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True Faith in Jesus Means Standing
Up for Others Even in Face of Peril

By  REV. PAUL E. KRITSCH

“The church is the church only
when it exists for others.” Thus wrote
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a Lutheran pas-
tor in Nazi Germany. Bonhoeffer’s
life and death matched his words.
Arrested for his part in a plot to kill
Hitler, he was executed a mere few
weeks before the end of World War II
in Europe.

Bonhoeffer’s words are printed
each week in our church’s bulletin
and each month in our newsletter.
They are a reminder to us Lutheran
Christians at Redeemer that if we
truly believe in Jesus, then we will be
among the first to stand for those
who are in need, among the first to
place our lives on the line for those
who are being persecuted.

These are never easy things to do.
We often find it even more difficult
in this age of political correctness
and legal maneuvering. Not every
interaction between people of differ-
ent races involves racism. Not every
disagreement between gentiles and
Jews involves anti-Semitism.

These serious charges are cheap-
ened when they are used to manipu-
late people into doing what we want,
even though their ideas may be just
as valid as ours. These serious charges
are cheapened when they are used to
silence others with whom we may
have an honest disagreement. It is
very much like the boy who cried

wolf time after time when no wolf
was there. When the wolf finally
arrived and the boy cried for help, no
one listened because they no longer
believed him.

When I was a young man in the
1960s, we idealistically thought our
generation would be the one which
corrected all the ills of the world. We
marched and marched in protest
against whatever we thought needed
protesting. Now, about 35 years later,
although great progress has been
made thanks to leaders like Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King and the courage of
countless others, the ugliness of rac-
ism and anti-Semitism still exist.
According to Scripture, they always
will exist. That doesn’t mean that we
should give up. It means we Chris-
tians need to always be diligent in
living out our faith which encour-
ages, even commands, us to love all
people.

Taking our faith in Jesus seriously,
we Christians pray for the courage to
love others even in the face of dan-
ger. We also pray for the wisdom to
know the difference between false
and valid charges so that the re-
sponse required from us is never
dulled or delayed.

* * * * * * *
Reverend Kritsch is Senior Pastor

of the Redeemer Lutheran Church
and School, located at 229
Cowperthwaite Place in Westfield.

Pancake Supper at FUMC
To Feature Dixieland Band

‘Junior High Jump-OFF’
Set for Saturday at ‘Y’

WESTFIELD – Member congre-
gations from the Westfield/
Mountainside Ministerium will
sponsor their second “Jump-OFF”
event this Saturday, February 21,
from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. at the
Westfield “Y,” for students in grades
6 through 8.

The Westfield-Mountainside
Ministerium is actively addressing
how all area congregations can pro-
vide a unified response to growing
concerns about high-risk social prac-
tices among teenagers today.

On October 12, seven congrega-
tions successfully hosted the first
“Jump-OFF” event, which was at-
tended by 185 senior high school
students.

The “Junior High Jump-OFF” has
been planned by senior high school
students from participating congre-
gations as a safe, supervised event

designed to reinforce the “positive
choice” message.

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m. and
the evening’s program, including
Extreme Games and free time, will
begin at 8 p.m. Snacks, drinks and
pizza will be available throughout
the evening. The “Y” is located at
220 Clark Street.

There is no admission charge and
no one will be permitted to enter
after 8:30 p.m. A closing awards
ceremony at 10 p.m. will wrap up
the evening’s festivities, with dis-
missal at 10:30 p.m.

All middle school youth from the
Westfield area are invited to attend
this event. For more information,
please call the Reverend Jeremy
Montgomery at (908) 233-2278 at
the First Baptist Church of Westfield
or Linda Christopher at the Westfield
“Y” at (908) 233-2700.

WESTFIELD – All are welcome
to attend the annual Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper at the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield on
February 24 between 6:30 and 9 p.m.

The event, which serves as a
fundraiser for the Education
Ministry’s scholarship fund, will fea-
ture live music throughout the
evening provided by a Dixieland
jazz band. Attendees are invited to
dance.

The menu will include plain and
pecan pancakes with flavored
whipped cream, ham, fruit, juice,
coffee, tea and water. The kitchen
will close at 8 p.m.

The charge is $5 per person, with
a $15 maximum per family. First
United Methodist Church is located
at One East Broad Street. For more
information, please call the church
office at (908) 233-4211.

KEEPING UP WITH THE NEWS…Third-grade Boy Scouts from Westfield’s
Washington Elementary School recently visited the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary as part of their achievements as Bears. Allan Kleiman, the library’s Head
of Reference, highlighted the many forms of “news” that can be found at the
library, from newspapers to microfilm. Pictured, left to right, are: Front row,
Eric Oberman, Asher Stabler, holding a copy of The Westfield Leader that was
used in this assignment; Daniel Luzzi, Liam McElheny and Austin Fishman, and
back row, Alex Jeffery and Mr. Kleiman. Mr. Kleiman is holding a copy of This
Is Westfield, the Leader’s annual supplement about the town.

Westfield ‘Y’ Announces
Schedule of Spring Trips

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
“Y,” located at 220 Clark Street, has
announced its “Y” Travelers desti-
nation schedule for the spring. All
trips are open to the public and “Y”
membership is not required.

A trip to Philadelphia will take
place Monday through Wednesday,
May 10 to 12. Among the highlights
of this customized guided tour will
be Elfreth’s Alley, the National Con-
stitution Center, Chinatown and the
Victor Cafe.

The fee per person of $439 for
single accommodations and $345 for
double includes transportation, lodg-
ing, guided tours, breakfasts and din-
ners.

On Thursday, May 20, a visit is
planned to the Mohonk Mountain
House, a national historic landmark
in New Paltz, N.Y. The trip will
include a lunch buffet. The fee per
person is $72.

A guided tour and lunch at the
Culinary Institute of America in Hyde

Park, N.Y. is scheduled for Wednes-
day, June 2. Dining at the Institute’s
Ristorante Caterina de Medici will
be followed by a tour of the lavish
Montgomery Place Estate. The fee is
$79 per person.

Finally, a five-night Carnival
Cruise to Canada leaves Saturday,
June 19, from New York City. The
cruise ship Victory will sail to Canada,
with stops in Saint John, New
Brunswick and Halifax, Nova Scotia.
The fees, based on double occupancy
and cabin locations, range from $663
to $863 per person.

All trips (except the cruise) in-
clude coach transportation. Addition-
ally, meals (where specified), activ-
ity fees, taxes, non-alcoholic and
non-carbonated beverages are in-
cluded.

Individuals may register in per-
son at the “Y” front desk or by
telephone with a credit card. For
more information, please call the
“Y” at (908) 233-2700.

Folktales Will be Told
Using Shadow Puppets
WESTFIELD — Children in kin-

dergarten and up are invited to attend
a special performance of “Folktales
from Around the World” at the
Westfield Memorial Library.

Using shadow puppets, storyteller
Ron Sopyla will present traditional
folktales on Saturday, March 6, at
10:30 a.m.

This program is sponsored by the
Friends of the Westfield Memorial
Library. In-person registration is re-
quired and will begin this Saturday,
February 21, for Westfield Library
cardholders.

Space permitting, registration for
those children who are not Westfield
Library cardholders will begin the
following Saturday, February 28.

The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street. For more information,
please call (908) 789-4090 or visit
the library’s website at
www.wmlnj.org.First Congregational Posts

Mid-Day Musical Concerts
WESTFIELD — The First Con-

gregational Church of Westfield,
located at 125 Elmer Street, has
announced its schedule of Mid-
Day Musical concerts for the sea-
son of Lent.

These free, half-hour concerts
are presented at noon in the church
sanctuary and are followed by an
optional soup-and-sandwich lun-
cheon in the church social hall for
$5. The schedule is as follows:

February 25— Karen Demsey,
flute; Greg Giannascoli, marimba.

March 3 — Bamboo Breeze/East
River Ensemble of traditional Chi-
nese instruments from Beijing.

March 10 — Ronald Naldi, tenor;

Michael Prezman, piano.
March 17 — Barbara Thomson,

organ.
March 24 – Bones, Inc. Ben Wil-

liams, Matt Bilyk, Rick Stepton,
Eddie Clark, trombones; Tim Metz,
bass; Diane Moser, piano; Russ
DeBona, drums.

March 31 — Jane Bunnell,
mezzo-soprano; Clifford Parrish,
piano.

Funding for these concerts has
been made possible, in part, by the
New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, Department of State, through
a grant administered by the Union
County Division of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs.

Local Historical Society
To Recall ‘Chanceman’

FANWOOD — The Historical
Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will salute Black History
Month at its Tuesday, February 24
meeting, with a video program on
James “Chanceman” Gregory.

The meeting, beginning at 8 p.m.,
will take place at the Fanwood train
station, located at North and Martine
Avenues.

Mr. Gregory lived in Morris County
prior to the passage of civil rights
laws and became Morristown’s first
black police officer in 1934.

All are invited to attend this pre-
sentation of “Chanceman’s Brothers
and Sisters: The Origins of the 20th
Century Morris County Black Com-
munity.” Refreshments and fellow-
ship will follow the program.

For more information, please call
Historical Society President Richard
Bousquet at (908) 232-1199.

Calvary Lutheran Church
To Begin Lenten Observance
CRANFORD – The Calvary

Lutheran Church, located at 108
Eastman Street in Cranford, will
kick off its observance of Lent with
a Service of Holy Communion and
the Imposition of Ashes on Ash
Wednesday, February 25, at 7:30
p.m.

The Reverend Carol A. Lindsay,
Pastor, will preside at this service,
offering a sermon message on the
power of prayer.

Lenten observances will continue
at Calvary on the five consecutive
Wednesdays in March, beginning
on March 3 with a “Supper, Prayer
and Conversation” series from 6:30
to 8 p.m.

Calvary members, friends and
guests are invited to gather in the
second-floor lounge of the Educa-
tion Building behind the church for
a simple supper. Following the meal,
Pastor Lindsay will lead dinner
guests in small group conversations
and prayer featuring the theme of
“Journeying Through Life With
Luke.”

Weekly topics, based on the book
of Luke in the Bible, will include
teaching, healing, forgiving, believ-
ing, daring, dying and rising.

Members of the public are invited
to come for dinner and the discus-

sion. To help the church plan these
events, individuals are asked to call
the office at (908) 276-2418, in ad-
vance if possible, to confirm plans
to attend.

The public is also invited to wor-
ship services during the six Sundays
in Lent, February 29 through April
4, when the weekly theme will be
“Wilderness Wandering: Finding
Our Way Spiritually Through the
Confusion of Life.”

Sunday worship services with Holy
Communion are at 8:30 and 11 a.m.

 

 
 

 

 

St. Bart’s Rosarians
To Meet on March 1
SCOTCH PLAINS – The St.

Bartholomew’s Rosary Altar So-
ciety will hold its next meeting on
Monday, March 1, following the
7:30 p.m. Mass at St. Bartholomew
the Apostle Roman Catholic
Church in Scotch Plains.

A representative from the Ova-
rian Cancer Foundation will be the
guest speaker. The meeting is open
to all women of the parish and
guests are welcome.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com Yoga Classes to Start

At Arboretum Feb. 25
SUMMIT — Iyengar yoga instruc-

tor Virginia Earl DeCesare will teach
yoga for beginners and those with
some experience at Reeves-Reed
Arboretum beginning on Wednes-
day, February 25.

Lessons will be given on eight
Wednesday evenings or eight Thurs-
day mornings. Individuals with more
experience may practice on eight
Thursday evenings.

The arboretum is located at 165
Hobart Avenue. To learn more or to
register, please call (908) 273-8787,
extension no. 16.


