4:30 to 11 pm     Sunday: 12 to 9 pm

RESTAURANT & TAPAS BARRESTAURANT & TAPAS BAR

GRAND OPENINGCelebration!Celebration!

James Foerst Announces
End to S. Side Train Whistle
WESTFIELD – Since 1994, the

residents of Westfield have been
awaiting rules, which would bring an
end to the whistle noise created by
the freight trains, which traverse
Westfield’s border with Clark. Now,
after nearly 10 years, the answers
and solutions are finally available.

Following a press conference held
by Congressman Michael Ferguson,
James Foerst, Town Councilman
Elect for Westfield’s Fourth Ward,
thanked the Congressman for his ef-
forts to help the people of Westfield
and the surrounding communities.

“With the Congressman’s help, we
as residents of the southside, will
soon be free of the train whistle,”
stated Mr. Foerst. “Congressman
Ferguson came to meet with the resi-
dents in September and promised
then that he would have answers by
the end of the year...it is this type of
responsiveness which makes Con-
gressman Ferguson such a great rep-
resentative of the people of
Westfield.”

The regulations arise from an act
of Congress which allowed for mu-

nicipalities to install “supplemental
safety measures” at qualifying grade
crossings allowing for “quiet zones”
where the whistle would not have to
be blown. The safety measure cho-
sen by Westfield is a “four quadrant
system” which prevents motorists
from traversing the tracks by going
around the familiar stripped gates.

Mr. Foerst who will take office in
January said the new regulation gives
the town the tools, which are needed
to bring peace and quiet to Westfield’s
southside.

“It is now the Town Council’s
responsibility to do our part and
fund the improvements needed to
give the affected residents the relief
they deserve,” commented Mr.
Foerst.

“It is my goal to have the neces-
sary improvements completed by
the time the rule takes effect. The
people of the southside have waited
long enough. They shouldn’t be
asked to wait any longer,” noted Mr.
Foerst.

The new rules will take effect De-
cember 18, 2004.

Westfield Library Plans
‘Snakes & Scales’ Visit

Reorganization Meeting
Scheduled in Fanwood
FANWOOD — The public is

invited to join the Mayor-elect
Collen Mahr and Councilmembers-
elect Jack Molenaar and Donna
Dolce at the swearing-in and reor-
ganization meeting on Sunday,
January 4 at 12 noon.

They will be sworn in at the
Fanwood Borough Hall, and then
they will host a reception at the
Fanwood Memorial Library im-
mediately following the swearing
in, - estimated to be about 1 p.m.

For more information, please
visit the community calendar at
http://VisitFanwood.com.

A SLICE OF LOCAL HISTORY…Dr. Lawrence Hogan, a Professor of History
at Union County College, center, was the guest speaker at a recent meeting of the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club. Dr. Hogan spoke on the history of the
Shady Rest Country Club in Scotch Plains, the first golf club in the country
owned and operated by and for Black Americans. The facility is now known as
the Scotch Hills Country Club. Pictured presenting Dr. Hogan with a set of
Rotarian golf balls are John Perrotta, right, and Dwight Leeper, Rotary Club
President-elect. The club meets every Wednesday at 12:15 p.m. at Pantagis
Renaissance in Scotch Plains. For more information, please call Dr. Dick
Dobyns, Membership Chairman, at (908) 322-5986 or visit www.spfrotary.org.

Annual SP-F School Bd.
Roundtable Set Jan. 15

SCOTCH PLAINS — Area resi-
dents are invited to attend the annual
roundtable discussion between the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Parent-Teacher Association
(PTA) Council.

Less formal than a traditional
Board of Education meeting, this
forum offers a valuable opportunity
to learn more about current topics of
interest in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
public school district.

The roundtable discussion will be
held on Thursday, January 15, at 8
p.m. at the Board of Education of-
fices. The offices are located at Ever-
green and Cedar Streets in Scotch
Plains.

For more information, please con-
tact PTA Council Vice President Gale
Miller at (908) 889-7934.

Sierra Club Singles Club
Announces January Events

AREA — The Sierra Club New
Jersey Singles Section will hold its
monthly meeting on Monday, Janu-
ary 12 at 7 p.m.  at the Morris County
Library, 30 East Hanover Avenue, in
Whippany. Pizza is optional at 6:30
p.m. followed by the guest speaker at
7 p.m.

Lynda Smith, director of the Bear
Education and Resource Group
(BEAR), will give a slide presenta-
tion on “Living Peacefully with Black
Bears in New Jersey.” Reservations,
which are required if the pizza meal
is chosen, must be made by noon on
Sunday, January 11, by calling (973)
364-7573, extension no. 3, or by e-
mail at joyce00201@yahoo.com.

For more information, please visit
www. singles.njsierra.org, which pro-
vides a full listing of upcoming
events.

On Tuesday, January 20, the club
will hold its monthly social dinner,
the third Tuesday of each month, at 7
p.m. in a Montclair. The details will
be announced in two weeks. Reser-

vations, which are required, can be
made by emailing
jkhaddad@juno.com or by calling
(973) 364-7573 option no. 4.

On Saturday, January 24, the club
will hold “Singles’ Dinner & A Movie”
at 6 p.m. at The Plaza Grille, Speed-
well Avenue, Headquarters Plaza in
Morristown. The approximate cost is
$26 for a full buffet dinner and a
movie ticket that is valid for one year
at all Clearview Cinemas. To make
reservations, please e-mail
MistyAngel2003@yahoo.com or call
(973) 364- 7573, extension no. 8.
Please include first and last name in e-
mail and include the subject “Sierra
Dinner and a Movie”.

On Friday, January 30, the club
will hold a movie screening of
Diabolique. The event starts 7:45
p.m. at the Verona Park Boathouse,
in Verona Park, corner of Bloomfield
and Lakeside Avenues, Verona. For
directions or more information,
please call (973) 364-7573, exten-
sion no. 1 or e-mail abc77@msn.com.

Westfield Westfield Westfield Westfield Westfield Recreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation Events
Bowling League: Children

Leagues are held Mondays at 4
p.m. for ages 5 to 12 and Wednes-
days at 9:30 a.m. or 12:30 p.m. for
the Bumper Program available to
Kindergarten, Pre-Kindergarten.
The 12-week winter session starts
January 12. A New Teen Bowling
Club is available for ages 13 to 15
on Wednesdays at 4 p.m. The pro-
gram starts on January 7.  The
bowling fee is $6 per week.

Karate: Students will develop
coordination, flexibility, balance,
and self-confidence. The program
is held on Wednesdays, January 7
to February 25, from 4:30 to 5:30
p.m. for ages 5 to 9. The fee is $35.

Yoga: Release tension, eliminate
stress, and just relax on Mondays,
February 2 to April 12 (excluding
February 16) from 7 to 8 p.m. in the
Community Room. Fee: $69

Teen Center: The Teen Center
will be open on select Friday eve-
nings during the school year from 7
to 11 p.m. for all high school stu-
dents in the Municipal Building.

The “Night Place”:  This pro-
gram is offered to all resident in-
termediate school youths. Held at
Edison Intermediate School from
7:30 to 9:30 p.m., activities in-
clude a disc jockey, food, games,
movies and dancing.  The cost is
$2 in advance and $3 at the door.
The dates left for the coming
school year are as follows: Janu-

ary 23, February 20,
March 19, and

May 7.
Bill Cosby at

NJPAC: Witness comic genius, Bill
Cosby and his insight on family
dynamics and relationships. Held
on Saturday, March 6, at 2 p.m.
The bus will depart at 12:30 p.m.
Cost: $50.

Madame Tussauds Wax Mu-
seum in New York City: The trip
includes a tour of wax museum and
lunch at the Iberia Tavern Restau-
rant. Slated for Monday, March 15,
the bus will depart at 9 a.m. Cost:
$69.

Sesame Street Live: Come see
Elmo, the Count, Cookie Monster,
Big Bird, Bert and Ernie and their
friends on stage Monday, April 12.
Bus departs at 9:30 a.m. Cost: $20.

Woodloch Pines: Enjoy acres of
strolling hills in this Pocono resort
along with a family style dinner,
and an entertaining variety show
on Wednesday, May 26. This is a
day trip. Cost: $59.

Guys & Dolls: This popular pro-
duction is set for Friday, July 16.
Bus departs 6:30 p.m. Cost: $55.

Winter Consignment Ski Lift
Tickets: Discount lift tickets are
available for Camelback,
Shawnee Mountain, Jack Frost/
Big Boulder, Mountain Creek, and
Montage Mountain. Call for de-
tails.

Please register for the above pro-
grams in person at the Westfield Rec-
reation Department, 425 East Broad
Street in Westfield, call (908)
789-4080 and visit
www. westfieldnj.net/
townhall/recreation.

Classifieds
Buy & Sell on the ‘Net

goleader.com/classifieds

WESTFIELD — Live animals
from the rainforest, including a
large snake, will be special guests
at the Westfield Memorial Library
on Saturday, January 24, at 10:30
a.m. This special event, entitled
Snakes & Scales, is geared for
children ages 5 to 10 years old.

In-person registration is re-
quired and begins Saturday, Janu-
ary 10, at the Children’s Desk on
the first floor of the library. Par-
ents may only attend if space per-
mits.

Children must be Westfield Li-
brary cardholders and be the ap-
propriate age for the program.
This event is made possible by the
generosity of the Friends of the
Library.

For more information, please
call (908) 789-4090 or visit
www.wmlnj.org.
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AARP to Meet on Monday
At Presbyterian Church

DAR Welcomes New Members,
Lauds Mrs. Green For Service

Amanda Chan to Guide Kids
At Center on ‘Global Journey’

Miss Catia Coelho and John Salerno

Miss Catia Coelho
To Marry John Salerno

Miss Catia Machado Coelho,
originally from Hudson, Mass.,
and John Charles Salerno of
Westfield have announced their
engagement.

The bride-to-be is the daughter
of Diamantino Coelho of Hudson,
Mass. and the late Mrs. Manuela
Coelho. A graduate of Hudson
Catholic High School, Miss Coelho
obtained a Bachelor of Arts degree
from St. Michael’s College in Ver-

mont. She is employed by UBS
Financial Services in Secaucus.

The future bridegroom is the son
of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Salerno of
Edison, formerly of Westfield. He is
a graduate of Westfield High School,
later attended Rutgers University
and then entered the United States
Marine Corps in 1992. He is now the
owner of JC Salerno Construction
of Westfield.

An April 2005 wedding is planned.

WESTFIELD — The Crane’s Ford
Chapter of the National Society
Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion (DAR) in Cranford recently wel-
comed three new members, includ-
ing Karen Faulks of Westfield, Judy
Swan of Cranford and Carole Th-
ompson of Cape May Courthouse,
formerly of Westfield.

To achieve membership, each
woman documented her ancestry to
a Revolutionary War participant, as
required by the DAR.

Additionally, Jane Green of
Mountainside, formerly of Westfield,
was among six chapter members rec-
ognized this year for service longev-
ity, having reached 40 years with the
organization.

Bonnie Turner of Mountainside,
Program Chairwoman for the Crane’s
Ford DAR, recently arranged several
programs for the group.

One was a presentation at a fall
meeting from Elizabeth and Carolyn
Youngs of Cranford on tips for “Be-
ginners’ Genealogical Research.”

There was also a November tribute
to American “Veterans Through the
Ages,” featuring letters sent home
from the battlefield, and a joint holi-
day meeting with the Francis
Hopkinson-Monmouth Court House
chapter at the Cranbury Historical
Society Museum on December 13.

WESTFIELD — Beginning Janu-
ary 5, Amanda Chan will help chil-
dren of the Westfield Community
Center, located at 558 West Broad
Street, learn about the world through
a special afterschool program on
Monday afternoons.

A 12-year-old aspiring artist,
Amanda is spearheading a 13-week
voluntary “global village”
storytelling project as a community
service volunteer project.

Each Monday, she will read a
children’s story from a different part
of the world. Amanda will supple-
ment her presentation with map
graphics to help the youngsters ap-
preciate the different places in the
world from which these stories come.

To round out the project, she is
also heading up a modest book drive
of storytelling books, like those she
will be using, for the after school
program.

Amanda developed the project as
part of her preparation for her Bat
Mitzvah.

“In pursuit of peace, Martin Luther
King, Jr. always referred to the world
as a global village. Amanda, only 12
years old, is giving us a valuable and

enriching way to teach that sensibil-
ity to our children,” said center child
care coordinator Zayid Muhammad.
“It is so on time and so welcome.”

The after school program serves
elementary age children from ages
five through 12. For more informa-
tion, please call Mr. Muhammad at
(908) 232-4759 after 1 p.m.

WESTFIELD – Westfield Area
Chapter No. 4137 of the American
Association of Retired Persons will
hold its next general meeting on
Monday, January 5.

This will be the first meeting in the
newly-renovated Presbyterian Church
in Westfield, located at the corner of
East Broad Street and Mountain Av-
enue.

The social period with refresh-
ments will begin at 1 p.m. A brief
business meeting will follow at 1:30
p.m. Afterward, guest speaker Dr.
David J. Medford of Morristown, an
eye specialist and surgeon, will dis-
cuss “The Latest Advances in Eye
Care.” Guests and prospective mem-
bers are invited to attend.

Members are asked to bring dona-
tions of canned and boxed grocery
items for those in need during the
holiday season.

Reservations will be taken for a day
trip to Hunterdon Hills Playhouse on
Wednesday, February 18. The $54.50
cost includes a luncheon with a choice
of five entrees, the bus ride, all gratu-
ities and premium seats for the com-
edy show “The Rainmaker.”

The bus will leave at 10 a.m. from
the far side of the parking lot of
Lord & Taylor on North Avenue.
For more information, please call
(908) 232-1362.

A three-day, two-night trip is
planned for April 28 to 30 for “Tea in
the Tulip Garden” in Cape May. The
cost is $305 for double and triple
occupancy, and $370 for single ac-
commodations.

There will be a seven-day, six-
night trip to Georgia and its exotic
off-shore islands of San Simeon and
Jekyll Island from May 16 to 22. The
cost will be $463 for double and
triple occupancies and $613 for single
accommodations.

A Canadian trip is planned for
June 14 to 18 for five days and four
nights. Among the highlights will be
Niagara Falls, the Seneca Nation
Casino, Imax Movie, Casa Loma
and an all-day tour of Toronto. The
rates will be $450 for double and
triple accommodations, and $549 for
singles.

For more information or to make
reservations, please call Marie
Stauder at (908) 889-6769.

SCOUTING EXPEDITION…Washington Elementary School’s Boy Scout Pack
No. 270, Den 6 recently went “scouting for food” to help the needy. Pictured, left
to right, are: Daniel Luzzi, Rowan Oberman, Eric Oberman and Asher Stabler,
all of whom attend Washington School in Westfield. Rowan is in kindergarten;
the other boys are in third grade.

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ  07902–0308
908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

K E N @ • P L A C E • S C H O O L

You're invited to experience a 

school where every girl is recognized
and valued – and encouraged to excel.

Primary School | Thursday, January 8,  2004, 9-11:00 a.m.
Information Session

Middle & Upper School | Thursday, January 15, 2004, 9-11:00 a.m.
Information Session

By reservation | R.S.V.P. to the Admission Office 
at 908-273-0900, ext. 254 or
email: admission@kentplace.org

Kent Place is an independent, nonsectarian, college-preparatory day school. 

Co-ed nursery/ prekindergarten •  All girls K-12 
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NEW EXPANDED STUDIO

HATHA, ASHTANGA, KUNDALINI, RAJA, MEDITATION
Monday Jan. 5, from 1:00 to 5:00 pm
Thursday Jan. 8, from 1:00 to 5:00 pm

Saturday Jan. 10,  from 1:00 to 4:00 pm
Monday Jan. 12,  from 4:00 to 6:30 pm

Call for a brochure or visit www.nicolesyogacenter.com

NICOLE’S YOGA CENTER, LLC
94 NORTH AVE. GARWOOD  •  (908) 789-6426

SPECIAL CLASSES FOR SENIORS & CHILDREN 6 TO 10

OPEN HOUSE DAYS:

NEW PROGRAM
STARTS JAN 12

YOGA

24 CLASSES

PER WEEK

SINCE 1988

FREE
Introductory

Class

Saturday, January 3 @ 12:10 pm
Wednesday, January 7 @ 8:30 pm

or by appointment
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Counsellor at Law
Accredited Divorce Mediator

Estate Planning

Family Law

General Practice

•
•

•
�����������������

201 South Avenue East
Westfield, NJ

654-8885

Nature Photographer Slated
To Speak to Woman’s Club

WESTFIELD – Photographer
George Aronson will present a slide
lecture program to the members of
the Woman’s Club of Westfield on
Monday, January 12, at the First
Congregational Church of Westfield,
located at 125 Elmer Street.

The Woman’s Club business meet-
ing will be at 12:30 p.m., with the
lecture to follow at 1 p.m.

The topic of Mr. Aronson’s pro-
gram is entitled “Sterling Forest: Bi-
State Oasis.” This forest lies astride
the northern border of New Jersey’s
Passaic County and southern Orange
County in New York State. Accord-
ing to Mr. Aronson, it is a source of
drinking water for nearly a quarter of
New Jersey’s residents and has been
threatened by proposed massive de-
velopment. This program illus-
trates the abundant natural beauty of
the area and its vital significance.

Mr. Aronson is a Morristown-based
photographer who specializes in na-
ture and scenic photography. His work
has been featured in publications and
presentations for the New Jersey
Audubon Society, New Jersey Con-
servation Foundation, Pinelands Pres-
ervation Alliance, Hackensack Mead-
owlands Development Commission
and the New Jersey Governor’s
Skylands Greenway Task Force. He
has worked extensively with the U.S.
Forest Service, New York–New Jer-
sey Highlands Regional Study, Re-
gional Plan Association, and N.Y.-
N.J. Trail Conference. His work has
been featured in the “Town Planner”
calendar for the past eight years.

The public is invited to attend this
lecture and the reception that fol-
lows, hosted by the members of the
Executive Board. For further infor-
mation, please call (908) 654-3946.

Duggans Welcome
Daughter, Clara

Brian and Lillian Duggan of
Westfield have announced the birth
of their daughter, Clara Yates Duggan,
on Tuesday, June 17, at 5:23 p.m. at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

Clara weighed 9 pounds and 11½
ounces and measured 21 inches in
length at birth.

She joins her brother, Frank, age 3.
Clara’s maternal grandmother is

Lillian Yates of Indianapolis, Ind.
Her paternal grandmother is Marie

Duggan of Westfield.

Westfield ‘Y’ to Present Class
In Life Guarding This Winter
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

“Y,” located at 220 Clark Street, will
offer a life guarding class this winter.

Successful completion of this class
will certify participants in YMCA
Lifeguard, CPR (Cardiopulmonary
Resuscitation) for the Professional
Rescuer, AED (Automated External
Defibrillator) use, Oxygen Adminis-
tration and First Aid.

Classes will begin on Monday, Janu-
ary 5, end on Sunday, February 8, and
meet on evenings and weekends.

Individuals must be able to attend
all classes (unless they already have a
current certification in CPR/AED,
First Aid or Oxygen) and successfully
complete a written and water exam in
order to receive certification.

Lifeguard class participants must
be at least 16 years old on the day the
course begins; have the endurance
level to swim 500 yards, and have the
skill level to perform the following
strokes: front crawl, elementary back
stroke, breaststroke and sidestroke.

They must also be able to surface
dive to a depth of 12 feet.

For more information or to regis-
ter, please call the Westfield “Y” at
(908) 233-2700.

CULTURAL EXCHANGE…Susan Pastir of Scotch Plains recently returned
from Kenya, where she participated in an Earthwatch research expedition. The
team investigated the effects of fertilizer runoff and the introduction of non-
native species on the ecology of Lake Naivasha in the Rift Valley. A second grade
teacher in Franklin Township, Ms. Pastir was one of four New Jersey teachers
to be awarded a Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation grant to work with Earthwatch
in Africa. The grants are presented to teachers who will return and share their
scientific and cultural experiences with their students and colleagues. Ms. Pastir
is pictured discussing tribal life with Masai women and children.

WACC to Sponsor
Business Workshop
WESTFIELD – On Wednesday,

January 28, from 6 to 8 p.m. Legg
Mason, located at 140 Central Av-
enue, will host speaker John Newkirk
from American Adgroup sponsored
by the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce.

Attendees will develop insight into
branding – beyond logos – and dis-
cover how building a brand strength-
ens one’s marketing position.

Mr. Newkirk has almost 30 years
experience in advertising, graphic
design and printing.  Throughout his
career, he has successfully introduced
hundreds of new companies, prod-
ucts and services to the marketplace
for small and mid-sized businesses
such as TeleSolutions (Union) and
Handex Corporation (Morganville),
as well as large companies such as
Bristol Myers, PSE&G, Lockheed
and Worthington Corporation.

Admission to the workshop is $20
for Chamber members, $30 for non-
members.

Individuals may sign up for three
workshops now and get a 20 percent
discount on admission fees.

All funds go to the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce Scholarship
for a graduating Westfield High
School student. To reserve a spot,
please contact the Chamber office at
(908) 233-3021.

JOIN THE SQUAD!!

Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad seeks volunteers
to train as EMTs and Dispatchers.

Call the recruiting committee at
(908) 233-2500 or

Stop by to pick up an application
335 Watterson St. • Westfield, NJ

Read More Online: www.westfield.emsnetnj.net

EMTs: Weekday (9am–1pm & 1–5pm) slots perfect for parents of school age children

Dispatchers: 2 hrs/wk (daytime) and some weekend time required

Childcare reimbursement is available!

Dr. Diorio Due at ‘Y’
For Spinal Screenings
WESTFIELD — Dr. Joseph Diorio

will be at the Westfield “Y” on Mon-
day, January 5, from 6 to 8 p.m. for a
Complimentary Spinal Screening.
The Y is located at 220 Clark Street.

He will utilize the latest technol-
ogy to evaluate the health of each
participant’s spine and detect any
potential injury risks. Screenings will
last approximately five minutes. No
appointments are necessary.

Dr. Diorio is located at 235 Elmer
Street in Westfield. For more infor-
mation, please call the Westfield “Y”
at (908) 233-2700, extension no. 251.

Support Group to Meet
Monday at St. Helen’s
WESTFIELD – A support group

for individuals caring for elderly or
chronically ill loved ones will meet
on January 5 at 8 p.m. in the Parish
Center of St. Helen’s Roman Catho-
lic Church on Lamberts Mill Road in
Westfield.

Meetings are held on the first non-
holiday Monday of every month.
These are information and sharing
sessions. For more information,
please call Marilyn Ryan at (908)
232-1867.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Chanukah Traditions Have History
Which Give the Holiday Its Identity
By RABBI GEORGE NUDELL

Just What Is Chanukah? True or
False: Chanukah is the Jewish way of
celebrating Christmas. Chanukah is
the Jewish day of gift giving.
Chanukah is celebrated for eight days
so Jewish children won’t feel bad
about not celebrating Christmas.

All three are false. So what is
Chanukah, and what does it cel-
ebrate?

The story of Chanukah happened a
century and a half before the birth of
Jesus, around the year 165 BCE. It
recalls a time in Jewish history when
Jewish culture was at risk. Alexander
the Great had spread Hellenistic cul-
ture from Greece to Persia, and the
Jews of the second century BCE
were rapidly losing touch with Torah
law and other ancient religious tradi-
tions.

But many Jews stayed faithful to
Jewish tradition and resisted the as-
similation to Hellenism. They re-
belled against the assimilated Temple
priests and civic leaders in Jerusalem
and tried to install a new, Torah-
faithful leadership. This provoked a
response from Antiochus IV, the
Hellenist King of Syria, who sent
troops to quell the rebellion.

Led by the Maccabees, the tradi-
tionalists resisted the forces of
Antiochus. After a few years of battle,
a cease-fire was declared, leaving the
Maccabees in control of the Temple
and Jerusalem. The Temple was re-
dedicated and purified, and the
Menorah (Golden Candelabrum) was
re-lit with pure olive oil. Chanukah,
which is the Hebrew word for “dedi-
cation,” celebrates this victory.

Chanukah is celebrated with candle
lighting to recall the rededication of
the Temple and the lighting of the
Menorah. The Talmud speaks of a
miracle, telling us that a day’s worth
of olive oil burned for eight full days.
This, and the Maccabees victory,
were seen as the hand of God coming
to the aid of the Jewish people.

So why do Christmas and
Chanukah seem to have so much in
common these days? Neighboring
cultures often borrow customs, food

and other cultural rituals from each
other. Over time, each puts its own
religious or ethnic “spin” on the cus-
tom.

Gift giving on Chanukah is clearly
borrowed from Christmas. But when
we think about the meaning behind
the Christmas story, we have to real-
ize that gift giving is not inherently
part of the Christmas holiday, either!

It is no accident that both holidays
fall near the winter solstice, and that
holiday observers celebrate these
days by lighting candles. Many an-
cient and pagan peoples had rituals
to mark the solstice, when the North-
ern Hemisphere experiences its short-
est and darkest day of the year. They
lit candles to chase away the dark-
ness and to encourage the sunlight to
increase.

The Jewish religion often devel-
oped rituals that paralleled well-es-
tablished pagan rites. Jewish tradi-
tion made these popular folk cus-
toms “kosher” by connecting them
to historic events in which they be-
lieved God had intervened.

Does this mean we should stop
giving gifts on Chanukah and Christ-
mas? There’s nothing wrong about
gift giving on the holidays, as long as
we stay aware of the true and distinct
meanings behind Chanukah and
Christmas. We should be proud of
our religious traditions and remem-
ber the lessons they impart to us.

And, while we are giving gifts to
our friends and family, let’s remem-
ber to include gifts to the less fortu-
nate among us, so they can share in
the joy of the holiday season, too.
Then our gift giving will become
something truly meaningful and holy.

*  *  *  *  *
Rabbi Nudell is the spiritual leader

of Congregation Beth Israel, located
at 1920 Cliffwood Street/Shalom Way
in Scotch Plains.

– Obituaries –

Wally Ruckert

DEATH NOTICE
Wallace Ruckert, Sr., 95, Family Man;

Benefactor and Philanthropist;
On December 21, 2003, the Cape

Cod community lost one of its finest
citizens when George Wallace
(Wally) Ruckert, Sr. died of natural
causes at the age of 95. He outlived
almost all of his contemporaries,
his beloved wife and, sadly, his el-
dest child, Wally Ruckert, Jr.

Living life to the fullest and fol-
lowing his beliefs in
serving his commu-
nity, Wally Ruckert’s
life could be used in
textbooks to our
youth as to how to
live life. While the
examination of no
one accomplishment
stands out as heroic,
summarizing his life
as a whole is nothing
short of inspiring.

Born in 1908 in
W o o d h a v e n ,
Queens, N.Y., he was
raised in the Greater
New York area. A graduate of
Westfield High School in New Jer-
sey, and of Princeton University in
1930, he earned an MBA from New
York University years later. He met
and married Elizabeth Johns, and
together they began a family.

When war broke out, he began his
active service in the Army. After the
end of World War II, he went on to
complete 20 years in the reserves,
retiring from the Army as a Colonel.

While raising his five children in
Westfield, Wally was a Sunday
school teacher, lay reader, and
served on the Vestry of St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church. It was while
working with the fundraisers, Marts
and Lundy, for the church’s capital
drive that a new career opened up
to Wally.

He worked for 20 years with Marts
and Lundy, heading fund-raising
campaigns for many organizations,
schools and churches. Retiring in
1973, he began another “career,”
serving his community and the Cape
as a whole.

Wally, who moved to Eastham,
Mass. in 1960, served on the Cape
Cod Tech School Committee, two
terms as Eastham Selectman, as well
as being Eastham town moderator.
He was a favorite substitute teacher
in the Nauset system, a member of
the Eastham School Committee, and
served on the boards of the Museum
of Fine Arts in Dennis and the Cape
Cod Hospital in Hyannis.

Wally was a founding member of
the Cape Cod Foundation and Nauset
Workshop (now Nauset, Inc). In
1986, he and his wife were Eastham
Windmill Day honorees. He donated
much of his free time and money to
fund-raising for Princeton Univer-
sity. In 1993, he was bestowed the
prestigious Princeton Alumni Coun-
cil Award for Service.

He established or gave to many
funds over the years, including the
National Cathedral Association,
Cape Cod Hospital Foundation, St.
Marks and St. Albans Schools,
Milton Academy, Church of the Holy
Spirit, the Nauset Workshop and the
Community Foundation of Cape
Cod, to name just a few. He was a
member of the Orleans Coffee Club
and past member of the Orleans
Yacht Club.

Always active in his personal life

as well, he reported to one grandson
that on his 76th birthday, he rode his
bike to work at the Town Hall whis-
tling “76 Trombones” the whole
way. But in 1988, sadness struck
Wally with the death of his wife of
53 years, Betty Ruckert, just before
Christmas. Still, he continued serv-
ing. In 1989, at the age of 80, he was

honored as a Senior
Citizen of the Year
by the Elder Services
of Cape Cod and the
Islands.

With full under-
standing of what is
important in life, he
commented in an ar-
ticle in the Cape Cod
Times on the occa-
sion of his 90th birth-
day, “My most im-
portant achievement
is raising five kids.”

Over the course of
his 95 years, Wally

did good works for others on a daily
basis. Following the rules of com-
mon sense, the laws of God, and the
basic standards of right and wrong,
he led a family and a community.
This is heroism that has been for-
gotten by many, but not by those
who knew and loved Wally Ruckert.

Wally Ruckert is survived by his
four daughters, Ann Ruckert of New
York City, Susan R. Owens of Or-
leans, Mass., Jane R. McLean of
Atlanta, Ga. and Martha R. Will-
iams of Orleans, Mass., and daugh-
ter-in-law, Baily Ruckert of
Wellfleet, Mass., widow of Wallace
Ruckert, Jr.; a niece, Jill R. Sitcer
of Westfield, N.J.; a nephew, Dr.
Guy Rowley of Chicago, Ill.; nine
grandchildren and 10 great-grand-
children.

Donations in his memory may be
made to the Cape Cod Hospital,
Hyannis, Mass. or the Church of the
Holy Spirit in Orleans, Mass.

A memorial service will be held
at the Church of the Holy Spirit,
Monument Road, Orleans at a later
date.
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Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue

233-0255

John L. Dooley

Manager

NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255

Charles V. Dooley

Manager

NJ License # 3703

Nonprofit  •  Nonsectarian

Family Lots, Single Graves
Niches  & Community Mausoleums

Consider the Peace and Comfort of  Pre-Need Planning.

Faithfully Serving the Public Since 1868,
 on 105 Picturesque Acres.

1100 East Broad Street  •  Westfield, New Jersey
(908) 232 - 0781

Ask for a Free copy of our 16 page Emergency Record Guide.
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CLEARANCE!

476 SOUTH AVENUE E.
CRANFORD, NJ 07016

908. 709. 1999
GENERAL PRACTICE INCLUDING:

•ESTATE PLANNING
•ELDER LAW
•WILLS AND TRUSTS
•REAL ESTATE

•PERSONAL INJURY
•ZONING
•MUNICIPAL COURT
•COMMERCIAL LITIGATION

NICHOLAS A. GIUDITTA, III
ATTORNEY AT LAW

– Since 1897 –

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

Forethought® funeral planning
    can help.

WESTFIELD: 318 East Broad St., William A. Doyle, Mgr. • 233-0143 -  NJ Lic.#2325
CRANFORD: 12 Springfield Ave., Dale R. Schoustra, Mgr. • 276-0092 - NJ Lic.#3707

Executive Administrator – William A. Doyle

Find out how
by calling...

• WILLIAM A. DOYLE • PAULETTE CRABIEL WAHLER
• DALE SCHOUSTRA •  LISA LO RICCO SHARP • SCOTT D. HARRINGTON, SR.

Caught in the
Medicaid confusion?

MASTER
MEMORIALS

524 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ

(908) 233-2350

Designer • Builders of fine
MONUMENTS

MARKERS
MAUSOLEUMS

Lettered • Cleaned
Tim Doerr

Bruce Bauer
(established  1939)

Also:  300 Rt. 37 East
Toms River, NJ
(732) 349-2350

Robert J. Karlson, 53, Worked In Sales;
Was Coach For Youth Sports Programs

Linda Brynildsen, 55
Linda E. Brynildsen, 55, of

Beachwood died on Sunday, Decem-
ber 21, at Community Medical Cen-
ter in Toms River.

Born in Jersey City, she had lived
in Westfield before coming to
Beachwood in 1973.

Mrs. Brynildsen was a homemaker
and a member of the Shore Acres
Yacht Club.

Surviving are her husband of 32
years, Rod Brynildsen; a son, Erik
Brynildsen of Beachwood; a daugh-
ter, Lisa Brynildsen, also of
Beachwood; her father, William
Eckert; two brothers, Tony Eckert of
San Rafael, Calif. and Mark Eckert
of Olympia, Wash.; a sister, Allison
Hennon of Clairmont, Calif., and a
grandson.

A memorial service will be held at
a later date.

Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of the Anderson and Campbell
Funeral Homes of Toms River.
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Marion Mahoney, 93, Lunch Aide
At Washington School in Roselle

Marion Mahoney, 93, of Roselle
died on Sunday, December 28, at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

Born in Jersey City, she lived in
Roselle since 1952.

Mrs. Mahoney had been a lunch
aide with the Washington School in
Roselle for 12 years before her re-
tirement in 1977.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Bernard Mahoney, in 1974,
and by a daughter, Mary Ann Jordon,
in 1995.

Surviving are a daughter,
Bernadette Crosby of Kunkletown,
Pa.; a son, Michael Mahoney of
Edison; a sister, Mildred Rennar of
Toms River; seven grandchildren and
six great-grandchildren.

A Funeral Liturgy was scheduled for
11 a.m. on Wednesday, December 31,
at St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield, with burial to follow at St.
Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Westfield Rescue Squad, P.O.
Box 356, Westfield 07091.
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Robert J. Karlson, 53, of Dunellen
died on Thursday, December 25, at
Robert Wood Johnson University
Hospital in New Brunswick.

Born in Camden, he had been a
Scotch Plains resident prior to mov-
ing to Dunellen 26 years ago.

Mr. Karlson had been employed for
the past eight years as a senior sales
representative with Leviton Manufac-
turing Company of Little Neck, N.Y.

He was active with the Dunellen
Recreation Department, serving as a
coach with the Police Athletic League
Little League and the Pony League.

Additionally, he was the founder of
the girls Pony Tail softball league
traveling team.

He was awarded a degree in busi-
ness administration from the Univer-
sity of Hartford in Connecticut.

Surviving are his wife, Donna E.
Karlson; a son, Robert F. Karlson; a
daughter, Diana A. Karlson; a sister,
Patricia A. Shannon, and a brother,
Michael A. Karlson.

A service was held on Sunday,
December 28, at the Mundy Funeral
Home in Dunellen.
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Eugene S. Morgan, 80
Eugene S. Morgan, 80, of

Middlesex Borough died on Friday,
December 26, at Morristown Memo-
rial Hospital in Morristown.

Born in Bayonne, Mr. Morgan was
employed for 52 years as a waiter at
Pantagis Renaissance in Scotch Plains.

He served in the United States
Army in World War II.

Surviving are two daughters, Karen
McCusker and Joann Foglia; three
sons, Kevin Morgan, Denis Morgan
and Patrick Morgan; a sister, Sister
Ruthé Morgan; 11 grandchildren and
two great-grandchildren.

A Mass was offered on Tuesday,
December 30, at St. John the Evan-
gelist Church in Dunellen.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Sheenan Funeral Home
in Dunellen.
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Hudson G. Amory, 82, Commissioner
For Fish, Game and Wildlife Division
Hudson G. Amory, 82, of Forked

River died on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 24, at Community Medical Cen-
ter in Toms River.

Born in Bayonne, he had been a
resident of Westfield before relocat-
ing to Forked River 31 years ago.

Mr. Amory began his career with
the state of New Jersey in 1950 as a
conservation officer and game war-
den for Middlesex, Sussex, Morris
and Somerset counties. He also was
involved in marine patrol at Sandy
Hook and Raritan Bay.

He subsequently was named as su-

pervisor for the Northern District of
the state and retired after several years
as commissioner for the Bureau of
Law Enforcement for the Division of
Fish, Game and Wildlife in Trenton.

Earlier, he had been employed with
Western Electric in Kearny.

Mr. Amory served in the United
States Army during World War II.

Surviving is a son, Hudson B.
Amory.

Arrangements were handled by the
Growney Funeral Home in Forked
River.
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Religious News

Coffee With Conscience
Event Slated at Church

WESTFIELD – The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series of
Westfield will feature Stephanie
Corby and Chris Rosser on Saturday,
January 17, at the First United Meth-
odist Church in Westfield.

The church is located at One East
Broad Street. Doors will open at 7:30
p.m., with the performance to begin
at 8 p.m. Admission is $12. Net
proceeds will benefit the Eric Johnson
House in Morristown.

St. Helen’s Pack 273 Sends
Supplies to Soldiers in Iraq

At their December 10 pack meet-
ing, Westfield Cub Scouts from St.
Helen’s Pack No. 273 gathered per-
sonal supplies and clothes items for
delivery to the soldiers fighting in
Iraq.

The items were delivered to the
Family Support Center at McGuire
Air Force Base in southern New Jer-
sey for onward delivery to the U.S.
soldiers for the holidays. The most
desired items were white athletic
socks, T-shirts and sunblock — al-
though many other items were pro-
vided, ranging from wet wipes and
eye drops to pens and envelopes.

The cub scouts also made holiday
greeting cards to go with the boxes of
supplies. Cub scouts and family
members also listened to Marine
Lieutenant Colonel Gregg Galloway

answer questions about military life
and fighter jets. Lieutenant Colonel
Galloway flies the F/A-18 fighter jet.
He flew sortie missions over Af-
ghanistan, Bosnia and Iraq.

Forum to Address Advocacy
For Special Needs Students

CRANFORD — The Adult Forum
of the Calvary Lutheran Church will
present a discussion this Sunday,
January 4, at 9:45 a.m. on how to
advocate within the public school
system for students with special
needs, including those who have at-
tention deficit/hyperactivity disor-
der (AD/HD).

Pamela Milazzo of Empowered
ADDvantages, LLC in Westfield will
speak on “Strategies for Becoming a
Confident Educational Advocate for
the AD/HD or Special Needs Student.”

The presentation is designed for
parents, counselors and teachers of
special needs students. High school
and college students with special
needs are also invited.

A former teacher and family lawyer,

Mrs. Milazzo will discuss the strate-
gies and tools that are vital to helping
special needs children be successful in
school and in their future careers.

She especially focuses on the im-
portance of self-advocacy, not only
for parents, but also for the students
themselves.

This Adult Forum presentation will
be held in Fellowship Hall in the
Education Building behind the
church, located at 108 Eastman Street
in Cranford. The church may be
reached at (908) 276-2418.

A member congregation of the New
Jersey Synod of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, Cal-
vary Lutheran serves Cranford,
Westfield and surrounding Union
County communities.

African Violet Group
To Meet January 15
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Union

County Chapter of the African Vio-
let Society will meet at 1 p.m. on
Thursday, January 15, at the Scotch
Plains Public Library.

The topic will be “Soil Mixes.”
Members will bring their own reci-
pes. Anyone interested in African
Violets is invited to attend. The
library is located at 1927 Bartle

Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED
VIRGIN: (Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine splendor of
heaven. Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh, Star of the
Sea, help me show me herein, you
are my mother. Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth! I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity. There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh, show me herein you
are my mother. Oh Mary, con-
ceived without sin, pray for us who
have recourse to thee. Holy Mother,
I place this cause in your hands
(3X). Holy Spirit, you who solve
all problems, light all roads so that
I can attain my goal. You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that
in all instances in my life you are
with me. I want in this short prayer
to thank you for the things as you
confirm once again that I never
want to be separated from you in
eternal glory. Thank you for your
mercy towards me and mine. The
person must say this prayer three
consecutive days. After three days,
the request will be granted. This
prayer must be published after the
favor is granted. R.M.

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color!
www.goleader.com



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, January 1, 2004 Page 9

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
See it all in color at!
www.goleader.com

Sports Section
 Pages 9-11

DELDUCA, TOMASSO, JOHNSON, MENCH WIN BIG

Rahway Indian Matmen Ice
Blue Devils, 52-23, in Opener

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The home opener for the Westfield
High School wrestling team turned
out to be a near perfect match up that
favored the visiting Rahway team on
December 23. Each team had most
of its strengths and weaknesses vir-
tually in the same weight classes;
however, the Indians’ won all of the
weaker weight class match ups, re-
ceived two forfeits and pulled off
overtime victories in two strong
weight classes to defeat the Blue
Devils, 52-23.

Veteran seniors, Robbie Mench at
103-lbs, Lee Tomasso at 152-lbs and
Chris Johnson at 189-lbs and junior
Tom DelDuca at 145-lbs won their
bouts in convincing fashion. Blue
Devil junior Sam Kramer at 112-lbs
and senior heavyweight Nick
Gismondi were on the short end of
the thrilling overtime (OT) clashes.

Beginning at the 112 class, Kramer
and outstanding Rahway freshman
Ryan Wilson were tied 2-2 heading
into the third period. Kramer, choos-
ing the bottom position, needed just
an escape to take the lead, but Wilson
demonstrated his mastery of the top
position and maintained control
throughout the period to force OT.
With two seconds left in OT, Wilson
succeeded with a double-leg
takedown.

The Indians rattled off five more
victories to command a 33-0 lead
entering the 145-lb bout where
DelDuca scored a vicious snap down
takedown on Jeff McKelvey then
turned him to his back in 1:36, using
a wrist and a half nelson maneuver.

“It was their JV kid, so I just
wanted to work my techniques,” said
DelDuca. “I haven’t been working
halves very much so I decided to
work some halves, work some legs
and it sort of sunk in there very

nicely.
Tomasso followed with a fall over

Cedrick Goodridge in 5:26, using a
double arm bar stack to make the
team score 33-12. Before the fall,
Tomasso scored two takedowns and
used his wrenching tight waist to
turn Goodridge to his back three

times to amass a 13-0 lead.
“I was riding a regular arm bar all

match. I give that kid all the credit in
the world. He was tough to stick. He
had very strong shoulders. I finally
was able to put that double bar in,”
said Tomasso.

COCOZZIELLO SINKS 29 PTS, CARACTER SCORES 23

Raiders’ Early Strike Downs
Blue Devil Hoopmen, 65-61

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Offensive and defensive parity
which existed for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood boys basketball team in the
first quarter shifted in favor of
Westfield (1-1) in the third quarter
but the young Raiders held on to
grasp a thrilling, 65-61 victory be-
fore a packed house in Westfield on
December 23. The change occurred
when the senior-dominated Blue
Devils combined hustle with shoot-
ing success and outscored the Raid-
ers, 26-18, in the third quarter. The 2-
0 Raiders made good on 13 of 16 free
throws in the final quarter.

Senior Blue Devil Co-Captain Jan
Cocozziello led all scorers with 29
points, including four from beyond
three-point range. Raider sophomore
Derrick Caracter finished with 23
points and hit six of his seven free
throws, while grabbing 10 boards.
Raider sophomores Lance Thomas
and Mike Johnson put in 18 and 11
points, respectively. Blue Devil se-
nior Joe Korfmacher laid in seven and
Tyshon Blackmon, Eric Hayes and
Bryan Power scored six points each.

“We were going to see everybody’s
best and Westfield played their best,”
said Raider Head Coach Dan Doherty.
“They are a good team and they shot
well. We start three sophomores, so
it was a good learning lesson. We had
the advantage in size, so we were

looking to get the ball inside to
Caracter, which leaves Thomas open
on the weak side. We ended up forc-
ing it a little at times but he can
handle it and he’s tough when he gets
the ball inside. We have to work a
little more on handling the ball and
realize where we want to go and how
much we want to run with people.”

Blue Devil Head Coach Kevin
Everly pointed out, “We had a great
opportunity to win the game with
two minutes to go and up by one, but
we needed better possessions to do it
and we didn’t get it done. Our guys
played the game tough throughout.
They got down 13 points at one point
and fought back. They played with a
ton of heart and I’m proud of the way
they played.”

Height superiority over the smaller
Blue Devil squad paid off for the
Raiders in the first quarter as they
effectively deflected many of the
crosscourt passes and dominated the
boards to secure an 18-9 edge. Tho-
mas found the mark with three buck-
ets and added four points from the
free throw line, Caracter scored five
and Johnson added four.

Each team netted seven points in
the second quarter, but the emotion-
ally charged Blue Devils took advan-
tage of the Raider defensive weak-
nesses in the third quarter and
outgunned them, 26-18, with
Coccozziello, Blackmon and Hayes

attacking the zone and doing most of
the scoring. Coccozziello hit three-
straight 3-pointers to lift his team to
within one, 43-42.

“Everyone was doubting us and
predicted that we were going to get
blown off the court because they had
Caracter at 6’9”,” explained
Cocozziello. “We decided to come
out and play big offensively and de-
fensively in the second half and we
outplayed them. We had a couple of
turnovers late in the game. That ball
has to be golden to us. No turnovers!

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield Baseball League

For More Information E-mail the WBL at:
westfieldbaseball@hotmail.com

Kindergarten thru 9th Grade

FOR CONVENIENCE AND TO FACILITATE THE REGISTRATION
PROCESS - BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2004 WESTFIELD BASEBALL HAS
MADE ON-LINE REGISTRATION AVAILABLE!!  Please visit our web-site

@ www.WestfieldBaseball.com to register and submit all applicable fees.

Registration Day for
Spring 2004 Season

 January 10, 2004  •  9 am to 12 noon  •  YMCA in Westfield

 or Please Register ON-LINE
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Free Estimates • Insured

No Job Too Small
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“Experience the Difference.”

908-301-0602
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Juan C. Aldana

e mail: aldanajc@aol.com
Fax: 908-301-0603
Westfield, New Jersey
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RALPH
CHECCHIO, INC.

BLACK TOP
PAVING

Driveways
Parking Lots
Concrete or
Masonry Work

FREE
ESTIMATES

908 • 889 • 4422

HOME IMPROVEMENT

908•755•4247

DRESSLER CONTRACTING
Serving Westfield, Mountainside

Scotch Plains -Fanwood

Kitchens  Baths

Expert Carpentry

Finished Basements

25 Years Experience
Quality Workmanship

Free Estimates

AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield
908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto

Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

Goods & Services You Need!

• DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
• SEAL COATING • RAILROAD TIES

• DRAINAGE PROBLEMS
• BELGIUM BLOCK CURBING

• STUMP GRINDING

Fully Insured  •  FREE Estimates

PAVING

908-753-7281

“Serving the area for over 50 years.”
Family Owned & Operated

OLIVER A

PAVING

• Marble & Granite Fabricators •

“Looking forward to doing business with you.  Come in for a
FREE estimate or simply fax us your layouts.”

2476 Plainfield Avenue
Scotch Plains, NJ

908-232-5300
Fax: 908-233-5655

High quality wholesale prices on all your marble & granite needs.
Specializing in kitchen countertops, bathroom vanities & fireplaces.

e e

Castle Keep, Inc.
BUILDING AND RESTORATION

castlebuilder@verizon.net414 CENTRAL AVENUE, WESTFIELD  • 908-232-8965

Free In-Home Project
Evaluations & Estimates

General & Mechanical Construction
Carpentry • Custom Millwork & Cabinetry

Masonry / Tile & Stone Setting
Roofing / Weatherproofing • Decks / Patios

Offering Professional . . . Residential & Commercial

. . . Design, Fabrication, Installation & Repair Services

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

GUTTER CLEANING

Sales    Service    Repairs
Annual Maintenance Agreements

877-2-Gutter

TIME
GUTTER

EUROPEAN

908-925-2021

Tile & Marble Installation

Complete
Bathroom 

Remodeling!

Complete
Bathroom 

Remodeling!

Kitchens

Bathrooms

Foyers

Fireplaces

Back Splash

15 Years Experience     Free Estimates

Cell Phone: 908-456-3722

AL
&

DAVE

Steven’s Reglazing, Inc. dba

Insured

Licensed &

Bonded

Consumer

Affairs Lic.

#0956397

“WE’RE KNOWN FOR QUALITY”
EXPERT SPRAYING & REFINISHING ON

REFRIGERATORS & BATHROOM TILES

BATHTUBS

REFRIGERATORS

SINKS

TILE

CHIP REPAIRS

STEEL DOORS

All Major Appliances Choice Of Colors

“Your Satisfaction Is Our Reputation

718-761-5800
An Owner Operated Firm • A Staten Island Company

Errands & General Shopping

“SHORT OF TIME?
LET ME HELP.”

Home or Business Cleaning
Call Maria Lourenco

Serving The Westfield Area

M.L. SERVICES, L.L.C.

908-789-8381

This
Space is
Available

Call the
Advertising

Department:

T: 908.232.4407
F: 908.232.0473

sales@goleader.com

“ How The Areas Best Looking Lawns Get That Way ”
• NJ Landscape
Contractors’Association

•   Pesticide Lic# 97549A908-654-5296
908-654-LAWN

Bachelor of Science • Rutgers University • Design • Maintenance • CertifiedLandscape Designer • NY Botanical Gardens

• Landscape Design

• Year-Long Plantings

• Lawn Maintenance

• Patio Walk - Retaining Walls

• Now Accepting Spring Reservations:  Maintenance & Planting •
����������	
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PETE & FRED’S
GUTTER CLEANING

WWWWWestfestfestfestfestfield • Scotcield • Scotcield • Scotcield • Scotcield • Scotch Plainsh Plainsh Plainsh Plainsh Plains
CrCrCrCrCranfanfanfanfanfororororord • Mountainsided • Mountainsided • Mountainsided • Mountainsided • Mountainside

Free Estimates
FULLY INSURED

Serving

908-347-1310

PAINTING

FULLY INSURED      FREE ESTIMATES

Call Joe Klingebiel
908-322-1956

JK’S PAINTING &

WALLCOVERING

INSTALLATION

✧✧✧✧✧ Residential
✧✧✧✧✧ Commercial

Corbin Consulting
Engineering • uswca.com

Expert Witness • Independent Review
Due Diligence • Troubleshooting

(908) 232-4407 • info@uswca.com
251 North Ave. W., Westfield, NJ 07090

This
Space is
Available

Call the
Advertising Department:

T: 908.232.4407
F: 908.232.0473

sales@goleader.com

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TOUGH MAN UNDER THE BOARDS…Raider sophomore forward Derrick Caracter, No. 32, made a statement with
10 rebounds and 23 points to lead Scotch Plains-Fanwood to a 65-61 victory over Westfield. Blue Devil senior Jan
Cocozziello, No. 30, led all scorers with 29 points.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TIGHT LIKE A BOA CONSTRICTOR…Blue Devil Lee Tomasso, top, has
Cedrick Goodridge wrapped in a tight waist and a chin chancery in his 152-lb
bout. Later, Tomasso pinned Goodridge in 5:26.
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Blue Devils, 52-23, in Opener
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Johnson came through with a pun-
ishing 16-1, technical fall in 6:00
over James Huezo. The muscular
Johnson tallied two takedowns, three
nearfalls, a reversal and a penalty
point to claim victory.

Happy with his performance,
Johnson said, “I was taking my shots
and working on my pinning combi-
nations. I kept wrestling. I didn’t
stop like I did last year. My endur-

ance increased so much.”
With reference to his mat sensitiv-

ity, he replied, “My hip position is
better and I feel like I know where I
am much better.”

Gismondi, in a battle of heavy-
weight titans, was knotted 1-1 with
hefty Darnell Butler at the end of
regulation. In OT, Butler caught

Gismondi off-guard with a double-
leg takedown.

In the final bout of the evening,
Mench, the recent 103-lb champ at
the Kearny Tournament, increased
his record to 4-0 with a clinic that
ended in a fall via stack arm bar in
1:21 over Aaron Bonner.

“It was a Madison arm bar. I had
the wrist and I had the bar and I
stacked him,” explained Mench.

Expecting to have a showdown
with Wilson, Mench said, “I was
hoping to wrestle him. I understand
he is a great wrestler. Maybe some
other time!”

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
112: — Wilson (R) d. Kramer, 4-2 OT
119: — Darrion Caldwell (R) p. Colin
MacKay, 1:10
125: — John Santoni (R) won forfeit
130: — Ed McCray (R) p. Steve
Markowski, 1:12
135: — Justin Racelis (R) won forfeit
140: — Carlos Nicasio (R) p. Matt
Barbiere, :27
145: — Del Duca (W) p. McKelvey, 1:36
152: — Tomasso (W) p. Goodridge, 5:26
160: — Marlon Zuniga (R) md. Alex Lewis, 21-7
171: — Alex Alleman (R) p. Colin Williard, 3:46
189: — Johnson (W) tf. Huezo, 16-1
215: — Andre Neblett (R) p. Steve
Cruikshank, 1:36
Hwt: — Butler (R) d. Gismondi, 3-1 OT
103: — Mench (W) p. Bonner, 1:21

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

2004 REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE
PLANNING BOARD

In compliance with the Open Public Meet-
ings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, Regular
Meetings of the Planning Board of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, Union County, NJ,
will be held in Council Chambers, First
Floor, Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, NJ, at 7:30 p.m. on the
following Mondays in 2004, unless other-
wise indicated:

January 12
January 26
February 9
February 23

March 8
March 22
April 12
April 26
May 10
May 24
June 14
June 28
July 12
July 26

August 9
August 23

September 13
September 27

Wednesday, October 13
October 25
November 8
November 22
December 13
December 27

In accordance with the Americans With
Disabilities Act, any person that might re-
quire special needs should be in touch with
the Board Office during normal business
hours so that their needs may be addressed
(visually or hearing impaired, wheelchair
bound, etc.) All interested persons may be
present and be heard.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 1/1/04, The Times Fee: $39.78

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

 The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Monday
January 12, 2004 in the Council Chambers
at the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:00 p.m.
to hear and consider the following appeals
for variance from the requirements of the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance:

Peter and Caroline Cordeiro, 837 Kimball
Avenue, seeking permission to erect sec-
ond and third floor additions contrary to
Section 11.07E.6. of the Land Use Ordi-
nance.   Ordinance requires a minimum side
yard setback of 10 feet – 8.5 feet is pro-
posed.

Daniel and Carolyn Driscoll Swartz, 541
Elm Street seeking permission to construct
a detached two (2) car garage; addition to
front porch and A/C units contrary to the
requirements of Section 13.01G2C,
13.02H6, and 12.03 D of the Land Use
Ordinance.  Proposed (and present) side
yard setback for accessory structure over
500 square feet is 2.60 feet. Ordinance
requires 10 feet. Front yard setback pro-
posed is +43 feet.  Ordinance requires the
estimated front yard depth, which is 45.5
feet.  Side yard setback for air condition
condensers proposed is +2 feet.  Ordinance
requires 5 feet.

Edward J. and Christine M. Rigney, 427
Everson Place seeking permission to re-
place existing front porch contrary to the
requirements of Section 12.03D of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Front yard setback pro-
posed (and present) is 30.4 feet.  Ordinance
requires the estimated front yard depth,
which is 41.06 feet.

Margaret and Michael Oster, 6 Cherry
Lane seeking permission to erect an addi-
tion contrary to the requirements of Section
12.03D and 12.04E of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Front yard setback proposed is 32.5
feet.  Ordinance requires the estimated front
yard depth, which is 44.76 feet.  Floor area
ratio proposed is 28.9%/5,309 square feet.
Ordinance allows 25% or 4,591 square feet.

Phillip and Kristina Gurka, 229 Virginia
Street seeking permission to erect an addi-
tion and expand porch contrary to the re-
quirements of Section 11.09 E.6 and 12.03
D of the Land Use Ordinance.  Side yard set
back proposed is 8 feet and 4.9 feet.  Ordi-
nance requires 10 feet.  Front yard setback
proposed is +20.9 feet.  Ordinance requires
the estimated front yard depth which is
+24.7 feet.

Documentation of the above is on file in
the Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Any interested party may appear at the
hearing, either in person, or by their attor-
ney, and be given an opportunity to be heard
with respect to this application.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.

Colleen Mayer, Secretary
Board of Adjustment

1 T - 1/1/04, The Leader Fee: $64.26

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

NOTICE TO BIDDERS is hereby given that bids are invited and will be received as set forth
herein.

OWNER: TOWN OF WESTFIELD
TITLE OF WORK: MEMORIAL COMMUNITY POOL COMPLEX PHASE II

RENOVATION AND ALTERATION OF EXISTING MEN’S
BATHROOM

LOCATION OF WORK: WESTFIELD MEMORIAL POOL
713 CUMBERLAND STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY   07090

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF WORK:

PROJECT:  Renovate and alter existing Men’s Room (Phase II)

ADDRESS FOR RECEIVING BIDS:
Recreation Department
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
425 East Broad Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2196

ARCHITECT’S NAME AND ADDRESS:
THOMAS N. DIGIORGIO ARCHITECTURE

414 Central Avenue
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Attention:  Thomas N. DiGiorgio, R.A.
Phone: (908) 232-8802   Fax  (908) 232 -5229

EXAMINATION OF CONTRACT DOCUMENTS:
Contract Documents may be examined Monday through Friday, except legal holidays,

from 9:00 AM to 3:30 PM, prevailing time, at the office of the Westfield Recreation
Department 425 East Broad Street Westfield, New Jersey 07090-2196. Contact Westfield
Recreation Department prior to picking up Bid package. (908) 789-4080.

OBTAINING CONTRACT DOCUMENTS:
Contract Documents may be obtained only at the office of the Westfield Recreation

Department at the address and hours set forth above upon receipt or certified check, cash
or money order in the amount of $ 105.00 per set of Contract Documents.  Deposits are non-
refundable.  All checks shall be payable to Thomas N. DiGiorgio.

BID SECURITY:
Bid Security is required in the amount not less than ten percent (10%) of the total amount

indicated in the Bid, but not in excess of Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00).
CONSENT OF SURETY:
Certificate from a Surety Company is required indicating consent to be bound as surety

and guarantor for performance required under the Contract Documents.
SUBMISSION OF BIDS:
The complete bid form and other items required shall be placed in sealed envelopes and

delivered prior to bid opening to the Owner at the above Address for Receiving Bids.
Project I- To Renovate and alter existing Men’s Room
Phase II- General Construction including Plumbing and Electrical of Men’s Room.
The Town will award a contract to a single General Contractor, in accordance with the law.

PUBLIC BID OPENING AND READING:
Date: January 26, 2004
Time:  10:00 AM
Place: Town of Westfield, Town Council Chambers

425 East Broad Street
Westfield, NJ 07090-2196

PRE-BID MEETING:
A pre-bid meeting will be held for all bidders at the Memorial Community Pool on January

7, 2004 at 10:00 AM prevailing time.  It is recommended that all bidders attend this meeting.
STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS:
Bidders are required to comply with all applicable statutory requirements including the

requirements of P.L. 1975, C. 127 (Affirmative Action) and of P.L. 1963, C. 150 (Prevailing
Wage).

REJECTION OF BIDS:
The right is reserved by the Town of Westfield to reject any or all bids or to waive any

immaterial defect or informality in any bid, if deemed in the best interest of the Town of
Westfield.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD
425 EAST BROAD STREET

WESTFIELD, NJ
M. BRUCE KAUFMANN, Director of Recreation (908) 789-4080

1 T - 1/1/04, The Leader Fee: $119.34

MKA Cougar Boys Claw
Viking Cagers, 50-36

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The season has begun slowly for
the 0-3 Union Catholic High School
boys’ basketball team as the
Montclair Kimberly Academy
(MKA) Cougars pounced the Vi-
kings, 50-36, in the first round of the
Union Catholic Festival in Scotch
Plains on December 27. MKA senior
center Brandon Jones pumped in a
game-leading 23 points and sopho-
more Greg Harbeck was deadly from
the outside, netting five three-point-
ers and finishing with 17 points.

Senior center Shannon Brown net-
ted 11 points for the Vikings, senior
guard Greg Crudup sank eight and
sophomore point guard Mike Seamon
scored five points.

“We were looking to set up a lot of
screens on offense, and I think we
actually did a pretty decent job on
them,” said Union Catholic Head
Coach Jim Reagan. “We got the good
look, but the bottom line was we just
couldn’t put the ball in the basket.
We’ve been struggling with that so
far the past three games. We have
been holding teams to about 48, 50
points per game, but we’re scoring
36, 38 points; it’s tough to win games
with those figures.”

Both teams were tentative and
sloppy early in the first quarter. The
dogged Cougar defense stuck close
to the Vikings, yielding just one field
goal while their offense played ag-
gressively for a lopsided 11-3 first
quarter lead.

In the second quarter, the Cougars
gave the Vikings the impression that
they were out to get them. And they
did! Harbeck burned the net with
three, three-pointers to carry the
Cougars halftime lead to 28-14.

“Defensively we tried to stop their
guards and I thought we did a decent
job, except their point guard hit a lot
of threes on us, which was unex-
pected,” said Reagan. “We knew that
their big guy would get a lot of points
and we were hoping to contain him

as best we could.”
The Vikings played catch up with

some success in the third quarter.
Brown and Seamon netted five and
four points, respectively, in the third
quarter and Grudup, Steve Farawell
and Jenner Cole combined for five as
the Vikings out-pointed the Cougars,
14-12.

“Coach told us at halftime that if we
hustle more we would be able to get
back into the game, but we didn’t get
it done,” said Seamon. “We were flat
the whole game and that really killed
us from the beginning. Every loose
ball was theirs; their big man kept
cleaning up their glass and he was
bringing it back for easy baskets.”

MKA surged with an 11-8 run in
the fourth quarter to seal victory.

“We used the Oklahoma with a
two-way screen down and a two-post
man with a screen back up. It was
hard getting the ball down low in the
post, and our shots weren’t drop-
ping,” said Brown. “This, no doubt,
is the worst game that we ever played.
We need to get into the weight room,
get a lot stronger and we need to
hustle to the ball a lot more. Hope-
fully, we should get better as the
season goes on.”
Union Catholic   3 11 14   8 36
Montclair KA 11 17 12 11 46

Westfield’s Irwin Bernstein Ran
His Last Race on December 20
Irwin Bernstein was a well-known

figure in the Westfield area sports
world for decades. This tribute was
written by Irwin’s son Brian.

On Saturday, December 20, a heart
attack accomplished what nothing
and nobody else could: stop Irwin
Bernstein. Irwin, age 70. He left us
while on a routine
training run less than
400 meters from his
home in Westfield.

How do you mea-
sure a life? As mea-
sured by what he did,
Irwin was a great
success: Columbia
University BA/
MBA; All American
and Captain of
Columbia’s 1954 un-
defeated National
Championship Fenc-
ing team; reigning
Indoor 800 meter
National Masters
Track & Field Cham-
pion (70-74 age
group); Executive
Vice President
Maidenform, Inc.
(35 years of service);
former president of
Bayonne Rotary
Club; founder and
president of Garden
State Games; former
president and long-
time and current bud-
get advisor for
United States Fenc-
ing Association;
former president and
current member of Columbia Univer-
sity Varsity “C” Club and current

president of Columbia Fencing Advi-
sory board; member of USA Track &
Field, Shore AC, United States Olym-
pic Committee, Westfield Tennis As-
sociation and Mediators of Union
County; administrator for fencing at
1984 and 1996 Olympics and one of
the few United States dignitaries to

attend the 1980
Olympics in Mos-
cow; and countless
other track, fencing
and tennis champion-
ships and records and
organizational mem-
berships, offices held
and meritorious hon-
ors.

How do you mea-
sure a life? As mea-
sured by who he was,
Irwin was a great
success. He was a
husband (to Liela for
47 years), father (to
Barbara, Ruth and
Brian), grandfather
(to Meredith, Daniel
and Adam), and
brother (to Gail).
Irwin was a great
provider financially,
physically and emo-
tionally; he was also
an outstanding com-
petitor, leader, orga-
nizer and advisor.

I have heard and
adopted (although I
cannot recall from
where) the idea that
a man’s life is not
measured by what he

did or who he was, but rather by how
his children describe him to their
friends.

My father was my hero, my friend
and my partner. A man of great loy-
alty and integrity, he was possessed
of a rapier wit, boundless energy, and
a great sense of fairness and respon-
sibility. My father treated everyone
he encountered with equal respect.
He held strong convictions. My fa-
ther was articulate yet understated,
emotional yet stoic, a man of routine
who was excellent in a crisis. My
father was a man I was proud of,
admired and loved.

The world and those he touched
are better and stronger for having
known him.

Raiders’ Early Strike Downs
Blue Devil Hoopmen, 65-61

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Additionally, we committed a num-
ber of fouls at the end and that made
the difference in the game, but we
gave it a great effort, we played our
hearts out and I’m very proud of our
team.”

While Westfield’s defense wobbled
in the fourth quarter, the loss of three
possessions combined with foul
trouble reflected on the scoreboard
as the Raiders finished the quarter
with a 22-19 edge. Caracter sank six-
for-six from the stripe and added two
baskets. Fuller chipped in five and
Johnson scored three.

“We didn’t come out intense

enough and we were too relaxed,”
explained Thomas. “Westfield came
out pumped, got the momentum go-
ing and jumped on us from the begin-
ning. We went with what they wanted
us to do instead of playing the game
at the pace we like to play. In the
fourth quarter, we started to throw
the ball a little better, played good
‘D’ and forcing turnovers. It was a
good thing that we had the free throws
on our side and we kept knocking
them down. If not, we would have
lost the game.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 18   7 18 22 65
Westfield   9   7 26 19 61

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Monday
January 12, 2004 in the Council Chambers
at the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:00 p.m.
to hear and consider the following appeals
for variance from the requirements of the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance:

C. Sam and Roseanne T. Vassallo, 307
Canterbury Lane seeking permission to erect
an addition contrary to the requirements of
Section 11.07 E.5 and 11.07 E.7 of the Land
Use Ordinance.   Ordinance requires a
minimum street side yard set back for a
corner lot of 20 feet. 17 feet is proposed.
Ordinance requires a minimum rear yard
set back of 35 feet. 16 feet is proposed.

Ann and Tom Madaras, 102 Surrey Lane
seeking permission to erect an addition and
an in ground pool and retain a shed contrary
to the requirements of Section 13.01 G.1b
and 13.02 D3 and 12.04 F.1 of the Land Use
Ordinance.  Ordinance requires accessory
structures be set back a minimum of 5 feet.
Shed is approximately 2 feet and 4 feet.
Ordinance requires a pool be set back 15
feet from the property line.  Applicant pro-
poses 10 feet.  Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum building coverage of 20%.  20.7% is
proposed.

Documentation of the above is on file in
the Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Any interested party may appear at the
hearing, either in person, or by their attor-
ney, and be given an opportunity to be heard
with respect to this application.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.

Colleen Mayer, Secretary
Board of Adjustment

1 T - 1/1/04, The Leader Fee: $40.80

St. Helen’s Reaches
Century Mark in Hoops

The St. Helen’s Westfield girls
eighth grade travel basketball team
set an all-time scoring record by
scoring 109 points on December 20,
breaking last week’s record of 76
points to improve its league record to
2-0 and up its overall record to 6-1.

Erin Miller led the scoring barrage
with 25 points, Alli MacDonald had
21 points, Stephanie Slodycka sank
20 points, Claire Bennett put in 15
points, Gabrielle O’Leary had 14
points, Danielle Infantino netted nine
points and Rose Driscoll had four
points and 14 assists. Charlotte
O’Leary rounded out the scoring with
three points. The team hit eight of 14
from the foul line.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SANDWICHED BY TWO RAIDERS…Blue Devil Jan Coccozziello, No. 30, gets
sandwiched by two Raiders during a rebound attempt. Cocozziello did, how-
ever, lead all scorers with 29 points.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING THE LANE…Senior center Shannon Brown, No. 22, pumped in 11
points for the Vikings. Despite his efforts, the MKA Cougars won, 50-36 in the
first round of the Union Catholic Festival in Scotch Plains.

High School Girls
Basketball Results:

DECEMBER 28:
Good Council (Maryland) 58,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 57 (KSA
Tournament, Orlando, Fla.):

Hillary Klimowicz scored 24 points
and Maura Gillooly put in 11 for the
Raiders in the first round. Down by
six points, the Raiders rallied to take
a 57-56 lead in the fourth quarter, but
Good Council sank a lay up with 12
seconds remaining.
Union Catholic 63, Hillside 32
(Elizabeth Tournament):

Center Lauren Huber fired in 12
points and grabbed eight rebounds
and Katelyn Murray netted 12 points
and seven rebounds for the Vikings
in the consolation game. Ashley
Whittemore put up 11 points and
pulled eight rebounds.
Hillside   8   8   7   9 32
Union Catholic 22   8 28   5 63

Raider Hoopmen Nip
Amityville, NY, 73-72
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School boys basketball team improved
its record to 3-0 with a 73-72, over-
time victory in the Tommy Jacobs
Memorial Games in Lewes, Del. On
December 26. Sophomore Derrick
Caracter sank nine of his 29 points in
overtime to lead the Raiders.

Caracter also grabbed 16 rebounds
and Lance Thomas netted 13 points
and 12 rebounds. Mike Johnson put
in 11 points, Sean Fuller scored 10
points and Mike Walker sank eight.
Amityville   9 17 20 16 10 72
Sc. Pl.-Fnwd 19 12 12 19 11 73

High School Boys
Basketball Results:

DECEMBER 23:
New Providence 48, Union Catholic 43

Greg Crudup led the Vikings with
14 points, Steve Farawell netted 10
points, Shannon Brown sank eight,
Chris Esperon put in six and Mike
Seamon had five. Mike Conte scored
15 points for the Pioneers.
New Providence 11   9   9 19 48
Union Catholic   8 10   5 20 43

Linden 65, Cranford 51
Mike Henderson led the Tigers with

23 points and 12 rebounds and Terrance
Grier sank 24 points for the Cougars.
Cranford 10 15 12 14 51
Linden 15 10 24 16 65

NJILOA to Conduct
Lax Officials Classes
The New Jersey Interscholastic

Lacrosse Officials Association will
be holding cadet classes for prospec-
tive high school boys’ lacrosse offi-
cials beginning in late January.
Classes will be held in several loca-
tions throughout the state.

Upon completion of the class, ca-
det officials are eligible to officiate
high school boys’ lacrosse games.
Candidates must be at least 18 years
old and no prior playing experience is
required. Interested individuals can
register online at www.njiloa.org. For
more information, please call either
(973) 366-1744 or (609) 731-7515.

St. Helen’s Boys Win
Two Hoops Games

The St. Helen’s boys sixth grade
basketball team opened its Metuchen
CYO season with a convincing, 54-
9, win over Our Lady of Fatima in
Perth Amboy. The boys played solid
defense led by Stephen Greet with
four steals. Evan Dobra, Bobby
Oberlander and Jon Brucia led the
offense with eight points each.

In the second game, St. Helen’s
defeated St. Francis, 67-17, featur-
ing tenacious defense by Kevin
Hearon and Matt Daly. The offense
was very successful feeding the big
men, Mike Sheehan, Mike
Fietkiewicz and Pat Sabatino, who
each netted 12 points. www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING AN ARM BAR, CHIN CHANCERY…Blue Devil Chris Johnson
prepares to turn 189-lb James Huezo to his back with an arm bar, chin chancery
maneuver. Johnson won via 16-1, technical fall in 6:00.

IN STRIDE…Irwin Bernstein
strides home in the 800 meters
during the 1995 World Champi-
onships in Buffalo, N.Y.
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CLASSIFIED ADS

WESTFIELD OFFICE
600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 

(908) 233-0065
For all your mortgage 

needs Call ERA Mortgage
 at 888-421-3813

 16 Offices 
Throughout New Jersey

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

CRANFORD $359,900 FANWOOD                                   $489,900 CRANFORD $664,900

MOUNTAINSIDE $499,900

SCOTCH PLAINS $665,000

ROSELLE PARK                              $299,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $634,900

WESTFIELD                                  $519,000 WESTFIELD $929,000

Absolute mint-condition home in perfect location is near Unami
Park.  Includes beautiful hardwood floors, lovely yard with plenty
of room to expand.

Don’t miss this opportunity to own a new home.  Great floor plan
includes 3 Bedrooms, 2.1 baths.  Close to town and schools.

Customize all winter in time for a spring completion.  Two new
homes are coming to your town.  Outstanding craftsmanship,
superior upgrades, beautiful location in a serene setting.  All you
seek is within this home.

Splendid Colonial / Cape Cod offers 5 Bedrooms, 3 full baths,
many new features, large Eat-In Kitchen, Living Room with
fireplace, newer heating, Central Air Conditioning and roof.
Property is 98’ x 124’ and also offers an attached 1-car garage.

Charming Colonial offers 4 Bedrooms, updated Kitchen with
granite counters, updated baths, finished basement with full bath.

Move-In condition, ‘Sterling Chase’ Colonial features 4 Bedrooms
and 2.5 full baths.  Beautifully landscaped property.  Come take a
look!

Pastoral beauty envelops this spacious home offering one floor
living filled with hardwood floors, beamed and cathedral ceilings,
lots of windows, skylights and built-ins.  A newer Eat-In Kitchen,
generous Master Suite and finished basement is enhanced by
towering trees shading a large yare with superb plantings and deck.

A marvelous location, close to schools, town and park enhance
this 5 Bedroom, 3 bath Colonial with hardwood floors, high
ceilings, and moldings.  The Living Room with picture window
and DIning Room with chair rail complement a comfy den, sunny
Eat-In Kitchen and first floor Bedroom.  Ample storage, finished
3rd floor, 2-car garage and a delightful yard completes the setting.

At last!  The long awaited, most anticipated, admired from afar,
first public, pre-completion tour is finally here.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a special
meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held on Wednes-
day, December 24, 2003 the following ordi-
nances entitled:

AN ORDINANCE TO CONVEY
PROPERTY KNOWN AS LOT
25, BLOCK 6102 FROM THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS TO RALPH
CHECCHIO, INDIVIDUAL, IN
CONFORMANCE WITH
N.J.S.A. 40A:12 A – 1 ET SEQ.
AS PART OF THE BROADWAY
TRACT.

AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE
CERTAIN STREETS, INCLUD-
ING STREETS KNOWN AS
WAVERLY PLACE, LIBERTY
STREET AND PORTIONS OF
BROADWAY AND ROLLING
PEAKS WAY AT WHAT IS
CURRENTLY KNOWN AS THE
“BROADWAY TRACT”, TO
CONFORM WITH A CON-
TRACT OF SALE BETWEEN
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS AND BROADWAY AS-
SOCIATES, LLC AND IN CON-
FORMANCE WITH THE AP-
PROVALS OF THE SCOTCH
PLAINS PLANNING BOARD

were duly adopted on second and final
reading.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 1/1/04, The Times Fee: $34.68

PUBLIC NOTICE
FAIRVIEW CEMETERY

ANNUAL MEETING

The Annual Meeting of the Lot Owners of
Fairview Cemetery will be held at the
Cemetary office, 1100 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, Monday, January
26, 2004 at 8:00 P.M., for the election of four
Trustees each for a term of three years, to
succeed Frank J. Abella, Jr., Steven J.
Burke, Franklyn Sullebarger, and Donald
W. MacDonald, whose terms will then ex-
pire and for the transaction of such other
business as may be presented at the meet-
ing.

Richard M. Ralph, Secretary/Treasurer
2T-12/25/03&1/1/04,The LeaderFee: $14.79

Union County Hiking Club
Reveals Weekend Activities

COUNTY – The Union County
Hiking Club has announced its
schedule of events for the first
weekend of the new year.

On Saturday, January 3, a hike
will take place at Turkey Mountain
in Montville. Participants will meet
at 10 a.m. at the Pyramid Mountain
Visitors Center parking lot.

This will be a five-mile hike at a
moderate pace on the yellow trail,
where participants will watch for
wild turkeys. Rain or heavy snow
will cancel the event.

Leader Terry Kulmane may be
reached at (908) 665-2672 or at
terrykayhiker@yahoo.com. Partici-
pants are advised to call the leader
prior to 8:45 a.m. the day of the
hike if they are in doubt about the
weather.

On Sunday, January 4, a hike is
planned at Black River County Park
in Chester. Leader Phyllis Brown
may be reached at (908) 753-8812
(before 9 p.m.) or at
pbrown@ebnet.org.

Participants will meet at 10 a.m.

at the Kay Environmental Center.
They will hike the moderately rug-
ged terrain of Conifer Pass Trail,
from Kay along the Black River,
across Cedar Brook to the Bamboo
Brook Trail and back to Kay.

Individuals are asked to bring
lunch for a mid-hike break at the
center and to anticipate a 2:30 p.m.
finish. Rain will cancel the activity.

If the weather seems too cold, or
if participants are concerned that
trail conditions may not be good,
they may call the leader before 9
p.m. on January 3.

Additionally, a hike is planned
on Sunday at the Watchung Reser-
vation in Mountainside. Leader
Carol McNichol may be reached at
(201) 795-2094 (before 8:30 p.m.)

Participants will meet at 10 a.m.
at the Trailside Nature and Science
Center parking lot on Coles Av-
enue where it intersects with New
Providence Road. This will be a
brisk hike of four to five miles,
with many rough trails. Steady rain
will cancel the activity.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing granted
approval to Ingyu Jeon & Yoosung Kim for a
fence on a corner lot on the property at 95
North Glenwood Road, Fanwood, New Jer-
sey being Block 75 Lot 6.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

Ingyu Jeon & Yoosung Kim
95 North Glenwood Road

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 1/1/04, The Times Fee: $29.58

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
30-Day Sports Schedule

Varsity Wrestling
Head Coach: John Scholz

1/3 Parsippany Hills H 4:00
1/7 Irvington H 5:00
1/9 East Side A 5:00
1/10 Patriot Duals A 9:00
1/14 Cranford H 7:00
1/16 Shabazz A 5:00
1/17 Hanover Pk/Randlph A 4:00
1/21 Westfield A 7:00
1/23 Linden H 5:00
1/24 Roselle Park H 7:00
1/28 Elizabeth H 5:00

Varsity Girls Basketball
Head Coach: Brian Homm

1/3 Hillsborough A 1:00
1/6 M. X. Shabazz A 4:00
1/8 Linden A 4:00
1/10 Union H 1:00
1/15 East Side A 4:00
1/17 Nazareth (Pa) A 7:45
1/20 Elizabeth H 4:00
1/22 Irvington H 4:00
1/24 Cranford H 1:00
1/27 Westfield A 4:00

Varsity Bowling
Head Coach: Jim Mason

1/6 Irvington A 3:20
1/8 Elizabeth A 3:20
1/13 Shabazz A 3:20
1/15 Seton Hall A 3:20
1/20 Plainfield A 3:20
1/22 Union A 3:20

Varsity Swimming
Head Coach: Jessica Hulnik

1/6 Governor Livingston A 5:00
1/29 East Side A 4:00

Varsity Boys Basketball
Head Coach: Dan Doherty

1/3 Hillsborough H 1:00
1/6 M. X. Shabazz H 4:00
1/10 Union A 7:00
1/15 East Side H 4:00
1/17 Kearny H 1:00
1/20 Elizabeth A 4:00
1/24 Cranford A 1:00
1/27 Westfield H 4:00

Westfield High School
30-Day Sports Schedule:

*Subject to change due to weather or other unforeseen inconveniences*

Varsity Bowling
Head Coach: Mike Tirone

1/6 East Side A 3:30
1/8 Linden A 3:30
1/9 Sc. Pl.-Fanwood A 3:30
1/13 Kearny A 3:30
1/15 Livingston A 3:30
1/17 Cen. Jersey Classic A 1:00
1/20 Irvington A 3:30
1/22 Cranford A 3:30

Winter Track
Head Coach: John Martin

1/5 UC Relays A TBA
1/7 Elizabeth A TBA
1/9 Cliff Black Invt’l TBA 4:30
1/14 Drew Invitational A 4:30
1/18 Boys/Girls NJSIAA A 1:30
1/26 UC Championships A TBA

Varsity Swimming
Head Coach: Bruce Johnson &

Jamie Ruszala
1/6 Cranford H 2:30
1/8 East Brunswick A 4:00
1/10 Pirate Invit’l (Boys) A TBA
1/11 Pirate Invtl (Girls) A TBA
1/13 Bishop Ahr (Girls) H 2:30
1/15 Lawrenceville A 4:00
1/17 St. Joseph’s (Boys) H 7:00
1/17 Mount St. Mary (Girls) H TBA
1/23 Elizabeth A 4:00
1/27 CBA H 3:30
1/30 UC Tournanment A TBA
1/31 UC Tournament A TBA

Varsity Girls Basketball
Head Coach: Joseph Marino

1/3 Cranford H 1:00
1/6 Linden A 4:00
1/8 Roxbury H 4:00
1/10 Kearny H 2:00
1/13 Elizabeth A 4:00
1/15 Plainfield H 4:00
1/17 Union H 2:00
1/20 Irvington A 4:00
1/22 East Side A 4:00
1/24 MX Shabazz A 1:00
1/27 Sc. Pl.-Fanwood H 4:00
1/29 Cranford A 4:00
1/31 St. Dominic Academy H 1:00

Varsity Wrestling
Head Coach: Glen Kurz

1/3 BridgeH2O/Franklin A 1:30
1/7 MX Shabazz A 5:30
1/9 Kearny A 5:30
1/14 Elizabeth A 5:30
1/16 Irvington A 5:30
1/17 Madison A 1:00
1/21 Sc. Pl-Fanwood H 5:30
1/23 Plainfield H 5:30
1/24 Millburn A 3:00
1/28 Cranford H 5:30
1/30 Union H 7:00

Varsity Boys Basketball
Head Coach: Kevin Everly

1/3 Cranford A 1:00
1/6 Linden H 4:00
1/10 Kearny A 1:00
1/13 Elizabeth H 4:00
1/17 Union A 1:00
1/20 Irvington A 4:00
1/22 East Side H 4:00
1/24 MX Shabazz H 1:30
1/27 Sc. Pl.-Fanwood A 4:00
1/29 Cranford H 4:00

Atlantic Arsenal Wins
Hoop Heaven League
The Atlantic Arsenal under-11 boys

basketball team, based in Westfield,
recently finished in first place in the
Hoop Heaven fall league. The fifth
graders played against predominantly
sixth grade teams and posted a 7-2
regular-season record.

During Christmas week, the Arse-
nal competed in the Santa Scamper
Holiday Tournament at Asbury Park
and swept all three games against the
Jersey Shore Lightning, Jackson and
West Long Branch.

The team consists of select players
from different towns. John Serzan,
Evan Gingrich and Sean Siburn hail
from Westfield. The New Providence
players include Jack Cole, PJ Vigi-
lante, Joey Meyers and Greg
Thomson. Jordan Toczynski comes
from Iselin, Brendan Holderread is
from Cranford and Sam Butensky is
from Livingston.

P/T HOUSEKEEPER WANTED

Light housework, transportation
(must have own car), mornings /
late afternoons, flexible weekly
schedule. Great opportunity.

Call (908) 868-2284

FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
OVERSIZED 2 CAR GARAGE

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY,
SAFE, SECURE LOCATION,

IDEAL FOR STORAGE
$250.00/M

Call Lori (973) 397-3541

PIANO LESSONS

TEACHING SINCE 1970
(908) 889-4095

AUTO FOR SALE

95 Pontiac Grand Prix,
4-Door, Green, Low Mileage,

Excellent Condition.
Best Offer

Call (908) 665-2527

POOL TABLE

Like New! Complete with all
accessories, Pool sticks, etc.

Best Offer
(908) 665-2527

 APARTMENT FOR RENT

Large bright 2 Bed Apt. in Westfield.
W/D, LR, sun rm, breakfast nook,
fireplace, very quiet. Short
walk to Train/Bus/Town, Abundant
Closet/Storage space. Must see.
Please call: (908) 789-9102.

CHRISTMAS EVE... Players with the Stanley Cup Champion New Jersey
Devils hockey team brought some holiday cheer to patients at Children’s
Specialized Hospital in Mountainside. Jeff Friesen, Turner Stevenson and Colin
White presented patients with autographed team jerseys, photos, calendars and
magnets and posed for photos. Pictured (from left) are Stevenson, White and
Friesen with patient Kevin West of Plainfield.

Local Runners Shine
For Seton Hall Prep

A.J. DeRose of Mountainside and
Patrick Muldoon of Westfield were
key runners on the No. 11-ranked
Seton Hall Prep Cross Country team
that won the Essex County Champi-
onship and the Iron Hills Conference
Championship. The Pirates also
placed second in the N.J. Catholic
Track Conference meet, took third in
the NJSIAA Parochial A Champion-
ship race and finished 10th at the
N.J.S.I.A.A. Meet of Champions.

DeRose, a junior, and Muldoon, a
sophomore, both were selected to
All Star Teams. DeRose has been
named First Team All Essex County
and First Team All Iron Hills Confer-
ence and Third Team All Parochial
and Muldoon has been named Sec-
ond Team All Essex County and Sec-
ond Team All Iron Hills Conference.

FINISHING FIRST IN HOOPS…The Atlantic Arsenal U11 boys basketball team
finished first in the Hoop Heaven fall league. Pictured, left to right, are: front row;
John Serzan, Evan Gingrich, Joe Meyers and Jordan Toczynski; back row, PJ
Vigilante, Greg Thomson, Sean Siburn, Jack Cole and Brendan Holderread.

Leonardis Completes
Field Hockey for FDU
Kristen Leonardis, of Westfield,

has completed four years of varsity
field hockey for Farleigh Dickinson
University (Florham Park Campus).
Leonardis has amassed several
awards during her career.

In 2003, Leonardis scored 21 goals,
placing her in the top-10 in Division
3. Additionally, she was selected First
Team MAC Conference and was
named to the Mid Atlantic (South
Region) Second Team. Last year, she
also made the MAC First Team and
in 2001 she was named to the MAC
Second Team.

Schmiede Tree Company
Celebrates 50th Anniversary
SCOTCH PLAINS – Martin

Schmiede, the founder of the Schmiede
Tree Expert Co. started his horticul-
tural training in European nurseries
and forestry schools. He received his
degree in forestry landscape construc-
tion and landscape architecture in 1948
in Hamburg, Germany.

Upon his arrival to the United States in
1952 he was able to use his knowledge in
horticulture to start his own business.

The Schmiede Company did exten-
sive landscape construction work at
the St. Patrick’s Cathedral grounds and
Rockefeller Center in New York, plant-
ing and maintaining large trees, includ-
ing the maintenance of the Rockefeller
Center Christmas tree.

In 1961 Mr. Schmiede received his
license as a State certified Tree Expert.
He has been a frequent guest speaker
for garden clubs, the Old Guard, girl
scouts and other civic organizations.

Mr. Schmiede’s son, Walter, received
his state license as a tree expert in 1998.

Mr. Schmiede attributes half a century
of success in suck a seasonal business to
finding that place in the road where prepa-
ration and opportunities meet, but most
of all, hard work. He views a bright future
through the energetic and innovative ef-
forts of his son Walter.

Schmiede is headquartered at 2295
South Avenue in Scotch Plains. The
can be found on the web at
schmiedetree.com.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield Apartment on the
Boulevard, one block from
trainstation, fully furnished, 3rd floor,
no pets, couple or one person,
$1,500.00. Call (908) 233-5741
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Concepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtSP-Fanwood High School Principal Dr. Heisey
Announces Honor Rolls for First Marking Pd.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Dr. David
Heisey, Principal of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, recently an-
nounced the names of students placed
on the High Honor Roll and Regular
Honor Roll for the First Marking
Period of the 2003-2004 academic
term.

To qualify for the High Honor
Roll, students must attain straight
“A”s if he/she is taking four or five
subjects, or at least five “A”s and a
maximum of one “B”.

Honor Roll students must receive
no mark less than a “B” and at least
three “A”s.

HIGH HONOR ROLL
41 FRESHMEN

Yeershati Ahati Allison Hoynes-O’Connor
Courtney Berger Matthew Huether
Lisa Bloom Magda Isack
Kendall Boyda Ashley Jacobi
Allison Brown Catherine Kaiserman
Colin Campbell Eric Kaufman
Diana Chaves Brittany Larkin
Inbar Cohen Kirsten Mandala
Marissa Crawford Simone March
Grant Darwin Julie Meurer
Karina De Mair Kimberly Molnar
Laurel Devlin Poojaben Patel
Jessica Estriplet Michelle Sanghera
Morgan Finkel Tovi Spero
Jennifer Gaglioti Stacey Tanguy
Damian Gibbs Stephen Wallden
Genevieve Gilroy Eric Wasserman
Mitchell Gorbunoff Kenneth Wasserman
Casey Griffin Lauren Weissbrod
Helen Han Kimberly Wellinger

Jason Zelesnik
HONOR ROLL
91 FRESHMEN

Jessica Abrantes Lauren Mains
Lauryn Adams Amanda Makowski
Kimberlee Appezzato Edward Mann
Lauren Aylward Sarah Marable
Kristen Barry Courtney McCoy
Gregory Bayard Lauren Messina
Samantha Bendik Magda Mierzejewska
Gabrielle Berman Patrick Mineo
Shyam Bhojani Nikki Moses
Amanda Bobyack Colin Moynihan
Cathleen Carr Michael Muller
Ana Castillo Martin Njoroge
Ashley Castore Talia Nudell
Nikolai Chowdhury Erin O’Connor
Andrew Cohen Anthony Osterman
Alex Cvetovich Jonathan Parisi
Christina DeFeo Tiffany Pasko
Anh Dinh Christopher Pflaum
Annie Dong Jeffrey Pober
Molly Forman Portia Price
Kelly Frazee Christopher Rau
Daisy Fung Heather Rodriguez
Brittany Fusillo Andrea Rosko
Briana Giasullo Kyle Rowbotham
Michael Goland Maetal Rozenberg
Christina Guibas James Sacca
Andrew Haggan Marykathryn Schiller
Jai Hawkins Laurynn Scholar
Justin Jaichon Bari Schwarz
Austin Jefferson Sean Scott
Cristin Joy Alexandra Sebolao
Brittany Kane Ryan Sharkey
Melissa Kliesch Michael Sherman
David Kopylov Amanda Shukla
Maggie Kosciolek Andre Smith
Colleen La Forge Angela Smith
Rachel Levy Lauren Spirko
Jessica Lieberman Katherine Stamler
Daniel Long Ian Starker
Jaclyn Lopez Megan Swick
Christopher Luby Vincent Vicari
Joy Lucey Arianna Williams
Jillian Lusk Allison Zazzali
Kathryn Magalhaes Caleb Zimmerman

Jennifer Zimmerman

HIGH HONOR ROLL
34 SOPHOMORES

Allison Abbott Joseph Fallon
James Alfano Andrew Gibson
Saif Alzoobaee David Ginsberg
Faye Bi Kristen Henkels
Michael Bonacum Gary Herzberg
Elizabeth Bourchtein Catherine Jahn
Kara Brass Kelli Kaskiw
Gregory Bruno Meaghan Kelly
Robert Burke, Jr. Matthew Linsenberg
Cleo Chou Andrew Lipstein
Deirdre Clark Rebecca McGuire
Erin Crawford David Mecca
Neil Dalal Raunaq Palejwala

Caitlin Delaney Danielle Porter
Carolyn Di Prospero Stacey Subbie
Briana Falco Katherine Van Haasteren
Gabrielle Falco Katerina Wong

HONOR ROLL
82 SOPHOMORES

Claudia Ahiabor Joshua Green
Christine Albanese-DeMair Jonathan Greenspan
Colleen Baines Keila Guzman
Candace Barnes Sarah Halpern
Jennifer Bauer Lauren Hercel
Cheryl Beqaj Patrina Hillman
Marisa Bianco Matthew Hirschhorn
Daniel Bodenstein Chelsea Holloway
Sarah Boffa Daniel Ingram
Daniel Bugg Joseph Jacobi
Courtney Burke Elizabeth Jacobs
Michele Calvo Krista Kazmierkiewic
Matthew Canfield Kristen Kersey
Julianne Carman Alexa Knox
Maxwell Carow Danielle Koch
Derrick Chen Melissa Koerner
Yvonne Chen Katelyn Kosenick
Amy Chervenyak Caroline Lazur
Soo Cho Jessica Levine
Jessica Churgin Dana Levinson
Sarah Cohen Ian McNally
Athena Coyt Kellie Meehan
Jack Davis Travis Morgan
Robert Dawson Jeffrey Mullen
Joshua Decker Devang Patel
Kathryn Devlin Ronald Petty
Aaron Doliber Marleny Romano
Megan Domenick Chelsea Rowe
Kelly Dougher Thomas Ruggieri
Caitlin Driscoll Natalie Sanchez
Michelle Dsurney Kara Sang
Kristin Dyson Samantha Savino
Danielle Egan Katherine Schreiber
Matthew Ferrara Amira Selim
Craig Fischbein Barry Shapiro
Michael Fragna Katherine Thompson
Shemane Fritz Emily Wallden
Brian Glassett Colin Weber
Andrew Goldberg Matthew Wetlesen
Viktoriya Gorbach Andrew Wong
Jeremy Grau Joshua Zinman

HIGH HONOR ROLL
31 JUNIORS

Robert Bethea Nora Isack
Carlene Bronikowski Stephanie King
Matthew Capodicasa Rebecca Koransky
Elise De Vries Daniel La Forge
Daniel Deegan Nora Lacko
David DeMair Jennifer Marcketta
Elizabeth Elko Amy Mills
Marc Fabiano Jamie Quale
Alexandra Fredas Sean Robinson
Mareike Friess William Rollins
Kerry Gander Joanna Rosenberg
Johanna Ghabour Justin Rowinsky
Laura Harrison Mary Shashaty
Denise Horn Brittany Speer
Casey Hoynes-O’Connor Erica Stuppler

Katie Zaleski
HONOR ROLL
91 JUNIORS

Daniel Aronds Yuney Lio
Jenna Balestriere Jonathan Lorenzini
Lisa Bereznak Sean Mahoney
Briana Berry Megan Makely
Jessica Binkiewicz Luke Makowski
Daniel Birnbaum Nicole Malchow
Matthew Bonasia John Maloney
Jesse Bruch Marissa Mastroianni
Jenny Burke Luis Mata
Ashley Burrows Christopher Mattern
Krystina Byron Kelly McManus
Amanda Cameron Jessica Moore
Tayler Cianciotta Katherine Newcomer
Jaclyn Costa Feyisola Ogunfemi
Christopher D’Annunzio Vanessa Okoro
Elizabeth De Cataldo Jasmine Pagan
Jacquelin De John Michael Paraboschi
Christine De Luca Ankit Patel
Alexa Di Giorgio Lauren Perrotta
Michael Dinizo Brooke Price
Rachel Dolgin Sarah Quale
Janee Easley Joshua Rogowsky
Christopher Finan Michelle Rojas
Kelsey Foy Christina Roth
Jeannette Franzone Kyle Rzonca
Erin Gallagher Jeremy Sanders
Christine Gillie Anthony Saraceno
Rachel Goor Laura Schwahl
Karina Gotliboym Sarah Schwartz
Nicole Hagerty Rebekah Sedwin
Eddie Han Alyssa Shea
David Hauptman Michael Sheffield
Laura Henderson Samuel Slaugh
Abraham Hiatt Sean Smith
Christopher Huether Bradley Stanek
Renee Jennings Michelle Swick
Daniel Kaiserman Nicole Tanguy

Steven Kazmierkiewic Ryan Thompson
Hillary Klimowicz Sean Varsolona
Jessica Knierim Jennifer Villas
Stephanie Koleda Heather Vitollo
Jason Krueger Amanda Walker
Steven Kuza Laura Webb
Robert Lasher Carly Wells
Liliana Lee Laura Yi

HIGH HONOR ROLL
49 SENIORS

Flora Alexander Karen Lucey
Kathryn Anaczkowski Joseph Malchow
Ryan Aspell Laura Manzi
Kathryn Bantz Jenna Marionni
Andre Baruch John Meade
Sara Beckerman Andrea Meyer
Erica Bloom Jessie Montllor
Judith Brown Jessica Neuringer
Jessica Cavanaugh Scott Pober
Caryn Feder Varun Ponmudi
Amanda Frank Matthew Powers
Robert Fusco Christopher Russo
Roseann Ghabour Allyson Salisbury
Hannah Greenspan Tracy Salmon
Irisa Grimes Kristin Schardien
Lauren Haertlein Jeanne Schneider
David Harris Victoria Shelus
Ashley Jones Erin Sullivan
Cheryl Kaplun Stephen Tavares
Kara Kaskiw Dustin Tenenbaum
Kristyn Kosovan Adriana Toro
Joshua Liss Jacyln Tumolo
Andrew Loomis Nancy Twu
Kimberly Lorenzini Christopher Wallden

Sara Woods
HONOR ROLL
82 SENIORS

Jeane Adams Robert Maroney

Meral Akyuz Joseph Matrale
Ricardo Arocha Zachary McGuire
Charles Bachi Kyla Mendes
Kyle Baker Daniel Metzger
Nina Baker Amanda Miller
Danielle Bartley Chelsea Mintz
Kerolos Bernaba Scott Moynihan
Travis Boff Meridane Nitro
Kristen Bover Yoav Nudell
Heather Caldora Hyojin Park
Daniel Chase Kristopher Piccola
Rupnath Chattopadhyay Jillian Prefach
Ashley Cocuzza Christina Rosa
Eileen Cole Guillermo Rozenblat
Sean Colvin Jasmine Ruffin
Eric Connolly Joseph Ruggiero
Lauren Conway Rosanna Ryskasen
Steven Cooney Barie Salmon
Adam Corbin Juliana Sams
Alyson Di Fiore Erica Schwarz
Michael Dsurney Alyssa Scizak
Kathleen Feeley Tara Shashaty
Dani Finkel Caitlin Shevlin
Lauren Fox Michael Sodomora
Hoi Yan Fung Benjamin Solomon
Kristi Gayara Danielle Stanley
Allison Gebler Christine Sullivan
Michael Hessemer Landzy Theodore
Neil Hingorani Michael Thompson
Theresa Jahn Steven Thompson
Marielle Kamouh Camille Tiangco
Timothy Karis Jonathan Wagner
Joshua Kay Michael Walsh
Jamie Kaye Daniel Wasserman
Jessica Kim Talia Weinberg
Brian Kopnicki Matthew Wellinger
Ilya Laskin Allison Williams
Morgan Larkin Shanayia Willis
Krystal Libutti Aleza Zimmerman
Laura Manziano Kathryn Zinman

WHS Will Remain Open
Half-Day on January 19

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School (WHS) students will attend
school for a four-hour session on Mon-
day, January 19, the day on which Dr.
Martin Luther King’s birthday is ob-
served.

On Tuesday evening, December 16,
following the recommendation of Super-
intendent of Schools Dr. William Foley,
the Westfield Board of Education voted
to schedule a four-hour day on January
19 from 7:30 a.m. to 12:24 p.m. for all
WHS students.

Dr. Foley’s recommendation was
based on the unique situation WHS is
in this year, leaving the school with
only one reserved “snow” day.

The 2003-2004 school calendar was
created with three built-in snow days.
One snow day was used to help make
up for the three days that the high
school remained closed in September

due to construction delays.
The other two days will be made up

on Tuesday, February 17 (the second
day of President’s weekend) and Mon-
day, June 21 (the day of graduation),
when high school students will be at-
tending school.

The Board of Education revised the
calendar to open school on these days
for high school students only. These
changes were published as a contin-
gency in the original calendar and ap-
proved by the board.

On September 19, area schools were
closed when Hurricane Isabel hit New
Jersey.

“I now face the prospect of entering
January and February with only one
snow day for the high school and few
options short of reducing the spring
break if we face a significant snow
storm,” stated Dr. Foley.

“I felt the prudent thing to do was to
add another day to the high school calen-
dar so we will have less difficulty meet-
ing the 180 school day requirement,”
explained Dr. Foley. “This will give the
high school students two snow days in
the calendar, the same as our elementary
and intermediate students.”

Westfield High School will provide
students with opportunities to recognize
Dr. King’s legacy while in class the morn-
ing of January 19. Since classes will end
at 12:24 p.m., students and faculty will be
able to participate in the march from Bethel
Baptist Church and the ceremonies at the
United Methodist Church of Westfield on
North Avenue at 1 p.m. Intermediate and
elementary schools will remain closed
that day.

Dr. Foley contacted the Martin Luther
King, Jr. Association of Westfield, of
which he is a member, and consulted
with other members prior to making
his recommendation to the board.

Open House Planned
At St. Agnes School
CLARK – St. Agnes School in

Clark will host an Open House on
Thursday, January 8, at 7 p.m. for
parents who are interested in learn-
ing more about the school, which is
located at 342 Madison Hill Road.

The co-educational school
serves students in Pre-Kindergar-
ten through eighth grade.

For more information, please
call (732) 381-0850.

Children Executive Skills
Assessment Set February 12

GENEROUS STUDENTS...Two van loads of new clothing, toys, toiletries and
food were collected by sixth graders at Edison Intermediate School in Westfield
this holiday season. The items were purchased for individuals in need, particu-
larly the elderly, who reside in Union County. Each of the 10 sixth grade
homerooms adopted a family to assist. The students also made holiday cards and
gift wrapped the boxes filled with  things to keep the people warm, both
physically and emotionally, this winter, according to Edison Intermediate
School Counselor Kerri Hecker. “The staff at Edison is so proud of the sixth
graders,” added Ms. Hecker. “They have shown great compassion, generosity
and empathy for others.”

O’Neill of WF Braves
Semester in Rainforests

First Trimester Honor Roll
Reported at Seton Hall Prep
AREA – Seton Hall Preparatory

School in West Orange has revealed
the First Trimester Honor Roll, which
includes students from Westfield and
Scotch Plains.

To qualify for First Honors, stu-
dents must have a grade point aver-
age above 4.0. Second Honors is
given to pupils with grade point av-
erages between 3.5 and 4.0. To be
considered Commended, students
must earn between a 3.0 and 3.49
grade point average.

Westfielders Andrew Pusar, Kevin
Smith and Zachary Sproull received
First Honors. Andrew is an 11th
grader, Kevin is a 10th grader and
Zachary is in the ninth grade.

Tenth graders Nicholas Colucci
and Patrick Muldoon, and 12th grader
Brandon Pantano, all of Westfield,
earned Second Honors, while
Brendan Connolly, a 12th grader from
Westfield, was Commended.

Scotch Plains residents and 10th
graders Matthew Anderson and Juan-
Anton Velarde joined 11th grader
Mark Zabel in receiving First Honors.

MOUNTAINSIDE — Children’s
Specialized Hospital presents “Execu-
tive Skills in Children and Adolescents:
Assessment and Interventions” at 8:30
a.m. on Thursday, February 12,  at
Children’s Mountainside facility, 150
New Providence Road, Mountainside.

The workshop is designed for speech
& language pathologists, occupational
therapists, teachers, special educators,
school psychologists and child psy-
chologists. Executive skills refer to the
cognitive processes required to plan
and organize activities, including task
initiation and follow through, working
memory, sustained attention, perfor-
mance monitoring, inhibition of im-
pulses, self-regulation, and goal di-
rected persistence.

As students move through school,
increasing demands are placed on these
skills. They are at the heart of what is
seen as independent problem solving,
goal directed persistence and motiva-
tion. Students with executive skill defi-
cits have problems in all these domains.

As a result, they require a high
degree of external structure, assis-
tance with planning and cueing for
task initiation and follow through.

The workshop will present an ex-
planation of executive skills with
examples of how they are manifested
in daily performance at home and at
school. Techniques for assessing ex-
ecutive skills will be presented in-
cluding interviews, questionnaires,
observations and tests.

Peg Dawson, Ed.D. and Richard
Guare, Ph.D. will present the pro-
gram. Dawson is a former school
psychologist now on staff with the
Center for Learning and Attention
Disorders in Portsmouth, New Hamp-

shire where she specializes in the
assessment of children with learning
and attention disorders. Guare is a
neuropsychologist and currently
serves as director of the Center for
Learning and Attention Disorders.

A $225 registration fee is required
and the registration deadline is Janu-
ary 29. For additional information,
please call Education Resources, Inc.
at 800-487-6530.

Laura Goscicki Earns
Dean’s List Recognition

SCOTCH PLAINS — Laura
Goscicki, a junior at the State Uni-
versity of New York at New Paltz,
has achieved Dean’s List status for
the fall 2003 semester with a 3.87
index.

Laura is double majoring in Art
History and Studio Art and this is her
fourth semester on the Dean’s List.
Upon graduation, she hopes to pur-
sue a career at a major art museum.

SANTA’S VISIT...Santa delights the children with his annual visit to Westminster
Preschool in Fanwood as the three year olds in Mrs. Tanguy’s class tell him their
wishes.

NEWLY-INDUCTED….Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS) Princi-
pal David Heisey offers welcoming remarks at the recent induction ceremony
for the school’s new chapter of the National Honor Society, as President Joanna
Rosenberg, Vice President Michelle Swick, Secretary Laura Henderson, Trea-
surer Lauren Perrotta, and Chapter Advisor Maureen Basta prepare for the
induction of 34 students at the school.

SPFHS Students Inducted
Into Reestablished Society

SCOTCH PLAINS — Thirty-four
students from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) were inducted
into membership in the National Honor
Society in a ceremony held recently at
the school.

These new members were selected
by a faculty council for meeting high
standards of scholarship, service, lead-
ership, and character.

Students inducted were Jenny Burke,
Aliza Burns, Matthew Capodicasa,
Celina Chaves, Christopher D’Annunzio,
Daniel Deegan, Janee Easley, Elizabeth
Elko, Alexandra Fredas, Johanna
Ghabour, Karina Gotliboym, Eddie Han,
Laura Henderson, Nora Isack, Stephanie
King, Rebecca Koransky, Jason Krueger,
Sean Mahoney, Christopher Mattern,
Vanessa Okoro, Lauren Perrotta,
Michelle Regg, Joanna Rosenberg, Jus-
tin Rowinsky, Jeremy Sanders, Anthony
Saraceno, Mary Shashaty, Samuel
Slaugh, Brittany Speer, Erica Stuppler,
Chloe Sundstrom, Michelle Swick,
Nicole Tanguy, and Katie Zaleski.

“National Honor Society members are
chosen for their exemplary contributions
to the school and community,” Chapter
Advisor Maureen Basta noted.

“They are expected to continue to
uphold the standards they have set in
the areas of scholarship, service, lead-
ership, and character,” she added.

The induction ceremony was an espe-
cially proud event for the SPFHS com-
munity as it reopened a school chapter of
the National Honor Society that had not
been active since 1969.

“This school and community seek to
honor excellence in all phases of stu-
dent life,” stated Ms. Basta, “and rec-
ognizing student accomplishments
through National Honor Society mem-
bership is a very important way to do
that.”

State Assemblywoman Linda
Stender delivered a keynote address at
the induction ceremony and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Carol Choye offered con-
gratulatory remarks.

Other participants in the induction
ceremony included SPFHS Principal
Dr. David Heisey, Assistant Principal
Ed Braun, and a student choir that
performed “Whether Men Do Laugh
or Weep” by V. Williams.

The National Honor Society, spon-
sored by the National Association of
Secondary School Principals, ranks as
one of the oldest and most prestigious
national organizations for high school
students. Chapters exist in more than 60
percent of the nation’s high schools.

WESTFIELD – Sean O’Neill of
Westfield surfed Central America and
hiked the mountains in a Costa Rican
rainforest as part of the Costa Rica
Rainforest Outward Bound School
(CRROBS) from September to No-
vember.

The 18-year-old Westfield High
School student arrived in Costa Rica
in September. Until November 21,
he surfed the Costa Rican beaches,
spent time with the local residents
living in the rainforest’s village
homestays, and completed a number
of community service projects in
Central America.

While participating in these ac-
tivities, O’Neill learned about tropi-
cal natural history, Latin American
history, rainforest ecology, group
leadership and Spanish. He spent 70
days and nights in the remote jungles
and beaches with several other par-
ticipants.

DECA Students Brighten
Spirits at Annual Party

HOLIDAY GENEROSITY…Members of the Franklin Elementary School staff
and family participated in the Caring and Sharing project, which provides gifts
and money during the holiday season to needy families in town. Students, parents
and staff have contributed to the program for several years as a way to help the
community. The school also donated many new movies to a group home for
mentally challenged adults. Pictured, left to right, are: back row, Jackie Cash,
Cathy Kattak, Lillian Corsi, Earl Tankard, and front row, Joanne Greene.

SCOTCH PLAINS — A red-suited
Santa and a “DECA Toy Store”
marked the festivities at the 13th
annual Holiday Party for children of
the Union County Interfaith Council
on December 17.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School DECA Chapter, an associa-
tion of marketing students, spon-
sored this event. The party was held
at the Crescent Avenue Presbyterian
Church in Plainfield.

Community donations from the
annual Toy Drive and an overwhelm-
ing response to the Adopt-A-Family
program made it possible for DECA
to distribute many gifts for 19 local
families in need.

Senior DECA member Ryan We-
ber assumed the role of Santa Claus,
giving out presents to over 20 chil-
dren to ensure a wonderful holiday

season for them and their loved ones.
“Nothing says ‘Christmas’ like the

bright eyes and wide smile of a child,”
said Ryan.

In addition to Santa Claus, DECA
simulated a store setting so the chil-
dren could buy and wrap additional
presents for their parents, who also
attended the event. The children
played games such as musical chairs
and pin-the-tail on the donkey, snacked
on treats, and played with their gifts.

DECA Advisor Dan Margolis
deemed the Holiday Party, which
was run by DECA Public Relations
coordinators Katie Bantz, Nick Bruno
and Liz Elko, a huge success.

“This was a great way to end the
2003 year,” said Mr. Margolis. “We’re
looking forward to planning more
community service activities in
2004.”
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SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Union Catholic High School
Performing Arts Company in
Scotch Plains recently presented
Arsenic and Old Lace as its fall
production.

The cast of characters in-
cluded Joe Torella as Mortimer
Brewster, Liz Morasso as Abby,
Christine Bowman as Martha,
Vinny Napolitano as Teddy and
Joe Palinsky as Jonathan.

Playing in supporting roles
were Eddie Hernandez, Charles
Defendorf, Kazimierz Filus,
Dennis Frazier, Alexandra
Johnson, Eddie Kuspiel, Chris
Noble, Danny Palinsky and John
Rotondo.

Cheri and Rob Addison spear-
headed the technical crew which
recreated the 1940s quaint Vic-
torian home in Brooklyn.

Arsenic and Old Lace is
UCHS’s second fall production,
following last year’s Barefoot in
the Park. The musical Pippin
will be presented in the spring of
2004.

MMMMMona Lisa Sona Lisa Sona Lisa Sona Lisa Sona Lisa Smile:mile:mile:mile:mile:
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 & ½ POPCORNS

It would be interesting to know how
we’d react to Julia Roberts if we had
never seen her before this rather nice
little performance in Mona Lisa Smile.
Granted, director Mike Newell’s film
about Women’s Lib, or, more’s the point,
the lack of it at Wellesley College, circa
1953, is a far from perfect look into the
mores and folkways of that famed insti-
tution for women.

Still, it is a hopeful and studiously
polite reminder that filmmakers occa-
sionally do try to make movies that
are actually about something. And in
this low key but high-minded envi-
ronment, Roberts gets to strut her
thespic stuff without racing up to cen-
ter-stage, beaming her million candle-
power teeth and beating us into star
struck submission with her cheerleader
pompoms.

Don’t worry...she’s still the heroine,
and in a rather stereotypical way at
that. We wouldn’t want her diehard
fans, who watch Pretty Woman (1990)
at least once a week, to go completely
cold turkey. So think Goodbye, Mr.
Chips (1939) and every film since about
a newcomer teacher, at first rejected by
her antagonistic young charges, but
who eventually, well, you know the
drill.

At the dawn of the Rock ‘n’ Roll era,
you saw the drama played out New York
City style in Blackboard Jungle (1955).
Later, set in England, Sidney Poitier
taught us a few things in To Sir with
Love (1967). In more recent memory,
Robin Williams won kudos for his por-
trayal of the charismatic instructor in
Dead Poets Society (1989).

There have been numerous other varia-
tions on the theme in-between these
iconic mileposts of the genre. And more
likely than not, after a while Mona Lisa
Smile will quietly slip in among the less
famous of the phylum. But for now, as a
welcome respite from the cacophony of
bigger but not necessarily better at the
Bijou, you could do worse than to take in
this comfortable little bit of sociology.

Also to recommend the thoughtful
film is a very handsome demonstration
of ensemble acting by a veritable who’s
who of today’s top ingenues. Playing
the rather privileged young ladies who
give our Katherine Watson (Julia Rob-
erts) a run for her money are, Julia Stiles
as Joan Brandwyn, who dares not di-
vulge her secret desire to attend law
school; Maggie Gyllenhaal as Giselle
Levy, the dorm wild card, and Kirsten
Dunst as Betty Warren, self-appointed
representative of everything she thinks
Wellesley stands for. Their trials and
tribulations serve as the subtext.

Anticipate no big surprises. But do
expect the screenplay by Lawrence
Konner and Mark Rosenthal to offer
good, solid meditation on matters of
class, duty, and how we view our place
in society.

Katherine Watson arrives on campus
bright-eyed and bushy-tailed, perhaps
not intending at first to be viewed as a
threat to the status quo. But rumors
spread quickly. For one thing, her pedi-
gree reads strictly Bourgeoisie. Sec-
ondly, she is decidedly single. Among
the swells at Wellesley, that in itself is
eyebrow-raising news.

Furthermore, the new art history in-
structor, B.A., Oakland State; M.A.,
UC at Berkeley, is reportedly just fresh
from a torrid affair with William Holden,
or so the gossip says. At a minimum, she
is seen as liberal. The more reactionary
deem her subversive. And class hasn’t
even begun yet.

Admittedly, Katherine is a bit of a
paradox. On the one hand, her big wish
has always been to teach at a great
college. But on the other, she is a
women’s libber a good decade before
the term is in vogue. So why Wellesley?
She rails against traditional roles for
women. Surely the smart young teacher
would have known that she’d be going
against the grain here. Had reform at the
stodgy citadel of higher learning been
her primary stated purpose, rather than
the offshoot, there wouldn’t be this
little flaw. And then, without it perhaps
there would be no tale to tell. So, for the
sake of a story otherwise well acted and
brimming with good intentions, we al-
low it.

Thus, on day one, culture shock en-
sues. The students are accomplished
beyond her expectations. In fact, they’ve
all read the text prior to the first class.
And yet, practically without exception,
it is soon obvious to Katherine that each
gal’s single-minded ambition is to be a
wife and mother. Seeing what she’s up
against, she aptly despairs: “I wanted to
teach tomorrow’s leaders...not their
wives.”

On first blush, the art historian thinks
all she need do is enlighten the young
women...free them from their expected
shackles, so to speak. Surely then they’ll
beat a path to the U.S. Senate, the Su-
preme Court and the board rooms of the
Fortune 500. But things are a bit more
complicated than that.

In other words, translating the meta-
phor to Katherine’s discoveries in Up-
per Crust Land, at Wellesley there is no
financial urgency for change. Unlike
the middle class, caught up in the sweep-
ing socioeconomic changes wrought
by World War II, two jobs won’t be
needed to take home what was once
earned by one. No tacit public relations
campaign proffering the virtues of a
two-income family will be necessary to
amend old attitudes. Because quite
frankly, the old attitudes apparently still
work here.

The more vociferous of the young
ladies consider Katherine’s feminist in-
cursions presumptuous. They resent be-
ing pitied as antediluvian pariahs. And
anyway, what Katherine doesn’t realize
is that the rich have never needed an
invitation to buck convention.

History is loaded with patrician ma-
demoiselles who, when the notion arose,
stepped out of assumed stereotypes and
demonstrated their excellence in pur-
suits normally thought to be the domain
of men. Hence, Watson learns that toler-
ance is a two-way street.

Nonetheless, the times they are a chang-
ing. So even if it’s strictly a case of
Hollywood irony meant to please our
dramatic vanity, Katherine does make an
impact. Alas, the middle class is once
again society’s savior. When you learn
who among the Wellesley women ulti-
mately benefits from Roberts’ Norma Rae
to the moneyed set, Mona Lisa Smile is
likely to cause a self-satisfied grin.

Lord & Taylor in Westfield, who
recently lost a coworker in a pe-
destrian accident, reached out be-
yond their grief and donned funny
holiday hats and danced to carols
over the lively crowds.

There is something delightful
about Westfield during the holi-
days. I can’t quite put it into
words. As an out-of-towner, I’ve
valued the hamlet’s uniqueness
since the shimmering cards I
bought as a child at Lancaster,
Ltd. and Jeanette’s (formerly on
East Broad Street) to the snowy
mountains I climbed to get to the
stairs of the Westfield Post Office
to mail cards as an adult. Folks
return your smiles, aren’t afraid
to say “Merry Christmas” and
open the doors for those laden
with bags and packages. There
are few places in this world where
such genuine humanity can be
found.

Though I might be an “honor-
ary Westfield resident,” there is no
place like home, which is what
Westfield will always be.

To the woman with the bruised
ankle and the Grandma who is
still healing from the scathing re-
marks of the Macy’s cashier, I
hope you had a “Merry Christ-
mas.” Not “Happy Holidays” or
“May your winter/season be
bright.” But, may we always strive
to treat one another with a little
more Christ-like behavior in the
coming year.

Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Need to make last minute, New
Year’s Eve plans? There may still
be seats available for these events…

*  *  *  *  *
The State Theatre’s New Year’s

Eve Operafest, featuring the
Princeton Symphony Orchestra,
will be held at 8 p.m. in New
Brunswick. Besides the music of
Puccini, Mozart, Lehár, Strauss,
and more, performed by a quartet
of singers backed by the orchestra,
you will receive a complimentary
glass of champagne. Tickets are
$25 to $55, and there may be some
left if you hurry. Call toll free: 1-
877-STATE 11.

*  *  *  *  *
The Greater Trenton Trenton

Symphony Orchestra’s New
Year’s Eve Concert will also be-
gin at 8 p.m. at the War Memorial
Theater, West Lafayette and Bar-
racks Streets in Trenton. For ticket
information, call (609) 984-8484.

*  *  *  *  *
You could schlep into New York

City for Madison Square
Garden’s Jane’s Addiction and
Marilyn Manson New Year’s Eve
Show. It starts at 9 p.m. and
tickets are $42.50 to $125. Visit
h t tp :www. thegarden .com/
boxoffice.jsp for more informa-
tion. You will probably miss the
opportunity to be in Times Square
to see the ball drop, but they just
might show it onscreen. Alterna-
tively, at the same site, you can
attend Madison Square Garden
New Year’s Eve 2004. This black-
tie optional event boasts dozens
of live televisions, 10 bars and
four DJs, buffet tables, top shelf
liquor and complimentary vodka
for larger parties. Here, they will
definitely show the ball drop.
Call (212) 366-0753.

*  *  *  *  *
For a light-hearted night of

laughs, The Stress Factory Com-
edy Club in New Brunswick will
feature the double headliner act
of comics Justin McKinney and
Patty Rosborough. There will
be a champagne toast at mid-
night, and from 1 to 3 p.m. the
dance floor opens. Reservations
are essential. There are hotel
packages available, and they
include transportation. Call
(732) 545-4242 for information.

*  *  *  *  *
To see a real king of comedy,

catch Robert Klein at the Count
Basie Theatre, 99 Monmouth
Street in Red Bank at 8 p.m.
Ticket prices range from $30 to
$100. There are plenty of great
eateries in town. Call (732) 842-
9000.

*  *  *  *  *
For the athletically-inclined,

there will be a Midnight Run in
Long Branch. Join the New Jer-
sey Road Runners Club for this
4-mile coastal run. The event
kicks off with fireworks and hot
beverages, and everyone who
enters gets a long-sleeved com-
memorative T-shirt. Come
dressed in costume if you think
you can run with a tutu and a
magic wand.

*  *  *  *  *
Maxwells’ in Hoboken will fea-

ture the Yo La Tengo New Year’s
Eve Show at 9 p.m. It will cost
you $40 to see these indie-rock-
ers, join in the champagne toast,
and surround yourself with the
local action. Call (201) 653-1703
for directions and ticket avail-
ability.

a great number of young actors in-
volved with WYACT’s productions
from across the state, that the per-
formers are of varied backgrounds,
and that WYACT emphasized edu-
cation along with entertainment.

“The product rivaled any produc-
tion of West Side Story that I have
ever seen…the whole event was ex-
citing,” Merillat stated.

After viewing WYACT’s West Side
Story at NJPAC, Alexander Bernstein,
the son to Leonard Bernstein, stated
that he was “tremendously impressed
by WYACT’s production.”

“The kids were immensely tal-
ented and obviously dedicated to their
work…the technical aspects of the
production were first rate and the
direction inventive and serious…I
am happy to endorse this organiza-
tion and recommend that it be
supported…these kids were a tribute
to New Jersey,” said Bernstein.

WYACT hold second semester per-
forming arts class registration on
Thursday, January 15, from 4 to 8
p.m. at Centennial High School, 728
Westfield Avenue in Westfield, of-
fering classes in various levels of
acting, musical theatre, voice, tap,
ballet, jazz, hip-hop, and stretch aero-
bics.

WYACT’s 2004 summer produc-
tion is Cole Porter’s Anything Goes,
which will be performed at NJPAC
and AAT.

For additional information, please
contact WYACT at (908) 233-3200
and visit www.westfieldnj.com/
wyact.
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SUMMIT – The Winter 2004 se-
mester of classes and workshops at
the non-profit New Jersey Center for
Visual Arts (NJCVA) in Summit has
been revealed.

In addition to the classic courses –
Beginning Drawing, Photography
101, and Pottery – NJCVA is offering
a fresh lineup of new classes for
adults, teenagers and children.

Jay Chang will introduce students
to stained glass. The course empha-
sizes techniques, as well as the “ar-
chitectural” aspects of stained glass
art. Cutting individual pieces into
different shapes and sizes will be
discussed, as well as how to arrange
glass into an esthetically pleasing
design to be soldered together.

Most supplies for Chang’s class
are provided. Students will discuss
materials needed with him during
the first class meeting.

The 12-week stained glass course
will take place on Monday evenings
from 7 to 9 p.m. The course is $304
and a lab/materials fee of $36 applies.
Special members’ prices apply.

Chuck Milley will introduce vari-

ous drawing methods and media,
including pencil, pen and ink washes.
An emphasis on proportion, perspec-
tive, light, value and composition
will be stressed.

Students will also have the oppor-
tunity to work from a live model for
some of the sessions. Critiques will
be included by the instructor and the
class is open to all levels and the
minimum age is 16.

The 12-week course will meet on
Tuesday evenings from 7:30 to 10:
p.m. The cost is $258 and a model fee
of $24 applies. Special members’
prices apply.

Richard Leon will cover various
spatial solutions from the Renais-
sance to the Moderns in a new water-
color course. The focus will be on
relationships found in edifices that
comprise local environments. Com-
position, color and spontaneity will
be stressed.

The course takes place on Tuesdays
from 3:30 to 6 p.m. The fee is $258
and special members’ prices apply.

Teen Studio-Drawing will be
taught be Doug Schiller, who will
focus on drawing, painting and com-
position based on direct observation
of still-life objects, landscapes and
the human figure. A structured ap-
proach will be reinforced by demon-
strations, gallery tours and work.

Group and individual critiques will
reinforce the concepts learned in
class. All levels are welcome with
personal attention given to each stu-
dent at his/her own pace. Students
should bring a drawing pad, drawing
pencils and painting materials to the
first class.

The course meets on Saturdays
from 12 to 2 p.m. The fee is $215 and
special members’ prices apply.

For a complete roster of classes
and more information, please visit
www.njcva.org or call (908) 273-
9121.
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WESTFIELD – Ten Westfield
High School students were selected
to perform in the New Jersey State
Regional Chorus, Band and Orches-
tra.

Those pupils chosen to participate
in the New Jersey Regional II Cho-
rus include Arielle Dance, Emily
Greenberg, Jeffrey Hogan, Laura
Schwab, Diana Spiridigliozzi,
Nicholas Williams and Chloe
Zeitounian.

Following auditions for the Re-
gional Band or Orchestra, Jeff Bane,
Tom Killian and Don Williams were
selected.
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WESTFIELD – The YM-
YWHA of Union County in
Union will welcome The Jazz
Band of the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts (NJWA) in
Westfield on Sunday, January
18, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.

The free performance is held
in conjunction with the Na-
tional Council of Jewish
Women, with a HEART Grant
from the Union County Divi-
sion of Cultural & Heritage
Affairs.

Additionally, the NJWA’s
Concert Band will offer a Ben-
efit Concert for the Union Am-
bulance Squad on Sunday, March
21, at 2 p.m. Tickets are $5 per
person.

For more information, please
call (908) 289-8112.

MMMMMadrigal Sadrigal Sadrigal Sadrigal Sadrigal Singersingersingersingersingers
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ConcerConcerConcerConcerConcert for Jt for Jt for Jt for Jt for Jan. 11an. 11an. 11an. 11an. 11

WESTFIELD – A Christmas
concert scheduled by The Mad-
rigal Singers, which was origi-
nally planned for December 14,
has been rescheduled for Sun-
day, January 11, 2004, at 4 p.m.,
at the First United Methodist
Church, 1 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

Entitled “From Heaven High,”
the concert, which will be di-
rected by Elaine Fiorino, will
also include flutists Jenny Cline
and Clarissa Nolde, with read-
ings by Judy Sullivan.

Six centuries of choral music,
from medieval to modern genres,
will be featured.

Donations of $10 will be ac-
cepted at the door. For more
information, please call (908)
233-1570.

WESTFIELD — Robert Heyer,
renowned watercolorist, will dem-
onstrate his unique, clean style of
painting at the Sunday, January 11,
meeting of the Westfield Art Asso-
ciation (WAA) in the Community
Room of the Municipal Building
at 425 East Broad Street in
Westfield, from 2 to 4 p.m.

Heyer received his education

from the Montclair Art Museum
and is a graduate of the Newark
School of Fine and Industrial
Art. He has studied with Frank
Webb, Tony van Hasselt, Tony
Couch and Betty Schlemm,
among many well-known artists.
He has also held an Artist in
Residence Fellowship at the
Highland Park and Metuchen
Public Libraries.

The artist has conducted water-
color workshops and demonstra-
tions from Long Beach Island to
Succasunna, including Staten Is-
land.

Heyer’s work has earned him
finalist standing in The Artist maga-
zine competitions and has appeared
in Watercolor 1996, The Best of
Watercolor 1997, International
Artist, 1999, American Artists, 1999
and The Collected Best of Water-
color, 2002.

He has had solo shows at the

Ocean County Artists Guild in Is-
land Heights, The Ramada Renais-
sance Techworld in Washington,
D.C. and the Sun Bank in Lanoka
Harbor.

He has received numerous
awards, his most recent being The
Silver Medal of Honor and the
Doris D. Schoonmaker Memorial
awards from the New Jersey Wa-

tercolor Society, the Ida Wells and
Clara Stroud award and the Pauline
Wick award from the New Jersey
American Artists Professional
League, The Garden State Water-
color Society award and the Ocean
County Artists’ Guild Judges
Choice award.

Heyer currently teaches water-
color painting to advanced, inter-
mediate and beginning students.
He offers indoor and outdoor work-
shops for various art groups. He
likes to spend as much time as he
can painting outdoors, sketching
profusely to familiarize his imagi-
nation with the essence of the sub-
ject and its surrounds in order to
make his paintings more interest-
ing and exciting.

The meeting is free and open to
the public. The room is wheelchair
accessible.

For more information, please call
Tobia Meyers at (908) 687-2945.

                                  Photo Courtesy of The Garden State Watercolor Society
SAIL AWAY WITH ME...One of Robert Heyer’s watercolors, pictured,
above, comes from The Garden State Watercolor Society, which has
awarded Heyer for his artistic endeavors.
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SUMMIT — From Monday, Janu-

ary 12, to Friday, February 6, Kent
Place Gallery in Summit will present
the exhibition “Thought Patterns:
Pattern and Ideas in Recent Painting
and Drawing.”

The unifying theme of the exhibi-
tion is the conceptual use of pattern
to make striking visual art. Concep-
tually, the paintings also carry an
extra charge of meaning. The pat-
terns involved range from simple-
sometimes seemingly obsessive-rep-
etition, to statistical patterns of in-
formation resembling medical charts
or time logs.

Ken Weathersby, who has worked
with Kent Place Gallery Director
Judy Lapides to bring this show to-
gether stated, “Apart from being vi-
sually stimulating and beautiful, pat-
terns are part of the language we use

to think about the world.”
The 14 selected artists present a

range of highly individual works.
John O’Connor, whose large draw-
ing, “Senile Plaque Reversal” is at
Kent Place on loan from Pierogi 2000
Gallery in Brooklyn, N.Y. works with
elements of data collected from per-
sonal experience as well as from an
open-ended variety of other sources
such as historical and medical infor-
mation. His elaborate drawings sug-
gest pages with layers of tables, charts
and graphs from which unexpected,
almost hallucinatory abstract forms
begin to emerge.

Taney Roniger’s work on panel,
“RT series (Fugue 2)” begins with a
template of tiny points indented into
the work’s surface. In itself, this ar-
ray of points is suggestive of en-
coded information, perhaps techno-
logical. Through repetition, this ar-
ray becomes a complex shimmering
pattern, raising ideas of the replica-
tion of forms in nature.

In five large-scale drawings by
Nathaniel Price, a human figure is
seen as a subtly dissolving and re-
emerging pattern of notational marks.
Mike Rollins’ painting appears at
first glance to represent an arrange-
ment of scrolling stock tickers, but
reveals a surprising satirical under-
current upon closer examination.

Other artists with one or more
work in the show are Virginia Batson,
Jaq Chartier, Donise English, Gil-
bert Hsiao, Ellen Kahn, Tohru
Kanayama, Andy Messerschmidt,
Paula Praeger, Mark Wojcik and Jeff
Woodbury.

An artists’ reception for the exhi-
bition will be held on Friday, January
16, from 6 to 8 p.m. in the gallery.
The exhibit and reception are free
and open to the public.

The Kent Place Gallery, located in
Summit, on the campus of Kent Place
School, is open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, or by ap-
pointment with Judy Lapides, Direc-
tor.

For more information please call
(908) 273-0900, extension no. 208.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

Popcorn
Even more satisfying, however, is

the subtle wisdom that Meyers weaves
into her work. Though with less fan-
fare, she ostensibly echoes and renews
for yet another graying generation the
thankful observations Maurice Cheva-
lier extolled in his song from Gigi
(1958), I’m Glad I’m Not Young Any-
more.”

But, having said all that, what prob-
ably makes Something’s Gotta Give so
good is its ironclad reaffirmation. De-
spite what different trappings it mani-
fests for different folks at different times
in their lives, when it comes down to it,
love is love. It is immutable, and re-
mains as powerful and as unfathom-
able a commodity as the monolith in
2001: A Space Odyssey (1968), though
perhaps a bit warmer.

So, at one juncture, surprised by her
ability to once again love, Keaton’s
Erica softly cries happy tears of incre-
dulity. Yet later, in another scene, rife
again with weeping, she is equally sur-
prised by a painful sensation that could
only be identified as heartbreak. Harry
experiences similar emotional acrobat-
ics.

Perfunctory complications come in
the form of a sub-plot featuring Keanu
Reeves as handsome, young Dr. Mer-
cer, the physician who saves Harry’s
life and falls in love with Erica while
he’s at it. The triangle heats up. We get
a little tense. And wouldn’t you just
know it? It all gets settled in Paris.

Okay. I know what you’re thinking.
Paris for the ending? And you’d be
right. Yep. For all its sophistication in
the early going, this is only one of the
clichés Meyers’ story relies on as it
winds up and heads toward the finish.
That’s because she is a very good writer,
but not a great one...at least not yet.

Hence, she is limited to certain con-
ventionalities in the summing up of her
charming tale. Still, save for the cynics
and curmudgeons among us, we ac-
cept it. For by this time we have be-
come chummy with the dramatis per-
sonae and have a vested interest in how
things turn out for them. Besides, if
we’ve learned nothing else from their
actions, it’s that anything worthwhile,
whether it’s love, or just a film about
love for that matter, requires compro-
mise in one form or another.

In other words, Something’s Gotta
Give, and we’re all the better for it.

To reach the A&E
editor, please e-mail:

ae@goleader.com
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First United Methodist Church, One East Broad Street, Westfield
Call Trent Johnson at (908) 233-4211 for information or come to a rehearsal!

ome sing with us!C
Oratorio Singers of Westfield

Trent Johnson, Director

Regular Monday Rehearsals begin January 5, 7:30-9:30 P.M.

Concert is Sunday, March 21, 2004 at 3  P.M.

requiem
GiuseppeVerdi

Beverly Thomson Shea
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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — If there is
one word that defines the life of
Scotch Plains resident Beverly
Thomson Shea, it would have to be
music.

An accomplished pianist, harp-
ist, and music educator, as Presi-
dent of the Senior Musical Club of
Westfield, Shea is also a passion-
ate supporter of music throughout
Central New Jersey.

Born in Schenectady, N.Y., Shea
relocated to Scotch Plains in 1987
after meeting her husband, Gerald,
who was residing in the township.
Beverly has two adult stepchil-
dren, who were educated in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood public
school district.

Shea began studying the piano
at the age of 8, and by the time she
was 12 years old, knew she wanted
to be a piano teacher.

At home, Shea practices on a
Bosendorfer piano. The piano is
seven feet longer than an ordinary
piano, and its four extra keys pro-
vide a deeper and richer sound for
the bass notes.

She is a graduate of Oberlin
College’s Conservatory of Mu-
sic, and Wichita State University
where she majored in piano per-
formance and minored in the
harp. She has played the harp
with the Youngstown Symphony
in Ohio. Shea has also worked as

an educator at Cleveland’s In-
stitute of Music and

Manhattan’s School of
Music, where she taught

music theory to pre-

college students.
Calling herself a “freelance musi-

cian,” Shea keeps busy with a full
schedule of music-related activities.
She teaches piano to a roster of more
than 25 students. She also sings in
the choir and plays the harp at Cal-

vary Episcopal Church in Manhat-
tan, where she is a member.

“To me, music speaks to the soul.
It is not just a blending of sounds,
it is something that goes beyond
words,” Shea said in a recent inter-
view with The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times.

The time period between Thanks-
giving and Christmas sees Shea’s
skill as a harpist in great demand for
individual, and corporate holiday
parties, as well as church-related
activities.

With Michelle Le Poidevin
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By MICHELLE Le POIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s Note: Due to a produc-
tion error, this editorial, which
was scheduled for the December
25, 2003 edition, will run below.

*  *  *  *  *

“Look lady, I don’t need your
mouth. You’re being selfish, rude,
and nasty,” the Macy’s cashier
bellowed at the shocked grandma
managing an anxious 2-year-old
grandson last Thursday. Nana’s
crime? Being the next person on
line. Exasperated, the grandma
committed the cashier’s name to
memory and said she would con-
sult with the manager. “Go ahead,
lady. I’d like to get fired and sit on
my a** all day collecting unem-
ployment. I get paid s**t wages
here, anyway.” Shortly thereafter,
my father in tow, we followed
Nana to the manager and backed
up her story. She was the next
customer on line, but the cashier
wanted to take someone else and
went postal when Grannie insisted
on being rung up. The definition of
“customer service” became cal-
lously twisted and the manager
seemed calmly concerned for the
60-something woman who, admit-
ted openly, that she thought she
was on the verge of a heart attack.

“Can’t reprimand the employ-
ees in front of a customer…store
policy. But we’ll take care of it,”
the manager dutifully informed.
Grannie seemed dubious and no
one who suffered this cashier’s
tongue-lashing received any jus-
tice that day.

Earlier that day, the same de-
partment store was the setting for
another injustice and shameless
display of disrespect. A small child
was reprimanded by his mother
for swiping the Macy’s gift cards
off of the counter.

“You’ll get everything you want
this year,” she told him, “but just
put those cards down.”

She dragged him off after the
finished their purchase. Unapolo-
getic, the child returned to the
counter to scoop up one of the
cards taken away by his mother. An
elderly woman, who joined the
cashier in mildly admonishing the
child, eventually took the card out
of his hands. With an impish scowl,
the child assumed the stance of a
field goal kicker and slammed his
foot into the woman’s ankle,
screaming “No!” The woman swat-
ted the child on his coat and repri-
manded him, when the mother re-
turned and scolded her son, insist-
ing he give the woman a hug.

“Now, you tell her you will never
do that again,” instructed the
mother. The child did the very
same thing to his aunt not mo-
ments before.

Mall rage. It happens to children
and rude, underpaid cashiers. This
year, it seemed worse than ever.
Retail stores being in the red, has
employees seeing red. Long lines,
which are almost a holiday tradi-
tion, pushed the patience of many
customers to the wall. Often it
seems that the days of hot cocoa,
carolers, the occasional Salvation
Army bell-ringer and warm smiles
of passersby licking candy canes
have passed us by. And, this would
be unfortunate.

Proof that downtown Westfield
cannot truly be compared to a
mall surfaced in the nature of pass-
ersby last weekend — the most
hectic shopping time of the year.
Customers said, “excuse me,” and
merchants like Jaime Chavez of
Xocolatz and a Kabloom florist
stepped briefly away from their
counters to chat with customers
about their families and hopes for
the New Year. The menorah and
the nativity were erected peace-
fully — almost side by side — and
the masterful melodies of the “Es-
cape” quartet brought grins to the
faces of shoppers at street corners
and inside stores, as grateful ap-
plause was returned. No pushing,
no shoving, but lots of warm wav-
ing and chances to catch up with
old friends. Even the cashiers at

“December is a very harp-ori-
ented month,” she noted.

Shea is also the former Presi-
dent of the Piano Teachers Con-
gress of New York and currently
serves as the Director of the Frinna
Awerbuch International Piano
Competition, which is held every
two years in New York.

“This competition attracts stu-
dents from all over the world,”
said Shea, who also serves on the
Board of the Music Educator As-
sociation of New Jersey, where she
sees one of her goals as “passing
along knowledge of music to our
students.”

Shea, who was Vice President at
the time, took over as president of
the Musical Club of Westfield three
years ago after the death of Rachael
Hylan.

One of Shea’s responsibilities
as president is to oversee the schol-
arship program for high school
seniors from throughout the area
who wish to major in music in
college. In doing so, she sits on the
Scholarship Committee and is
present at the student auditions.

“The Musical Club is a wonder-
ful group of people with a sincere
interest in music,” she said of her
fellow club members.

In addition to its scholarship
program, the mission of the Musi-
cal Club of Westfield is to provide
members with an opportunity to
perform, while at the same time
allowing members of the com-
munity to develop music ap-
preciation.

Now that’s music to
Shea’s ears.

DDDDDuring Huring Huring Huring Huring Holiday Soliday Soliday Soliday Soliday Season,eason,eason,eason,eason,
WWWWWestfield Sestfield Sestfield Sestfield Sestfield Starbucks Htarbucks Htarbucks Htarbucks Htarbucks Hasasasasas
SSSSSererererervvvvved ed ed ed ed WWWWWarmth to Marmth to Marmth to Marmth to Marmth to Manyanyanyanyany

      Lisa M. Basile for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CUPS FULL OF CHEER...Whether grabbing a latte after a busy shopping
spree or dropping of a gift to contribute to the Holiday Angels Toy Drive, local
and out-of-town customers find Starbucks in Westfield to be the coziest, most
comforting of all.

By LISA M. BASILE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Where do the
residents of our community go for a
cozy evening during the holiday sea-
son? People craving a sweet marsh-
mallow crispy treat or a creamy gin-
gerbread latte have been flocking to
Starbucks in Westfield — to read and
write, socialize, or wind down in the
warm and welcoming atmosphere.

Especially during the holiday sea-
son, Starbucks has generated a lot of
clientele. It has become quite the
gathering place for those who wish
to relax during the busy end-of-the-
year shopping madness.

Weekends keep the Starbucks staff
on their feet, serving hot coffee to the
customers coming from the cold out-
doors. Teenagers fill the café during
Fridays and Saturdays, finding it to
be a pleasant place to spend their

leisure time.
Customers come from various ar-

eas to experience the warmth of the
Westfield’s Starbucks. On a typical
Friday night, there are teens from
many towns, such a wide array that
customers have come from Linden,
Roselle, and Warren.

A group of students from the
Westfield/Scotch Plains area told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, “We come
here every Saturday night after the
movies. We meet so many of our
friends here…we love the whole at-
mosphere.”

Sam Emam, a staff member at
Starbucks commented on the fact
that he likes the customers because
he knows them, “so there are good
customer relations,” he said.

While enjoying her coffee, cus-
tomer Camille Jadelis commented,
“This Starbucks is a very comfort-
able place to take a break.” Sitting
beside her were other patrons sip-
ping their steamy drinks while thick
books and journals sit upon their
small round tables.

Katia Smith of Cranford agreed,
adding that she “takes a break be-
tween classes with a cappuccino and
a friend. It is nice to spend the holi-
days with a good friend over
Starbucks coffee.”

This café isn’t only a sweet abyss
of rich hot chocolate or frothing lattes,
it sincerely wants to make its clien-
tele feel comfortable in their sur-
roundings. Upon entering, costum-
ers instantly feel the spirited aura
created by Starbucks’ decorations,
lighting, and the smiling faces of
their barristas.

Brian Johnson of Westfield said, “I
like that the staff here are kind…that
is what makes me come back.” This
Starbucks has a small-town feel to it;
customers return often, getting to
know the workers, and making
Starbucks a favorite place of retreat.

This is so even for children. Paige
Goldner, 8, while doing homework
with her mother said, “I come here
every Monday after school and I
have a frappucino…we look forward
to it.”

And then, with a disappointed ex-
pression points out that, “the couches
are comfortable — but their taken
today.”

Aside from the comfortable
couches, which are regularly occu-
pied, funky crimson lamps adorn the
ceiling above the delectable assort-
ment of sweets and coffee grounds,
casting a dim glow across the entire
cafe. Multihued paintings situated
against the walls develop the ambi-
ence accompanied by the calming
jazz or swing soundtrack that can be
heard among the chatter.

Besides the scarlet lights, soft
music, the cushy sofas and the Pep-
permint Mocha Latte, the holiday
spirit is present. Starbucks has bet-
tered the season by having held a
Holiday Angels Toy Drive. Patrons
donated toys to the Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital in Mountainside
by dropping it into the glistening –
red collection box at Starbucks.

Just as the holiday season is com-
ing to an end, customers can still take
pleasure in an Eggnog Latte with a
small piece of pie.

Westfield resident and Starbucks
employee Blair Brown stated that
the café “wants to make everyone’s
holiday a little brighter by providing
a little respite…(Starbucks) also uses
the holidays as another opportunity
to give back the community.”

And that it did. With the holiday
season ending quicker than we all
imagined, the special holiday ingre-
dients are going back into hiding
until next year, so drink up as much
Gingerbread Latte as you can (this
seems to be a favorite amongst
Starbucks regulars).

The holidays will be gone, but this
Starbucks will still remain a casual
social abode with the same soothing
atmosphere, kind workers, and amaz-
ing coffee. A good tip for students: try
decaf, especially with the double shots.

In 2004, A&E will focus
heavily on the musically

inclined in our area.
Your input is welcome.

E-mail ae@goleader.com
Continued on Page 13
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DESERVED RECOGNITION…The Music Theatre International’s (MTI) pre-
sented the Westfield Young Artists’ Cooperative Theatre, a professional-level
nonprofit youth-theatre company, with its prestigious Award of Excellence.
Pictured, left to right, are: WYACT Choreographer Sherry Alban, MTI Senior
Vice-President John Prignano, WYACT Founder and Artistic Director Cynthia
Meryl and WYACT Executive Director Theodore Agress.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Young Artists’ Cooperative Theatre
(WYACT), a professional-level non-
profit youth-theatre company has re-
ceived the Music Theatre
International’s (MTI) Award of Ex-
cellence.

Established in 1952, MTI has been
responsible for theatrical licensing,
specializing in Broadway, Off-Broad-
way, and other forms of theatre; also
supplying production materials to
theatres worldwide.

Famous authors, such as Alain
Boublil, Claude-Michel Schonberg
(Les Miserables), Terrence McNally,
Stephen Flaherty, Lynn Ahrens (Rag-
time), Jerry Bock, Sheldon Harnick,
Joseph Stein (Fiddler On The Roof),
along with hundreds of other authors
entrust their work to MTI.

Leonard Bernstein’s West Side
Story, which is also included in this
list, was performed by WYACT in
the summer of 2003. MTI deemed
the troupe’s performance so capti-
vating that the organization believed
WYACT deserved the honor for their
“exceptional quality” work.

According to MTI, the award “hon-
ors organizations that not only ex-
hibit exceptional quality in their pro-
ductions, but also enhance the com-
munity in which they are located
through programs and mission state-
ments that emphasize education,
outreach, and inclusion.”

WYACT’s mission is to enable
young artists to receive the highest
quality theatre arts education pos-
sible at little or no cost, and for the
public to receive the highest caliber
performance and production that tal-
ents and resources can provide.

The Award of Excellence has only
been granted to eight organizations
in the past 10 years. The last award
was given in 1998.

WYACT was founded in 1991 by
Artistic and Stage Director Cynthia
Meryl, a veteran of professional the-
atre for 30 years.

“I started (WYACT) because the
summer programs for kids were so
expensive and there were no pro-
grams for kids who wanted to be

professionals. I think we are still the
only free summer program of our
kind,” Meryl stated.

Since 1991, WYACT has provided
a high quality theatre arts education
to hundreds of New Jersey’s talented
youth, enabling aspiring performers
and stage technicians to hone their
skills, in addition to performing and
working in major venues such as the
New Jersey Performing Arts Center
(NJPAC) in Newark and the
Algonquin Art Theatre (AAT) in
Manasquan.

Having presented 12 summers of
theatre, WYACT’s performances
have included Brigadoon, Carousel,
Oliver! and South Pacific, in addi-
tion to Once On This Island and West
Side Story, which are both licensed
by MTI. These productions played
to over 40,000 patrons at NJPAC.

While MTI selected WYACT to be
the recipient of the Award of Excel-
lence for their overall work for the
past 12 years, last summer’s produc-
tion of West Side Story finalized
MTI’s decision.

Licensing in over 60 countries,
45,000 amateur and professional the-
atrical organizations within the
United States and Canada alone, MTI
has viewed hundreds of performances
each year, seldom celebrating the
honor of giving the Award Of Excel-
lence.

MTI Marketing Specialist James
Merillat stated, “WYACT’s spirit of
professionalism pervades the orga-
nization and defines excellence, both
onstage and off. WYACT’S program
could and should serve as a model for
arts programs around the nation.”

Merillat added that WYACT de-
serves the award because of its abil-
ity to make West Side Story, in addi-
tion to its other performances “fresh.”
He said that “both professional and
amateur organizations many times
rely on audience knowing tunes but
WYACT’s production showed that
West Side Story could still play in an
exciting way.”

Merillat added that there were such
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
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The new, large print version of every
romantic comedy you have ever seen,
writer-director Nancy Meyers’
“Something’s Gotta Give” takes a de-
lightful look at love from a slightly
senior angle. While its MPAA rating is
PG-13, the letters AARP seem a much
more apt indication of its content.

Recounting the September-Septem-
ber romance of playwright Erica Barry
(Diane Keaton) and famed playboy
Harry Sanborn (Jack Nicholson), the
frothily generous farce is full of the sort
of laughs that send you home from the
party with a goody bag full of optimism
and well being.

Of course, the ensuing love affair is
completely ironic and accidental. We’re
informed those are the best kind. But
then that causes us to wonder about the
paradoxical roles that kismet and Cu-
pid are supposed to play in such mat-
ters. We know that we will never under-
stand this passion that renders us hope-
less and without a clue.

So, what to do?
This time around the age-old enigma,

Diane Keaton and Jack Nicholson are
simply swell. But remember, it wasn’t
supposed to happen. How could it?
Keaton’s Erica is nothing if not sen-
sible and careful. She is the veritable
poster woman for look-before-you-
leap. Nicholson’s unchained wag, on
the other hand, is preceded by his repu-
tation.

Ask anyone. For wherever the lore of
most eligible bachelors is spoken, it is
well known that Harry Sanborn has
never dated a lady over the age of 30. In
fact, he’s courting Erica’s 20-some-
thing daughter (Amanda Peet) when he
meets our gal. Little does he know at
the time that Mom is about to become
the romantic challenge of his life.

It takes a bit of manipulation to make
this match. But we don’t mind. If all is
fair in love and war, we are willing to
extend the exoneration to include ro-
mantic comedies, provided of course
that we like the couple in question. And
that’s a given here. So when a heart
attack, albeit a conveniently “mild”
one, upsets Harry’s weekend plans,
rendering him first in the hospital and
then a convalescing guest at Erica’s

picture-perfect writer’s manse on the
shores of Southhampton, we buy into
it.

Sure, perhaps just as when con-
fronted with the prospect of love itself,
one voice says, “Hey, don’t you feel
your strings being pulled?” But the
other one reasons, “So what if you’re
plied a bit. This is for love, man. And
it’s going to be funny, too.”

Supplied with Meyers’ smartly writ-
ten script, Erica and Harry crack witty
and wise. What Keaton and Nicholson
might lack in natural chemistry, they
make up for in talent, professionalism
and comic ability. The laughs flow. Our
hearts are touched. The likable duo
thrust and parry around the topic better
than any couple since Meg Ryan and
Billy Crystal proved opposites attract
in When Harry Met Sally (1989).

And while perhaps not as flawless as
that tour de force comedy from director
Rob Reiner, Something’s Gotta Give
nonetheless has its own cachet to rec-
ommend it. Namely, its take on love
among the, ahem, slightly older set.

Let’s put it this way. At 63, Harry
could collect early Social Security ben-
efits if he so deemed. There’s not a
movie theater in the land that would
deny him a golden ager discount. While
still in her undisclosed 50s (Keaton is
57), Erica has no doubt already been
solicited for membership by the afore-
mentioned AARP. And, on the occa-
sion of their evolving affaire de coeur,
filmmaker Meyers knows just what to
do with these facts.

Happily, the cutesy quotient is kept
low. That is, they’re not “just like teen-
agers,” only a bit up in age. And in the
same vein, Meyers doesn’t diminish
the attributes of young love by con-
tending that this somewhat older vari-
ety is the more genuine or valuable. It
is what it is...only perhaps a smidgen
more so.

For the most part, her heartwarming
screenplay astutely culls valid obser-
vations, many of which tickle the funny
bone in and of themselves. When Erica
and Harry, who mistakenly exchange
reading glasses, fumble to extract the
time from a wristwatch, the senior mo-
ment is precious and telling without
being cloying.

Continued on Page 13


