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First Baptist Youth to Hold
Valentine’s Dinner Saturday

Fanwood Presbyterian Slates
Seminar on Parenting Teens

VALENTINE’S DAY GIFT…Brownie Troop No. 813 from Wilson Elementary
School in Westfield recently spent an afternoon making Teddy Bears that they
will donate to patients at Children’s Specialized Hospital in Mountainside for
Valentine’s Day. Pictured, left to right, are: First row, Julia Abbattista, Kelly
Mazzucco and Kelly O’Connor; second row, Megan Landriau, Katie Lafemina,
Everette Hampton, Natalie Brennan, Helen Keating and Grace O’Connor, and
third row, Kristin Ragoza and Ellie Shepherd.

The Passion Will Hopefully Unite,
Not Separate, Peoples of Faith

By DR. KEVIN M. BRENNAN

The opinions I express in this edi-
torial are my own and not necessar-
ily those of this newspaper or of any
organization I may represent.

* * * * * * *
On February 25, Mel Gibson’s film

The Passion of The Christ opens at
2,000 theaters across the country. Where
it will be shown in New Jersey is un-
known. What is known is that few films
in recent memory have stirred more
emotions and debate.

The stakes are certainly high. If the
reports of those who have seen the film
are accurate, it may be the most power-
ful and graphic portrayal of the death
and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth
ever displayed on screen.

A pastor friend of mine was part of a
private showing of the film. I grilled him
with questions. He described the film as
more a work of art than a film. He said
it was a very intense and emotional
experience for all those who viewed it.

According to him, it was, for the most
part, an accurate reconstruction of the
events surrounding the death and resur-
rection of Jesus as related in the gospels.
The issue of greatest concern in most of
the discussion surrounding this film is
whether or not it portrays these events in
a way that would give rise to Anti-
Semitism.

He told me that he was intentionally
looking for evidence of this. He hon-
estly couldn’t see anything that could be
taken as Anti-Semitic in the film. But
my friend is a committed Christian from
the Midwest. I wondered, “Did he have
the sensibilities necessary to make such
an assessment? Would I?”

I must admit that I have greatly antici-
pated the release of this film. I have
committed my life to the preaching of
the gospel message. If this film is as
powerful as is claimed, I see it as a great
opportunity for people to understand
the message I have committed my life to
proclaim. Yet at the same time, I realize
that this could also be an opportunity for
the message to be misunderstood.

Unfortunately, there are about 2,000
years of history of various ways the
story of the death of Jesus has been used
to foment hatred and animosity toward
Jewish people.

It appears in the writings of promi-
nent theologians, both Protestant and
Catholic. It seems to have been part of
the motivation behind widespread po-
groms in Eastern Europe.

Perhaps the worst example was
Hitler’s support for passion plays. In
1934, he installed a member of the Nazi
party as the director of the still famous
“Passion Play” in Oberammergau, Ger-
many. By 1939, most of the actors in the
play were either current or former mem-
bers of the Nazi party, including the man
who portrayed Jesus.

In his twisted way of thinking, Hitler
saw the play as an opportunity to foster
his Anti-Semitic poison in the hearts and
minds of the German people. The script
was altered to make sure this occurred.
The danger is that this poison still exists
today in all its ugliness.

It is certainly possible that evil minds
could use Gibson’s film as an excuse to
foster their hatred. This is why so much
is at stake. However, I would also like to
offer that there is the very real possibil-
ity that this film could have the opposite
effect.

If Gibson does, in fact, portray the
real message of the gospel as presented
in the New Testament, without altering
it to present any personal bias, then
there is the possibility that the true mes-
sage will come forth, and as a result,
healing can occur.

The message, I believe, is very sim-
ply that the death and resurrection of
Jesus was part of God’s sovereign plan
for all people. His death was the neces-
sary sacrifice for the sins of the world.
Consequently, the responsibility for the
death of Jesus rests not on the Gentile
Roman soldiers who actually executed
Him, nor on the handful of Jewish lead-
ers who wished Him dead, but on all our
shoulders.

His resurrection provides the oppor-
tunity for anyone who wishes to lead a
brand new life. If this is the message that
is conveyed, then this could be a very
powerful film indeed, and foster a greater
sense of love, not animosity, among
people of all faiths.

* * * * * * *
Dr. Brennan is Senior Pastor of the

Evangel Church, located at 1251
Terrill Road in Scotch Plains.

FANWOOD – A seminar entitled
“Understanding Your Teenager” will
be held on Saturday, March 6, in
Westminster Hall at the Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church, located at Martine
and LaGrande Avenues in Fanwood.

The seminar will take place from 1
to 4 p.m. (registration will start at
12:30 p.m.). The cost is $20 for those
who register by Wednesday, February
25, and $25 at the door on March 6, or
$30 per family.

During the three-hour seminar, held
in two, 75-minute sessions, partici-
pants will learn principles for build-
ing good relationships with their chil-
dren during the teenage years. They
will also learn how to avoid common
parenting mistakes and do those “little
things” that reap big results in the

lives of teenagers.
The program will feature such top-

ics as teenage behavior; rebellious-
ness; the effect of conflict with a
teenager on family life; discipline,
and how to handle situations where a
teenager is headed for trouble.

Parents will also be advised on
helping their teenager to choose the
right friends, become more self-reli-
ant, make good decisions about sex
and grow spiritually.

Additionally, participants will re-
ceive a 48-page booklet containing
dozens of articles, tips and guidelines
for parenting teenagers.

The seminar will be presented by
Dr. Marv Penner, a veteran youth
worker, who chairs the Youth and
Family Ministry department at
Briarcrest Seminary in Caronport,
Saskatchewan, Canada.

All parents of teenagers and pre-
teens are invited to attend. To register,
please call (908) 889-8891.

WESTFIELD – The youth of the
First Baptist Church of Westfield
will serve a Valentine’s Day dinner
this Saturday, February 14, at 6 p.m.
at the church. Live music will also
be part of the festivities. Tickets are
$20 per person.

The following afternoon, they will
leave for a two-day stay at the
Tuscarora Inn and Conference Cen-
ter in the Poconos, where they will
again serve meals.

The youth are seeking to raise
money through these endeavors for
their 2004 mission trip to Tijuana,
Mexico and also for a national youth
gathering scheduled for July.

Additionally, the Tuesday night
Bible Study group is currently fo-
cusing on the Apocrypha, a collec-
tion of writings that appears in some
Bibles between the Old and New
Testaments.

The group, open to all, meets
from 7:15 to 8:30 p.m. every Tues-
day under the direction of the Rev-
erend Lou Ruprecht, Minister of
Adult Education.

The First Baptist Church is lo-

cated at 170 Elm Street. For tickets
to the Valentine’s Day dinner or for
more information on either the din-
ner or the Bible Study group, please
call (908) 233-2278.

The Chelsea at Fanwood
is pleased to host a FREE community workshop

www.chelseaseniorliving.com
This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community involvement and family education.

FLAGS UNFURLED
Presented by: Gerry McCavera, Vexillologist, Lecturer, Collector & Advisor

In Honor of President’s Day, please join us for this informative
program on the growth and expansion of our country and

“State Flags of the United States”.

WHEN: TUESDAY, FEB. 17, 2004
TIME: 2 PM

WHERE: THE CHELSEA AT FANWOOD
295 South Avenue, Fanwood
908-654-5200

Refreshments will be served.

Open to the Public - Join us for this interesting program - Everyone is welcomed!

Cruise on Rhine and Moselle Rivers
To Be Presented at Historical Society

WESTFIELD – An historic cruise
on the Rhine and Moselle Rivers will
be presented by travel counselor,
writer and lecturer Fontaine Gatti in
a slide/lecture program at the
Westfield Historical Society’s  Fri-
day, February 20 meeting, to be held
at 7:30 p.m. in the Community Room
of the Westfield Municipal Building,
located at 425 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

Mrs. Gatti’s slide presentation will
show many of the beautiful sites
along the Rhine and Moselle Rivers,
as well as some of the historic cities
such as Amsterdam and Munich.

A world traveler, she became a
member of the Circumnavigators
Club eight years ago when she circled
the globe in one continuous trip. She

has been in the travel business for 35
years and is employed by American
Express Travel in Summit.

Mrs. Gatti is a Trustee of the
Westfield Historical Society who also
organizes and directs field trips for
the Society during the year.  She is a
parishioner at the Our Lady of Lourdes
Roman Catholic Church in
Mountainside and served as President
of the Widows/Widowers group that
meets there. She currently serves on
the boards of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA, Youth and Family
Counseling Service and the Friends
of Mindowaskin Park, and recently
joined Hospice in Linden.

The meeting is open to the public
at no charge. Light refreshments will
be served at the end of the program.

Hadassah to Hear Talk
About Youth Aliyah

WESTFIELD – The next meeting
of the Westfield Chapter of Hadassah
will take place on Monday, February
16, at Temple Emanu-El, located at
756 East Broad Street in Westfield.

A board meeting, at 11:15 a.m., will
precede the regular meeting. The regu-
lar meeting will begin at 12:30 p.m.

The featured guest will be Martha
Shemin, a full-time nurse who has been
involved with Hadassah for many years
and who currently serves on the Board
of the New Jersey Division of Hadassah
as Treasurer. Her topic will be Youth
Aliyah and how it has benefited under-
privileged children in Israel.

Bible Study to Focus
On Mary Magdalene
WESTFIELD — On Wednesday,

February 18, Jo Ann Amos will lead
the First Baptist Church of Westfield
Women’s Bible Study on Mary
Magdalene at 10 a.m.

The group meets in the church
library at 170 Elm Street and is open
to all women. Refreshments will be
served. For more information, please
call the church office at (908) 233-
2278.

Caroline Seebohm to Discuss
‘Great Houses and Gardens’
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Memorial Library, located at 550
East Broad Street, will host author
Caroline Seebohm on Wednesday,
March 3, at 7 p.m.

Ms. Seebohm, a former staffer at
House & Garden magazine, recently
wrote “Great Houses and Gardens of
New Jersey.” The book, which fea-
tures over 200 color photographs by
Peter C. Cook, spotlights the diversity
and splendor of New Jersey’s own
private gardens and architecture.

This event is free to Westfield Li-
brary cardholders and registration
will begin on Wednesday, February

18, at the Circulation Desk.
Ms. Seebohm will discuss her book

and will be available for book sign-
ing. “Great Houses and Gardens of
New Jersey” will be on sale that
evening at a reduced price.

For more information, please call
(908) 789-4090, visit the library’s
website at www.wmlnj.org or stop
by the library for a copy of the
library’s quarterly newsletter.

Golden Lights Plan
Sunday ‘Celebration’

SCOTCH PLAINS – “Celebra-
tion,” a musical program with sev-
eral skits by the Golden Lights of
the Evangel Church in Scotch
Plains, will take place at the church
on Sunday, February 15, at the 6
p.m. service.

The Golden Lights are in their
eighth year of presenting programs
to senior groups throughout Union
County and surrounding areas.
“Celebration” productions feature
secular, church and holiday songs.

Members of the public are in-
vited to attend the performance.
The Evangel Church is located at
1251 Terrill Road. For more infor-
mation, please call (908) 322-
9300.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


