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Route 22 in Mountainside
Part of  ‘Safe Corridors’

Program Enforced by DOT
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By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

As part of an initiative to pro-
mote safer roads in New Jersey,
the New Jersey Department of
Transportation (NJDOT) an-
nounced last week that they have
begun enforcing a new law called
“Safe Corridors” as of February
15.

This law, which was signed by
Governor James McGreevey last
July, doubles fines for driving of-
fences including speeding and ag-
gressive driving on eight major
highways in New Jersey including
a portion of Route 22, located in
Mountainside.

According to Mountainside Po-

lice Chief, James Debbie, the
NJDOT has chosen Route 22 from
New Providence Road in
Mountainside to west of the Route
1/9 interchange in Newark as one
of its eleven stretches of highways
targeted based on a high crash rate
record. He noted, “in order to make
this roadway safer, the DOT has
made all moving violations in this
area of Route 22 carry double fines.”

According to State Transporta-
tion Commissioner Jack Lettiere,
other highways picked for this ef-
fort are Routes 1, 9, 40, 46, 73 and
206. He stated that the 130 miles of
state roadways were designated in
the program based on statistics
showing a crash rate, which is 50
percent over the state rate. He also
noted that these strips of roadways
endure 1,000 more crashes than

other New Jersey roadways in a
single year.

“It is our responsibility to do
everything within our power to
ensure that New Jersey’s roads are
made as safe as possible and we
will take whatever technological,
engineering or enforcement steps
necessary to accomplish this goal”
commented Mr. Letteire. “Safe
Corridors demonstrates our zero
tolerance for anyone who jeopar-
dizes the well being of New Jersey
motorists.”

Other New Jersey roadways des-
ignated in the law include: Route
1 just north of the Route 1 toll
bridge in Trenton to Carnegie Cen-
ter Boulevard in West Windsor,

Route 1 from Old Henderson Road
in South Brunswick just north of
Old Post Road in Edison, Route 9
from Pine Boulevard in Lakewood
to Washington Road in South
Amboy, Route 22 from Orr Drive
in Branchburg to King George
Road in Greenbrook, Route 40
from Cologne Avenue in Hamilton
Township to Genoa Avenue in Egg
Harbor Township, Route 46 from
Down Street in Netcong to just
east of West Main street in
Rockaway, Route 46 just west of
Parsippany-Troy Hills to Valley
Road in Clifton, Route 47 just
South of Route 49 in Millville to
just north of Arbor Avenue in
Vineland, Route 73 south of Will-
iam Feather Drive in Voorhees to
Linewood Avenue in Maple Shade

               Photo Courtesy of Snapshots for The Westfield Leader
SUV PARKING PROBLEM?…The parking attempt by this Jeep owner was rudely interrupted by a huge Dodge Durango
in front of Snapshots on East Broad Street in Westfield on Saturday, February 14.

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
HIGHWAY ADVISORY…Large signs warning drivers of double fines are
now posted on a strip of Route 22 in Mountainside.

Westfield Board of Education Examines
Technology Portion of 2004-2005 Budget

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
held a special meeting on Tuesday to
discuss the technology portion of the
2004-2005 school district budget.
The meeting was added to the board’s

normal schedule of meetings in or-
der to accommodate the ongoing
formation of next year’s budget.

According to the preliminary bud-
get compiled by Board of Education
Secretary Robert Berman, the tech-
nology section of the budget will rise
14.37 percent, from $1,453,607 in
2003-2004 to $1,622,470 in this
year’s proposed spending plan.

Board member Kimberley Rhodes
was quick to point out that the sharp
increase is not indicative of over-
spending by the district, but rather
the result of a large number of new
leases being taken out on equipment.

“Last year, we had an unusually
low number,” she said, due to the fact
that a number of computers were
being used for a fourth year after a
three-year payment plan.

Mr. Berman concurred, saying,
“The increase is mainly due to new
leases.”

Salaries will comprise $665,621
of the technology budget. The staff
will include a supervisor and a secre-
tary, as well as an Assistant Network
Manager at Westfield High School
(WHS), four Computer Technicians
at the elementary and intermediate
levels, two Computer Technicians at
WHS and six Elementary Teacher
Technicians at the elementary level,
as well as vigorous staff training.

In addition, the administrative net-
work requires the services of a Net-
work Manager and a secretary.

The preliminary budget calls for
$12,709 for improvement of instruc-
tion and $18,000 for membership in
the Union County Internet Consor-
tium, which provides the school dis-
trict with Internet access. The dis-
trict will pay a combined $124,375
for technician training, instructional
consultants, the purchase of profes-
sional services, repairs for classroom-
based equipment and repairs for
building-based electronics. A total
of $111,389 will be put towards vari-
ous instructional supplies to be dis-
tributed to the district’s nine schools.

The district’s administrative net-
work will be allotted a proposed
$83,515 for communication, techni-
cal services, administrative network
supplies and training.

Each of the school’s six elemen-
tary schools is budgeted for an aver-
age of $34,986 in new equipment,
including teacher computers, library
computers, printers and projectors.
Edison Intermediate School is bud-
geted for $98,496 in equipment, in-
cluding 28 computers for Technol-
ogy class and 36 new computers to
be spread among six science class-
rooms. Similarly, Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School is budgeted for
$107,730 in equipment, which in-
cludes 28 computers for Technology
class and 42 new computers for seven
science classrooms.

Some controversy arose over the
high school’s $350,000 technology
budget, which includes 150 new
teacher laptops at a total of $306,000.
The computers being purchased are
powerful notebook computers that
come equipped with both CD and
DVD burners, the need for which
was contested by both Ms. Rhodes

and fellow board member Beth
Cassie.

“I want to make sure that when we
make this purchase, and it’s a huge
one, that we’re getting the best value
out of it,” said Ms. Rhodes.

Board Vice President Anne Riegel

suggested that teachers be held ac-
countable for properly taking advan-
tage of the investment the taxpayers
would be making in the computers.

Board President Arlene Gardner
concurred, bringing up the idea of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

MS Borough Council Discusses
Regional School Litigation

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At the start of this month’s
Mountainside Borough Council
meeting, the Mabel Young Good
Neighbor Award was presented to
Rosemary Albrecht and Cathy Lunn,
on behalf of her husband, Stephen
Lunn, who could not accept his own
award because he was out of town.

The two recipients were honored
because of time spent helping their
senior neighbors on Wood Valley
Road clean and shovel driveways,
along with other household chores or
errands needed. Neighbors of the
two honorees have reported seeing
Ms. Albrecht, who is an airline pilot,
washing windows at neighbors’
houses and Mr. Lunn, an engineer,
help neighbors with computer prob-
lems.

Each year, members of the Mabel
Young Good Neighbor Award Com-
mittee recognizes a member or mem-
bers of the community who have
made outstanding contributions for
the betterment and welfare of
Mountainside.

Committee members described
Mabel Young as “a woman of in-
domitable spirit who believed that
we are each, truly, our brother’s
keeper.”

In other business, it was announced

by Mayor Robert Viglianti that im-
mediately following the council
meeting, members of the governing
body, along with members of the
Board of Education would discuss in
a closed session meeting the pending
litigation that Mountainside is un-
dergoing regarding the 1995 regional
school district dissolution referen-
dum that affected Clark, Springfield
Berkeley Heights, Kenilworth,
Mountainside and Garwood.

Mayor Viglianti explained that in
the original referendum,  then county
Schools Superintendent Dr. Leonard
Fitts noted an inequity in the law
governing dissolution of regional
districts. It was reported that real
estate owned by the district went to
the town where the real estate was
located, while the liquid assets were
divided according to each town’s
percentage contribution to all of the
assets owned by the district.

According to the mayor, this meant
that Clark, Springfield, Berkeley
Heights and Kenilworth would re-
ceive land and buildings worth tens
of millions of dollars, while
Mountainside and Garwood would

receive none. In addition
Mountainside would have to split the
liquid assets with the five other towns,
making the monies received skewed.

The mayor noted that Dr. Fitts
then recommended that
Mountainside and Garwood receive
all of the liquid assets, with 76 per-
cent going to Mountainside and 24
percent going to Garwood to com-
pensate for the lack of real estate
assets.

The mayor stated that after the
referendum had passed in 1996 the
Acting County Superintendent,
David Livingston reversed Dr. Fitts
decision and concluded that all six
towns would split the liquid assets
evenly.

Over subsequent years, Mayor
Viglianti noted that the
Mountainside’s governing body has
been fighting Dr. Livingston’s posi-
tion, appealing to the Commissioner
of Education, the State Board of
Education, the Appellate Division of
the Superior Court and to the New
Jersey Supreme Court.

The mayor concluded that in Janu-

         Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
NEW EQUIPMENT…Congressman Michael Ferguson meets with the Westfield Fire Department and announces the
$130,000 grant given to the department for new equipment. Westfield Fire Chief John Castellano explains equipment and
use of the grant to the congressman and Westfield Mayor Gregory McDermott. Pictured, from left to right, are: Mayor
McDermott, Congressman Ferguson, Chief Castellano, and Firefighter Daniel Maglione.CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Council Raises Questions
Regarding Traffic Study

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

During Tuesday night’s public
meeting of the Westfield Town Coun-
cil, Scott Parker of Edwards and
Kelcey presented the traffic impact
study which was done in regards to
the proposed construction of parking
decks at Prospect and Elm Streets
and South Avenue.

Mayor Gregory McDermott pref-
aced the presentation by stating that
there are a lot of people “skeptical of
this report.”

Mr. Parker said that traffic counts
were done in October at 19 intersec-
tions in town, and statistics for seven
intersections were extracted from
Edwards and Kelcey’s study con-
cerning the South Avenue traffic
circle project.

He said that while there will be
additional traffic associated with this
development, commuters and em-
ployees are already coming into the
downtown but are parking in various
locations. He said the project would
be a “rebalancing of traffic.”

According to Mr. Parker, at South
Avenue there will be 21 new trips in
the morning and 65 in the evening.
At Prospect and Elm Streets, there
will be 51 new trips in the morning
and 75 in the evening.

He said the project will “exacer-
bate” existing traffic problems at the
intersection of South and Central
Avenues, but that the intersection
can be brought back to the current
level of service by making a left turn-
only lane and modifying the signal.

He also recommended that the east-

ern exit onto South Avenue from the
proposed parking garage prohibit left
turns from 4 to 7 p.m.

Third Ward Republican Council-
man Mark Ciarrocca questioned
whether drivers would have a ten-
dency to go straight up Summit Av-
enue upon exiting the garage, rather
than making a left onto South Avenue.
He voiced concern that there would be
an increase in traffic on streets such as
Park, Grove and Clover.

Mr. Parker said that putting stop
signs along the north/south flow of
Boulevard and Summit Avenue would
make the streets less appealing. He
also said that timing the lights on
Central Avenue would allow for a
more continuous flow, but that the
feasibility of this measure would need
to be studied.

Mayor McDermott also raised con-
cern that prohibiting a left turn from
the eastern exit of the proposed ga-
rage would cause cars to go right
onto South Avenue and make a left
onto Boulevard.

He also questioned how many people
make a left onto Central from South,
and how many go to the traffic circle in
order to get to the north side of town.

Mr. Parker said the distribution of
residents on the waiting list for park-
ing permits is evenly split between
the north and south sides.

Fourth Ward Republican Council-
man James Foerst asked if traffic num-
bers would change if national chains
came into the proposed retail space.
Mr. Parker confirmed that they would.

Second Ward Republican Coun-
cilwoman JoAnn Neylan said she

finds “it hard to believe there is such
a low impact…it’s incredulous to
me.”

First Ward Republican Council-
man Sal Caruana questioned how
advisable it was to build a deck at the
Prospect and Elm site, since the grad-
ing is poor at Prospect from Dudley
to East Broad.

Mr. Parker responded that it is “not
ill advisable.”

Councilman Caruana raised con-
cern that new shoppers would be
attracted to the area if parking spaces
currently being used by employees
was freed up.

A public meeting devoted solely
to the traffic study will be held at a
date to be announced. For more in-
formation on the traffic study, see the
article on Page 2.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, Julie Tarr asked
when a study would be done regard-
ing traffic at the intersection of Clo-
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Rahway Avenue
Boulevard
Gallows Hill Road
Willow Grove Road
Prospect Street
Dudley Avenue
Summit Avenue
East Broad Street
Mountain Avenue
Lawrence Avenue
Westfield Avenue
Woodland Avenue
North Avenue
Central Avenue
Totals:

Summonses

Speeding Enforcement Stats.
For the Month of December

The monthly publishing of speeding en-
forcement is part of the Westfield Police
Department’s efforts to make the streets of
Westfield safer for everyone. The Westfield
Police Department will not tolerate aggressive
drivers, and while issuing summonses is not
the main objective, it is necessary in order to
gain compliance with traffic laws.

Street Warnings

3
1
1
0
2
1
1
0
0
1
0
1
0
0
11

9
2
0
5
5
7
0
2
3
4
1
0
1
1
40

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

MOUNTAINSIDE

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15
•e w a r k  w a s

arrested after a motor vehicle stop and
charged with exhibiting a false drivers
license, driving with a suspended license,
possession of stolen credit cards and out-
standing warrants in the amount of $2,013.

•o f  P l a i n f i e l d

was arrested following a motor vehicle
stop and charged with obstruction, coun-
terfeit driver’s license and $1,120 in
outstanding warrants.

•  A New Providence resident reported
that the hubcaps were removed from
their Honda Accord while it was parked
at the Loews Theatre.

and Route 206 from Opossum Road
in Montgomery to just north of South
Bridge Street in Somerville.

Mr. Lettiere also pointed out that
other potential unsafe roads could be
added to the program as deemed
necessary by crash statistics. He
added that roads might also be re-
moved from the list that shows im-
proved safety records.

He concluded that the Department

Route 22 in Mountainside
Part of  ‘Safe Corridors’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

of Transportation would continue to
monitor all highway data and review
the initial “Safe Corridors” effort
within a year to chart the program’s
success.

“Other states such as California
and Oregon have shown positive re-
sults a year after instituting similar
safety programs,” stated Mr. Lettiere.
“We are looking forward to these
results in New Jersey.”

 Scotch Plains Teachers, Parents Demand
Repair Of Evergreen Elementary School

By MICHELLE SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Teachers,
parents and members of the Parent-
Teacher Association (PTA) expressed
their opinions about the decay of
Evergreen Elementary School dur-
ing last Thursday evening’s meeting
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education.

During the first public portion of
the meeting, several residents dis-
cussed the leaking roofs and up-
rooted floor tiles, while kindergarten
teacher Lynn Sanders spoke on be-
half of the Evergreen teachers, many
who had congregated for the meet-
ing.

“We are appalled at the condition
of Evergreen School,” Ms. Sanders
said. She expressed concern for the
health of the faculty and children.

She mentioned falling and miss-
ing ceiling tiles in several areas of
the building which required buckets
to catch dripping water, floor tiles
that have been removed but not re-
placed, and even presented photo-
graphs taken of the affected areas.

Ms. Sanders questioned the board
about monitoring the air quality in
the school, as well as the potential
harm of mold, asbestos and other
“health hazards.”

While the taxpayers in the audi-
ence demanded immediate solutions,

the board responded by saying they
have only been recently made aware
of the declining condition of Ever-
green, which is among other schools
in need of repair.

“We are evaluating the situation,”
said Business Administrator Anthony
Del Sordi, who also said that there is
not enough money in the remaining
year’s budget to replace the entire
roof as the taxpayers were suggest-
ing.

Board member Edward Saridaki
pointed out that if the evaluation
called for a new roof for Evergreen
School then the project would have
to be undertaken during a period
when children were out of school for
a substantial amount of time due to
the dust and rust emitted while re-
placing a roof.

In other matters, the board began
the meeting by reading a resolution
and honoring music teacher Vincent
Turturiello, the recent recipient of
the 2004 Master of Music Teacher
Award given by the New Jersey Music
Education Association.

Mr. Turturiello, Music Instructor
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School since 1978, was described as
“a strong leader…well respected (and
an) excellent conductor with origi-
nal technique and passion,” by his
co-workers and board members.

The board also reviewed another

draft of the 2004-2005 school calen-
dar. They discussed the possibility of
not prioritizing the two “give back
days,” March 28 and May 27, saved
for additional snow days if needed,
so the district could potentially have
no school the day after Easter which
has been a desired day off for many,
according to Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Carol Choye.

There was little discussion about

Steering Committee
Adopts Flat Rate

Assessment for SID
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- The steering
committee looking into the feasi-
bility of establishing a Special Im-
provement District (SID) in down-
town Scotch Plains will make a pre-
sentation to downtown property
owners tonight, two days after the
committee finally reached agree-
ment on an assessment formula that
will fund an appropriate operating
budget in a SID’s first year.

After several weeks of discus-
sion, the nine steering committee
members present at Tuesday
evening’s meeting voted unani-
mously to recommend a multi-tiered
flat rate system for assessing down-
town properties, a formula that will
finance a first-year budget of about
$78,350.

The flat rate approach, which com-
mittee member Barry Gaunt of Vi-
tamin Express called “a perfect com-
promise,” was a last-minute pro-
posal made a week ago after several
weeks of serious discussion about
assessment formulas under which
properties would pay up to 25 cents
per $100 of assessed value.

Under the six-tiered structure,
nonresidential properties within the
proposed SID boundaries that are
valued up to $100,000 will pay $250;
those valued from $100,000-
$200,000 will pay $550; those be-
tween $200,000 and $300,000 will
pay $800; properties valued between
$300,000 and $750,000 will be as-
sessed $1,250; those between
$750,000 and $2 million will pay
$1,500; and properties valued higher
than $2 million will pay $2,000.

The proposed SID will affect prop-
erties on Park Avenue from Route
22 to the Fanwood border, the length
of East Second Street and Front
Street, Westfield Avenue from Park
Avenue to Union Avenue, and Terrill
Road between East Second Street
and Front Street.

In the first year of the SID’s op-
eration, properties on Terrill Road
and Front Street will not be assessed
due primarily to most of those prop-
erties having not been formally no-
tified about the SID last year when
steering committee discussions first
began.

In addition, after Seymour Stein
of CEO Executive Suites objected
on Tuesday to his 1812 Front Street
property being among only four
Front Street properties being as-
sessed in the first year, the commit-
tee agreed to not assess any Front
Street properties for the first year
due to what committee members
agreed was the arbitrariness of those
four properties’ initial inclusion.

Mr. Stein has also raised concerns
in recent weeks about the various
assessment proposals being dis-
cussed and how properties like his
Front Street office building would
not benefit as greatly from a SID as
would retail properties.

The steering committee, will
present its findings and recommen-
dations to downtown property own-
ers tonight at 7 p.m. at Scotch Hills
County Club, reminded itself that
none of its recommendations are
“set in stone,” as committee mem-
ber and President of the Scotch
Plains Business and Professional
Association Steve Goldberg sug-
gested.

If the consensus of those in atten-
dance tonight is counter to any of
the recommendations being put
forth, the steering committee will
make necessary changes before re-
questing the Township Council to
enact an ordinance establishing the
SID.

The council will also need to ap-
prove the SID’s annual budget.
Township officials will collect the
SID assessments and then transfer
those monies to the SID, and com-
mittee member Michael Locascio
said it was important that specific
language be included in the ordi-
nance that the SID receive 100 per-
cent of all monies collected by the
township each year.

The SID steering committee has
held 19 meetings since last Septem-
ber and Mr. Goldberg, who served
as de facto leader of the weekly
meetings, said that, despite the di-
verse membership of the committee
and the at-times contentious discus-
sions, “the fact that we’ve gotten
this far is amazing.” He added that,
“this is as close as I’ve seen any-
body come to making real change
and progress.”

       Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
GOP CONFERS…Congressman Mike Ferguson confers with Westfield Mayor
Gregory McDermott while Mountainside Councilman Glenn Mortimer listens
in during the annual county GOP Lincoln Day celebration held February 12 at
the Westwood in Garwood. Pictured above, left to right, are: Congressman
Ferguson, Mr. Mortimer and Mayor McDermott.

        Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
CUBS VISIT WESTFIELD LEADER...On Thursday, February 12, Tiger Cubs
from Franklin School in Westfield visited the office of The Westfield Leader to
learn about communication. They learned that their brain is the most important
tool.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SHOOT SCORE…The Rialto Theatre in Westfield arranged a special showing
of Miracle so that the Westfield Hockey team could raise money. The Westfield
hockey team raised $670 during the event, which took place on February 11. This
money raised will provide three and a half hours of ice time at Warinanco ice
rink in Woodbridge.

asking WHS teachers to create their
own webpages in order to strengthen
the lines of communication between
teachers, parents, and students.

Following the end of the technol-
ogy presentation, Mr. Berman
showed the board an update of the

preliminary budget. By his calcula-
tions, the preliminary budget calls
for an increase of 6 percent over last
year’s budget, not 7 percent as origi-
nally projected. Board members ex-
pressed their satisfaction with the
results they’ve seen to this point in
the process.

“Money is being spent where it
needs to be spent,” said board mem-
ber Richard Solomon.

The next public discussion of the
budget will take place on Tuesday,
February 24, when the board will
discuss Athletics, Fine Arts and co-
curricular activities, as well as ad-
dressing the budget as a whole.

The board aims to approve a com-
prehensive preliminary budget by
Tuesday, March 2. The board will
hold a public hearing on the budget
on Monday, March 29 at the admin-
istration building on Elm Street.

The annual school election will
take place on Tuesday, April 20.
Community members will vote
whether to approve the 2004-2005
budget and elect three people to the
2004-2005 school board. Westfield
residents wishing to run for a seat on
the board must obtain a petition from
the office of Mr. Berman. The peti-
tion must be signed and delivered to
the same office by Thursday, April 1.

Following budget discussions, Ms.
Gardner raised the possibility of cre-
ating standing board committees to
address technology and special edu-
cation issues. The board declined,
citing its reluctance to engage in
micromanagement.

The board also declined to amend
its by-laws to include a stipulation
that prohibits a board member who
is running for re-election from de-
livering the annual budget message
on Channel 36. The board instead
agreed to make it a general practice
as opposed to amending the by-
laws.

ary 2001, the Supreme Court ruled in
Mountainside’s favor and that money
that had been distributed would then
be turned over to Mountainside and
Garwood. He also stated that the four
other member towns have been ap-
pealing that decision ever since.

The mayor noted that on Novem-
ber 25, 2003, the Office of Adminis-
trative Law issued a decision by Judge
Robert Giordano in which the New
Jersey Supreme Court’s 2001 ruling
was upheld and that on February 5 of
this year, the Commissioner of Edu-
cation issued a decision also affirm-
ing Judge Giordano’s decision.

Under his decision, Mountainside
should receive an immediate pay-
ment of $438,680 and $1,149,850
per year for the next five years, total-
ing $6,187,931. The mayor stated
that the other towns may again ap-
peal and that the meeting was to
discuss further litigation strategy and
how best to use the money for
Mountainside citizens.

In other business, a second and
final reading of, Ordinances 1066,
1067, 1068 and 1069 was held. The
ordinances will update permit and
inspection fees for construction and
zoning according to state regulations;
amend community pool fees for the
2004 summer season by a 2 percent
increase; establish an Assistant En-
gineering position with a salary range
of $15,000-$30,000 per year, and
create an ordinance prohibiting park-
ing on the west side of Woodacres
Drive from 2 to 4 p.m. on school
days.

Last month, members of the gov-

erning body discussed Ordinance
1068, which prohibits parking dur-
ing school hours on the west side of
Woodacres Drive from Pembrook
Road to Meeting House Lane. Police
Chief James Debbie noted that there
is a congestion problem in that area
since the opening of the Beechwood
School.

Finally, it was noted by Council-
man Paul Mirabelli that Channel 35
would be up and running again within
the next few weeks. It has been down
since late 2003 for renovations and
updates. Councilman Mirabelli told
audience members that the final por-
tion of the renovations is almost com-
plete and that the channel is ex-
pected to be ready to go within the
next two weeks.

He noted that the television sta-
tion has been upgraded with digital
equipment and that the room hold-
ing all of the equipment had to be
doubled in size to accommodate the
new pieces. He added that the elec-
trical wiring also had to be updated
for the new equipment and furniture
for storage had to be ordered, which
is now in the process of being as-
sembled.

Councilman Mirabelli also stated
that the two part-time employees
who are manning the station are in
desperate need of volunteers to help
film events. He noted that the TV
station is planning to film Deerfield’s
Spirit Night on February 27 starting
at 6 p.m.

The next Mountainside meeting
will be held on Tuesday, March 9, at
8 p.m.

Regional School Litigation
Discussed by MS Council

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Technology Portion of WF
School Bd. Budget Examined
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HOW DO YOU MEASURE UP?…At St. Paul’s Day School in Westfield,
kindergarteners were challenged to see if they were taller than the Emperor
Penguin. The project was part of a recent study of the Polar Regions. To register
at St. Paul’s Day School, please call (908) 233-5417.

ver and Central.
Third Ward Republican Council-

man Andrew Skibitsky responded
that it would be looked at this year.

Cynthia Folk said the South Av-
enue parking lot has many other
uses, such as fairs and markets, mak-
ing it “invaluable.” She also stated
that dozens of spaces in the lot have
been inaccessible because of snow
piled in them.

Dorian Road resident Nick Kapur
presented a petition to the town re-
garding a drainage problem on his
street. He said that because there are
no storm sewers, a “river” occurs
when it rains. He said there currently
is ice that is eight to 12 inches thick,
and one morning his car was iced in.

Mayor McDermott assured Mr.
Kapur that the finance committee is
discussing the issue within the capi-
tal budget discussions.

In other business, the council ap-
proved home demolitions at 443
Edgewood Road, 639 Westfield Av-
enue, 1123 Grand Avenue and 526
Downer Street.

The council also approved an or-
dinance implementing a fee for de-
velopment. A fee of $3,888.89 would
be collected for the construction of
each new residential unit, and a fee
based on floor area for non-residen-
tial construction. A public hearing
will be held on the ordinance on
Tuesday, March 2.

the 2004-2005 budget on Thursday
night, however, the board will hold
special board budget meetings on
Tuesdays, February 24 and March 2
at 7:30 p.m. to continue with the
stages of drafting and completing
the budget.

Recognition of the Broadway Cho-
rus will take place at the next sched-
uled regular public meeting on Thurs-
day, February 26, at Evergreen School.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council


