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THE GOOD TIMES…Exchange stu-
dent Mareika Freiss, No. 45, return-
ing to her native Germany at end of
the school year, will carry with her
many fond memories while playing
for The Raiders.

KLIMOWICZ SCORES 18 PTS; BURKE, RUSSELL SINK 8

Raider Basketballers Tame
Lincoln Lady Lions, 56-31

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Control of the boards, a choking
man-to-man defense, accurate pass-
ing and shooting earned the 15-5
Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls’ bas-
ketball team a lopsided,
56-31, regular-season
victory over 13-7 Lin-
coln High School of Jer-
sey City in Scotch Plains
on February 13. Hillary
Klimowicz fired in a
game-high 18 points,
pulled down eight re-
bounds, blocked two
shots and snatched two
steals.

Raider Jenny Burke
totaled eight points,
seven assists, three re-
bounds and three robber-
ies. Jen Russell sank
eight points, pulled down
four rebounds and had
three steals. Maura
Gillooly connected for
seven points, including
a three-bagger, and had
four assists and three re-
bounds. Elizabeth
DeCataldo scored six
points. Allie Zazzali had
three points, a steal, one
rebound and an assist.
Lauren Benovengo
scored three points.
Ashley Anderson led
Lincoln with 11 points.

The Raiders ruled from
the beginning, moving the
ball inside to Klimowicz
who burned the net with
six points. Russell poked
in four, Gillooly banged a
3-pointer and DeCataldo
scored two for a 15-7 first
quarter lead.

The Raiders continued with a 12-
6 run led by Klimowicz’s eight-point
bombardment to open a 27-13, half-
time lead. DeCataldo and Burke each
added two points.

Reserves Katie Feely (two assists,
one steal), Zazzali, Benevengo, Loni
Kaye (one point) did an outstanding
job in the third quarter and dished out
an 18-8 serving to the undersized
Lions. The Raiders muscled their
play with 11 points in the final quar-
ter with Burke contributing six points.

“From the onset of the season, we
have really improved and are play-
ing much better,” explained Burke.
“We’re heading into the counties with
a positive outlook and we really,
really want to win it all this year, so

I believe our hard work will accom-
plish that. Our mantrap defense will
help us a lot and we’re capable of
changing our defenses. Offensively,
we rely on Hillary, but this is a team
that has excellent shooters and we’re
able to drive to the basket. My men-
tality early in the season was to pass
first and shoot second and that proved
to hurt the team at times, so Coach
Homm instructed me to drive to the
basket more often and that has proven
to be successful.”

Junior Mareika Freiss, a six-month

exchange student who will be return-
ing to her native Hamburg, Germany
after the season said, “I did not ex-
pect to play on such a good team, so
I was very happy to have been given
this opportunity. These are great girls

and they accepted me so
well. It was a great expe-
rience and a good time.
I’m very grateful and I
will miss them all.”

With just five games in
the loss column, two to
Shabazz, Paterson
Eastside, a very good
Pennsylvania team and a
one-point loss against a
Florida team, the Raiders
appear ready for the UCT
championship and the
State tournament.

“This year we went out
and picked up some
tougher competition and
I think playing those
games is going to help
us,” said Homm. “Three
of the losses could of gone
either way. They learned
to play in big games that
carry with them lots of
pressures. As you come
up against the next one,
you know what it’s all
about and approach it
with a bit less nervous-
ness and that’s what you
need to do. I’m hoping
we caught up now and
the experience gained
from that will enable us
to move on.”

The top-seeded Raid-
ers stopped New Provi-
dence, 56-23, in the UCT
opening round on Febru-
ary 16 and continue play

against the winner of the (8-9 seed)
Johnson-Hillside game. With a vic-
tory, the Raiders will battle the
Plainfield-Dayton, (4-5 seed) winner.

“It’s not going to be an easy road
but I like our bracket,” said Homm.
“Union Catholic, the team that beat
us last year, Roselle Catholic, Lin-
den and Union are all in the other
bracket. We are favored to win it all,
but we have to go out and do the job,
but I like our chances.”
Lincoln   7   6   8 10 31
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 15 12 18 11 56

to his hips, get him to his back,”
explained Shaffer. “I really wanted a
pin after not doing well in the county
tournament. He’s in our district. I
figured a pin would be good for my
seed.”

Looking further ahead, Shaffer
added, “I’m going to get in a pro-
gram over the summer, do a lot of
wrestling. I want at least 80 to 100
matches over the summer.”

The lead began to crumble at 171-
lbs when Blue Devil Alex Lewis
dropped a tough, 8-6, overtime bout
to Tiger Norbert Sieczkowski. From
that point, the Tigers rolled to a 46-
15 team lead with two pins, a major-
ity decision, a decision and three
forfeits.

Hewit wasted no time on Tiger Jon
Morek, recording a front headlock,
walk around takedown before pin-
ning him in 48 seconds with a chin
half nelson and an arm bar.

“We were missing some essential
wrestlers, so I had to put that in the
back of my head and go out there and
wrestle with some fire and inten-
sity,” said Hewit. “I put on a front
headlock and went around the back.
I got a ball and chain underneath and,
when his arm came up, I ran the
half.”

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
140: — Dom Principato (L) p. Joe Corea, :51
145: — Israelow (W) d. Renderos, 7-6
152: — Tomasso (W) p. Meikla, 1:11
160: — Shaffer (W) p. Absolu, 4:28
171: — Sieczkowski (L) d. Lewis, 8-6 OT
189: — Nick Dutto (L) p. Scott Saggio, 3:27

215: — Julio Loperena (L) d. Steve
Cruikshank, 12-6
Hwt: — Ronell Orr (L) p. Nick Gismondi, 3:00
103: — Ron Rodrigues (L) won forfeit
112: — Mike Pisarki (L) md. Matt Kamal, 9-1
119: — Ralph Celestin (L) won forfeit
125: — Bill Cooper (L) won forfeit
130: — Hewit (W) p. Morek, :48
135: — Mark Horzepa (L) d. Mark Boyd, 13-6

Linden Tiger Wrestlers Rip
Wounded Blue Devils, 49-21
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BLOCKING A LION…Controlling the boards, blocking shots
and firing in a game high 18-points was the order of the day for
center Hillary Klimowicz, No. 34. The Raiders caged the Lincoln
Lions of Jersey City, 56-31, in Scotch Plains on February 13.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Raider Cagers Clip
Cardinal Boys, 74-71

The return of sophomore center
Derrick Caracter seemed to make a
difference as the 10th-ranked Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
basketball team clipped the No. 14
Plainfield Cardinals, 74-71, in Scotch
Plains on February 12. Caracter
halted the 13-8 Raiders’ five-game
losing streak with a 33-point bom-
bardment.

Caracter, who netted 15 of his
points in the fourth quarter, tied the
game, 66-66, with a two-pointer then
teammate Sean Fuller, who sank 12
points, banged in a 3-pointer with
less than a minute remaining. Martise
Gillam bucketed two free throws to
give the Raiders comfort in the wan-
ing seconds.

Gillam, who totaled 15 points, fin-
ished 9-for-9 from the line and
Caracter was 12-15 from the line.
Michael Johnson and Lance Thomas
each put in seven points. Mike Gor-
don scored 26 points for the 18-3
Cardinals.
Plainfield 11 20 14 26 71
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 12 20 18 24 74

Area High School
Wrestling Results:

FEBRUARY 11:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 64, Eliza-
beth 10

KEY BOUTS:
189: — Andrew Silber (S) p. Marquis
Maples5:43
215: — Chris Michel (E) p. Mark
Giannaci, 3:52
Hwt: — Andrew Loomis (S) won forfeit
103: — Rahman Fuquan (E) md. Dave
DeNichilo, 9-1
112: — Sal Gano (S) d. Eric Ogada, 6-2
119: — Ricky Olsen (S) d. Ranfi
Jimenez, 13-6
125: — Ron Ferrara (S) p. Troy Murray,
1:18
130: — Derek Francavilla (S) p. Elliot
Sessoms, 2:35
135: — Steve Mineo (S) tf. Dave Mollyk,
15-0, 2:39
140: — Pat Mineo (S) p. Lloyd, :37
145: — Eric Connolly (S) tf. Anthony
Davis, 15-0, 1:47
152: — Andre Melendez (S) p. Lorjuste, :52
160: — Pedro Coyt (S) p. Johnson, :47
171: — Yoav Nudell (S) won forfeit

Roselle Park 39, New Providence 25
KEY BOUTS:

103: — Adel Afzal (N) d. Kevin Blatt, 12-8
119: — Ross Baldwin (N) p. Ross
Soares, 3:50
125: — Jon Reedy (N) d. Joe Blackford, 6-3
140: — Troy MacDermant (R) d. Marc
Neuwirth, 7-4
189: — Shane Mallory (N) d. Chris
Bouhoutsos, 6-1

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE FINISHING TOUCHES…Blue Devil Andrew Shaffer, top, turns Tiger
Kareem Absolu with an arm bar and later adds a chin hook to get the pin in 4:28
in the 160-lb bout.

 


