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This is the first in a series of articles
that will feature the 22 community ser-
vice agencies that are part of the United
Fund of Westfield. The 22 agencies re-
flect the needs of today’s society. Those
who seek help are provided with people-
oriented services that are partially funded
through contributions to the United Fund
of Westfield.

* * * * * * *
For almost 20 years, the Center for

Women and Families (CWF) has been
providing comprehensive and affordable
support to the local community. Formerly
called Women for Women, the CWF pro-
vides a full range of support services to
men, women and families in the midst of
divorce, relationship problems, or other
life challenges and transitions.

Services include: professional one-
on-one counseling for adults, youth,
couples and families; support groups for
children of divorce or separation; finan-
cial planning; career transition; free le-
gal divorce consults; pre- and post-di-
vorce groups, and professional develop-
ment workshops.

The following are excerpts from two
letters from divorced mothers of two
who received help from the CWF:

Mother No. 1: “I am grateful for the
fine programs available through the
Center for Women and Families. I am
not only impressed with the dedication
of the staff but the quality of work they
provide. Faced with the transitional pe-
riods of separation and divorce, my two
children have been a part of several
counseling workshops through the Chil-
dren Helping Children program.”

“Both sons feel at ease with the open
atmosphere and the supportive facilita-
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By Lorre Korecky

The Needs of Today’s Society:
Center For Women and Families

tor leading the CHC program. I ac-
knowledge CHC as the contributing fac-
tor in my sons’ behavioral changes and
positive expression, because I know that
they never learned these techniques by
observing their own parents. Through
the parent education sessions, I have
also learned to build connective interac-
tions with my children.

Mother No. 2: “As a parent
transitioning through a divorce, I can
honestly state that my main objective is
to ensure that my children make it through
the process with few scars and remain
positive, productive and happy. I feel the
support group offered through Children
Helping Children is the best way to
accomplish this goal. The Children Help-
ing Children program offered by the
Center for Women and Families in Scotch
Plains is an invaluable program for fami-
lies with children suffering the effects of
transitioning through a divorce.

“The Program Director, Susan
Koslowsky, provides parent education
beginning with how to tell children of all
ages about the divorce, and continues
through all phases, ensuring that parents
understand what is in the best interests
of the children and how to achieve that
outcome. The center offers a library of
books for parents who are going through
a divorce, as well as books for children
of all ages.”

Additional information about the Cen-
ter for Women and Families may be
obtained by calling (908) 322-6007. For
more information about the United Fund
of Westfield’s member service organi-
zations, please call Linda Maggio, Ex-
ecutive Director of the United Fund, at
(908) 233-2113.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Phocine – Relating to seals
2. Spoor – The tracks of a wild animal
3. Spraints – The waste or dung of an

otter
4. Picaroon – A rogue, pirate, or thief

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SPREAGHERY
1. The act of deriding or ridiculing
2. Violation of faith or allegiance
3. Cattle stealing
4. A cowardly, comtemptible act

MATANZA
1. A slaughterhouse
2. An outside staircase
3. A concealed dungeon with a trap

door at the top
4. A trap, snare

SULCATE
1. Interlaced or linked
2. Brittle
3. Relating to pigs; swine
4. Furrowed or grooved

BODEGA
1. A small shop that specializes in

women’s clothing
2. A wine cellar or place where wine

is sold or kept
3. A house of ill-repute
4. A meeting room for private conver-

sation

Human Services Dir.
Extends Valentine’s

Day Thank You

Letters to the Editor

Westfield Resident Says Reading
Report Fails to Pass the Giggle Test

Karyn Lestarchick Thanks
Community, Individuals for Support

Westfielder Thanks Firemen
For Assistance With Faulty Furnace

Words cannot adequately express my
heartful appreciation for the support re-
ceived from family, friends, Boy Scout
Troop 33, and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education staff during this
solemn time in my life. I will always
cherish the wonderful memories shared
about Walter’s childhood days and his
days at work, as well as the beautiful
written words of encouragement.

I am most thankful for all the compas-
sion provided to Christopher during this
time. He is a young teenager who has
lost his father and it is extremely diffi-
cult for him. His teachers from pre-
school to seventh grade came to offer
him support and I know are watching
over him at school. Also, the Boy Scouts
were there to show their support and
even came to our house to conduct a mini
Court of Honors. Thank you Randy
Doliber and Shaun Williams for bring-
ing the Park Middle scouts together to
give him his 1st class badge. He was

deeply touch by this generous outreach
of emotional support.

There are many people I have to thank
and I would like to start out with a few
that assisted me in special projects that
were dear to me. The Lopez family for
taking on the task of making a beautiful
cross that is placed at Terrill Road. Kathy
Shelus for coordinating a Scholarship
Fund in Walter’s name. All the PTA
angels that came in full force to assist in
planning and setting up the Repass lun-
cheon at my house. Our cousin, Delores
Lestarchick for giving us family me-
mentos that Christopher will forever
cherish. The Fanwood Police Depart-
ment for answering my questions, espe-
cially Lieutenant Trigo.

Your kindness and support will al-
ways be etched in my heart. I am fortu-
nate to live in a caring and supportive
community.

Karyn Steele Lestarchick
Scotch Plains

On Saturday night, January, 24, our
burner had too much water running
through it. The excess water puddled
around the radiators throughout the house
and was actually shooting into the air in
some of the rooms. Water was dripping
from our ceilings and squirting from the
burner in two different spots. My hus-
band was out of state for business and the
local plumbing and heating company
that we have a maintenance contract
with wasn’t responding to my numer-
ous, urgent requests for help. My chil-
dren used every towel in the house and
bucket type item they could find to col-
lect water and my frantic two-bucket
system of collecting/emptying water just
wasn’t sufficient. We were seriously
flooding!

My 11-year old son took it upon him-

self and called 911 and two firefighters
came to our aid. Lieutenant Mazza and
Firefighter Tiller helped us so much!
They got the water to stop going into the
burner and they helped me to completely
drain the system. They were both very
calm and offered realistic suggestions as
to how I should proceed with getting my
heat back on. It was single digit tempera-
ture outside and our house was at risk of
having the pipes freeze. They were con-
cerned about the outlets in the walls
throughout the house, the wiring and the
apparent faulty furnace. They were very
conscientious. They really saved our
house and we all simply take this oppor-
tunity to publicly thank them for their
assistance!!

Joan Randazzo
Westfield

The final report of Richard B. Read-
ing Associates, titled “Demographic Ex-
pectations” includes one startling statis-
tic. The report assumes that despite the
addition of 98 apartments, only six pub-
lic school children will be introduced.
This estimation, that only roughly six
percent of the households will result in
children going to the public schools,
fails to even pass the giggle test. It
should be noted that the very reason
most people purchase property in
Westfield is to make use of its excellent
school system. While further ridicule of
this statistic is tempting, it is simply not
sporting to attack such an obviously
flawed figure.

What is more troubling than this ri-
diculous calculation is the continued
attempt of the mayor and council to
attempt to keep the process from the
public. Why is the town charging resi-
dents to obtain the report of Richard B.
Reading Associates? Why is it that The
Leader has to publish the information
(obtained by residents) and advise the
public of the facts?

After all, the project has a website:
westfieldredevelopmentproject.com.

The Leader should, nonetheless, be
commended for this public service.

No one denies that there is a parking
problem in Westfield. The opposition is
based upon the attempt to create 1,600
spots to address a 500 spot deficit. Addi-
tional opposition is begged by the re-
fusal of the council to hold a referendum
to evaluate support for the project. It
remains a fact that the council’s restric-
tion of side street parking worsened the
problem and that the Watterson Street
lot is woefully underused. Insofar as the
council created the problem and refuses
to investigate less costly alternatives,
the residents are justly concerned over
what is really driving this process.

If the town persists in its refusal to
issue a referendum, the residents may be
left no choice but to consider a recall of
the mayor and other officials pursuant to
the town charter.

James Abate, Esq.
Westfield

Resident Asks Where is
“Colonial” Westfield Going?

The word Colonial is so often associ-
ated with our beautiful town of Westfield.
Indeed, many advertisements by realtors
and shopkeepers alike invite families to
come, live, and shop in beautiful colo-
nial Westfield.

So it was with great sadness when
reading The Westfield Leader last week
that yet again, I see that the town’s
planning board voted to allow another
developer to tear down a 100 year-old
home and subdivide the lot to erect two
homes that will likely fall into the cat-
egory of “McMansions.” To no avail,
Betty List’s pleas as a member of the
Westfield Historic Preservation Com-
mittee to save this house were ignored.

If we keep tearing down old homes
with character the “colonial” in colonial
Westfield will soon he hard to find. I am

an 18 year resident of Westfield and I
witnessed most of the “mom and pop”
stores disappear because they could not
afford the outrageous rents imposed on
them. I sincerely hope that when we all
look back in another 10 or 20 years we do
not do so with regret at how we further
destroyed the character of our lovely
town by tearing down any structure
deemed “too old to fix”. Lets keep in
mind folks that “old” is not synonymous
with “bad.”

Finally, kudos to newly elected coun-
cilman James Foerst (council adviser to
the planning board) for voting against
the destruction of yet another Westfield
home of character.

Linda Attanasio
Westfield

Resident Commends
Fire Dept., Neighbor
For Quick Response

I commend the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment for its rapid response to a smoking
chimney situation at my house on Febru-
ary 6. No one was at home, but my
fantastic neighbor, Kathy O’Neill (oth-
erwise known as my Guardian Angel for
she has come to my help before), noticed
the problem and summoned the fire de-
partment. They responded quickly and
then, when I returned home shortly there-
after, apprised me of the problem and
were most compassionate and consider-
ate. The damage was minimal, thanks to
Kathy’s having ingress into the house
and to the expertise and diligence of the
firefighters. We Westfielders are fortu-
nate indeed to live in a town where the
term, “Community”, really means some-
thing!

Marilyn Gulotta
Westfield

Resident Calls SP-F
BOE Politically Correct
At Taxpayers Expense
Here we go again, another big tax

increase thanks to the free spending
SP-F Board of Education. I am sure a
good portion of the increase will be
used to find a replacement logo for the
time honored and historic American
Indian Raider. Nothing like being po-
litically correct at the expense of the
taxpayer, while not seriously manag-
ing expenses.

In another politically correct move,
the board and administration wants to
keep the military from presenting mili-
tary career opportunities to our stu-
dents. Students should have the oppor-
tunity to weigh military service after
high school. Visits by the armed forces
should not be banned.

Taxpayers do get a chance to ex-
press themselves when the school bud-
get comes up for a vote in the spring.
Everyone in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood should get out and vote on
budget day. There is no doubt my fam-
ily will be at our assigned polling place
to let the board and the administration
know what we think of their budget
increase and the removal of the tradi-
tional Raiders logo.

Walter Appel
Scotch Plains

As we get ready this weekend to cel-
ebrate Valentine’s Day, I would like to
take this opportunity to send a “thank
you” Valentine to all those wonderful
caring hearts out there in our Westfield
community who gave so generously over
this past holiday season. Thanks to you,
hundreds of Westfield men, women and
children were assisted and their holidays
made bright and memorable.

So to all the service groups, school
classes, religious organizations, social
and civic groups, a great big thank you.
And to all the private individuals and
families who donated to The Caring
Neighbor Fund, please be assured that
your donation will enable the Depart-
ment of Human Services to provide
emergency assistance throughout the
year.

So from my heart to yours, thank you
so very much and Happy Valentine’s
Day!

Lillian Corsi, LSW
Director of Human Services

Town of Westfield

It’s No Surprise, Your Property
Taxes Are Going Up Again

As most residents are aware, the area school boards
and town governments are in the midst of their
budgeting processes. Union County pretty much has
their budget done – it looks like seven percent
increase there.

All governing bodies and school systems will
propose budgets that see operating expenses and
total expenditures rise. Bonding costs to pay back
debt, money borrowed for the recent expansions of
schools, municipal projects and county initiatives
will be added into the property tax mix.

Unfortunately, the best we can expect to hear from
these groups is that they’ve “fought hard to decrease
the rate of increase – and they’ve cut everything to the
bone.”

Property taxes will rise significantly again this
year to pay for the “Big Three, STC” – school, town
and county. State and federal aid won’t be available
to help with the burden of the increase.

As best as we can see, after all the smoke clears,
property taxes will rise about seven percent for the
average homeowner in our area. These property tax
increases continue to be far above the rate of inflation
– and far above the average worker’s pay raise.
Everyone knows that those homeowners on fixed
income, such as retirees, are getting clobbered.

It’s repetitive – increases, year after year. People
that understand how compound interest works know
how serious this situation is. For example: if your
property tax increases six percent per year, your
property tax will double in 12 years; at eight percent
per year, it doubles in nine years; and at 10 percent,
it doubles in seven years.

Those in charge of the spending and the taxing –
members of the school boards, mayors and council,

and Freeholders – really need to know from the
public just what is wanted. They need to know the
priorities. After all, they’re under tremendous pres-
sure and obligation to special interest groups. It
seems that special interest groups have become more
powerful than the voting public at large.

From the public’s perspective, everyone wants
their services now – small classrooms, plowed streets,
traffic calming and open space – but at what cost?

In that fewer and fewer people vote each year, is
that an affirmation of the policy and of the process?
Or, is it a frustration with a belief that changes won’t
happen no matter what?

Could it be how voting is arranged?
The major part of the area property tax, about two-

thirds, is determined by school expenditures. Voter
turnout is dismal, even compared to the very poor
November general elections. Voting has been ar-
ranged in the spring for the school budgets, not in
November, as is the case for other voting. Also, the
polls don’t open until two in the afternoon – rather
than in the early morning. This is a detriment for
those breadwinners that must work.

The governor, state senators and assemblypersons
stay outside the sphere of the property tax contro-
versy. But, in fact, only they have the power to
correct the ills of the process – after all, they made
the rules in the first place.

Everyone’s stuck with the system for now with all
the difficulties that it presents. Will matters change?
When and how, we don’t know.

If you do vote, what and whom do you vote for? We
don’t know this either. Only one thing is certain,
your property taxes will continue to go up because of
the way the game is played.

Thanks Are Extended For Help
With Annual Washington School Play
I would like to thank everyone who

participated in this year’s Washington
School Show “Welcome To The 60’s.” I
had the honor to direct this year’s fund-
raiser show along with Jackie Costello,
who was also one of the show’s writers.

I was so impressed to see how much hard
work and commitment goes into this
production. Everybody from the writers,
the producers, our Music Director Rich
Bucci, the choreographers, musicians,
cast members, chorus, dancers, teach-
ers, stage manager and crew, set con-
struction, set design and painting, arts
and crafts, props, lighting, sound,
makeup, costumes, photographers and
the various committees worked as a team
to bring this show to reality. I hope
everybody had as much fun as I did with
this show.

A special thank you to everybody who
came to see the performances. The per-
formers onstage felt the enthusiasm of the
audience and the energy that you provided.
I was thrilled to hear the reaction of the
audience at our finale. The sounds of your
applause will remain with those parents
who made their final appearance in the
show, including my co-director Jackie
Costello and a true Washington School
Show “Living Legend” Joe Materek.

I also learned what a caring commu-
nity I live in. Midway through our re-
hearsal month I learned that my (real)
job would be eliminated in February. I
was overwhelmed by the support and the
offers of assistance to circulate my re-
sume that I received.

I can’t wait to do this again next year!
Bruce Vasel, Co-Director
Washington School Show
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Letters to
the Editor

More Letters To The
Editor on Page 5

Resident Asks if Permit
Waiting List Is False.
I have sent an e-mail or two to the

mayor and council on this issue but
never got a response. Maybe this letter
will help to get one.

Every morning for the past year at
8:45 (New York City commuters have
already left for work), I stop off at
Hershey’s to get a cup coffee, and I see
the South Avenue train station parking
lot with at least 50 to 70 parking spaces
not being used. In the meantime, Lord
and Taylor is kind enough to let train
people use their overflow lot – those
who can’t get a sticker. Thank you L&T!

My question is this, “Do the mayor
and leaders of our town want to force a
deck or two — with an apartment build-
ing which is not going to pay school tax
— down our over taxed throats?”

With a false waiting list, they could
tell every one, “Look, we need a deck
because all these people can’t get a
parking permit.”

If this is so, shame on you Mr. Mayor.

John Mancini
Westfield

Erratum
The Westfield Board of Educa-

tion story on Page 1 of the Febru-
ary 5 edition of The Westfield
Leader and Page 10 of The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times incorrectly
stated, “…or taking away Thurs-
day, April 15, should the district
exceed the number of allotted snow
days.” The article should have cited
Monday, April 5, not the 15th.

According to Westfield Public
Schools Information Officer Lorre
Korecky, the built-in snow days
for the district have been depleted
for the 2003-2004 school year. Ac-
cording to the district’s calendar,
“if an additional snow day is
needed, it will be taken on April 5
for all schools.”


