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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This March, everywhere we turn, there will be an occasion to become
immersed in the arts. Indeed, this is a thrilling time – residents should allow
themselves to become overwhelmed by a calendar of activities. Intermediate
schools and high schools have dared to stage some of the most demanding
productions, teenagers hailing from every corner of Union County will
display their multi-media mas-
terpieces, and over 400 pieces of
art will embellish the store win-
dows in downtown Westfield all
month long.

Countless volunteers join the
Westfield Public Schools Fine
Arts Supervisor Dr. Linda King
in bringing paintings, drawings,
ceramics, painted furniture and
other lovely pieces to the mer-
chants’ windows as part of Na-
tional Youth Art Month 2004.
Some artwork is placed on ea-
sels, while others stand alone,
but be sure to look closely and
soak in the colors, content, tex-
tures and imaginative designs
put forth by the school district’s
youngest and oldest artists. The exhibition will start in the Westfield
Municipal Building’s rotunda on Thursday, March 4, at 7 p.m. Join me in
saluting these prodigies and their parents.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Repertory Theatre will undertake
Victor Hugo’s illustrious musical, Les Miserables, which closed on May 18,
2003 after a 16-year run on Broadway. A school-version of the show, with
casting restricted to amateurs, will debut on Friday, March 19.

“This is the first season that Les Miserables has been available in northern New
Jersey. Our exceptional cast includes eight singers who are all 2003 All-State
Chorus members selected by the New Jersey State Music Educators Association,
and nine are in the prestigious All-Eastern Honor Choir,” noted Laurie Wellman
Laurie Wellman, Choral Director of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public Schools’
Music Department. We’re pretty sure tough, scowling Simon Cowell from
“American Idol” would even root for these vocalists.

Although Madonna and Antonio Banderas are not expected to reprise their
roles, impressive young actors like Jason Mesches, Ryan Leonard, Zal Spialter
and Chloe Zietounian will replace them and surely outdo them during Westfield
High School’s (WHS) production of Andrew Lloyd Weber’s Evita. Promised to
be not your average high school play, WHS drama guru Joseph Nierle has risen
to the occasion once again in presenting a rare production under a rigorous
schedule. Students from all grade levels at WHS will join the stars in bringing
down the house (without help from Steve Martin or Queen Latifah).

“This is a show I have wanted to do for a long time,” Nierle told The
Westfield Leader and The Times. He added that the actors and ensemble
include just the right group of kids for the production, and Music Director
William Mathews has a true love for Evita’s music.

While oodles of talent ooze from the Westfield, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
area, kids from Elizabeth, Hillside, Linden and other parts of the county also
have a lot to boast. Just stand in the middle of the Union County College
Commons during the Union County Teen Arts Festival on March 18 and 19,
and you will be enveloped by the students’ best work in all its glorious forms.
In many of the college’s classrooms, local artists are managing workshops to
help youngsters polish their skills and find new modes of inspiration. Over
3,000 pupils participate annually and visitors will surely leave the venue proud
of what the students have accomplished in the disciplines of art, music, writing,
dance and theater.

Before he earned a reputation of talking to volleyballs on a deserted
island, Tom Hanks’ career took off like a dart when he played Josh Baskin
in the movie Big. Roosevelt Intermediate School (RIS) eighth grader Max
Lazar will take Hanks’ role instead in the school’s spring musical, which
begins on March 5. Max will play a frustrated kid in the body of a 30-year-
old man who learns that it isn’t good to grow up to fast. Melanie Jackson,
Will Eisenberg, Amanda Garfinkel, Connor Jennings, Julian Seltzer, Greg
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – In his first pub-
lished book, “It’s been Extraordi-
nary,” former Westfield resident
Allan Nixon features Westfield as
one of the settings.

The memoir includes his reflec-
tions of living on South Chestnut
Street during the 1930s, and his
attendance at Grant School, among
other references to Westfield.

“My favorite Westfield memory is
waking up every morning to the
same sound of the distant train
whistle,” Nixon commented recently.

Born in Jersey City, Nixon also
lived in Yonkers, N.Y. before return-
ing to Jersey City where he graduated
from Snyder High School. The au-
thor now resides in Binghamton, N.Y.

“It’s been Extraordinary” also
chronicles his time with the Army in

Europe during World War II where
he entertained the troops as a musi-
cian. Upon returning from the war,
he graduated from the Parson’s
School of Design and New York
University School of Education.

Nixon worked in the field of adver-
tising while attending graduate school
at New York University. Over the years,
he has worked as an art director, graphic
designer and creative director. He has
created advertisements and marketing
materials for ad agencies and manu-
facturing companies. He produced
political advertising for the Eisenhower
and Nixon political campaigns.

Nixon was also a professional mu-
sician for 15 years, playing saxo-
phone and clarinet, and leading
bands in and around Jersey City and
northern New Jersey.

During the late 50s and early 60s
Nixon wrote a freelance political

opinion column for a weekly local
newspaper in Hazlet, called the Bea-
con, and he has worked as a contrib-
uting editor for several small circula-
tion periodicals — including Church
& State and The Human Quest.

“I became a national expert on the
constitutional issue of separation of
church and state,” he explained.

He has also written articles on
educational legislative matters for
the New York state PTA Board of
Managers, as well as op-ed articles
for the local newspaper The
Binghamton Press & Sun-Bulletin
on various local and national politi-
cal issues — among other writings.

“It’s been Extraordinary” expands
upon Nixon’s socio-political theory
as much as it does his personal life.
His analysis of capitalism, socialism,
fascism and communism can be
found throughout the memoir.
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FFFFFANWANWANWANWANWOOD OOD OOD OOD OOD — The adjunctive
therapies provide a non-traditional
method of healing and experience for
some groups, among them, children
with disabilities.

One benefit, according to the Ameri-
can Music Therapy Association, is that
these “interventions apply the inher-
ent order of music to set behavioral
expectations, provide reassurance, and
maintain structure for children with
special needs.”

Local resident Holly Pedicone has
teamed up with Ellen D’Amato of
Westfield to provide a very special
program for some very special kids.

With a $2,000 grant funded by the
Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs, these two pro-
fessionals (Pedicone is a licensed clini-
cal social worker, and D’Amato is an
educational psychologist), are pro-
viding third through eighth graders
at Children’s Specialized Hospital
School with a Music Enrichment Pro-
gram.

The program, which began in 2002,
serves approximately 100 children with
disabilities, ranging from moderate to
severe, from Union County and the
surrounding area. The children are
sent to the school by the district from
the town in which they reside, in order
to meet their specialized needs.

Pedicone and D’Amato realized that
these children, more so than most,
had limited exposure to trained musi-
cians and real instruments. So, the
idea for the program evolved out of
their desire to see the students able to
listen, touch, and sense the beauty of the
musical experience, whether through a
children’s song or a classical piece.

The program, which occurs year-
round, is administered by The Subur-
ban Community Music Center in
Murray Hill, which supplies the five
professional musicians, who come from

a variety of backgrounds. Each month,
one musician visits several classrooms
filled with students who are, evidently,
extremely willing participants.

In the summer, family members are
invited to join the children in what

becomes a festive atmosphere of sing-
a-longs and performance pieces. Ac-
cording to Pedicone and D’Amato,
“The musicians are always pleasantly
surprised by how much the children
are affected by this process. They just
love coming here.”

Trumpet player Frank Hosticka cer-
tainly does. He is with New York
City’s Metropolitan Opera, and he
became involved after having per-
formed many concerts for kids. There
are none, it seems, that make quite
the emotional impact (on Hosticka)

that he feels when he brings his trum-
pet into these classrooms.

Although offering seven or eight classes
in one morning can be quite exhausting,
Hosticka told The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, “It

MUSICAL IMPACT…Alexandra Kay, 6, from Westfield, listens to the musicMUSICAL IMPACT…Alexandra Kay, 6, from Westfield, listens to the musicMUSICAL IMPACT…Alexandra Kay, 6, from Westfield, listens to the musicMUSICAL IMPACT…Alexandra Kay, 6, from Westfield, listens to the musicMUSICAL IMPACT…Alexandra Kay, 6, from Westfield, listens to the music
produced by violinist Elzbieta Winnicki from the Suburban Community Music Center.produced by violinist Elzbieta Winnicki from the Suburban Community Music Center.produced by violinist Elzbieta Winnicki from the Suburban Community Music Center.produced by violinist Elzbieta Winnicki from the Suburban Community Music Center.produced by violinist Elzbieta Winnicki from the Suburban Community Music Center.

MMMMMooooovvvvve Ove Ove Ove Ove Over Der Der Der Der Donald onald onald onald onald TTTTTrrrrrumpumpumpumpump, R, R, R, R, Readers Caneaders Caneaders Caneaders Caneaders Can
BBBBBank on Rank on Rank on Rank on Rank on Roberoberoberoberobert t t t t TTTTTevisevisevisevisevis’ F’ F’ F’ F’ Financial Ainancial Ainancial Ainancial Ainancial Advicedvicedvicedvicedvice

By MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD — Cranford resi-
dent Robert Tevis wants average, ev-
eryday shoppers to have the power
that comes from negotiation, and he
is ready to show them how to attain it.

In his book, “Keep Your Hands
Out of My
Pocket: Strate-
gies to Get
More For Your
Money,” Tevis
provides strat-
egies for nego-
tiating the pur-
chase of every-
thing from cars
to major appli-
ances to high
priced services.

According to the author, who holds
a Masters in Business Administration
from Fairleigh Dickinson University,
most people are intimidated by profes-
sional salespeople and lack the skills
necessary to negotiate a good deal on
their purchases.

“Professional sales people are
highly skilled. They have been taught
how to get consumers to part with
their money,” explained Tevis.
“Sometimes their techniques involve
intimidation of the customer. My
book provides negotiating techniques
that give the consumer the buying
power.”

In “Keep Your Hands Out of My
Pocket,” Tevis shows how common,
every day activities can be turned into
negotiating skills that all consumers
can use to their advantage. In develop-
ing his tactics, Tevis drew upon 23
years in the business world, including
working for such corporate giants as
IBM and Siemens.

While the main premise of “Keep
Your Hands Out of My Pocket” is
that everyone can learn to negotiate,
Tevis understands that not everyone
feels comfortable doing so. One chap-
ter of the book explores the various
fears that keep people from negotiat-
ing.

Tevis uses examples from real-life to

Robert TevisRobert TevisRobert TevisRobert TevisRobert Tevis

help his readers master the
art of negotiation. One of
his strategies is to question
sales people about price. He
suggests the consumer ask
why the price of the prod-
uct being purchased is so
expensive. Another way is
to ask for outright for a
discount.

Likewise, “Keep Your
Hands Out of My Pocket”
also explains the times in
the negotiation process when it is bet-
ter not to talk. Representative chapters
deal with avoiding major sales traps and
starting negotiations off at the right
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The American

Musical and Dramatic Academy
(AMDA) in New York City and Los
Angeles has revealed
that Michael Sherry
of Westfield High
School’s (WHS)
Class of 2004 has
been accepted into
the professional per-
forming arts program
for 2004-2005.

According to his
mother, Dolores
Sherry, Michael
would like to take his
talent to a Broadway
stage, and he has cho-
sen the New York City campus for
his studies in the AMDA’s Integrated
Program, which includes musical
theater, acting and dance instruc-
tion.

Out of the thousands of students
from the United States and around
the world applying to AMDA, ap-

proximately 800 students are ac-
cepted.

Michael is the Vice President of
the WHS Choir and
he will perform in
the school’s spring
production of Evita.
As a member of the
Little Opera Com-
pany of New Jersey,
Michael sang as one
of two priests in the
production of The
Magic Flute.

A member of sev-
eral clubs and orga-
nizations, Michael is
section leader in the

WHS Marching Band. In Novem-
ber, he received his Boy Scout Eagle
Award. He has also been a long-time
member of the Westfield Fife &
Drum Corps of which he is Fife
Sergeant.

Michael is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Thomas Sherry.

Michael SherryMichael SherryMichael SherryMichael SherryMichael Sherry

price.
There is much to be

learned from this concise
volume, which doesn’t re-
quire a degree in business
to comprehend. Tevis’
writing style is informal
and friendly, and is truly
geared to the average per-
son.

“Keep Your Hands Out
of My Pocket” belongs on
every home library’s refer-

ence shelf. Available in both hard cover
and soft cover, it can be purchased at
all area bookstores, including The Town
Book Store in Westfield.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Modeling her
Mardi Gras beads, Mary Bemis handed
her canvas of textured flowers to Jana
Sage Peterson of the Westfield Art
Association (WAA) Outreach Program.

“Here, you have to look at from far
away,” Peterson told her, holding the
acrylic painting at a distance.

“I’m not so sure if I like it, though,”
surmised Mary, squinting her watch-
ful eyes.

But, as the end of the WAA work-
shop neared, the Westfield Senior
Housing Corporation (WSHC) resi-
dent realized she had indeed created a
pleasing work of art.

During last Tuesday morning’s ses-
sion, senior citizens dove into acrylic
painting, a fairly new medium for the

residents.
“Acrylics dry pretty quickly,” said

WAA member Barbara Zietchick.
“They are made of a type of polymer
plastic and they wash very easily in
water.”

“It’s very important to keep your
brushes clean because if you let your
brush dry with the paint on it, the
brush will be no good,” she added.

Also volunteering with the WAA,
Eileen Willoughby, told residents that
similar to other art forms, acrylics are
also forgiving in that “you can make or
add what you want and you can also
take away what you don’t like.”

As the residents thumbed through
magazines and gardening catalogs, Bar-
bara showed them the artwork of Brit-
ish abstract painter Howard Hodgkin
(1932-   ), who used broad strokes of
color to accomplish his paintings.

“There’s no good or bad, there’s just
you,” reminded Barbara before the
residents dipped into their paper plate
palettes.

Barbara had traveled to Cranbury to
purchase some of the supplies used
that morning, including Utrecht acryl-
ics. Brushes in all sizes and stretched
canvases were also supplied.

Resident Laura Brewer seemed to
capture Hodkin’s style best with the
wide, multi-colored ribbons of paint
she brushed onto her canvas. She an-
nounced the title of her painting,
“Strata Under Moon” with confidence.

Mary also applied some of Hodkin’s
technique, but instead of long, broad
strokes, she utilized shorter marks.
Bright green strokes framed her ar-
rangement of purple, magenta orange,
and yellow flowers.

Before the workshop, resident
Matilda Reitman tore a color photo-
graph of a sidewalk café in Greece
from a magazine, which included
bright orange, burnt umber and olive
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is a very rewarding moment for me.
They’re the best audience I’ve ever had,
and I’ve played around the world.”

Hosticka cannot explain one fasci-
nating observation. Maybe it’s the
genius of the mathematical nature of
the music, but every time he plays
Bach for the students, they are thor-
oughly entranced.

“There’s a real connect; they all
listen,” he said.

Imagine what a little Bach can do
for you.

Copies of Nixon’s book are avail-
able by calling Brundage Publish-
ing, (800) 723-6008, by visiting
www.brundagepublishing.com, or
by e-mail ing
itsbeenextraordinary@stny.rr.com.
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