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The Sound of the ‘Pipes’ Is Reminder
Of Both Darkness and Redemption

 By REV. DONALD K. HUMMEL

One of my duties as a chaplain
serving several law enforcement agen-
cies and fire departments is that I am
often invited to pray at various cer-
emonial occasions, some joyous, some
sad, but each one very important to the
participants in uniform who serve the
community in “Public Safety.”

Usually at some dramatic moment,
the bagpipes are called upon to solem-
nize the event…so much so that we
almost instinctively listen for the “pipes”
to make the occasion complete.

Now…answer honestly…do you
like bagpipe music? Does your spirit
soar — or do you cringe — when you
hear the distinctive skirling sound?

And what song do you most often
associate with bagpipes? Probably
“Amazing Grace.” Does it jar your
sensibilities that such a message of
hope and redemption is consigned to
that unique cacophony? (How “sweet”
the sound, you’ve got to be kidding!)
Or are you enmeshed in a warm blan-
ket of blessed assurance and peace?
(Ahhhh…the pipes!!!)

It has been my experience that the
“pipes” evoke equally strong reac-
tions on both sides of the issue.  Few
people feel blasé about this instru-
ment (of torture or edification).

Consider the matter of justice and
grace while conjuring the pipe tunes in
the background of your imagination.

There is a story told of a person who
had a radical change of life after many
early years of riotous and dissolute
living and who served the community
afterward, reaching out generously to
the destitute and needy after the “con-
version experience.”

After 20 years as an outstanding
and respected citizen, the person dies
and appears before St. Peter. The rules
for admission to heaven are laid
out…“You need 2000 points to get
in.” After cataloging the entire life
story – with particular emphasis on
the conversion and the resultant 20
years of selfless service – an appar-
ently impressed St. Peter says, “Good,
that’s worth three points!” “In that
case,” the applicant said, “only the
grace of God will get me in!” “That’s
right,” came Peter’s retort. “That’s
worth 1,997 points. Come right in!”

If we truly got what we deserved at
our final accounting, we would all be
in trouble. Doomed. But when we ac-
knowledge our shortcomings, the
many, many times we’ve fallen short of
the mark, the many times through ego,
fear, greed, jealousy and a plethora of

other similar behavior motivators that
we put something or someone in the
place that can only belong to God (how-
ever you know and name your “higher
power”), and turn around and do the
Right thing, not the convenient, easy,
popular, trendy, expected-so-you’ll-be-
accepted thing you, too, may earn those
three points that will be enough – with
God’s grace – to get you “in,” too.

Now about those pipes…think of
the drones that produce the underly-
ing sound so characteristic, that som-
ber, dark, smoky, dissonant voice as
those transgressions, those “fallings
short,” those lost, degrading, life-chok-
ing behaviors that probably are writ-
ten in many of the chapters of your life
story. They produce the backdrop for
the melody that the chanter carries.

It’s the grace built on the nature of
our need for help and salvation – for
the grace worth 1,997 points – that
can be the destiny for us all. All we
have to do is to try to convert our lives
to service, selflessness and compas-
sion, and then acknowledge that the
rest is only possible with the grace of
God. And that, my friends, is truly
Amazing!

Together – the drones and chanter,
the dark and light sides, the undertone
and the soaring melody – it actually
does make a strangely honest, sweet
sound that reverberates through my life
and soul. And can through yours, too.

So what are you doing to “earn”
your three points? Do you really want
“justice” or is “mercy” going to be the
measure? Can you reach down and
give of your soul-substance and not
expect a return?

Listen to the pipes again, you might
just hear them a little differently.
They’re playing a song for you of
Grace and of Home. A place where all
is in harmony and peace. For all, for
you. It truly is Amazing!

By the way, in case you haven’t
already guessed, I’m one of those
who love the “pipes.” I’ve heard the
sweet sound. I’ve been lost and now
have been found. I believe I have been
touched by Grace and it has made all
the difference.

Listen, be present to the God who
wants to be present to you in every-
thing you do so your life will make a
difference, too. It truly is Amazing!

* * * * * * *
Reverend Hummel serves as Pastor

of St. Bartholomew the Apostle Ro-
man Catholic Church, located at 2032
Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Youth to Hold 30-Hour Fast
To Combat World Hunger

WESTFIELD – More than 200
young people from local congrega-
tions plan to raise awareness and money
to help millions of starving children as
part of the annual World Vision 30-
Hour Famine.

The Reverend Jeremy Montgomery,
Minister of Local Outreach at the First
Baptist Church of Westfield and the
event’s local coordinator, has gathered
together seven participating congrega-
tions.

Besides First Baptist, they include
the First Congregational, First United
Methodist, Redeemer Lutheran and St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic churches in
Westfield, the Garwood Presbyterian
Church and the Community Presbyte-
rian Church of Mountainside.

The youth have been seeking spon-
sors, collecting donations and
fundraising, with a goal of raising at least
$360, enough for World Vision to feed
and care for a hungry child for a year.

Participants will start out together
tomorrow, Friday, February 27, at 7:30
p.m. with a rally at St. Helen’s Church,
featuring the Christian band “Ten
Shekel Shirt” in concert.

The event will continue at the First
Baptist Church, when the youth com-
mit to an all-night, 30-hour fast. Dur-
ing that time, they will also discover
world issues through games and inter-
active activities.

On Saturday, February 28, the youth
will volunteer with local charities such
as the Community Foodbank of New
Jersey in Hillside, sorting food items,
and the Newark Goodwill, doing a
painting project. The fast will conclude
at 5 p.m. on Saturday, with several
local clergy leading participants in an
ecumenical communion and a shared
meal at the First Baptist Church.

Other local church youth groups are
welcome to attend the 30-Hour Famine
Rally and concert on Friday night. Ad-
vanced ticket reservations are required.

Interested persons are asked to call
Reverend Montgomery at (908) 233-
2278 or email him at
jermo.monty@verizon.net with ticket
requests. A $5 donation is requested
for groups or individuals not already
participating in the 30-Hour Famine.
All proceeds benefit world hunger ef-
forts of World Vision.

Other individuals may donate to this
effort by calling Reverend Montgom-
ery or visiting www.30hourfamine.org.
Donations may also be made by call-
ing (800) 7-FAMINE.

Founded in 1950, World Vision is a
Christian humanitarian organization
serving poor children and families in
nearly 100 countries. Funds from the
30-Hour Famine support long-term
development projects and also provide
emergency hunger relief.

Rabbi to Lead Discussion
On The Passion March 7

WESTFIELD — Rabbi Eugene
Korn will discuss the film The
Passion of The Christ, produced by
Mel Gibson, on Sunday, March 7,
at 7 p.m. at Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield.

In response to the controversy
surrounding it, Rabbi Korn con-
vened a panel of Christian and
Jewish scholars to study the movie
in April of 2003.

He will share what he learned
from this panel and his communi-
cation with the Vatican and other
American Catholic Church au-

thorities regarding “the historical
inaccuracy of blaming the Jews
for the death of Jesus,” according
to an overview of the upcoming
program.

Rabbi Korn will address the cur-
rent wave of anti-Semitism in Eu-
rope and the Mideast. He will also
suggest strategies to counter anti-
Semitism that Jews fear could oc-
cur in response to the new movie.

Temple Emanu-El is located at
756 East Broad Street. For further
information, please call Carolyn
Shane at (908) 232-6770.

Public Invited to Share
Thoughts On Library
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Public Library Board of Trust-
ees has invited members of the pub-
lic to come to the library on Satur-
day, March 6, between 9:30 a.m. and
noon for coffee and to hear what
people want and think about library
services and programs.

The input will be used to begin the
library’s long-range plan and mis-
sion process. Individuals are wel-
come to voice complaints or perhaps
share a positive experience from an-
other library they have visited.

The Scotch Plains Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue. For
further information or directions,
please call (908) 322-5007.

SOUPER EFFORT…The High School Youth Group of the Redeemer Lutheran
Church in Westfield organized a “Souper Bowl of Caring” collection on Super
Bowl Sunday, February 1.  The money they collected from the congregation was
matched by Thrivent Financial, a national fraternal organization for Lutherans,
and donated to the Starfish Food Pantry in Plainfield. Pictured are several of the
youths who participated in the effort.

Seminar to Address Decisions
For Seniors in Transition

MOUNTAINSIDE — A free semi-
nar on creating solutions for senior
citizens in transition will be offered
this Saturday, February 28, at 11
a.m. at Brighton Gardens of
Mountainside, located at 1350 Route
22, West.

This program is designed to help
families that have to make quick deci-
sions regarding care for their loved
ones. Tom Hollerbach, a real estate
investor with Golden Years Real Estate
and Services, will be the guest speaker.

Participants will learn how to sell
a house in “As-Is” condition in as
little as 15 days; prepare a house for
sale by having someone else clean
and repair it, and establish Guardian-
ship, Power of Attorney and Execu-
tor services for a loved one.

The first 20 participants will be
entitled to a free consultation with
the specialist. Space is limited. Re-
freshments will be provided. Reser-
vations are required and may be made
by calling (908) 654-4460.

This program is sponsored by

Brighton Gardens of Mountainside,
a Sunrise Senior Living Community.
Brighton Gardens offers Assisted
Living and a Reminiscence Neigh-
borhood, which focuses on residents
with memory impairment.

Meeting of Caregivers
Slated For Monday

WESTFIELD — A support group
for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones will meet on
Monday, March 1, at 8 p.m. at the
Parish Center of St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church, located on Lam-
berts Mill Road in Westfield.

Meetings take place on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month.
These are information and sharing
sessions. For more information,
please call Marilyn Ryan at (908)
232-1867.

First Baptist Singles
List Meeting Dates

WESTFIELD — Widowed, di-
vorced or never-married individuals
over age 45 are invited to gather at
the First Baptist Church of Westfield
on Sundays, March 7, 14, 21 and 28
at 9 a.m. for coffee, cake and lively
discussions on single living.

Meetings take place in the lower
level meeting room at the church,
located at 170 Elm Street. A $2 dona-
tion is requested and all are welcome.

Winter movie nights, summer pic-
nics and holiday get-togethers are
also offered, among other activities.
For more information, please call
(908) 889-5265 or (908) 889-4751.

SP Library Friends Seek
Volunteers For Book Sale

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Friends of
the Scotch Plains Public Library are
asking area residents to volunteer a
few hours to help with the group’s used
book sale, to be held March 18 to 20.

Volunteers are needed to help set
up for the sale between Monday,
March 15, and 3 p.m. on March 18
(evenings included). They are also
needed to assist with publicity, pro-
vide service during the sale and help
box the remainders.

The hours for the sale will be Thurs-
day, March 18, from 3 to 8 p.m.;
Friday, March 19, from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m., and Saturday, March 20, from

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Cleanup activities
will immediately follow the sale.

Interested individuals may sign up
at the Circulation Desk at the library,
where sign-up sheets are available,
or call the library at (908) 322-5007.
The library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Don’t forget to ask about 
Valley’s Kids First Savings Club.SM
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Switching Banks.  Perfected.

© 2004 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. 

If I knew moving 
accounts could be this 

easy…I would have done 
it a long time ago. 

Valley’s Perfect Switchsm

The hassle-free way to move accounts to Valley.
Open a new checking, savings account or CD at 
Valley and we’ll make it easy to close and switch-
over your accounts. Unlike most banks, Valley’s 

team does all the work for you…and we monitor 
the entire process. Visit any of our offi ces…

or call 1-800-522-4100 to get started.




