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Jane Butler
First Grade Teacher,

School One Elementary, Scotch Plains
By MICHELLE Le POIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Age: 50
Hometown: Born in Elizabeth, she

moved to Kenilworth in sixth grade.
She has been a Fanwood resident
since 1997.

Education: Mrs. Butler received a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Education
from Kean University. Currently,
through a special
Learning Dis-
tance Program
sponsored by
Walden Univer-
sity, she is work-
ing to obtain her
Masters in Edu-
cation.

Previous Expe-
rience: Since
1974, Mrs. Butler
has been involved
in the field of el-
ementary educa-
tion. In Colorado
and Minneapolis,
Minn., she was a
site coordinator of
a school-based re-
medial program,
Project KIDS. She
also owned and
operated Wonder
World Nursery
School and Day
By Day Child-
hood Center be-
fore moving back to New Jersey. She
taught kindergarten in both public
school districts in Colorado and Min-
neapolis.

In 1998, Mrs. Butler accepted a
position teaching kindergarten at
School One Elementary in Scotch
Plains. For the past two years, she
has been teaching first grade.

I Knew I Reached My Students
When: In the beginning of the school
year, students seem to depend heavily
on her, but as they progress and near
the end of the year, they demonstrate
more independent learning skills,
according to Mrs. Butler.

When they are applying the intel-
ligent behaviors of self-directed
learners, such as accuracy and strong
listening skills, and are monitoring
themselves when they are reading,
she knows that the students are ab-
sorbing all that she teaches.

What I Love About the School
District: “I just love the profession-
als I work with,” noted Mrs. Butler.
She considers her fellow educators
to be “high-performing, extremely
dedicated” specialists.

Despite the many challenges that
face them, her peers consistently
exhibit a commitment to maintain
and build high self-esteem in their
students.

Mrs. Butler is a member of a
professional book study group, which
meets during lunch hours at School
One. The teachers read books written
by authors addressing pertinent edu-
cation-oriented issues. Next, the mem-
bers discuss ways in which they can
apply their newly acquired knowl-
edge to the classroom experience.

She stated that all of the educators
strive to be the absolute best at their

jobs, and to help the students reach
their fullest potential.

Favorite Topic to Teach: While
she really enjoys teaching science
and math, as she draws nearer to
completing her master’s program,
she loves the subjects of reading and
literacy. Shaping readers who are
motivated, who can successfully in-
teract with text and construct mean-

ing from any
book they choose
to pick up and
read has added an
exciting facet to
Mrs. Butler’s ca-
reer.

The Future of
Education in
America: Ac-
knowledging that
teachers are
charged with “an
awesome respon-
sibility more than
ever to rise to the
occasion because
standards are
higher,” Mrs.
Butler believes
educators must
support one an-
other in supply-
ing students with
the necessary
tools for learning
and the real
world.

She noted that it is an exciting time
because of the advances in technology
and the “myriad of opportunities” avail-
able to students.

She added that educators must accept
responsibility for collaborating and
meshing their knowledge for the better
of the students’ academic experience.

My Goal As An Educator: Day to
day is more important to Mrs. Butler
than setting a long-term goal for
herself as an educator. She embraces
an “I Can” attitude, which was in-
spired by Dr. Mel Levine’s book, “A
Mind at a Time.”

Mrs. Butler said that Dr. Levine
proposes that any child can hit a
homerun if his/her bat is wide enough.
She wants to make her students’
“bats” wide enough so that each might
know his/her strengths and limita-
tions.

By providing activities and expe-
riences that challenge several learn-
ing styles to form one lesson that
kids can grasp, Mrs. Butler said the
end result can be fruitful.

“The homeruns will be forthcom-
ing, and watch out, because there
will be no stopping them!” she said.

Home Life: Married with six chil-
dren, three of whom attend the Uni-
versity of Michigan, her youngest
child is a fifth grader at Park Middle
School. Mrs. Butler is a children’s
librarian at the Kenilworth Public
Library, where she enthusiastically
increases the literacy experience for
youngsters. She is also an avid
reader.

When it is time to take a vacation,
she tries to escape with her family to
warmer climates. She also enjoys
step classes at the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA.

SPECIAL EDUCATOR...Jane Butler
poses for her headshot while holding
one of the textbooks used in the Masters
in Education program, which she is tak-
ing through Walden University’s Learn-
ing Distance Program.

Annual Rutgers Academic Challenge Includes
County Magnet HS, Governor Livingston HS
NEW BRUNSWICK – The Union

County Magnet High School in
Scotch Plains and Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights are two of 12 New Jersey
high school teams out of a field of 80
to advance to the semi-final round of
the Sixth Annual Rutgers Academic
Challenge.

Teams representing 20 counties
competed over the two-day, first-round
tournament held recently at the Busch
Campus of Rutgers, The State Uni-
versity of New Jersey, in Piscataway.

The interscholastic competition
challenges eight-member teams of
high school students to tackle hands-
on, interdisciplinary activities that
engage their knowledge and analyti-
cal thinking.

The program consists of high-level,
competitive activities based on the

state’s core curriculum content stan-
dards for social studies, language
arts, mathematics and science.

The teams will square off at the
semi-finals on the Busch Campus on
Wednesday, March 10.

Three teams will emerge from the
semi-finals to vie for the statewide
championship, which will take place
on two separate days. Teams will
deliberate over problem-solving ac-
tivities on the Busch Campus on
Tuesday, Mach 16.

On Monday, March 29, they will
travel to NJN Public Television stu-
dios in Trenton to videotape a 3-Way
Quiz Match, which will air on NJN
on Thursday, April 1 at 6:30 p.m.,
Friday, April 2 at 1:30 p.m. and Sun-
day, April 4 at 6 p.m.

The top prizes for the statewide
championship include the President’s

Cup and a $1,000 cash award for the
high school. In addition, each mem-
ber of the winning team will receive
$1,000 and a gold medallion. Second
and third place winners also receive
commemorative and cash awards.

For more information on the Rutgers
Academic Challenge, please visit
http://www.challenge.rutgers.edu.

Photos Courtesy of Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, Office of Media Relations, All photos by Nick Romanenko, Rutgers Photo Services
SUCCESSFUL TEAMS…The Union County Magnet High School Team, pictured, left to right, includes: front row; Eric Whitman, Alex Clark, Eugene Rusyn
and Jason Katz; and back row; Lucy Guarnera, Crystal Gonzalez, Preethi Moorthy, Faye Xu and Adviser Jim Stefankiewicz. The Governor Livingston High School
Team, pictured, left to right, includes: front row, Michelle Rosenthal, Sherrie Hui, Ivan Vo and Larry Yau; and back row, Kim Wong, Alexandra Denby, Jessica
Davison, Brian Wu and Advisor Theresa Pisano.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader/The Times

Seeing Eye Dog Visits Pupils
At Nursery School in WF

A NEW FRIEND…Children at the Westfield Cooperative Nursery School
made a new friend earlier this month when Kali, a seeing eye puppy, came
for an educational visit.

WESTFIELD — Kali, a 15-
month-old female, yellow Labra-
dor retriever, visited the children at
the Westfield Cooperative Nursery
School.

Kali is a Seeing Eye puppy being
raised by Charles and Mariel
Kennedy of Watchung. Kali is now
ready to begin her guide dog train-
ing at The Seeing Eye of
Morristown.

Handling Kali for the school visit
was Marina Kennedy. She spoke to
the students in Pat Michael’s 4-
plus class and Diane Young’s 4-
year-old class about how guide dogs
assist people who are blind.

The children were shown a
Braille book, a Braille checker-
board and a calculator used by

blind people.
Mrs. Kennedy explained the pro-

gram of The Seeing Eye of
Morristown, which is the oldest
guide dog school in North America.
The facility places 7- to 8-week
old puppies in volunteer family
homes, which will raise and so-
cialize the puppies for about a year.

To become a volunteer family or
for more information about The
Seeing Eye, please call (973) 539-
4425 or visit www.seeingeye.org.

The Westfield Co-operative
Nursery School is a non-profit
teacher/parent program offering
half-day programs for 3 and 4 year
olds. For more information, please
contact the director, Terri Mandrillo
at (908) 233-4501.

Brian Kaplun Wins
Mathematics Prize

SCOTCH PLAINS – Brian
Kaplun of Scotch Plains, a sopho-
more at Lehigh University in
Bethlehem, Pa., has won the Elisha
P. Wilbur Mathematics Prize for
the best semester average for the
sophomore year.

Adele deLeeuw Scholarship
Applications Now Available
AREA – High school seniors wish-

ing to apply for Adele deLeeuw
Scholarships should obtain applica-
tions now from their school guid-
ance offices. The grants range from
$1,000 to $8,000. The deadline for
submission of applications is
Wednesday, March 10.

Previous winners currently en-
rolled in college are also eligible to
apply. They must submit complete
official transcripts of college grades
with new applications.

This is the ninth year the scholar-
ships have bee offered. Last year’s
winners shared $40,000 from the
Adele deLeeuw Scholarship Fund, a
fund of the Plainfield Foundation.

The awards are made in accor-
dance with the terms of a bequest
from Ms. DeLeeuw, author of 75
books, journalist and arts activist.

The Plainfield Rotary Scholarship
Foundation, headed by John Wood
Goldsack, acts as selector for the
scholarships. Five area Rotary Clubs
assist in the process.

Only students from high schools
in Plainfield, North Plainfield, South
Plainfield, Warren, Watchung,
Edison, Scotch Plains and Fanwood
are eligible. Location of high school,
not student’s residence, is the quali-
fying factor. The student must also

be accepted by an accredited college
or university.

Applicants must plan to major in
one of the following areas of study:
art, engineering, writing, journalism
or poetry. They must demonstrate
the scholastic aptitude and interest
to pursue study in one of these speci-
fied areas. They must also prove
financial need.

Interested students should consult
their guidance counselors to obtain
the necessary application form.

For more information, please call
Scholarship Administrator Sally
Young at (732) 381-6269.

In addition to our exceptional café, outstanding spa services, 
and yoga and pilates, we are now offering...

Spinning Classes
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Tues. 6:00-6:45am
9:15-10:00am

Wed. 8:45-9:30am
6:30-7:15pm

Fri. 8:45-9:30am Sat. 7:15-8am

SPFHS Winterguard to Host
Home Show, Competition

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) Winterguard will hold its
second annual Home Show and Com-
petition on Sunday February 29, at 1
p.m. at SPFHS.

A special invitation is extended to
all current eighth grade students who
might want to consider joining the
guard next year when they enter
SPFHS.

The Winterguard, which is comprised
of 19 members, combine dance move-
ments, tossing sabres and rifles, and
spinning flags choreographed to music

and compete against other high schools.
The members devote several hours

of practice to perfect their skills,
which enable them to compete at the
Scholastic “A” level in the Mid At-
lantic Indoor Network.

The Guard, led by their captains
Jackie Tumolo, Carys Davies and
Alexandra Fredas, has already started
the season successfully, placing in
the top three spots in all of their
competitions so far this year.

Admission is $7 for general ad-
mission, and $5 for children and
senior citizens.

Black History Program Set
In Westfield Public Schools

WESTFIELD – Tomorrow, Feb-
ruary 27, a Black History Program
will be held in the Edison School
auditorium from 7 to 9 p.m., in com-
memoration of Black History Month.
The theme for this year’s program is
“Family Reunion.”

Students from Edison and
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools,
Westfield High School (WHS) and
performers from outside the school
district will participate in skits,
dances, monologues, and songs.

Vendors will also be on hand dis-

playing African-American arts and
crafts, jewelry and books. The caf-
eteria will sell food reflecting the
African-American culture.

The keynote speaker for the
evening will be Reverend Rose
Claybon Dean, Associate Pastor for
Pilgrim Baptist Church in Summit.

Organizers of the program are
Edison Guidance Counselor Gloria
White-James and WHS Guidance
Counselor Rahama Harewood.

There is no admission charge and
the public is invited to attend.

Elizabeth Dixon Earns
Dean’s List Recognition

WESTFIELD — Mount St.
Mary College & Seminary in
Emmitsburg, Md. has announced
that Westfield High School gradu-
ate Elizabeth Dixon achieved
Dean’s List status for the fall 2003
semester. A senior and the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Bartholomew
Dixon, Elizabeth resides in
Southampton, N.Y.




