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Route 22 in Mountainside
Part of  ‘Safe Corridors’

Program Enforced by DOT
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By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

As part of an initiative to pro-
mote safer roads in New Jersey,
the New Jersey Department of
Transportation (NJDOT) an-
nounced last week that they have
begun enforcing a new law called
“Safe Corridors” as of February
15.

This law, which was signed by
Governor James McGreevey last
July, doubles fines for driving of-
fences including speeding and ag-
gressive driving on eight major
highways in New Jersey including
a portion of Route 22, located in
Mountainside.

According to Mountainside Po-

lice Chief, James Debbie, the
NJDOT has chosen Route 22 from
New Providence Road in
Mountainside to west of the Route
1/9 interchange in Newark as one
of its eleven stretches of highways
targeted based on a high crash rate
record. He noted, “in order to make
this roadway safer, the DOT has
made all moving violations in this
area of Route 22 carry double fines.”

According to State Transporta-
tion Commissioner Jack Lettiere,
other highways picked for this ef-
fort are Routes 1, 9, 40, 46, 73 and
206. He stated that the 130 miles of
state roadways were designated in
the program based on statistics
showing a crash rate, which is 50
percent over the state rate. He also
noted that these strips of roadways
endure 1,000 more crashes than

other New Jersey roadways in a
single year.

“It is our responsibility to do
everything within our power to
ensure that New Jersey’s roads are
made as safe as possible and we
will take whatever technological,
engineering or enforcement steps
necessary to accomplish this goal”
commented Mr. Letteire. “Safe
Corridors demonstrates our zero
tolerance for anyone who jeopar-
dizes the well being of New Jersey
motorists.”

Other New Jersey roadways des-
ignated in the law include: Route
1 just north of the Route 1 toll
bridge in Trenton to Carnegie Cen-
ter Boulevard in West Windsor,

Route 1 from Old Henderson Road
in South Brunswick just north of
Old Post Road in Edison, Route 9
from Pine Boulevard in Lakewood
to Washington Road in South
Amboy, Route 22 from Orr Drive
in Branchburg to King George
Road in Greenbrook, Route 40
from Cologne Avenue in Hamilton
Township to Genoa Avenue in Egg
Harbor Township, Route 46 from
Down Street in Netcong to just
east of West Main street in
Rockaway, Route 46 just west of
Parsippany-Troy Hills to Valley
Road in Clifton, Route 47 just
South of Route 49 in Millville to
just north of Arbor Avenue in
Vineland, Route 73 south of Will-
iam Feather Drive in Voorhees to
Linewood Avenue in Maple Shade

               Photo Courtesy of Snapshots for The Westfield Leader
SUV PARKING PROBLEM?…The parking attempt by this Jeep owner was rudely interrupted by a huge Dodge Durango
in front of Snapshots on East Broad Street in Westfield on Saturday, February 14.

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
HIGHWAY ADVISORY…Large signs warning drivers of double fines are
now posted on a strip of Route 22 in Mountainside.

Westfield Board of Education Examines
Technology Portion of 2004-2005 Budget

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
held a special meeting on Tuesday to
discuss the technology portion of the
2004-2005 school district budget.
The meeting was added to the board’s

normal schedule of meetings in or-
der to accommodate the ongoing
formation of next year’s budget.

According to the preliminary bud-
get compiled by Board of Education
Secretary Robert Berman, the tech-
nology section of the budget will rise
14.37 percent, from $1,453,607 in
2003-2004 to $1,622,470 in this
year’s proposed spending plan.

Board member Kimberley Rhodes
was quick to point out that the sharp
increase is not indicative of over-
spending by the district, but rather
the result of a large number of new
leases being taken out on equipment.

“Last year, we had an unusually
low number,” she said, due to the fact
that a number of computers were
being used for a fourth year after a
three-year payment plan.

Mr. Berman concurred, saying,
“The increase is mainly due to new
leases.”

Salaries will comprise $665,621
of the technology budget. The staff
will include a supervisor and a secre-
tary, as well as an Assistant Network
Manager at Westfield High School
(WHS), four Computer Technicians
at the elementary and intermediate
levels, two Computer Technicians at
WHS and six Elementary Teacher
Technicians at the elementary level,
as well as vigorous staff training.

In addition, the administrative net-
work requires the services of a Net-
work Manager and a secretary.

The preliminary budget calls for
$12,709 for improvement of instruc-
tion and $18,000 for membership in
the Union County Internet Consor-
tium, which provides the school dis-
trict with Internet access. The dis-
trict will pay a combined $124,375
for technician training, instructional
consultants, the purchase of profes-
sional services, repairs for classroom-
based equipment and repairs for
building-based electronics. A total
of $111,389 will be put towards vari-
ous instructional supplies to be dis-
tributed to the district’s nine schools.

The district’s administrative net-
work will be allotted a proposed
$83,515 for communication, techni-
cal services, administrative network
supplies and training.

Each of the school’s six elemen-
tary schools is budgeted for an aver-
age of $34,986 in new equipment,
including teacher computers, library
computers, printers and projectors.
Edison Intermediate School is bud-
geted for $98,496 in equipment, in-
cluding 28 computers for Technol-
ogy class and 36 new computers to
be spread among six science class-
rooms. Similarly, Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School is budgeted for
$107,730 in equipment, which in-
cludes 28 computers for Technology
class and 42 new computers for seven
science classrooms.

Some controversy arose over the
high school’s $350,000 technology
budget, which includes 150 new
teacher laptops at a total of $306,000.
The computers being purchased are
powerful notebook computers that
come equipped with both CD and
DVD burners, the need for which
was contested by both Ms. Rhodes

and fellow board member Beth
Cassie.

“I want to make sure that when we
make this purchase, and it’s a huge
one, that we’re getting the best value
out of it,” said Ms. Rhodes.

Board Vice President Anne Riegel

suggested that teachers be held ac-
countable for properly taking advan-
tage of the investment the taxpayers
would be making in the computers.

Board President Arlene Gardner
concurred, bringing up the idea of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

MS Borough Council Discusses
Regional School Litigation

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At the start of this month’s
Mountainside Borough Council
meeting, the Mabel Young Good
Neighbor Award was presented to
Rosemary Albrecht and Cathy Lunn,
on behalf of her husband, Stephen
Lunn, who could not accept his own
award because he was out of town.

The two recipients were honored
because of time spent helping their
senior neighbors on Wood Valley
Road clean and shovel driveways,
along with other household chores or
errands needed. Neighbors of the
two honorees have reported seeing
Ms. Albrecht, who is an airline pilot,
washing windows at neighbors’
houses and Mr. Lunn, an engineer,
help neighbors with computer prob-
lems.

Each year, members of the Mabel
Young Good Neighbor Award Com-
mittee recognizes a member or mem-
bers of the community who have
made outstanding contributions for
the betterment and welfare of
Mountainside.

Committee members described
Mabel Young as “a woman of in-
domitable spirit who believed that
we are each, truly, our brother’s
keeper.”

In other business, it was announced

by Mayor Robert Viglianti that im-
mediately following the council
meeting, members of the governing
body, along with members of the
Board of Education would discuss in
a closed session meeting the pending
litigation that Mountainside is un-
dergoing regarding the 1995 regional
school district dissolution referen-
dum that affected Clark, Springfield
Berkeley Heights, Kenilworth,
Mountainside and Garwood.

Mayor Viglianti explained that in
the original referendum,  then county
Schools Superintendent Dr. Leonard
Fitts noted an inequity in the law
governing dissolution of regional
districts. It was reported that real
estate owned by the district went to
the town where the real estate was
located, while the liquid assets were
divided according to each town’s
percentage contribution to all of the
assets owned by the district.

According to the mayor, this meant
that Clark, Springfield, Berkeley
Heights and Kenilworth would re-
ceive land and buildings worth tens
of millions of dollars, while
Mountainside and Garwood would

receive none. In addition
Mountainside would have to split the
liquid assets with the five other towns,
making the monies received skewed.

The mayor noted that Dr. Fitts
then recommended that
Mountainside and Garwood receive
all of the liquid assets, with 76 per-
cent going to Mountainside and 24
percent going to Garwood to com-
pensate for the lack of real estate
assets.

The mayor stated that after the
referendum had passed in 1996 the
Acting County Superintendent,
David Livingston reversed Dr. Fitts
decision and concluded that all six
towns would split the liquid assets
evenly.

Over subsequent years, Mayor
Viglianti noted that the
Mountainside’s governing body has
been fighting Dr. Livingston’s posi-
tion, appealing to the Commissioner
of Education, the State Board of
Education, the Appellate Division of
the Superior Court and to the New
Jersey Supreme Court.

The mayor concluded that in Janu-

         Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
NEW EQUIPMENT…Congressman Michael Ferguson meets with the Westfield Fire Department and announces the
$130,000 grant given to the department for new equipment. Westfield Fire Chief John Castellano explains equipment and
use of the grant to the congressman and Westfield Mayor Gregory McDermott. Pictured, from left to right, are: Mayor
McDermott, Congressman Ferguson, Chief Castellano, and Firefighter Daniel Maglione.CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Council Raises Questions
Regarding Traffic Study

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

During Tuesday night’s public
meeting of the Westfield Town Coun-
cil, Scott Parker of Edwards and
Kelcey presented the traffic impact
study which was done in regards to
the proposed construction of parking
decks at Prospect and Elm Streets
and South Avenue.

Mayor Gregory McDermott pref-
aced the presentation by stating that
there are a lot of people “skeptical of
this report.”

Mr. Parker said that traffic counts
were done in October at 19 intersec-
tions in town, and statistics for seven
intersections were extracted from
Edwards and Kelcey’s study con-
cerning the South Avenue traffic
circle project.

He said that while there will be
additional traffic associated with this
development, commuters and em-
ployees are already coming into the
downtown but are parking in various
locations. He said the project would
be a “rebalancing of traffic.”

According to Mr. Parker, at South
Avenue there will be 21 new trips in
the morning and 65 in the evening.
At Prospect and Elm Streets, there
will be 51 new trips in the morning
and 75 in the evening.

He said the project will “exacer-
bate” existing traffic problems at the
intersection of South and Central
Avenues, but that the intersection
can be brought back to the current
level of service by making a left turn-
only lane and modifying the signal.

He also recommended that the east-

ern exit onto South Avenue from the
proposed parking garage prohibit left
turns from 4 to 7 p.m.

Third Ward Republican Council-
man Mark Ciarrocca questioned
whether drivers would have a ten-
dency to go straight up Summit Av-
enue upon exiting the garage, rather
than making a left onto South Avenue.
He voiced concern that there would be
an increase in traffic on streets such as
Park, Grove and Clover.

Mr. Parker said that putting stop
signs along the north/south flow of
Boulevard and Summit Avenue would
make the streets less appealing. He
also said that timing the lights on
Central Avenue would allow for a
more continuous flow, but that the
feasibility of this measure would need
to be studied.

Mayor McDermott also raised con-
cern that prohibiting a left turn from
the eastern exit of the proposed ga-
rage would cause cars to go right
onto South Avenue and make a left
onto Boulevard.

He also questioned how many people
make a left onto Central from South,
and how many go to the traffic circle in
order to get to the north side of town.

Mr. Parker said the distribution of
residents on the waiting list for park-
ing permits is evenly split between
the north and south sides.

Fourth Ward Republican Council-
man James Foerst asked if traffic num-
bers would change if national chains
came into the proposed retail space.
Mr. Parker confirmed that they would.

Second Ward Republican Coun-
cilwoman JoAnn Neylan said she

finds “it hard to believe there is such
a low impact…it’s incredulous to
me.”

First Ward Republican Council-
man Sal Caruana questioned how
advisable it was to build a deck at the
Prospect and Elm site, since the grad-
ing is poor at Prospect from Dudley
to East Broad.

Mr. Parker responded that it is “not
ill advisable.”

Councilman Caruana raised con-
cern that new shoppers would be
attracted to the area if parking spaces
currently being used by employees
was freed up.

A public meeting devoted solely
to the traffic study will be held at a
date to be announced. For more in-
formation on the traffic study, see the
article on Page 2.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, Julie Tarr asked
when a study would be done regard-
ing traffic at the intersection of Clo-
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Rahway Avenue
Boulevard
Gallows Hill Road
Willow Grove Road
Prospect Street
Dudley Avenue
Summit Avenue
East Broad Street
Mountain Avenue
Lawrence Avenue
Westfield Avenue
Woodland Avenue
North Avenue
Central Avenue
Totals:

Summonses

Speeding Enforcement Stats.
For the Month of December

The monthly publishing of speeding en-
forcement is part of the Westfield Police
Department’s efforts to make the streets of
Westfield safer for everyone. The Westfield
Police Department will not tolerate aggressive
drivers, and while issuing summonses is not
the main objective, it is necessary in order to
gain compliance with traffic laws.

Street Warnings

3
1
1
0
2
1
1
0
0
1
0
1
0
0
11

9
2
0
5
5
7
0
2
3
4
1
0
1
1
40

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

MOUNTAINSIDE

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15
•e w a r k  w a s

arrested after a motor vehicle stop and
charged with exhibiting a false drivers
license, driving with a suspended license,
possession of stolen credit cards and out-
standing warrants in the amount of $2,013.

•o f  P l a i n f i e l d

was arrested following a motor vehicle
stop and charged with obstruction, coun-
terfeit driver’s license and $1,120 in
outstanding warrants.

•  A New Providence resident reported
that the hubcaps were removed from
their Honda Accord while it was parked
at the Loews Theatre.

and Route 206 from Opossum Road
in Montgomery to just north of South
Bridge Street in Somerville.

Mr. Lettiere also pointed out that
other potential unsafe roads could be
added to the program as deemed
necessary by crash statistics. He
added that roads might also be re-
moved from the list that shows im-
proved safety records.

He concluded that the Department

Route 22 in Mountainside
Part of  ‘Safe Corridors’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

of Transportation would continue to
monitor all highway data and review
the initial “Safe Corridors” effort
within a year to chart the program’s
success.

“Other states such as California
and Oregon have shown positive re-
sults a year after instituting similar
safety programs,” stated Mr. Lettiere.
“We are looking forward to these
results in New Jersey.”

 Scotch Plains Teachers, Parents Demand
Repair Of Evergreen Elementary School

By MICHELLE SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Teachers,
parents and members of the Parent-
Teacher Association (PTA) expressed
their opinions about the decay of
Evergreen Elementary School dur-
ing last Thursday evening’s meeting
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education.

During the first public portion of
the meeting, several residents dis-
cussed the leaking roofs and up-
rooted floor tiles, while kindergarten
teacher Lynn Sanders spoke on be-
half of the Evergreen teachers, many
who had congregated for the meet-
ing.

“We are appalled at the condition
of Evergreen School,” Ms. Sanders
said. She expressed concern for the
health of the faculty and children.

She mentioned falling and miss-
ing ceiling tiles in several areas of
the building which required buckets
to catch dripping water, floor tiles
that have been removed but not re-
placed, and even presented photo-
graphs taken of the affected areas.

Ms. Sanders questioned the board
about monitoring the air quality in
the school, as well as the potential
harm of mold, asbestos and other
“health hazards.”

While the taxpayers in the audi-
ence demanded immediate solutions,

the board responded by saying they
have only been recently made aware
of the declining condition of Ever-
green, which is among other schools
in need of repair.

“We are evaluating the situation,”
said Business Administrator Anthony
Del Sordi, who also said that there is
not enough money in the remaining
year’s budget to replace the entire
roof as the taxpayers were suggest-
ing.

Board member Edward Saridaki
pointed out that if the evaluation
called for a new roof for Evergreen
School then the project would have
to be undertaken during a period
when children were out of school for
a substantial amount of time due to
the dust and rust emitted while re-
placing a roof.

In other matters, the board began
the meeting by reading a resolution
and honoring music teacher Vincent
Turturiello, the recent recipient of
the 2004 Master of Music Teacher
Award given by the New Jersey Music
Education Association.

Mr. Turturiello, Music Instructor
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School since 1978, was described as
“a strong leader…well respected (and
an) excellent conductor with origi-
nal technique and passion,” by his
co-workers and board members.

The board also reviewed another

draft of the 2004-2005 school calen-
dar. They discussed the possibility of
not prioritizing the two “give back
days,” March 28 and May 27, saved
for additional snow days if needed,
so the district could potentially have
no school the day after Easter which
has been a desired day off for many,
according to Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Carol Choye.

There was little discussion about

Steering Committee
Adopts Flat Rate

Assessment for SID
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- The steering
committee looking into the feasi-
bility of establishing a Special Im-
provement District (SID) in down-
town Scotch Plains will make a pre-
sentation to downtown property
owners tonight, two days after the
committee finally reached agree-
ment on an assessment formula that
will fund an appropriate operating
budget in a SID’s first year.

After several weeks of discus-
sion, the nine steering committee
members present at Tuesday
evening’s meeting voted unani-
mously to recommend a multi-tiered
flat rate system for assessing down-
town properties, a formula that will
finance a first-year budget of about
$78,350.

The flat rate approach, which com-
mittee member Barry Gaunt of Vi-
tamin Express called “a perfect com-
promise,” was a last-minute pro-
posal made a week ago after several
weeks of serious discussion about
assessment formulas under which
properties would pay up to 25 cents
per $100 of assessed value.

Under the six-tiered structure,
nonresidential properties within the
proposed SID boundaries that are
valued up to $100,000 will pay $250;
those valued from $100,000-
$200,000 will pay $550; those be-
tween $200,000 and $300,000 will
pay $800; properties valued between
$300,000 and $750,000 will be as-
sessed $1,250; those between
$750,000 and $2 million will pay
$1,500; and properties valued higher
than $2 million will pay $2,000.

The proposed SID will affect prop-
erties on Park Avenue from Route
22 to the Fanwood border, the length
of East Second Street and Front
Street, Westfield Avenue from Park
Avenue to Union Avenue, and Terrill
Road between East Second Street
and Front Street.

In the first year of the SID’s op-
eration, properties on Terrill Road
and Front Street will not be assessed
due primarily to most of those prop-
erties having not been formally no-
tified about the SID last year when
steering committee discussions first
began.

In addition, after Seymour Stein
of CEO Executive Suites objected
on Tuesday to his 1812 Front Street
property being among only four
Front Street properties being as-
sessed in the first year, the commit-
tee agreed to not assess any Front
Street properties for the first year
due to what committee members
agreed was the arbitrariness of those
four properties’ initial inclusion.

Mr. Stein has also raised concerns
in recent weeks about the various
assessment proposals being dis-
cussed and how properties like his
Front Street office building would
not benefit as greatly from a SID as
would retail properties.

The steering committee, will
present its findings and recommen-
dations to downtown property own-
ers tonight at 7 p.m. at Scotch Hills
County Club, reminded itself that
none of its recommendations are
“set in stone,” as committee mem-
ber and President of the Scotch
Plains Business and Professional
Association Steve Goldberg sug-
gested.

If the consensus of those in atten-
dance tonight is counter to any of
the recommendations being put
forth, the steering committee will
make necessary changes before re-
questing the Township Council to
enact an ordinance establishing the
SID.

The council will also need to ap-
prove the SID’s annual budget.
Township officials will collect the
SID assessments and then transfer
those monies to the SID, and com-
mittee member Michael Locascio
said it was important that specific
language be included in the ordi-
nance that the SID receive 100 per-
cent of all monies collected by the
township each year.

The SID steering committee has
held 19 meetings since last Septem-
ber and Mr. Goldberg, who served
as de facto leader of the weekly
meetings, said that, despite the di-
verse membership of the committee
and the at-times contentious discus-
sions, “the fact that we’ve gotten
this far is amazing.” He added that,
“this is as close as I’ve seen any-
body come to making real change
and progress.”

       Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
GOP CONFERS…Congressman Mike Ferguson confers with Westfield Mayor
Gregory McDermott while Mountainside Councilman Glenn Mortimer listens
in during the annual county GOP Lincoln Day celebration held February 12 at
the Westwood in Garwood. Pictured above, left to right, are: Congressman
Ferguson, Mr. Mortimer and Mayor McDermott.

        Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
CUBS VISIT WESTFIELD LEADER...On Thursday, February 12, Tiger Cubs
from Franklin School in Westfield visited the office of The Westfield Leader to
learn about communication. They learned that their brain is the most important
tool.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SHOOT SCORE…The Rialto Theatre in Westfield arranged a special showing
of Miracle so that the Westfield Hockey team could raise money. The Westfield
hockey team raised $670 during the event, which took place on February 11. This
money raised will provide three and a half hours of ice time at Warinanco ice
rink in Woodbridge.

asking WHS teachers to create their
own webpages in order to strengthen
the lines of communication between
teachers, parents, and students.

Following the end of the technol-
ogy presentation, Mr. Berman
showed the board an update of the

preliminary budget. By his calcula-
tions, the preliminary budget calls
for an increase of 6 percent over last
year’s budget, not 7 percent as origi-
nally projected. Board members ex-
pressed their satisfaction with the
results they’ve seen to this point in
the process.

“Money is being spent where it
needs to be spent,” said board mem-
ber Richard Solomon.

The next public discussion of the
budget will take place on Tuesday,
February 24, when the board will
discuss Athletics, Fine Arts and co-
curricular activities, as well as ad-
dressing the budget as a whole.

The board aims to approve a com-
prehensive preliminary budget by
Tuesday, March 2. The board will
hold a public hearing on the budget
on Monday, March 29 at the admin-
istration building on Elm Street.

The annual school election will
take place on Tuesday, April 20.
Community members will vote
whether to approve the 2004-2005
budget and elect three people to the
2004-2005 school board. Westfield
residents wishing to run for a seat on
the board must obtain a petition from
the office of Mr. Berman. The peti-
tion must be signed and delivered to
the same office by Thursday, April 1.

Following budget discussions, Ms.
Gardner raised the possibility of cre-
ating standing board committees to
address technology and special edu-
cation issues. The board declined,
citing its reluctance to engage in
micromanagement.

The board also declined to amend
its by-laws to include a stipulation
that prohibits a board member who
is running for re-election from de-
livering the annual budget message
on Channel 36. The board instead
agreed to make it a general practice
as opposed to amending the by-
laws.

ary 2001, the Supreme Court ruled in
Mountainside’s favor and that money
that had been distributed would then
be turned over to Mountainside and
Garwood. He also stated that the four
other member towns have been ap-
pealing that decision ever since.

The mayor noted that on Novem-
ber 25, 2003, the Office of Adminis-
trative Law issued a decision by Judge
Robert Giordano in which the New
Jersey Supreme Court’s 2001 ruling
was upheld and that on February 5 of
this year, the Commissioner of Edu-
cation issued a decision also affirm-
ing Judge Giordano’s decision.

Under his decision, Mountainside
should receive an immediate pay-
ment of $438,680 and $1,149,850
per year for the next five years, total-
ing $6,187,931. The mayor stated
that the other towns may again ap-
peal and that the meeting was to
discuss further litigation strategy and
how best to use the money for
Mountainside citizens.

In other business, a second and
final reading of, Ordinances 1066,
1067, 1068 and 1069 was held. The
ordinances will update permit and
inspection fees for construction and
zoning according to state regulations;
amend community pool fees for the
2004 summer season by a 2 percent
increase; establish an Assistant En-
gineering position with a salary range
of $15,000-$30,000 per year, and
create an ordinance prohibiting park-
ing on the west side of Woodacres
Drive from 2 to 4 p.m. on school
days.

Last month, members of the gov-

erning body discussed Ordinance
1068, which prohibits parking dur-
ing school hours on the west side of
Woodacres Drive from Pembrook
Road to Meeting House Lane. Police
Chief James Debbie noted that there
is a congestion problem in that area
since the opening of the Beechwood
School.

Finally, it was noted by Council-
man Paul Mirabelli that Channel 35
would be up and running again within
the next few weeks. It has been down
since late 2003 for renovations and
updates. Councilman Mirabelli told
audience members that the final por-
tion of the renovations is almost com-
plete and that the channel is ex-
pected to be ready to go within the
next two weeks.

He noted that the television sta-
tion has been upgraded with digital
equipment and that the room hold-
ing all of the equipment had to be
doubled in size to accommodate the
new pieces. He added that the elec-
trical wiring also had to be updated
for the new equipment and furniture
for storage had to be ordered, which
is now in the process of being as-
sembled.

Councilman Mirabelli also stated
that the two part-time employees
who are manning the station are in
desperate need of volunteers to help
film events. He noted that the TV
station is planning to film Deerfield’s
Spirit Night on February 27 starting
at 6 p.m.

The next Mountainside meeting
will be held on Tuesday, March 9, at
8 p.m.

Regional School Litigation
Discussed by MS Council

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Technology Portion of WF
School Bd. Budget Examined

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

HOW DO YOU MEASURE UP?…At St. Paul’s Day School in Westfield,
kindergarteners were challenged to see if they were taller than the Emperor
Penguin. The project was part of a recent study of the Polar Regions. To register
at St. Paul’s Day School, please call (908) 233-5417.

ver and Central.
Third Ward Republican Council-

man Andrew Skibitsky responded
that it would be looked at this year.

Cynthia Folk said the South Av-
enue parking lot has many other
uses, such as fairs and markets, mak-
ing it “invaluable.” She also stated
that dozens of spaces in the lot have
been inaccessible because of snow
piled in them.

Dorian Road resident Nick Kapur
presented a petition to the town re-
garding a drainage problem on his
street. He said that because there are
no storm sewers, a “river” occurs
when it rains. He said there currently
is ice that is eight to 12 inches thick,
and one morning his car was iced in.

Mayor McDermott assured Mr.
Kapur that the finance committee is
discussing the issue within the capi-
tal budget discussions.

In other business, the council ap-
proved home demolitions at 443
Edgewood Road, 639 Westfield Av-
enue, 1123 Grand Avenue and 526
Downer Street.

The council also approved an or-
dinance implementing a fee for de-
velopment. A fee of $3,888.89 would
be collected for the construction of
each new residential unit, and a fee
based on floor area for non-residen-
tial construction. A public hearing
will be held on the ordinance on
Tuesday, March 2.

the 2004-2005 budget on Thursday
night, however, the board will hold
special board budget meetings on
Tuesdays, February 24 and March 2
at 7:30 p.m. to continue with the
stages of drafting and completing
the budget.

Recognition of the Broadway Cho-
rus will take place at the next sched-
uled regular public meeting on Thurs-
day, February 26, at Evergreen School.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council



timesnj.com

Serving

The Township and

The Borough since 1959

THE

SCOTCH PLAINS - FANWOOD

 TIMES
SIXTY CENTS(908) 232-4407

press@goleader.comOUR 46TH YEAR – ISSUE NO. 08-46 Published Every Thursday Since 1959
www.goleader.com

USPS 485200
Periodical – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, N.J.

Thursday, February 19, 2004

Teachers, Parents Demand Repair
Of Evergreen Elementary School

By MICHELLE SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Teachers, parents and members
of the Parent-Teacher Association
(PTA) expressed their opinions
about the decay of Evergreen El-
ementary School during last Thurs-
day evening’s meeting of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion.

During the first public portion of

the meeting, several residents dis-
cussed the leaking roofs and up-
rooted floor tiles, while kindergar-
ten teacher Lynn Sanders spoke on
behalf of the Evergreen teachers,
many who had congregated for the
meeting.

“We are appalled at the condi-
tion of Evergreen School,” Ms.
Sanders said. She expressed con-
cern for the health of the faculty

and children.
She mentioned falling and miss-

ing ceiling tiles in several areas of
the building which required buck-
ets to catch dripping water, floor
tiles that have been removed but
not replaced, and even presented
photographs taken of the affected
areas.

Ms. Sanders questioned the board
about monitoring the air quality in
the school, as well as the potential
harm of mold, asbestos and other
“health hazards.”

While the taxpayers in the audi-
ence demanded immediate solu-
tions, the board responded by say-
ing they have only been recently
made aware of the declining con-
dition of Evergreen, which is
among other schools in need of
repair.

“We are evaluating the situation,”
said Business Administrator An-
thony Del Sordi, who also said that
there is not enough money in the
remaining year’s budget to replace
the entire roof as the taxpayers
were suggesting.

Board member Edward Saridaki
pointed out that if the evaluation
called for a new roof for Ever-
green School then the project
would have to be undertaken dur-
ing a period when children were
out of school for a substantial
amount of time due to the dust
and rust emitted while replacing
a roof.

In other matters, the board began
the meeting by reading a resolution
and honoring music teacher Vincent
Turturiello, the recent recipient of
the 2004 Master of Music Teacher
Award given by the New Jersey
Music Education Association.

Mr. Turturiello, Music Instructor
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School since 1978, was described
as “a strong leader…well respected
(and an) excellent conductor with
original technique and passion,”
by his co-workers and board mem-
bers.

The board also reviewed another
draft of the 2004-2005 school cal-
endar. They discussed the possibil-
ity of not prioritizing the two “give
back days,” March 28 and May 27,
saved for additional snow days if
needed, so the district could poten-
tially have no school the day after
Easter which has been a desired
day off for many, according to Su-
perintendent of Schools Dr. Carol
Choye.

There was little discussion about
the 2004-2005 budget on Thursday
night, however, the board will hold
special board budget meetings on
Tuesdays, February 24 and March
2 at 7:30 p.m. to continue with the
stages of drafting and completing
the budget.

Recognition of the Broadway
Chorus will take place at the next
scheduled regular public meeting
on Thursday, February 26, at Ever-
green School.

Lauren S. Pass for The Times
COMMUNICATION IS KEY...Congressman Michael Ferguson, center, was in Scotch Plains on Tuesday to present a
$117,360 grant to the Scotch Plains Fire Department. The department will use the grant to purchase additional radios
and to improve their communications. Pictured from left to right are: Andrew Miller, Randy Grizzard, John Lestarchick,
Cheif Jonathan Ellis, Mayor Martin Marks, Congressman Ferguson, Paul Malool, Francis Lienherd, Michael Cuccurollo
and Carmen Grausso.
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Council Takes First
Crack at Township’s
$19.5 Million Budget

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil started serious consideration of
the 2004 municipal budget on Tues-
day night, beginning what could be
several weeks of budget meetings
that will examine the $19.5 million
spending proposal for areas where
further cuts could be made or, if
deemed necessary, additional fund-
ing could be provided.

On Tuesday night, the council was
expected to look at a number of
specific departments and categories,
including the police department, the
township library, the health depart-
ment, the planning board and board
of adjustment, police and fire pen-
sions, and street lighting and insur-
ance costs.

In advance of the first budget meet-
ing, Township Manager Thomas
Atkins provided the council at its
conference meeting on Tuesday
evening with a summary of the
township’s annual debt service pay-
ments for the coming years.

The debt service, which totaled
$1.519 million last year, is set to
decline very slightly this year before
dropping more significantly in 2005,
2006 and 2007, when it is expected
to total about $1.14 million, based
on preliminary estimates.

He also told the council it is pos-
sible the township may enter the note
market this year due to several
projects that may be undertaken in
2004, including facility improve-
ments at the municipal building and

the public works building on
Plainfield Avenue.

In other matters discussed during a
brief meeting, Mr. Atkins told the
council that Union County officials
now have specific cost estimates for
the planned improvements to
ballfields on Route 22 and at Union
County Vocational-Technical School
on Raritan Road.

Without providing specific dollar
figures, he said he expects to receive
recommendations soon from the rec-
reation commission on how the costs
of the twin projects will be shared by
the county and township govern-
ments.

On another matter, Mr. Atkins said
cost estimates for the planned new
communications tower at the south
side firehouse should be ready shortly.
He told the council that a capital
ordinance will need to be introduced,
probably at its Tuesday, March 9,
meeting, with bids being advertised
and then awarded sometime in April.

The new tower will replace a four-
decade-old tower and enable town-
ship fire personnel to better commu-
nicate with each other.

In a brief report about the monthly
meeting of the suburban municipal
joint insurance fund, a consortium of
several municipalities that pool some
of their insurance coverages, Mr.
Atkins told the council that pending
legislation in Trenton would “drasti-
cally modify workers compensation
laws.”

The legislation could take away

Steering Committee Adopts
Flat Rate Assessment for SID

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The steering committee looking
into the feasibility of establishing a
Special Improvement District (SID)
in downtown Scotch Plains will make
a presentation to downtown property
owners tonight, two days after the
committee finally reached agreement
on an assessment formula that will
fund an appropriate operating bud-
get in a SID’s first year.

After several weeks of discussion,
the nine steering committee mem-
bers present at Tuesday evening’s
meeting voted unanimously to rec-

ommend a multi-tiered flat rate sys-
tem for assessing downtown proper-
ties, a formula that will finance a
first-year budget of about $78,350.

The flat rate approach, which com-
mittee member Barry Gaunt of Vita-
min Express called “a perfect com-
promise,” was a last-minute proposal
made a week ago after several weeks
of serious discussion about assess-
ment formulas under which proper-
ties would pay up to 25 cents per
$100 of assessed value.

Under the six-tiered structure, non-
residential properties within the pro-
posed SID boundaries that are val-

ued up to $100,000 will pay $250;
those valued from $100,000-
$200,000 will pay $550; those be-
tween $200,000 and $300,000 will
pay $800; properties valued between
$300,000 and $750,000 will be as-
sessed $1,250; those between
$750,000 and $2 million will pay
$1,500; and properties valued higher
than $2 million will pay $2,000.

The proposed SID will affect prop-
erties on Park Avenue from Route 22
to the Fanwood border, the length of
East Second Street and Front Street,
Westfield Avenue from Park Avenue
to Union Avenue, and Terrill Road
between East Second Street and Front
Street.

In the first year of the SID’s opera-
tion, properties on Terrill Road and
Front Street will not be assessed due
primarily to most of those properties
having not been formally notified
about the SID last year when steering
committee discussions first began.

In addition, after Seymour Stein of
CEO Executive Suites objected on
Tuesday to his 1812 Front Street
property being among only four Front
Street properties being assessed in
the first year, the committee agreed
to not assess any Front Street proper-
ties for the first year due to what
committee members agreed was the
arbitrariness of those four proper-
ties’ initial inclusion.

Mr. Stein has also raised concerns
in recent weeks about the various
assessment proposals being discussed
and how properties like his Front
Street office building would not ben-
efit as greatly from a SID as would
retail properties.

Route 22 in Mountainside
Part of  ‘Safe Corridors’

Program Enforced by DOT
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Times

As part of an initiative to pro-
mote safer roads in New Jersey,
the New Jersey Department of
Transportation (NJDOT) an-
nounced last week that they have
begun enforcing a new law called
“Safe Corridors” as of February
15.

This law, which was signed by
Governor James McGreevey last
July, doubles fines for driving of-
fences including speeding and
aggressive driving on eight major

highways in New Jersey including
a portion of Route 22, located in
Mountainside.

According to Mountainside Po-
lice Chief, James Debbie, the
NJDOT has chosen Route 22 from
New Providence Road in
Mountainside to west of the Route
1/9 interchange in Newark as one
of its eleven stretches of highways
targeted based on a high crash rate
record. He noted, “in order to make
this roadway safer, the DOT has
made all moving violations in this
area of Route 22 carry double
fines.”

According to State Transporta-
tion Commissioner Jack Lettiere,
other highways picked for this ef-
fort are Routes 1, 9, 40, 46, 73 and
206. He stated that the 130 miles
of state roadways were designated
in the program based on statistics

showing a crash rate, which is 50
percent over the state rate. He also
noted that these strips of roadways
endure 1,000 more crashes than
other New Jersey roadways in a
single year.

“It is our responsibility to do
everything within our power to
ensure that New Jersey’s roads are
made as safe as possible and we
will take whatever technological,
engineering or enforcement steps
necessary to accomplish this goal”
commented Mr. Letteire. “Safe
Corridors demonstrates our zero

tolerance for anyone who jeopar-
dizes the well being of New Jersey
motorists.”

Other New Jersey roadways des-
ignated in the law include: Route 1
just north of the Route 1 toll bridge
in Trenton to Carnegie Center
Boulevard in West Windsor, Route
1 from Old Henderson Road in
South Brunswick just north of Old
Post Road in Edison, Route 9 from
Pine Boulevard in Lakewood to
Washington Road in South Amboy,
Route 22 from Orr Drive in
Branchburg to King George Road
in Greenbrook, Route 40 from
Cologne Avenue in Hamilton
Township to Genoa Avenue in
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Fred Rossi for The Times
HATS OFF TO CHEMO…Nicole DiNizo, a Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School junior, with ten of her friends is collecting hats for children and adult
cancer patients. Collection boxes will be at the high school and Scotch Plains
municipal building next week. See story on Page 2.

Borough of Fanwood Will Apply
For Extraordinary Municipal Aid

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Fanwood is going to apply for
extraordinary municipal aid from the
state, in an attempt to reduce the
strain on residents of high property
taxes.

The program, run by the New Jer-
sey Department of Community Af-
fairs, addresses a municipality’s need
for additional state aid to minimize
its increases in property taxes. A
special meeting to discuss the bud-

get and the aid application will be
held at Borough Hall on Monday,
February 23, at 7:30 pm, and tele-
vised on Channel 35.

In an interview with The Scotch
Plains–Fanwood Times, Mayor Col-
leen Mahr explained her reasons for
pursuing the aid: “We heard from
residents while we were campaign-
ing that the increase in property taxes
was adversely affecting our residents.
It is the reason seniors couldn’t stay
(living here) and mothers could not

stay home (full time).”
Mayor Mahr made the tax issue

her first priority: “I took office in
January and we hit the ground run-
ning. I immediately went to Trenton
to meet with the Department of Com-
munity Affairs, who acts as the liai-
son between the state and the mu-
nicipalities, to lobby for Fanwood’s
fair share of grant money. This op-
portunity presented itself. We started
having budget meetings immediately,
knowing that the application dead-
line is March 12.”

Mayor Mahr feels strongly that
“we can’t receive money if an appli-
cation is not made. Nobody is going
to just drop money into Fanwood’s
lap. Fanwood has to go out and pur-
sue it. I feel it would be a disservice
to know about this aid and not take
advantage of it, not apply for it. To
reduce costs, we must pursue outside
revenue from county, state and fed-
eral grants, as well as continuing the
shared services programs with other
towns.”

The aid application requires that
the borough provide an un-audited
financial statement and have intro-
duced a municipal budget. In addi-
tion, the mayor and council must
demonstrate that the municipality
has circumstances that warrant aid.

“Fanwood’s council has control
just over our municipal budget. It is
does not have control over the county,
or the Board of Education. There are
certain costs that the borough does
not have control over, which is why
pursuing outside aid is critical to us,”
said Mayor Mahr.

She offered examples such as group
insurance rates going up an average
of 22 percent for health care and
workman’s compensation; utilities
increasing every year; union con-
tracts dictating salary increases; and
an increase in municipal debt service
requirements.

This year, there are also mandated
appropriations to Fanwood pensions.

“We have to contribute this year
after a reprieve of several years when
we didn’t have to contribute,” stated
Mayor Mahr.

Since the application requires that
an introduced budget be shown, the
mayor and council have met many
times in order to prepare.

“The council has been working on
an accelerated schedule, which is
not the norm for the budget process
in Fanwood,” Mayor Mahr said. “The
budget is usually introduced and
passed sometime in the spring. The
window of time that we have had to

Lauren S. Pass for The Times
HIGHWAY ADVISORY…Large signs warning drivers of double fines are
now posted on a strip of Route 22 in Mountainside.
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FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

MOUNTAINSIDE

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15
•  Alnisa Coles, 26, of Newark

was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop and charged with exhibiting a
false drivers license, driving with
a suspended license, possession of
stolen credit cards and outstand-
ing warrants in the amount of
$2,013.

•  Shanelle Hicks, 23, of Plainfield

was arrested following a motor ve-
hicle stop and charged with ob-
struction, counterfeit driver’s li-
cense and $1,120 in outstanding
warrants.

• A  N e w  P r o v i d e n c e  r e s i d e n t  r e -
ported that the hubcaps were re-
moved from their Honda Accord
while it was parked at the Loews
Theatre.

Scotch Plains Residents Urged
To Attend SID Meeting Tonight
SCOTCH PLAINS – Approxi-

mately five months ago, a steering
committee was formed to investi-
gate the possibility of creating a Spe-
cial Improvement District (SID) in
the Township of Scotch Plains. The
committee has been meeting each
week for these past five months dis-
cussing the various aspects of a SID
and how it may be beneficial for the
business community.

The committee now feels it is pre-
pared to share its findings with mem-
bers of the community who will be
included in the SID. It is important to
note that although some residential
properties may be included in the
SID area, residential properties will
not be included in any assessment for
the purpose of funding the SID.

A community meeting is being
held Thursday, February 19 at 7 p.m.
at Scotch Hills Country Club on
Jerusalem Road.

This important meeting will help
determine the committee’s recom-
mendation to the town council as to
whether a Special Improvement Dis-
trict is appropriate for Scotch Plains.
Property and business owners in the
proposed SID area, which will en-
compass the downtown business area,

including all of East Second Street
and Front Street, are encouraged to
attend.

This meeting may shape the busi-
ness community of the town for many
years to come. For more informa-
tion, please call Jo Ford at town hall
at (908) 322-6700, extension no. 306.

the current employer authority on
the selection of medical treatment
and transferring it to employees.
While New Jersey’s workers com-
pensation court judges tend to lean
liberal, Mr. Atkins said the counter-
balance to those jurists has been
employer control on medical treat-
ment.

Given what he termed the “ex-
tremely labor-friendly” McGreevey
Administration, Mr. Atkins felt the
legislation would be signed into law
if passed. But he said a big factor in
the legislation’s ultimate fate might
be the reaction of private sector
unions, whose employees could see
their jobs transferred out of state by
employers fearful of losing medical
treatment authority.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Budget

The steering committee will
present its findings and recommen-
dations to downtown property own-
ers tonight at 7 p.m. at Scotch Hills
County Club. Members reminded
themselves that none of their recom-
mendations are “set in stone,” as
committee member and President
of the Scotch Plains Business and
Professional Association Steve
Goldberg suggested.

If the consensus of those in atten-
dance tonight is counter to any of
the recommendations being put
forth, the steering committee will
make necessary changes before re-
questing the Township Council to
enact an ordinance establishing the
SID.

The council will also need to ap-
prove the SID’s annual budget.

Route 22 in Mountainside
Part of  ‘Safe Corridors’

Egg Harbor Township, Route 46
from Down Street in Netcong to
just east of West Main street in
Rockaway, Route 46 just west of
Parsippany-Troy Hills to Valley
Road in Clifton, Route 47 just South
of Route 49 in Millville to just
north of Arbor Avenue in Vineland,
Route 73 south of William Feather
Drive in Voorhees to Linewood Av-
enue in Maple Shade and Route
206 from Opossum Road in Mont-
gomery to just north of South
Bridge Street in Somerville.

Mr. Lettiere also pointed out that
other potential unsafe roads could be

Township officials will collect the
SID assessments and then transfer
those monies to the SID, and com-
mittee member Michael Locascio
said it was important that specific
language be included in the ordi-
nance that the SID receive 100 per-
cent of all monies collected by the
township each year.

The SID steering committee has
held 19 meetings since last Septem-
ber and Mr. Goldberg, who served
as de facto leader of the weekly
meetings, said that, despite the di-
verse membership of the committee
and the at-times contentious discus-
sions, “the fact that we’ve gotten
this far is amazing.” He added that,
“this is as close as I’ve seen any-
body come to making real change
and progress.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

added to the program as deemed
necessary by crash statistics. He
added that roads might also be re-
moved from the list that shows im-
proved safety records.

He concluded that the Department
of Transportation would continue to
monitor all highway data and review
the initial “Safe Corridors” effort
within a year to chart the program’s
success.

“Other states such as California
and Oregon have shown positive re-
sults a year after instituting similar
safety programs,” stated Mr. Lettiere.
“We are looking forward to these
results in New Jersey.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Steering Committee Adopts
Flat Rate Assessment for SID

S. Plains Pupils to Attend
Young Leaders Conference
SCOTCH PLAINS — St. Agnes

School in Clark has reported that
Eric and Matthew Delaney of Scotch
Plains, two of its students from the
sixth grade, will join 200 other
middle school students from
throughout the United States at the
Junior National Young Leaders
Conference (JrNYLC) from Satur-
day to Thursday, March 13 to 18, in
Washington, D.C.

Themed “The Legacy of Ameri-
can Leadership,” the conference in-
troduces young people to the tradi-
tion of leadership throughout Ameri-
can history, while helping them de-
velop their own leadership skills.

Matthew and Eric will partici-
pate in educational activities and
presentations led by individuals in
high-level positions as well as young
people who exercise leadership
skills within their communities.

The opportunity to visit historic
national landmarks, including Co-
lonial Williamsburg, will be avail-

able to Matthew and Eric.
“By participating in the Junior

National Young Leaders Confer-
ence, students like Matthew and
Eric Delaney will learn early that
young people are not only welcome
in Washington, D.C., but they actu-
ally keep this city and our country
running,” said Mike Lasday, Ex-

ecutive Director of the Congres-
sional Youth Leadership Council,
the organization that sponsors
JrNYLC.

“One of the goals of JrNYLC is
to encourage students to build their
own leadership skills through ac-
tive involvement within their com-
munities,” he added.

In addition to examining notable
U.S. leaders and historic figures,
the Delaney brothers will study the
impact of leadership throughout the
critical periods of American his-
tory including the Civil War and
Reconstruction. World War II, the
Great Depression and the Civil
Rights Movement.

CYLC is a non-profit, nonparti-
san educational organization.
Founded in 1985, the council is
committed to fostering and inspir-
ing young people to achieve their
full leadership potential.

More than 400 members of the
U.S. Congress join this commit-

ment by serving on the CYLC Hon-
orary Congressional Board of Advi-
sors. In addition, more than 40 em-
bassies participate in the council’s
Honorary Board of Embassies.

For more information, please visit
www.cylc.org and St. Agnes School
at www.stagnesschool.com, or call
(732) 381-0850.

LEADING THE WAY... St. Agnes School in Clark reported that sixth
graders Eric Delaney, left, and Matthew Delaney, both of Scotch Plains,
will attend Junior National Young Leaders Conference (JrNYLC) from
Saturday to Thursday, March 13 to 18, in Washington, D.C.

Lauren S. Pass for The Times
DEVASTATING DESTRUCTION…The home of Scott and Emily Smith on North Avenue in Fanwood was destroyed by
fire on Monday evening. Firefighters battled the blaze from approximately 5:30 p.m. until after 11 p.m. Anyone wishing
to assist the Smith family should contact Mayor Colleen Mahr at Borough Hall, (908) 322-8236.

Shaalan Graduates
DeVry University
SCOTCH PLAINS – DeVry

University in North Brunswick
has announced that Mohamad
Shaalan of Scotch Plains gradu-
ated in June with a bachelor’s
degree in telecommunications
management. Mohamad has se-
cured a job in technical support
at SIB Mortgage.

work on this has been shortened due
to the statutory deadline that we’re
under” for the aid application.

However, once the application is
sent to Trenton, the mayor and coun-
cil will continue to have meetings to
review the budget to see where they
can save costs. Mayor Mahr foresees
significant changes between the fig-
ures in the introduced budget, and
the final budget.

“I fully expect to have a reduction
in the tax increase in the final budget,”
she explained, because there will be
more time to work on the details after
the application is submitted.

Mayor Mahr emphasized that all
budget meetings are open and the
public is welcome to attend.

“This is an open process, and I
want to communicate with residents
about it,” she said. The dates and
times of the meetings are listed in
local newspapers, and residents can
inquire at Borough Hall.

Mayor Mahr anticipates that the
state will inform the borough in the
late spring as to whether or not it will

receive aid.
“I feel we have a very good shot at

receiving municipal aid, looking at
what other towns have received.”

Examples range from South
Belmar receiving $150,000 in aid,
up to Woodbridge getting $900,000
from the state. The exact dollar
amount that Fanwood will request in
their application is still being de-
cided by the mayor and council.

Another problem that Mayor Mahr
believes plagues Fanwood is being
“one of the worst commercial
rateables in Union County, with 90
percent of the tax base coming from
residents.” Unlike other towns, “we
do not have a high commercial base
to offset property taxes,” she stated.
“My primary focus when I took of-
fice was taxes and to meet this aid
deadline. My next focus will be the
downtown.”

In an effort to get money for devel-
oping the downtown area, the mayor
and council have put in a request for
a “smart growth” grant, also from the
Department of Community Affairs.

 Extraordinary Municipal Aid
Sought by Fanwood Borough

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ROLE REVERSAL…Benjamin Corbin, photographer for The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times newspapers, has a role reversal Monday,
February 16 when reporting on the Fanwood Rescue Squad Blood Drive. Mr.
Corbin is pictured giving blood, instead of him photographing someone else.

WF Board of Education Examines
Technology Portion of Budget

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Timesr

WESTFIELD -- The Westfield
Board of Education held a special meet-
ing on Tuesday to discuss the technol-
ogy portion of the 2004-2005 school
district budget. The meeting was added
to the board’s normal schedule of meet-
ings in order to accommodate the on-
going formation of next year’s budget.

According to the preliminary budget
compiled by Board of Education Sec-
retary Robert Berman, the technology
section of the budget will rise 14.37
percent, from $1,453,607 for 2003-
2004  to $1,622,470 in this year’s pro-
posed budget.

Board member Kimberley Rhodes
was quick to point out that the sharp
increase is not indicative of overspend-
ing by the district, but rather the result
of a large number of new leases being
taken out on equipment.

“Last year, we had an unusually low
number,” she said due to the fact that a
number of computers were being used
for a fourth year after a three year
payment plan.

Mr. Berman concurred, saying, “The
increase is mainly due to new leases.”

Salaries will comprise $665,621 of
the technology budget. The staff will
include a supervisor and a secretary, as
well as an Assistant Network Manager
at Westfield High School (WHS), four
Computer Technicians at the elemen-
tary and intermediate levels, two Com-
puter Technicians at WHS and six El-
ementary Teacher Technicians at the
elementary level, as well as vigorous
staff training.

In addition, the administrative net-
work requires the services of a Net-
work Manager and a secretary.

The preliminary budget calls for
$12,709 for improvement of instruc-
tion and $18,000 for membership in
the Union County Internet Consortium,
which provides the school district with
Internet access. The district will pay a
combined $124,375 for technician
training, instructional consultants, the
purchase of professional services, re-
pairs for classroom-based equipment
and repairs for building-based elec-
tronics. A total of $111,389 will be put
towards various instructional supplies
to be distributed to the district’s nine
schools.

The district’s administrative network
will be allotted a proposed $83,515 for
communication, technical services,
administrative network supplies and
training.

Each of the school’s six elementary
schools is budgeted for an average of
$34,986 in new equipment, including
teacher computers, library computers,
printers and projectors. Edison Inter-
mediate School is budgeted for $98,496
in equipment, including 28 computers
for Technology class and 36 new com-
puters to be spread among six science
classrooms. Similarly, Roosevelt In-
termediate School is budgeted for
$107,730 in equipment, which includes

28 computers for Technology class and
42 new computers for seven science
classrooms.

Some controversy arose over the high
school’s $350,000 technology budget,
which includes 150 new teacher laptops
at a total of $306,000. The computers
being purchased are powerful note-
book computers that come equipped
with both CD and DVD burners, the
need for which was contested by both
Ms. Rhodes and fellow board member
Beth Cassie.

“I want to make sure that when we
make this purchase, and it’s a huge one,
that we’re getting the best value out of
it,” said Ms. Rhodes.

Board Vice President Anne Riegel
suggested that teachers be held ac-
countable for properly taking advan-
tage of the investment the taxpayers
would be making in the computers.

Board President Arlene Gardner con-
curred, bringing up the idea of asking
WHS teachers to create their own
webpages in order to strengthen the
lines of communication between teach-
ers, parents, and students.

Following the end of the technology
presentation, Mr. Berman showed the
board an update of the preliminary
budget. By his calculations, the pre-
liminary budget calls for an increase of
6 percent over last year’s budget, not 7
percent, as originally projected. Board
members expressed their satisfaction
with the results they’ve seen to this
point in the process.

“Money is being spent where it needs

to be spent,” said board member Rich-
ard Solomon.

The next public discussion of the
budget will take place on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 24, when the board will discuss
Athletics, Fine Arts and co-curricular
activities, as well as addressing the
budget as a whole.

The board aims to approve a com-
prehensive preliminary budget by Tues-
day, March 2. The board will hold a
public hearing on the budget on Mon-
day, March 29 at the administration
building on Elm Street.

The annual school election will take
place on Tuesday, April 20. Commu-
nity members will vote whether to ap-
prove the 2004-2005 budget and to
elect three people to the 2004-2005
school board. Westfield residents wish-
ing to run for a seat on the board must
obtain a petition from Mr. Berman’s
office. The petition must be signed and
delivered to the same office by April 1.

Following budget discussions, Ms.
Gardner raised the possibility of creat-
ing standing board committees to ad-
dress technology and special educa-
tion issues. The board declined, citing
its reluctance to engage in
micromanagement.

The board also declined to amend its
by-laws to include a stipulation that
prohibits a board member who is run-
ning for re-election from delivering the
annual budget message on Channel 36.
The board instead agreed to make it a
general practice as opposed to amend-
ing the by-laws.

WF Community Band
Seeks Area Musicians

WESTFIELD — The
Westfield Community Band,
under the direction of Elias
Zareva, is preparing for their 2004
summer season of concerts in
Mindowaskin Park.

Present positions open within
the band include: tuba, trumpet,
and keyboard/percussion. Other
musicians are always invited to
inquire about alternate positions
and future openings.

For membership information,
please call (908) 647-3514.

The band will be performing
in their 92nd season of Thursday
evening, Summer Concerts in
Mindowaskin Park on June 17
and 24, July 1, 8 and 15.

The Westfield Community
Band is sponsored by the Westfield
Recreation Department, Bruce
Kaufmann, Director.

‘Manet and the Sea’ Trip
Will Set Sail on March 30
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains and Fanwood Arts
Association’s spring bus trip to the
Philadelphia Museum of Art (PMA)
will be held on Tuesday, March 30.

Visitors will see the “Manet and
the Sea” exhibition, which explores
the marine paintings of Edouard
Manet and his contemporaries, in-
cluding such Impressionists as
Claude Monet, Auguste Renoir, and
Berthe Morisot, who were deeply
influenced by Manet’s views of the
sea.

“Manet and the Sea” brings art
with sea-related themes by a variety
of artists with differing ambitions,
and it features approximately 100

objects from public and private col-
lections in the United States and
abroad.

Attendees will board a bus at 8:30
a.m. in the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building parking lot and will return
at 5 p.m. The cost of the trip is $42,
which includes the bus, admission to
the PMA, exhibit ticket and audio
tour cassette.

Payment must be received by Sun-
day, February 29, according to the
PMA.

For reservations and further infor-
mation, please call Anne Gibbons at
(908) 232-2631.

Zachary Flanzman Wins
Terrill’s Geographic Bee

SCOTCH PLAINS – Terrill
Middle School sixth grader
Zachary Flanzman won the school-
level competition of the National
Geographic Bee on December 17.
Second place was awarded to Tori
Delassandro and third place went
to Matt Alfano.

His achievement brings him one
step closer to winning a $25,000

college scholarship, as he will now
compete in the next level to select
a New Jersey finalist through a
written entry.

During the school-level contest,
Zachary answered oral questions
on geography. The teachers in-
volved in preparation for the bee
include Patrick Boyle and Faith
Gordon.
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Bowling Leagues: Children
Leagues are held Mondays at 4
p.m. for ages five to 12 and
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. or 12:30
p.m. for the Bumper Program
available to Kindergarten, Pre-
Kindergarten. A New Teen Bowl-
ing Club is available for ages 13
to 15 years on Wednesdays at 4
p.m. Winter leagues are currently
in session. A spring league will
begin in April. Held at Linden
Lanes.  Fee: $6/week.

Karate: Students will develop
coordination, flexibility, bal-
ance, and self-confidence. Held
on eight consecutive Thursdays,
5:30-6:30 p.m. Starting Febru-
ary 5. For ages  five to nine. Fee:
$35.

Yoga: Come experience HATA
Yoga, a unique mix of stretching
to release tension, eliminate
stress, and increase tone. Held
Tuesdays, February 3 to March
23, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Fee:
$52.  Community Room. Bring
your own mat.  Additional days/
times will be offered.

Teen Center: The Teen Center
will be open on select Friday
evenings during the school year
from 7 to 11 p.m. for all high
school students.  The teen center
is a safe and enjoyable alterna-
tive and we hope all high school
students come check it out! Lo-
cated in the municipal building.

The “Night Place”: This popu-
lar program is offered to all resi-
dent intermediate school youths.
Held at Edison Intermediate
School from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Activities include a Disc Jockey,
food, games, movies and danc-
ing. The cost is $2 in advance
and $3 at the door.  The dates left
for the coming school year are as
follows: 2/20, 3/19, & 5/7.

Bill Cosby at NJPAC: Witness
comic genius, Bill Cosby and his
insight on family dynamics and
relationships! Held on Saturday,
March 6, at 4 p.m.  Bus departs
12:30 p.m. Cost: $50.

Sesame Street Live: Come see
Elmo, the Count, Cookie Mon-
ster, Big Bird, Bert & Ernie and
their friends on stage Monday,
April 12. Bus departs at 9:30
a.m. Cost: $20.

Winter Consignment Ski Lift
Tickets: Think Snow! Discount
lift tickets are available for Cam-
elback, Shawnee Mountain, Jack
Frost/Big Boulder, Mountain
Creek, & Montage Mountain.

Please register for the above
programs in person at: The
Westfield Recreation Depart-
ment,  425 East  Broad St .
Westfield.  Office: 908-789-
4080. Visi t  us online at :
westfieldnj.net/townhall/recre-
ation and at westfieldtoday.com/
ParksRecreation.

Table 7 
Trip Generation Summary 

 
Existing Parking 

AM Peak Hour 
(trips per hour) 

PM Peak Hour 
(trips per hour) Parking Lot Location Parking Space 

Supply 
Total Parking 
Space Supply Enter Exit Enter Exit 

Prospect Street Lot 60-2 hour spaces 
62-8 hour spaces 26 16 16 44 

Elm Street Lot 85 permit spaces 
207 spaces 

28 13 42 31 
South Ave East Drive 
South Ave West Drive 
Westfield RR Station 

22-2 hour spaces 
58-12 hour spaces 
460 permit spaces 

540 spaces 
42 
40 
54 

25 
25 
33 

21 
16 
38 

53 
20 
90 

 
Downtown Project 

AM Peak Hour 
(trips per hour) 

PM Peak Hour 
(trips per hour) Development 

Component 
ITE Land Use 

Code 
Development 

Size Enter Exit Enter Exit 
Apartments 220 17 units 1 8 7 3 
Town homes 230 8units 0 2 2 1 
Retail 814 3,000 sf 0 0 3 5 
Total Parking Spaces  485 spaces     
Local Adj. Factor (75%) 220 17 units 1 6 5 2 
Local Adj. Factor (75%) 230 8 units 0 2 2 1 
Local Adj. Factor (50%) 814 3,000 sf 0 0 2 2 

TRIP TOTALS    1 8 9 5 
 

South Avenue Project 
AM Peak Hour 
(trips per hour) 

PM Peak Hour 
(trips per hour) Development 

Component 
ITE Land Use 

Code 
Development 

Size Enter Exit Enter Exit 
Residential Units 220 75 units 6 32 31 15 
Retail 814 19,000 sf 0 0 21 28 
Total Parking Spaces  1,105 spaces     
Local Adj. Factor (75%) 220 75 units 4 24 23 11 
Local Adj. Factor (50%) 814 19,000 sf 0 0 10 14 

TRIP TOTALS    4 24 33 25 
 
 
As indicated, the Prospect-Elm site will contain 485 parking spaces.  The South Avenue site 
will contain 1,105 parking spaces.  A portion of these spaces will be made available for the 
proposed residential and retail portions of the project.  Table 8 contains the minimum 
number of off-street parking spaces, by land use, required by the Westfield Township Code - 
Land Development Ordinance.  The number of available parking spaces is summarized for 
each site.  It is assumed that the required off-street parking spaces by land use will be 
reserved and the total number of existing parking spaces will be utilized upon completion of 
the two parking garages.  The remaining parking spaces will be available to people currently 
on the parking permit waiting list. 

LEARNING A NEW SKILL…The Arc of Union County provides training for
200 adults who are developmentally disabled. Pictured here is the program in
action, with quilting being learned by one of the young women who has been
attending The Arc’s recreation programs since 1995, when she was a teenager.
For more information on The Arc of Union County see the article on Page 4.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JOVIAL GOP DUO...Asm. Eric Munoz (R-21), right, exchanges salutations
with former Congressman Bob Franks at the annual Union County GOP
Lincoln Day celebration at the Westwood in Garwood on Thursday evening,
February 12.

Dangerous roads. Slippery sidewalks.
No milk in the fridge.

Soon you’ll be wishing Mom lived with us
At Sunrise Senior Living, residents never need
to contend with Mother Nature. They have
our professional, caring staff with them—
along with friends, great dining, activities,
even a full service beauty/barber shop on-site.

Before the next storm hits, find out what a
Sunrise community has to offer—a variety of
living arrangements, personalized assistance
and care, amenities and services, delicious
meals, stimulating activities, and scheduled
group outings. Our resident-centered approach

to senior living puts residents first, giving
them options to meet their individual needs
and wishes.

Visit or call a Sunrise Senior Living community
to see what we do to make our communities
into places seniors  can call home.

Ask about our short-term stays

Mountainside Brighton Gardens of Mountainside 908-654-4460 1350 Route 22 West AL, ALZ
Westfield Sunrise of Westfield 908-317-3030 240 Springfield Avenue AL, ALZ

AL=Assisted Living   ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Traffic Study Completed
For Parking Deck Projects

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“When considering the findings of
this analysis, it is important to under-
stand that construction of the pro-
posed parking facilities is not ex-
pected to generate a substantial vol-
ume of new traffic on the local road-
way system,” the traffic study for the
parking deck/redevelopment projects
prepared by Edwards and Kelcey
states.

The three hundred page report was
paid for by the town and HKT Nassau
— the developer of the two proposed
parking decks, retail space and apart-
ments. It was released to the Westfield
Town Council on February 2. The
report focused on the collection of
data of automobile movements
throughout intersections in the areas
expected to be impacted should park-
ing decks be built at the southside
train station parking lot and at the lot
between Prospect and Elm Streets.
These construction projects are re-
ferred to as “the build.”

The report also recognized the
impending reconstruction of the traf-
fic circle at the intersection of South
Avenue and Broad Street to be imple-
mented by the State of New Jersey
sometime this year.

Traffic counts were taken at vari-
ous intersections surrounding the pro-
posed developments on South Av-
enue and Prospect and Elm Streets,
as well as streets in outlying areas.

All signalized intersections were
given an overall composite grade
referred to as Level of Service (LOS)
– ranging from A to F. Specific move-
ments at un-signalized intersections,
such as left or right turns, were given
grades; but a composite grade was
not given.

According to the report, “LOS is
defined in terms of total delay.”

At a signalized intersection, LOS
A is when a car is delayed 10 seconds
or less when crossing an intersection
and LOS F is an intersection with a
delay of 80 seconds or more.

At an un-signalized intersection,
LOS A is a delay of 10 seconds or less
and LOS F is a delay of greater than
50 seconds.

Also included in the report are the
proposed changes to the area of the
South Avenue traffic circle. Edwards
and Kelcey previously studied the
area for the state. This project is set
to begin construction this spring and

for the purposes of the traffic study is
assumed to be complete by 2006.

It is stated in the study that traffic
will grow at a rate of 0.5 percent per
year, given current conditions. Then,
traffic volume was computed for the
year 2006. Afterwards, traffic asso-
ciated with the proposed develop-
ments was added to the year total and
the intersections were re-graded.

The intersection of North and Cen-
tral Avenues is an E during the evening
peak hours, and is anticipated to
downgrade to F by 2006 — regard-
less of the project.

The intersection of North Avenue
and East Broad Street is currently a
C, but is expected to downgrade to D
during the evening peak after con-
struction of the parking decks.

The intersection of South and Cen-
tral Avenues is currently a D, but is
expected to downgrade to E upon
completion of the construction.

However, the traffic report states
that “It should also be noted that a
portion of the new trips to the com-
muter lot will be drawn from com-
muters parking in other nearby loca-
tions and do not represent new trips
to the area…For the purposes of this
analysis, it was estimated that 50
percent of the new traffic traveling to
the commuter lot during the peak
hours will be relocated from existing
parking in Westfield.”

It was also estimated in the report
“that between 15 percent and 25
percent of the new trips will be
drawn from commuters who are
currently being dropped off.”

According to the report, the east
end exit from the garage would have
an LOS of F during the evening
peak, and thus left turns should be
prohibited.

In regards to the proposed deck at
Prospect and Elm, the report says
that “additional employee parking
will not create new jobs, we project
that the majority (75 percent) of
employees parking in the Prospect-
Elm garage will be relocated from
other parking areas (including a siz-
able number – according to the
Westfield Police Department – of
downtown employees who presently
engage in all-day “meter feeding”
in short-term spaces). The remain-
ing 25 percent will be new trips by
employees who currently use other
means of transportation due to the
lack of available parking.”

Several movements at un-signal-
ized intersections in town were
graded as D or lower, both before and
after the projected build. The north-
bound movement at Prospect Street
and West Dudley Avenue is an E
during the morning peak and a D
during the evening peak previous to
the build. After the build, the north-
bound movement is graded as an F in
the morning and E in the evening.

All movements at Prospect and
East Broad Streets, with the excep-
tion of the east bound left turn, are
graded as F during the morning peak
previous to the build.

Additionally, traffic calming mea-
sures were recommended for Bou-
levard, including additional speed
enforcement and “bulb outs.”

The report also states that traffic
observed coming onto Central Av-
enue from Clover Street was not
cut-through traffic from South Av-
enue, but rather from outer laying
local streets.

Several recommendations are
made regarding the timing of lights
at Central, North and South Av-
enues. Also, it was recommended
that a “left turn only” lane on South
Avenue (heading eastbound at Cen-
tral Avenue) be constructed.

The full study can be found at
www.westfieldredevelopmentproject.com.

A peer review study of the report
paid for by the Town of Westfield
will be done by Keller and
Kirkpatrick within the next couple
of weeks.

gear box and two photo sensors.
It’s all yours to make and keep.
Learn about gears, sensors, elec-
tronic components, circuit boards
and more.  Design and program
your own robot.    Please bring a
lunch.

Held at Towne House in Green
Forest Park on Monday and Tues-
day April 5 and 6 from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.  Registration is March 10-
March 26.  The fee is $110 per
person.

Overnight Trips:
Essex, Ct.-June 25 and 26.

$275.00 per person based on
double occupancy, $315.00 based
on single.  $100 deposit due upon
reservation.

New England Cruise-Sept. 12-
19. Inside Cabin-$1,025,  Outside
Cabin-$1,250

Outside Cabin, Unobstructed
view-$1,450

Outside Cabin w/private bal-
cony-$1,650.  $250 deposit due
upon reservation.

Sugar Creek, Ohio – October
24-27. $525 double occupancy,
$735 single, and $465 triple.  $100
deposit due upon reservation.

Girls Softball Registration:  3rd-
8th grades: Fee is $45 until Febru-
ary 18.  Leagues will be divided
based on registration numbers.
Season begins mid-April and runs
through June.  Games will be
played on Township ballfields.

Scotch Plains Recreation EventsScotch Plains Recreation EventsScotch Plains Recreation EventsScotch Plains Recreation EventsScotch Plains Recreation Events
Manners Matter Workshop

(Ages 7-12): This two-hour train-
ing seminar is conducted by a
professional speaker and trainer
who’s mission is to deliver char-
acter education and build posi-
tive self esteem.  This fun and
interactive class will teach par-
ticipants the do’s and don’ts of
speaking with confidence, con-
versational skills, telephone eti-
quette, proper greetings, first im-
pressions, party manners and
much more.  Held on Tuesday,
February 24, at Scotch hills Coun-
try Club from 6 to 8 p.m.

Conquer the Chaos:  Will be
held on Thursday, February 26 at
the Scotch Hills Country Club from
7 to 8:30 p.m.

Science Workshops (6-week
program): The program will cover
different topics each week with
take home experiments.  Registra-
tion is going well for this pro-
gram.  Will be held at Scotch Hills
Country Club on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 18, 25, March 3, 10, 17, 24
from 3:34 to 4:45 p.m.  Fee is $70
per person.

Spelling Bee: Saturday, March
6. Spelling competition for chil-
dren in 3rd, 4th and 5th grades.
Program will consist of an elimi-
nation contest for each grade
level.  Prizes will be awarded to
winners and runners-up in each
grade.  The 3rd grade competi-
tion will begin at 9 a.m. followed
by the 4th grade at approx. 10:15
a.m. then the 5th grade at approx.
11 a.m.  The program will take
place at the Park Middle School
auditorium.  Sponsored by the
Junior Women’s Club.

The Smartest Weasel in the
World Science Workshop (1st-5th
grade): Weasel Robots-  The wea-
sel has two motors, a three-speed

Westfield Westfield Westfield Westfield Westfield Recreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation Events
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For nearly 50 years, K. Hovnanian® has been delivering 
superior quality and value and as a result, more homes
than any other builder in the Northeast. Tens of thousands
of families have chosen K. Hovnanian® for very important
reasons: More home for your money. More quality and 
amenities. More fine craftsmanship. It’s more than how great K. Hovnanian® homes look, it’s how they make you
feel. People just feel more confident and more comfortable with K. Hovnanian.® In short, more at home. Is it any
wonder that K. Hovnanian® is known as the first name in lasting value?
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UNION COUNTY, NJ Scotch Plains

THE RESERVE
NOW OPEN!

PRE-CONSTRUCTION PRICING!

Money Isn’t All You’re Saving

All prices are base prices and subject to availability. Priced by location. Prices subject to change without notice. We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U. S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout 
the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin.

Find your new home at

CALL ONE OF OUR SALES CENTERS OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR DIRECTIONS TO ALL OF OUR COMMUNITIES. OPEN 10 TO 6 DAILY. 
MORTGAGE FINANCING PROVIDED BY K. HOVNANIAN® MORTGAGE, INC. K. HOVNANIAN® IS A BUILDER OF FINE HOMES IN NEW JERSEY, PENNSYLVANIA, TEXAS, 

NEW YORK, WASHINGTON D.C., MARYLAND, VIRGINIA, SOUTH CAROLINA, NORTH CAROLINA, OHIO, WEST VIRGINIA, ARIZONA FLORIDA & CALIFORNIA

DO YOU OWN LAND? Talk to K. Hovnanian about development possibilities. Call (888) KHOV-HOME

khov.com®
Find your new home at

khov.com®
Find your new home at

The Reserve is an intimate community of 100 townhomes presented by 
K. Hovnanian® at Scotch Plains, Inc., ranging in size from approximately 
1,800 to over 2,000 square feet. These wonderfully crafted homes feature 
2 - 3 bedrooms, 21⁄2 bathrooms and a one-car garage. Located in desirable 
Scotch Plains, The Reserve is nestled between Watchung and Westfield. 
The Watchung Reservation, with its woods, lakes, streams, meadows and trails, 
are just steps from your back door. The Reserve offers residents easy access to
major highways and mass transit and convenient commuting to New York City.
Historical sites, golf courses and other recreational facilities are all within 2 miles.
Scotch Plains features an excellent school system as well as quality shopping, 
dining and entertainment. 

Magnificent townhomes in beautiful 
Scotch Plains from the upper $300’s.  

(908) 490-1421.

Artist’s rendering.

FANWOOD RECREATION…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, right, swore in
the new Chairwoman of the Fanwood Recreation Commission Linda Caminiti,
left, and two new members, George Mahr, second from left, and Jennifer
Cooney. The Recreation Commission is already working hard on another
successful year of events for Fanwood residents.

County and United Way
Roll Out 2-1-1 Helpline

Governor to Attend
New Jersey National
Guard Deployment

TRENTON – On Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 17 Governor James
McGreevey will be at Fort Dix to
announce the new financial pro-
gram to aid Guards and Reservists
as the 180 soldiers from The 3rd
Battalion 112th Field Artillery and
the 5th Squadron 117th Cavalry
New Jersey National Guard Units
bid farewell to their family mem-
bers before leaving Fort Dix for
operations in support of Iraqi Free-
dom.

3rd Battalion 112th field Artil-
lery (3-112th FA) battery Headquar-
ters are located in Lawrenceville,
Morristown, Toms River,  and
Cherry Hill. The Members of the
5th Squadron 117th Cavalry head-
quarters are located in Vineland.

AREA – Beginning February 11,
Union County residents will be able
to access important community ser-
vices simply by calling 2-1-1.

This easy-to-remember 24-hour
helpline will link callers with infor-
mation specialists who will connect
the individual to the local services
they need. Calls to 2-1-1 will be free
and confidential and will be handled
in both English and Spanish.

The 2-1-1 community resource
specialists will provide comprehen-
sive information to callers about a
variety of issues, including: basic
human needs resources: food banks,
clothing closets, shelters, rental as-
sistance, utility assistance.

Physical and Mental Health Re-
sources: health insurance programs,
Medicaid and Medicare, maternal

health, Children’s Health Insurance
Program, medical information lines,
crisis intervention services, support
groups, counseling, drug and alco-
hol intervention and rehabilitation.

Employment Supports: financial
assistance, job training, transporta-
tion assistance, education programs.

Support for Older Americans and
Persons with Disabilities: adult day
care, congregate meals, Meals on
Wheels, respite care, home health
care, transportation, homemaker ser-
vices.

Support for Children, Youth and
Families: childcare, after school pro-
grams, family resource centers, sum-
mer camps and recreation programs,
mentoring, tutoring, protective ser-
vices.

“Every hour of every day, some-
one in our community needs essen-
tial services - from finding substance
abuse assistance to securing adequate
care for a child or an aging parent,”
said Elisse Glennon, Chief Execu-
tive Officer of United Way of Greater
Union County. “Faced with a dra-
matic increase in the number of agen-
cies and help lines, people often
don’t know where to turn. In many
cases, people end up going without
these necessary and readily avail-
able services because they do not
know where to start. 2-1-1 will be a
vital resource for thousands of local
people in need of assistance with
health and human services.”

“2-1-1 will strengthen our com-
munity by putting local people in a
better position to access health and
human service programs,” said Free-
holder Chairman Angel Estrada. “It
will also help us anticipate demand
for services and mobilize resources
to meet changing needs.”

The 2-1-1 service is now available
in 22 states serving 65 million people,
approximately 23 percent of the U.S.
population. The Calling for 2-1-1
Act of 2003 was introduced in Con-
gress on September 17, 2003, with
the bipartisan support of Senators
Elizabeth Dole and Hillary Clinton
to bring this program nationwide.

SP Student Spear Heads
“Hats Off To Chemo”
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

While some may think that high
school students spend all of their free
time talking on the phone, chatting
on the Internet or lounging in front of
the television, those stereotypes
aren’t true in the case of a Scotch
Plains high school student and a group
of her friends who are striving to help
make the traumatic process of che-
motherapy and hair loss a little less
terrible for cancer patients undergo-
ing treatments.

Nicole DiNizo, a junior at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, is or-
ganizing a hat collection next week
and hopes to deliver several hundred
hats to cancer patients at nearby hos-
pitals. Her campaign is called “Hats
Off To Chemo” and involves placing
collection boxes at the high school
and at the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building.

Miss DiNizo told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that several
years ago, her older brother and sis-
ter spearheaded a similar effort after
reading an article in a magazine about
an Alabama girl who had done the
same thing.

That one-time effort by her sib-
lings resulted in 250-300 hats being
collected at the high school, and
Nicole decided to revive the effort
this year and expanded the collec-
tion effort as well. She hopes the
additional boxes at the Municipal
Building will result in “a tremen-
dous response” and top the previous
level of collected hats.

She spoke last month at a Town-
ship Council meeting about her ef-
forts and was lauded by members of
the council.

The hat drive will last from Satur-
day, February 21 through Saturday,
February 28.

Nicole said any type of hat can be
donated, for an adult or a child, as

long as it is new and has a tag at-
tached. She did say, though, that
baseball hats can sometime be sensi-
tive to a patient’s skin. She plans on
delivering the hats next month to St.
Barnabas Hospital in Livingston and
Robert Wood Johnson Hospital in
New Brunswick.

Miss DiNizo has put together a
committee of about 14 fellow high
school students to help with the ef-
fort. She says she is doing this “just
to see smiles on people’s faces when
we deliver the hats” and that it’s a
way “to feel good about yourself.”

Fanwood Community
Policing Alliance to
Hold First Meeting

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Po-
lice Department will be hosting the
inaugural Community Policing Al-
liance meeting on Friday, February
27 at 7:30 p.m. in the Borough
Council Chambers.

All residents and business people
are invited to attend. The first meet-
ing will set goals and objectives of
the organization.

For more information, call
Fanwood Police Sergeant Tom Jedic,
(908) 322-5000 ext 151, or email
sgtjedic@fanwoodpolice.com.

Asm. Bramnick Gains Support
For School Endowment Bill

TRENTON – Assemblyman Neil
M. Cohen (D-20) has agreed to co-
sponsor Assembly Bill 616, lend-
ing bi-partisan support to Assem-
blyman Jon Bramnick’s property
tax reduction legislation.

“I am pleased that Assembly-
man Cohen has chosen to support
this crucial legislation,” said As-

semblyman Bramnick. “His sup-
port is an important step in the
fight to address rising property
taxes in our communities.”

Assembly Bill 616 would en-
able boards of education to estab-
lish public school endowment
funds for the sole purpose of re-
ducing the burden of property
taxes. By creating such an endow-
ment, a school board would be
authorized to accept bequests,
legacies, and gifts for deposit into
a trust fund. The net proceeds
would be used to reduce or offset
the amount of the school portion
of local property taxes collected
in a municipality. This legislation
would not limit a school district’s
ability to secure state aid.

“Quality in education need not
be sacrificed for lower property
taxes,” said Assemblyman
Bramnick. “The property tax pay-
ers should not suffer an undue bur-
den to fund exemplary school dis-
tricts. This bi-partisan legislation
creates a mutually beneficial so-
lution for school districts and prop-
erty tax payers alike.”

David B.  Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORK IN PROGRESS...Construction continues at the new Union County
Police Headquarters on North Avenue in Westfield.

Corzine To Deliver Address
At Black Achievers Banquet
MOUNTAINSIDE — On Friday,

February 20, New Jersey Senator
Jon Corzine will deliver the key-
note address at the Black Achiev-
ers Banquet sponsored by the
Westfield Y. The banquet will be
held at L’Affaire, Route 22 in
Mountainside from 6:30 to 9:30
p.m.

The concept of the Black Achiev-
ers Program began at the Harlem
YMCA in 1968. The program was
founded to help Black youth de-
velop life-coping skills and edu-
cational goals by becoming ac-
tively involved with Black adult
role models and mentors.

The Westfield “Y” Black
Achievers Program has been in
existence for six years, and its
focus remains the same as it did
since the program’s inception in
Harlem. The program aims to raise
high academic standards of young
people, expose students to diverse
career options and inspire them to
reach their goal.

Senator Corzine is a former

member of the board of the Sum-
mit YMCA.

McGreevy Pledges
To Eliminate Potholes
TRENTON – Governor James

McGreevey Announced Tuesday his
and the state Department of
Transportation’s $15 million plan to
eliminate potholes this year.

At the announcement the New Jer-
sey Department of Transportation
will show off one of its six “pothole
Killer” trucks, at the parking lot of
Giovi’s Restaurant located in
Hamilton Township in Mercer
County.

The state is currently fixing as
many as 3,700 potholes a day, and
will have fixed a quarter of a million
by the spring. The public is asked to
help by reporting potholes to the
state’s pothole Hotline: 1-800-POT-
HOLE, or www.njcommuter.com.
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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Spreaghery – Cattle stealing
2. Matanza – A slaughterhouse
3. Sulcate – Furrowed or grooved
4. Bodega – A wine cellar or place

where wine is sold or kept

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

ATRABILIOUS
1. A hypochondriac
2. Balanced; stable
3. Cranky; irritable
4. Mentally ill; insane

SUPAWN
1. Twining about; twisting
2. Boiled corn meal; mush
3. Wet mud
4. Salty; saline

SCORSE
1. To belittle or humble
2. Wild strawberries
3. To spread, as a disease
4. To trade or barter

VRILLE
1. Shiny; glossy; beaming with light
2. In aviation, a spinning nose dive
3. Scarred; grooved
4. Very bright green shade

Times Reader Wants
SP Recent Home Sales

Reported Like WF
For some time, The Scotch Plains -

Fanwood Times has been running a list
of recent home sales. There’s one prob-
lem: the only listings are in Westfield.
When The Scotch Plains - Fanwood
Times was independent of The Westfield
Leader, there were Fanwood and Scotch
Plains lists of recent sales. Although it is
pleasant to read of Westfield transac-
tions and I do wish Westfielder’s the
best of luck in selling their homes, I have
much more interest in my own town’s
transactions.

Could someone make the effort to dig
this out?

Theodore Bassman, Jr.
Scotch Plains

Reader Says Robert Ratner Needs
Anger Management Assistance

We Think Our Children Should
Recognize These Presidential Portraits
What we call the Presidents’ Day holiday is really

not that.  It’s actually the holiday celebrating George
Washington’s birth in 1732 according to the United
States Office of Personnel Management. Granted
too, there’s some argument about
what calendar was in use during
that time. Although it’s popularly
thought that Presidents’ Day is the
combination of Washington’s and
Lincoln’s birthday, Lincoln’s birth-
day on February 12, 1809 never
became a federal holiday; but it did
become a legal holiday in several
states, such as New Jersey.

In 1968, legislation moved sev-
eral federal holidays. Washington’s
Birthday holiday of February 22
was moved to the third Monday in
February each year. Since taking
effect in 1971, it was intended to
simplify the calendar and give gov-
ernment workers three-day week-
ends.

The fact that there are three-day
weekends now seems the impor-
tant feature of most holidays today
— such as Presidents’ Day, Memo-
rial Day and Labor Day. It’s hard to
remember the real reasons for the
holidays. The reasons seem to be
passed over in the news and ne-
glected in the classrooms. Are there
more pressing, “politically-correct”
issues to espouse on the air and to
teach in the schools? Is shopping,
vacationing and appealing to the
lowest common denominator now
more in vogue?

One could question the signifi-
cance of a general who hardly won
a battle, except for his last one – or a statesman who
hardly won an election, except for his last one.

George Washington was the great general with few
victories. He’s called the “Father of Our Country”
and most of us know that he was the first President

of the United States.
Abraham Lincoln was the great statesman that

hardly won an election. Considered one of the
greatest, he was the sixteenth President of the United

States and was assassinated in of-
fice at the start of his second term in
1865.

Which of the two above said
“Associate yourself with men of
good quality if you esteem your
own reputation; for ’tis better to be
alone than in bad company.” or
“Government is not reason. Gov-
ernment is not eloquence. It is force.
And, like fire, it is a dangerous
servant and a fearful master.”

These are quotes of George Wash-
ington.

And then you would know that
Abraham Lincoln said at
Gettysburg: “that we here highly
resolve that these dead shall not
have died in vain — that this na-
tion, under God, shall have a new
birth of freedom — and that gov-
ernment of the people, by the
people, for the people, shall not
perish from the earth.”

His quote inscribed on one wall
of the Lincoln Memorial in Wash-
ington, D.C. is, “With malice to-
ward none; with charity for all;
with firmness in the right, as God
gives us to see the right, let us strive
on to finish the work we are in; to
bind up the nation’s wounds....”

We think it is important for our
children to know of these great men
of perilous times, of their character
and sacrifice, of their contribution

to country and mankind.
We hope society, the media and the schools reverse

their trend of overlooking them. If not, will our good
fortune overlook us? Try an experiment, ask your
children to identify them.

UNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELD

Submitted by Lorre Korecky
Board Trustee

This is the second in a series of
articles that will feature the 22 com-
munity service agencies that are part
of the United Fund of Westfield. The
22 agencies reflect the needs of
today’s society. Those who seek help
are provided with people-oriented
services that are partially funded
through contributions to the United
Fund of Westfield.

* * * * * * *
In existence since 1949, The Arc

of Union County provides services
to individuals of all ages with devel-
opmental disabilities and their fami-
lies, including early intervention,
day care and educational programs
for more than 200 children; voca-
tional training and employment ser-
vices for 200 adults; residential and
support services for more than 100
adults; health and behavioral sup-
ports and rehabilitation therapies
for program participants; special
needs programming for 75 adults
with significant physical and medi-
cal or behavioral challenges; recre-
ation; respite; family supports; sum-
mer camp programs; information;
referral and advocacy.

The non-profit organization’s mis-
sion is to empower and support people
with developmental disabilities so
that they may realize a full, produc-
tive and enhanced life.

“Cathy” is a 90-year-old widow
with an adult daughter, “Annie,” who
was diagnosed with mental retarda-
tion at birth. Like many parents,
Cathy worried about what would
happen to her daughter when she was
no longer able to care for her.

Annie lived at home with her fam-
ily until it was no longer possible for
them to care for her needs. In 1995,
Annie moved into one of the Arc of

The Needs of Today’s Society:
The Arc of Union County

Union County’s group homes as one
of five residents who share an acces-
sible, safe and comfortable home
and receive support and supervision
to assist their safety and well-being.

For many years, Annie participated
in an Arc vocational day program,
developing work skills, earning an
income, paying taxes and contribut-
ing to her community. With the onset
of serious medical concerns, Annie
was unable to work, but can still
enjoy productive activity.

She is assisted with her medica-
tions and preparation of her special-
ized diet. Annie’s vocabulary is lim-
ited, but she engages in conversa-
tions and expresses herself by using
visual signs and gestures. She enjoys
listening to music, playing with dolls
and going to birthday parties. She
loves company, and is a gracious
hostess when visitors arrive at her
shared home.

In response to requests from par-
ents like Cathy, The Arc created a
sister corporation, Lifetime Support,
Inc., in 1998 to provide guardianship
services for individuals like Annie
with developmental disabilities.
Cathy calls this a “dream come true.”
Lifetime now serves as Annie’s legal
guardian, and partners with The Arc
to assure a dignified quality of life
for Annie and for all people with
developmental disabilities.

The Arc is one of 22 agencies
supported by the United Fund of
Westfield. For more information
about how to support these local
service organizations, please con-
tact Linda Maggio, Executive Direc-
tor of the United Fund of Westfield,
at (908) 233-2113. For information
about the services provided by The
Arc, please call (908) 754-6817.

Westfielder Questions Safety of
SUVs After Daughter Was Almost Hit
I have always hated the SUVs but

never realized how dangerous they can
be until some weeks ago, when a mom
from my daughter’s school told me “I
almost killed your child.”

On a sunny Sunday, my six-year-old
daughter fell off her scooter a couple of
steps behind the rest of us, on the side-
walk. It just happened that that piece of
the sidewalk was also the driveway of a
huge SUV on its way out. Had the driver
not looked in the mirror the very second
my daughter fell, she would have driven
over her. The lesson the driver got from
it: never back out of the driveway again.
Well, but the driveway is just one place
out of hundreds where incidents like this
can happen. The real problem is how
unsafe and bad an SUV is. For one thing,
the visibility is reduced as the driver is
seated so high. Second, being a truck, it
does not meet any of the safety standards
cars have to meet, such as the light
weight, its suspension, braking capabili-
ties and adherence to the road. All these
factors that have been carefully engi-
neered for “active safety”, which means
the capability to avoid obstacles and
regain control of the vehicle in unusual
circumstances. The rudimentary way an
SUV is built, the engine is bolted in front
of a heavy steel frame, the seats in the
middle and the body lowered over the
top only gives the impression of safety
being surrounded by so much steel, but
braking and maneuvering a 5,000 pound
monster isn’t easy and takes time. The
argument that “I bought the SUV for
safety reasons” has always disturbed
me, meaning “never mind how much
damage I do around me, I am better
protected.”

However, in case of a crash, the SUV
driver should keep in mind that had he
been in a car instead, he would have had
far better chances to avoid the accident
all together. And chances to avoid play-
ing kids when, as all kids, they some-
times get on the road, are far less in a
SUV for the above stated reasons. The
second bad aspect of the SUV is its high
fuel consumption, in average 10 gallons/
mile higher than that of a car. Replacing
all SUVs by family-size cars would be
equivalent of taking off the road about
40 million cars and the US would not
have to import oil from Saudi Arabia.
Third, pollution: the SUV’s CO2 emis-
sion, main culprit for the global warm-
ing, is in average 0.40lb/mile higher
than that of a car. The CO2 emission by
an average American is 25 tons a year,
compared to 10 tons for the average

European and less than 100kg for an
African (1 ton = 1000 kgs). This puts the
total yearly emission at 7 milliards tons
whereas the vegetations and the oceans
can only absorb 2 to 3 milliards tons a
year. With an increase in population, we
are far from stabilizing the greenhouse
effect, a non-reversible and scary phe-
nomena. The SUV is certainly only part
of it, but the little we can do can save us
some more years and some more de-
grees until, hopefully, science will come
up with an alternative. But until then we
should maximize the technique we al-
ready have. What is the point in spend-
ing so much money on fuel and safety
and emission improvements for cars if
almost half the vehicles on the road are
not submitted to such regulations? I
wonder how regulatory bodies accept
that the SUV takes such proportions of
the market. And not only they accept,
but they encourage it, if you are familiar
with the tax loophole: for professional
reasons, initially targeted at agriculture,
but a lawyer or a self employed accoun-
tant is also included, big trucks are tax
deductible whereas cars are not. There is
little hope for change “from above,” at
least as long as this administration is in
power. The changes can only come from
the consumers, who should be more
reasonable than choosing an SUV to be
seated high up or to have the feeling of
belonging to a certain social class by
driving an expensive car. These are illu-
sory values, the real values are the safety
of our kids and our environment. Maybe
one should also take a step back and
think about the way the auto industry
lured us: what they basically did was
they took a pick-up, put some make up
on it, sold it $10 to 20,000 above its
manufacturing cost, became the most
profitable production line in the world,
pushed ahead with a strong marketing
strategy with the sole goal of making
money and kept a clean conscience of
just responding to the demand. Had they
admitted back then that the SUVs are
family vehicles as much as a car is they
wouldn’t have continued to keep the
truck status and would have been re-
quired to raise safety, mileage and emis-
sion standards to those of cars, which is
quite impossible.

Do we really need a truck to run our
errands and drive our kids around? Will
there come a day when we will look at
the SUV the same way we look today at
a wildlife fur coat, so popular in the 60s?

Rodica Ursu
Westfield

Letters to
the Editor

SP-F BOE Vice President Responds
To Letters Regarding Logo Change

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education would like to clarify the facts
surrounding the move to change the SP-F
High School logo, as referred to by two
recent letters to your newspaper.

This action is being taken at the direc-
tion of the NJ State Commissioner of
Education, who has requested all school
districts that have names, mascots, sym-
bols or emblems that depict a negative
image of any race or culture to discon-
tinue their use. This is requested on the
basis that such symbols create a school
environment that is not respectful and
supportive of all children and on the
basis that discontinuing them reflects
the schools’ and community’s values.

According to the Commissioner’s let-
ter, the use of Native American names,
symbols and mascots is such a signifi-
cant issue that it is being looked at in
other states, in professional sports, at the
collegiate level, as well as in school
districts in other states. Over the last 30

years, more than 600 colleges, universi-
ties and high schools have changed or
eliminated their use of Native American
mascots. The current SP-F Raider head
was a relatively recent addition to the
school logo during the 1980’s.

All who have looked at this issue on
the local task force have agreed that
changing the logo is the right thing to do.
The school blue and white colors and the
name “Raiders” will stay the same. Once
a new logo is chosen, the old logo will be
repainted whenever and wherever pos-
sible within existing budget constraints.
As equipment and supplies are routinely
replaced, they will be ordered with the
new logo, so that additional expenses are
not incurred.

Linda Nelson, Vice President
Scotch Plains-Fanwood B.O.E.

Editor’s Note: See page 5 for the
letter by NJ State Commissioner of Edu-
cation referenced above.

Westfield Resident
Thanks Police Dept.

For Finding Daughter
I’d like to take this opportunity to

express my appreciation to the Westfield
Police Department for their handling of
a very emotional family crisis. They
exercised the highest degree of tact and
excellence in bringing this harrowing
situation to a positive conclusion.

To be concise – my daughter had not
returned home from school at her usual
time – hours went by and darkness set in
– I became desperately concerned so I
reached out for the help of the Westfield
Police. The police dispatcher took the
report including all descriptive informa-
tion pertaining to my daughter. I then
requested the services of Detective
Sandra Chambers (since she is familiar
to my daughter). However, the dispatcher
explained she was off duty, but he would
try to contact her. In the interim, the
dispatcher sent a patrol officer to my
residence to take a report. Just prior to
the patrol arrival, Detective Chambers
arrived and immediately started com-
municating with the police dispatcher
and other officers in the search. Before
the patrol officer could start his report,
the officers in the field transmitted over
the airways, they had found my daugh-
ter. My relief was inconceivable!

Detective Chambers, the officer sent
to take the report and I rendezvoused
with the other officers at headquarters
where I observed the highest degree of
warmth and compassion. Thanks guys, I
needed that.

My daughter and I were afforded the
best of services, extending above and
beyond the call of duty.

This isn’t only a letter of appreciation
to the Westfield Police Department it is
a notice to the residents of Westfield and
to all that may read it that our police are
second to none. Semper Fi!

To Chief Bernard Tracy, I applaud the
professionalism and respect that your
elite force exhibited to my daughter and
I. It is my belief that no organization is
better than the man at the top. Many
kudos to you!

I’m indebted to all the officers in-
volved. Hopefully, in the not too distant
future, they will be known to me and I
can thank them personally. In the mean
time it is my hope that Detective Cham-
bers will let Chief Tracy know who they
are.

I would be remiss in not giving acco-
lades to the Westfield Rescue Squad for
their kindness, devotion and support.
Thank you!

John Gwathney
Westfield

Letters to
the Editor

Westfield Hockey Tells
“Miracle” at Rialto

The Westfield High School Ice Hockey
Association (WHSIHA) would like to
thank the Rialto Theatre for arranging
the special showing of the “Miracle” on
Wednesday, February 11, for our asso-
ciation. It meant a lot that Jessie Sayegh,
Regina Struble and Roger Flores, from
the Rialto, would work with us to allow
us to use this exciting and inspirational
movie to raise money for the Westfield
High School varsity and junior varsity
ice hockey teams.

The fundraiser was a tremendous suc-
cess as $670 was raised. To put this into
perspective based on the different hourly
rates, this will pay for almost 3-1/2 hours
of ice time at Warinanco or just over 2
hours of ice time at Woodbridge.

The entire Westfield High School Ice
Hockey Association thanks everyone
who made this day such a memorable
success.

The varsity team will soon complete
its 10th season of play and we invite you
to see our final home games today, Feb-
ruary 19 against West Morris Central
and Thursday, February 26 against
Pequannock. Both games are at 4 p.m. at
the Woodbridge Community Center.

The WHSIHA provides a grant to the
Westfield Board of Education to subsi-
dize the ice hockey teams at Westfield
High School. For the first nine years, the
grant paid for 100 percent of the pro-
gram. This year, the Westfield Board of
Education has provided its initial sup-
port of the program, $6,000. This repre-
sents approximately 10 percent of the
cost of the teams.

Tom Madaras, Treasurer
WHSIHA

I read Robert Ratner’s letter in your
February 5 issue and without having
read the previous letters by him or by
Albert Morasso, I have to make a few
comments in answer to his outrageous
partisan dribble.

1) Get over it Robert…Bush won the
election, let it go!

2) Robert should get some anger man-
agement counseling. He and his fellow
naïve liberal Democrats got us into this
messy state of world affairs and wish to
follow failed policies to get us out.

We are at war, even though Robert
does not want to believe it, war was
declared on us by barbarians with whom
there is no negotiating. The monuments
at Westfield Circle represent a mere
fraction of our nation’s loss and I want
George W. Bush and his “henchmen”
(his term) in office to responsibly do
their best to prevent another 9/11 in
America with the real possibility of 10
or 100 times the severity of 9/11. The
“cabal” he refers to is our best chance to
protect our children, grandchildren and
way of life. I trust this administration to
do what is best for this country rather
than work solely to regain a power base

as do the opposition.
I do thank Robert Ratner for his letter

with all his misguided clichés, because it
has reminded me that a democracy re-
quires work on the part of its citizens and
the letter has pushed me to start working
for the reelection of this great president.

With regard to the “weakest, poorest,
youngest and oldest” that Robert alleges
are being sacrificed by Republicans, he
forgot to mention that Republicans
starved school children and killed se-
niors, but that was a previous campaign.

As a compassionate American, I do
want Robert to solve his anger problems
for his sake and I thank him for energiz-
ing me for the coming campaign.

God bless America and our coura-
geous President George W. Bush.

George Tomkin
Scotch Plains

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail-PO Box 250, Westfield 07091
PO Box 368, Scotch Plains 07076

For more info, see – goleader.com
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WF Chamber Announces
Upcoming Programs

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (WACC) in-
vites members and prospective mem-
bers to a Business After Hours Net-
working Event, Thursday, February
19, from 6 until 8 p.m. at the Center
for Acupuncture and Herbal Medi-
cine, P.A., 166 Mountain Avenue in
Westfield. Make new acquaintances,
exchange experiences, and enjoy the
hospitality of Ross and Ann Rosen,
proprietors of the center. For further
details about this event or to volun-
teer to host an upcoming event, please
call the Chamber at (908) 233-3021.

The Chamber welcomes John
Newkirk, American Adgroup, to the
Chamber Business Workshop Series.
Mr. Newkirk will address, “Building
A Brand,” Wednesday, February 25,
from 6 until 8 p.m. at Legg Mason,
140 Central Avenue in Westfield.
Mr. Newkirk has almost 30 years
experience in advertising, graphic
design, and printing. Throughout his
career, he has successfully introduced
hundreds of new companies, prod-
ucts, and services to the marketplace
for small and mid-sized businesses

such as TeleSolutions (Union) and
Handex Corporation (Morganville),
as well as large companies such as
Bristol Meyers, PSE&G, Lockheed,
and Worthington Corporation. De-
velop valuable insight into branding
– beyond logos – and discover how
building a brand strengthens your
marketing position. Admission to the
workshop is $20 for Chamber mem-
bers, $30 for non-members. To par-
ticipate in this workshop, please call
the Chamber at (908) 233-3021.

The U.S. Small Business Admin-
istration is offering a free women’s
business seminar entitled the
Women’s History Month, Business
Finance Seminar, Wednesday,
March 3, from 6 to 8 p.m. at the
Downtown Westfield Corporation,
105 Elm Street Westfield. SBA’s
Women in Business Representative
Karen D’Antico will explain how
SBA loan and training programs
can help area women business own-
ers start or expand their small busi-
ness. All are welcome. To confirm
your attendance contact the DWC at
(908) 789-9444.

Don’t forget to ask about 
Valley’s Kids First Savings Club.SM

www.val leynat ionalbank.com   1-800-522-4100

Switching Banks.  Perfected.

© 2004 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. 

If I knew moving 
accounts could be this 

easy…I would have done 
it a long time ago. 

Valley’s Perfect Switchsm

The hassle-free way to move accounts to Valley.
Open a new checking, savings account or CD at 
Valley and we’ll make it easy to close and switch-
over your accounts. Unlike most banks, Valley’s 

team does all the work for you…and we monitor 
the entire process. Visit any of our offi ces…

or call 1-800-522-4100 to get started.

REMEMBERING WASHINGTON…Last October, Mr. Bill Sanders of
Mountainside continued his personal crusade since January, 1998 to place
portraits of George Washington back into the nation’s public schools. He presents
a portrait of the nation’s first president to Governor Robert Ehrlich of Maryland.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Don Messenger of Maryland, Mr. Sanders,
Governor Ehrlich, and the son of Mr. Sanders – James Sanders of Maryland.

Commissioner of Education Issues
School Mascot Statement

Letters to the Editor

This letter was sent to all Chief
School Administrators and Lead
Charter Schools in New Jersey in
October of last year.

* * * * * * *
All schools must provide a safe,

healthy and supportive environment
that promotes academic achievement
for all children. The use of names,
mascots, symbols or emblems in
public school settings that depict a
negative image of any race or culture
creates a school environment that is
less than safe and supportive for chil-
dren, and may send an inappropriate
message to children about what is, or
is not, respectful behavior toward
others. If children and parents in the
school community, regardless of their
racial or ethnic background, are of-
fended or made to feel diminished by
the school mascot, the name of a
sports team or extracurricular activ-
ity/club, the use of an emblem or the
naming of a building, the overall
mission of providing a positive edu-
cational experience is not being
achieved. These factors make a state-
ment about what the school and the
community values. As school lead-
ers, you may not be aware that this
practice conveys a message which
can be contrary to the one intended.

For example, the use of Native
American names, symbols and mas-
cots is such a significant issue that it
is being looked at in other states, in
professional sports, at the collegiate
level, as well as the local level in
school districts in other states. The
Society of the Indian Psychologists
of Americas has raised the concern
that use of these mascots and sym-
bols creates an “unwelcome aca-
demic environment” for Native
American students. Organizations
such as the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP) and the National Educa-
tion Association (NEA) have issued
statements or resolutions calling for
an end to the use of Native American
mascots. Over the last 30 years, more
than 600 colleges, universities and
high schools have changed or elimi-
nated their use of Native American
mascots. For example, the Los An-
geles School Board required its jun-
ior high and high schools to drop
Native American-themed names and
mascots, and 20 high schools in Wis-
consin followed suit. Collegiate in-
stitutions such as Miami University
of Ohio, St. John’s University, Siena
College and Stanford University have

changed their school logos. In the
professional sports world, objections
have also arisen, and it is clear that
recent expansion teams in profes-
sional baseball, hockey, football and
basketball have avoided the use of
Indian-themed names or mascots.

The current movement by the Na-
tive American community supports
the discontinuance and/or elimina-
tion of Native American names, em-
blems, mascots and symbols. Like
many states, New Jersey has a histori-
cally rich Native American history.
However, the use of Native American
names, symbols, emblems and mas-
cots depicting Native Americans in
New Jersey schools may be consid-
ered offensive and disrespectful.

It is important that the education
provided to our students include
learning about diversity of our com-
munities so that they will understand
and respect the differences of others
and draw strength from them in be-
coming good citizens and produc-
tive adults. As school administra-
tors, you have a significant responsi-
bility in modeling behavior that cel-
ebrates and honors the traditions and
beliefs of our fellow citizens.

As educators, we have an obliga-
tion to inform others so that they
might come to understand the pain,
however unintentionally inflicted,
these symbols cause. Therefore, I
call upon you as school leaders to
review all current practices in your
schools or districts for the use of
symbols, names, emblems or mas-
cots, and determine if they can be
interpreted as derogatory to any cul-
ture or race of people. As leaders of
your communities, I ask that you
assist in providing a clear under-
standing of this matter, increase the
level of awareness and sensitivity to
students and your local board. Fi-
nally I encourage you to discontinue
using derogatory names, symbols and
emblems negatively depicting any
culture or race as soon as practical.

New Jersey is one of the most
culturally and racially diverse states
and is a place where the differences
of others are embraced and valued.
Therefore I challenge you to raise
the consciousness of your commu-
nity regarding the use of culturally or
racially derogatory symbols, names,
emblems or mascots in public school
settings.

William Librera, Ed.D.
New Jersey State Commissioner of

Education

SP Nurse Elected Officer
Of National Nursing Assoc.

WASHINGTON, D.C.– The Asso-
ciation of Women’s Health, Obstet-
ric and Neonatal Nurses (AWHONN)
announced that Mary McTigue, Di-
rector of Nursing at
Trinitas Hospital in
Elizabeth, has been
elected Secretary/
Treasurer of the 2004
AWHONN Board of
Directors. Ms.
McTigue is a resident
of Scotch Plains.

From 1992 to 2000,
Ms. McTigue was the
associate director of
Nursing at Elizabeth
General Medical
Center. Prior to that
she was a perinatal
outreach educator at
Newark Beth Israel
Medical Center in Newark.

“I look forward to my tenure as
Secretary/Treasurer for AWHONN,”
said Ms. McTigue. “AWHONN is
not only an important voice and re-
source for nurses, it is also a voice for
the women and newborns that are the
focus of our work. I am proud to be
a part of the leadership of this orga-
nization.”

Ms. McTigue served on the

AWHONN Board of Directors for
2002-2003 and is a reviewer for the
organization’s bi-monthly magazine,
AWHONN Lifelines. She was chair

of the AWHONN New
Jersey Section from
1994 to 1999.

“Mary’s commit-
ment to AWHONN,
its  members and
their patients is al-
ready clear,” said
AWHONN Execu-
tive Director Gail
Kincaide. “She has
worked with us in
several capacities
and the organization
and i ts  members
have and will con-
t inue to benefi t
great ly from her

dedication and expertise.”
Ms. McTigue holds a Master of

Arts degree in Nursing Administra-
tion from New York University and a
Bachelor of Science in Nursing from
Kean University. She also holds an
Associate’s degree in Science from
Union County College and a Di-
ploma in Nursing from the Elizabeth
General Hospital and Dispensary
School of Nursing.

Mary McTigue

Alzheimer’s Awareness
Evening Planned in SP
SCOTCH PLAINS – All are in-

vited to attend “An Evening to Pro-
mote Awareness of Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease” Wednesday, March 3, at The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints, 1781 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains.

Following Hors d’oeuvres from 6
to 7 p.m., there will be a showing of
“The Forgetting: A Portrait of
Alzheimer’s.” This compelling PBS
documentary first aired in late Janu-
ary and is based on the acclaimed
book by David Shenk. In addition to
sharing intimate portraits of families
whose lives have been irrevocably
changed by Alzheimer’s disease the
documentary also shows the research-
ers who are racing towards better
treatments and, ultimately, a cure.

A discussion will follow with an
opportunity for questions to be an-
swered by panelists Edna Alex, li-
censed clinical social worker, Amy
Matthews, coordinator of education
and training services for the
Alzheimer’s Association, Greater
New Jersey Chapter, and Sara Th-
ompson, geriatric nurse practitioner.
The event is free and open to the
public.

If interested in attending or to re-
quest additional information please
call (201) 650-5766.

SURROGATE SPEAKING…Union County Surrogate James LaCorte spoke to
about 40 members of the Rotary Club of Westfield at the organization’s regular
meeting last week. Surrogate LaCorte frequently speaks with community
groups and civic organizations about the importance of wills and estate planning
as part of an initiative to better educate the public about these important issues
and related topics. The Surrogate’s Office can be reached at (908) 527-4280. Senator Kean’s Construction

Managers Bill Becomes Law
TRENTON – Thanks to the legis-

lative efforts of Senator Thomas
Kean, Jr., New Jersey law now re-
quires school construction managers
to go through a prequalification pro-
cess in order to work on school facili-
ties projects.

Sponsored by Senator Kean, the
measure directs the Division of Prop-
erty Management and Construction
in the Department of Treasury to
establish a process for the
prequalification of individuals who
perform construction management
services for a school facility project
constructed by a school district.

“New Jersey already requires that
all contractors, subcontractors and
construction managers who bid on a
school facilities project through the
Economic Development Authority
must be prequalified. With this new
law, we will ensure that school con-
struction projects are managed by
people who have gone through the
same prequalification process,” said
Senator Kean, R-21.

The new law, which was formally
signed into law on January 14, will

not require prequalified school con-
struction managers for projects that
do not exceed the public bid thresh-
old and those projects managed by a
full-time employee of the school dis-
trict.

“Small projects, such as paving
the school’s driveway, are typically
overseen by a school employee and
do not require the supervision of a
prequalified construction manager.
A project manager plays an integral
role in whether a project is com-
pleted on time and within budget.
Because of their responsibilities, all
school construction managers should
be screened by the Division of Prop-
erty Management and Construction
and meet the state’s prequalification
standards,” noted Senator Kean.

Councilman Foerst Highlights
Westfield Ward 4 Issues

WESTFIELD – Councilman
James Foerst highlighted the status
of two quality of life issues impor-
tant to Ward 4 residents in a newslet-
ter this week – noxious odors and
train whistle noise.

Mr. Foerst stated that Mayor Gre-
gory McDermott joined the effort in a
letter to management to get J.
Manheimer, Inc. at their Clark facility
to stop emitting noxious odors from
fragrance and flavoring operations.

He said, “The residents of the
southside have been suffering for
some time with the noxious odors
emitted by the Manheimer plant
located on Terminal Avenue in Clark.
There have been several calls to the
Union County Health Department
and the facility has been cited on
numerous occasions. Unfortunately,
while the frequency of odor has
been reduced, there are still enough
episodes which significantly affect
the quality of life for the Ward 4
residents.”

On another matter, Councilman
Foerst noted that on December 18,
2003, the Federal Railroad Adminis-
tration announced rules allowing lo-
cal communities to quiet train
whistles. Congressman Ferguson
came to Westfield to personally an-
nounce the good news to the resi-
dents of Summit Court who are most
directly affected by the trains.

While nothing is certain, these
rules are set to become effective on
December 18, 2004. He wrote that
“Now is time for our Town govern-
ment to act. Westfield must have our
plans approved by the appropriate
government agencies and construct
our ‘supplemental safety measures’
so that our residents are finally free
of the train whistle.”

He requested that Westfield Town
Engineer Ken Marsh “dust off” the
improvement plans, which were pre-
vious approved.

He also requested that the Town
Council’s Finance Committee put
the necessary funding into the 2004
capital budget.

Residents are urged to contact Mr.
Foerst and others of the town council on
issues important to them by e-mailing
to mayorandcouncil@westfieldnj.net.

Residents are also urged to attend
council meetings that are held nearly
every Tuesday at 8 p.m. at Town
Hall, where citizens are always wel-
come to address the council.

Corzine to Deliver Address
At Black Achievers Banquet
MOUNTAINSIDE — On Friday,

February 20, New Jersey Senator Jon
Corzine will deliver the keynote ad-
dress at the Black Achievers Banquet
sponsored by the Westfield “Y”. The
banquet will be held at L’Affaire,
Route 22 in Mountainside from 6:30
to 9:30 p.m.

The concept of the Black Achiev-
ers Program began at the Harlem
YMCA in 1968. The Westfield “Y”

Black Achievers Program has been
in existence for six years, and its
focus remains the same as it did since
the program’s inception in Harlem.
The program aims to raise high aca-
demic standards of young people,
expose students to diverse career
options and inspire them to reach
their goal.

Senator Corzine is a former board
member of the Summit YMCA.

Classifieds
Buy & Sell on the Net

goleader.com
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MR. AND MRS. PHILIP P. REIMER, JR.
(She is the former Miss Sara Alice Bradley)

Miss Sara Alice Bradley
Weds Philip P. Reimer, Jr.

Miss Lu Ann Schnable
Marries Dr. Steffen Kaldor

DR. AND MRS. STEFFEN K. KALDOR
(She is the former Miss Lu Ann S. Schnable)

Miss Sara Alice Bradley, the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert L. Brad-
ley, Jr. of Scotch Plains, was married
on Saturday, March 15, to Philip
Paul Reimer, Jr. He is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Philip P. Reimer, Sr. of
Rahway.

The afternoon ceremony took place
at the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield, with the Rever-
end Richard Kelly officiating. A re-
ception followed at The Manor in
West Orange.

Given in marriage by her father,
the bride wore a Paloma Blanca dress
of winter white organza with an illu-
sion neckline and a fingertip-length
veil. She carried a bouquet of white
hydrangea and peach roses.

Ms. Ann Marie Bradley of
Bedfordshire, England was her sister’s
maid of honor. Serving as bridal at-
tendants were Mrs. Christine Diaz
Bradley of Chicago, Ill., the bride’s
sister-in-law; Mrs. Denise Rehrer
Harper of Scotch Plains, formerly of
Westfield, and Mrs. Eileen Triano of
Bensalem, Pa., friends of the bride.

The maid of honor and bridal at-
tendants wore Jim Hjelm dresses fea-
turing cranberry and black plaid skirts
and solid cranberry tops. All carried
bouquets of peach roses.

Anthony Reimer of Rahway was

his brother’s best man. The ushers
included Henry Latch of Randolph,
Gregory Lombardo of Garwood and
Erick Clavijo of Charlottesville, Va.,
friends of the bridegroom.

Scripture readers included Ms.
Christina Gabriel of Hoboken, for-
merly of Westfield; Mrs. Terri
Wickens Hecht of Cranford, formerly
of Westfield, friends of the bride, and
Mrs. Kathleen Trevino of Rahway, a
friend of the bridegroom.

A Westfield High School gradu-
ate, the bride received a degree in
English from the University of Dela-
ware. She is employed as Senior
Manager of Web Content for the
Access Group in Wilmington, Del., a
non-profit student loan organization.

The bridegroom graduated from
Union Catholic High School and
earned a degree in Fine Arts from the
University of Delaware. He is a jew-
eler with Whitten’s Fine Jewelers in
Wilmington, Del.

The bride was feted at a shower
given by her attendants at Chez Z in
New Providence.

A rehearsal dinner, hosted by the
parents of the bridegroom, took place
on the eve of the wedding at Lakeside
Villa in Watchung.

Following a wedding trip to Aruba,
the couple resides in Cherry Hill.

Miss Lu Ann Stephanie Schnable,
the daughter of Mrs. Lubove Schnable
of Fanwood and the late Donald
Schnable, was married on Saturday,
February 14, to Dr. Steffen K. Kaldor.
He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Sandor
Kaldor of Kew Gardens, N.Y.

The afternoon ceremony took place
at the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Church in Westfield, with the Rever-
end Dimitrios Antokas officiating. A
reception followed at the Olde Mill
Inn in Basking Ridge.

A friend introduced the couple in
2002 while both were living in New
York City.

The bride, a graduate of Marywood
University and the Fashion Institute
of Technology, is a partner at Frankli
Wild USA, a company that designs
and manufactures luxury gift items.

Her mother, who was a microbiolo-
gist at Merck & Co., is now a profes-
sional musician. Her father was a
district sales manager for the General
Electric Company in Omaha, Neb.

The bridegroom graduated magna
cum laude from the College of Engi-
neering at Boston University and
received his Doctorate in Materials
Science from Columbia University.
He is a scientist at the IBM Micro-
electronics Division in Hopewell
Junction, N.Y.

Dr. Kaldor’s mother, now retired,
was a chemistry lab technician at the
Cornell Medical Center in New York
City. His father, also retired, was an
engineering manager of an air pollu-
tion controls group at the General
Electric Company in New York City
and Lebanon, Pa.

The rehearsal dinner, hosted by
the bridegroom’s parents, was held
at the Stage House Inn in Scotch

Plains the night before the wedding.
A bridal shower was hosted by the

maid of honor, Miss Christina Sheehy,
at the home of her parents, Dr. and
Mrs. Martin Sheehy, in Westfield.

Following a wedding trip to Thai-
land, the couple will reside in Fishkill,
N.Y. and New York City.

Aromatherapy Workshop,
Flower Show Trip Slated

Miller-Cory Plans Activities
To Honor ‘Patriotic Sunday’
WESTFIELD — The Miller-Cory

House Museum, located at 614
Mountain Avenue in Westfield, will
present a program entitled “Patriotic
Sunday” on February 22 from 2 to 4
p.m.

Participants will learn about the
origins of “Yankee Doodle Dandy,” a
song that was very popular with Brit-
ish soldiers, who sung it to taunt the
Colonial militia during the Revolu-
tionary War. However, as the war’s
tide turned, the colonists adopted
“Yankee Doodle” as their fight song.
There are many verses to the song
and each has a different meaning.

The program, described as ideal
for children and families, will also
include facts about George Wash-
ington and “behind the scenes” pa-
triots from New Jersey.

 Costumed docents will guide visi-

tors through the historic farmhouse.
The last tour begins at 3:30 p.m.
Individuals are also invited to visit
the museum’s gift shop, which offers
a variety of Colonial gifts and educa-
tional items.

Admission to the museum is $2 for
adults, 50 cents for students and free
for children under age six.

The following Sunday, February
29, the museum has rescheduled
“Snowflake Sunday for Children”
between 2 and 4 p.m. The program
was cancelled in January due to in-
clement weather.

For additional information about
the museum, its schedule of Sunday
events or volunteer opportunities,
please call the museum office at (908)
232-1776. The office is open Mon-
day through Friday from 9 a.m. to
noon.

Dr. Patrawalla to Speak
On Mental Health Issues

CLARK – The public is invited to
attend a free presentation by Dr.
Kanan Patrawalla, a member of the
Overlook Hospital psychiatric staff,
on Tuesday, February 24. She will
present up-to-date information on
new psychiatric medications and
treatment methodologies. Her talk,
followed by a question-and-answer
session, is sponsored by the National
Alliance for the Mentally Ill (NAMI),
Union County Chapter.

Dr. Patrawalla, affiliated with Al-
pha Behavioral Care, located in Sum-
mit, New Providence and other local
communities, is highly qualified to
share her knowledge and experience
in the field of mental health. Presi-
dent of the New Jersey Women’s
Medical Association, Dr. Patrawalla
has experience with stress manage-
ment and women’s issues. She also
specializes in geriatric psychiatry and
has experience as consulting psy-

chiatrist at various nursing homes.
She has been in private psychiatric

practice for over 20 years and on
Overlook’s staff for 17 years. She has
been trained in hypnosis by Dr. Mar-
tin Orne at the Institute of Pennsyl-
vania Hospital and uses hypnosis in
her practice. She is knowledgeable
in and uses a nutritional approach in
her practice when appropriate. Dr.
Patrawalla has successfully treated
many patients with bipolar disorder
(manic depression) and has a par-
ticular interest in this illness.

The talk will begin at 7:30 p.m. at
the Osceola Presbyterian Church,
1689 Raritan Road, Clark. Refresh-
ments will be served. For more infor-
mation, or in the event of inclement
weather, please call (908) 233-1628.

For questions regarding member-
ship in the National Alliance for the
Mentally Ill, please call (908) 233-
1628.

SUMMIT — Aromatherapist
Debbie Quinn, who used plant oils to
ease the side effects of chemotherapy,
will conduct an aromatherapy work-
shop on Tuesday, March 2, from 7 to

8:30 p.m. at the Reeves-Reed Arbo-
retum in Summit.

Ms. Quinn will teach individuals
how to combine oils to create the
effect they desire. Each participant
will create a personalized
aromatherapy atomizer to take home.
The arboretum is located at 165
Hobart Avenue in Summit.

Additionally, the arboretum will
organize a luxury motorcoach trip to
the Philadelphia Flower Show on
Wednesday, March 10, which will
depart at 11 a.m. from St. John’s
Lutheran Church, 587 Springfield
Avenue in Summit. The bus will
return at 8 p.m.

The trip will include a light lunch,
transportation, admission to the
Flower Show and a wine and cheese
party.

For more information about the
aromatherapy workshop and the trip
to the Philadelphia Flower Show,
please call the Reeves-Reed Arbore-
tum at (908) 273-8787.

Parkinson’s Group Set
To Meet on March 8
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Parkinson’s Disease Support Group
will meet next at 1:30 p.m. on Mon-
day, March 8, in the Christian Lounge
of the Parish House at The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield, located at
140 Mountain Avenue.

Persons with Parkinson’s disease
and/or their caregivers are invited to
attend. Meetings are held on the
second Monday of each month.

Susan Sacks, certified massage
therapist at the Siegler Center for
Integrative Medicine of the St.
Barnabas Ambulatory Care Center
in Livingston, as well as the Mind
Body Center, Morristown Memorial
Hospital, will demonstrate Trager
Massage Therapy and discuss its
benefits in Parkinson’s disease.
Trager is a gentle touch massage
with rhythmic rocking movements.
This therapy relaxes the mind and
body, thus helping to release physi-
cal and mental patterns, initiating a
deep state of relaxation.

Additionally, Sheri Cognetti of the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains  YMCA will
describe a new exercise class to be
offered at the Y for people with
Parkinson’s disease.

The meeting is free of charge.
Light refreshments will be served.
For more information, call Lynn
Kolterjahn at (908) 232-1416 or the
church office at (908) 233-0301.

Cancer Organization
Seeks Volunteers

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation, a
support organization located in
Scotch Plains for children with can-
cer, is seeking volunteers.

Specifically, help is needed for
computer (creating and maintaining
a database) and other office work;
special events; making food deliver-
ies, and networking.

Interested individuals may con-
tact Monica Vermeulen at (908) 322-
4323, extension no. 17, or via email
at MonicaV@emmanuelcancer.org

History Groups Reveal
Spring Assembly Date
WESTFIELD – The Planning Com-

mittee for the Spring Assembly of the
Westfield history societies has an-
nounced that the group’s annual meet-
ing will be held on Monday, April 21,
at 8 p.m. at the First Baptist Church,
located at 170 Elm Street. Introduc-
tory music will start at about 7:45 p.m.

The assembly is the yearly gathering
of the community’s five history organi-
zations, including the Genealogical So-
ciety of the West Fields, the Miller-
Cory House Museum Volunteers, the
Westfield Chapter of the Daughters of
the American Revolution (DAR), the
Westfield Historical Society and the
West Fields Chapter of the Sons of the
American Revolution (SAR).

The Historical Society is the host
association this year, represented on
the committee by its President,
Donald Mokrauer. Other committee
members include Bob Miller of the
Genealogical Society and the His-
torical Society, John Lawson of the
SAR, Mary Ellen Lawson of the
DAR, and Pat D’Angelo of the Miller-
Cory House Museum.

The program will be announced as
soon as plans are complete. The fea-
ture presentation will be followed by
refreshments and the public is in-
vited to attend at no charge.
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True Faith in Jesus Means Standing
Up for Others Even in Face of Peril

By  REV. PAUL E. KRITSCH

“The church is the church only
when it exists for others.” Thus wrote
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a Lutheran pas-
tor in Nazi Germany. Bonhoeffer’s
life and death matched his words.
Arrested for his part in a plot to kill
Hitler, he was executed a mere few
weeks before the end of World War II
in Europe.

Bonhoeffer’s words are printed
each week in our church’s bulletin
and each month in our newsletter.
They are a reminder to us Lutheran
Christians at Redeemer that if we
truly believe in Jesus, then we will be
among the first to stand for those
who are in need, among the first to
place our lives on the line for those
who are being persecuted.

These are never easy things to do.
We often find it even more difficult
in this age of political correctness
and legal maneuvering. Not every
interaction between people of differ-
ent races involves racism. Not every
disagreement between gentiles and
Jews involves anti-Semitism.

These serious charges are cheap-
ened when they are used to manipu-
late people into doing what we want,
even though their ideas may be just
as valid as ours. These serious charges
are cheapened when they are used to
silence others with whom we may
have an honest disagreement. It is
very much like the boy who cried

wolf time after time when no wolf
was there. When the wolf finally
arrived and the boy cried for help, no
one listened because they no longer
believed him.

When I was a young man in the
1960s, we idealistically thought our
generation would be the one which
corrected all the ills of the world. We
marched and marched in protest
against whatever we thought needed
protesting. Now, about 35 years later,
although great progress has been
made thanks to leaders like Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King and the courage of
countless others, the ugliness of rac-
ism and anti-Semitism still exist.
According to Scripture, they always
will exist. That doesn’t mean that we
should give up. It means we Chris-
tians need to always be diligent in
living out our faith which encour-
ages, even commands, us to love all
people.

Taking our faith in Jesus seriously,
we Christians pray for the courage to
love others even in the face of dan-
ger. We also pray for the wisdom to
know the difference between false
and valid charges so that the re-
sponse required from us is never
dulled or delayed.

* * * * * * *
Reverend Kritsch is Senior Pastor

of the Redeemer Lutheran Church
and School, located at 229
Cowperthwaite Place in Westfield.

Pancake Supper at FUMC
To Feature Dixieland Band

‘Junior High Jump-OFF’
Set for Saturday at ‘Y’

WESTFIELD – Member congre-
gations from the Westfield/
Mountainside Ministerium will
sponsor their second “Jump-OFF”
event this Saturday, February 21,
from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. at the
Westfield “Y,” for students in grades
6 through 8.

The Westfield-Mountainside
Ministerium is actively addressing
how all area congregations can pro-
vide a unified response to growing
concerns about high-risk social prac-
tices among teenagers today.

On October 12, seven congrega-
tions successfully hosted the first
“Jump-OFF” event, which was at-
tended by 185 senior high school
students.

The “Junior High Jump-OFF” has
been planned by senior high school
students from participating congre-
gations as a safe, supervised event

designed to reinforce the “positive
choice” message.

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m. and
the evening’s program, including
Extreme Games and free time, will
begin at 8 p.m. Snacks, drinks and
pizza will be available throughout
the evening. The “Y” is located at
220 Clark Street.

There is no admission charge and
no one will be permitted to enter
after 8:30 p.m. A closing awards
ceremony at 10 p.m. will wrap up
the evening’s festivities, with dis-
missal at 10:30 p.m.

All middle school youth from the
Westfield area are invited to attend
this event. For more information,
please call the Reverend Jeremy
Montgomery at (908) 233-2278 at
the First Baptist Church of Westfield
or Linda Christopher at the Westfield
“Y” at (908) 233-2700.

WESTFIELD – All are welcome
to attend the annual Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper at the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield on
February 24 between 6:30 and 9 p.m.

The event, which serves as a
fundraiser for the Education
Ministry’s scholarship fund, will fea-
ture live music throughout the
evening provided by a Dixieland
jazz band. Attendees are invited to
dance.

The menu will include plain and
pecan pancakes with flavored
whipped cream, ham, fruit, juice,
coffee, tea and water. The kitchen
will close at 8 p.m.

The charge is $5 per person, with
a $15 maximum per family. First
United Methodist Church is located
at One East Broad Street. For more
information, please call the church
office at (908) 233-4211.

KEEPING UP WITH THE NEWS…Third-grade Boy Scouts from Westfield’s
Washington Elementary School recently visited the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary as part of their achievements as Bears. Allan Kleiman, the library’s Head
of Reference, highlighted the many forms of “news” that can be found at the
library, from newspapers to microfilm. Pictured, left to right, are: Front row,
Eric Oberman, Asher Stabler, holding a copy of The Westfield Leader that was
used in this assignment; Daniel Luzzi, Liam McElheny and Austin Fishman, and
back row, Alex Jeffery and Mr. Kleiman. Mr. Kleiman is holding a copy of This
Is Westfield, the Leader’s annual supplement about the town.

Westfield ‘Y’ Announces
Schedule of Spring Trips

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
“Y,” located at 220 Clark Street, has
announced its “Y” Travelers desti-
nation schedule for the spring. All
trips are open to the public and “Y”
membership is not required.

A trip to Philadelphia will take
place Monday through Wednesday,
May 10 to 12. Among the highlights
of this customized guided tour will
be Elfreth’s Alley, the National Con-
stitution Center, Chinatown and the
Victor Cafe.

The fee per person of $439 for
single accommodations and $345 for
double includes transportation, lodg-
ing, guided tours, breakfasts and din-
ners.

On Thursday, May 20, a visit is
planned to the Mohonk Mountain
House, a national historic landmark
in New Paltz, N.Y. The trip will
include a lunch buffet. The fee per
person is $72.

A guided tour and lunch at the
Culinary Institute of America in Hyde

Park, N.Y. is scheduled for Wednes-
day, June 2. Dining at the Institute’s
Ristorante Caterina de Medici will
be followed by a tour of the lavish
Montgomery Place Estate. The fee is
$79 per person.

Finally, a five-night Carnival
Cruise to Canada leaves Saturday,
June 19, from New York City. The
cruise ship Victory will sail to Canada,
with stops in Saint John, New
Brunswick and Halifax, Nova Scotia.
The fees, based on double occupancy
and cabin locations, range from $663
to $863 per person.

All trips (except the cruise) in-
clude coach transportation. Addition-
ally, meals (where specified), activ-
ity fees, taxes, non-alcoholic and
non-carbonated beverages are in-
cluded.

Individuals may register in per-
son at the “Y” front desk or by
telephone with a credit card. For
more information, please call the
“Y” at (908) 233-2700.

Folktales Will be Told
Using Shadow Puppets
WESTFIELD — Children in kin-

dergarten and up are invited to attend
a special performance of “Folktales
from Around the World” at the
Westfield Memorial Library.

Using shadow puppets, storyteller
Ron Sopyla will present traditional
folktales on Saturday, March 6, at
10:30 a.m.

This program is sponsored by the
Friends of the Westfield Memorial
Library. In-person registration is re-
quired and will begin this Saturday,
February 21, for Westfield Library
cardholders.

Space permitting, registration for
those children who are not Westfield
Library cardholders will begin the
following Saturday, February 28.

The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street. For more information,
please call (908) 789-4090 or visit
the library’s website at
www.wmlnj.org.First Congregational Posts

Mid-Day Musical Concerts
WESTFIELD — The First Con-

gregational Church of Westfield,
located at 125 Elmer Street, has
announced its schedule of Mid-
Day Musical concerts for the sea-
son of Lent.

These free, half-hour concerts
are presented at noon in the church
sanctuary and are followed by an
optional soup-and-sandwich lun-
cheon in the church social hall for
$5. The schedule is as follows:

February 25— Karen Demsey,
flute; Greg Giannascoli, marimba.

March 3 — Bamboo Breeze/East
River Ensemble of traditional Chi-
nese instruments from Beijing.

March 10 — Ronald Naldi, tenor;

Michael Prezman, piano.
March 17 — Barbara Thomson,

organ.
March 24 – Bones, Inc. Ben Wil-

liams, Matt Bilyk, Rick Stepton,
Eddie Clark, trombones; Tim Metz,
bass; Diane Moser, piano; Russ
DeBona, drums.

March 31 — Jane Bunnell,
mezzo-soprano; Clifford Parrish,
piano.

Funding for these concerts has
been made possible, in part, by the
New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, Department of State, through
a grant administered by the Union
County Division of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs.

Local Historical Society
To Recall ‘Chanceman’

FANWOOD — The Historical
Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will salute Black History
Month at its Tuesday, February 24
meeting, with a video program on
James “Chanceman” Gregory.

The meeting, beginning at 8 p.m.,
will take place at the Fanwood train
station, located at North and Martine
Avenues.

Mr. Gregory lived in Morris County
prior to the passage of civil rights
laws and became Morristown’s first
black police officer in 1934.

All are invited to attend this pre-
sentation of “Chanceman’s Brothers
and Sisters: The Origins of the 20th
Century Morris County Black Com-
munity.” Refreshments and fellow-
ship will follow the program.

For more information, please call
Historical Society President Richard
Bousquet at (908) 232-1199.

Calvary Lutheran Church
To Begin Lenten Observance
CRANFORD – The Calvary

Lutheran Church, located at 108
Eastman Street in Cranford, will
kick off its observance of Lent with
a Service of Holy Communion and
the Imposition of Ashes on Ash
Wednesday, February 25, at 7:30
p.m.

The Reverend Carol A. Lindsay,
Pastor, will preside at this service,
offering a sermon message on the
power of prayer.

Lenten observances will continue
at Calvary on the five consecutive
Wednesdays in March, beginning
on March 3 with a “Supper, Prayer
and Conversation” series from 6:30
to 8 p.m.

Calvary members, friends and
guests are invited to gather in the
second-floor lounge of the Educa-
tion Building behind the church for
a simple supper. Following the meal,
Pastor Lindsay will lead dinner
guests in small group conversations
and prayer featuring the theme of
“Journeying Through Life With
Luke.”

Weekly topics, based on the book
of Luke in the Bible, will include
teaching, healing, forgiving, believ-
ing, daring, dying and rising.

Members of the public are invited
to come for dinner and the discus-

sion. To help the church plan these
events, individuals are asked to call
the office at (908) 276-2418, in ad-
vance if possible, to confirm plans
to attend.

The public is also invited to wor-
ship services during the six Sundays
in Lent, February 29 through April
4, when the weekly theme will be
“Wilderness Wandering: Finding
Our Way Spiritually Through the
Confusion of Life.”

Sunday worship services with Holy
Communion are at 8:30 and 11 a.m.

 

 
 

 

 

St. Bart’s Rosarians
To Meet on March 1
SCOTCH PLAINS – The St.

Bartholomew’s Rosary Altar So-
ciety will hold its next meeting on
Monday, March 1, following the
7:30 p.m. Mass at St. Bartholomew
the Apostle Roman Catholic
Church in Scotch Plains.

A representative from the Ova-
rian Cancer Foundation will be the
guest speaker. The meeting is open
to all women of the parish and
guests are welcome.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com Yoga Classes to Start

At Arboretum Feb. 25
SUMMIT — Iyengar yoga instruc-

tor Virginia Earl DeCesare will teach
yoga for beginners and those with
some experience at Reeves-Reed
Arboretum beginning on Wednes-
day, February 25.

Lessons will be given on eight
Wednesday evenings or eight Thurs-
day mornings. Individuals with more
experience may practice on eight
Thursday evenings.

The arboretum is located at 165
Hobart Avenue. To learn more or to
register, please call (908) 273-8787,
extension no. 16.
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– Obituaries –

Gaetana J. Urciuoli, 96
Gaetana J. Giordano Urciuoli, 96,

of Seminole, Fla. died on Tuesday,
February 10, in Florida.

Born in New York City, she had
lived in Westfield for 50 years and in
Florida since 1970.

Mrs. Urciuoli was a Life Member
of the Catholic Daughters of the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Louis Urciuoli, in 1969.

Surviving are two daughters, Marie
Christiano and Anne Ferro; six grand-
children and 10 great-grandchildren.

A graveside service was held on
Saturday, February 14, at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield, under the
direction of the Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Hospice of Florida Sun Coast,
300 E. Bay Drive, Largo, Fla. 33770.

February 19, 2004

•

John M. Thatcher, 92, Was Among
Founders of Highland Swim Club

Gary Greenstein, 38, Was Operator
Of Roy Electric Co. Showroom

Loraine Frey, 78
Loraine Kuleck Frey, 78, of Scotch

Plains died on Saturday, February 14,
at Father Hudson House in Elizabeth.

Born in Scranton, Pa., she had
lived in Newark before moving to
Scotch Plains in 1954.

Mrs. Frey was employed as the
office manager for Team Plastics in
Garwood before retiring.

She graduated second in her class
at Central High School in Newark in
1943.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Robert F. Frey, in 1998.

Surviving are a daughter,
Jacqueline A. Haley of Cranford;
three sons, Robert J. Frey of
Netherland, Colo., Jeffrey P. Frey of
Arlington Heights, Ill. and Gregory
J. Frey of Scottsdale, Ariz.; a sister,
Lydia Haushalter of Vernon, and six
grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held at
11 a.m. on Saturday, February 21, at
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church.

Arrangements are by the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to Interfaith Coun-
cil for the Homeless, 905 Watchung
Avenue, Plainfield 07060.

February 19, 2004

DEATH NOTICE
Beatrice Thompson, 89

Beatrice Thompson, 89,  of
Longwood At Oakmont in Pitts-
burgh, Pa. died on Friday, February
13, at Longwood At Oakmont.

Born in Jersey City, she had lived
in Scotch Plains before relocating
to Pittsburgh.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Herbert O. Thompson, and by
a sister, Jean Monnheimer.

Surviving are a son, Richard
Arthur Thompson and his wife,
Sandy, of Harmar Township, Pa.; a
daughter, Lois Anne Corbett of Cali-
fornia; two sisters, Alice Ring of
North Carolina and Elizabeth
Hammond of Tennessee; five grand-
children, Darlene Dunlop, Bonnie
and Wendy Gulden,  Pamela
Albrethsen and Jeffrey Thompson,
and 10 great-grandchildren.

A service was held on Saturday,
February 14, at the Thomas D. En-
glish Funeral Home, Inc. in
Oakmont, Pa.

February 19, 2004

Gary (Aldo) Greenstein, 38, of
Graniteville, Staten Island, N.Y., a
salesman for his family’s lighting
business, died on Thursday, Febru-
ary 12, at Memorial Sloan-Kettering
Cancer Center in Manhattan due to
complications of surgery.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., he settled
in Graniteville in 1971.

Mr. Greenstein graduated from Port
Richmond High School in 1983 and
attended the College of Staten Island.

He was a salesman for Roy Elec-
tric Co., an Elm Park-based firm that
manufactures custom lighting. He
operated the showroom in Westfield
for seven years and was still working
at the time of his death.

“He was such a charismatic per-
son, who was able to make friends
everywhere,” said his brother, David.
“He was adored by hundreds of
people. He has friends that he’s kept
for 33 years. He will be loved and
adored forever.”

Mr. Greenstein dedicated his lei-
sure time to his family. He was also
a jewelry collector and was known

for his affinity for diamonds.
“To know him was to love him,”

said his sister-in-law, Maria
Greenstein. “When you got a hug
from Gary, you could feel the love.”

In addition to his brother, David,
he is survived by his wife of 10 years,
the former Dina Zajac; his son, Adam;
his two daughters, Sara and Rachel
Greenstein; his parents, Roslyn and
Roy Greenstein; his maternal grand-
father, Harry Hymowitz, and his pa-
ternal grandmother, Ruth Greenstein.

The funeral service was held on
Sunday, February 15, at the Menorah
Chapels in New Springville, Staten
Island. Burial followed in the United
Hebrew Cemetery in Richmond,
Staten Island.

February 19, 2004

John M. Thatcher, 92, of
Bridgewater died on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 5, at the Somerset Medical
Center in Somerville.

Born on March 14, 1911 in Bedford,
N.Y., he grew up in Brooklyn, N.Y.
He had lived in Westfield and Fanwood
from 1942 until moving to Arbor Glen
in Bridgewater in 1997.

Mr. Thatcher had worked in the
accounting, methods and auditing
departments at Western Electric for
44 years prior to retiring.

He graduated from St. John’s Uni-
versity in 1934 with a degree in
business administration.

Mr. Thatcher was a Director of the
Old Guard of Westfield and Master
of the Evangelist Masonic Lodge in

New York City.
He and his wife of 66 years, Ruth

Thatcher, were one of six couples
who organized the cooperative High-
land Swim Club in Scotch Plains.

Surviving, in addition to his wife,
are two sons, Robert Thatcher of
Falls Church, Va. and Ronald
Thatcher of North Plainfield; a grand-
daughter; two grandsons and three
great-grandchildren.

Arrangements were private.
February 19, 2004

DEATH NOTICE
Virginia L. Westfall, 79

Virginia “Gini” L. Westfall, 79,
of Port Charlotte, Fla. died on Thurs-
day, February 12, at her home.

Born on October 7, 1924 in Rahway,
she married Manuel Westfall in 1945.
They lived in New Jersey before mov-
ing to Hampton, Va. in 1948. She and
her husband retired to the Port Char-
lotte area in 1976.

Mrs. Westfall was a member of
the Port Charlotte Garden Club and
a volunteer for Meals on Wheels.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band and by her son, Bronson
Westfall, who died November 28,
1967 while serving with the Ma-
rines in Vietnam.

Surviving are a brother, Evan T.
Williams of Westfield; two sisters,
Margaret Giannone and Elizabeth
Toth, also of Westfield; two nieces,
Linda Lea Magnuson of Atlanta,
Ga. and Suzan Dahlenburg of
Danville, Ill., and a cousin, Thomas
Hendrickson of Holland, Mich.

A memorial service was held on
Monday, February 16, at Kays
Ponger Funeral Home in Port Char-
lotte. A reception followed at the
Vel Gardens Condominium Club
House.

February 19, 2004

Ruben Dario Reyes Alba, 51, Employed
As Chemical Engineer For Many Years
Ruben Dario Reyes Alba, 51, of

Westfield died on Thursday, February
5, as the result of a motor vehicle
accident on the Garden State Parkway.

Born in Hato Viejo, Moca, Do-
minican Republic, he moved with
his family to the United States in
1988. He lived in Westfield for the
past 10 years.

A chemical engineer since 1977,
Mr. Reyes obtained his master’s de-
gree at the University of Santo
Domingo in the Dominican Repub-
lic. He received other degrees in his
field in both the United States and
Puerto Rico.

He had a military career for 10
years in the Dominican Air Force.

Surviving are his wife of 30 years,
Bienvenida D. Reyes; two daugh-
ters, Katherine D. Reyes and Karina
Reyes; a son, Ruben D. Reyes; his
mother, Thelma Alba De Reyes; four
brothers and two sisters.

A memorial service was held on
Saturday, February 14, at the King-
dom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses in
Clark.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Funeral Home, 218 North Avenue in
Cranford.

February 19, 2004

DEATH NOTICE
Philip R. Ferrara, 85, Army Veteran;
Owned Mason Contractor Business

Philip R. Ferrara, 85, a lifelong
resident of Scotch Plains, died on
Monday, February 16, at Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center in
Plainfield.

A United States Army veteran of
World War II, Mr. Ferrara was the
owner and operator of Philip R.
Ferrara, Mason Contractor, in Scotch
Plains.

He was predeceased by his brother,
Paul Ferrara, and two sisters, Lucy
DeFrancesco and Angie Hall.

Surviving are his wife, Concetta
Mannino Ferrara; four daughters and
sons-in-law, Arlene Keeney and her
husband, James, of Marathon Key,
Fla., Barbara Hall and her husband,
Mark, of Unionville, Pa., Phyllis
LaBaw and her husband, Scott, of
Tampa, Fla. and Cindy Ferrara and
her husband, David Platt, of Dublin,

Ohio; four sisters, Clara Ferrara, Jo
Beaty, Laura Shockey and Jean
Waldron, and six grandchildren, John
Keeney, Stephanie, Melinda and Matt
Hall, and Nicole and Carson LaBaw.

The funeral will be at 11 a.m.
tomorrow, Friday, February 20, from
the Memorial Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue in Fanwood. A Fu-
neral Mass will follow at noon at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.

Visitation will be from 2 to 4 and
7 to 9 p.m. today, Thursday, Febru-
ary 19, at the funeral home.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Runnells Hospital
Volunteer Guild – Activities Therapy
Department, Attention: Patricia
Scott, 40 Watchung Way, Berkeley
Heights 07922.

February 19, 2004

John Cecchettini, 72, Owned Agency;
Rotarian and Champion of Animals

John Cecchettini, 72, of
Bedminster died on Monday, Febru-
ary 16, at Morristown Memorial
Hospital in Morristown.

Born and raised in Mountainside,
he had lived in South Plainfield and
Warren before moving to Bedminster
in 1999.

Mr. Cecchettini was the owner of
the John Cecchettini Insurance
Agency in South Plainfield for the
past 42 years.

He was a member, current Trea-
surer, Paul Harris Fellow and Past
President of the South Plainfield
Rotary Club; a longtime board mem-
ber of the Plainfield Area Humane
Society, and a member of the Knights
of Columbus in South Plainfield, the
Fiddler’s Elbow Country Club and
the Fox Hollow Golf Club.

Mr. Cecchettini also was a mem-
ber of the Professional Insurance As-
sociation and the Independent Insur-
ance Agents of America.

He graduated from Bowling Green
University in 1956 with a Bachelor
of Arts degree in Business Adminis-

tration.
Surviving are his wife of 46 years,

Jacqueline Harper Cecchettini; a son,
Steven Cecchettini of Warren; a
daughter, Gina Cecchettini of South
Plainfield; a brother, Mario
Cecchettini; three sisters, Dolores
Guerriero, Nancy Riccio and Jean
Marotto, and a granddaughter.

A Funeral Mass will be offered at
10 a.m. tomorrow, Friday, February
20, at the Blessed Sacrament Roman
Catholic Church in Martinsville. In-
terment will follow at Hillside Cem-
etery in Scotch Plains.

Visitation will be from 2 to 4 and
7 to 9 p.m. today, Thursday, Febru-
ary 19, at the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the American
Lung Association of New Jersey,
1600 Route 22, East, Union 07083 or
to the Plainfield Area Humane Soci-
ety, 75 Rock Avenue, Plainfield
07063.
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DEATH NOTICE
Marie J. Colarusso, 76, Court Clerk
For Scotch Plains and Mountainside
Marie Joanne Colarusso, 76, of the

Bluffs, Jupiter, Fla. passed away
Thursday morning, February 12,
2004 at Hospice of Palm Beach
County in West Palm Beach, Fla.

Mrs. Colarusso was born November
21, 1927 in Buffalo, N.Y., daughter of
the late Vincent Impastato and Carmela
Sansone Impastato. She had been a
resident of the Palm Beaches since
1987, coming from Scotch Plains.

Mrs. Colarusso was a Court Clerk
for the Township of Scotch Plains
and the Borough of Mountainside
for 17 years, retiring in 1987.

She was a communicant of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains
and St. Patrick Catholic Church of
Palm Beach Gardens, Fla.

Survivors include her beloved hus-
band of 55 years, Nicholas R.
Colarusso; her devoted children,
Caren Sellers and her husband, John,
of Mission Viejo, Calif.; Peter
Colarusso and his wife, Judy, of Palm

Beach Gardens, Fla.; Denise Sellers
and her husband, Paul, of Costa Mesa,
Calif., and Nicholas Colarusso, Jr.
and his wife, Cindy, of Wappinger
Falls, N.Y.; her loving brothers,
Samuel Impastato of Buffalo, N.Y.
and Charles Impastato of Oceanside,
Calif.; her adored grandchildren,
Leigh Ann, Jason, Randy, Bryan,
Michael, Anthony and Mark, and her
five cherished great-grandchildren,
Tiffany, Brayden, Joshua, Charlotte
and Noah.

A memorial Mass was celebrated
on Saturday, February 14, at St.
Patrick Catholic Church.

Arrangements were by the Tay-
lor & Modeen Funeral Home in
Jupiter, Fla.

Those planning an expression of
sympathy, in lieu of flowers, are
asked to consider Hospice of Palm
Beach County, 5300 East Avenue,
West Palm Beach, Fla. 33407 in Mrs.
Colarusso’s memory.
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Summer Camps Are Offered
For Special Needs Children
MOUNTAINSIDE – Children’s

Specialized Hospital will offer both
overnight and day camps for chil-
dren with special healthcare needs
this summer. A weeklong overnight
camp will be offered in the Pocono
Mountains of Hawley, Pa. during the
weeks of June 27 to July 3 and July
4 to 10. A weeklong day camp will
also be provided in Westfield during
the weeks of August 2 to 6 and Au-
gust 9 to 13.

“We think it’s important that chil-
dren with physical and developmen-
tal disabilities have an opportunity
to enjoy the summer camp experi-
ence,” said Donna Provenzano,
Children’s Director of Recreation
Therapy. “The camping experience
– outdoors activities, socializing with
peers, arts and cultural programs – is
an important part of growing up for
all children. The camp fosters suc-
cess, friendships and youth develop-
ment.”

Camp Skycrest is a weeklong over-
night camp that is a collaborative
effort with the Phillipsburg/Easton

YMCA. The camp, available June 27
to July 3 and July 4 to 10, is designed
for children ages 8 to 12 and is held in
the Pocono Mountains. Campers must
be able to follow directions and safety
rules with the supervision of camp
coordinators. Campers must be able
to shower, use the toilet, eat and dress
with minimal supervision. If campers
require mobility assistance due to the
hilly terrain of the campus, a golf cart
is available for transportation; how-
ever, campers must be able to sit and/
balance safely in a golf cart.

Owned and operated by the
Phillipsburg/Easton YMCA, Camp
Skycrest is situated on 115 hilltop
acres near Lake Wallenpaupack and
is accredited by the American Camp-
ing Association. A certified recre-
ational therapist from Children’s
Specialized will supervise college
students pursuing careers working
with special needs children and serve
as camp staff. Facilities include: cab-
ins, pools, nature trails, pond, ath-
letic fields, cafeteria, craft centers,
go cart track and a recreational hall.

Campers enjoy a wide range of
activities including crafts, campfires,
special events, fishing, swimming,
canoeing and cooperative sports.
Transportation to the camp is avail-
able at a nominal fee.

The cost for camp is $860 per
week and financial assistance is avail-
able.

Camp Sunshine and Summer Fun
Camp are day camps for children
with physical or developmental dis-
abilities offered in collaboration with
the Westfield “Y”. Camp Sunshine is
for children ages 5 and 6; Summer
Fun Camp is for children ages 7 to
11. Campers will participate in arts
and crafts, swim lessons, theme
weeks, games, sports, recreational
swim and field trips. To be eligible
for the camp children must be able to
follow directions and safety rules
under proper supervision.

The cost for camp is $300 per
week and financial assistance is avail-
able.

For more information on these
camps, please call (888) CHILDREN
(244-5373), ext. 5484.

Deadline Nears For Entry
Into Adult Spelling Bee

SUMMIT — The Women’s Re-
source Center will sponsor the Sec-
ond Annual Adult Team Spelling Bee
on Sunday, February 29, at 4 p.m. at
Summit High School, located at 125
Kent Place Boulevard. The deadline
for entry is Thursday, February 26.

The community-wide bee serves
as a fundraiser for the center’s
children’s programs such as The Girl
Project, designed to help girls be-
come strong women, and Rainbows,
which provides free support groups
for boys and girls grieving the loss of
a parent through death or divorce.

The center will also donate a sig-
nificant amount of the proceeds to the
Summit Educational Foundation
(SEF), which provides funding in the
form of teacher/parent grants to sup-
port enrichment programs and projects
in the Summit public schools.

Each team will begin with easier
words that become progressively
more difficult as they move on

through the competition. Prizes will
be awarded to the champion spellers,
as well as to the team that raises the
most in entry fees, the team with the
most original team name, and the
team with the most original team
costume (optional).

All contributions and fees are tax-
deductible. Spectator admission to
the event will be $5 and children
under age six may attend for free.

Any threesome can form a team
(ages 16 and up) and must contrib-
ute/raise $300 to enter. To prepare
for the contest, each team member
will receive a copy of the official
“Scripps Howard Book of Words”
upon confirmation of entry.

To register, please call the center
at (908) 273-7253 for the Adult Team
Spelling Bee Entry form and send
completed forms and contributions
to the Women’s Resource Center, 57
New England Avenue, Summit,
07901.

More Area & Community News

WF Public Schools Mails
2002-2003 Annual Report

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Public School District’s 2002-2003
Annual Report has been mailed to
every household in Westfield.

The brochure includes student
and staff accomplishments, test
scores and other factual informa-
tion about the school district.

The publication also features an
introduction by Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William Foley, who
noted his pride in the students’
academic accomplishments.

“Our students are performing
exceptionally well, especially when

you look at such measures as the
number of students taking Advanced
Placement courses, state and na-
tional test results, percentage of
graduates pursuing higher educa-
tion, and the like,” said Dr. Foley.

“Of course, we won’t be satis-
fied until we can help all our stu-
dents reach their full potential,” he
added.

Residents who have not received
a copy of the 2002-2003 Annual
Report should contact the Office of
School/Community Relations at
(908) 789-4463.

Maple Sugaring Slated
At Arboretum Feb. 28
SUMMIT — On Saturday, Febru-

ary 28, families will learn how to
identify a Sugar Maple tree and tap it
for its sap at the Reeves-Reed Arbo-
retum, located at 165 Hobart Avenue
in Summit.

Demonstrations are scheduled to
begin at 9 a.m. The fee for the Maple
Sugaring program is $5 per person
(children under age two may attend
for free). Pancake breakfasts begin-
ning at 8:15 a.m. are available for an
additional fee.

Pre-registration is required and
may be done by calling (908) 273-
8787, extension no. 15.

Trailside Reveals Van Trip
To Raptor Trust Saturday

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter in Mountainside has announced
a special “Outdoor Adventure” van
trip on Saturday, February 21, for
children ages eight and older ac-
companied by an adult.

Participants will visit the Raptor
Trust rehabilitation center for in-
jured birds of prey and also tour the
Great Swamp National Wildlife
Refuge.

The trip will take place from 9
a.m. to noon. The fee is $5 per
person for Union County residents
and $6 per person for out-of-county
residents.

Space is limited and pre-regis-
tration is required. Participants
should dress warm and bring a
snack, binoculars and a field guide
if they have them. Interested per-

sons are asked to call (908) 789-
3670, extension 221.

DEATH NOTICE
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Stacey Stanzel
Second Grade Teacher,

Wilson Elementary School, Westfield

Stacey Stanzel
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THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW

By MICHELLE Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Age: 42
Hometown: Mrs. Stanzel was born

in McMurray, Pa., a suburb of Pitts-
burgh. Currently, she resides in Bask-
ing Ridge.

Education: At
Duke University in
Durham, N.C., she
received her Bach-
elor of Arts degree
in Elementary Edu-
cation. She earned a
Master of Education
from Harvard Uni-
versity in Cam-
bridge, Mass.

Previous Experi-
ence: Prior to her
post as a second
grade teacher at Wil-
son Elementary
School in Westfield,
Mrs. Stanzel taught
first graders for three years in Vir-
ginia Beach, Va. She has been at
Wilson School since 1987.

I Knew I Reached My Students

When: “I know I have reached my
students when they are able to ask
me pertinent questions about a topic
and we can have a dialogue about it,”
said Mrs. Stanzel.

“When kids come up to me in their
free time and start
talking to me about
something I’ve
taught, I know they
understand and are
excited about it,”
she continued. “I
also feel good when
I see that ‘I get it!”
smile on their
faces.”

What I Love
About the School
District: “I love
teaching in
Westfield. We get a
huge amount of par-
ent support, and I
always feel the par-

ents value my job and respect me for
doing it,” she offered.

“The district offers many profes-
sional development courses and chal-
lenges its staff to continue to learn and
grow as teachers. The staff at Wilson
is very cohesive and my principal is
very supportive of our ideas and teach-
ing decisions,” added Mrs. Stanzel.

Favorite Topic to Teach: “My fa-
vorite subject to teach is social stud-
ies because I love traveling around
the country and seeing different com-
munities and how they reflect our
history,” she said. “Weaving poetry,
language, writing, and arts and crafts
into the teaching of social studies
makes it fun and relevant for the
students.”

The Future of Education in
America: “I feel positive about the
future of education in America be-
cause so many of my students tell me
they want to be teachers when they
grow up. I tell them it’s a wonderful
career because it’s exciting to know
you have affected how a child lives
his or her life,” said Mrs. Stanzel.

She continued, “Each day is a fresh
beginning for them (the students)
and me. If perhaps I didn’t ‘reach
them’ yesterday, I know I have an-
other chance that day.”

My Goal As An Educator…“to
continue to instill the love of learn-
ing into the students I teach. I love
watching them grow as the year
progresses, and then later seeing
many of them graduate and take some
of what I have taught with them.”

Home Life: Mrs. Stanzel and her
husband, Bill, who have been mar-
ried for 14 years, have two boys,
Kyle, 12, and Alex, 9. Bill is a
Westfield native.

Trippin’ On Your Promenade:
Prom Anxiety Survival Tips

By ABBY BRAMNICK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

As a senior at Westfield High
School, the stress can be intense. Prom
weekend is the ultimate cure for
senioritis. It is a weekend without
parents or their rules. Teenagers can
have the time of their lives with their
closest friends before embarking on
their separate ways.

Between keeping up grades, apply-
ing and waiting to hear from colleges,
we are a mess. Planning prom week-
end does not help us keep our positive,
cheerful demeanors. It is totally over-
whelming, annoying, and ridiculous.
You have to get a date, shop for some-
thing to wear, and get permission to
go to the shore for a long weekend.
However, for every problem there is a
solution.

When my parents were teenagers,
the most exciting part of prom was the
invitation. Today, getting a date is less
important because so many of us go
with our friends. However, some
people decide to go “old-school” and
set out on a hunt for the perfect date.

What if during this intense search,
the wrong person invites you to the
prom? You know very well that if you
turn them down without a reason you
will break their heart. You cannot lie
and say that you have another date.
What if prom comes along and your
“so-called date” is missing in action?

Saying no because you have to
“wash your hair” will not solve the
stressful situation. You can say, “Oh, I
am so flattered, but someone else has
tentatively invited me. However I have
not made a decision.” No promises,
no backfires, no problem.

Another stressful decision is what
to wear. Finding an original frock that
also looks fab, is a difficult task. If
only we could wave a magic wand,
make a trendy, unique outfit appear,
conjure up a pair of sexy matching
stilettos or tuxedo shoes and “zippity
zappity zoo” a vintage purse or tuxedo
shirt and tie.

Where is the Fairy Godmother when
you need her? Since she seems to have
left the building for a vacation on
Pumpkin Airlines, we look forward to
driving to and from the mall search-
ing, trying on, and returning endless
amounts of taffeta and silk.

What about our hair? Do we wear it
up, down, straight, spiked, curled,
twisted, gelled, or shaved? Do we take
a risk and cut it into something totally
new? As we all know, hair either com-
pliments or detracts from the face, so
consider carefully your mirror image.

Take time to observe your hair, the
texture, the fullness, the weight and
most importantly experiment. Look
through magazine ads for your favor-
ite celebrity hairstyles. Visit your bar-
ber or salon and gather opinions. Ask
your closest friends for their opinions,
(especially your crush), and lastly ask
yourself what makes you feel the most
confident and secure.

Most importantly, the prom is about
Memorial Day weekend. For every
teenager this is the main event. We
will let nothing, I mean nothing, stand
in our way … well, except maybe our
parents.

Not all parents are the same of
course. Some of them are totally will-
ing to let their kids off the leashes for
the weekend. However some will tie
them even tighter to the pole. There is
always one kid, while all of their
friends are renting a big house that is
stuck crying in their room because
their parents won’t let them go.

Eventually trouble will start,
whether it is going without permis-
sion or cutting off communication with
our parents. It is a problem that has to
be solved.

Within every situation there is usu-
ally a middle ground. Parents must
accept that this is our prom, and we
want to have the best time possible.
We understand their concern for our
safety, because we also want to be
safe. However, being safe does not
require us to be locked up in a cage.

My suggestion for the distressed
parent is to take time to have a serious,
non-confrontational conversation with
your teenager. During the meeting,
listen to each other and be open to
suggestions. Keep in mind the other
person’s viewpoint. Parents — most
of all — never forget that you were
once a teenager.

To my fellow peers, do not start
wigging out once you and your par-
ents sit down to talk. That will only
spark a flame for disaster. Just sit,

listen, and act like an adult. If your
parents are contradicting everything
you say, politely tell them that this
conversation has come to an end until
they decide to listen. If things get
heated, take some time to cool off.

Parents and teenagers should pre-
pare a written sheet with personal con-
cerns, suggestions, and compromises
to discuss. If everything else fails, just
pout your lip, shed a tear, and refer to
The Constitution: “Life, Liberty and
the Pursuit of Happiness!” (Focus
mainly on the “liberty” section.)

Lastly, keep a pack of Tums on the
table for sudden spurts of indigestion
and/or heartburn.

Prom weekend, as stressful and
crazy as it may seem, comes and goes
each year dissolving into a senior
memory. We must try to achieve a
positive outcome.

As our crazy-haired 20th century
physicist Albert Einstein said, “A prob-
lem can not be solved with the same
consciousness that created it.” To solve
this massive dilemma we must not use
the same attitudes of anger and frustra-
tion. We must think outside the box for
a solution. Be creative with your opin-
ions and arguments.

If Einstein went to the prom with
that hairdo and survived, then for us, it
should be a “promenade” in the park.

WESTFIELD — The Education
Fund of Westfield will hold its inau-
gural Wine Tasting and Auction
Fundraiser on Saturday, March 20, at
the James Ward Mansion on East
Broad Street in Westfield.

The event will include a selection
of fine wines and cheeses sponsored
by Town & Country Fine Wines &
Spirits Marketplace and light fare
provided by local providers.

A silent auction will be held, offer-
ing sport and theater tickets, a
Westfield “Y” membership, and a
variety of other items donated by
Westfield merchants.

The Education Fund of Westfield
is a non-profit organization formed
in 1991, whose purpose is to provide
a catalyst for the generation and allo-
cation of resources to enhance the
programs for students of the Westfield
Public Schools.

The organization strives to be a
partner of the schools and the com-

munity in the pursuit of excellence,
providing an on-going, centralized
source of additional funds and re-
sources to assist the public schools in
maintaining and enhancing the qual-
ity of education in Westfield.

In the past 10 years, the Education
Fund has allowed teachers at all grade
levels to purchase new equipment
and materials used in their class-
rooms.

Additionally, grants have provided
funds for many larger school based
projects. The fund has raised and
distributed over $150,000 in grants
to the Westfield Public Schools.

Tickets are priced at $75 per per-
son. Checks payable to The Educa-
tion Fund of Westfield may be sent to
The Education Fund of Westfield,
P.O. Box 2221, Westfield, 07091-
2221.

For further information, please e-
mail edfundwinetasting@comcast.net,
or call (908) 317-9813.

SPECIAL VISITORS…Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad volunteers Jeanne
Gladis and Brian Murphy visited Franklin Elementary School in Westfield on
February 3 to answer questions posed by the fifth grade class, and to accept a
$500 donation made by the students. The monies were raised from profits at the
school store, as well as food deliveries made to the classrooms on pizza and bagel
days. Pictured, left to right, are: Ms. Gladis, Mr. Murphy, Assistant Principal
Earl Tankard and Principal Dr. Mary Fleck.

Calderone School of Music
Welcomes New Instructors

EAST HANOVER – The
Calderone School of Music has wel-
comed new teachers Anthony Penn,
John Stumpo and Jacqueline Young.

Mr. Penn holds two Bachelor of Arts
degrees in Brass and Piano from Leba-
non Valley College in Annville, Pa.

Mr. Stumpo earned a Masters of
Music degree from Cilea Music Con-
servatory in Siena, Italy. He played
first trumpet with Montauro Philhar-
monic Orchestra and La Scala Opera
and established the Milan Jazz Trio.
He has also performed throughout
Europe and produced recordings.

Ms. Young holds a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Piano and Voice from
Millersville University in
Millersville, Pa. and has studied at
LaScala for Italian opera.

Approximately 2,000 pupils com-
prise the student body at the

Langton Graduates
Boston University

WESTFIELD – Boston Univer-
sity has reported the winter gradua-
tion of Westfield resident Kelly
Langton. She received a Master of
Arts degree in Medical Science.

Local Rensselaer Pupils
Named to Dean’s List

AREA – Residents of Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Mountainside and Berke-
ley Heights have been placed on the
fall 2003 Dean’s List at Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute in Troy, N.Y.

Scotch Plains resident and senior
Monica Anderson was named to the
roster. She is majoring in interdisci-
plinary science and psychology.

Other honored students include
Brendan Bergen, a Scotch Plains junior,
who is majoring in information technol-
ogy, as well as Matthew McNally, a

junior majoring in psychology.
Mountainside resident Samson Chu,

a senior focusing his studies in elec-
trical engineering, computer and sys-
tems engineering, joined Fanwood
resident Eric Pratt in being placed on
the Dean’s List. Eric is majoring in
computer science.

Evan Finn and Kalyan
Vishnubhatla were also honored for
their academic feats. Evan and
Kaylan are both freshman with un-
declared engineering majors.

LOVE AND MUSIC…Students in Bernadette Hoyer’s Pre-K classes at Brunner
Elementary School in Scotch Plains held a Valentine’s Day celebration for
family members on February 12. The children sang love songs and presented
family members with hand crafted valentine cards. A heart-shaped cake was
baked and decorated by the children and they decorated the classroom with
brightly painted hearts. Pictured, left to right, are: Justin Cunningham,
Andrew Garofalo, Haley Nackonechny, Teddy Willmott and Richie Nardone.

Ottoson Recognized
For Academic Work

WESTFIELD – Wheaton College
in Wheaton, Ill. has revealed that
Westfield resident Elizabeth Ruth
Ottoson has been named to the fall
2003 semester Dean’s List. The
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Ottoson of Westfield, Elizabeth is
majoring in liberal arts nursing.

Academic News Must Be
Confirmed by the School

Caravello, Meierdieck
Placed on Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – James Madi-

son University in Harrisonburg,
Va. has reported that Westfield
residents Jessica Leigh Caravello
and Paul Meierdierck were named
to the fall 2003 semester Dean’s
List.

Philhower Award
Deadline Corrected
WESTFIELD – According to

Westfield Public Schools Office
of School/Community Rela-
tions, the correct deadline date
for receipt of the nominations is
Friday, March 12, not Friday,
March 19.

The Philhower Fellowship
recognizes outstanding teach-
ing by an elementary teacher in
the Westfield Public Schools.

Nominations should be ad-
dressed to: Charles Philhower
Fellowship Committee of the
Rotary Club, c/o Office of the
Superintendent of Schools, 302
Elm Street, Westfield, 07090.

Snow Leopard Adopted
By McKinley Students

CONSERVATION KIDS…Third graders from Ann Minski’s class at
McKinley Elementary School in Westfield display the educational and
adoption materials they received after adopting their snow leopard. Pic-
tured, left to right, are: Halsey Urban, Tessa Reagan, Alex Zivny, Daniel
Connolly, and Ms. Minski.

WESTFIELD – Members of Ann
Minski’s third grade class at
McKinley Elementary School in
Westfield recently adopted a snow
leopard from the International Snow
Leopard Trust, which is dedicated
to the conservation of the endan-
gered snow leopard and their frag-
ile habitat.

Student Daniel Connolly sparked
interest in the snow leopard after
the presentation of an animal re-
port.

The class decided to adopt a snow
leopard so that their financial con-
tribution would help the trust con-
tinue their fight to save the animals.

The class received a package
from the trust that included a snow
leopard stuffed animal and an offi-
cial adoption certificate signed by
the trust’s executive director. Book-
marks and picture postcards for
each student also arrived, as well as
the first copy of the organization’s
quarterly newsletter, which in-
cluded information on the animal
and progress made by the trust.

The students plan to name their
new class mascot — the stuffed
snow leopard. Members of the trust
were pleased to see the students
getting involved in conservation
efforts.

Terrill Pupils, Parents to Polish
Financial Skills During Seminar

SCOTCH PLAINS – As a part of
its young investors education initia-
tive, Smith Barney announced three
of Michelle Londino’s top math-
ematics classes at Terrill Middle
School in Scotch Plains will partici-
pate in the firm’s Sixth Annual Take
Your Parents to School Day pro-
gram.

During the program, which will
be held at Terrill from Tuesday,
February 24 through Thursday, Feb-
ruary 26, Financial Planning Spe-
cialist and Fanwood resident Tho-
mas Beattie will bring the financial
markets to life for the students and
their parents through the firm’s Na-
tional Stock Portfolio Contest.

Also, during the three-day pro-

gram, financial consultants will help
the students and parents develop
basic financial literacy, set both
short- and long-term financial goals,
learn a financial vocabulary, under-
stand the difference between saving
and investing, and discuss how se-
curities are bought and sold.

The program includes students
from approximately 100 classrooms,
representing 18 states.

For more information about the
National Stock Portfolio Contest,
please visit www.smithbarney.com/
yin/home.htm.

OLÉ…Kathy Speir’s Kindergarten PM class at McKinley Elementary School in
Westfield participated in a fiesta to complete a project on Mexican culture,
language, food and customs. The children created their own serapes and sombre-
ros, while parents and family members offered Mexican songs and dances.

SPECIALLY AWARDED…On February 4, members of Foreign Wars Post No.
6259 presented savings bonds and plaques to three Governor Livingston High
School students for their entries into the Voice of Democracy essay/speech compe-
tition. The winners, Alyssa Indar, Molly Schmidt, Maggie Edinger and Matt
Taeschler, wrote speeches on the topic, “My Commitment to America’s Future.”
The winning speeches were selected from over 250 entries submitted by students in
American history classes. The faculty advisor for the contest was Scott McKinney.

Calderone School of Music in East
Hanover and Springfield. The
school offers private lessons on all
instruments and voice, and
Kindermusik classes from birth to
7 years of age for pre-school chil-
dren, and those not yet ready for
private instruction.

For more information, please call
(973) 428-0405.

Pingry Head Reports
Honor Roll Students

BERNARDS TOWNSHIP –
Headmaster John Neiswender of The
Pingry School has announced the
names of students who were re-
cently appointed to the Middle
School’s Second Quarter Honor Roll,
for the period beginning November
3 and ending on January 16.

The roster recognizes the stu-
dents who have achieved a “B+”
average or better with no indi-
vidual grade lower than a “B-”.

WESTFIELD – Grade 7
Brendan Burgdorf William Weldon

WESTFIELD – Grade 8
Elizabeth Lynch Gordon Peeler

Adrienne Spiegel

MOUNTAINSIDE – Grade 8
Erik Moss

FANWOOD – Grade 7
Marguerite Bonadies

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – Grade 8
John Soo Hoo

Wine Tasting, Auction Will
Aid Education Fund of WF
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TOMASSO, SHAFFER, HEWIT TRIUMPH WITH PINS

Linden Tiger Wrestlers Rip
Wounded Blue Devils, 49-21

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Most predators stalk the injured
and ailing of their prey and leave the
healthy alone. The 8-2 Linden High
School Tigers sensed that a wounded
and ailing Westfield wrestling team
had wandered into their lair, so they
capitalized with a 49-21 victory on
February 11.

Five starters, which included four
of their top performers – Rob Mench
(103-lbs), Sam Kramer (112-lbs),
Tom DelDuca (145-lbs) and Chris
Johnson (189-lbs) –, were absent from
the lineup, leaving the 6-11 Blue
Devils vulnerable in Tiger land. Of
the healthy remainder, 152-lb Lee
Tomasso, 160-lb Andrew Shaffer and
130-lb Craig Hewit recorded falls
and 145-lb Dave Israelow won by
decision.

“It’s tough, missing all these key
guys. It’s tough to stay positive, but
we are doing our best. We are trying
to set our goals for the districts.
Hopefully, we will turn it back up for
districts,” commented Tomasso.

After the Tigers won the first bout
(140-lbs) by fall, Israelow scored
two first period barrel roll takedowns
on Marco Renderos to take a 4-2
lead. Israelow added another
takedown in the second period and
yielded an escape, but Renderos tied
the bout with a three-point near fall
before Israelow was awarded a pen-
alty point to earn the 7-6 victory.

Tomasso scored a takedown and
stacked Eric Meikla in 1:11 with an
arm bar, tight waist combination.
Shaffer, a sophomore, rooted Kareem
Absolu off the ground with three
double leg lift takedowns and added
an escape and another takedown be-
fore clamping him with an arm bar
and chin hook in 4:28 to give the

Blue Devils a 15-6 team lead.
“I tried to get in on him and break

him down with a shuffle, but I

couldn’t get him over, so I popped
him up and tried to break him down

WATSON, COYT, BACHI PIN; DENICH, FERRARA, MDs

Raider Wrestlers Crumble
‘BrH2O’ Panthers, 53-21

COCOZZIELLO BUCKETS 25 PTS, BRYANT HITS 18

Blue Devil Cagers Bewilder
Dickinson Ram Boys, 72-53

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Exhibiting superior speed, supe-
rior play setting and superior talent,
the Westfield High School boys bas-
ketball team tuned up for the open-

ing round of the Union County tour-
nament on February 17 by handing
the Dickinson Rams from Jersey City
a, 72-53, setback on February 11.
Blue Devil senior guard Jan
Cocozziello pumped in 25 points,

including 11 in the first quarter, and
added seven assists. Additionally, he
grabbed four rebounds and swiped
four steals. Branden Hairston led the
10-12 Rams with 18 points.

With sleight of hand, the Blue
Devils accumulated 13 steals and
controlled the boards with 36 re-
bounds. Senior forward Terrence
Bryant, who was consistent through-
out, fired in 18 points and pulled
down six rebounds. Junior point guard
Eric Hayes burned the net with nine
points. Tyshon Blackmon and Joe
Korfmacher each finished with eight
points and positioned themselves well
enough to pull down 12 rebounds.
Bryan Power commanded attention
with eight rebounds and two points
Cocozziello, Hayes and Power shared
the convincing play setting duties.

The most offensively minded quar-
ter was the first quarter with the Blue
Devils getting a 22-17 upper hand.
Cocozziello included a 3-pointer in
his 11-point bombardment. Bryant
pushed in seven points while
Korfmacher and Blackmon scored
two points each.

The Blue Devils added three more
point to their lead in the second
quarter, outscoring the Rams, 16-13.
With the tempo accelerating on both
sides, Cocozziello and Hayes seized
the opportunity not only to make
steals but also to finish them with lay
ups. Bryant excited the crowd by
dropping in a bomb from outside the
perimeter, opening up the Blue Dev-
ils’ halftime lead to 38-30.

Stronger defense mellowed the

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

While waiting for a showdown
with Mendham and, possibly, host
Phillipsburg in the North Jersey,
Group 3, Section 2 tournament on
February 17, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling team
crumbled the Bridgewater-Raritan
Panthers, 53-21, in Bridgewater on
February 14. The 15-2 Raiders won
10 of the 14 bouts – three pins, two
majority decisions, one decision and
four forfeits.

Raiders AJ Watson (145-lbs), Pedro
Coyt (160-lbs) and Charlie Bachi (189-

lbs) recorded falls while Dave
DeNichilo (103-lbs) and Ronnie
Ferrara (119-lbs) came up with im-
pressive majority decisions. Pat Mineo
(135-lbs) recorded a 6-0 decision.

Beginning at 125-lbs, the Panthers
won via fall then Steve Mineo re-
ceived a forfeit at 130. Pat Mineo
scored two high crotch takedowns on
Eric Radwanski and showed his bot-
tom position improvement by add-
ing a standup, go behind reversal in
the third period. Mineo constantly
worked for the pin but the stubborn
Radwanski would not cooperate.

“I feel I really dominated on my

feet. As I got on top, he was tough to
turn. I have been working on bottom
in the wrestling room. I feel so com-
fortable on bottom that I can get out
every time,” said Pat Mineo. “My
conditioning is good. We’ve been
working really hard, getting ready to
go to Phillipsburg to wrestle two
tough teams.”

After no Panther showed up on the
mat to challenge Eric Connolly at
140-lbs, Watson used his length to
record two takedowns, a leg scissor
of the waist with a power half near
fall, an escape and another takedown

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING PAST A RAM…Blue Devil senior forward Tyshon Blackmon, No. 21,
added a bit of flare on his way to the basket against Dickinson. CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PULLING OFF THE BARREL ROLL…Blue Devil Dave Israelow, bottom, pulls off a barrel roll (dump) takedown on
Tiger Marco Renderos in the 145-lb bout. Israelow executed three, barrel rolls and added a penalty point to win, 7-6.
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THE GOOD TIMES…Exchange stu-
dent Mareika Freiss, No. 45, return-
ing to her native Germany at end of
the school year, will carry with her
many fond memories while playing
for The Raiders.

KLIMOWICZ SCORES 18 PTS; BURKE, RUSSELL SINK 8

Raider Basketballers Tame
Lincoln Lady Lions, 56-31

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Control of the boards, a choking
man-to-man defense, accurate pass-
ing and shooting earned the 15-5
Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls’ bas-
ketball team a lopsided,
56-31, regular-season
victory over 13-7 Lin-
coln High School of Jer-
sey City in Scotch Plains
on February 13. Hillary
Klimowicz fired in a
game-high 18 points,
pulled down eight re-
bounds, blocked two
shots and snatched two
steals.

Raider Jenny Burke
totaled eight points,
seven assists, three re-
bounds and three robber-
ies. Jen Russell sank
eight points, pulled down
four rebounds and had
three steals. Maura
Gillooly connected for
seven points, including
a three-bagger, and had
four assists and three re-
bounds. Elizabeth
DeCataldo scored six
points. Allie Zazzali had
three points, a steal, one
rebound and an assist.
Lauren Benovengo
scored three points.
Ashley Anderson led
Lincoln with 11 points.

The Raiders ruled from
the beginning, moving the
ball inside to Klimowicz
who burned the net with
six points. Russell poked
in four, Gillooly banged a
3-pointer and DeCataldo
scored two for a 15-7 first
quarter lead.

The Raiders continued with a 12-
6 run led by Klimowicz’s eight-point
bombardment to open a 27-13, half-
time lead. DeCataldo and Burke each
added two points.

Reserves Katie Feely (two assists,
one steal), Zazzali, Benevengo, Loni
Kaye (one point) did an outstanding
job in the third quarter and dished out
an 18-8 serving to the undersized
Lions. The Raiders muscled their
play with 11 points in the final quar-
ter with Burke contributing six points.

“From the onset of the season, we
have really improved and are play-
ing much better,” explained Burke.
“We’re heading into the counties with
a positive outlook and we really,
really want to win it all this year, so

I believe our hard work will accom-
plish that. Our mantrap defense will
help us a lot and we’re capable of
changing our defenses. Offensively,
we rely on Hillary, but this is a team
that has excellent shooters and we’re
able to drive to the basket. My men-
tality early in the season was to pass
first and shoot second and that proved
to hurt the team at times, so Coach
Homm instructed me to drive to the
basket more often and that has proven
to be successful.”

Junior Mareika Freiss, a six-month

exchange student who will be return-
ing to her native Hamburg, Germany
after the season said, “I did not ex-
pect to play on such a good team, so
I was very happy to have been given
this opportunity. These are great girls

and they accepted me so
well. It was a great expe-
rience and a good time.
I’m very grateful and I
will miss them all.”

With just five games in
the loss column, two to
Shabazz, Paterson
Eastside, a very good
Pennsylvania team and a
one-point loss against a
Florida team, the Raiders
appear ready for the UCT
championship and the
State tournament.

“This year we went out
and picked up some
tougher competition and
I think playing those
games is going to help
us,” said Homm. “Three
of the losses could of gone
either way. They learned
to play in big games that
carry with them lots of
pressures. As you come
up against the next one,
you know what it’s all
about and approach it
with a bit less nervous-
ness and that’s what you
need to do. I’m hoping
we caught up now and
the experience gained
from that will enable us
to move on.”

The top-seeded Raid-
ers stopped New Provi-
dence, 56-23, in the UCT
opening round on Febru-
ary 16 and continue play

against the winner of the (8-9 seed)
Johnson-Hillside game. With a vic-
tory, the Raiders will battle the
Plainfield-Dayton, (4-5 seed) winner.

“It’s not going to be an easy road
but I like our bracket,” said Homm.
“Union Catholic, the team that beat
us last year, Roselle Catholic, Lin-
den and Union are all in the other
bracket. We are favored to win it all,
but we have to go out and do the job,
but I like our chances.”
Lincoln   7   6   8 10 31
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 15 12 18 11 56

to his hips, get him to his back,”
explained Shaffer. “I really wanted a
pin after not doing well in the county
tournament. He’s in our district. I
figured a pin would be good for my
seed.”

Looking further ahead, Shaffer
added, “I’m going to get in a pro-
gram over the summer, do a lot of
wrestling. I want at least 80 to 100
matches over the summer.”

The lead began to crumble at 171-
lbs when Blue Devil Alex Lewis
dropped a tough, 8-6, overtime bout
to Tiger Norbert Sieczkowski. From
that point, the Tigers rolled to a 46-
15 team lead with two pins, a major-
ity decision, a decision and three
forfeits.

Hewit wasted no time on Tiger Jon
Morek, recording a front headlock,
walk around takedown before pin-
ning him in 48 seconds with a chin
half nelson and an arm bar.

“We were missing some essential
wrestlers, so I had to put that in the
back of my head and go out there and
wrestle with some fire and inten-
sity,” said Hewit. “I put on a front
headlock and went around the back.
I got a ball and chain underneath and,
when his arm came up, I ran the
half.”

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
140: — Dom Principato (L) p. Joe Corea, :51
145: — Israelow (W) d. Renderos, 7-6
152: — Tomasso (W) p. Meikla, 1:11
160: — Shaffer (W) p. Absolu, 4:28
171: — Sieczkowski (L) d. Lewis, 8-6 OT
189: — Nick Dutto (L) p. Scott Saggio, 3:27

215: — Julio Loperena (L) d. Steve
Cruikshank, 12-6
Hwt: — Ronell Orr (L) p. Nick Gismondi, 3:00
103: — Ron Rodrigues (L) won forfeit
112: — Mike Pisarki (L) md. Matt Kamal, 9-1
119: — Ralph Celestin (L) won forfeit
125: — Bill Cooper (L) won forfeit
130: — Hewit (W) p. Morek, :48
135: — Mark Horzepa (L) d. Mark Boyd, 13-6

Linden Tiger Wrestlers Rip
Wounded Blue Devils, 49-21

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLOCKING A LION…Controlling the boards, blocking shots
and firing in a game high 18-points was the order of the day for
center Hillary Klimowicz, No. 34. The Raiders caged the Lincoln
Lions of Jersey City, 56-31, in Scotch Plains on February 13.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Raider Cagers Clip
Cardinal Boys, 74-71

The return of sophomore center
Derrick Caracter seemed to make a
difference as the 10th-ranked Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
basketball team clipped the No. 14
Plainfield Cardinals, 74-71, in Scotch
Plains on February 12. Caracter
halted the 13-8 Raiders’ five-game
losing streak with a 33-point bom-
bardment.

Caracter, who netted 15 of his
points in the fourth quarter, tied the
game, 66-66, with a two-pointer then
teammate Sean Fuller, who sank 12
points, banged in a 3-pointer with
less than a minute remaining. Martise
Gillam bucketed two free throws to
give the Raiders comfort in the wan-
ing seconds.

Gillam, who totaled 15 points, fin-
ished 9-for-9 from the line and
Caracter was 12-15 from the line.
Michael Johnson and Lance Thomas
each put in seven points. Mike Gor-
don scored 26 points for the 18-3
Cardinals.
Plainfield 11 20 14 26 71
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 12 20 18 24 74

Area High School
Wrestling Results:

FEBRUARY 11:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 64, Eliza-
beth 10

KEY BOUTS:
189: — Andrew Silber (S) p. Marquis
Maples5:43
215: — Chris Michel (E) p. Mark
Giannaci, 3:52
Hwt: — Andrew Loomis (S) won forfeit
103: — Rahman Fuquan (E) md. Dave
DeNichilo, 9-1
112: — Sal Gano (S) d. Eric Ogada, 6-2
119: — Ricky Olsen (S) d. Ranfi
Jimenez, 13-6
125: — Ron Ferrara (S) p. Troy Murray,
1:18
130: — Derek Francavilla (S) p. Elliot
Sessoms, 2:35
135: — Steve Mineo (S) tf. Dave Mollyk,
15-0, 2:39
140: — Pat Mineo (S) p. Lloyd, :37
145: — Eric Connolly (S) tf. Anthony
Davis, 15-0, 1:47
152: — Andre Melendez (S) p. Lorjuste, :52
160: — Pedro Coyt (S) p. Johnson, :47
171: — Yoav Nudell (S) won forfeit

Roselle Park 39, New Providence 25
KEY BOUTS:

103: — Adel Afzal (N) d. Kevin Blatt, 12-8
119: — Ross Baldwin (N) p. Ross
Soares, 3:50
125: — Jon Reedy (N) d. Joe Blackford, 6-3
140: — Troy MacDermant (R) d. Marc
Neuwirth, 7-4
189: — Shane Mallory (N) d. Chris
Bouhoutsos, 6-1

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE FINISHING TOUCHES…Blue Devil Andrew Shaffer, top, turns Tiger
Kareem Absolu with an arm bar and later adds a chin hook to get the pin in 4:28
in the 160-lb bout.
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Blue Devil Cagers Bewilder
Dickinson Ram Boys, 72-53

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Raider Wrestlers Crumble
‘BrH2O’ Panthers, 53-21

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

scoring in the third quarter. The Blue
Devils hung tight to the Rams and
spread out the scoring, taking a 14-
10 edge in the quarter to gain a 52-40
lead. Cocozziello, Bryant and Billy
Hearon netted four points each. To-
wards the end of the quarter, Mike
Venezia and Blackmon broke through
the Ram defense for the easy score.

The scoring tempo increased in
the final quarter with the Blue Devils
maintaining the lion’s share.
Cocozziello rolled in two dazzling,
spinning lay ups and totaled six points
in the quarter. Blackmon and

Korfmacher displayed their physical
dominance with four points and
Bryant showed his flare with three
points.

The 12-6 Blue Devils have been on
a four-game winning streak, which
included a blowout over Cranford
and a victory over Linden, after drop-
ping a squeaker to Scotch Plains-
Fanwood on January 27. Having re-
ceived the sixth seed in the county
tournament, the Blue Devils were set
to play Summit on February 18.
Dickinson 17 13 10 13 53
Westfield 22 16 14 20 72

before flattening Panther Noah
Hercky in 2:46 with a single grape-
vine and power half.

Pleased, Watson explained, “I got
a takedown from a front headlock
then worked the bar in and got a tilt
from that. In the second period, I got
another front head lock and from
there I put in legs and a half again.
My conditioning was pretty good.”

The Panthers got a pin at 152-lbs

but Coyt at 160-lbs overwhelmed
Matt Fischer in 2:54 with a double
grapevine and a head smother. No
one opposed Raider Andrew Silber
at 171-lbs then Bachi settled Andrew
Johnston with a cradle in 41 seconds.

In the feature showdown of the
afternoon, Raider Marc Fabiano
dropped a rugged, 5-2, decision at
215-lbs to Panther freshman phenom

Roy Dragon, son of Roselle Park
Panther standout Roy Dragon.
Dragon scored a defensive takedown
in the first period, after Fabiano’s
attempt at a double leg came up
short, and added a near fall in the
second to up his record to 22-3.

Raider heavyweight Andrew
Loomis received a forfeit then
DeNichilo went to work on Andrew
Conkin beginning with a takedown

and two three-point near falls in the
first period. He added a takedown
and a two-point tilt in the second
period and a reversal in the third
period to record a 14-0 shutout.

Happy with the overall perfor-
mance, “Especially my double arm
bar,” said DeNichilo. “I was about an
inch away from pinning him. I did
what I could.”

Ferrara pulled a snap down
takedown and a quick tilt to take a 4-
0 lead over Panther Dan Liss. He
increased his lead to 9-2 in the sec-
ond period with a double leg
takedown, a penalty point and a step
over reversal while yielding a rever-
sal. Ferrara added a penalty point in
the third to win a 10-2 majority deci-
sion.

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
125: — Jeff Ruggini (B) p. Damian Gibbs,
3:40
130: — Steve Mineo (S) won forfeit
135: — P. Mineo (S) d. Radwanski, 6-0
140: — Eric Connolly (S) won forfeit
145: — AJ Watson (S) p. Hercky, 2:46
152: — Matt Flood (B) p. Andre
Melendez, 3:35
160: — Coyt (S) p. Fischer, 2:54
171: — Andrew Silber (S) won forfeit
189: — Bachi (S) p. Johnston, :41
215: — Dragon (B) d. Fabiano, 5-2
Hwt: — Andrew Loomis (S) won forfeit
103: — DeNichilo (S) md. Conkin, 14-0
112: — Dan Bomeo (B) p. Gano, 1:13
119: — Ferrara (S) md. Liss, 10-2

Westfield’s Bill Jordan Says
‘Know What’s in Your House’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Potential gold mines could be col-
lecting dust in your own attic!
Westfield real estate agent Bill Jor-
dan, who for years, had been active
in Westfield youth sports programs,
got quite a pleasant surprise when
evaluating a house in Kenilworth last
summer.

Jordan was asked to evaluate the
house owned by Isabella Hartnett,
who had just passed away. Her hus-
band Dick Hartnett passed away 10
years prior and had been a scout for
the New York Yankees. Hartnett was
also related to baseball great Gabby
Hartnett.

“As I walked in the front door, I
saw a uniform sitting on a chair with
the number 41 on it with no team
name,” said Jordan. “It was an old
gray uniform with the sleeves cut off.
As I looked at the back collar, I saw
the name L. Gehrig stitched into the
collar.”

Jordan called Westfield resident
Matt Loughlin, formerly of TV 3,
who, in turn, called David Hunt from

Exeton, Pa., who auctions sports
memorabilia.

According to Jordan, Hunt said,
“Can you take a picture of the uni-
form?”

“I did and e-mailed it to him,” said
Jordan. “He called me and said, ‘safe-
guard it. Send it to me. Insure it for a
lot of money’.”

Jordan also noticed the number 39
stitched on the tail of
the uniform. It was a
1939 Yankees road uni-
form, Gehrig’s last year
in the majors. The uni-
form, indeed, did be-
long to Gehrig. It was
restored to its original
condition.

“They put the num-
ber 4 on it because it
was his number. The rea-
son it had 41 on it was
because the year after
major leaguers stopped
playing, they (uniforms)
were sent down to the
minor leagues and they
put a different number
on them,” explained Jor-
dan.

The uniform sold in
an auction in Atlantic
City on October 25,
2003 for $110,000 to an
unknown, anonymous
buyer. The money went

to the Hartnett estate.
What was Jordan’s take in this

find? “I got zilch,” he chuckled. “I
got the listing.”

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CELEBRATING THEIR LAST HOME GAME …Blue Devil basketball senior
standouts Joe Korfmacher, No. 22, Tyshon Blackmon, No. 21 and Jan Cocozziello,
No. 30, celebrate their last hoorah with a, 62-44 victory over the Dickinson Rams
in Westfield on February 17.

GL’s Carmody Wins 2
At State Group Track
Governor Livingston Highlander

Mike Carmody crossed first in the
400-meters with a time of 50.35 and
first in the 800-meters in 1:57.01 then
anchored the third place 4x400 relay
team that finished in 3:34.62 to help
his team place second with 26 points
in the NJ Group 2 boys indoor track
and field championships at Princeton’s
Jadwin Gym on February 15. Pope
John captured the title with 47 points.

The GL girls placed sixth in their
group with five points when Chris-
tine McCurdy tied for third in the
high jump with a height of 5’0”.
Emily MacNeil finished fourth in
the 800-meters at 2:21.03 and the
4x400-relay team crossed fifth at
4:10.53 to help the Westfield girls tie
for seventh in the Group 3 meet with
six points. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
placed sixth in the 4x400 at 4:11.33.
Brian Kopnicki finished fourth in the
3,200-meters with a time of 9:51.88
to help the Raider boys tie for 17th
with four points.

Powell Pins Three
For Muhlenberg Coll.
Allentown, Pa. – Freshman Ethan

Powell of Westfield and the
Muhlenberg College wrestling team
went 3-0 in a home quadrangular
meet on February 14. Powell scored
three first-period pins to earn a spot
on the Centennial Conference
Weekly Honor Roll.

Powell, who weighed in at 157,
moved up to 174 against Baptist Bible
and needed just 71 seconds to flatten
his larger foe. The other two pins
came at 165. His 42-second fall
against Elizabethtown was the fast-
est of his career.

Muhlenberg defeated Washington
& Lee, 54-0, Elizabethtown, 37-12,
and Baptist Bible, 37-18. Muhlenberg
is 7-13, 2-3 in the Centennial Con-
ference.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TREASURE IN THE ATTIC…Bill Jordan displays
Lou Gehrig’s uniform.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A STANDING CRADLE…Raider Charlie Bachi, top, clamps Panther Andrew
Johnston with a cradle and pins him in 41 seconds in the 189-lb bout.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COLLECTING BACK POINTS…Raider Dave DeNichilo, top, collects back
points on Panther Andrew Conkin in the 103-lb bout. DeNichilo won a 14-0
majority decision. See additional photo on page 14.

Women’s Softball
Forming in Westfield
An adult woman’s softball

league is now forming in Westfield
for the spring season. Ages 18 and
older are invited to register. This
newly forming intramural league
has the emphasis on fun. Games
will start in late April and continue
through June.

To register, please email Sara Braun
at NJBRAUNS@WEBSPAN.NET
or call (908) 654-0894
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FSPY Girl Swimmers Battle
Montclair and Summit Ys

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA girls B swim team took on
the Montclair and Summit YMCAs
in a tri-meet in Scotch Plains on
January 24.

In the individual medley, (9-10)
Gabrielle Titone was third and Emma
Cavaliere sixth. (11-12s) Emily
O’Halloran and Kim Many touched
3-5, while (13-18) Bianca Pacheco
was fifth.

In freestyle, (8U) Hannah Greaney
finished first. (9-10s) Gabrielle Titone
and Melissa Whittaker touched 2-6.
(11-12s) Rebecca Clapp and Cassie
Green finished 1-2. Kate Flor-
Stagnato and Cheryl Monteiro were
2-3 in the second heat. (13-18) Kim
Kleisch took fourth.

In breaststroke, (8Us) Hannah
Greaney and Caroline Lesce took

third and fifth. Madeline Krema and
Caroline Ross were 1-3 in the second
heat. (9-10) Jessica Cronin was third.
(11-12s) Emily O’Halloran and Julia
Ross touched 4-5, while Katie
Gartner was third in the second heat.
(13-18) Amanda Gianni and Lindsay
Hauptman finished 3-4 in the 200
yard. Judy Fitzpatrick was third in
the second heat.

In backstroke, (8Us) Nina Valente
finished fifth and Tiffany Inacker
was fourth in the second heat. (9-10)
Megan Hoerner took fourth. (11-12s)
Rebecca Clapp and Cassie Green
touched 1-3. (13-18) Carol Monteiro
was fourth.

In butterfly, (8U) Sara Hoerner
and (9-10) Jess Cronin took fifth.
(11-12s) Kim Many and Melissa
Fitzgibbons touched 3-6 in the first
heat, while Julia Weigel and Taylor
Guiffre were 1-2 in the second. (13-
18) Jillian Hobson was third.

In the freestyle relays, (8Us) C.
Lesce, N. Valente, C. Ross and H.
Greaney took second. (9-10s) Jess
Cronin, Megan Hoerner, Emma
Cavaliere and Gabrielle Titone
touched third. (11-12s) K. Many, R.
Clapp, C. Green and Cheryl Monteiro
finished second.

Westfield ‘Y’ Devilfish Compete
In ‘Y’ Bronze Championships
Hours of practice and thousands of

laps paid off for nine swimmers who
represented the Westfield “Y” Dev-
ilfish at the New Jersey YMCA’s
Bronze Swimming Championships
held at Ocean County YMCA. Maeve
Maloney, Meghan Myers and Robert
Sinisi led Westfield’s impressive
showing with two top-placing fin-
ishes each.

Taking more than six seconds off
her previous best time, nine-year-old
Maloney placed fourth in the 50 but-
terfly and 13th in the 50 backstroke.
Meg Myers, age nine, placed ninth in
the 100 IM and 14th in the 50 breast-
stroke. Swimming two personal best
times, 12-year-old Robert Sinisi
placed fifth in the 50 fly and sixth in
the 50 free.

Top finishes were also awarded to
Anastasia Bogdanovski and Krysta
Huber. Bogdanovski, age 10, took
seventh in the 100 IM. Posting per-
sonal best times, Huber, age nine,
took ninth in the 50 free and finished
strong in the 50 back. Strong swims
from Meg Anderson and Kayla
Krasnoo in the 50 breaststroke, Emily
Smith in the 50 free and Rebecca
Wynne in the 100 IM rounded out
Westfield’s championship offensive.

The Westfield “Y” Devilfish swim
team is a competitive team for chil-
dren and teens ages 6-18. Partici-
pants compete against other YMCAs
in both dual and invitational meets.
Swimmers who meet qualifying stan-
dards have the option of participat-
ing in regional and national meets.

FEBRUARY 10:
Linden 60, Scotch Plains-Fanwood 48

Gavin Ford netted 15 points and Sean Fuller
scored 10 for the Raiders. Mike Henderson put up
21 for the Tigers.

Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 18 11   5 14 48
Linden 10 22 18 10 60

Union Catholic 61, Technology 44
Shannon Brown pumped in 21 points and Mike

Seamon sank seven and had five steals.

Technology 14 18   6   6 44
Union Catholic 13 19 18 11 61

FEBRUARY 13:
Westfield 48, Hudson Catholic 43

Terrance Bryant scored 13 points while Jan
Cocozziello and Eric Hayes each put in nine for the
Blue Devils who extended their winning streak to
five games.

Westfield 14   8 16 10 48
Hudson Catholic 12   6 15 10 43

Immaculata 49, Governor Livingston 47
Bryan Beal scored 11 points for the Highland-

ers while Mike Amalfe and Jon Moss each pumped
in 10 points and Jason Hollowell sank nine.

Immaculata 12   6 15 16 49
Gov. Livingston 16   4 15 12 47

UNION COUNTY TOURNAMENT:
Governor Livingston 56, New Providence 44

Mike Amalfe pumped in 18 points for the 9-10

Highlanders while Jason Hollowell put in 12 points
and Jon Moss made 10.

New Providence   9 23   8   4 44
Gov. Livingston 17 13 15 11 56

Cranford 79, Johnson 49
Terrence Grier scored 23 points for the victo-

rious Cougars and Dan Castaldo nette4d 11 for
the Crusaders.

Johnson 14   6 20   9 49
Cranford 25 22 17 15 79

Dayton 58, Brearley 53
Joe Furnaguera scored 17 points for the 7-12

Bulldogs in the win while Nick Mascaro and Dorron
King each netted 15 for the 17-1 Bears.

Dayton 13 11 18 16 58
Brearley 11   8 17 17 53

Union 69, Union Catholic 51
Shannon Brown scored 13 points for the Vi-

kings while Mike Farawell sank 10 points and
Greg Crudup nailed nine.

Union Catholic   9 15 11 16 51
Union 15 16 19 19 69

Roselle 70, Oratory 60
Jonathan Hart scored 26 points to break the

1,000-point career barrier for the Rams. Mike
Maolucci pumped in 23 points for Oratory.

Oratory 17 11 18 14 60
Roselle   7 25 21 17 70

FEBRUARY 10:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 84, Kearny 32

Hillary Klimowicz laid in 16 points and Jen
Burke scored 13 while Mareika Friess and Maura
Gillooly each had 12 points.

Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 26 20 21 17 84
Kearny 10 10   4   8 32

Union Catholic 41, North Plainfield 27
Lauren Huber fired in 16 points and Leslie

Hendricks sank 10 for the Vikings.

Union Catholic   6 12 10 13 41
North Plainfield   5   9   5   8 27

FEBRUARY 13:
Union Catholic 49, Roselle 33

Ali Farawell bucketed 15 points and Lauren
Huber scored nine for the Vikings.

Roselle (10-10) 12   2 12   7 33
Union Cath. (11-8)   8 15 19   7 49

UNION COUNTY TOURNAMENT:
Union 53, Westfield 21

Lauren Sinnenberg scored six points.

Westfield (0-21)   8   0   4   9 21
Union (7-15) 16 13 11 13 53

Mother Seton 47, Governor Livingston 37
Sarah Glacken scored 17 points for the High-

landers.

Mother Seton   7 12   7 21 47
Gov. Livingston   5 15   6 11 37

New Providence 46, Kent Place 35
Laura Hart scored 11 points for the Pioneers.

Kent Place 10 13   4   8 35
New Providence 15 11   6 14 46

Scotch Plains-Fanwood 56, New Providence 23
Hillary Klimowicz had 12 points and 12 re-

bounds and Jen Russell had 11 points and nine
rebounds.

New Providence   2   7   8   6 23
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 22 13 13   8 56

Cranford 47, Elizabeth 37
Melissa Montalvo scored 16 for the Cougars.

Cranford 13 11 11 12 47
Elizabeth   0 11 12 14 37

Linden 58, Union 34
Cecilia Green scored 23 points for the Tigers.

Union   8   9   6 11 34
Linden 14 22 11 11 58

Oak Knoll 42, Dayton 36
Royal Courtney Hubschmann had 23 points.

Oak Knoll 11 10 12   9 42
Dayton   7 10 10   9 36

Johnson 50, Hillside 46
Stephanie Parrott netted 18 points for the Cru-

saders.

Hillside 13   6 13 14 46
Johnson   8 13 17 12 50

Rahway 52, Plainfield 49
Brittany Wright sank 22 points for the Indians.

Rahway   9 13 18 12 52
Plainfield 12 13   9 15 49

Roselle Catholic 46, Roselle 43
Meaghan Malone put in 17 points for the Lions.

Roselle 11   9 10 13 43
Roselle Catholic 13 14   7 12 46

County High School Boys
Varsity Basketball Results:

County High School Girls
Varsity Basketball Results:

Courtesy of Karen Clarkson for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING AFTER THE PUCK…Blue Devils James Morton, No. 21, and Jacob
Stevens-Haas, No. 31, chase the puck in the Junior Varsity game against
Bridgewater-Raritan on February 12 in Woodbridge.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALSO COLLECTING BACK POINTS…Raider AJ Watson works for a body
scissor and a power half nelson to collect back points on Panther Noah Hercky
in the 145-lb bout. Watson pinned Hercky in 2:48.

POSTERS
The Westfield Leader and The Times
has the capability to make large color
posters (24x18 and smaller) of sports
photos, or any photos you may wish to
have reproduced. Prices are reasonable.
Call David Corbin at (908) 232-4407
or e-mail Dave for information at
dcorbin@goleader.com.
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Carol Tener
NJAR Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award ’03 Gold

Joyce Taylor
NJAR Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award ’03 Gold

Lois Berger
NJAR Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award ’03 Silver

Elizabeth Bataille
NJAR Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award ’03 Silver

Susan Dinan
NJAR Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award ’03 Silver

Cathy Splinter
NJAR Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award ’03 Silver

Patricia “Pat” Plante
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’03 Bronze

Marilyn Rinaldo
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’03 Bronze

Anne Sank-Davis
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’03 Bronze

Mary Ellen O’Boyle
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’03 Bronze

Julie Murphy
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’03 Bronze

Theone Matz
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’03 Bronze

Donald “Don” Husch
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’03 Bronze

Sharon Lies
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’03 Bronze

Susan Massa
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’03 Bronze

Wende Gates
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’03 Bronze

Elaine Demyen
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’03 Bronze

Ilene Cuccaro
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’03 Bronze

Kevin Barry
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’03 Bronze

Laura Brockway
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’03 Bronze

Lee Corcoran
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’03 Bronze

Francesca Azzara
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’03 Bronze

Joyce Antone
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’03 Bronze

Rosalyn “Roz”Alexander
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’03 Bronze

Lynne Wagner
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’03 Bronze

Cathy Tomlinson
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’03 Bronze

Beth Sullivan
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’03 Bronze

Jill Skibinsky
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’03 Bronze

Rebecca Wampler
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’03 Bronze

Anne Weber
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’03 Bronze

Susan Wilson
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’03 Bronze

Patricia Connolly
NJAR Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award ’03 Silver

NJAR
Circle of Excellence Sales Award 2003

—GOLD—

NJAR
Circle of Excellence Sales Award 2003

—SILVER—

NJAR
Circle of Excellence Sales Award 2003

—BRONZE—

A Special 
Thank You

To The Many 
Extraordinary Professionals

Exceeding Expectations 
at Burgdorff ERA

www.burgdorff.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE
600 North Avenue West ■ Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-0065
For all your mortgage needs call ERA Mortgage at 1-888-421-3813

Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated. 

These award-winning professionals have
distinguished themselves as the best in 

the industry by living our vision each day
while achieving high production levels.

Our dedicated sales associates apply
Burgdorff's mission of total integrity, 
by demonstrating a commitment to

excellence with superior customer service. 

My sincere thanks to them for all they
bring to our company and our clients.

Congratulations!

Pat Hoferkamp,
President and COO 
of Burgdorff ERA

CLASSIFIEDSHELP WANTED

Classic Thyme - FT and PT Pos.
Avail., Must work some weekends.
Retail Store, Cooking School
Instructor, Children’s B’day Party
Instructor, Children’s B’day Party
Assistant. Call (908) 232-5445.

HOUSE CLEANING

LET  US  CLEAN
House Cleaning
by appointment

Call: (908) 654-4305
(908) 966-5434

HELP WANTED

Bookkeeper: Borough of Fanwood
is seeking a full-time bookkeeper.
Experience in accounts receivable
and payable; payroll procedures
and Microsoft Word and Excel
programs. Send resume to
Administrator, Borough of
Fanwood, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, NJ 07023.

SAT VERBAL TUTORING

In-Home Small Group Verbal
Tutoring. 18 Years Experience.
Now Scheduling for June SAT.

(201) 339-9716 Evenings

AFTER SCHOOL CARE NEEDED

Babysitter in my Scotch Plains
home. 2 children ages 7 & 9.
3 - 6pm Tues thru Friday. Must
have own car w/excellent driving
record. Non-Smokers only.
References a must. (908) 654-9635

AUTO FOR SALE

‘02 Honda Accord SE - 4 door
Excellent Condition, Sunroof,

Silver, 17 K miles
Lease $298 per month.

Call (917) 596-3313

EDUCATION

TEACHER - Head Teacher
Immediate, full-time position

temporary. BA a must.
Experienced preferred.

Call Cheryl @ (908) 518-0900

Reader & Advisor
Help on All Problems of Life.

(908) 789-8582
All Readings 1/2 Price with Ad

104 North Ave., Westfield

ASTROLOGY
POWER CRYSTAL

HELP WANTED

BOOKKEEPER
OFFICE SUPPORT - PT

Growing reform congregation in
Fanwood is seeking energetic self
starter. Responsibilities include
AP/AR, payroll, budgeting and
database management. Must
have strong computer skills and
excellent interpersonal and
organizational abilities. 15 hours
per week, schedule flexible.
Please submit resume to:

sgsedwin@yahoo.com

HELP WANTED

PT Front Desk / Receptionist for
busy surgical practice in Scotch
Plains. Medical experience
necessary. Fax resume to Kathy.

(973) 759-1507

HELP WANTED

POSITION AVAILABLE - Willow
Grove Swim Club in Scotch Plains
is looking for an assistant manager
for this summer. If interested and
for further info call Karen at

(908) 757-6788.

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.

Call 1-866-BURGDORFF

PIANO LESSONS

TEACHING SINCE 1970
(908) 889-4095

FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
OVERSIZED 2 CAR GARAGE

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY,
SAFE, SECURE LOCATION,

IDEAL FOR STORAGE
$250.00/M

Call Lori (973) 397-3541

AUTO FOR SALE

95 Pontiac Grand Prix,
4-Door, Green, Low Mileage,

Excellent Condition.
Best Offer

Call (908) 665-2527

SELL YOUR STUFF ON eBAY

We Pick Up Your Merchandise &
Sell It On eBay! We create &
manage your auction to over 96
million people worldwide. Once
the item sells, we collect your
money from the winning bidder,
package & ship. You receive a
check within 10 days. It’s that
easy! www.dynamic-auctions.com.

(908) 315-0144.

HELP WANTED

Driver wanted for local deliveries.
Must have valid license and own
insured auto. Late AM. $7.50 hr.
Mileage reimbrsmt, tips.
Apply at HoneyBaked Ham,
1549 Route 22, Watchung.

WESTFIELD HOME FOR SALE

Ranch 3 Bdrm, 2 Bth, LR w/frpl,
EIK, DR, HW flrs, 2 car gar. near
Jefferson school, new HVAC,
85x105, Many updates. Move in
condition. $440k (845) 687-5443

PROF. DRAFTING TABLES

Two Professional drafting tables
5ft X 3.5 ft composit top with
metal structure and drawer.

Best Offer
Call Rob at (908) 232-4407

PT CHILDCARE

After school transportation,
companionship and supervision
for two older children in Westfield.
M-F 2:45 to 6:45. Must have valid
NJ driver’s license and references.

Call (908) 256-6859.

BUSINESS FOR SALE

Gift Basket and Gourmet business
in Scotch Plains. Retail, Corporate
and Internet clients. Great
opportunity for the right person, lots
of potential. $20k takes all, terms
possible. Call (908) 322-7388.

WANTED - HOUSE FOR RENT

Westfield - Local Couple with
mature dog seeking unfurnished

home with 3 bedrooms and 2
baths, more a plus.

Please call (908) 654-5514

MATH TUTOR

Ivy-level mathematics degree,
great results. SAT, calculus,
trigonmetry, algebra.

Joe (908) 781-0888

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE SPACE

Westfield law firm has excess
office and secretarial space.
Premier location with off-street
parking. Must be low key,
professional or business user.

Call (908) 233-9000PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on De-
cember 17, 2003 granted approval to David
McIntyre for a minor subdivision on the
property at 105 North Martine Avenue and
214 Paterson Road, Fanwood, New Jersey
being Block 32 Lots 2 & 9.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

David McIntyre
105 North Martine Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 2/19/04, The Times Fee: $15.81

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an ordinance of which the following is a copy was
introduced, read and passed on first reading by the Council of the Town of Westfield at a
meeting held February 17, 2004, and that the said Council will further consider the same for
final passage on the 2nd day of March 2004, at 8:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as said
matter can be reached, in the Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and place any person who may be interested therein
will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance.

Bernard A Heeney
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO.: 1830
AN ORDINANCE TO IMPLEMENT A FEE ON DEVELOPMENT

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield in the County of Union:
SECTION I:   Article 8 - Buildings - of the Code of the Town of Westfield shall be amended

to include the following section.
Sec. 8-3.1. Development Fees.
(a) Purpose. In an effort to plan for the fiscal ramifications of the Council on Affordable

Housing’s (COAH) proposed amendments to the Affordable Housing Regulations that
include, among other things, a change in the method of calculating the Town of Westfield’s
fair share of affordable housing that ties future fair share obligations to the amount of
residential and non-residential development and increases the cost of a municipality’s
contribution to subsidize the creation of an affordable housing unit as part of a Regional
Contribution Agreement (RCA), the Town of Westfield enacts this ordinance to collect
development fees on construction permits for certain types of residential and nonresidential
development issued from the date of the enactment of this ordinance.

(b) Background. On or about October 6, 2003, COAH released proposed changes to
the Substantive Rules of the Council implementing the mandate set forth in the Mount
Laurel decisions and The Fair Housing Act. These proposed changes substantially
overhaul the methodology used for determining regional housing need and a municipality’s
affordable housing obligation. Instead of the complicated methodology that assigned fair
housing share based on estimated future development, the proposed regulations calculate
fair share based on actual development. The proposed regulations also increase the per unit
contribution to RCAs. COAH is considering the public’s comments received during the
public comment period that concluded in December 2003. It is expected that the changes
to the Substantive Rules of the Council will be implemented sometime in the third quarter
of 2004.

(c) Fees.
(i) Residential Development. A fee of $3,888.89 shall be required prior to the

issuance of a construction permit for each new dwelling unit constructed in the Town
and for each new dwelling unit resulting from the conversion of a nonresidential
building to residential use. Notwithstanding the foregoing, if the dwelling unit is an
affordable housing unit, or is a direct replacement for a demolished dwelling unit on
the same property, no such fee shall be required. “Affordable housing unit” shall be
construed to mean a housing unit that has a sales price or rent within the means of
a low or moderate-income household as defined by the rules of the Council on
Affordable Housing, and which complies with all requirements of such rules for such
units. “Direct replacement” shall be construed to mean that the new dwelling unit
would replace a dwelling unit that existed on the subject property as of January 1,
2004. Such fee shall be in addition to any and all other fees that may be required
for the development.

(ii)Non-Residential Development. A fee in accordance with the following schedule
shall be required prior to the issuance of a construction permit for any new
construction or vacation/substantial rehabilitation of floor area for nonresidential
development, and for the conversion of existing floor area from residential to
nonresidential use.

Fee per 1,000 square feet
Use Group per Construction Code - Description of floor area

B - Office buildings. Places were business transactions $3,500.00
of all kinds occur. Includes banks, corporate offices,
government offices, car showrooms and outpatient
clinics.
M - Mercantile uses. Buildings used to display and sell $1,166.67
products. Includes retail stores, strip malls, shops and
gas stations.
F - Factories where people make, process or assemble $2,333.33
products. Includes automobile manufacturers, electric
power plants, foundries and incinerators.
S - Storage uses. Includes warehouses, parking garages, $583.33
lumberyards and mausoleums.
H - Hazardous uses. $1,166.67
A - Movie theaters. $2,333.33
A2 - Casino/night club. $3,500.00
A3 - Restaurants, libraries and lecture halls. $3,500.00
A4 - Churches. none
A5 - Bleachers and stadiums. none
E - Schools K – 12. $1,166.67
I. - Institutional uses such as hospitals, nursing homes, $2,333.33
assisted living facilities and jails.
R1 - Hotels and motels. $933.33
U - Miscellaneous uses. Fences, tanks, signs, etc. none

(d) Fee Collection. The Development Fee shall be collected by the Town Engineer,
or his designee, prior to the issuance of a construction permit.

(e) Development Trust Fund. The development fees collected pursuant to this
Ordinance shall be deposited into an interest bearing trust account. The funds shall remain
in this trust fund until the Town Council enacts an ordinance or ordinances to address the
growth share of the Town’s fair share obligation pursuant to the revised affordable housing
regulations promulgated by COAH, which ordinance shall authorize expenditures intended
to address this obligation, including, but not limited to, expenditures for development of new
housing, contribution to RCAs, purchase and improvements to land for low- and moderate-
income housing, improvements to infrastructure for low- and moderate-income housing and
administrative costs associated with implementing the Town’s housing element.

(f) Refund of collected fees. If the proposed changes to the Substantive Rules of the
Council on Affordable Housing referenced in (a) and (b) above are not adopted, the fees
collected pursuant to this ordinance, plus all accrued interest, shall be refunded to the
person(s) who paid the fee(s). If the proposed rule changes are adopted and not made
retroactively effective to a date prior to the adoption date of the Substantive Rules, the fees
collected prior to the effective date shall be refunded to the person(s) who paid the fee(s).
If the changes to the Substantive Rules are adopted in a manner that reduces the growth
share of the Town’s fair share obligation resulting from residential or nonresidential
development, the fees collected pursuant to this ordinance, plus all accrued interest, shall
be refunded to the person(s) who paid the fee(s), but only to the extent that such fair share
obligation is reduced, as determined by the Town Engineer. If the development for which
the building permit is issued does not occur and the construction permit lapses, upon the
request of the person(s) who paid the fee(s), the fee(s) for such permit collected pursuant
to this ordinance, plus all accrued interest, shall be refunded to the person(s) who paid the
fee(s).

SECTION II. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with any part
of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent that they are in such conflict or
inconsistent.

SECTION III.  This ordinance shall take effect after passage and publication as soon as
and in the manner provided by law.

SECTION IV. In the event that any section, part or provision of this ordinance shall be held
to be unenforceable or invalid by any court, such holding shall not affect the validity of this
ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof, other than the part so held unenforceable or
invalid.
1 T - 2/19/04, The Leader Fee: $191.76

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 04-02-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 77 OF THE
FANWOOD BOROUGH CODE
TO AMEND SECTIONS 1 AND
4 FOR THE PURPOSE OF IN-
CREASING THE NUMBER OF
ALTERNATE COMMISSION-
ERS FROM TWO TO FOUR,
TO MAKE CERTAIN THAT
THE CHAPTER CONFORMS
WITH THE OPEN PUBLIC
MEETINGS LAW, AND TO
MAKE CERTAIN SECTIONS
GENDER NEUTRAL

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on February 10, 2004.

This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 2/19/04, The Times Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 04-01-S

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
AND SUPPLEMENTING
CHAPTER 86, SALARIES AND
COMPENSATION OF THE
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on February 10, 2004.

This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 2/19/04, The Times Fee: $17.34
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Westfield For the
Week of February 9

Bruce Printz and Eloise Printz to
Michael and Kelly Lezynski, 938
Woodmere Drive, $912,500.

Jay and Judith Segall to Theodore
and Kathy Fudali, 721 Standish Av-
enue, $560,000.

Richard Uniacke and Victoria
Uniacke to Gilbert and Debra
Engelke, 751 Prospect Street,
$492,500.

Richard and Jeanne Korchak to
Burton and Caroline Erickson, 174
Harrison Avenue, $635,000.

Dorothy Bonner to Yvonne Chang,
732 West Broad Street, $405,000.

Lorenzo and Eleanor Romeo to
Philip and Tonya Cama, 420 First
Street, $430,000.

Edward and Noel Hannon to Su-
san Benzinger, 515 Trinity Place,
$299,900.

Peter Anzelone to Donald and
Marion Vanarelli, 242 St. Paul Street,
$449,000.

Wen-Chou Hu and Shu Hu to
Natalia Penner, 205 Livingston
Street, $245,000.

Thomas and Alexandra Sanford to
Angel and Laura Ortiz, 46 Doris
Parkway, $435,000.

M.M. Real Estate Developers, Inc.
to Daniel and Stephanie Williams,
103 Pearl Street, $590,000.

Joseph Klenner to Suzanne McKay,
58 Sandy Hill Road, $400,000.

Margaret Campbell to Daniel

Recent Home Sales

Newman and Michael Ippolito, 1723
Summit Avenue, $375,000.

Scotch Plains for Nov.
And December, 2003

Kelvin and Cherise Jackson to
Marlene Williams, 365 Hunter Av-
enue, $241,000.

John and Amanda Jacobsen to Kim
Fela, 2105 Portland Avenue,
$255,000.

Gary and Lynn Reedell to John
and Amanda Jacobsen, 2256 Coles
Avenue, $270,000.

Brian and Tracey Mochnal to
Ramon Rodriguez and Griselda
Carrillo, 515 Victor Street, $320,000.

Lillian Darrow to Barbara Lee
Katz, 365 Fawn Ridge Drive,
$440,000.

Joseph and Mary Miscioscia to
David Smelson and Jennifer Harter,
19 Heritage Lane, $705,000.

Alfred Tomasso to Cindy Cool,
1007 Cellar Avenue, $160,000.

Bruce and Margherita Swick to
Philip Au and Chui Wan Au, 2329
Morse Avenue, $345,000.

Adam Gartenberg, Executor to D.
Villane Construction, LLC, 2310
Morse Avenue, $295,000.

Eugene and Elizabeth Wulf to
William and Ana Soler, 2133 Aldene
Avenue, $410,000.

Patricia Ruffa to Anthony Testa,
1926 Parkwood Drive, $455,000.

Helen Engel and Carolyn Scher to
Barbara Scibek, 27 Burnham Court,
$310,000.

PUBLIC NOTICE
WESTFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:

BID FOR:
B 05-02 ATHLETIC SUPPLIES,

EQUIPMENT AND UNIFORMS FOR
THE 2004-2005 SCHOOL YEAR

BIDS DUE:
MARCH 22, 2004 AT 1:00 PM

The bids will be received at the Adminis-
tration Building, 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090, on the date and at the
time indicated, and then publicly opened
and read aloud.

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Specifications may be se-
cured from, Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407. Bids must be made on the pro-
posal forms in the manner designated. Pro-
posals must be endorsed on the outside of
the sealed envelope, with the name of the
bidder, the bidder’s address and the name
of the supplies, equipment, or services for
which the bid is submitted. It is understood
and agreed that proposals may be delivered
before the time or at the place specified for
opening. The Board of Education assumes
no responsibility for bids mailed or misdi-
rected in delivery.

The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to accept or reject any
and/or all bids for the whole or any part and
waive any informalities in the interest of the
Board of Education. No bid may be with-
drawn for a period of sixty (60) days after the
date set for the opening thereof.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et. seq., pertaining to the “Public
School Contracts Law”.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127, (NJAC
17:27).

BIDDERS NOTE: Each bid shall be ac-
companied by a bid bond, cashier’s check
or certified check made payable to the
Westfield Board of Education for 10 percent
(10%) of the amount of the total bid, how-
ever, not to exceed $20,000.00.

By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T - 2/19/04, The Leader Fee: $54.06

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on De-
cember 17, 2003 granted approval to AT&T
Wireless Services, PCS, LLC for the addi-
tion of cell phone antennas to an existing
PSE&G electrical transmission tower on
the power at LaGrande Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey being Block 78, Lot 42.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

AT&T Wireless Services, PCS, LLC
Attorney: Judith Ann Babinski, Esq.
Pitney, Harden, Kipp & Szuch, LLP

PO Box 1945
Morristown, New Jersey 07962-1945

1 T - 2/19/04, The Times Fee: $29.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on
MARCH 4, 2004 at 7:30 p.m. in the Munici-
pal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, the Scotch Plains Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment will hold a public
hearing to consider the following appeal(s):

V. Relkin for a Variance to permit the
construction of an attached garage at the
property located at 1198 Maple Hill Road
(Block 9301, Lot 20), Scotch Plains, from
the following section of the Zoning Ordi-
nance:

Section 23-2.3 whereby all one-family
dwellings shall include an enclosed garage
of not less than 12 feet by 20 feet;  proposed:
11 feet 4 inches by 18 feet.

Nicholas Melillo for three (3) Variances
to permit the construction of a detached
garage at the property located at 1375
Rahway Road (Block 15101, Lot 4),
Scotch Plains, from the following sections
of the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-3.4D whereby minimum rear-
yard setback required for detached second-
ary buildings in residential districts is thirty
(30) feet; proposed: ten (10) feet.

Section 23-3.4D whereby minimum side-
yard setback required for detached second-
ary buildings in residential districts is thirty
(30) feet; proposed: ten (10) feet; and

Section 23-3.5b allows for private ga-
rages not in excess of 1200 square feet;
proposed:  approximately 1776 square feet
[1130 square feet (proposed detached ga-
rage) plus 646 square feet (existing at-
tached garage)].

All interested persons may be present
and be heard.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains, and is available for public inspection
during regular office hours.

Linda M. Lies
Secretary to the Zoning Board of

Adjustment
Township of Scotch Plains

1 T - 2/19/04, The Times Fee: $43.35

PUBLIC NOTICE
WESTFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:

BID FOR:
B 05-03 TRAINER - HEALTH SUPPLIES

FOR THE 2004-2005 SCHOOL YEAR

BIDS DUE:
MARCH 22, 2004 AT 2:00 PM

The bids will be received at the Adminis-
tration Building, 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090, on the date and at the
time indicated, and then publicly opened
and read aloud.

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Specifications may be se-
cured from, Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407. Bids must be made on the pro-
posal forms in the manner designated. Pro-
posals must be endorsed on the outside of
the sealed envelope, with the name of the
bidder, the bidder’s address and the name
of the supplies, equipment, or services for
which the bid is submitted. It is understood
and agreed that proposals may be delivered
before the time or at the place specified for
opening. The Board of Education assumes
no responsibility for bids mailed or misdi-
rected in delivery.

The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to accept or reject any
and/or all bids for the whole or any part and
waive any informalities in the interest of the
Board of Education. No bid may be with-
drawn for a period of sixty (60) days after the
date set for the opening thereof.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et. seq., pertaining to the “Public
School Contracts Law”.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127, (NJAC
17:27).

BIDDERS NOTE: Each bid shall be ac-
companied by a bid bond, cashier’s check
or certified check made payable to the
Westfield Board of Education for 10 percent
(10%) of the amount of the total bid, how-
ever, not to exceed $20,000.00.

By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T - 2/19/04, The Leader Fee: $54.06

PUBLIC NOTICE
WESTFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION

INVITATION TO BIDDERS

The Westfield Board of Education, in-
tends to seek out contractors for Asbestos
Removal. The Board invites prospective
contractors to submit their sealed bids for
this project. These bids are to be submitted
in a sealed envelope clearly marked on the
outside, (ASBESTOS REMOVAL -
WESTFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION
BID # 1019-290). Direct all sealed bids to
the Business Administrator, Westfield Board
of Education, 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090.

There will be a mandatory site inspection
on Friday, February 20, 2004 at 3:30 p.m. in
the Cafeteria of the High School located at
550 Dorian Road in Westfield. All potential
bidders or their representatives must attend
in order to bid. Plans and Specifications will
be available at this site inspection upon
payment of fifty dollars ($50.00) per set
payable to Environmental Remediation &
Management, Inc. (ER&M, Inc.) This fee is
non-refundable.

Each bid must be accompanied by a
deposit equal to ten percent (10%) of the
base bid, but not in excess of Twenty Thou-
sand Dollars ($20,000.00) in form and sub-
ject to conditions provided in the Instruc-
tions to Bidders. No bidder may withdraw
his/her bid for a period of sixty (60) days
after the actual date of the opening thereof.
The sealed bid opening will be at 2:00 p.m.
on Monday, March 08,2004 in the office of
the Business Administrator.

The successful bidder will be required to
furnish a Performance Bond in the full
amount of the contract price, indemnifying
the Owner from any and all proceedings,
suits, or actions of any kind, name or de-
scription and condition for the faithful per-
formance of the work.

Every contractor and sub-contractor shall
comply with requirements of P.L. 1975,
Chapter 127, (Affirmative Action).

Questions concerning this statement and
specification should be directed to Gary
Leverence, Consultant (609-259-8077). The
Westfield Board of Education reserves the
right to reject any and all bids, waive any
informality or to accept a bid that in its
judgement will be in the best interest of the
Board.

Westfield Board of Education
Robert Berman

Business Administrator/Board
Secretary

1 - 2/19/04, The Leader Fee: $49.47

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 04-02-27

CONTRACTOR: Hale Insurance Broker-
age, LLC; 11 Commerce Drive; Cranford,
New Jersey 07016

NATURE OF SERVICE: Consulting Ser-
vices for Prescription and Dental Insurance

DURATION: For a period ending no later
than December 31, 2004

AMOUNT: Fees paid by Horizon Blue
Cross Blue Shield; Delta Dental Insurance

A Copy of the Resolution and Contract
relating to the services are on file and avail-
able for public inspection in the office of the
Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 2/19/04, The Times Fee: $18.36

ENJOYING THE ‘MIRACLE’ FUNDRAISER…The Rialto Theatre in Westfield
hosted a “Miracle” fundraiser for the Westfield High School Ice Hockey
Association on February 11. There was a special showing of the movie “Miracle”
about the  United States hockey team’s victory over the Russians at the 1980
Winter Olympics in Lake Placid, NY. All the members of the Westfield High
School Varsity and Junior Varsity teams attended.

Westfield Rotary Assists
Eagle Scout Project

WESTFIELD – On Tuesday Feb-
ruary 17, Gregory Ryan Jr. was in-
vited to speak at the weekly meeting
of the Westfield Rotary Club. Gre-
gory spoke about his ambitious Eagle
Scout Project to convert a standard
playground system to a wheelchair
accessible playground. The conver-
sion will allow the current playground
at Memorial Park in Westfield to be

a fun and safe place for children of
all abilities.

After the presentation, Ryan was
given a $1,000 donation by Rotary
Club President Dr. Kenneth
Ciarrocca.

Anyone interested in donating to
the project can make checks pay-
able to “United Fund of Westfield”
and mark in the memo section “Me-
morial Park Eagle Project”. Please
mail checks to: Gregory L. Ryan,
Jr.; c/o United Fund of Westfield;
Memorial Park Eagle Project; 301
North Avenue, West; Westfield, NJ
07090-1431.
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Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Soprano Karen Notare and pia-
nist Paul DiDario will perform fa-
miliar and unusual opera music on
Sunday, February 22, at 4 p.m. at
Calvary Episcopal Church, 31
Woodland Avenue in Summit. Se-
lections include VVVVVissi dissi dissi dissi dissi d’Ar’Ar’Ar’Ar’Arte, Ute, Ute, Ute, Ute, Unnnnn
BBBBBel Del Del Del Del Diiiii and King of King of King of King of King of ThuleThuleThuleThuleThule and
The JThe JThe JThe JThe Jeeeeewwwwwel Sel Sel Sel Sel Song ong ong ong ong from Faust. A
free-will offering will be taken.

* * * * * * *
There will be two concerts this

weekend at the Union County
Arts Center in Rahway. First, on
Friday, February 20, it’s MMMMMy y y y y WWWWWayayayayay
- M- M- M- M- Musical usical usical usical usical TTTTTribute to Fribute to Fribute to Fribute to Fribute to Frankrankrankrankrank
SSSSSinatrainatrainatrainatrainatra..... The show, which com-
bines great songs with witty and
charming dialogue, starts at 8 p.m.,
and seats are $35. The following
evening, February 21, also at 8
p.m., RicharRicharRicharRicharRichard Nd Nd Nd Nd Naderaderaderaderader’’’’’s Ds Ds Ds Ds Doo oo oo oo oo WWWWWopopopopop
RRRRReunion eunion eunion eunion eunion TTTTTourourourourour will bring audi-
ences back with Lou Christie, Emil
Stucchio, and The Chiclettes.
Tickets range from $30 to $40.
For information on either, call
(732) 499-8226.

* * * * * * *
KKKKKeep eep eep eep eep YYYYYour Hour Hour Hour Hour Hands Oands Oands Oands Oands Out of Mut of Mut of Mut of Mut of Myyyyy

PPPPPocketocketocketocketocket. That’s the title of author
Robert E. Tevis’ book, subtitled
“Strategies to Get More for Your
Money.” He will make an appear-
ance at The Town Book Store in
Westfield on February 21 between
2 and 4 p.m. Not only will you be
able to obtain his autograph, but
the book is sure to give you some
tips on how to deal with those
“professional” sales people, who are
busy getting tips on how to deal
with you. Beat ‘em at their own
game, and feel good about saving
money. Earlier, between 11 a.m.
and 1 p.m., New Jersey author
Russel Like will promote his new
book, “A Bowl of Fruit, A Whale in
the Woods.” It’ll take you to strange
places and make you laugh. He is
also the author of the sci-fi book,
“After the Blue.”

* * * * * * *
On February 21, the Coffee Coffee Coffee Coffee Coffee WWWWWithithithithith

Conscience ConcerConscience ConcerConscience ConcerConscience ConcerConscience Concert St St St St Serieserieserieserieseries will
present the award-winning a cappella
quartet, DaVinci’s Notebook at the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield. They’ve been described
as talented, funny, clever, and capti-
vating. Admission is $12, and the
show starts at 8 p.m. Check out
their website at http://
www.davincisnotebook.com/
index.asp.

WAA Outreach Series: Part WAA Outreach Series: Part WAA Outreach Series: Part WAA Outreach Series: Part WAA Outreach Series: Part 33333-----WatercolorsWatercolorsWatercolorsWatercolorsWatercolors

����������	��
���	��

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BRING DOWN THE HOUSE…Lean and lanky Jeffrey Foote, an incredible tapBRING DOWN THE HOUSE…Lean and lanky Jeffrey Foote, an incredible tapBRING DOWN THE HOUSE…Lean and lanky Jeffrey Foote, an incredible tapBRING DOWN THE HOUSE…Lean and lanky Jeffrey Foote, an incredible tapBRING DOWN THE HOUSE…Lean and lanky Jeffrey Foote, an incredible tap
dancer, is joined by the 10-member ensemble for the D.W. Washburn number thatdancer, is joined by the 10-member ensemble for the D.W. Washburn number thatdancer, is joined by the 10-member ensemble for the D.W. Washburn number thatdancer, is joined by the 10-member ensemble for the D.W. Washburn number thatdancer, is joined by the 10-member ensemble for the D.W. Washburn number that
brings down the house at the top of brings down the house at the top of brings down the house at the top of brings down the house at the top of brings down the house at the top of Smokey Joe’s Café’s Smokey Joe’s Café’s Smokey Joe’s Café’s Smokey Joe’s Café’s Smokey Joe’s Café’s second act. This Leiber andsecond act. This Leiber andsecond act. This Leiber andsecond act. This Leiber andsecond act. This Leiber and
Stoller musical revue is directed by Shayne Austin Miller, with vocal music directionStoller musical revue is directed by Shayne Austin Miller, with vocal music directionStoller musical revue is directed by Shayne Austin Miller, with vocal music directionStoller musical revue is directed by Shayne Austin Miller, with vocal music directionStoller musical revue is directed by Shayne Austin Miller, with vocal music direction
by Tracy Glenn Murray.by Tracy Glenn Murray.by Tracy Glenn Murray.by Tracy Glenn Murray.by Tracy Glenn Murray.
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The second half of the show contin-
ues to come on like gangbusters with
a number of Elvis Presley hits like
“Treat Me Nice,” “Hound Dog” and
“Jailhouse Rock.

Then, when the female members of
the cast belt out Peggy Lee’s hit, “I’m
a Woman, ” the audience hoots and
hollers like they are at a burlesque
show. Those women can really sing!
Add to the talent of Haskell and Sayles,
polished performers Molly Frieri,
Nicole Scavone, and Tamara Valdes
help heat up the stage.

The nine-piece band, which sits
atop the action in a Cabaret type fash-
ion, shows versatility in sound and
accompaniment. Soulful is the only
word for the outstanding saxophone
playing of Ken Fink.

Unfortunately, the hex of Friday the
13th seemed to haunt that performance
with some house lights glitches, but
hopefully, it was a one-night problem.

The cadre of dressers who helps the
ensemble fly in and out of costumes
has to be commended for their flaw-
less behind the scenes work. Although
it looks like a marathon race in a few

spots, the performers keep pace with-
out dropping a cue or a note.

The gals in black and white striped
skirts and their partners dance up a storm
in one visually powerful scene with jitter-
bugging that would make the “American
Bandstand” crew take notice.

The pace of the second act starts to
lag when the lights are turned way
down low, and tables and chairs come
out to create a café setting. Later on
though, “Love Potion No. 9” by Brian
Whitted lets the crowd know it’s back
on the hit parade journey.

Almost all of the 10 ensemble play-
ers are new this season to CDC. One
can only hope that they will return
to fan the flame of fresh talent and
continue to set the place ablaze.

Usually in regional and local the-
aters, the audience may thin out after
the intermission. Not during this CDC
production. It didn’t seem like one
person ducked out. In fact, this show is
so booked that they have added another
performance on Sunday, February 22,
to accommodate the demand.

Go warm yourself while the coals
are still hot.

HHHHHickorickorickorickorickory y y y y TTTTTrrrrree Choree Choree Choree Choree Chorus Ous Ous Ous Ous Offersffersffersffersffers
$1,000 M$1,000 M$1,000 M$1,000 M$1,000 Music Scholarshipusic Scholarshipusic Scholarshipusic Scholarshipusic Scholarship

SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT – The Summit-based
Hickory Tree Chorus will present a
$1,000 scholarship to a musically tal-
ented young woman interested in pur-
suing a career in music.

Qualified high school senior girls with
good academic records and exceptional
talent in vocal music are encouraged to
apply. Students should also have applied
for acceptance into a music program at a
college or university.

Applicants must submit an audiotape
or CD of a short performance demon-
strating their particular talent. Accompa-
niment may be included, as needed.
Completed applications and tapes or CDs
must be received by Monday, April 26.

High school guidance departments
in more than 50 communities have infor-
mation and applications, which may be
requested by calling (908) 879-2989, by e-
mailing info@hickorytreechorus.org, or
by printing them directly from the chorus’
website at www.hickorytreechorus.org.

Rehearsing in New Providence, the
chorus is a chapter of Sweet Adelines
International, an organization of 30,000
women worldwide, dedicated to teach-
ing, singing, and performing a cappella,
four-part harmony.

The chorus has been awarding an-
nual scholarships for over 20 years to
students from areas in which its mem-
bers reside.

MUSIC MEETS THE PRESIDENTS…Students at St. Bartholomew InterparochialMUSIC MEETS THE PRESIDENTS…Students at St. Bartholomew InterparochialMUSIC MEETS THE PRESIDENTS…Students at St. Bartholomew InterparochialMUSIC MEETS THE PRESIDENTS…Students at St. Bartholomew InterparochialMUSIC MEETS THE PRESIDENTS…Students at St. Bartholomew Interparochial
School in Scotch Plains celebrated Presidents’ Day with the concert, “Music MeetsSchool in Scotch Plains celebrated Presidents’ Day with the concert, “Music MeetsSchool in Scotch Plains celebrated Presidents’ Day with the concert, “Music MeetsSchool in Scotch Plains celebrated Presidents’ Day with the concert, “Music MeetsSchool in Scotch Plains celebrated Presidents’ Day with the concert, “Music Meets
the Presidents”, by the Solid Brass Quintet. The concert featured a narrated historythe Presidents”, by the Solid Brass Quintet. The concert featured a narrated historythe Presidents”, by the Solid Brass Quintet. The concert featured a narrated historythe Presidents”, by the Solid Brass Quintet. The concert featured a narrated historythe Presidents”, by the Solid Brass Quintet. The concert featured a narrated history
of the presidents, accompanied by American patriotic music and marches from theof the presidents, accompanied by American patriotic music and marches from theof the presidents, accompanied by American patriotic music and marches from theof the presidents, accompanied by American patriotic music and marches from theof the presidents, accompanied by American patriotic music and marches from the
various historic eras. The quintet specializes in performing teaching concerts, whichvarious historic eras. The quintet specializes in performing teaching concerts, whichvarious historic eras. The quintet specializes in performing teaching concerts, whichvarious historic eras. The quintet specializes in performing teaching concerts, whichvarious historic eras. The quintet specializes in performing teaching concerts, which
combine musical selections with instructional narratives on the featured music andcombine musical selections with instructional narratives on the featured music andcombine musical selections with instructional narratives on the featured music andcombine musical selections with instructional narratives on the featured music andcombine musical selections with instructional narratives on the featured music and
instruments. This concert marked the fourth in an annual series of concerts that theinstruments. This concert marked the fourth in an annual series of concerts that theinstruments. This concert marked the fourth in an annual series of concerts that theinstruments. This concert marked the fourth in an annual series of concerts that theinstruments. This concert marked the fourth in an annual series of concerts that the
quintet has performed at the school.quintet has performed at the school.quintet has performed at the school.quintet has performed at the school.quintet has performed at the school.
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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERG
2 & ½ POPCORNS

While Barbershop 2: Back in Business
isn’t quite the novel laugh-fest that the
original was, with this installment it estab-
lishes a franchise of recognizable, some-
what more developed characters.

Scroll back to 2002 and you’ll note that
I called for adding eight or nine songs to
issue number one and shipping it off to
Broadway. Sadly, you’d think my sugges-
tion fell on deaf ears. That’s okay. I’ve a
feeling the producers are just laying low
because they don’t want to pay me any
royalties for the idea.

In any case, from the looks of director
Kevin Rodney Sullivan’s newest take on
Chicago’s South Side institution of social
theory, the direction now seems rather
sitcom. Oh well, that’s where the most
dead presidents are, if you dig.

That said, the loquacious denizens of
Calvin Jr.’s (Ice Cube) famed tonsorial
parlor do indeed beckon, and for the time
being you could do worse than to get
caught in the crossfire of their good-na-
tured bantering.

But probably the best reason to see
episode two is Cedric the Entertainer.
Following the positive notices his candid
diatribes and bold trouncing of sacred
cows brought in part one, he lays claim to
center stage. Or, as we used to say back in
Krakow, “He’s the man.”

Taking license, Cedric now elevates the
curmudgeonly, straight-talking Eddie to
near-mythical status. Interspersed through-
out the film, his odyssey is told via flash-
back. The elderly barber, whose tale of
salvation, we learn, is rooted in a kindness
extended by Calvin’s dad during the riots,
is, for all intents and purposes, the self-
appointed soul of the ghetto.

And just to add a bit of spice to the saga,
there is a mystery woman introduced. An
elusive glimpse of a gal who doubtless played
a part in Eddie’s history, she is occasionally
spotted, or perhaps just remembered from
time to time as the old sage makes his way
back and forth on the train.

So there is greater bulk here. But while
the trajectory is decidedly more contem-
plative this go-round, most of the philo-
sophical propounding merely re-hashes
what has already been noted. It’s a classical
case of sequelitis. We would have preferred
more laughs.

Which isn’t to say that Don Scott’s
screenplay, which includes a hard look at
the realities of urban economics, doesn’t
have its moments. The problem is always
worthy of reiteration. But yes, we would
have preferred more laughs.

Again, the fate of Calvin’s barbershop,
emblematic of black entrepreneurship,
hangs in the balance. Of course those
calculating, money-hungry powers that be
have schemes way beyond just routing out
Calvin and his motley crew of haircutters
and hangers-on.

But without giving away too much of
the plot, suffice it to note that step one of
their nefarious plan involves opening up a
Nappy Cuts, a swanky, state-of-the-art
hair salon chain, right across from Calvin’s
neighborhood anchor.

Once again, the line is drawn. And it
matters not if it’s in the sand, in the
boardroom, on a dirt street in High Noon
(1952) or on this weary little block on the

South Side of Chicago. The question is, on
which side do you stand?

Naturally, we good guys are with Calvin
and company. We’re a bit suspicious of
those entities whose business interests just
so happen to jibe with the so-called needs
of the community. One wonders where
they peddled their wares before. Where
were they when this urban enclave was in
desperate need of capital infusion...while its
struggling burghers hung on to a dream
against all odds? The fact is, now that the
tides of history have worked their ways and
the hood looms economically viable, the
opportunists in Barbershop 2 flock with the
same certitude as the swallows drawn to
Capistrano.

Of course there are always those weak of
conviction and ready to jump ship, like the
ungrateful in-law, Kenard (Kenan Thomp-
son), a neophyte barber dazzled by the
opulence of Nappy Cuts. Representative of
a quandary a tad more complex, scissors ace
Isaac Rosenberg (Troy Garity), Calvin’s
sole white haircutter, also wrestles with the
seductive sway of perceived greener pastures
across the way.

Much less perplexing is the position taken
by Alderman Brown (Robert Wisdom). He
suffers no fit of conscience. Like so many
others that disingenuously gather at the
precipice of the underprivileged, poverty is
this sleazy politician’s most important prod-
uct. And he knows how to work both ends
against the middle. Thus while Mr. Brown
may show up at Calvin’s revered landmark
for a photo opportunity, we know that he’s
really in the pocket of Nappy Cuts...at least
for now.

This inner-city fable of woe is a fairly
simple one. And the performances as-
sembled to tell it are not terribly demand-
ing. Yet probably not without design,
almost to a man (plus one woman) they do
go a ways to showcase each principal’s
talent and/or appeal.

In that respect, Ice Cube’s Calvin is the
cornerstone of integrity. He is to the ghetto
what Jimmy Stewart’s George Bailey is to
small-town America. Sure he’d like to see
his family prosper, but not on Old Man
Potter’s terms. Hence the barbershop is like
the building and loan in It’s a Wonderful
Life (1946), a symbol of capitalism at its
best...personal, productive and caring.

In other performances, Michael Ealy as
Ricky, the rebel with a secret, evokes a
James Dean-like brooding that won’t be
overlooked; the pretty Eve is pragmatic yet
sympathetic as Terri Jones, the shop’s only
female voice; Leonard Earl Howze is hu-
morous as Dinka, the African idealist look-
ing to sow roots in Chicago, and Troy
Garity’s white Jewish hairstyling prima
donna is the narrative’s very own, built-in
study in race relations.

They are an inviting group. And time
spent with them certainly isn’t wasted.
Still, while your heart may be touched and
your social consciousness raised, your funny
bone will wish that the pontificating Bar-
bershop 2: Back in Business would cut up
just a little more.

* * * * * * *
Barbershop 2: Back in BusinessBarbershop 2: Back in BusinessBarbershop 2: Back in BusinessBarbershop 2: Back in BusinessBarbershop 2: Back in Business, rated

PG-13, is an MGM Pictures release directed
by Kevin Rodney Sullivan and stars Ice
Cube, Cedric the Entertainer and Eve. Run-
ning time: 98 minutes
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Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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how “things just aren’t the way they
used to be.”

Resident Mary Bemis, who was cau-
tiously painting a group of chrysan-
themums, recommended a book by
Michael Savage, “The Enemy Within:
Saving America from the Liberal As-
sault on Our Schools, Faith, and Mili-
tary,” and commented on “how few
people work hard for anything these
days.”

WAA volunteer Eileen Willoughby
decided to paint Siberian Irises, while
Janna chimed in that such flowers
were ideal for watercolor because their
petals are so fluid.

In the few quiet lapses, when con-
versation began to fade, Janna sug-
gested that music might serve as both
an inspiration and fun backdrop for
the next session.

All residents and members agreed,
however, that rap music was not an
option!

Local MLocal MLocal MLocal MLocal Musicians Rusicians Rusicians Rusicians Rusicians Readyeadyeadyeadyeady
NJYS ConcerNJYS ConcerNJYS ConcerNJYS ConcerNJYS Concert Et Et Et Et Evvvvvententententent

MURRAMURRAMURRAMURRAMURRAY HILLY HILLY HILLY HILLY HILL – Youth Orches-
tra musicians from Westfield, Scotch
Plains and Berkeley Heights will
perform in the next New Jersey Youth
Symphony (NJYS) concert on Sun-
day, February 29, at 4 p.m. at Our
Lady of Sorrows Church in South
Orange.

Westfield bassoonist Ben Baron,
cellist Caroline Cariste, and violin-
ists Caroline Leung and Jennifer Zhu
will join Scotch Plains violinist Hya-
cinth Dyogi and violist Melissa
Loewinger in the concert. Violinists
Linda Chang, Michael Fang, An-
drew Lee, Justin Yeh and trumpet
player Michael Eric Wolff, all of Ber-
keley Heights, will also perform.

For more information, please call
the NJYS at (908) 771-5544 or visit
www.njys.org.

Katie DKatie DKatie DKatie DKatie Dooooowney Nwney Nwney Nwney Nwney Nabsabsabsabsabs
RRRRRole in ole in ole in ole in ole in The RivThe RivThe RivThe RivThe Rivalsalsalsalsals
SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINS AINS AINS AINS AINS – Scotch

Plains resident Katie Downey
will perform the role of “Julia” in
the upcoming Arcadia Univer-
sity Conservatory Theatre pro-
duction of Richard Sheridan’s
The Rivals.

The show will run at the the-
atre on the campus located in
Glenside, Pa. on February 19-
22 and 26-29 for five perfor-
mances each weekend.

For ticket information, call the
box office at (215) 572-2112.

A 2003 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School,
Katie is a freshman at Arcadia,
and was also recently named to
the Dean’s List for the fall se-
mester.

LocalLocalLocalLocalLocal
 Stars Stars Stars Stars Stars

JJJJJulia Sulia Sulia Sulia Sulia Stern of tern of tern of tern of tern of WF CastWF CastWF CastWF CastWF Cast
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Westfield resi-
dent Julia Stern will star in the
upcoming Morristown-Beard
School production of Victor
Hugo’s Les Miserables.

Julia is a sophomore at
Morristown-Beard.

The show will run at the school’s
Wilkie Hall Stage on the campus
located at 70 Whippany Road in
Morristown on February 27, 28,
March 5 and 6.

To reserve $10 tickets, please
call the box office at (973) 539-
3032, extension no. 562. Reserva-
tions are required.

SSSSSarah Garah Garah Garah Garah Godfrodfrodfrodfrodfrey ey ey ey ey TTTTTakesakesakesakesakes
HHHHHelm as Selm as Selm as Selm as Selm as Stage Mtage Mtage Mtage Mtage Manageranageranageranageranager

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Westfield resi-
dent Sarah Godfrey has been ap-
pointed Stage Manager for the
upcoming Kent Place School pro-
duction of Kate Aspengren’s
FLYER.

Sarah is a 10th grader at Kent
Place.

The show will run at the Hyde
and Watson Theater on the Sum-
mit campus of Kent Place School
on Friday and Saturday, Febru-
ary 27 and 28 at 8 p.m.

General seating tickets are $9
per person and will be available
at the door of the theater, begin-
ning at 5 p.m. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 273-0900.
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oped more from the work of Ger-
man/French painter Max Ernst and
Latin-American impressionist Maria
Martins than the infamous Salvador
Dali.

Thus, folks who witness her play-
ful portrayals of aliens landing at
Stoneleigh Park in Westfield or gi-
ant fish jumping out of water toward
a waiting commuter at the town’s
train station should not take the
images too seriously, but receive them
with as much giddiness as the artist
herself.

In essence, Krumins seems to play
with the “what if?” in the most un-
likely settings and circumstances,
even though she says she has trouble
believing in something “that is not
concrete.”

Krumins, who holds a masters de-
gree in film, has also infused her
humorous perspective into the bi-
zarre cellular phone tower on the
New Jersey Parkway, which are dis-
guised as pine trees. To take a peek at
her artistic spin on the towers, visit
http://members.aol.com/NJtowers/
sights.html.

For more information about
Krumins’ work, please visit
www.gigmasters.com/krumins, for
further details about Glass, visit
www.members.aol.com/Perkonss/
GLASS.html, and to become an ex-
tra in the film or to volunteer your
home/space, e-mail Krumins at
Ciekurs3@aol.com.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18
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NENENENENEW W W W W YYYYYORKORKORKORKORK – Chefs from popular

restaurants in New York and around
the world will cook on stage, while
Broadway performers sing new songs
in “Chef ’s Theater: A Musical Feast.”

Performances will begin on Tuesday,
March 30, and open officially Wednes-
day, April 14, at The Supper Club (240
West 47th Street). Each evening, the bar
will open at 6:30 p.m. The performance
gets underway at 7:30 p.m. with a three-
course meal featuring a star chef demon-
strating their process and personal ap-
proach to cuisine while cooking a meal
for the audience. Video monitors will
offer close-ups of the preparation.

Every week beginning March 30 will
feature a new chef and a new menu,
including Food Network’s Tyler Flo-
rence of “Food 9-1-1”. During Legend-
ary French Chef Week, Jacques Pepin,
will visit, as well as other famed chefs.

A wine tasting will be held, and
following the chef ’s performance, the
audience will be served the meal they
have just watched the chef prepare. The
second act is devoted to dessert and
includes a performance by a Broadway
star.

Original songs by Broadway com-
posers about the fun of dining and
drinking will also be featured.

Tickets for dinner performances are
$115 to $125. Brunch performances
are $65. Special Chefs Table seating is

available. All tickets can be purchased
through Telecharge.com or by calling
(212) 239-6200 or by visiting the Sup-
per Club box office at 240 West 47th
Street.

Ticket price includes a complete
dinner or brunch, performance, and
complementing featured beverage.
Alcoholic beverages can be purchased
from the Supper Club bar.

wondering exactly where each storyline
is going? We feel like idiots, our noses
pressed up against the glass of our
television sets, shrugging our shoul-
ders, our feet surrendering to quick-
sand.

“It’s only one hour,” we tell our-
selves. “Maybe this will be the good
episode and I’ll have missed it if I
change the channel.”

But, suddenly, the Camden’s dog,
“Happy,” barks on cue, the twin boys
speak in unison, and Beverley Mitchell,
who plays the nosy, overly-neurotic
Lucy, once again suspects her loving,
law-abiding police officer husband of
adultery. Her acting is almost single-
handedly killing the show. A slow,
painful death. The removal of some of
the key characters, Mary (Jessica Biel,
who has found movie success), Matt
(Barry Watson) and Simon (David
Gallagher, who is looking for movie
success), has forced the management
to replace them with strangers and
family that are so extended, that a
quick DNA test would prove they are
not Camdenites, but imposters.

I wonder if I wander onto the set if
they’ll make me an instant actor and
cast me as the opinionated Sicilian
newspaper editor who won’t be shut
up by a couple of irate rants and letters
to the editor. Nah, who needs 15
minutes of fame, anyway?

Here’s what breaks my heart about
this show – it had such infinite prom-
ise in the beginning. It taught more
morals than a tome of Grimm’s
fairytales and the significance of fam-
ily was emphasized. Now, the morals
are buried (if they are even uncovered)
under the muck of pointless plots and
depthless characters. Who cares what
happens to them if we don’t like them
to begin with? And, would we really
value their moral advice anyway?

I wish the WB would smarten up and
save us from this primetime purgatory
that is “7th Heaven,” and take “Ed”
under its wing, as the NBC peacock
network seems content toying with its
fate. There’s a show worth saving.
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Photo Courtesy of Patricia Ick for Debra Parente-Rosin
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musical talent to students under her tutelage. Pictured, above, with Parente-Rosinmusical talent to students under her tutelage. Pictured, above, with Parente-Rosinmusical talent to students under her tutelage. Pictured, above, with Parente-Rosinmusical talent to students under her tutelage. Pictured, above, with Parente-Rosinmusical talent to students under her tutelage. Pictured, above, with Parente-Rosin
is one of her students, Christopher Ick.is one of her students, Christopher Ick.is one of her students, Christopher Ick.is one of her students, Christopher Ick.is one of her students, Christopher Ick.
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SWEET SALVATION…Both newcomers to the Cranford Dramatic Club,SWEET SALVATION…Both newcomers to the Cranford Dramatic Club,SWEET SALVATION…Both newcomers to the Cranford Dramatic Club,SWEET SALVATION…Both newcomers to the Cranford Dramatic Club,SWEET SALVATION…Both newcomers to the Cranford Dramatic Club,
Jeffrey Foote, playing D.W. Washburn, is “saved” by Tracey Lynne Haskell andJeffrey Foote, playing D.W. Washburn, is “saved” by Tracey Lynne Haskell andJeffrey Foote, playing D.W. Washburn, is “saved” by Tracey Lynne Haskell andJeffrey Foote, playing D.W. Washburn, is “saved” by Tracey Lynne Haskell andJeffrey Foote, playing D.W. Washburn, is “saved” by Tracey Lynne Haskell and
the rest of the company of the rest of the company of the rest of the company of the rest of the company of the rest of the company of Smokey Joe’s Café, Smokey Joe’s Café, Smokey Joe’s Café, Smokey Joe’s Café, Smokey Joe’s Café, which runs one more weekend –which runs one more weekend –which runs one more weekend –which runs one more weekend –which runs one more weekend –
Friday, Saturday, and a recently-added Sunday afternoon performance.Friday, Saturday, and a recently-added Sunday afternoon performance.Friday, Saturday, and a recently-added Sunday afternoon performance.Friday, Saturday, and a recently-added Sunday afternoon performance.Friday, Saturday, and a recently-added Sunday afternoon performance.

By MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Don’t dig too deep,
just have fun with it.

For Daina Krumins, a legal beagle by
day and independent surrealist film-
maker when the muse strikes her, there
are no profound messages or serious
motives behind her feature-length art
film project, Glass. Instead, she just
wants volunteer actors
to take pleasure in the
filmmaking process and
leave interpretation
open to the audience
once the film is done.

“It’s like a trip to
Tahiti to me. I love it,”
explained Krumins
when describing how
she takes concrete im-
ages and ideas and
spins and skews them
into surrealistic gold.

The New Jersey
State Council on the Arts has awarded
Krumins a $12,000 grant to create
Glass. She will film the piece with a
mini-dv (digital video camera) and the
finishing touches will be accomplished
using Adobe After Effects, Adobe Pre-
miere and Cool Edit for sound. The
final product, which is expected to last
around 1½ hours, will be released in
VHS and DVD formats.

Music wizard John Safranko, she
said, will be responsible for composing
the music.

Glass will not splinter the
signature style used by
Krumins in her multi-award-
winning films, Summer Light,
Babobilicons and The Divine
Miracle, but will smoothly
translate a script peppered with
mind-bending twists and char-
acters that stagger the imagi-
nation.

After all, who wouldn’t be
intrigued by the lead charac-
ter, Aiva, who (like many of
us) just doesn’t know when to
leave well enough alone and
stop sticking her nose in where
it doesn’t belong? The issues
swirling around her, as well as
the other main characters, straddle the
line between normality and unconven-
tionality, and no one will be able to
escape the talons of Krumins’ truth.

The best part of all? You are invited
to take a role in her film.

“I wrote it with New Jersey in mind,”
said Krumins, adding that she is defi-
nitely willing to work around the sched-
ules of those who volunteer as extras or
decide to lend their homes as back-

Daina KruminsDaina KruminsDaina KruminsDaina KruminsDaina Krumins

drops. In addition, a specific deadline
for the project is not etched in stone.

For backdrops, she considers the De-
serted Village in the Watchung Reserva-
tion a good location for the exterior of
Aiva’s house, but she is still looking for
sites to film the interior scenes. A kitchen,
family room, hall and living room –
preferably in an artsy, creative style – are
desired.

Krumins also needs
locations for Aiva’s
porch, which would be
surrounded by trees,
as well as a place to set
up a fake glass studio,
such as the interior of
a garage or other work-
place with unfinished
walls, etc.

An office with a
waiting room is needed
for the character of Psy-
choanalyst/Detective
Peter Von Insell, and a

home swimming pool for filming un-
derwater scenes is also required. The
pool does not have to be very deep,
said Krumins, but would have the
mural/backdrop to match a lake in-
stalled.

To provide the best setting for De-
tective Von Insell’s “self-actualization
party,” Krumins will need someone to
lend lots of areas in a “sophisticated
and elegant house” for filming. Prefer-
ably, the home will have a piano.

One cast member must have knowl-
edge of mountain climbing, and if you
know how to melt lead to make fishing
weights, Krumins needs you too.

Finally, production meetings would
have to be held in a church basement
or a community room.

As a filmmaker and artist, Krumins
said her interest in surrealism devel-

Photo Courtesy of Daina Krumins

SOMETHING’S FISHY HERE…Imagine waiting for the train one morning inSOMETHING’S FISHY HERE…Imagine waiting for the train one morning inSOMETHING’S FISHY HERE…Imagine waiting for the train one morning inSOMETHING’S FISHY HERE…Imagine waiting for the train one morning inSOMETHING’S FISHY HERE…Imagine waiting for the train one morning in
Westfield, when a giant silvery fish jumps up at you where the tracks are supposedWestfield, when a giant silvery fish jumps up at you where the tracks are supposedWestfield, when a giant silvery fish jumps up at you where the tracks are supposedWestfield, when a giant silvery fish jumps up at you where the tracks are supposedWestfield, when a giant silvery fish jumps up at you where the tracks are supposed
to be. Westfielder Daina Krumins imagined just that in the piece, shown, above.to be. Westfielder Daina Krumins imagined just that in the piece, shown, above.to be. Westfielder Daina Krumins imagined just that in the piece, shown, above.to be. Westfielder Daina Krumins imagined just that in the piece, shown, above.to be. Westfielder Daina Krumins imagined just that in the piece, shown, above.
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FIELD OF DREAMS…Do not take it seriously,FIELD OF DREAMS…Do not take it seriously,FIELD OF DREAMS…Do not take it seriously,FIELD OF DREAMS…Do not take it seriously,FIELD OF DREAMS…Do not take it seriously,
but Daina Krumins created quite a scene when shebut Daina Krumins created quite a scene when shebut Daina Krumins created quite a scene when shebut Daina Krumins created quite a scene when shebut Daina Krumins created quite a scene when she
portrayed an alien visitation at Stoneleigh Park inportrayed an alien visitation at Stoneleigh Park inportrayed an alien visitation at Stoneleigh Park inportrayed an alien visitation at Stoneleigh Park inportrayed an alien visitation at Stoneleigh Park in
Westfield.Westfield.Westfield.Westfield.Westfield.
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By MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — In the 1960s,
when most young people were fasci-
nated with the guitar, 10-year-old
Debra Parente-Rosin was learning to
play piano. When she was 13, she was
performing in the opera, Rigoletta.

Today, the Westfield wife and mother
continues to find music to be an im-
portant part of her life. She is an active
member of the Musical Club of
Westfield and the New Jersey Music
Educators Association (NJMEA).

Parente-Rosin teaches piano in her
home studios to approximately 25 to 40
students, and soon she will
be playing keyboard in
Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School’s spring
production of Big.

Born in North
A r l i n g t o n ,
Parente-Rosin
moved to Westfield
almost three years ago,
after first living in
Fanwood. She is a graduate of
Montclair State University where she
majored in piano, minored in voice,
and obtained a Bachelor of Arts degree
in Music Education.

Presently, she is enrolled in a Master’s
Program in Liberal Studies at Kean
University.

In the past, Parente-Rosin has sung
with David Randolph, conductor of
Master Work Chorus in New York
City, the Pro Arte Chorale group and
the choir at The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield.

“My mother says I was singing before
I could walk and talk,” Parente-Rosin
explained, “but I consider myself a
pianist first. One enhances the other.”
She added that playing the piano has
greatly improved her ability to sing.

When it is time to practice, Parente-
Rosin may choose from an assortment
of pianos. In her home, is a Steinway
antique upright, a 6-foot Grand Kawai,
as well as a Yamaha Baby Grand.

“The Yamaha Baby Grand has a

powerful sound, but my favorite is the
Steinway, which dates back to 1911
and has genuine ivory keys,” she said.
Parente-Rosin inherited the Steinway
from her aunt who was a nun.

“Several generations of my family
have played this piano. It gives me a
sentimental feeling,” she shared.

Parente-Rosin’s other interests in-
clude reading, knitting, biking travel-
ing and writing. In 2002, she was the
recipient of a Second Place award, and
in 2003 she was awarded first place by
Phi Kappa Phi honor society for her
essays on the Italian-American image.

As a judge for the NJMEA,
Parente-Rosin auditions

students from ages 6 to
18 with various

musical abilities
who are compet-
ing for cash
prizes and

awards. The stu-
dents must play four

diverse pieces of music
in order to qualify. Two

years in a row, she captured the
Distinguished Teacher Award given by
the association.

Parente-Rosin’s strong background
in traditional music influences her
opinion of modern musical offerings.

“I like the idea of people making
music for music itself,” she explained,
“but I don’t feel a lot of what’s out there
is really music. It’s more like rhythmic
speech and poetry.”

She would like to see society place
more emphasis on the arts.

“Here, in the United States, we put
our sports figures on a pedestal. In
Europe there is more appreciation for
the arts,” she said.

“For me personally, the ability to play
the piano is a gift. I’d like to see all
children learn one musical instrument.
After all, most great composers got their
start as a pianist or violinist,” she added.

Parente-Rosin is married to Chris-
topher Parente-Rosin. The couple have
twin sons, Michael and Justin, both of
whom are musically inclined.

“Here, in the United States, we
put our sports figures on a pedes-
tal. In Europe there is more ap-
preciation for the arts.”

Debra Parente-Rosin,Debra Parente-Rosin,Debra Parente-Rosin,Debra Parente-Rosin,Debra Parente-Rosin,
Westfield mother, pianistWestfield mother, pianistWestfield mother, pianistWestfield mother, pianistWestfield mother, pianist
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Take the StageTake the StageTake the StageTake the StageTake the Stage
With Susan M. Dougherty

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTYBy SUSAN M. DOUGHERTYBy SUSAN M. DOUGHERTYBy SUSAN M. DOUGHERTYBy SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD — “Where there’s
smoke there is fire.” That is proven at
Cranford Dramatic Club’s (CDC)
production of Smokey Joe’s Café
where the musical ensemble bursts
into a bonfire of entertainment each
weekend night.

The beat goes on and the toes are
set to tapping — both on stage and in
the audience of the show with words
and music by Leiber and Stoller. It is
a compilation of songs from the duo;
many are familiar hits from the ‘50s.

In his program notes, Director
Shayne Austin Miller states that he

“played with 30 or so concepts” of
how to put this “story-less” revue
into a production. He says that as the
cast came together as an ensemble, “I
was able to weave a web of relation-
ships: those found, forgotten, lost
and rekindled to create this loose plot
around the music of Smokey Joe’s
Café.”

And that is pretty much what he
has done. Like an artful spider spin-
ning a masterpiece from relatively
nothing, he takes a Spartan stage and
creates a café, a street corner, a bed-
room, backstage of a theater, and the
inside of a church.

Some of the singer/dancers are
better-trained dancers than others,
but one thing is for certain: they all
know Debra Bassin’s original chore-
ography inside out. Movement and
dance, at times, are a combination of
the smooth moves of The Tempta-
tions, The Supremes, Little Anthony
and Elvis Presley, with a Fosse hip
thrust or two thrown in for good
measure.

Savvy casting accounts for the tal-
ented performers being up to the
ultimate musical challenge of selling
a song with only a solid vocal instru-

ment, honed acting skills and decent
staging.

Kudos to director Miller, Vocal
Music Director Tracy Glenn Murray,
and Band Director Mitch Kolesaire
for being able to pull off what is
basically the staging of a string of
tunes that turns into a night of inter-
est for the audience.

“Dance with Me,” a standout num-
ber in the first act, features Tracey
Lynne Haskell, Brian Whitted, and
the rest of the male cast. Kevin
Gardner’s dramatic bass voice in
“Little Egypt,” nicely counterbal-
ances the blending of the male voices.

Following that, Regina Sayles is

vocally and physically red hot. In
fact, her buff body and belting la-
ment are riotously staged in “Don
Juan,” a number in which the gal
gives walking papers to her extrava-
gantly wealthy boyfriend because he
has lost all his money. This number
is a showstopper.

The audience breaks for intermis-
sion at the end of “On Broadway.”
Although it’s a tune they recognize,
this refreshing rendition is almost
double time of the familiar hit.

To the audience’s added delight,
the second act surpasses the first one
in tempo, interest, variety and famil-
iar hits. Jeffrey Foote’s sizzling Broad-
way quality tap dancing elicits spon-
taneous thunderous applause in the
song, “D.W. Washburn.”

The rest of the company keeps up
with him in that piece, and collec-
tively brings down the house in
Haskell’s next number, “Saved.” Gos-
pel isn’t just “an influence” here; the
choir-robed ensemble cuts loose vo-
cally and physically to fuel the em-
bers of an old fashioned revival. And
the audience is filled with believers.
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By MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Every Monday evening like clockwork, I do it to myself again and I berate
myself afterward. It’s like an addiction. I caution myself that things might
improve – there’s always hope – and maybe the writers, actors, producers,
and creators were simply having a bad hair day, writer’s block, or were hit
by a freak lightening bolt. But, week after week? Seems impossible that the
folks at Warner Brothers Television’s “7th Heaven” would drag their
audiences through this hellish purgatory of empty characters, nonsensical
plot twists (some don’t even bend, let alone twist) and horrendous direction.
It’s like the whole cast
and crew took sedatives
and can’t regain con-
sciousness. Still, we yearn
for redemption and the
only way we will be saved
is if this show gets can-
celed.

Normally, I fight tooth
and nail for programs that
seem to be built on a
foundation of morals and
wholesome ideals. Al-
though sometimes that
“tooth” would develop a
cavity from the overly-
saccharine scripts and
episodes tied neatly in a
shiny red bow, still I hung in there to follow the adventures of a reverend,
his perfect wife and giant flock of offspring, neighbors and strangers.

The whole Glen Oak community seems to possess keys to the Camden’s
front and back door. Some even know how to scale the side of the mammoth
house, which, unbelievably, the church congregation pays for. Mom and
Pop Camden are always ready to serve up a batch of milk and cookies to
whatever nomad hits their welcome mat, and they never experience “Empty
Nest Syndrome” because the downtrodden beat a path to their door. Even
one of their son’s ex-girlfriends, “Cecilia,” played by pop singer Jessica
Simpson’s sister, Ashlee, can’t keep her nose out of the Camden refrigerator
long enough to realize that a break-up means a clean break.

Worst of all, every writer knows that a story should reach its climax
somewhere near the middle in order to keep the reader’s, or in this case,
viewer’s interest. “7th Heaven” doesn’t unveil the climax until the end.
Traditionally, the only person aware of the plotline is 13-year-old Ruthie,
who is now glammed in full makeup, demanding her independence as a
single “woman”, has a steady boyfriend living next door and often found
sleeping on the couch, and puts her well-meaning parents in their place with
the persistent roll of the eyes. Ninety-percent of the time, we find ourselves

                                                                                     Warner Brothers Televsion
DELIVER US FROM BOREDOM...Cast mem-DELIVER US FROM BOREDOM...Cast mem-DELIVER US FROM BOREDOM...Cast mem-DELIVER US FROM BOREDOM...Cast mem-DELIVER US FROM BOREDOM...Cast mem-
bers from WB’s “7th Heaven” in a recent episodebers from WB’s “7th Heaven” in a recent episodebers from WB’s “7th Heaven” in a recent episodebers from WB’s “7th Heaven” in a recent episodebers from WB’s “7th Heaven” in a recent episode
during which Ruthie learns it isn’t nice to slanderduring which Ruthie learns it isn’t nice to slanderduring which Ruthie learns it isn’t nice to slanderduring which Ruthie learns it isn’t nice to slanderduring which Ruthie learns it isn’t nice to slander
dead Presidents.dead Presidents.dead Presidents.dead Presidents.dead Presidents.
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Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Once again, the
Arts & Crafts Room at the Westfield
Senior Housing Corporation (WSHC)
complex beckoned residents interested
in learning more from members of the
Westfield Art Association’s (WAA)
Outreach Program about an often-
daunting medium – watercolors.

As each senior was supplied with a
rectangle of watercolor paper, ample
brushes, watercolor kits, blotting pa-
per, and plastic tubs of water, WAA
member Barbara Zietchick distributed
magazines and flower bulb catalogs for
brainstorming.

Most of the ladies in attendance
chose either floral themes or land-
scapes for their projects.

“The main part of watercolor is
‘water’”, instructed Barbara. “It flows,
gets darker and gets lighter. Don’t be
afraid to make a mistake and just see
what works.”

WAA member Janna Sage Peterson
helped residents consider using the
collages they created two weeks ago as
inspiration for their watercolors. For
her piece, Janna studied a collage cre-
ated by WAA member Christine Parker
from resident Walter Steggle’s paint-
ing.

Showing the group a framed mas-
terpiece she had painted as a first-time
watercolorist, resident Doris Miller
explained how she achieved the blos-
soming red flower cradled by green
leaves before a blue backdrop.

Barbara suggested that residents

saturate their watercolor paper with a
water-filled brush before applying paint
to employ the “wet-on-wet” technique.
She also showed residents some of the
watercolors by artist John Moran,
whose works are found at the Whitney
Museum of American Art in New
York. She also taught them how to blot
to achieve different textures and color
flow.

“Do not be
scared,” she said,
“don’t get in the
bind of thinking
that once you’ve
done it, you can’t
change it. It’s up to
you. Go totally
crazy.”

Admitting a
fondness for tulips,
resident Matilda
Reitman dove right
into her project – a
cluster of orange
and red tulips.
Later, she pursued
a challenging depic-
tion of a puppy in a
basket.

At first, resident
Laura Brewer had
her eye on a group
of birch trees for her
composition, but
turned to stunning
anemones instead.
Her project was one
of the most praised
pieces in the bunch.

“With watercolors, you’re allowed
to let your white paper show and let it
sparkle through,” Barbara reported.

Suddenly, the word “sparkle” served
as a springboard for a lively discussion
on “Sparkle Plenty,” a character from
the Dick Tracy comic series, which is
apparently the most popular doll from
the Dick Tracy collection.

“I don’t remember that. Who is
‘Sparkle Plenty?” asked Janna.

“Oh, you’re too young to remem-
ber,” joked Laura.

While stippling, watering, and
brushing their canvases, the residents
and members opined about the Super
Bowl halftime show controversy and


