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Stender, Green Announce
$123,500 in Library Grants

DO IT YOURSELF…Junior Girl Scout Troop 547 of Fanwood-Scotch Plains
recently visited Home Owners Heaven on Route 22 in North Plainfield to earn
their “Do-It-Yourself” badge. Joe DeTommaso, Vice President of Home Own-
ers Heaven, took the girls on a tour of the store and warehouse. Pictured above,
from the left, are: Joe DeTommaso with Jenny Palumbo, Marianna Caruso-
Gilbert, Priyanka Kamath, Nicole Danik, Joanna Carroll, Lauren Buckley, and
Samantha Bush. Christine Murphy also attended.

FANWOOD – Assemblywoman
Linda Stender and Assemblyman
Jerry Green have announced mul-
tiple state grants totaling $123,500
for library improvements through-
out the 22nd legislative district.
These funds are part of the New
Jersey Department of Community
Affairs Statewide Livable Commu-
nities Local Library Aid Program.

Municipalities receiving state
grants include the Borough of
Fanwood, the City of Rahway and
the City of Plainfield.

“Public libraries provide an op-
portunity for every resident to ac-
cess quality resources and infor-
mation,” said Assemblywoman
Stender. “Assemblyman Green and
I are dedicated to maintaining this
vital service.”

Specifically, Fanwood will re-
ceive funding to upgrade their com-
puter systems and for the purchas-
ing of furniture, display units and
AV shelving. The City of Rahway
will receive funds for asbestos re-
moval, lighting improvements, car-
peting upgrades, a public address
system and a computer system. The
City of Plainfield’s funding will be
used for the purchasing of network
printers, a smart board for the com-
puter lab, new computers and digi-
tal Microfilm equipment.

“I am happy that Assembly-

Freeholder Lewis Mingo
Will Not Seek Re-Election

COUNTY – Union County Free-
holder Lewis Mingo, Jr. announced
today that he would not seek re-election
to his third term on the Board of Chosen
Freeholders. He cited his desire to pur-
sue personal and family goals and his
wish to allow Plainfield leadership op-
portunity to put forward a member of its
own team on the freeholder board.

Freeholder Mingo, a retired execu-
tive with NYNEX and a long time
resident of Plainfield, said he owes it to
his constituents to finish his term, which
expires on December 31. He was first
appointed to the board in January 1998.

“I have been blessed to serve the
residents of one of the most innovative,
progressive, well-run counties in the
state of New Jersey. Although being a
Freeholder is a part-time position, I
chose to serve on a full-time basis,”
Freeholder Mingo said. “I am also very
proud of the fact that seniors and youths
viewed me as an advocate for their
causes.”

Union County Democratic Chairman
Charlotte Defilippo stated that Free-
holder Mingo has been an effective and
conscientious freeholder who governs
with both discipline and compassion.

“As part of his legacy to the Free-
holder Board, Lew was a contributor to
one of the longest periods of economic
prosperity and stability in government,”
Ms. DeFilippo said. “As Chairman of
the Freeholder Board in 2002, his initia-
tive truly touched the lives of Union
County residents throughout. We com-
mend him for a job well done. Lew was
a perennial figure in every community
and he will certainly be missed by all.”

Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada
praised Freeholder Mingo for his full-
time effort in working as a freeholder
and as an advocate for county govern-
ment on the many boards he served on.

Freeholder Deborah Scanlon, who
served as chairwomen of the board in
2003, paid tribute to Mingo during her
reorganization speech in January 2003,
when she recognized him for his “out-
standing leadership” as the board’s pre-
vious chairman in 2002.

“A decorated combat veteran,
Freeholder Mingo brought due dili-
gence and an inspirational spirit to
every task he undertook,” Freeholder
Scanlon said.

Libertarians Launch
Kick-Off Campaign
ROSELLE PARK – The newly

launched Union County chapter
of the Libertarian Party of New
Jersey will hold its inaugural meet-
ing Saturday, February 28, at
Domani’s restaurant.

The meeting will kick off at 6
p.m. Current members and non-
members interested in libertari-
anism are welcome to attend. The
meeting will include discussion
about the upcoming state and na-
tional conventions, as well as elec-
toral strategies and policy initia-
tives for 2004.

Domani’s is located at 230
Westfield Avenue in Roselle Park.
For more information or to RSVP,
please contact Dave Aguilar, (908)
353-0079.

Westfield Old Guard
Announces Meetings
WESTFIELD – Robert

Laughlin, special agent for the FBI
and former resident of Westfield,
spoke to the Old Guard about the
role of the FBI today. As crime has
changed, the bureau has changed
to keep abreast of developments
throughout the world where the
United States is affected.

Agent Laughlin was dispatched
to Iraq at the end of the fighting to
help in the recovery of the looted
treasures from the museum.

The Old Guard, a social organi-
zation of retired men, meets every
Thursday morning at the Westfield
YMCA on Clark Street from 9:30
to 11:30 a.m. Come for coffee at
9:30, the business meeting at 10
and the speaker presentation at
10:30.

Thursday, February 26, the
speaker will be Michael Yesenko
who will talk on the Battle at Con-
necticut Farms. This Revolution-
ary battle took place in the back-
yard of the area.

Next month, the annual St.
Patrick’s Day luncheon will be
held on Thursday, March 18 — the
day everyone is Irish.

For information about the Old
Guard and activities, call Mike
Gadol at (908) 232-6222 or Roy
Bowman at (908) 276-2599.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

woman Stender and I have been
able to support the libraries in our
communities,” said Assemblyman
Green. “I think that the library is of
great value to every citizen.”

Linden Man Sentenced
After Scamming Elderly

AREA – A 35-year-old Linden
man stood in an Elizabeth courtroom
and was sentenced to a probationary
term with full restitution for master-
minding two home repair scams that
netted him thousands of dollars from
an elderly Cranford widow and a
Westfield senior citizen.

Union County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow said Scott Stetson of
Roselle Street was sentenced to 200
hours of community service, three
years of probation with a credit for his
jail time and an order to repay the
balance of $32,000 based on his guilty
pleas to two counts of third degree
theft by deception before Superior
Court Judge John Malone.

The prosecutor said an investiga-
tion by Detective Christopher Gulbin
of the Special Prosecutors Unit led to
the cases against Stetson and his
arrest last September 4.

“Not long after the first case was
disclosed to the public when he was
first caught in September 2002, an-
other senior citizen came forward

with information that she had been
victimized by Mr. Stetson and we
quickly had evidence of the second
crime,” said Mr. Romankow. “He
took advantage of these trusting eld-
erly victims who sought help.”

The defendant, after his series of
admissions in October turned over a
$27,000 restitution check that will
be paid to an 83-year-old Westfield
women who was victimized during a
series of home “repairs” during the
year 2000. The defendant received
26 checks totaling almost $50,000
during May and June of that year for
problems a home repair experts later
determined were non-existent.

Assistant Prosecutor Ann Luvera,
supervisor of the Special Prosecu-
tions Unit, said the crime was a per-
fect example of elderly abuse. She
said he already has paid $3,000 to-
ward the $10,000 he took from an
85-year-old widow in Cranford,
claiming he was going to fix a squir-
rel problem at her home in January
and March of 2001.

Westfield Is Semifinalist
In Main Street Award Pool

WASHINGTON, DC — The 2004
Great American Main Street Awards
(GAMSA) semifinalists have been
selected from a nationwide pool of
applicants and now move to the final
round for consideration.

A national jury composed of
former award winners, and repre-
sentatives from government, foun-
dations, and journalism that are ac-
tive in community economic devel-
opment and historic preservation,
will evaluate the semifinalists and
select five winners.

The GAMSA Awards recognize
exceptional accomplishments in re-
vitalizing America’s historic and older
main street commercial districts and
will be presented by the National
Trust for Historic Preservation at the
opening session of the National Main
Streets Conference in Albuquerque,
New Mexico on May 10.

“These semifinalists have all
worked very hard to bring about
profound, positive transformation in
their communities. They are inspira-
tions to communities throughout the
country,” said Kennedy Smith, Di-
rector of National Trust’s National
Main Street Center. “True revital-
ization happens incrementally and
is sustained over a long period of
time, with small improvements lead-
ing to bigger ones.”

The 2004 Great American Main
Street Awards semifinalists are:
Asheville, North Carolina; Burlington,
Iowa; Emporia, Kansas; Encinitas,
California; Panama City, Florida; Paso
Robles, California; Perry, Oklahoma;

Rogers, Arkansas; Washington Gate-
way in Boston Massachusetts; West
72nd in New York City, New York, and
Westfield, New Jersey.

The winners will receive a $2,500
cash prize to further its revitalization
efforts, a bronze plaque commemo-
rating its award, road signs and a
certificate.

Established in 1980, the National
Trust’s National Main Street Center
helps communities of all sizes revi-
talize their older and historic com-
mercial districts. Active in over 1,700
downtowns and urban neighbor-
hoods, the Main Street program has
generated more than $16.1 billion in
new investment. Participating com-
munities have created 226,000 net
new jobs, 56,300 net new businesses,
and rehabilitated more than 88,700
buildings, leveraging an average of
$39.93 in new investment for every
dollar spent on main street district
revitalization efforts.

The National Trust for Historic
Preservation is a private, nonprofit
membership organization dedicated
to protecting the irreplaceable. Re-
cipient of the Humanities medal, the
National Trust provides leadership,
education and advocacy to save
America’s diverse historic places and
revitalizes communities. Its Wash-
ington, DC headquarters staff, six
regional offices and 25 historic sites
work with the Trust’s 200,000 mem-
bers and thousands of local commu-
nity groups in all 50 states.

For more information, please visit
www.nationaltrust.org.




