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Susan Rosander
Fourth  Grade Teacher

McGinn Elementary School, Scotch Plains

Ithaca College Reports
Shulman Graduation
WESTFIELD – Lacey Shulman,

the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jay
Shulman of Westfield, received her
master’s degree in occupational
therapy from Ithaca College in New
York in December of 2003.

Prior to that, she earned her under-
graduate degree in occupational sci-
ence from Ithaca College in May of
2002.

As a graduate student, Lacey held
internships at Moss Rehabilitation
Center in Philadelphia, and as a pe-
diatric intern with the Boston Public
Schools.

She is currently residing in Bos-
ton, where she is employed by the
Boston public school district.

Pfeiffer Univ. Awards
Grant to Streaman

WESTFIELD – Pfeiffer Univer-
sity in Misenheimer, N.C. has granted
an academic scholarship to Westfield
resident Michael Streaman for the
fall 2004 academic term. The schol-
arship is awarded to incoming fresh-
man students, based on the student’s
outstanding academic record.

Bachelor of Arts Degree
Earned by Comba of WF

WESTFIELD – Joseph Comba of
Westfield received a Bachelor of Arts
degree from Keene State in Keene,
N.H.

Local President’s List
Pupils Told at UCC
CRANFORD – Union County

College (UCC) students from
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Mountainside, and Berkeley Heights
are among the 343 pupils who have
been named to the President’s List in
recognition of their academic excel-
lence.

Consideration for the President’s
List is based upon quality points earned
as a result of the student’s grades and
number of credits carried. Only ma-
triculated students are eligible.

To qualify, a student carrying at
least 15 credits for a semester must
achieve a minimum 3.50 grade point
average out of a possible 4.00, with
every grade being a “B” or higher. A
matriculated student carrying 12
credits during one semester is eli-
gible for the President’s List if he/
she achieves a GPA of 3.75 or better,
with no grade lower than a “B.”

A part-time matriculated student
will be considered for the President’s
List if he/she has earned at least 12
credits and has attained a cumulative
grade-point average of at least 3.00.
Once this minimum is met, the pupil
must carry no less than six credits
and attain a semester average 3.75
with no grade lower than a “B.”

WESTFIELD • 16 STUDENTS
Lois Dondiego Kelly O’Brien
Bernadett Eger Melissa Parisi
Soledad Espinoza Anne Pellegrini
Douglas Fiducia Vanuza Pereira-Bravo
Sarah Johnson Cindra Ryan
Eileen Keegan Janice Sampson
Terra Meierdierck Maria Sette
Jonathan Miller Ching-Chung Wu

SCOTCH PLAINS • 15 STUDENTS
Madiha Ahsan Emily Main
Shauntelle Brown Karien Negele
Jeremy Chisamore Joseph Negron
Richard Duranne Jennifer Pugia
Sharon Goodger Maria Ruzsa
Olanrewaju Jacobs Tracey Starker
Pam Leong Sydney Thorne

Wendy Warwick

FANWOOD • 2 STUDENTS
Sheila Hillier Georgann Laffin

MOUNTAINSIDE • 2 STUDENTS
Alicia Boyce Alan Kennedy, Jr.

BERKELEY HEIGHTS • 7 STU-
DENTS

Nancy Bostwick Cory Seigel
Jeffrey Dennis Cliff Sui
Dawn Kohler Annette Tucker

Elizabeth Way

By MICHELLE Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Age: 55
Hometown: Mrs. Rosander was

born in Brooklyn, N.Y. She grew
up in Westfield and has lived in
Scotch Plains for
32 years.

Education: At
Moravian College
in Bethlehem, Pa.,
she was granted a
Bachelor of Arts
degree in Educa-
tion.

Previous Expe-
rience: After
graduation, Mrs.
Rosander taught
second and fourth
grade students in
Summit. She has
been teaching Ba-
sic Skills to first
and fourth graders
for approximately 12 years at
McGinn Elementary School in
Scotch Plains.

I Knew I Reached My Students
When: Mrs. Rosander said it is a
“wonderful feeling” when she sees
the faces of her students “light up.”
Her nickname, Mrs. Deed (Details,
Explanations, Examples and Defi-
nitions = Deed), is said aloud by
students when they grasp a concept
in the classroom and smile up at her
or give her the thumbs-up signal.

“The children are so eager to
learn and just absorb so much in-
formation,” she said.

Of course, there are different
approaches to teaching first grad-
ers versus fourth grade students.

To interact with the youngest pu-
pils, she said, a teacher must bend
over more and sit at the child’s level.
To reach them, more role-playing
and reading aloud must be done.

However, the older students are
more independent and able to assume
some of the reaching roles as well,
said Mrs. Rosander, adding that they
become a model for their peers.

What I Love About the School
District: “We are always at the
forefront in whatever new meth-
ods, philosophy, teaching styles,
new materials and curriculum ideas
are being introduced and imple-
mented,” she noted. The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood public school dis-
trict has often been cited as a “light-
house district” – a model for other

districts to follow, according to
Mrs. Rosander.

Favorite Topic to Teach: Social
studies is Mrs. Rosander’s favorite
topic because she connects with
the lifestyles and histories of those

who came before
her and how their
lives might con-
nect with modern
society. In teach-
ing the subject,
she believes that
students learn to
grow as citizens
and individuals by
gleaning knowl-
edge from the
past.

The Future of
Education in
America: “I do
feel generally that
we are headed in
the right direction.

But, I would like to see children
spending more time in the class-
room,” said Mrs. Rosander. She
would like to see children devote
more time to reading, studying,
writing, and maybe a little less
time spent watching television.

“Grab a book, grab a pen, or a
calculator to show that you are
using your imaginations and skills,”
she opined.

My Goal As An Educator: Hav-
ing children realize that they are
special and unique with talents
unique to them is one of the goals
set by Mrs. Rosander. She hopes
that her students will use those
talents and strengths to “become
productive, confident adults.”

A “big proponent of self-disci-
pline,” she also hopes the children
will develop “an inner strength and
sense of responsibility.”

“Anything that is worth doing is
worth doing well” is one of Mrs.
Rosander’s key credos, as well as
“Excellence is its own reward.”
She believes that instead of honor-
ing a child’s academic achieve-
ments with gifts or dollars for ev-
ery “A” he/she attains, the personal
rewards are far greater.

Home Life: Mrs. Rosander and
her husband, Lee, have two chil-
dren – Scott and Kevin. Scott
gradated Moravian College in
1999, while Kevin is a 1996 Lehigh
University graduate. Susan and Lee
have three grandchildren.

Susan Rosander

SP-F Teachers Earn Grants
From Enrichment Foundation

MONARCH MAGIC...Brunner Elementary School students, Ramy Hosny,
left, and Derek Phansalkar, observe Monarch butterflies in one of the rearing
cages in their classroom. The students learned about the life cycle of the
Monarch butterfly by rearing butterflies from tiny larvae as part of the
Monarch magic project that was funded by the Education Enrichment Founda-
tion of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Educa-
tion Enrichment Foundation of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood has awarded
seven grants to teachers for the 2003-
2004 school year.

Bernadette Hoyer received a grant
for her “Monarch Magic” program at
Brunner Elementary School, while
Barbara Prestridge was awarded
monies for the “Theater Workshop”
at Evergreen Elementary School.

Kimberly Barbier, Sondra Chernoff,
Leoni Kika, Ginger Prairie, and Jean
Swartz were awarded grants for “Tri-
assic Triops - Living Pet Dinosaurs!”
and Joan Costello was named a grant
recipient for “I’ll Take Learning for
$200" at McGinn Elementary School.

Other awardees included Jacinta
Kay for “Using Games to Promote
Language Acquisition in the ESL

Classroom” and Linda Brink for
“Classroom Plays — Take One”, both
at School One Elementary School,
and Ronnie Siegel earned a grant for
“Three Equals One” at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

The Education Enrichment Foun-
dation of Scotch Plains-Fanwood is a
non-profit organization. The group’s
mission is to foster education as a
total community enterprise by aug-
menting programs offered to the stu-
dents of the local communities.

Since 1994, the foundation has
annually funded competitive grants
for teachers to develop innovative
classroom projects.

For more information about the
Education Enrichment Foundation,
please contact Foundation President
Sally Hogan at (908) 889-4361.

Clarification
Lisa Alter is not only the founder

of the Girls Learn International
chapter at Roosevelt Intermediate
School in Westfield, but of the
entire organization, nationwide.

Registration Sites; Opportunities
Told by League of Women Voters

AREA — The League of Women
Voters of the Westfield Area reminds
residents who are not currently reg-
istered to vote, that they should do so
by Monday, March 22, to be eligible
to vote in the next school election
scheduled for Tuesday, April 20, from
2 to 9 p.m.

Voter registration forms and ab-
sentee ballots are available at
www.lwvnj.org and the local librar-
ies.

The League of Women Voters of
the Westfield Area will also register
new voters at Westfield High School
on Friday, March 19, and at Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School on
Thursday, March 18, during the lunch
hours of 10:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

The Westfield Parent-Teacher
Council will also hold a Candidate’s
Forum at Westfield High School on
Wednesday, March 31, at 7 p.m.

Registrations are to be submitted
to the Municipal Clerk in Westfield
at 550 E. Broad Street or at the
County Board of Elections at 271
North Broad St., Elizabeth. Voter
registration forms are available in
those offices and also at the Board of
Education at 302 Elm Street and in
all the Westfield Public Schools.

Budget For Co-Curricular
Activities on BOE Agenda

WESTFIELD — At the Tues-
day, February 24, meeting of the
Westfield Board of Education, the
budget discussion will focus on
athletics and co-curricular activi-
ties in the Westfield Public Schools.

The meeting will be held in Room
105 at 302 Elm Street at 8 p.m.

A complete agenda will be avail-
able on Monday, February 23, in
the Board Secretary’s office at
302 Elm Street and on
www.westfieldnj.com.

Westfield High School
Will Be Open Feb. 17

WESTFIELD — Westfield
High School (WHS) will be
closed for classes on Monday,
February 16, in commemora-
tion of President’s Day.

All six elementary schools as
well as Edison and Roosevelt
intermediate schools will be
closed both February 16 and
Tuesday, February 17.

WHS students will return to
school on Tuesday to make up
for time lost due to construction
and weather-related closings.

Nominations Welcomed
For Philhower Award

WESTFIELD — Kenneth
Ciarrocca, President of the Westfield
Rotary Club, announced that Friday,
March 19, is the deadline for nomi-
nations for the 12th annual Charles
Philhower Fellowship award desig-
nated for a full-time elementary

teacher in the Westfield Public
Schools.

Letters of nomination are invited
from interested citizens and Westfield
public school staff members and
should be addressed to: Charles
Philhower Fellowship Committee of
the Westfield Rotary Club, c/o Of-
fice of the Superintendent of Schools,
302 Elm Street, Westfield, 07090.

Nominations should specify ways
in which the teacher has demon-
strated outstanding teaching, inter-
est in children and continued pursuit
of professional growth. The teacher
must be a full-time faculty member
in Westfield for a minimum of five
years.

The fellowship recipient is hon-
ored at a Rotary luncheon and re-
ceives a grant to further professional
growth or to enhance classroom ac-
tivities for students.

The award was instituted in 1993
by the Westfield Rotary Club to rec-
ognize the importance of teaching in
the elementary grades and to honor
Westfield Rotarian and School Su-
perintendent Charles Philhower.

Mr. Philhower, who died in 1962,
was Supervising Principal (Superin-
tendent) of Westfield Public Schools
for 30 years – from 1917 to 1947 –
and was President of the Westfield
Rotary Club in 1929-1930. As Ro-
tary President, he instituted the club’s
annual scholarship awards to gradu-
ating Westfield students.

Members of the Selection Commit-
tee will include two Rotarians, two
elementary school principals and the
immediate past Philhower fellow,
Michele Moise, who in 2003, was a
fifth grade teacher at Tamaques School.

Other fellowship recipients include
Carole Kling (2002), Anna Jane Sabbagh
(2001), Trista Pollard (2000), Eva
Morton (1999), Angela LaCarrubba
(1998), Claudia Andreski (1997), Bette
Tuthill (1996), Carol Joyce (1995), Carol
A. Mastroianni (1994) and Susan
Feldman Glick (1993).

“We believe the Philhower Fel-
lowship is a fitting memorial to an
educator who gave so much to the
children of Westfield and to educa-
tion in general,” stated Mr. Ciarrocca.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
William Foley added, “We are grate-
ful for the recognition the Rotary
continues to give the teaching pro-
fession. I am always pleased when
outstanding education is spotlighted;
when honor is bestowed on an out-
standing educator and when recog-
nition is given to teachers.”

COMING MON.
EVENING

Joseph Ascolese Named
To Rowan Dean’s List
FANWOOD – Joseph Ascolese,

the son of Mr. and Ms. Joseph
Ascolese of Fanwood, was named to
the Dean’s List for the fall 2003
semester at Rowan University in
Glassboro, where he is majoring in
health and exercise science.

To qualify for this honor, Joseph
had to achieve a grade point average
of at least 3.45 out of a possible 4.0.

A senior at Rowan, Joseph is a
1999 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

Duke University Names
McClellan to Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Erin McClellan,
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Tho-
mas McClellan of Westfield, was
recently named to the Dean’s List for
distinction at Duke University for
the fall 2003 semester.

A 2002 Westfield High School
gradate, Erin is a sophomore biology
major concentrating in neuroscience.

Jennifer Ascolese Earns
Dean’s List Recognition

FANWOOD – Jennifer Ascolese,
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
Ascolese of Fanwood, has achieved
Dean’s List status for the fall 2003
semester at Rowan University in
Glassboro, where she is a senior
majoring in psychology.

Jennifer has maintained this dis-
tinction for five consecutive semes-
ters. Students must attain at least a
3.45 grade point average out of a
possible 4.0 for this honor. Jennifer
is a 2000 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

Fairfield Univ. Names
Walsh to Dean’s Roster

WESTFIELD – Fairfield Uni-
versity in Fairfield, Conn. has
named Westfield resident Kate
Walsh to the Dean’s List for the
fall 2003 semester.

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
John Walsh of Westfield, Kate is a
communications and music major
at Fairfield. She is also an Asian
studies minor.

Presently, Kate holds an intern-
ship with Special Olympics of
Southern Connecticut. She plans a
career in public relations. She gradu-
ated Westfield High School in 2000.

Linda Madorma Earns
Dean’s List Recognition

WESTFIELD – Plymouth State
University in Plymouth, N.H. has
reported that Linda Madorma of
Westfield was one of 279 students
to be placed on the fall semester
Dean’s List for the 2003-2004 aca-
demic term.

Westfield Veterinary Group & Wellness Center

DR. DIANA WINTERNITZ Treating Birds & Exotics
in New Providence

Advancing pet health

Birds, guinea pigs, hamsters, ferrets,
and similar exotic pets, are among the 
animals Dr.Winternitz will treat.

For details, call our New Providence 
location at 908-464-8811.

Coming soon: ACUPUNCTURE

Look for upcoming details, as we continue to
make your pet’s health and wellness our
Number One Goal.

—Richard W. Maus, DVM
Medical Director

562 Springfield Ave
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.232.1048

133 Gales Drive
New Providence, NJ 07974

908.464.8811

The Westfield Veterinary
Group & Wellness

Center is pleased to announce
that Dr. Diana Winternitz,
will be treating birds and
exotic animals in our New
Providence location.

Dr.Winternitz, a graduate of the University
of Florida, completed her internship at the
Red Bank Veterinary Hospital in New Jersey,
and most recently practiced veterinary medi-
cine in Scarsdale, NY before joining the
WestfieldVeterinary Group & Wellness
Center in       2003.


