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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

RECOGNITION FOR SERVICE…The Westfield Recreation Commission rec-
ognized two of its former commissioners for their service and commitment to the
community at their February 2 meeting. Keith Hertell, left, who served as
chairman of the commission for the past three years, and Thomas Cusimano,
right, who served on the commission for six years. Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann presented the two commissioners with plaques and voiced his personal
appreciation for the support, commitment, dedication, and guidance to not only
the department; but more importantly to the citizens of the community.

            Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader
UPPERCLASSMAN LAST HOME GATHERING…A strong Blue Devil senior swim team reflects on their last home
meet after dousing the Watchung Hills Warriors, 99-71 at the Wallace pool in Westfield.
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Mountainside BOE Turns Attention
To Dissolution Fund and State Aid

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The $11.7 million budget for the
2004-2005 school year was discussed
at Tuesday’s Mountainside Board of
Education meeting, with Board Presi-
dent Peter Goggi reminding the pub-
lic that the spending plan is only
preliminary and subject to change.

A special meeting has been set for
Tuesday, March 2, prior to the chief
school administrator criteria search

meeting in order to discuss the bud-
get before it is submitted to the county
superintendent of schools.

The board presented the budget to
the public with the assumption of
state aid. Actual numbers were ex-
pected to come from the state yester-
day.

“It is going to be a tight budget; we
are going to be challenged. The in-
crease in (Governor Livingston) tu-
ition alone is double our cap,” said

Mr. Goggi.
The board is hoping to receive

funds from the Spending Growth
Limitation Adjustment (SGLA)
Fund, which allows the district to
draw on banked monies. The SGLA
could provide an additional $400,000
to the district, with taxpayers cover-
ing the difference.

When putting together this year’s
budget, the board was hoping to have
access to a dissolution fund totaling
$486,000. This money was awarded
to Mountainside following de-
regionalization of the district.

 Board member Richard Kress
stated, “Some litigation is ex-
pected. Our money is being held
in escrow and I doubt it will be
released before the budget is pre-
sented. We have been told not to
count on it.”

The money is being held in a non-
interest bearing account as required
by the state. “The state didn’t antici-
pate it being held this long,” Mr.
Goggi continued.

Another factor having a dramatic
effect on the budget is the district’s
requirement to provide an appropri-
ate education for every child in the
district, including those requiring
extraordinary aide.

The board approved the payment
for one such student in the amount of
$38,344 for the remainder of the
school year for out-of-district tu-
ition, speech therapy, pediatric thera-
peutics and transportation.

Mr. Goggi reminded the public
that candidates seeking election to
the school board need to file all
necessary paperwork with the board
office by Monday, March 1, no later
than 4 p.m. in order to be considered.
School board elections will be held
on Tuesday, April 20.

He also stated that a budget hear-
ing has been slated for Friday, March
19, at 7 p.m. at Borough Hall.
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Council Consults With Planner
On Ward Prospect St. Project

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The bulk of Tuesday night’s
Westfield Town Council meeting was
spent discussing revising the zoning
and master plan in order to allow
James Ward to build luxury condos
on Prospect Street at the site of the
old Statistical Research.

Mr. Ward proposes to build a 41-
unit, luxury residential development
targeted for persons age 55 and older.

Town Planner Blaise Brancheau
said he reviewed the proposal and
explained that a multifamily use is
appropriate for a transitional area
between the downtown and residen-
tial areas.

Mr. Brancheau did raise concern
among several of the council mem-
bers that approving this project could
open up other areas in town for simi-
lar projects.

Under the current zoning condi-
tions residential use on the ground
floor is prohibited. According to Mr.
Brancheau, Mr. Ward could put 86
parking spaces, 8,000 square feet of
commercial space and two floors of
residential above that on the piece of
property.

Mayor Gregory McDermott said
that there is a need for this type of
development in town, but raised con-
cerns about over development. He
questioned that with the proposed

parking deck across the street from
the development “what are we doing
to that whole neighborhood?”

He also pointed out that the traffic
study which recently came in listed
intersections in that area as D’s go-
ing to F’s. He also said that residents
in the area would not want a retail
establishment.

Mr. Brancheau will return to the
council in one month identifying
other sites in the town that the new
zoning standards could apply to.

Residents Sharon Stockwell and
Allen Solomon spoke in favor of the
Ward project.

In other business, Second Ward
Republican Councilman Rafael
Betancourt reported that the Public
Safety, Transportation and Parking
Committee met and discussed the
eight proposals for parking deck
project managers. He said that the
committee has narrowed it down to
three choices: JS&A Associates,
Cambridge and Breakthrough LLC,
and that the council should interview
the three firms.

Councilman Betancourt said that
the committee also concurred that
the council needs to hear back from
parking deck developer Nassau HKT
on design revisions.

Town Administrator James Gildea
informed the council that more
money needs to be appropriated in

order to bring the project manager on
board. He said that all of the money
that was previously set aside has
been spent or is earmarked for cer-
tain parts of the project.

Third Ward Republican Council-
man Mark Ciarrocca said that he is
“uncomfortable” appropriating ad-
ditional funds when he hasn’t seen a
design update since September.

Second Ward Republican Coun-
cilwoman JoAnn Neylan questioned
how much money the town was go-
ing to invest, and added that it was
her understanding that taxes would
not be raised to support the project.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren
said that reliable financials cannot
be worked up until a final design is
completed.

It was decided that Robert Powell,
the principal of Nassau HKT would
be asked to attend the council’s next
conference session in order to pro-
vide the governing body with an
update.

An e-mail that was sent by
Westfield Board of Education Presi-
dent Arlene Gardner was also dis-
cussed. Mr. Gildea explained that
her e-mail message discussed the
town’s new fee on development. Ms.
Gardner raised concerns that schools
will be charged for construction un-
der the new ordinance.

Mr. Brancheau explained that
while the municipal land use law
prohibits charging a fee to the board
of education, the new ordinance is
written in accordance with the af-
fordable housing regulations. He said
that the only constructions that are
excluded are churches, bleachers,
stadiums, fences and signs.

Mr. Brancheau said that construc-
tion of hospitals, schools, nursing
homes, assisted living facilities and

Westfield Planning Board Approves
Commerce Bank on North  Avenue

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Unanimously, members of the
Westfield Planning Board voted last
Monday evening, to approve an ap-
plication for a Commerce Bank
Branch at the former site of the Reilly
Oldsmobile at 552-556 and 560 North
Avenue.

All variances were granted at this

special meeting except for variances
concerning signage.

Representing Commerce Bank,
Attorney, Jeffrey Lehrer, had three
witnesses testify on behalf of the
bank.

Grayson Murray, Licensed Pro-
fessional Engineer, testified in place
of, Brett Skapinetz, also a Licensed
Professional Engineer, who repre-

sented Commerce Bank earlier in
the month at the planning board’s
regularly scheduled meeting.

Mr. Murray testified to the modifi-
cations that were made to the design
since the earlier meeting. He stated
that the bank was adding six shade
trees along the western line of the
property in addition making the
northern curb-line shrubbery 42
inches high. He also noted that the
lighting outside the bank would in-
clude 12, 175-watt shielded fixture
poles that were 18 feet high as op-
posed as the original 20 feet pro-
posed.

Mr. Murray noted that of the 12
light fixtures, seven would be turned
off one hour after closing.

According to Mr. Murray, Com-
merce Bank had been in the process
of changing the architecture and
making a new prototype design for
their bank branches. He added that
because of Westfield’s interest in a
different type of design, the bank has
accelerated the process. He stated
that this new type of design “will
have more stone and brick and will

        Benjamin B. Corbin  for The Westfield Leader
PEDESTRIAN STRUCK...A pedestrian was struck by a motor vehicle on Friday in the parking lot of the Lincoln/
Mercury Dealership in South Avenue. The 86 year old man was taken to Morristown Hospital. According to the Westfield
Police Department the victim survived his injuries.

BOE Examines Fine Arts, Athletics Budget,
While Residents Request Ice Hockey Funding

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
met on Tuesday to discuss the Fine
Arts and Athletics aspects of the
proposed 2004-2005 School budget.

The total proposed expenditure for
Fine Arts in the 2004-2005 budget is
$3,295,656, a 5.12 percent increase
over the 2003-2004 budget. That
amount includes $2,973,482 in sala-
ries for the district’s art, drama, and
music teachers, as well as a depart-
ment supervisor and secretary.

The budget includes $120,714 in
co-curricular stipends for various
activities, including opportunities for
students to take part in dramas, mu-
sicals, orchestra, jazz band, and
marching band. Additionally, some
of the stipend money will go towards
increasing participation opportuni-
ties at the intermediate and high
school levels. Money will also be put
toward improving instruction within
the department, training staff, equip-
ment repairs, professional services
that include accompanists for the
Winter and Spring concerts, as well
as new textbooks, travel, and new
marching band supplies.

Fine arts programs will receive
$123,184 in instructional supplies
that include items needed for art
classes, music classes, school dra-
mas, various art technologies, and
the district art show. The music de-
partment will receive a new saxo-
phone, new chimes, and a new com-
puter at the intermediate level, and a

new vibraphone, marimba, tuba,
clarinet, and saxophone, as well as a
new set of chimes at Westfield High
School (WHS).

The proposed budget calls for
$15,050 in transportation fees to fine
arts-related activities, which include
marching band competitions, All City
Music, WHS Instrumental Music
Festivals, and transportation for stu-
dents participating in WHS dramas.

In addition to budgeted items, the
board continues to take advantage of
funds remaining in the high school
bond referendum. Purchases already
made include fifteen new iMac com-
puters, a scanner, and a color printer.
Items to be purchased in the future
include new chairs, music lab work-
stations, risers for the stage at WHS,
and five new computers.

The total proposed budget for Ath-
letics in the 2004-2005 school year
comes to $1,045,734, which is a 2.75
percent increase over the 2003-2004
budget. The board noted their lack of
financial flexibility within this year’s
Athletics budget when compared to
last year, when the Athletics budget
rose 25 percent over the preceding
year.

Salaries take up $197,916 of the
Athletics budget, and co-curricular
stipends for intramurals,
cheerleading, summer weight train-
ing, and an equipment manager ac-
count for $54,009 of the budget.
Additionally, interscholastic stipends
are budgeted at $517,606.

Other expenses in the Athletics

budget include reconditioning of
uniforms and equipment, the ser-
vices of officials and referees, travel
for scouting and athletic conferences,
the purchase of other supplies, vari-
ous tournament entry fees, and trans-
portation to games. These expenses
come to a total of $276,500.

The board also discussed the pos-
sibility of obtaining a bond referen-
dum to finance the renovation of the
track at WHS at $325,000 and the
purchase of a turf field at $592,300.
The board stressed the need for both
of these projects to be completed.

At its next meeting on Tuesday,
March 2, the board has to approve a
tentative budget for the 2004-2005
school year. A public review of the
budget will take place on Monday,
March 29, and the annual school
district elections take place on April
20.

Tuesday’s meeting was heavily
attended by members of the Westfield
community, most of whom were at
the meeting in support of the WHS
Ice Hockey Team. The board heard
an impassioned plea for increased
funding from team members and
members of the Westfield High
School Ice Hockey Association
(WHSIHA).

Ice hockey is in its tenth year at
WHS and is recognized as a varsity
sport by the school district’s athletic
department, yet it is the only varsity
sport that does not receive full fund-
ing from within the district’s budget.

Bruce Regenstreich, President of
the WHSIHA, said that “qualified
skaters may feel they can not afford
the extra cost beyond the exorbitant
equipment price for the basic equip-
ment necessary to play the game.”

He presented the board with the re-
sults of a survey regarding the level
of funding for ice hockey programs
in other school districts. Twenty-
nine school districts responded to
the survey, and the results indicate
that the WHS Ice Hockey team re-
ceives significantly less funding than
most other local hockey teams.

The 2003-2004 school year is the
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The monthly publishing of
speeding enforcementis part of
the Westfield Police
Department’s efforts to make the
streets of Westfield safer for ev-
eryone. The Westfield Police De-
partment will not tolerate agressive
drivers, and while issuing sum-
monses is not the main objective, it
is necessary in order to gain com-
pliance with traffic laws.

Paid Bulletin Board Service

Put Your Tax Refund to Good Use
Did you recently receive an in-

come tax refund?  Here are some
suggestions for making the most
of it.

Pay off consumer debt.  This is
generally one of the best uses for
extra cash.  For example, if you
typically carry a credit card bal-
ance and pay 16% interest, you’ll
realize a 16% return if you pay off
that debt.  You probably won’t save
quite as much by paying off other
types of loans, but you should con-
sider that as well.

Contribute to an individual retire-
ment account (IRA).  A contribution
to an IRA is a good idea whether it’s
tax-deductible or not because IRA
earnings grow tax-deferred.  If
you’re self-employed and show a
profit for the year, you can also
make a tax-deductible contribution
to a SEP, Keogh or the newer self
employed 401K plans.

Start or add to an education
fund.  Consider investing your ex-
tra money in stock or bond mu-
tual funds earmarked for your
child’s education.  The younger
your child, the more you might
want to tilt your college savings
toward stock mutual funds.  They

have performed better than bonds
over the long term.  We can help
you decide whether your educa-
tion fund should be held in your
name, your child’s name,  in a
trust or 529 plan.  We can also
make sure that you don’t get
snared by the “kiddie tax.”

Invest in yourself.  While plan-
ning for your family’s education,
don’t forget yourself.  Have you
put off training for new job re-
sponsibilities or a new career
because you couldn’t afford it?
Now that you have some extra
cash, spending it on yourself may
be the best investment of all.  You
also may be entitled to a tax de-
duction for education expenses
that are required by your em-
ployer or that improve the skills
required on your current job.

Don’t just spend a tax refund; put
it to work improving your financial
well-being.

For more information, please
contact:

Sean M. Duffy, CPA
328 Park Avenue

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
908-490-1875.

E-mail: sduffycpa@erols.com

 

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11
• Kyle Harvin, 27, of Westfield was

arrested on charges of eluding a po-
lice officer and the unlawful taking of
a motor vehicle after a brief chase that
began on Palstead Avenue and ended
when the vehicle driven by the sus-
pect crashed into a house on Lamberts
Mill Road in Scotch Plains. No inju-
ries were reported.

A further check revealed Harvin
was wanted on outstanding contempt
of court warrants from Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Plainfield and Roselle.
The suspect was held on bail.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12
• Narda Rodrigez, 31, and John

Dominges, 21, both of Queens, N.Y.,
were arrested on Central Avenue and
charged with obstructing adminis-
tration of law. The pair was arrested
after they allegedly attempted to flee
a police investigation into a possible
shoplifting incident at an East Broad
Street clothing store.

Rodrigez, additionally charged
with hindering apprehension and
being a fugitive of justice from Mont-
gomery County, Md., was sent to the
Union County Jail pending extradi-
tion. Dominges was released on his
own recognizance.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14
• Coriline Villegas, 29, of Plainfield

was arrested in the 100 block of
Central Avenue and charged with
shoplifting $102 worth of cosmetics
from a local business. She was re-
leased on her own recognizance.

• An unknown person broke an

outdoor light fixture at a residence in
the 800 block of Ramapo Way.

• A 17-year-old Westfield male
was arrested at Lenox Avenue and
Elmer Street and charged with pos-
session of a prohibited weapon, de-
scribed by police as a metallic
knuckle knife. He was subsequently
released to the custody of an aunt.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15
• Luke DiMatteo, 18, Joseph

Wisniewski, 18, and a 17-year-old
male, all from Westfield, were arrested
and charged with possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance, described
by police as suspected cocaine. The
juvenile was also charged with posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia.

The three were arrested following a
motor vehicle stop at Chestnut Street
and Lenox Avenue. DiMatteo and
Wisniewski were released on their
own recognizance, while the juvenile
was turned over to his mother.

• A Central Avenue business reported
the theft of approximately $92 in men’s
cologne by two female suspects. One of
the suspects was described as white, 35
to 38 years old, five feet and five inches
tall, with short brown hair and weighing
170 pounds. The other suspect was
described as black and six feet tall. They
were not apprehended.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18
• A Fourth Avenue resident reported

the theft of two credit cards while she
was at a local house of worship. Both
credit card agencies reported signifi-
cant activity on the cards – totaling
approximately $1,500.

Rahway Avenue
Gallows Hill Road
Willow Grove Road
Prospect Street
Dudley Avenue
East Broad Street
Mountain Avenue
Lawrence Avenue
Woodland Avenue
North Avenue
Central Avenue
Summit Avenue
Lamberts Mill Road
South Avenue
Clark Street
Totals:

Summonses

Speeding Enforcement Stats.
For the Month of January

Street Warnings

5
1
0
1
2
6
2
10
0
1
3
1
1
0
1
34

10
1
2
5
21
4
22
31
7
6
2
0
0
1
1
113

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3
• A Farley Avenue resident reported

that her vehicle was stolen from her
driveway. The victim reported that be-
tween 3 and 5 p.m. someone removed
the vehicle from the driveway. No bro-
ken glass was observed in the driveway.

• Rima Klodt, 53, of Piscataway
was arrested and charged with DWI
after being pulled over on Terrill
Road for driving erratic.

• A John Street resident reported
that her vehicle was vandalized while
parked on Clydesdale Road. The front
driver’s side window was broken. It
appeared that nothing was taken from
inside the vehicle.

• A business located on Jerusalem
Road reported a theft from a vehicle
that was parked in the yard. Five chain
saws were reported missing from the
storage area of the pickup truck.

THURSDAY, FEBRUAURY 5
• A business located on Jerusalem

Road reported that a plow and a
pump were removed from the yard
where the items were kept.

SUNDAY, FEBRUAURY 8
• A Front Street resident reported

that his front license plate on his

vehicle was taken. The vehicle was
parked on the street.

THURSDAY, FEBRUAURY 12
• John Pierre, 22, of Roselle was

arrested and charged with I.D. theft
and theft. The arrest stemmed from an
investigation conducted by Detective
Donnelly.

FRIDAY, FEBRUAURY 13
• A Princeton Avenue resident re-

ported credit card fraud. The victim’s
credit card was used to make several
purchases without his permission.

• A Jerusalem Road resident re-
ported receiving harassing telephone
calls. The victim believes she knows
who the calls are coming from.

SATURDAY, FEBRUAURY 14
• A Winchester Drive resident re-

ported that sometime after 9 a.m.
someone entered their home and re-
moved jewelry from out of the master
bedroom. A rear door was found stand-
ing open when the owner returned
home.

SUNDAY, FEBRUAURY 15
• A Rahway Road resident reported

criminal mischief to his vehicle. At
this time it is undetermined whether
there is any damage to the vehicle.

S.I. Newhouse School Tells
WF Dean’s List Students
WESTFIELD – The S.I. Newhouse

School of Public Communications at
Syracuse University in Syracuse, N.Y.
has announced that Westfield stu-
dents Kathryn Bartholomew, Mat-
thew Chazanow, Bridget Fitzpatrick
and Martta McGlynn were all named
to the fall 2003 semester Dean’s List.

Kathryn is a senior majoring in
newspaper and psychology, while
Matthew is a sophomore focusing
his studies in broadcast journalism.

Bridget and Martta are also sopho-
mores, however, Bridget has selected
advertising as her major and Martta
has chosen television-radio-film for
her major.

Series of Topics Announced
For ‘Great Decisions’ Course
WESTFIELD — The discussion

course “Great Decisions” will begin
on Monday, March 1, at the Westfield
Adult School. Classes, which are open
to all, will be held on Mondays through
May 3, from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at
Westfield High School. There will be
no classes on March 15 and April 5.

This year’s topics will include “The
Media and Foreign Policy,” “The
Philippines,” “Weapons of Mass
Destruction,” “U.S. and Europe,”
“Muslim Diversity,” “Latin

America,” “Middle Eastern Political
Reform” and “Public Diplomacy.”

A speaker or media presentation
will be followed by lively discus-
sion, concluding with balloting that
will be sent to the Foreign Policy
Association. Participants in this semi-
nar will join over 30,000 other Ameri-
cans nationwide who will be dis-
cussing these topics.

Registration for the full eight-week
course may be done online at
www.westfieldnj.com/adultschool or
in person on Monday. This course is
written by the Foreign Policy Asso-
ciation and is sponsored locally by
the League of Women Voters

Registration will be ongoing
throughout the eight weeks and a
course book will be provided for the
full session. The cost is $55.

WESTFIELDERS AT THE STATEHOUSE…Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21),
right,  and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21), left, discuss Tuesday’s budget
speech by Governor James McGreevey (D) in Trenton.  Westfield Fourth Ward
Republican Councilman James Foerst listens in as the Republican group
attempts to estimate the impact of the governor’s programs and expenditures
on local property taxes.

Members of the Westfield High School varsity ice hockey team present their
case Tuesday evening in asking the Board of Education to allocate more funds
to assist the hockey programs. Pictured above, from left to right, are: Greg
Speir, Brent Davis and Ed Kramkowski.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Ward Project
government offices all increase the
town’s affordable housing require-
ment.

First Ward Republican Council-
man Sal Caruana said that the cur-
rent ordinance is a “stop gap” mea-
sure, and that it will be revisited once
the state regulations are officially
adopted.

“Is the school building something
that there is so much concern?” ques-
tioned Fourth Ward Republican
Councilman James Foerst.

Next week, the council will have
resolutions before them to approve
demolitions at 121 Pearl Street, 615
Shadowlawn Drive, 911 Kimball
Avenue and 1026 Coolidge Street.

The council decided to delay a
vote on the demolition of a home at
1702 Summit Avenue after Town
Engineer Kenneth Marsh said that
the lot is sub-dividable.

He indicated that there is currently
no application for a subdivision and
that the builders’ intent is not known.
The building department will ask
M&M Real Estate for a letter of
intent as to what they plan to do with
the property.

“Creating Financial Solutions for Seniors in Transition”
This program is designed to help families that have to make
quick decisions regarding care for their loved ones. The first
20 participants will be entitled to a FREE consultation with
the specialist! Learn how to:

• Sell a house in “As-Is” condition in as little as 15 days.
• Prepare a house for sale by having someone else clean

and repair it.
• Establish Guardianship, Power of Attorney, and Executor

services for your loved one. 

“My Feet Are Killing Me!”
This exciting program is designed to teach people about proper
foot care and proper footwear. The presentation includes a
complimentary foot screening that will identify your particular
foot shape and problem. Who we can help:

• Those interested in preventative maintenance.
• People over the age of forty since feet tend to collapse

with age.
• The majority of the population that experience some type

of foot problem.
• People who have received a specific treatment plan from

their doctor. 

This free program is sponsored by Brighton Gardens
of Mountainside, a Sunrise Senior Living Community.
Brighton Gardens offers Assisted Living and a
Reminiscence Neighborhood, which focuses on
residents memory impairment. 

“Creating Financial Solution
for Seniors in Transition”

by Tom Hollerbach,
Golden Years Real Estate & Services

Date Saturday, February 28, 2004
Time 11:00am

“My Feet Are Killing Me!”
by Lise Krieger,

Owner, Foot Solutions

Date Wednesday, March 10, 2004
Time 6:30pm

Place Brighton Gardens of Mountainside
1350 Route 22 West,
Mountainside, NJ 07902

RSVP to 908-654-4460
Light refreshments will be served

Open to the public—
all seniors and caregivers welcome

Free Educational Seminars
for Seniors, Families and Professionals

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

ABOUT THE EVENTS

be slightly bigger but will require no
additional variances.”

Mr. Murray added, “Westfield will
be the first branch to have this new
prototype design.”

Earlier in February, planning board
member Robert Newell asked Mr.
Skapinetz about the architecture of
the proposed building stating, “The
architecture of Commerce Bank is
not in line with the architecture of
the town.”

Mr. Skapinetz had also told mem-
bers of the planning board that al-
though only 15 parking spaces are
required for the bank, 41 are pro-
posed. He also noted that the imper-
vious coverage of the site would be
reduced by 40 percent, making a
reduction in water run-off and that
many trees and shrubs would be
added on the site.

The second witness to testify on
behalf of the bank, traffic expert
John Harter noted that the property
as it exists now has three curb cuts
for access, but that two do not meet
current state requirements. He added
that the bank proposed to change it
to two, one as an entrance to the bank
and one for egress and have them
“both be in compliance with the
state.”

He noted, “The access is currently
sub-standard, but the bank will bring
it up to current standards.”

Finally, Creigh Rahenkamp, Li-
censed Professional Planner, testi-
fied on behalf of the bank noting
that, “Commerce Bank searched to
find a location to serve a motorist
market and found what they believe
to be an auto-friendly structure.”

He noted that one of the variances
needed was one to allow front-yard
parking. He stated, “out of 15 busi-
nesses in that immediate area, eight
have front-yard parking.”

The most discussion of the evening
concerned the amount of signage
that the bank is proposing for its
Westfield branch.

The bank is proposing to erect a
monument sign, a logo wall sign,
and a banner sign in addition to

parking area signage. Also, Westfield
considers logos used within the ar-
chitecture, such as red C’s as door
handles additional signage.

Mr. Newell stated, “The problem
is the over-commercialization of any
business in Westfield. Our intent is to
minimize the signage.” He added,
“The application in general is very
good, with the signage being the
only sticky point. I am in favor of the
application with the stipulation that
the bank must come before the Site
Plan Review Committee for signage.”

Planning Board member Richard
Elbert noted that he wanted to see the
monument sign smaller.

Planning Board Chairman, Jay
Boyle, stated that because none of
signs meet the size requirements and
because of the amount of signs, the
variances for signs could be discussed
at the next Site Plan Review Com-
mittee currently scheduled for Thurs-
day, March 18, at 8 a.m.

He noted that because of the late
hour and the lengthy detailed discus-
sion about the signage, the matter
could be decided after Mr. Lehrer
proposes alternate possibilities for
signs with the bank.

Mr. Lehrer asked about if the bank
doesn’t agree with the committee
what happens next. He was then told
that the matter would then come
back to the planning board.

The Site Plan Review Committee
consists of Mr. Boyle, Mr. Elbert,
Mr. Newell and Kenneth Marsh.

All other variances needed for the
bank were granted.

The next regularly scheduled plan-
ning board meeting will be held on
Monday, March 1, at 8 p.m.
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Board Approves North Ave.
Site for Commerce Bank

Ramapo College Names
Schembs to Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Ramapo College

of New Jersey has reported that Jenni-
fer Schembs of Westfield was placed
on the Dean’s List for the fall 2003
semester. She is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Douglas Schembs.

first year that the hockey team re-
ceived funding from the annual
school budget. The team was granted
$6,000 to partially cover coaching
fees. The players and their families
attending the meeting asked the board
for an additional $14,000 to help
cover coaching, bussing, league fees,
and referee costs. The team refrained
from asking the board to fund its
practice time on local ice rinks, which
takes up approximately 80 percent
of the team’s annual costs.

Presently, the cost of playing on
the WHS Ice Hockey team is $1,250.
Members of the WHSIHA believe
that lowering the cost of playing
could attract more players to the
program.

Members of the WHS Ice Hockey
team spoke to the board about their
value of their experiences playing on
the team. Team captain Alex
Regenstreich told the board that
hockey has taught him “working hard
towards a common goal is essential
to anything I do in life.”

Board member Bill Ziff spoke
out in support of the team, calling
the lack of support “a disgrace” and
saying, “we’ve got to find the
money.”

The board told those present at the
meeting that they would take the
team’s request under advisement.
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Univ. of Rochester Tells
Zimak Achievement

WESTFIELD – The Univer-
sity of Rochester in Rochester,
N.Y. has announced that Eric
Zimak of Westfield has been
named to the Dean’s List for
academic achievement during
the fall 2003 semester.

A junior at the university, he is
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Raphael
Zimak of Westfield. He is also a
graduate of Westfield High School.

Brian Chiger Receives
Dean’s List Recognition

WESTFIELD – Brian Chiger, a
senior majoring in psychology at the
University of Rochester in Roches-
ter, N.Y., has been named to the
Dean’s List for academic achieve-
ment for the fall 2003 semester.

The son of Mr. and Mrs. Matthew
Chiger of Westfield, Brian is a
Westfield High School graduate.




