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Piranha Boys Break Records
At State Swim Championships

FSPY BIG FISH…Members of the Fanwood Scotch Plains Y Piranhas Boys 8
& Under swim team completed their season at the State YMCA Championships
in February. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Jeff Peart and Sam Bebout;
back row, Matt DeBiasse, Harris Nagle, John Boyle, Ryan Gajdzisz, Tim Walsh
and Brendan McKenna. Not pictured: Matt Marino.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA (FSPY) Piranhas boys 8 &
Under swim team ended its season at
the New Jersey YMCA Swimming
Championships in early February,
setting four new FSPY records.

In 50-yard freestyle, (7U) Jeff Peart
(40.21) and Brendan McKenna
(40.58) placed sixth and seventh,
respectively, in a field of 41. Of 63
entrants in the 8U race, Ryan Gajdzisz
placed second in 33.40, while Matt
DeBiasse (34.21), Tim Walsh (36.29)
and Sam Bebout (42.01) took fourth,
10th and 35th, respectively.

In 25-yard freestyle, (7U)
McKenna grabbed seventh in 17.84
followed by Matt Marino (18.07) in
ninth. Peart’s 19.54 netted 23rd place
out of 66 competitors. (8U) Gajdzisz
topped a field of 99 with a time of
14.98, breaking an FSPY record dat-
ing back to 1994. Harris Nagle (15.80,
seventh), DeBiasse (16.08, eighth),
Tim Walsh (16.94, 19th) and John
Boyle (16.97, 20th) also swam well.

In the 25-yard breaststroke, (7U)
Marino’s 25.62 took eighth among
36. Of 69 8U competitors, Nagle
(21.79) placed fifth, breaking an
FSPY record. Boyle (23.56) netted
12th and Bebout (28.26) took 46th.

In 25-yard backstroke, (7U)
Marino (23.99) and Peart (25.67)
placed 19th and 30th, respectively,
among 76 entrants, while (8U)
Gajdzisz touched first out of 80 en-
trants in a record-breaking 18.84.

In the 25-yard butterfly, (7U)
McKenna (24.33) placed 10th and
(8U) DeBiasse (17.28) took seventh.
Nagle (18.72) touched 12th, while
Walsh (22.42), Boyle (22.64) and
Bebout (23.89) took 32nd, 33rd, and
39th, respectively.

(8Us) Walsh, Nagle, DeBiasse and
Gajdzisz took first in a field of 32
teams in the 100-yard medley relay,
breaking an FSPY record set last
year, in 1:17.87. They finished sec-
ond in 100-yard freestyle relay in
1:06.39. Peart, Boyle, Marino and
McKenna placed 18th in the medley
relay in 1.35.70 and 12th in the
freestyle relay in 1:16.94.

my first takedown, I kind of felt that
I had him, so I began working several
pinning combos,” explained Mineo.
“On my feet, I felt really competent
and was able to take him down when-
ever I wanted, that’s why I chose to
cut him, take him down again and
scored three back points to secure
five points for my team.”

Connolly at 140-lbs spared Steve
Panicone little mat time, using a
fireman’s carry, then stacking him to
the mat in: 37. Nudell (160-lbs) flat-
tened T.C. Greco in 3:42 working a
half nelson to a body press.

“Mendham was really big for us.
They beat us up pretty good two
years ago and to be able to have done
that, I’m very, very happy for us,”
said Raider Head Coach John Scholz.
“We haven’t won a second round
sectional in a long time and that was
one of the goals we wanted. We have
the chance to wrestle a state-caliber
team and I have a feeling it’s going
right to the wire.”

Phillipsburg, however, was peak-
ing and claimed victory in 10 of 14
bouts but Silber at 171 – the first bout

– handed Zach Crouse a pasting then
ended it in 1:28.

“I applied massive pressure to his
shoulders then followed with a slow
half,” said Silber. “I then reached
around, held his left shoulder down
and pulled in as tight as I could.”

Bachi held on and posted a 10-8
decision at 189-lbs over Jared Duffy.
“Early on, I was doing fine when I
built a 7-1 lead. Later, he tried to
headlock me, so I bear hugged him
was able to take him down. In period
three, I started to gas and I knew he
was coming after me using a cement
mixer and he got me. I was just happy
to stay off my back for the win.”

Trailing 9-0, the Stateliners got a
key pin from Bryan Kopesky at 215
when he caught Fabiano coming in
and decked him with a pancake.
Heavyweight Walt Pierson converted
a shrug takedown with 14 seconds
left to top Loomis, 3-2. P-burg then
rolled off four-straight wins, capped
by A.J. Varga’s 23-second win at 125
to take a commanding 27-9 lead.

Steve Mineo blanked Brandon
Stillo, 6-0, at 130 using two single-
leg takedowns and two escapes.

“He’s probably one of the best-
ranked wrestlers in the state, so I was
ecstatic when I knew they were go-
ing to put him out there, said Mineo.
“I studied tapes of him and knew that
I could handle him because that’s
something I’ve been working very
hard at. I pride myself on being able
to win in that type of match situation
where it’s that close. Phillipsburg
has a great wrestling environment
and tradition. We want everyone to
know what Scotch Plains is all about
and that they’re on the rise, regard-
less of what the finish here is.”

Connolly dropped Anthony Cronce
to the mat and introduced him to the
‘Pit’ lights after a 4:26 duel.

Leading 30-18 after 11 bouts,
P’burg’s Ed Ahart clinched the win
with a 6-1 decision over A.J. Watson.
Bobby Coyle (152) and Mike Duffy
(160) closed the curtains with major
decisions.

“This is a whole different breed of
wrestling up here,” said Scholz. “Any
time anybody walks in here, they
better expect to give it everything
they possibly have. Of course we fell
short of beating P’burg, although I
thought it would be a lot closer than
that, we had some good guys starting
us off. I’m very pleased with the
performances of the boys, as I al-
ways have. They go out there and
they give it everything they possibly
can. The difference is, now they have
an understanding of what it is like to
wrestle a state caliber team and as
always, Phillipsburg is that, no mat-
ter what team they put out there.”

Raiders Manhandle Mendham,
Fall to P-burg Matmen in Semis
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Westfield ‘Y’ Devilfish Soar
At Silvers Championships

The Westfield “Y” Devilfish fin-
ished third at the YMCA Silver Cham-
pionships held at Gloucester County
Institute of Technology. Competing
against 25 other teams, Westfield
swam one of its most successful meets
of the season with 47 top-10 finishes,
70 top-20 finishes and 57 best times.

The 11/12 Devilfish boys secured
first place in their age group. Swim-
ming two personal best times, 12-
year-old Carson Foley took first in
the 200-free and second in the 50-
free. Andrew Cordeiro, age 11, swam
best times, taking second in the
200-free and second in the 100-free.
Dorain Bogdanovski, Connor
Jennings, Adam Metz, Colin
Terwelp and John Taylor registered
key swims.

The 11/12 girls garnered several
top finishes. Suzanne Lemberg, age

12, had wins in the 50-free and 50-
fly. Bettering her previous best by
almost nine seconds, Becky Krakora
took second in the 200-free.

(10&Under) girls Amanda Adsit,
Caitlin English, Margaux Fleschler,
Brooke Sweeny and Becky Zhang
and Matt Trinkle, age 10, all had top-
10 finishes.

The strength and experience of
Westfield’s older swimmers added
to the team’s success. The 13/14
boys, led by Phil Anton, Matthew
Blutfield, Brian Carr, Brian Corea,
Justin Lo and Nima Saghafi grabbed
eight top-10 finishes. Dan McGrory,
age 16, placed second in the 200 IM
and fourth in the 100-free. Alyson
Goodman, Michelle Jablons, Jasmine
Saghafi and Lauren Winchester were
all top placers in the girls 15/18
division.

Boosters Vote $25,000 to Fund
Weight Room at New Fieldhouse

WESTFIELD – During a meeting
on February 19, the Westfield School
Boosters Association voted to fully
fund the equipment for the weight
room in the new building being con-
structed at the Westfield High School
(WHS) football field on Rahway
Avenue. The room will be named in
honor of Vic Trzesniowski, an active
Booster who died one year ago and
who left his wife, Karen and two
boys, Adam, a football alumnus of
the high school and Brad, who cur-
rently is a linebacker with the WHS

football team.
Boosters President Leo Kane

stressed that the weight room was
coeducational and was to be avail-
able for all sports at the high school.

“We think this weight room will
really enhance all of the sport pro-
grams at Westfield High School. The
equipment will be state of the art and
available to all the students at a loca-
tion where it will get a lot of use,” he
said.

Athletic Director Ed Tranchina
made a presentation to the Boosters
at their meeting on February 5 with
specific recommendations as to the
equipment, which the athletic staff
felt would be the best fit for all the
sport programs. At the February 19
meeting, the Boosters adopted Coach
Tranchina’s recommendations.

The new building will also house a
women’s locker room, which is some-
thing that the female athletes have
not previously had at WHS. Coach
Tranchina told the Boosters how
impressed he was with the quality of
the locker room.

The Westfield School Boosters
Association is a 60-year old organi-
zation of volunteers who raise money
to support Westfield school teams
and to provide scholarships each year
to scholar athletes.

Westfield 7th Girls Stun
Branchburg, 33-23

The Westfield seventh grade Travel
Girls Basketball team defeated pre-
viously unbeaten Branchburg, 33-
23, on February 20 in the Tri-County
Basketball League, improving to 11-
2. Charlotte O’Leary and Nicole
Blackmon led the attack, scoring 10
points each while Liz Schoenbach
contributed six points.

Shannon Murray and Diane
Venezia posted 14 and 12 rebounds,
respectively. Nikki Bullock and Tara
Zierler played tenacious defense and
had five steals each. Amanda
Simmons and Kim Townsend were
also instrumental in the win.

‘Y’ Aquaducks Win
Regional Competition
WESTFIELD – The Westfield “Y”

Aquaducks synchronized swim se-
nior team took first place in the East-
ern Junior Zone Meet, held February
6-8 in Troy, New York. The
Aquaducks competed against 23
teams from all over the northeastern
United States, including New York,
Maryland and Pennsylvania.

Members of the senior team are
Jennifer Gagliotti, Rachel Goor and
Jamie Quale of Scotch Plains,
Brianne Lojo of Westfield, Rochelle
Ross of Staten Island and Emily
Terwelp of Plainfield.

In addition, other units of the
Westfield “Y” synchronized swim
team competed in duet, trio and solo
competitions. Quale, Logo and
Gagliotti earned fifth place with their
trio routine. The junior team placed
11th. Participation in the Zone Meet
required a qualifying score attained
in previous meets.

The Westfield “Y” synchronized
swim team is the only nationally
competitive team in the state of New
Jersey. The “Y” is located at 220
Clark Street in Westfield.

St. Helen’s 7th Boys Up
Hoops Record to 7-1
St. Helen’s 7th grade boys basket-

ball team remained in the hunt for a
Union County CYO playoff berth by
increasing their league record to 7-1.

In this past week’s action, St.
Helen’s destroyed St. Theresa’s of
Summit, 60-22, with Tommy
McManus scoring 13 points for his
season high. Spencer Cassidy chipped
in nine and Matt Isabella added eight.
Kyle Marsh played well in the middle
and Jimmy Reardon, Chris Sheehan,
Craig Dyer and Bret DeFazio each
added six in a well-balanced attack.

Earlier, St. Helen’s was out-manned
by a much bigger Elizabeth Port
Catholic squad, 68-46. Tony DiIorio
bucketed 11 point while Reardon
added nine and Isabella chipped in
with eight. Neil Amato punched in six
and played strong inside. St.

Helens split its final two regular-
season games in the OLP Varsity
League winning, 35-34, behind
DiIorio’s 12 points but then losing a,
36-30, heart beaker despite a strong
effort by James Hughes who led scor-
ing with 10 points while Reardon
added seven.

Union County Girls
Basketball Tourney:

FEBRUARY 19:
QUARTERFINALS:

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD 72, A. L.
JOHNSON 33

Maura Gillooly netted 21 points, three steals
and six rebounds for the top-seeded, 17-5 Raiders.
Hillary Klimowicz scored 13 points and pulled 10
rebounds. Jen Burke and Katie Feeley each had 10
points and Jen Russell sank seven points.

Johnson (17-5)   8   8   6 11 33
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 10 21 22 19 72

UNION CATHOLIC 35, CRANFORD 33
Ali Farawell put up 12 points and Ashley

Whittemore sank nine for the second-seeded, 14-
8 Vikings and Lauren Huber scored five points.

Cranford (10-11)   7   6   6 14 33
Union Catholic   8   7 10 10 35

LINDEN 32, ROSELLE CATHOLIC 30
Ashley Casimir netted nine points for the third-

seeded, 14-8 Linden Tigers and Amanda Sheehy
bucketed 11 points for the 13-9 Lions.

Roselle Catholic   9   2 11   8 30
Linden 11   0   8 13 32

RAHWAY 43, OAK KNOLL 34
Brittany Wright had 10 points and 10 rebounds

for the Rahway Indians and Courtney
Hubschmann scored 16 points for the Royals.

Oak Knoll (13-9)   6   8   7 13 34
Rahway (11-11)   8 12 10 13 43

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a regular
meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tues-
day, February 24, 2004 the following ordi-
nance entitled:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CHAPTER VII OF THE GEN-
ERAL ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS ENTITLED “TRAF-
FIC”

was tabled and will be further considered
on March 9, 2004 at 8:00 p.m. in the Munici-
pal Building.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 2/26/04, The Times Fee: $17.34

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING FOR CONTROL…Raider Andrew Loomis (275-lbs) gave it his all
against his P’burg opponent. In the earlier bout, Loomis wore down Mendham’s
John McNulty and showed him the lights in 3:34.

 




