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Final Site Plan Approved
For Bowcraft Water Park

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Zoning Board
of Adjustment approved two vari-
ance applications last week and also
took final action on a site plan appli-
cation that will allow Bowcraft
Amusement Park to go forward with
its planned water park.

At the monthly meeting last Thurs-
day, the board approved applications
that will permit two homeowners to
proceed with substantial renovations.

Jennifer DiLollo of 410 Union
Avenue will make various improve-
ments to her home, including the
removal of an existing unattached
garage and construction of a new
attached garage, construction of a
family room, and installation of a
new front porch.

David and Elizabeth Strong of 4
Heritage Lane will also renovate their
home, including converting the side
of their house into the front entrance
and making other structural improve-
ments.

At the start of its meeting, the
board, during what is normally a
formality in memorializing previ-
ously approved applications, dis-
cussed the Bowcraft water park ap-
plication, which was approved in
December. Bowcraft’s owners are
planning for a two-phase project, the
first being the construction of a new
maintenance building at the north-
western corner of the property that
will replace several storage trailers
presently found elsewhere. The text
of the approval resolution seemed to
some board members to be vague as

to when the existing storage trailers
would actually to be disposed of.

Some board members suggested
wording changes to ensure that the
trailers would be removed before the
second phase of the project, the con-
struction of the water park, begins.

Board member Chris Abeel sug-
gested changing the phrasing so
Bowcraft would be required to re-
move the old trailers “by the conclu-

sion of phase one,” but board attor-
ney Vincent Loughlin expressed some
concern about enforcing that require-
ment.

Finally, it was agreed the phrase
“within six months after phase one
has begun,” be inserted so that
Bowcraft would have 180 days from
the time demolition and building
permits are issued for the construc-
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David B. Corbin for The Times
UNION COUNTY WRESTLING CHAMPIONS…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School wrestling team rejoices after
dethroning Roselle Park for the Union County Wrestling championship in Union on February 7. Roselle Park owned the
title for the past seven years. It was the first-ever Union County mat title for the Raiders, whose Head Coach, John Scholz,
center, was also named Union County Coach of the Year.

SP Struggles With Budget
To Minimize Tax Increase

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains Township Manager
Thomas Atkins is recommending to
the Township Council a 2004 mu-
nicipal budget of just under $19.547
million that would be funded by a
five-point increase in the municipal
portion of local property taxes.

As it does annually, the council
will spend the next several weeks
examining and, most likely, adjust-
ing some of the spending requests for
various municipal departments be-
fore the budget is formally intro-
duced in the early spring. Two bud-
get hearings have been set for
Wednesdays, February 18 and Feb-
ruary 25, at 7:30 p.m.

Unlike last year, when the council
adopted a budget financed by an 18-
point municipal property tax increase
in the midst of a weak economy, little

increase in state aid, lower invest-
ment income and a lower municipal
surplus, township officials will be
working on this year’s budget in a
somewhat improved fiscal environ-
ment.

“The financial picture for 2004 is
certainly better than 2003,” Mr.
Atkins said.

Mr. Atkins noted that, for one, this
year’s municipal surplus is $1.356
million versus $956,000 in 2003, “so
we are going back in the right direc-
tion.”

Construction code fees are ex-
pected to increase this year as well.
On the other hand, interest on invest-
ments and deposits continues to be
low, given the low interest rates in
general. State assistance is not ex-
pected to be higher than last year
after two years of miniscule increases.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

S. Plains Township Will Not Have
To Go It Alone on Jitney Service

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

In the wake of the decision by the
Fanwood Borough Council last week
not to go forward with the proposed
jitney bus service, Scotch Plains
Mayor Martin Marks said he doesn’t
expect the township will be able to
finance costs on its own, meaning
the project is ended for the foresee-
able future.

Two weeks ago, the Joint Trans-
portation Agency, a group of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood representatives
overseeing the development of the
jitney service, voted unanimously
that the venture not go forward after
hearing a report that buses involved
in similar programs in other towns
were reported to be unreliable, and
that the overall profitability of the
project could not be guaranteed.

Last week, the Fanwood council
agreed to cease its participation in
the project.

The two Scotch Plains representa-
tives to the Agency, Mayor Marks
and Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato, were not present at the
January 27 meeting where the vote
was taken, due to a Township Coun-
cil meeting taking place at the same
time.

“I was disappointed that such a
monumental decision was made
without Scotch Plains representa-
tives there,” Mayor Marks told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times at the
council’s meeting on Tuesday
evening. He said that, “we’re not in
a position” to finance the project
alone.

In other business at the council’s
regular meeting, the mayor an-
nounced that Congressman Michael
Ferguson had informed him that the
township is being awarded a $117,000
grant from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency for the pur-
chase of new radios for the local fire
department.

The council gave its final approval
to an ordinance appropriating
$130,000 from the state Department
of Transportation to be used for road-
way improvements to a section of
Plainfield Avenue.

Another ordinance was approved
that slightly raises membership and
greens fees at Scotch Hills Country
Club. Councilman Frank Rossi noted

that fees at the nine-hole facility
haven’t been increased in four
years.

An ordinance was introduced that
will restrict parking on both sides of
Concord Street, from its intersection
with Old Farm Road to a point 330
feet southward. Parking will be lim-
ited to two hours between 8 a.m. and
3 p.m. on school days. A public
hearing and vote on the ordinance
will be held at the council’s Tuesday,
February 24 meeting.

Two resolutions were passed au-
thorizing the purchase of two new
vehicles, a 2002 Ford pickup truck
costing slightly more than $19,000
for the Department of Public Works
and a 2004 Dodge Durango costing
not more than $30,000 for the De-
partment of Inspections.

At the start of its meeting, the
council passed a resolution express-
ing its appreciation to Scotch Plains
Library Director Meg Kolaya for
her efforts in keeping the library
functioning after a serious fire a
year ago.

                       Lauren S. Pass  for The Times
THE PERFECT GIFT…Kim Rowe of Princeton, right, is simply delighted with
the purchase of a special gift at Beautiful Things in Scotch Plains. Susan
Musano, left, store manager, and owner Nell Goodwin delight their customers
with unique and contemporary gifts.

          Brooks Crandall  for The Times
SEEING SPARKS…Youngsters flocked to the 23rd Annual Science Fair at Coles Elementary School in Scotch Plains last
Saturday. There were many exhibits for the children to interact with while learning. Pictured above, the principles of
electrostatic physics are being demonstrated.
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Fanwood Continues Participation
In Municipal Alliance Program

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Fanwood will participate in the 2004
Municipal Alliance Program, it was
decided at Tuesday’s regular council
meeting. The program is funded by
federal and county dollars, with
Fanwood and Scotch Plains being asked
to match the funds.

The primary purpose of the pro-
gram, explained Council President
Katherine Mitchell, is “to help steer
children away from drugs and alco-
hol.”

One awareness activity is the Purple
Ribbon campaign in March, when
schools distribute purple ribbons to
students and families to wear and post
around town. Also, a graduation party
is held every year as a dry alternative
for teens who might otherwise attend
parties where alcohol and drugs are
available.

There are also programs involving
seniors and women, and activities for
men will begin this fall.

After a discussion was held regard-
ing the program at a previous council
meeting, a representative from the
Municipal Alliance Program met with
the mayor and council on Monday
night to explain the purpose and goals
of the program.

Councilman Stuart Kline felt it was
a “worthwhile objective” but is con-
cerned if it is an appropriate use of
taxpayer dollars. He said he might
suggest donating a lower dollar amount
to the effort.

Councilwoman Donna Dolce be-
lieves the benefit of the program is to
give “healthy choices,” and believes
that the current investment is small
compared to future rehabilitation costs
for drug and alcohol addiction.

Council President Mitchell agreed,
stating that she works in the healthcare
industry and sees the long-term health
care costs of those dealing with addic-
tion. At the conclusion of the discus-
sion, a resolution was passed, with Coun-
cilman Kline as the only “no” vote.

In other business, Councilwoman
Dolce announced that La Grande Park’s
skating area is in a state of disrepair
and that the Recreation Commission
is deciding how to handle the problem.

Councilwoman Dolce also addressed
the continuing issue of a lack of avail-
able restrooms at La Grande Park. She
stated that the commission is aware of
how difficult it is for families using the
park to have no facilities open.

She explained that many different
remedies have been attempted over the
years; however, there continues to be
major vandalization, making the ex-
pense too great to keep the facilities
open.

The community center at Forest
Road Park is completed, and now awaits
the arrival of tables and chairs to make
the space fully functioning. The center
has a maximum capacity of 100 people,
and will be used as the primary gather-
ing place for the Fanwood senior citi-
zens group.

In addition, the Recreation Com-
mission is looking at establishing a fee
structure for those wishing to rent it for
activities and functions.

Councilman Jack Molenaar reported
that the Historic Preservation Com-
mission has not yet received official
notice of acceptance regarding the sta-
tus of the Fanwood Historic Park Dis-
trict, and that it may take up to six
months to receive the final decision.

However, the commission is antici-
pating a positive outcome, and is plan-
ning to raise funds to “create design
principles, document and make an in-
ventory of historic buildings, and place
historic markers” on buildings.

The Historic Preservation Commis-
sion continues to seek photographs
and materials from residents for an
upcoming book that is due  to be sent
to the publisher in April of this year.

The Environmental Commission has
proposed creating a “bicycle path and
recreation trail along the PSE&G power
lines, including Scotch Plains and other
areas in Union County,” stated Council-
man Molenaar. The subject will go to
the Planning Board for consideration.

In a Public Safety report, Council
President Mitchell stated that the
Fanwood Police Department has been
conducting motor vehicle stops and
issuing citations for violations. In prior
years, these types of stops were done
only once or twice a year, but will now
be done six times per year.

The Fanwood Policemen’s Benevo-
lent Association is sponsoring an event
to raise money to benefit five-year-old
Robert Cleary, a Fanwood resident
with adrenoleukodystrophy, a life-
threatening genetic disease, whose
prognosis is dire.

The event, a bus trip to Atlantic City
on Saturday, February 28, will depart
the Fanwood train station at 9 a.m.
Tickets are available for $30, which
includes a $15 coin redemption as well
as food and drink on the bus.

“We are a small community and
must help our own,” emphasized Coun-
cil President Mitchell. She went on to
request that her councilmates and all
residents donate $30 each to help the
ailing child.

For information, please call Patrol-
man Brian Bartiromo at (908) 322-
5000, extension no. 166.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
COOKIES FOR TROOPS…Congressman Michael Ferguson and Victoria
Attanasio from Girl Scout Troop No. 701 stopped at the Westfield Diner seeking
donations to pay for Girl Scout Cookies to be sent to the troops in Iraq.
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Lauren S. Pass for The Times
STOPPING CRIME…Richard Edge, rear, from the Westfield Department of Public Works hung the new Crime Stoppers
Sign offering rewards for information on crimes. The sign was donated by the Woman’s Club of Westfield. Pictured from
left to right are: Westfield Police Captain Robert Compton, Ruth Positan, Ron Posyton, Detective Jon Cuzzo, Nita
McHugh, Marjorie Wieseman and Sally Brown.

tion of the new maintenance build-
ing to remove the old trailers, which
are presently situated at the top of the
Route 22 property.

Other resolutions memorialized
last week were for Charlie Brown’s
restaurant, which will enact various
improvements to make the facility
more handicapped-accessible,
Scotch Hills Inc., which operates a
car wash on Plainfield Avenue and
will subdivide its property and build
a garage, and several residential
homeowners who plan to make vari-
ous improvements to their homes.

After the two hearings on the vari-
ance applications, the board went into
closed session to interview Mary Moody,
a potential professional planner. Last
month, the Planning Board also spoke
with Ms. Moody about the position.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Water Park

New Signs Will Raise Funds
For Crime Stoppers Rewards

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Woman’s Club, Blue Streak Motors
of Roselle and Ron Posyton of
Maguire Cadillac are three of
Westfield’s first sponsors of a mu-
nicipal sign fundraising program cre-
ated by Union County Crime Stop-
pers, in cooperation with the Union
County Police Chiefs Association
and Union County Traffic Officers
Association.

The funds are needed to replenish
monies used to reward anonymous
callers for assisting local law en-
forcement in solving crimes and
catching the perpetrators. The pro-
gram is celebrating its 20th year, and
has helped solve over 200 serious,
violent felony cases.

The Union County Crime Stoppers
Board, which includes business inter-
ests, private citizens, the media and
law enforcement, pay anonymous cash
rewards up to $5,000 for information
that leads to the arrest and indictment
of criminals, homicides, armed rob-
beries, burglaries, aggravated assault
and other violent crimes.

Ron Posyton, who serves as Crime
Stoppers chairman and is the only
board member known to the public,
said, “Our organization works with
law enforcement and the media to
help catch the criminals. A caller can
call our “TIPS” hotline around the
clock. We don’t need the person’s
name, only the information. The caller
is assigned a number, and, when a
reward is given, that person simply

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3
•  Gary Testa, 48, of Chatham was

arrested on Central Avenue and
charged with driving while under the
influence of alcohol. He was released
on his own recognizance to a respon-
sible party.

•  Youseland Josue, 20, of Eliza-
beth was arrested at a North Avenue
store and charged with theft, identity
theft, credit card theft, forgery and
computer theft.

Josue, who was charged in con-
nection with the theft of credit cards
from a store employee, was being
held in lieu of $10,000 bail.

In fact, Mr. Atkins said, “if we
experience any decrease, we will be
in worse shape.” State aid in 2003
totaled $2.968 million, or about one-
sixth of last year’s $18.625 million
township budget.

The recommended $19.5 million
budget is about $921,000, or 4.9
percent, higher than last year, while
the proposed five-point tax increase
would amount to an additional $60
for the average assessed home of
$120,000. Mr. Atkins noted that, over
a 14-year period from 1991-2004,
the average tax increase in Scotch
Plains to fund municipal govern-
ment activities is $53 annually, which
he called “a financial history record
to be proud of for such a long period
of time.”

When omitting the highest and low-
est yearly tax increases during the
period, the 12-year average amounts
to $44. The highest municipal tax
increase occurred last year, at $216,
while the lowest figure was the zero
increase in 2000.

Several budget items will see large
increases. They will account for about
two-thirds of the overall increase in
expenditures this coming year. Some
areas in the local government have
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SP Struggles With Budget
To Minimize Tax Increase

little or no ability to cut spending,
such as the $158,828 increase in
salary and wages for the police de-
partment as part of its existing con-
tract, which is in its last year; an
additional $82,269 in mandated po-
lice and fire pension contributions; a
$62,350 increase in street lighting
and fire hydrant maintenance costs
due to rate hikes; an added $52,000
for health and other insurance; and
slightly more than $200,000 more
for winter weather emergencies, road
maintenance and contractually-man-
dated salaries in the public works
department.

Funds have been proposed to con-
tinue several popular township pro-
grams, including the residential
spring cleanup and the recycling pro-
gram. Additional financing will need
to be proposed for the fall leaf pick-
up program.

The township will have to find a
new site to temporarily store leaves
since the Broadway site, where leaves
were stored in past years, is no longer
available. The site is being devel-
oped.

Funds are also included in the 2004
budget recommendations for road-
way improvements.

Hellstern Placed
On Fall Dean’s List
SCOTCH PLAINS – Western

New England College in Spring-
field, Mass. has named Tricia
Hellstern of Scotch Plains to the
Dean’s List for the fall 2003 se-
mester. Tricia is a senior at the
college.

DECA Students Meet Key
Washington, D.C. Leaders

HIGH-LEVEL MEETING…During a trip to Washington, D.C., three Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School DECA students had the opportunity to convene
with key leaders for their project on the Free Enterprise system. Pictured, left
to right, are: student Ted Sensor, Federal Trade Commission Commissioner
Thomas Leary, and students Michael Hessemer and Jeremy Sanders.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Three
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
DECA students, Mike Hessemer, Jer-
emy Sanders, and Ted Sensor trav-
eled to Washington, D.C. on January
15 and 16 to interview government
officials and private agencies to fur-
ther their knowledge about the Free
Enterprise system.

These students will compile their
findings into a Free Enterprise Project
that will be submitted into competi-
tion at the DECA state conference in
Cherry Hill from Thursday to Satur-
day, February 26 to 28.

Their project, which is aimed at
furthering their knowledge of the
nation’s economic system and how
the government is involved in regu-
lation, anti-trust and corporate merg-
ers, was highlighted with their trip to
Washington, D.C. where they con-
ducted interviews with the Federal
Trade Commission (FTC), the Com-
petitive Enterprise Institute, and the
National Federation of Independent
Businesses.

“We certainly learned a lot about
the different view points of govern-
ment regulation in the Free Enter-
prise system. There is a lot to learn
about our economic system, and it is
the duty of those who understand its
intricacies to pass the knowledge on
to others so they can understand how

our economy works on both a small
and large scale,” stated junior DECA
member Jeremy Sanders.

The interviews were a success,
and the three DECA students had the
opportunity to meet with FTC Com-
missioner Thomas Leary, an appoin-
tee of President Clinton.

The DECA Free Enterprise team
will be passing on their findings to
other members of the community. A
debate is to be televised on TV-34,
posing the question “What is the role
of government regulation in the Free
Enterprise system?”

The debate will be sided by the
three DECA students taking on Eco-
nomics teacher Eric Rosenmeier and
Marketing and Business Education
teacher Dan Margolis. The project
chairmen also will be teaching sev-
eral ninth grade classes at the high
school, enlightening them on the
workings of the Free Enterprise sys-
tem.

“So far I feel the project has been
very successful, and combining the
knowledge we’ve gained so far with
the events we have planned, this
project has a good shot at being a
national winner in Nashville in May,”
said Ted Sensor.

Brooks Crandall for The Times
HELP WANTED…Usually the messages stuck to the side of the daily parking
machine are for cleaning services, computer help or someone selling a used
Toyota. Surprisingly, this message was asking for a kidney.
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POLICE BLOTTER

MOUNTAINSIDE

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6
•  Cesar Mendez, Jr., 19, of

Irvington was arrested and charged
with disorderly conduct, obstruction,
resisting arrest and consumption of
alcohol by a person under legal age
after using offensive language and
tumultuous behavior towards the the-
atre manager. He was released with-
out bail.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7
•  Timothy Davis, 32, of Irvington

was charged with driving under the
influence on Route 22. Davis was
released to a responsible party.

UCC Professor Will Attend
Next College Club Meeting

FANWOOD – Lawrence Hogan,
Professor of History at Union County
College, will be the featured speaker
at the meeting of the College Club of
Fanwood-Scotch Plains on Monday,
February 23, at 7:30 p.m. in the
library of Union Catholic Regional
High School.

The program, which is free and
open to the public, is entitled “The
Shady Rest Country Club: A Black
New Jersey Cultural Oasis,” and is

expected to be of particular inter-
est to history buffs and avid golf-
ers.

Professor Hogan will discuss the
country club, which is presently
known as the Scotch Hills Country
Club, and how it was successfully
owned and operated by African-
Americans during the 1920s through
the 1950s – an era of segregation in
the United States.

Union Catholic Regional High
School is located on Martine Avenue
in Scotch Plains.

For more information, please call
Nancy at (908) 889-7624.

Guys and Dolls Slated
At Wardlaw-Hartridge;
SP Residents Included

SCOTCH PLAINS – Prepa-
rations are underway for the
Wardlaw-Hartridge School pro-
duction of Guys and Dolls from
Thursday to Saturday, March 4
to 6, which will include local
Upper School students.

Andrew Bellisari, Matt
Forman, Matt Darwin and
Michael Mietlicki, all from
Scotch Plains, will be part of
one of the biggest casts the
school has seen in years.

Tickets, priced at $5 each,
may be purchased a half-hour
before the 7:30 p.m. curtain.

For more details about the
show, please call (908) 754-
1882 during business hours.

gives that number to a bank teller and
collects the cash. I would like to say
that crime doesn’t pay, but we do.”
The TIPS hotline is manned by the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office
during regular business hours, and at
all other times by the Union County
Police Department.

Additional sponsors are needed for
specified signs that will be posted on
major thoroughfares in all 21 Union
County municipalities. These metal
signs contain the Crime Stoppers logo
and TIPS telephone number. A sepa-
rate sign designating the sponsor will
be posted below each sign.

Current sponsors include busi-
nesses, organizations and individu-
als. The sponsors can specify which
municipalities the sign will be lo-
cated in. The signs are being posted
on existing signposts on key road-
ways identified by the local police
departments, in cooperation with the
local department of public works
and the Union County Sheriff’s Of-
fice S.L.A.P. program.

The first year sponsorship costs
$250 for one sign for a one-year pe-
riod, or $500 for three signs for a one
year period, with a maximum of one
sign per selected municipality. The
signs can be renewed annually for
$100.

Anyone wishing to sponsor a sign
is asked to call the Crimes Stoppers
TIPS hotline at (908) 654-TIPS (654-
8477) or Chairman Ron Posyton at
(908) 889-9028.

ROLLERCOASTER ARCHITECTS…Third graders in Carol Hutchinson’s
class at Evergreen Elementary School in Scotch Plains constructed a rollercoaster
as the final challenge of the class after an eight-week course on “Move it – Build
it.” The students learned about levers, gears, wheels and axles, inclined planes
and pulleys as part of their science class.


