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Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
STOPPING CRIME…Richard Edge, rear, from the Westfield Department of Public Works hung the new Crime Stoppers
Sign offering rewards for information on crimes. The sign was donated by the Woman’s Club of Westfield. Pictured from
left to right are: Westfield Police Captain Robert Compton, Ruth Positan, Ron Posyton, Detective Jon Cuzzo, Nita
McHugh, Marjorie Wieseman and Sally Brown.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
HELP WANTED…Usually the messages stuck to the side of the daily parking machine are for cleaning services, computer
help or someone selling a used Toyota. Surprisingly, this message was asking for a kidney.

Benjamin B. Corbin  for The Westfield Leader
WITH LOVE...KaBloom of Westfield prepared for the Valentine’s Day rush
with a wreath of red roses and a bouquet of Stargazer Lillies.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

DWC Director Seeks Flexibility
To Downtown Sign Ordinance
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

By a 7 to 1 vote, owners and
operators of Presidential Pen, LLC
located on 112 Central Avenue were
granted permission to erect a flat
mounted sign perpendicular to the
store’s wall, which is called a blade
sign, last Monday evening at the
monthly Board of Adjustment meet-
ing. Currently, Westfield Ordinance
prohibits blade signs.

In addition, the business proposed
six other signs while Westfield Ordi-
nance only allows one sign per store.

Corby O’Connor, Co-Owner of
Presidential Pen, testified on be-
half of her business stating, “We
are asking for this blade sign to
attract business because the store is
located on Central Avenue and is
harder to see because it is set back
from the street. We also want this
blade sign to attract drive-by and
walk-by traffic.”

Sherry Cronin, Executive Direc-
tor of the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration (DWC) also testified on
behalf of the store. She asked board
members for more flexibility when
it comes to signage in the down-
town area. She noted that this par-
ticular store was “set back and

dark.” She added that the Architec-
tural Review Board had already
approved the sign.

Ms. Cronin added that she was in
the process of trying to change the
ordinance for signs and that she
“currently had a rough draft.” She
also stated that she “needed to go
through a design committee and the
DWC Board of Directors, both of
which are volunteer committees.”

She noted that she wanted to see
more blade signs to create “a whole
streetscape look.” Ms. Cronin also
stated that it is a slow process and
commented that until she was ready
to present a final draft, she was
prepared to come before the board
on a “case by case basis” to help
store owners find relief from the
sign ordinance.

Board of Adjustment members
all commented that they would have
liked to see a draft of the proposal
before hearing the case of Presi-
dential Pen, noting that they are
very strict with their sign ordinance.

Members such as Chris Mascaile,
stated that many of the newer stores
were not granted sign relief in their
windows, citing William Sonoma
and Coach as examples.

Board member Francis Smith
asked if the smallness of the store-
front could be considered a hard-
ship allowing relief from the ordi-
nance. Other members noted that
the darkness of the storefront as
well as the fact that it was set back
from the street all could be noted as
hardships.

Board Vice-Chairman William
Heinbokel stated, “My personal
feelings about signs is to see as low
a number as possible in our stores.
Some of the larger chains seem to
want to cram as many signs as

WHS to Be Open
Tuesday, Feb. 17
WESTFIELD -- All Westfield

Public Schools will be closed
next Monday and Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 16 and 17, except
Westfield High School. The high
school will be closed Monday,
February 16, but will be open on
Tuesday for a full day of school.

MS BOE Talks
About Budget,
Summer Camp

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The second phase of the 2004-
2005 budget was the primary fo-
cus at Tuesday night’s
Mountainside Board of Educa-
tion meeting.

This phase includes such cat-
egories as administration, trans-
portation employee benefits, op-
eration and maintenance of plant
services, child study teams and
out of district tuition, which at
$3,772,245 accounts for approxi-
mately one-third of the total bud-
get.

The budget for plant and main-
tenance reflected a sizable in-
crease of $63,000, due to the
opening of Beechwood School.
General administration was an-
other line item that showed a
significant hike over last year’s
actual budget, with an increase of
approximately $65,000.

The addition of 20 telephone
lines, $7,000 in Internet charges
and $3,500 for Verizon and AT&T
charges for Beechwood School is
responsible for the increase.

Transportation was another
item that increased – by approxi-
mately $86,000 — due to the
opening of Beechwood School.

The board briefly discussed put-
ting the transportation contract
out for bid. Board member Rich-
ard Kress reminded his colleagues
that if the contract is re-bid and
the lowest bid comes in higher
than the current contract, state
law requires that the school board
accept the lowest bid even if it is
higher than what is currently be-
ing paid.

The board agreed to investi-
gate solutions without putting the
contract up for bid.

The budget for legal services,
which was allotted $40,000, was
also discussed. Board President
Peter Goggi stated, “In light of
the problems with Hartford
(Bonding Co.), we need to be
cognoscente of that particular line
item.”

The board is in litigation with
Hartford over additional work
done at Beechwood School.

Budget discussions will continue,
with Chief School Administrator
Gerard Schaller stating, “It is im-
perative that we review projected
student enrollment, transportation
and special education. Once these
items are prioritized, then the bud-
get can be reviewed.”

Mr. Goggi added, “This budget
is a draft. It is our duty to go over
the numbers and tweak them ac-
cordingly.”

A special presentation was
made by first grade teacher Susan
Jenks, who urged the board to
approve the school district’s sum-
mer enrichment programs and
camp, which will run alongside
the summer school classes.

If approved, the camp will be-
gin on Friday, June 25, with pre-
camp care starting at 8 a.m. and
after care lasting until 5:30 p.m.

The summer school program
will be broken down into two-
week sessions, with classes run-
ning one hour each, allowing the
student to also participate in the
enrichment or camp program.
Enrichment classes will run in
five-week sessions, from 9 a.m.
until noon.

The camp will also include day
trips, with a tour of Yankee Sta-
dium and a trip to the Bronx Zoo
planned for the last day of camp.

Concerns over sufficient space
in which to house the programs
were addressed. It was determined
that Beechwood has adequate
space to accommodate all three
programs.

A proposed meeting to discuss
the summer program is set for
Thursday, March 25, at which
time any questions regarding the
program will be answered.

Mr. Goggi announced that con-
struction has begun on Deerfield
School, with the duration of work
to last approximately three to four
months.

The first meeting of the Criteria
Committee, formed to set guide-
lines for the search for a new chief
school administrator (CSA), is
slated for Tuesday, March 2. Needs
of the district and criteria for lead-
ership will be determined, which
will be used to place an advertise-
ment in search of a new CSA.

Property Owners
Complain About
Parking Permits

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Tuesday night’s conference ses-
sion of the Westfield Town Council,
several downtown property owners
were present to speak to the council
on the issue of parking permits.

Last year, the owners of Couch
Braunsdorf Insurance Group who
were seeking to sell their parking
permits with their building on North
Avenue approached the council. The
governing body denied their request,
holding to the ordinance that states
the permits are non-transferable.

The Town is also now enforcing
the ordinance, which only allows
tenants to apply for parking permits,
not landlords.

Gary Goodman, the owner of 37
Elm Street since 1979, said that he
had previously been allowed to pur-
chase parking permits for his ten-
ants. He explained that his office
tenants do not stay for long periods
of time, and said that he will be
unable to rent the space without of-
fering parking.

“Ultimately my property will be
worthless if I can’t rent it,” Mr.
Goodman said.

He told the council that he is “just
a warning statement” and that soon
larger tenants such as The Gap will
leave town because of lack of park-
ing.

James Ward, who owns property
on East Broad Street, said that he had
previously purchased permits for his

apartment dwellers, and will now
lose those tenants due to lack of
parking. He pointed out that right
now there is nowhere for tenants to
park in downtown.

Mr. Ward said that he lost retail
tenant Nine West because of parking
problems.

Harriet Diamond, a Westfield resi-
dent with an office at 251 North
Avenue, said that she had signed a
10-year lease with her landlord, who
provided parking permits. She said
that now that she is retiring the land-
lord is concerned that she will not be
able to rent the space without park-
ing.

Westfield resident Michael Dia-
mond said that he spoke to a real
estate expert who said that he will
not bring qualified buyers to
Westfield because there is no park-
ing. He said that, “not treating land-
lords fairly is a trip wire.”

Downtown Westfield Corporation
Executive Director Sherry Cronin
said that she is “concerned very much
about this issue,” and that the town
needs an “equitable solution.”

Mayor Gregory McDermott stated
that residential permits are currently
being considered in committee.

In other business, the council dis-
cussed an ordinance to be voted on
next week, which would implement
a fee on development.

A fee of $3,888.89 would be taken
for the construction of each new

Borough Council Seeks Funds
For Batting Cage Construction

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

During their monthly agenda set-
ting council meeting governing mem-
bers of Mountainside stated that a
second and final reading of, Ordi-
nances 1066, 1067, 1068 and 1069
would be read at next week’s council
meeting.

The ordinances will update permit
and inspection fees for construction
and zoning according to state regula-
tions, amend community pool fees
for the 2004 summer season by a 2
percent increase, establish an Assis-
tant Engineering position and create
an ordinance prohibiting parking on
the West side of Woodacres Drive
from 2:30 to 4 p.m. on school days.

Last month, members of the gov-
erning body discussed Ordinance
1068 to prohibit parking during
school hours on the west side of
Woodacres Drive from Pembrook
Road to Meeting House Lane.

Police Chief James Debbie noted
that there is a congestion problem in
that area since the opening of the
Beechwood School.

He stated that when cars are parked
on either side of the street a bus and

a car cannot pass each other and fears
the outcome if an emergency vehicle
needed to get through at that time of
day.

It was also discussed by members
of the council that the starting times
for the Beechwood and Deerfield
Schools are the same, causing speed-
ing problems for parents having chil-
dren in both schools and trying to get
them to their destinations on time.

In other business, Councilman
Keith Turner reported that the Field
Maintenance Committee had re-
cently met and noted that the con-
struction had been started for the
bathrooms at the baseball fields by
the Deerfield School, but had to stop
because of the weather.

He also stated that when the work
can again resume, it was estimated to
take approximately four or five weeks
to complete.

Mr. Turner added that due to the
generous donations of specific

Mountainside residents, batting
cages are also proposed behind the
Deerfield School. He noted that
more money was needed to com-
plete the project stating that the
land being used for the cages is
“swampy” and needs to be “built-up
and paved.”

He stated that the two cages will
have a 10-foot fence surrounding
them and will be locked when not in
use. He also noted that one cage will
be used for softball and one for base-
ball, with the managers of the youth
programs holding the keys.

Mr. Turner also stated that the land
being used for the cages is munici-
pality property. He concluded by
saying that the cages will not be open
for use during school hours at the
request of the Mountainside Board
of Education.

The next council meeting will be
held on Tuesday, February 16, at 8
p.m.

possible, especially the appliqués.
We need to cut back as many signs
as possible for this application. I
have a problem with the appliqués
proposed on the windows. We need
to be consistent.”
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WESTFIELD VOLUNTEER
RESCUE SQUAD BLOTTER

Statistics for Year End 2003

Nature of Call:
Cardiac
Cardiac Arrest
Motor Vehicle Accident
Burns
OB/GYN
DOA
GOA
False Medical Alert
Lift Assist
Fire
Choking/Airway Obstruction
Allergic Reaction
Amputation
Bleeding/Hemorrhage
Chest Injury
Abdominal Injury
Diabetic Related
Gastro Intestinal Distress
Illness - other
Injury - other
Head/Neck Injury
Heat/Cold Related
Poisoning
Respiratory Distress
Seizure
Shock/Trauma
Spinal Injury
Stroke
Fracture (suspected)
Syncope
Unconscious
Behavioral Emergency
Standby
Pre-Arranged Transports
TOTAL

Number of  Calls:

173
24
136
11
13
17
9
7

84
3

23
26
4

133
23
8

59
201
185
114
201

8
9

319
58
6

81
57
164
97
52
100
13
20

2438

Total Volunteer Hours : 27,077

 

New Signs Will Raise Funds
For Crime Stoppers Rewards

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Woman’s Club, Blue Streak Mo-
tors of Roselle and Ron Posyton
of Maguire Cadillac are three of
Westfield’s first sponsors of a
municipal sign fundraising pro-
gram created by Union County
Crime Stoppers, in cooperation
with the Union County Police
Chiefs Association and Union
County Traffic Officers Associa-
tion.

The funds are needed to replen-
ish monies used to reward anony-
mous callers for assisting local
law enforcement in solving crimes
and catching the perpetrators. The
program is celebrating its twenti-
eth year, and has helped solve
over 200 serious, violent felony
cases.

Union County Crime Stoppers
Board, which includes business
interests, private citizens, the me-
dia and law enforcement, pay
anonymous cash rewards up to
$5,000 for information that leads
to the arrest and indictment of
criminals, homicides, armed rob-
beries, burglaries, aggravated as-
sault and other violent crimes.

Ron Posyton, who serves as
Crime Stoppers chairman, is the
only board member known to the
public said, “Our organization
works with law enforcement and
the media to help catch the crimi-
nals. A caller can call our “TIPS”
hotline around the clock. We don’t
need the person’s name, only the
information. The caller is assigned
a number, and, when a reward is
given, that person simply gives

that number to a bank teller and
collects the cash. I like to say that
crime doesn’t pay, but we do.”
The TIPS hotline is manned by
the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office during regular business
hours, and at all other times by
the Union County Police Depart-
ment.

Additional sponsors are needed
for specified signs that will be
posted on major thoroughfares in
all 21 Union County municipali-
ties. These metal signs contain
the Crime Stoppers logo and TIPS
telephone number. A separate sign
designating the sponsor will be
posted below each sign.

Current sponsors include busi-
nesses, organizations and indi-
viduals. The sponsors can specify
which municipalities the sign will
be located in. The signs are being
posted on existing signposts on
key roadways identified by the
local police departments, in co-
operation with the local depart-
ment of public works and the
Union County Sheriff’s Office
S.L.A.P. program.

The first year sponsorship costs
$250 for one sign for a one-year
period, or $500 for three signs for
a one year period, with a maxi-
mum of one sign per selected
municipality. The signs can be
renewed annually for $100.

Anyone wishing to sponsor a
sign is asked to call the Crimes
Stoppers TIPS hotline at (908)
654-TIPS (654-8477) or Chair-
man Ron Posyton at (908) 889-
9028.

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

MOUNTAINSIDE

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6
•  Cesar Mendez, Jr., 19, of Irvington

was arrested and charged with disor-
derly conduct, obstruction, resisting ar-
rest and consumption of alcohol by a
person under legal age after using offen-
sive language and tumultuous behavior
towards the theatre manager. He was
released without bail.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7
•  Timothy Davis, 32, of Irvington was

charged with driving under the influence
on Route 22. Davis was released to a
responsible party.

      Lauren S. Pass  for The Westfield Leader
THE PERFECT GIFT…Kim Rowe of Princeton is simply delighted with the
purchase of a special gift at Beautiful Things in Scotch Plains. Susan Musano,
store manager and owner Nell Goodwin, delight their customers with unique
and contemporary gifts.

Kindergarten Registration
Set at WF Public Schools

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Public School District will register
children who will become eligible
for kindergarten in the 2004-2005
school year. The district is also inter-
ested in children who have not been
in public school but will enter first
grade in the fall.

Any Westfield child who reaches
his/her fifth or sixth birthday on or
before Friday, October 1, is eligible
to register.

Evening registration will be avail-
able at the Board Administration
Building, 302 Elm Street in the sec-
ond floor conference room. Appoint-
ments should be made for the evening
registration (dates listed below) by
calling (908) 789-4420.

Appointments should also be made
for individual school registrations. The
registration schedule is as follows:

• Wednesday, February 25, from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. at Franklin Elemen-
tary School, (908) 789-4592;

• Monday, March 1, from 8 a.m. to
4 p.m. at Franklin School; and Wil-

son Elementary School, (908) 789-
4605;

• Tuesday, March 2, from 8 a.m. to
4 p.m. at Wilson School;

• Wednesday, March 3, from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. at Wilson School; and
from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Administra-
tion Building, 302 Elm Street, (908)
789-4420;

• Thursday, March 4, from 8 a.m. to
4 p.m. at Tamaques Elementary School,
(908) 789-4580; from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at Jefferson Elementary School, (908)
789-4490; and from 6 to 8 p.m. at the
Administration Building.

• Friday, March 5, from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. at Jefferson School; and from
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Washington El-
ementary School, (908) 789-4600;

• Wednesday, March 10, from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. at McKinley Elemen-
tary School, (908) 789-4555; and

• Thursday, March 11, from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. at Franklin School;

The following information is
needed at time of registration: Proof
of residence (such as a tax or utility
bill), child’s birth certificate (with
raised seal) and proof of required
immunizations (check with the ap-
propriate school to find out what
medical records are necessary).

Any questions about the registra-
tion process should be referred to any
elementary school. In the event of a
delayed opening or school closing
due to inclement weather, registra-
tion for that day will be rescheduled.

Iannazzone Placed
On Fall Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Wake Forest Uni-
versity in Winston-Salem, N.C. has
reported that Westfield resident Julie
Catherine Iannazzone was placed on
the Dean’s List for the fall 2003
semester. Julie is a senior focusing
her studies in health and exercise.

Author Day Presentations
Held at Tamaques School

THE JOY OF WRITING…To encourage more reading and writing outside
of the classroom, children’s authors and illustrators offered special presen-
tations at Tamaques Elementary School during the Annual Author Day.
Pictured, left to right, are: author David Lubar, School Librarian Susan
Locasio, illustrator Felicia Zekauskas, and author Peter Maloney.

WESTFIELD – Tamaques El-
ementary School students encoun-
tered children’s authors and illus-
trators during the school’s Annual
Author Day, which was organized
by the school’s Parent-Teacher Or-
ganization and library staff.

The event was held to inspire
students to read and write more on
their own.

Author Peter Maloney and illus-
trator Felicia Zekauskas, who have
collaborated several picture books
including “Redbird at Rockefeller
Center” and “The Magic Hockey
Stick,” spoke to students in the
kindergarten, first and second
grades.

During their presentation, they
read from “Belly Button Boy” while

displaying the story’s illustrations
on a large screen, and answered
students’ questions.

David Lubar, the author of “The
Accidental Monster” series, “Flip,”
“Dunk,” and “Monster Road,”
among others, spoke to third, fourth
and fifth graders. He told the stu-
dents how he finds inspiration for
his books, and read one of his short
stories.

Mr. Lubar also conducted writing
exercises with the students to help
them explore their creative poten-
tial.

Mr. Maloney, Ms. Zekauskas and
Mr. Lubar signed copies of their
books for the students, and enjoyed
a luncheon with the Tamaques teach-
ers.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
COOKIES FOR TROOPS…Congressman Michael Ferguson and Victoria
Attanasio from Girl Scout Troop 701 stopped at the Westfield Diner seeking
donations to pay for Girl Scout Cookies to be sent to the troops in Iraq.

residential unit and a fee based on
floor area for non-residential con-
struction.

First Ward Republican Council-
man Sal Caruana explained that the
new Council on Affordable Housing
(COAH) regulations, which are pro-
posed to be passed in July, may be
retroactive. He said that for every
nine new units of housing built the
town would be required to provide
one unit of affordable housing, and
for every 30 new employees one
affordable housing unit is required.

Councilman Caruana said that the
town will be able to transfer 50 per-
cent of their obligation by paying
$35,000 per unit into the state’s fund.
The other half of the town’s obliga-
tion must be met by the town provid-
ing the opportunity for affordable
housing. The town could require
developers to include one unit of
affordable housing within each 10
being built.

If the regulations are not retroac-
tive, the fees collected will be re-
funded to the developers.

Next week, the council will be
hearing a presentation on the traffic
study from Edwards and Kelcey. This
will be the first of two presentations,
another meeting will be held de-
voted solely to the traffic study.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council

Mountainside Library Posts
Upcoming Family Activities
MOUNTAINSIDE — The

Mountainside Public Library will
offer a variety of activities for fami-
lies and children in the community,
beginning this month and continuing
through March.

A Preschool storytime will be held
on Thursdays, February 26 through
April 1, from 2 to 2:30 p.m. Toddler
storytime will be held on Wednes-
days, March 3 to March 24, from
10:30 to 11 a.m.

In-person registration for first-time
participants is required for both pro-
grams, along with proof of age at the
time of registration. Individuals who
have participated in these programs

before may register by calling the
library at (908) 233-0115.
Storytime programs are open to
Mountainside Library cardholders
only.

On Saturday, March 13, the library
will present “Origami with Mary
Kao” for children in kindergarten
through grade 6, which is open to the
public.

This program is scheduled for 2
p.m. and is sponsored by the Friends
of the Mountainside Public Library.
To sign up, please call the library.
Additionally, an origami exhibit will
be on display during the month of
March.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3
•  Gary Testa, 48, of Chatham was

arrested on Central Avenue and
charged with driving while under the
influence of alcohol. He was released
on his own recognizance to a respon-
sible party.

•  Youseland Josue, 20, of Eliza-

beth was arrested at a North Avenue
store and charged with theft, identity
theft, credit card theft, forgery and
computer theft.

Josue, who was charged in con-
nection with the theft of credit cards
from a store employee, was being
held in lieu of $10,000 bail.

Westfield for the
Week of January 26

Raymond Martin to Jon and
Madeline Black, 952 Prospect
Street, $650,000.

Steven and Sherrie Natko to Kevin
and Sherry Varian, 232 Linden Av-
enue, $740,000.

M.M. Real Estate Developers, Inc.
to Thomas and Alexandra Sanford,
522 Codding Road, $695,000.

M.M. Real Estate Developers, Inc.
to James and Margarita Abate, 544
Codding Road, $679,900.

Nanette and Carl Ingrassia to
Carol Lyons, 600 Fourth Avenue,
$285,000.

George and Nancy Fratt to Joseph
and Susan Pink, 735 Castleman

Recent Home Sales

Drive, $520,000.
Maria and John Cimino to Chris-

topher Roberge and Keum Park, 920
Carlton Road, $590,000.

Messercola Bros. Building Co.,
Inc. to Ryan and Kara Rever, 164
Harrow Road, $700,000.

Alison Gebbie to Messercola
Bros. Building Co., Inc., 4 Mohawk
Trail, $379,000.

Jacob Di Iorio Cited
For Academic Honor
BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The

Martin J. Whitman School of Man-
agement at Syracuse University
in Syracuse, N.Y. recently reported
that Berkeley Heights resident
Jacob Di Iorio was named to the
Dean’s List for the fall 2003 se-
mester.

Jacob is a sophomore majoring
in general management.


