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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Spreaghery – Cattle stealing
2. Matanza – A slaughterhouse
3. Sulcate – Furrowed or grooved
4. Bodega – A wine cellar or place

where wine is sold or kept

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

ATRABILIOUS
1. A hypochondriac
2. Balanced; stable
3. Cranky; irritable
4. Mentally ill; insane

SUPAWN
1. Twining about; twisting
2. Boiled corn meal; mush
3. Wet mud
4. Salty; saline

SCORSE
1. To belittle or humble
2. Wild strawberries
3. To spread, as a disease
4. To trade or barter

VRILLE
1. Shiny; glossy; beaming with light
2. In aviation, a spinning nose dive
3. Scarred; grooved
4. Very bright green shade

Times Reader Wants
SP Recent Home Sales

Reported Like WF
For some time, The Scotch Plains -

Fanwood Times has been running a list
of recent home sales. There’s one prob-
lem: the only listings are in Westfield.
When The Scotch Plains - Fanwood
Times was independent of The Westfield
Leader, there were Fanwood and Scotch
Plains lists of recent sales. Although it is
pleasant to read of Westfield transac-
tions and I do wish Westfielder’s the
best of luck in selling their homes, I have
much more interest in my own town’s
transactions.

Could someone make the effort to dig
this out?

Theodore Bassman, Jr.
Scotch Plains

Reader Says Robert Ratner Needs
Anger Management Assistance

We Think Our Children Should
Recognize These Presidential Portraits
What we call the Presidents’ Day holiday is really

not that.  It’s actually the holiday celebrating George
Washington’s birth in 1732 according to the United
States Office of Personnel Management. Granted
too, there’s some argument about
what calendar was in use during
that time. Although it’s popularly
thought that Presidents’ Day is the
combination of Washington’s and
Lincoln’s birthday, Lincoln’s birth-
day on February 12, 1809 never
became a federal holiday; but it did
become a legal holiday in several
states, such as New Jersey.

In 1968, legislation moved sev-
eral federal holidays. Washington’s
Birthday holiday of February 22
was moved to the third Monday in
February each year. Since taking
effect in 1971, it was intended to
simplify the calendar and give gov-
ernment workers three-day week-
ends.

The fact that there are three-day
weekends now seems the impor-
tant feature of most holidays today
— such as Presidents’ Day, Memo-
rial Day and Labor Day. It’s hard to
remember the real reasons for the
holidays. The reasons seem to be
passed over in the news and ne-
glected in the classrooms. Are there
more pressing, “politically-correct”
issues to espouse on the air and to
teach in the schools? Is shopping,
vacationing and appealing to the
lowest common denominator now
more in vogue?

One could question the signifi-
cance of a general who hardly won
a battle, except for his last one – or a statesman who
hardly won an election, except for his last one.

George Washington was the great general with few
victories. He’s called the “Father of Our Country”
and most of us know that he was the first President

of the United States.
Abraham Lincoln was the great statesman that

hardly won an election. Considered one of the
greatest, he was the sixteenth President of the United

States and was assassinated in of-
fice at the start of his second term in
1865.

Which of the two above said
“Associate yourself with men of
good quality if you esteem your
own reputation; for ’tis better to be
alone than in bad company.” or
“Government is not reason. Gov-
ernment is not eloquence. It is force.
And, like fire, it is a dangerous
servant and a fearful master.”

These are quotes of George Wash-
ington.

And then you would know that
Abraham Lincoln said at
Gettysburg: “that we here highly
resolve that these dead shall not
have died in vain — that this na-
tion, under God, shall have a new
birth of freedom — and that gov-
ernment of the people, by the
people, for the people, shall not
perish from the earth.”

His quote inscribed on one wall
of the Lincoln Memorial in Wash-
ington, D.C. is, “With malice to-
ward none; with charity for all;
with firmness in the right, as God
gives us to see the right, let us strive
on to finish the work we are in; to
bind up the nation’s wounds....”

We think it is important for our
children to know of these great men
of perilous times, of their character
and sacrifice, of their contribution

to country and mankind.
We hope society, the media and the schools reverse

their trend of overlooking them. If not, will our good
fortune overlook us? Try an experiment, ask your
children to identify them.

UNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELD

Submitted by Lorre Korecky
Board Trustee

This is the second in a series of
articles that will feature the 22 com-
munity service agencies that are part
of the United Fund of Westfield. The
22 agencies reflect the needs of
today’s society. Those who seek help
are provided with people-oriented
services that are partially funded
through contributions to the United
Fund of Westfield.

* * * * * * *
In existence since 1949, The Arc

of Union County provides services
to individuals of all ages with devel-
opmental disabilities and their fami-
lies, including early intervention,
day care and educational programs
for more than 200 children; voca-
tional training and employment ser-
vices for 200 adults; residential and
support services for more than 100
adults; health and behavioral sup-
ports and rehabilitation therapies
for program participants; special
needs programming for 75 adults
with significant physical and medi-
cal or behavioral challenges; recre-
ation; respite; family supports; sum-
mer camp programs; information;
referral and advocacy.

The non-profit organization’s mis-
sion is to empower and support people
with developmental disabilities so
that they may realize a full, produc-
tive and enhanced life.

“Cathy” is a 90-year-old widow
with an adult daughter, “Annie,” who
was diagnosed with mental retarda-
tion at birth. Like many parents,
Cathy worried about what would
happen to her daughter when she was
no longer able to care for her.

Annie lived at home with her fam-
ily until it was no longer possible for
them to care for her needs. In 1995,
Annie moved into one of the Arc of

The Needs of Today’s Society:
The Arc of Union County

Union County’s group homes as one
of five residents who share an acces-
sible, safe and comfortable home
and receive support and supervision
to assist their safety and well-being.

For many years, Annie participated
in an Arc vocational day program,
developing work skills, earning an
income, paying taxes and contribut-
ing to her community. With the onset
of serious medical concerns, Annie
was unable to work, but can still
enjoy productive activity.

She is assisted with her medica-
tions and preparation of her special-
ized diet. Annie’s vocabulary is lim-
ited, but she engages in conversa-
tions and expresses herself by using
visual signs and gestures. She enjoys
listening to music, playing with dolls
and going to birthday parties. She
loves company, and is a gracious
hostess when visitors arrive at her
shared home.

In response to requests from par-
ents like Cathy, The Arc created a
sister corporation, Lifetime Support,
Inc., in 1998 to provide guardianship
services for individuals like Annie
with developmental disabilities.
Cathy calls this a “dream come true.”
Lifetime now serves as Annie’s legal
guardian, and partners with The Arc
to assure a dignified quality of life
for Annie and for all people with
developmental disabilities.

The Arc is one of 22 agencies
supported by the United Fund of
Westfield. For more information
about how to support these local
service organizations, please con-
tact Linda Maggio, Executive Direc-
tor of the United Fund of Westfield,
at (908) 233-2113. For information
about the services provided by The
Arc, please call (908) 754-6817.

Westfielder Questions Safety of
SUVs After Daughter Was Almost Hit
I have always hated the SUVs but

never realized how dangerous they can
be until some weeks ago, when a mom
from my daughter’s school told me “I
almost killed your child.”

On a sunny Sunday, my six-year-old
daughter fell off her scooter a couple of
steps behind the rest of us, on the side-
walk. It just happened that that piece of
the sidewalk was also the driveway of a
huge SUV on its way out. Had the driver
not looked in the mirror the very second
my daughter fell, she would have driven
over her. The lesson the driver got from
it: never back out of the driveway again.
Well, but the driveway is just one place
out of hundreds where incidents like this
can happen. The real problem is how
unsafe and bad an SUV is. For one thing,
the visibility is reduced as the driver is
seated so high. Second, being a truck, it
does not meet any of the safety standards
cars have to meet, such as the light
weight, its suspension, braking capabili-
ties and adherence to the road. All these
factors that have been carefully engi-
neered for “active safety”, which means
the capability to avoid obstacles and
regain control of the vehicle in unusual
circumstances. The rudimentary way an
SUV is built, the engine is bolted in front
of a heavy steel frame, the seats in the
middle and the body lowered over the
top only gives the impression of safety
being surrounded by so much steel, but
braking and maneuvering a 5,000 pound
monster isn’t easy and takes time. The
argument that “I bought the SUV for
safety reasons” has always disturbed
me, meaning “never mind how much
damage I do around me, I am better
protected.”

However, in case of a crash, the SUV
driver should keep in mind that had he
been in a car instead, he would have had
far better chances to avoid the accident
all together. And chances to avoid play-
ing kids when, as all kids, they some-
times get on the road, are far less in a
SUV for the above stated reasons. The
second bad aspect of the SUV is its high
fuel consumption, in average 10 gallons/
mile higher than that of a car. Replacing
all SUVs by family-size cars would be
equivalent of taking off the road about
40 million cars and the US would not
have to import oil from Saudi Arabia.
Third, pollution: the SUV’s CO2 emis-
sion, main culprit for the global warm-
ing, is in average 0.40lb/mile higher
than that of a car. The CO2 emission by
an average American is 25 tons a year,
compared to 10 tons for the average

European and less than 100kg for an
African (1 ton = 1000 kgs). This puts the
total yearly emission at 7 milliards tons
whereas the vegetations and the oceans
can only absorb 2 to 3 milliards tons a
year. With an increase in population, we
are far from stabilizing the greenhouse
effect, a non-reversible and scary phe-
nomena. The SUV is certainly only part
of it, but the little we can do can save us
some more years and some more de-
grees until, hopefully, science will come
up with an alternative. But until then we
should maximize the technique we al-
ready have. What is the point in spend-
ing so much money on fuel and safety
and emission improvements for cars if
almost half the vehicles on the road are
not submitted to such regulations? I
wonder how regulatory bodies accept
that the SUV takes such proportions of
the market. And not only they accept,
but they encourage it, if you are familiar
with the tax loophole: for professional
reasons, initially targeted at agriculture,
but a lawyer or a self employed accoun-
tant is also included, big trucks are tax
deductible whereas cars are not. There is
little hope for change “from above,” at
least as long as this administration is in
power. The changes can only come from
the consumers, who should be more
reasonable than choosing an SUV to be
seated high up or to have the feeling of
belonging to a certain social class by
driving an expensive car. These are illu-
sory values, the real values are the safety
of our kids and our environment. Maybe
one should also take a step back and
think about the way the auto industry
lured us: what they basically did was
they took a pick-up, put some make up
on it, sold it $10 to 20,000 above its
manufacturing cost, became the most
profitable production line in the world,
pushed ahead with a strong marketing
strategy with the sole goal of making
money and kept a clean conscience of
just responding to the demand. Had they
admitted back then that the SUVs are
family vehicles as much as a car is they
wouldn’t have continued to keep the
truck status and would have been re-
quired to raise safety, mileage and emis-
sion standards to those of cars, which is
quite impossible.

Do we really need a truck to run our
errands and drive our kids around? Will
there come a day when we will look at
the SUV the same way we look today at
a wildlife fur coat, so popular in the 60s?

Rodica Ursu
Westfield
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SP-F BOE Vice President Responds
To Letters Regarding Logo Change

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education would like to clarify the facts
surrounding the move to change the SP-F
High School logo, as referred to by two
recent letters to your newspaper.

This action is being taken at the direc-
tion of the NJ State Commissioner of
Education, who has requested all school
districts that have names, mascots, sym-
bols or emblems that depict a negative
image of any race or culture to discon-
tinue their use. This is requested on the
basis that such symbols create a school
environment that is not respectful and
supportive of all children and on the
basis that discontinuing them reflects
the schools’ and community’s values.

According to the Commissioner’s let-
ter, the use of Native American names,
symbols and mascots is such a signifi-
cant issue that it is being looked at in
other states, in professional sports, at the
collegiate level, as well as in school
districts in other states. Over the last 30

years, more than 600 colleges, universi-
ties and high schools have changed or
eliminated their use of Native American
mascots. The current SP-F Raider head
was a relatively recent addition to the
school logo during the 1980’s.

All who have looked at this issue on
the local task force have agreed that
changing the logo is the right thing to do.
The school blue and white colors and the
name “Raiders” will stay the same. Once
a new logo is chosen, the old logo will be
repainted whenever and wherever pos-
sible within existing budget constraints.
As equipment and supplies are routinely
replaced, they will be ordered with the
new logo, so that additional expenses are
not incurred.

Linda Nelson, Vice President
Scotch Plains-Fanwood B.O.E.

Editor’s Note: See page 5 for the
letter by NJ State Commissioner of Edu-
cation referenced above.

Westfield Resident
Thanks Police Dept.

For Finding Daughter
I’d like to take this opportunity to

express my appreciation to the Westfield
Police Department for their handling of
a very emotional family crisis. They
exercised the highest degree of tact and
excellence in bringing this harrowing
situation to a positive conclusion.

To be concise – my daughter had not
returned home from school at her usual
time – hours went by and darkness set in
– I became desperately concerned so I
reached out for the help of the Westfield
Police. The police dispatcher took the
report including all descriptive informa-
tion pertaining to my daughter. I then
requested the services of Detective
Sandra Chambers (since she is familiar
to my daughter). However, the dispatcher
explained she was off duty, but he would
try to contact her. In the interim, the
dispatcher sent a patrol officer to my
residence to take a report. Just prior to
the patrol arrival, Detective Chambers
arrived and immediately started com-
municating with the police dispatcher
and other officers in the search. Before
the patrol officer could start his report,
the officers in the field transmitted over
the airways, they had found my daugh-
ter. My relief was inconceivable!

Detective Chambers, the officer sent
to take the report and I rendezvoused
with the other officers at headquarters
where I observed the highest degree of
warmth and compassion. Thanks guys, I
needed that.

My daughter and I were afforded the
best of services, extending above and
beyond the call of duty.

This isn’t only a letter of appreciation
to the Westfield Police Department it is
a notice to the residents of Westfield and
to all that may read it that our police are
second to none. Semper Fi!

To Chief Bernard Tracy, I applaud the
professionalism and respect that your
elite force exhibited to my daughter and
I. It is my belief that no organization is
better than the man at the top. Many
kudos to you!

I’m indebted to all the officers in-
volved. Hopefully, in the not too distant
future, they will be known to me and I
can thank them personally. In the mean
time it is my hope that Detective Cham-
bers will let Chief Tracy know who they
are.

I would be remiss in not giving acco-
lades to the Westfield Rescue Squad for
their kindness, devotion and support.
Thank you!

John Gwathney
Westfield

Letters to
the Editor

Westfield Hockey Tells
“Miracle” at Rialto

The Westfield High School Ice Hockey
Association (WHSIHA) would like to
thank the Rialto Theatre for arranging
the special showing of the “Miracle” on
Wednesday, February 11, for our asso-
ciation. It meant a lot that Jessie Sayegh,
Regina Struble and Roger Flores, from
the Rialto, would work with us to allow
us to use this exciting and inspirational
movie to raise money for the Westfield
High School varsity and junior varsity
ice hockey teams.

The fundraiser was a tremendous suc-
cess as $670 was raised. To put this into
perspective based on the different hourly
rates, this will pay for almost 3-1/2 hours
of ice time at Warinanco or just over 2
hours of ice time at Woodbridge.

The entire Westfield High School Ice
Hockey Association thanks everyone
who made this day such a memorable
success.

The varsity team will soon complete
its 10th season of play and we invite you
to see our final home games today, Feb-
ruary 19 against West Morris Central
and Thursday, February 26 against
Pequannock. Both games are at 4 p.m. at
the Woodbridge Community Center.

The WHSIHA provides a grant to the
Westfield Board of Education to subsi-
dize the ice hockey teams at Westfield
High School. For the first nine years, the
grant paid for 100 percent of the pro-
gram. This year, the Westfield Board of
Education has provided its initial sup-
port of the program, $6,000. This repre-
sents approximately 10 percent of the
cost of the teams.

Tom Madaras, Treasurer
WHSIHA

I read Robert Ratner’s letter in your
February 5 issue and without having
read the previous letters by him or by
Albert Morasso, I have to make a few
comments in answer to his outrageous
partisan dribble.

1) Get over it Robert…Bush won the
election, let it go!

2) Robert should get some anger man-
agement counseling. He and his fellow
naïve liberal Democrats got us into this
messy state of world affairs and wish to
follow failed policies to get us out.

We are at war, even though Robert
does not want to believe it, war was
declared on us by barbarians with whom
there is no negotiating. The monuments
at Westfield Circle represent a mere
fraction of our nation’s loss and I want
George W. Bush and his “henchmen”
(his term) in office to responsibly do
their best to prevent another 9/11 in
America with the real possibility of 10
or 100 times the severity of 9/11. The
“cabal” he refers to is our best chance to
protect our children, grandchildren and
way of life. I trust this administration to
do what is best for this country rather
than work solely to regain a power base

as do the opposition.
I do thank Robert Ratner for his letter

with all his misguided clichés, because it
has reminded me that a democracy re-
quires work on the part of its citizens and
the letter has pushed me to start working
for the reelection of this great president.

With regard to the “weakest, poorest,
youngest and oldest” that Robert alleges
are being sacrificed by Republicans, he
forgot to mention that Republicans
starved school children and killed se-
niors, but that was a previous campaign.

As a compassionate American, I do
want Robert to solve his anger problems
for his sake and I thank him for energiz-
ing me for the coming campaign.

God bless America and our coura-
geous President George W. Bush.

George Tomkin
Scotch Plains
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