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BRYANT SCORES 10, COCOZZIELLO PULLS 8 BOARDS

Summit Hilltoppers Topple
Blue Devil Hoopmen, 48-43

SILBER, BACCHI, S. MINEO, CONNOLLY WIN 2 EACH

Raiders Manhandle Mendham,
Fall to P-burg Matmen in Semis

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seeking an opportunity to knock
off the hosting Phillipsburg Stateliners
at the notorious “Pit”, the No. 17
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders suc-
ceeded in bumping off Mendham, 46-
24, in the quarterfinals of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Tourna-

ment but were bitten by the hosts, 41-
18, in the semis on February 17.

The Raiders won nine bouts against
Mendham, led by falls from Andrew
Silber (171-lbs), Andrew Loomis
(275-lbs), Eric Connolly (140-lbs)
and Yoav Nudell (160-lbs). Pat Mineo
(135-lbs) scored a tech fall (tf) to
clinch the match, 34-12, with four

bouts remaining.
Beginning at 171-lbs, Silber dem-

onstrated his proficiency with a low
single-leg takedown then clamped his
opponent to the mat in 1:40. Charlie
Bachi received a forfeit at 189-lbs. At
215, Marc Fabiano tallied a first-pe-
riod takedown on Josh Tishman, added
an escape and a single-leg takedown
in period two, then scored a takedown
and reversal to grab a 9-3 decision.
Loomis wore down strongman John
McNulty in 3:34, using a yank-and-
crank, half nelson combination to
make the score, 21-0.

Dave DeNichilo at 103, showed
plenty of moxie in his 3-1 loss to
John Fennell. Raider Sal Gano at 112
was unrelenting when he reversed
Matt McCloskey for a 4-3 victory.
Steve Mineo, in his usual groove, got
the jump on Bill Hall at 130 with a
(tf) in 3:11.

“I first work my front head series.
From there I was looking to bring a
one-on-one onto his back to get the
bar-arm while looking for a Gable;
that’s what I normally do on top. I
was able to lock up a cradle and
worked the old school Navy.”

Pat Mineo demolished John
Mastrobouno, 17-2, in 5:51. “After

WESTFIELD UNDERCLASSMEN RISE UP, ADD DEPTH

Blue Devil Swim Boys Douse
Warriors in North 2 Semis

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Effectively working the younger
boys and having upperclassmen
strength duel it out, the fifth-ranked,
11-2, Westfield High School swim
team grabbed first in eight of 11
events to overpower Watchung Hills,

99-71, in the North 2 Public A
NJSIAA semifinals at the Wallace
YMCA pool in Westfield on Febru-
ary 19.

“The way we had it set up today,
we shaved all of our ‘B’ and ‘C’ guys
for this type of a meet. All these
younger guys worked hard all year,

so it gave them the opportunity to
swim their fastest times of the sea-
son,” explained boys’ swimming
Head Coach Bruce Johnson. “In the
200 IM, McGrory dropped from a
2:26 to a 2:19, Cuba dropped from
2:28 to 2:20 and Jeff Dressley went
from 2:38 to 2:32. Another fresh-
man, Phil Anton in the 400 free,
dropped from 6:18 to 5:53; that’s 25
seconds and that’s huge. It just shows
what a taper and a shave can do.
Many of them got to swim three
times today; next week they’ll swim
perhaps only once. We will shave
everyone the rest of the way, then as
long as we keep on winning, we will
continue on shaving.”

In the first event, the 200-yard
medley relay, a fired up Blue Devil
quartet of Tim Kolenut, Pat Daurio,
Dan Chabanov and anchorman An-
drew Prunesti steamed up the pool
and touched first with a combined

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Trailing for most of three-and-a-
half quarters, the sixth-seeded
Westfield High School boys basket-
ball team rallied to take a five-point
lead, then turned ice cold to allow
11th-seeded Summit to seize a 48-43
victory in the opening round of the
Union County Tournament at
Rahway on February 18. Poor shoot-
ing percentage and bad passing
haunted the 13-7 Blue Devils
throughout the game.

Senior forward Terrance Bryant
led the Blue Devils with 10 points
and guard Jan Cocozziello followed
with nine points while Eric Hayes
and Bryan Power each scored seven
points. The Hilltoppers were recipi-
ents of 16 points from junior forward
Wellington Smith, who also had 10
rebounds, and 13 points each from
junior guard Mike Dugan and senior
guard Dwayne Reid.

For most of the game, the Blue
Devils did control the boards with
Cocozziello pulling eight rebounds,

Power grabbing six and Tyshon
Blackmon, who netted three points,
pulling five. Power, Cocozziello and
Hayes each had two steals. When it
can down to putting the round ball
through the hoop, the Blue Devils
shot a dismal 34 percent – 15-for-44
– from the floor and hit only 48
percent – 10-for-21 – from the free
throw line. Only Hayes and Power
were decent from the charity line,
each hitting 3-of-4.

“We were very loose with our of-

TOMASSO WINS NO. 80; SHAFFER, KRAMER WIN BIG

Piscataway Wrestlers Outlast
Recovering Blue Devils, 41-30

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Time is running short for the
Westfield High School wrestling
team that hopes to have its entire
varsity lineup healthy by the time
that the District 11 Tournament be-
gins tomorrow, February 27, in
Westfield. With three of their top
varsity matmen still on the heal, the
hosting Blue Devils fell victim to
Piscataway, 41-30, on February 20.

“It’s been pretty frustrating. I know
the kids, it’s very tough to maintain
the motivation when you see all your

big guns are hurt,” commented Blue
Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz. “It
hurts us in the workout room in terms
that we are limited in who we can
work out with. It hurts but, at the
same time, I think today they man-
aged to wrestle pretty well. They
came to wrestle.”

Considering the upcoming tour-
nament, Kurz expressed, “The three
guys who are injured are guys who
should be wrestling in the region
tournament. Yea! You’re injured, but
if you are a competitor, if you are a
fighter, if you are a champion, you

will get it done under any circum-
stance. We just have to suck it up.”

Of the Blue Devils’ six bout victo-
ries, very good signs came from the
performances of 152-lb senior Lee
Tomasso, 160-lb sophomore Andrew
Shaffer and 112-lb junior Sam Kramer,
who just returned to the lineup.

Tomasso worked over George Wil-
liams with a tight waist and an arm
bar before immobilizing him with an
arm bar and a chin hook in 1:52 to
claim his 80th career victory.

“I feel pretty relaxed. I was able to
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Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TWIST AND TURN…There is no way of escaping this Navy ride by 130-lb Steve
Mineo who demolished Mendham’s Bill Hall in a technical fall in 3:11. Mineo
also blanked P’burg’s Brandon Stillo, 6-0.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLASHING FOR THE BASKETBALL…Blue Devil forward, Joe Korfmacher, No. 22, slashes for the basketball as
Hilltopper Mike Dugan attempts to catch it. Dugan sank a crucial 3-pointer late in the fourth quarter to help Summit edge
Westfield, 48-43.

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HE’S A WINNER…Blue Devil senior team captain Ryan Bartholomew churns
his way to first place in the 100-butterfly in 56.17. Bartholomew also swam the
third leg of the 400-freestyle relay in 54.16 to assist in the victory.




