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Teachers, Parents Demand Repair
Of Evergreen Elementary School

By MICHELLE SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Teachers, parents and members
of the Parent-Teacher Association
(PTA) expressed their opinions
about the decay of Evergreen El-
ementary School during last Thurs-
day evening’s meeting of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion.

During the first public portion of

the meeting, several residents dis-
cussed the leaking roofs and up-
rooted floor tiles, while kindergar-
ten teacher Lynn Sanders spoke on
behalf of the Evergreen teachers,
many who had congregated for the
meeting.

“We are appalled at the condi-
tion of Evergreen School,” Ms.
Sanders said. She expressed con-
cern for the health of the faculty

and children.
She mentioned falling and miss-

ing ceiling tiles in several areas of
the building which required buck-
ets to catch dripping water, floor
tiles that have been removed but
not replaced, and even presented
photographs taken of the affected
areas.

Ms. Sanders questioned the board
about monitoring the air quality in
the school, as well as the potential
harm of mold, asbestos and other
“health hazards.”

While the taxpayers in the audi-
ence demanded immediate solu-
tions, the board responded by say-
ing they have only been recently
made aware of the declining con-
dition of Evergreen, which is
among other schools in need of
repair.

“We are evaluating the situation,”
said Business Administrator An-
thony Del Sordi, who also said that
there is not enough money in the
remaining year’s budget to replace
the entire roof as the taxpayers
were suggesting.

Board member Edward Saridaki
pointed out that if the evaluation
called for a new roof for Ever-
green School then the project
would have to be undertaken dur-
ing a period when children were
out of school for a substantial
amount of time due to the dust
and rust emitted while replacing
a roof.

In other matters, the board began
the meeting by reading a resolution
and honoring music teacher Vincent
Turturiello, the recent recipient of
the 2004 Master of Music Teacher
Award given by the New Jersey
Music Education Association.

Mr. Turturiello, Music Instructor
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School since 1978, was described
as “a strong leader…well respected
(and an) excellent conductor with
original technique and passion,”
by his co-workers and board mem-
bers.

The board also reviewed another
draft of the 2004-2005 school cal-
endar. They discussed the possibil-
ity of not prioritizing the two “give
back days,” March 28 and May 27,
saved for additional snow days if
needed, so the district could poten-
tially have no school the day after
Easter which has been a desired
day off for many, according to Su-
perintendent of Schools Dr. Carol
Choye.

There was little discussion about
the 2004-2005 budget on Thursday
night, however, the board will hold
special board budget meetings on
Tuesdays, February 24 and March
2 at 7:30 p.m. to continue with the
stages of drafting and completing
the budget.

Recognition of the Broadway
Chorus will take place at the next
scheduled regular public meeting
on Thursday, February 26, at Ever-
green School.

Lauren S. Pass for The Times
COMMUNICATION IS KEY...Congressman Michael Ferguson, center, was in Scotch Plains on Tuesday to present a
$117,360 grant to the Scotch Plains Fire Department. The department will use the grant to purchase additional radios
and to improve their communications. Pictured from left to right are: Andrew Miller, Randy Grizzard, John Lestarchick,
Cheif Jonathan Ellis, Mayor Martin Marks, Congressman Ferguson, Paul Malool, Francis Lienherd, Michael Cuccurollo
and Carmen Grausso.
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Council Takes First
Crack at Township’s
$19.5 Million Budget

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil started serious consideration of
the 2004 municipal budget on Tues-
day night, beginning what could be
several weeks of budget meetings
that will examine the $19.5 million
spending proposal for areas where
further cuts could be made or, if
deemed necessary, additional fund-
ing could be provided.

On Tuesday night, the council was
expected to look at a number of
specific departments and categories,
including the police department, the
township library, the health depart-
ment, the planning board and board
of adjustment, police and fire pen-
sions, and street lighting and insur-
ance costs.

In advance of the first budget meet-
ing, Township Manager Thomas
Atkins provided the council at its
conference meeting on Tuesday
evening with a summary of the
township’s annual debt service pay-
ments for the coming years.

The debt service, which totaled
$1.519 million last year, is set to
decline very slightly this year before
dropping more significantly in 2005,
2006 and 2007, when it is expected
to total about $1.14 million, based
on preliminary estimates.

He also told the council it is pos-
sible the township may enter the note
market this year due to several
projects that may be undertaken in
2004, including facility improve-
ments at the municipal building and

the public works building on
Plainfield Avenue.

In other matters discussed during a
brief meeting, Mr. Atkins told the
council that Union County officials
now have specific cost estimates for
the planned improvements to
ballfields on Route 22 and at Union
County Vocational-Technical School
on Raritan Road.

Without providing specific dollar
figures, he said he expects to receive
recommendations soon from the rec-
reation commission on how the costs
of the twin projects will be shared by
the county and township govern-
ments.

On another matter, Mr. Atkins said
cost estimates for the planned new
communications tower at the south
side firehouse should be ready shortly.
He told the council that a capital
ordinance will need to be introduced,
probably at its Tuesday, March 9,
meeting, with bids being advertised
and then awarded sometime in April.

The new tower will replace a four-
decade-old tower and enable town-
ship fire personnel to better commu-
nicate with each other.

In a brief report about the monthly
meeting of the suburban municipal
joint insurance fund, a consortium of
several municipalities that pool some
of their insurance coverages, Mr.
Atkins told the council that pending
legislation in Trenton would “drasti-
cally modify workers compensation
laws.”

The legislation could take away

Steering Committee Adopts
Flat Rate Assessment for SID

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The steering committee looking
into the feasibility of establishing a
Special Improvement District (SID)
in downtown Scotch Plains will make
a presentation to downtown property
owners tonight, two days after the
committee finally reached agreement
on an assessment formula that will
fund an appropriate operating bud-
get in a SID’s first year.

After several weeks of discussion,
the nine steering committee mem-
bers present at Tuesday evening’s
meeting voted unanimously to rec-

ommend a multi-tiered flat rate sys-
tem for assessing downtown proper-
ties, a formula that will finance a
first-year budget of about $78,350.

The flat rate approach, which com-
mittee member Barry Gaunt of Vita-
min Express called “a perfect com-
promise,” was a last-minute proposal
made a week ago after several weeks
of serious discussion about assess-
ment formulas under which proper-
ties would pay up to 25 cents per
$100 of assessed value.

Under the six-tiered structure, non-
residential properties within the pro-
posed SID boundaries that are val-

ued up to $100,000 will pay $250;
those valued from $100,000-
$200,000 will pay $550; those be-
tween $200,000 and $300,000 will
pay $800; properties valued between
$300,000 and $750,000 will be as-
sessed $1,250; those between
$750,000 and $2 million will pay
$1,500; and properties valued higher
than $2 million will pay $2,000.

The proposed SID will affect prop-
erties on Park Avenue from Route 22
to the Fanwood border, the length of
East Second Street and Front Street,
Westfield Avenue from Park Avenue
to Union Avenue, and Terrill Road
between East Second Street and Front
Street.

In the first year of the SID’s opera-
tion, properties on Terrill Road and
Front Street will not be assessed due
primarily to most of those properties
having not been formally notified
about the SID last year when steering
committee discussions first began.

In addition, after Seymour Stein of
CEO Executive Suites objected on
Tuesday to his 1812 Front Street
property being among only four Front
Street properties being assessed in
the first year, the committee agreed
to not assess any Front Street proper-
ties for the first year due to what
committee members agreed was the
arbitrariness of those four proper-
ties’ initial inclusion.

Mr. Stein has also raised concerns
in recent weeks about the various
assessment proposals being discussed
and how properties like his Front
Street office building would not ben-
efit as greatly from a SID as would
retail properties.

Route 22 in Mountainside
Part of  ‘Safe Corridors’

Program Enforced by DOT
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Times

As part of an initiative to pro-
mote safer roads in New Jersey,
the New Jersey Department of
Transportation (NJDOT) an-
nounced last week that they have
begun enforcing a new law called
“Safe Corridors” as of February
15.

This law, which was signed by
Governor James McGreevey last
July, doubles fines for driving of-
fences including speeding and
aggressive driving on eight major

highways in New Jersey including
a portion of Route 22, located in
Mountainside.

According to Mountainside Po-
lice Chief, James Debbie, the
NJDOT has chosen Route 22 from
New Providence Road in
Mountainside to west of the Route
1/9 interchange in Newark as one
of its eleven stretches of highways
targeted based on a high crash rate
record. He noted, “in order to make
this roadway safer, the DOT has
made all moving violations in this
area of Route 22 carry double
fines.”

According to State Transporta-
tion Commissioner Jack Lettiere,
other highways picked for this ef-
fort are Routes 1, 9, 40, 46, 73 and
206. He stated that the 130 miles
of state roadways were designated
in the program based on statistics

showing a crash rate, which is 50
percent over the state rate. He also
noted that these strips of roadways
endure 1,000 more crashes than
other New Jersey roadways in a
single year.

“It is our responsibility to do
everything within our power to
ensure that New Jersey’s roads are
made as safe as possible and we
will take whatever technological,
engineering or enforcement steps
necessary to accomplish this goal”
commented Mr. Letteire. “Safe
Corridors demonstrates our zero

tolerance for anyone who jeopar-
dizes the well being of New Jersey
motorists.”

Other New Jersey roadways des-
ignated in the law include: Route 1
just north of the Route 1 toll bridge
in Trenton to Carnegie Center
Boulevard in West Windsor, Route
1 from Old Henderson Road in
South Brunswick just north of Old
Post Road in Edison, Route 9 from
Pine Boulevard in Lakewood to
Washington Road in South Amboy,
Route 22 from Orr Drive in
Branchburg to King George Road
in Greenbrook, Route 40 from
Cologne Avenue in Hamilton
Township to Genoa Avenue in
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Fred Rossi for The Times
HATS OFF TO CHEMO…Nicole DiNizo, a Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School junior, with ten of her friends is collecting hats for children and adult
cancer patients. Collection boxes will be at the high school and Scotch Plains
municipal building next week. See story on Page 2.

Borough of Fanwood Will Apply
For Extraordinary Municipal Aid

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Fanwood is going to apply for
extraordinary municipal aid from the
state, in an attempt to reduce the
strain on residents of high property
taxes.

The program, run by the New Jer-
sey Department of Community Af-
fairs, addresses a municipality’s need
for additional state aid to minimize
its increases in property taxes. A
special meeting to discuss the bud-

get and the aid application will be
held at Borough Hall on Monday,
February 23, at 7:30 pm, and tele-
vised on Channel 35.

In an interview with The Scotch
Plains–Fanwood Times, Mayor Col-
leen Mahr explained her reasons for
pursuing the aid: “We heard from
residents while we were campaign-
ing that the increase in property taxes
was adversely affecting our residents.
It is the reason seniors couldn’t stay
(living here) and mothers could not

stay home (full time).”
Mayor Mahr made the tax issue

her first priority: “I took office in
January and we hit the ground run-
ning. I immediately went to Trenton
to meet with the Department of Com-
munity Affairs, who acts as the liai-
son between the state and the mu-
nicipalities, to lobby for Fanwood’s
fair share of grant money. This op-
portunity presented itself. We started
having budget meetings immediately,
knowing that the application dead-
line is March 12.”

Mayor Mahr feels strongly that
“we can’t receive money if an appli-
cation is not made. Nobody is going
to just drop money into Fanwood’s
lap. Fanwood has to go out and pur-
sue it. I feel it would be a disservice
to know about this aid and not take
advantage of it, not apply for it. To
reduce costs, we must pursue outside
revenue from county, state and fed-
eral grants, as well as continuing the
shared services programs with other
towns.”

The aid application requires that
the borough provide an un-audited
financial statement and have intro-
duced a municipal budget. In addi-
tion, the mayor and council must
demonstrate that the municipality
has circumstances that warrant aid.

“Fanwood’s council has control
just over our municipal budget. It is
does not have control over the county,
or the Board of Education. There are
certain costs that the borough does
not have control over, which is why
pursuing outside aid is critical to us,”
said Mayor Mahr.

She offered examples such as group
insurance rates going up an average
of 22 percent for health care and
workman’s compensation; utilities
increasing every year; union con-
tracts dictating salary increases; and
an increase in municipal debt service
requirements.

This year, there are also mandated
appropriations to Fanwood pensions.

“We have to contribute this year
after a reprieve of several years when
we didn’t have to contribute,” stated
Mayor Mahr.

Since the application requires that
an introduced budget be shown, the
mayor and council have met many
times in order to prepare.

“The council has been working on
an accelerated schedule, which is
not the norm for the budget process
in Fanwood,” Mayor Mahr said. “The
budget is usually introduced and
passed sometime in the spring. The
window of time that we have had to

Lauren S. Pass for The Times
HIGHWAY ADVISORY…Large signs warning drivers of double fines are
now posted on a strip of Route 22 in Mountainside.
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FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

MOUNTAINSIDE

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15
•  Alnisa Coles, 26, of Newark

was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop and charged with exhibiting a
false drivers license, driving with
a suspended license, possession of
stolen credit cards and outstand-
ing warrants in the amount of
$2,013.

•  Shanelle Hicks, 23, of Plainfield

was arrested following a motor ve-
hicle stop and charged with ob-
struction, counterfeit driver’s li-
cense and $1,120 in outstanding
warrants.

• A  N e w  P r o v i d e n c e  r e s i d e n t  r e -
ported that the hubcaps were re-
moved from their Honda Accord
while it was parked at the Loews
Theatre.

Scotch Plains Residents Urged
To Attend SID Meeting Tonight
SCOTCH PLAINS – Approxi-

mately five months ago, a steering
committee was formed to investi-
gate the possibility of creating a Spe-
cial Improvement District (SID) in
the Township of Scotch Plains. The
committee has been meeting each
week for these past five months dis-
cussing the various aspects of a SID
and how it may be beneficial for the
business community.

The committee now feels it is pre-
pared to share its findings with mem-
bers of the community who will be
included in the SID. It is important to
note that although some residential
properties may be included in the
SID area, residential properties will
not be included in any assessment for
the purpose of funding the SID.

A community meeting is being
held Thursday, February 19 at 7 p.m.
at Scotch Hills Country Club on
Jerusalem Road.

This important meeting will help
determine the committee’s recom-
mendation to the town council as to
whether a Special Improvement Dis-
trict is appropriate for Scotch Plains.
Property and business owners in the
proposed SID area, which will en-
compass the downtown business area,

including all of East Second Street
and Front Street, are encouraged to
attend.

This meeting may shape the busi-
ness community of the town for many
years to come. For more informa-
tion, please call Jo Ford at town hall
at (908) 322-6700, extension no. 306.

the current employer authority on
the selection of medical treatment
and transferring it to employees.
While New Jersey’s workers com-
pensation court judges tend to lean
liberal, Mr. Atkins said the counter-
balance to those jurists has been
employer control on medical treat-
ment.

Given what he termed the “ex-
tremely labor-friendly” McGreevey
Administration, Mr. Atkins felt the
legislation would be signed into law
if passed. But he said a big factor in
the legislation’s ultimate fate might
be the reaction of private sector
unions, whose employees could see
their jobs transferred out of state by
employers fearful of losing medical
treatment authority.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Budget

The steering committee will
present its findings and recommen-
dations to downtown property own-
ers tonight at 7 p.m. at Scotch Hills
County Club. Members reminded
themselves that none of their recom-
mendations are “set in stone,” as
committee member and President
of the Scotch Plains Business and
Professional Association Steve
Goldberg suggested.

If the consensus of those in atten-
dance tonight is counter to any of
the recommendations being put
forth, the steering committee will
make necessary changes before re-
questing the Township Council to
enact an ordinance establishing the
SID.

The council will also need to ap-
prove the SID’s annual budget.

Route 22 in Mountainside
Part of  ‘Safe Corridors’

Egg Harbor Township, Route 46
from Down Street in Netcong to
just east of West Main street in
Rockaway, Route 46 just west of
Parsippany-Troy Hills to Valley
Road in Clifton, Route 47 just South
of Route 49 in Millville to just
north of Arbor Avenue in Vineland,
Route 73 south of William Feather
Drive in Voorhees to Linewood Av-
enue in Maple Shade and Route
206 from Opossum Road in Mont-
gomery to just north of South
Bridge Street in Somerville.

Mr. Lettiere also pointed out that
other potential unsafe roads could be

Township officials will collect the
SID assessments and then transfer
those monies to the SID, and com-
mittee member Michael Locascio
said it was important that specific
language be included in the ordi-
nance that the SID receive 100 per-
cent of all monies collected by the
township each year.

The SID steering committee has
held 19 meetings since last Septem-
ber and Mr. Goldberg, who served
as de facto leader of the weekly
meetings, said that, despite the di-
verse membership of the committee
and the at-times contentious discus-
sions, “the fact that we’ve gotten
this far is amazing.” He added that,
“this is as close as I’ve seen any-
body come to making real change
and progress.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

added to the program as deemed
necessary by crash statistics. He
added that roads might also be re-
moved from the list that shows im-
proved safety records.

He concluded that the Department
of Transportation would continue to
monitor all highway data and review
the initial “Safe Corridors” effort
within a year to chart the program’s
success.

“Other states such as California
and Oregon have shown positive re-
sults a year after instituting similar
safety programs,” stated Mr. Lettiere.
“We are looking forward to these
results in New Jersey.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Steering Committee Adopts
Flat Rate Assessment for SID

S. Plains Pupils to Attend
Young Leaders Conference
SCOTCH PLAINS — St. Agnes

School in Clark has reported that
Eric and Matthew Delaney of Scotch
Plains, two of its students from the
sixth grade, will join 200 other
middle school students from
throughout the United States at the
Junior National Young Leaders
Conference (JrNYLC) from Satur-
day to Thursday, March 13 to 18, in
Washington, D.C.

Themed “The Legacy of Ameri-
can Leadership,” the conference in-
troduces young people to the tradi-
tion of leadership throughout Ameri-
can history, while helping them de-
velop their own leadership skills.

Matthew and Eric will partici-
pate in educational activities and
presentations led by individuals in
high-level positions as well as young
people who exercise leadership
skills within their communities.

The opportunity to visit historic
national landmarks, including Co-
lonial Williamsburg, will be avail-

able to Matthew and Eric.
“By participating in the Junior

National Young Leaders Confer-
ence, students like Matthew and
Eric Delaney will learn early that
young people are not only welcome
in Washington, D.C., but they actu-
ally keep this city and our country
running,” said Mike Lasday, Ex-

ecutive Director of the Congres-
sional Youth Leadership Council,
the organization that sponsors
JrNYLC.

“One of the goals of JrNYLC is
to encourage students to build their
own leadership skills through ac-
tive involvement within their com-
munities,” he added.

In addition to examining notable
U.S. leaders and historic figures,
the Delaney brothers will study the
impact of leadership throughout the
critical periods of American his-
tory including the Civil War and
Reconstruction. World War II, the
Great Depression and the Civil
Rights Movement.

CYLC is a non-profit, nonparti-
san educational organization.
Founded in 1985, the council is
committed to fostering and inspir-
ing young people to achieve their
full leadership potential.

More than 400 members of the
U.S. Congress join this commit-

ment by serving on the CYLC Hon-
orary Congressional Board of Advi-
sors. In addition, more than 40 em-
bassies participate in the council’s
Honorary Board of Embassies.

For more information, please visit
www.cylc.org and St. Agnes School
at www.stagnesschool.com, or call
(732) 381-0850.

LEADING THE WAY... St. Agnes School in Clark reported that sixth
graders Eric Delaney, left, and Matthew Delaney, both of Scotch Plains,
will attend Junior National Young Leaders Conference (JrNYLC) from
Saturday to Thursday, March 13 to 18, in Washington, D.C.

Lauren S. Pass for The Times
DEVASTATING DESTRUCTION…The home of Scott and Emily Smith on North Avenue in Fanwood was destroyed by
fire on Monday evening. Firefighters battled the blaze from approximately 5:30 p.m. until after 11 p.m. Anyone wishing
to assist the Smith family should contact Mayor Colleen Mahr at Borough Hall, (908) 322-8236.

Shaalan Graduates
DeVry University
SCOTCH PLAINS – DeVry

University in North Brunswick
has announced that Mohamad
Shaalan of Scotch Plains gradu-
ated in June with a bachelor’s
degree in telecommunications
management. Mohamad has se-
cured a job in technical support
at SIB Mortgage.

work on this has been shortened due
to the statutory deadline that we’re
under” for the aid application.

However, once the application is
sent to Trenton, the mayor and coun-
cil will continue to have meetings to
review the budget to see where they
can save costs. Mayor Mahr foresees
significant changes between the fig-
ures in the introduced budget, and
the final budget.

“I fully expect to have a reduction
in the tax increase in the final budget,”
she explained, because there will be
more time to work on the details after
the application is submitted.

Mayor Mahr emphasized that all
budget meetings are open and the
public is welcome to attend.

“This is an open process, and I
want to communicate with residents
about it,” she said. The dates and
times of the meetings are listed in
local newspapers, and residents can
inquire at Borough Hall.

Mayor Mahr anticipates that the
state will inform the borough in the
late spring as to whether or not it will

receive aid.
“I feel we have a very good shot at

receiving municipal aid, looking at
what other towns have received.”

Examples range from South
Belmar receiving $150,000 in aid,
up to Woodbridge getting $900,000
from the state. The exact dollar
amount that Fanwood will request in
their application is still being de-
cided by the mayor and council.

Another problem that Mayor Mahr
believes plagues Fanwood is being
“one of the worst commercial
rateables in Union County, with 90
percent of the tax base coming from
residents.” Unlike other towns, “we
do not have a high commercial base
to offset property taxes,” she stated.
“My primary focus when I took of-
fice was taxes and to meet this aid
deadline. My next focus will be the
downtown.”

In an effort to get money for devel-
oping the downtown area, the mayor
and council have put in a request for
a “smart growth” grant, also from the
Department of Community Affairs.

 Extraordinary Municipal Aid
Sought by Fanwood Borough

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ROLE REVERSAL…Benjamin Corbin, photographer for The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times newspapers, has a role reversal Monday,
February 16 when reporting on the Fanwood Rescue Squad Blood Drive. Mr.
Corbin is pictured giving blood, instead of him photographing someone else.

WF Board of Education Examines
Technology Portion of Budget

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Timesr

WESTFIELD -- The Westfield
Board of Education held a special meet-
ing on Tuesday to discuss the technol-
ogy portion of the 2004-2005 school
district budget. The meeting was added
to the board’s normal schedule of meet-
ings in order to accommodate the on-
going formation of next year’s budget.

According to the preliminary budget
compiled by Board of Education Sec-
retary Robert Berman, the technology
section of the budget will rise 14.37
percent, from $1,453,607 for 2003-
2004  to $1,622,470 in this year’s pro-
posed budget.

Board member Kimberley Rhodes
was quick to point out that the sharp
increase is not indicative of overspend-
ing by the district, but rather the result
of a large number of new leases being
taken out on equipment.

“Last year, we had an unusually low
number,” she said due to the fact that a
number of computers were being used
for a fourth year after a three year
payment plan.

Mr. Berman concurred, saying, “The
increase is mainly due to new leases.”

Salaries will comprise $665,621 of
the technology budget. The staff will
include a supervisor and a secretary, as
well as an Assistant Network Manager
at Westfield High School (WHS), four
Computer Technicians at the elemen-
tary and intermediate levels, two Com-
puter Technicians at WHS and six El-
ementary Teacher Technicians at the
elementary level, as well as vigorous
staff training.

In addition, the administrative net-
work requires the services of a Net-
work Manager and a secretary.

The preliminary budget calls for
$12,709 for improvement of instruc-
tion and $18,000 for membership in
the Union County Internet Consortium,
which provides the school district with
Internet access. The district will pay a
combined $124,375 for technician
training, instructional consultants, the
purchase of professional services, re-
pairs for classroom-based equipment
and repairs for building-based elec-
tronics. A total of $111,389 will be put
towards various instructional supplies
to be distributed to the district’s nine
schools.

The district’s administrative network
will be allotted a proposed $83,515 for
communication, technical services,
administrative network supplies and
training.

Each of the school’s six elementary
schools is budgeted for an average of
$34,986 in new equipment, including
teacher computers, library computers,
printers and projectors. Edison Inter-
mediate School is budgeted for $98,496
in equipment, including 28 computers
for Technology class and 36 new com-
puters to be spread among six science
classrooms. Similarly, Roosevelt In-
termediate School is budgeted for
$107,730 in equipment, which includes

28 computers for Technology class and
42 new computers for seven science
classrooms.

Some controversy arose over the high
school’s $350,000 technology budget,
which includes 150 new teacher laptops
at a total of $306,000. The computers
being purchased are powerful note-
book computers that come equipped
with both CD and DVD burners, the
need for which was contested by both
Ms. Rhodes and fellow board member
Beth Cassie.

“I want to make sure that when we
make this purchase, and it’s a huge one,
that we’re getting the best value out of
it,” said Ms. Rhodes.

Board Vice President Anne Riegel
suggested that teachers be held ac-
countable for properly taking advan-
tage of the investment the taxpayers
would be making in the computers.

Board President Arlene Gardner con-
curred, bringing up the idea of asking
WHS teachers to create their own
webpages in order to strengthen the
lines of communication between teach-
ers, parents, and students.

Following the end of the technology
presentation, Mr. Berman showed the
board an update of the preliminary
budget. By his calculations, the pre-
liminary budget calls for an increase of
6 percent over last year’s budget, not 7
percent, as originally projected. Board
members expressed their satisfaction
with the results they’ve seen to this
point in the process.

“Money is being spent where it needs

to be spent,” said board member Rich-
ard Solomon.

The next public discussion of the
budget will take place on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 24, when the board will discuss
Athletics, Fine Arts and co-curricular
activities, as well as addressing the
budget as a whole.

The board aims to approve a com-
prehensive preliminary budget by Tues-
day, March 2. The board will hold a
public hearing on the budget on Mon-
day, March 29 at the administration
building on Elm Street.

The annual school election will take
place on Tuesday, April 20. Commu-
nity members will vote whether to ap-
prove the 2004-2005 budget and to
elect three people to the 2004-2005
school board. Westfield residents wish-
ing to run for a seat on the board must
obtain a petition from Mr. Berman’s
office. The petition must be signed and
delivered to the same office by April 1.

Following budget discussions, Ms.
Gardner raised the possibility of creat-
ing standing board committees to ad-
dress technology and special educa-
tion issues. The board declined, citing
its reluctance to engage in
micromanagement.

The board also declined to amend its
by-laws to include a stipulation that
prohibits a board member who is run-
ning for re-election from delivering the
annual budget message on Channel 36.
The board instead agreed to make it a
general practice as opposed to amend-
ing the by-laws.

WF Community Band
Seeks Area Musicians

WESTFIELD — The
Westfield Community Band,
under the direction of Elias
Zareva, is preparing for their 2004
summer season of concerts in
Mindowaskin Park.

Present positions open within
the band include: tuba, trumpet,
and keyboard/percussion. Other
musicians are always invited to
inquire about alternate positions
and future openings.

For membership information,
please call (908) 647-3514.

The band will be performing
in their 92nd season of Thursday
evening, Summer Concerts in
Mindowaskin Park on June 17
and 24, July 1, 8 and 15.

The Westfield Community
Band is sponsored by the Westfield
Recreation Department, Bruce
Kaufmann, Director.

‘Manet and the Sea’ Trip
Will Set Sail on March 30
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains and Fanwood Arts
Association’s spring bus trip to the
Philadelphia Museum of Art (PMA)
will be held on Tuesday, March 30.

Visitors will see the “Manet and
the Sea” exhibition, which explores
the marine paintings of Edouard
Manet and his contemporaries, in-
cluding such Impressionists as
Claude Monet, Auguste Renoir, and
Berthe Morisot, who were deeply
influenced by Manet’s views of the
sea.

“Manet and the Sea” brings art
with sea-related themes by a variety
of artists with differing ambitions,
and it features approximately 100

objects from public and private col-
lections in the United States and
abroad.

Attendees will board a bus at 8:30
a.m. in the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building parking lot and will return
at 5 p.m. The cost of the trip is $42,
which includes the bus, admission to
the PMA, exhibit ticket and audio
tour cassette.

Payment must be received by Sun-
day, February 29, according to the
PMA.

For reservations and further infor-
mation, please call Anne Gibbons at
(908) 232-2631.

Zachary Flanzman Wins
Terrill’s Geographic Bee

SCOTCH PLAINS – Terrill
Middle School sixth grader
Zachary Flanzman won the school-
level competition of the National
Geographic Bee on December 17.
Second place was awarded to Tori
Delassandro and third place went
to Matt Alfano.

His achievement brings him one
step closer to winning a $25,000

college scholarship, as he will now
compete in the next level to select
a New Jersey finalist through a
written entry.

During the school-level contest,
Zachary answered oral questions
on geography. The teachers in-
volved in preparation for the bee
include Patrick Boyle and Faith
Gordon.


