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Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MARDI GRAS MADNESS...The mayor joined in the fun at Franklin Elemen-
tary School’s annual parent/teacher social and fundraiser with a Mardi Gras
theme. The event took place on Saturday, February 21, at Temple Emamu-El
in Westfield with profits going towards the renovation of the Franklin School
gymnasium. Pictured, left to right, are: David LaVelle, Co-chair Joan Glenn,
Mayor Gregory McDermott, Co-chair Val Catanzaro, First Ward Councilman
Peter Echausse, Greg McIntyre, Co-chair Anna Githens and Frank Arena.

James Foerst Calls for Republican
Appointment to Freeholder Board

Student Suggests Representation
In the Paper for His Age Group

As a Terrill Middle School sixth grade
student and a reader of your newspaper,
I would like to offer a suggestion that
would add one more age group to your
readers. I think my idea would be an
improvement to The Times, and every-
thing has room for improvement, even
your marvelous newspaper. I think it
would work if you put a movie review a
week written by a kid. This way, chil-
dren can read the reviews in language at
their level and a point of view from their
own age. I have been thinking that even
a full middle school page would entice
more kids to read. This would be a great
addition to the newspaper.

If you consider this idea, you may
have younger readers growing to be older
readers. Parents would tell their kids to
read this section, and kids would feel
like they are in a literature group. To
expand this idea further, the review could
have a page surrounding it, called “For
Kids by Kids,” with a crossword puzzle
and comic, and maybe and editorial or
sports article. I would also be happy to
write one or two of these weekly reviews
or editorials. I have written before, cov-

ering a fourth grade soccer team for the
Suburban News. You can give kids some-
thing to look forward to every single
week. The first two issues you can put a
little blurb on the front page telling
young readers to look for this new sec-
tion. Adults will like it too because they
will like that children are picking up
something and reading it.

Thank you for taking time out of your
busy schedule to read this letter. I’m
hoping you will consider my idea and
agree that it has value to your newspa-
per. I will continue to read The Times,
and could possibly be a writer.

I wish you luck in continuing the
writing of your exceptional newspaper.

Adam Offitzer
Scotch Plains

On March 1, New Jersey State Senator
Nicolas Scutari will step down as Union
County Freeholder. This will put the Union
County Democratic Committee’s politi-
cal machine in play to select a replace-
ment to fill the seat. All seats on the
current Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders are presently filled by Demo-
crats. As the Democratic Committee be-
gins the process of replacing the Senator
from Linden, I hope they will consider an
alternative to their past practices...and
appoint a Republican.

As a resident of Westfield, in the last
two years I have seen my county taxes
(which make up for approximately 20
percent of my tax bill) increase by approxi-
mately 7 percent – which is more than
double the rate of inflation. Also, in the last
two years, the Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has voted twice, following the general
election in November, to increase salaries
for themselves and their Democratic cro-
nies retroactively to the previous January.

This past year, the Union County
Democrats broke their promise to the
citizens of Union County by voting to
reactivate the Staten Island and Rahway
Valley Railroad. The railroad traverses
Roselle, Roselle Park, Cranford,

Kenilworth, Union, Springfield and Sum-
mit and adversely affects the health,
safety and quality of life of every resi-
dent of Union County.

Worst of all, debate on this issues has
been aggressively stifled by the Demo-
crats in power.

The point is that the Democrats who
control Union County have a record of
broken promises and have proven they
cannot be trusted. Therefore, as a con-
stituent and citizen, I am asking that the
Union County Democrats show me and
my neighbors around the County that
they have nothing to hide.

Appoint a Republican to the Board of
Chosen Freeholders and prove that in
fact they are working for the greater
good of the county.

As the phrase goes, “absolute power
corrupts absolutely” and unfortunately the
taxpayers of Union County are the ones
suffering the most. Whatever the decision
of the Elizabeth power brokers, keep a
watchful eye on their antics and remember
their history come the November elections.

James Foerst
Fourth Ward Councilman

Westfield

SP Resident, Business Owner
Encourages Open Mind to SID

Having just left the Community Meet-
ing presented by the Special Improvement
District Steering Committee Thursday
evening, I feel compelled to write. After
the presentation by professional consult-
ant the meeting was opened up for ques-
tions from the public. The audience was
made up of both property and business
owners. My husband and I are both. We
have lived in Scotch Plains for almost 30
years, raised our family here, and now own
a small business located on Park Avenue.

There were many concerns voiced from
people wondering what SID could do for
them personally. They wondered why
they should invest in a plan which might
not meet their individual needs. Most
concerns were valid and were certainly
heartfelt from those voicing them. I do
not wish to denigrate those concerns. I
would just like to offer the following:

For many years, Scotch Plains has tried
idea after idea to improve our downtown
district. There has been improvement,
but we have never realized our potential

MS Resident Announces Start
Of the Dawn Foundation for Kids

to become a strong district. Giving SID a
try can only give us the opportunity to do
that. Having a manager to advocate for us
offers the possibility for real change.
Working, as a team with a manager lead-
ing us is a possible way for us to find the
answer we have so long sought. If we are
willing to open our minds to this possibil-
ity for at least one year, we will either
rejoice in our decision or, at the least, say
that we tried.

This new concept may offer the op-
portunity for a revitalization and excite-
ment within our community. We need to
look beyond our personal gain to see that
whatever benefits our town will, in the
end, benefit each one of us.

Thank you to the steering committee
for all the months of work it took to bring
us this concept. I encourage everyone to
attend upcoming meetings to be a part of
the development of this idea and what it
could mean to Scotch Plains.

Susan Saunders
Scotch Plains

On January 20 the Borough of
Mountainside was dealt a monumental
loss with the death of Dawn Caisulli.
Dawn was the pillar of her family and a
pillar of the community. Beside those
great assets, she was a good friend and her
death has left us numb. Her artistic talent
touched so many people in so many ways.
From the stage decorations at Deerfield,
Governor Livingston and Community
Presbyterian School, to the ad journal
books and countless hours back stage
with costumes and wardrobe. In our eyes
Dawn will always be numero uno!

Though her loss has affected us all, we
aim to keep Dawn’s spirit and talent
alive with the creation of The Dawn

Foundation…For Kids!
This foundation, only in its infant

stage at the present date and time, will
not only keep Dawn’s memory vivid and
alive but it will create and immortalize
her enormous talent and her enormous
love for children, the arts, music and
education. I, along with a multitude of
other people will miss Dawn tremen-
dously but through The Dawn
Foundation…For Kids, she will remain
center stage for eternity. God bless you
Dawn for the joy, laughter and love that
we experienced in just knowing you!

Gary Whyte
Mountainside

More Letters on
Page 16

It’s All On The Net At

goleader.com




