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For nearly 50 years, K. Hovnanian® has been delivering 
superior quality and value and as a result, more homes
than any other builder in the Northeast. Tens of thousands
of families have chosen K. Hovnanian® for very important
reasons: More home for your money. More quality and 
amenities. More fine craftsmanship. It’s more than how great K. Hovnanian® homes look, it’s how they make you
feel. People just feel more confident and more comfortable with K. Hovnanian.® In short, more at home. Is it any
wonder that K. Hovnanian® is known as the first name in lasting value?
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UNION COUNTY, NJ Scotch Plains

THE RESERVE
NOW OPEN!

PRE-CONSTRUCTION PRICING!

Money Isn’t All You’re Saving

All prices are base prices and subject to availability. Priced by location. Prices subject to change without notice. We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U. S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout 
the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin.

Find your new home at

CALL ONE OF OUR SALES CENTERS OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR DIRECTIONS TO ALL OF OUR COMMUNITIES. OPEN 10 TO 6 DAILY. 
MORTGAGE FINANCING PROVIDED BY K. HOVNANIAN® MORTGAGE, INC. K. HOVNANIAN® IS A BUILDER OF FINE HOMES IN NEW JERSEY, PENNSYLVANIA, TEXAS, 

NEW YORK, WASHINGTON D.C., MARYLAND, VIRGINIA, SOUTH CAROLINA, NORTH CAROLINA, OHIO, WEST VIRGINIA, ARIZONA FLORIDA & CALIFORNIA

DO YOU OWN LAND? Talk to K. Hovnanian about development possibilities. Call (888) KHOV-HOME

khov.com®
Find your new home at

khov.com®
Find your new home at

The Reserve is an intimate community of 100 townhomes presented by 
K. Hovnanian® at Scotch Plains, Inc., ranging in size from approximately 
1,800 to over 2,000 square feet. These wonderfully crafted homes feature 
2 - 3 bedrooms, 21⁄2 bathrooms and a one-car garage. Located in desirable 
Scotch Plains, The Reserve is nestled between Watchung and Westfield. 
The Watchung Reservation, with its woods, lakes, streams, meadows and trails, 
are just steps from your back door. The Reserve offers residents easy access to
major highways and mass transit and convenient commuting to New York City.
Historical sites, golf courses and other recreational facilities are all within 2 miles.
Scotch Plains features an excellent school system as well as quality shopping, 
dining and entertainment. 

Magnificent townhomes in beautiful 
Scotch Plains from the upper $300’s.  

(908) 490-1421.

Artist’s rendering.

BRAKES to Hold Open
Meeting At Town Hall
WESTFIELD – An information

and organizational meeting for any-
one interested in joining The
BRAKES (Bikers, Riders And Kids
are Entitled to Safety) Group or in
learning more about its efforts will
be held on Thursday, February 19, at
7:30 p.m. at the Westfield Municipal
Building, in the conference room
adjacent to the council chambers.

The BRAKES Group of Westfield
is a pedestrian/bicycle advocacy group
that works with local and state gov-
ernments as well as private industry to
improve communication and condi-
tions for pedestrians and bikers.

5 DAYS ONLY. COME IN FOR TREMENDOUS SAVINGS ON SHIFMAN MATTRESSES. PLUS

AN ADDITIONAL 10% ON OUR TWO BEST SELLING QUILTED STYLES. SHIFMAN IS THE ULTIMATE IN

HANDCRAFTED QUALITY, COMFORT, AND DURABILITY. SO IF YOU'VE BEEN THINKING

OF PURCHASING A MATTRESS, NOW IS THE TIME TO DO IT. DON'T HESITATE. 

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET
KING SET

Sugg.
560
690

1600
2420

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET
KING SET

Valley Furniture Shop  
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908)756-7623
33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, NJ 07506 • (973)427-1848

Monday thru Saturday 10:00-5:30 • Thursday Evening 'till 9 • Sunday 1-5

- ADDITIONAL STYLES STARTING AT $119. EA. PC. -

Sugg.
350
470
1120
1630

Sale
$189
$249
$599
$899

Extra 10%
$170
$224
$539
$809

Extra 10%
$269
$341
$809
$1214

Sale
$299
$379
$899
$1349

CRYSTAL SAPPHIRE

5 DAYS TO SAVE!

SAVE 35-50%
ON HANDCRAFTED SHIFMAN MATTRESSES

PLUS AN ADDITIONAL 10%

ON OUR TWO BEST SELLING QUILTED STYLES.

5 DAYS ONLY • SALE ENDS MONDAY 2/16

State Senator Scutari
Announces Resignation
From Freeholder Board

AREA – State Senator Nicholas
Scutari (D-22) announced his resig-
nation as a member of the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers effective Monday, March 1.

Senator Scutari said, “As a member
of the State Senate, I have been privi-
leged to be named Vice Chairman of
both the Senate State Government and
Senate Education Committees. I also
have been appointed to the Judiciary
Committee. Each of these assignments
brings significant responsibilities.

“As a freeholder for more than
seven years, I was able to initiate and
see through a number of programs to
improve the county. From the Free-
holder Scholarship Program to pro-
tecting our environment to stabiliz-
ing taxes, I believe my efforts have
made a difference.

“Candidly, I truly enjoy serving in
county government. It is also clear
that my duties as a State Senator
must be priority.”

State Department Issues New Rule
On Passport Applications for Minors

COUNTY – Under a new U.S. De-
partment of State requirement, all mi-
nors under the age of 14 must appear in
person in order for any passport appli-
cation to be filed on their behalf, Union
County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi an-
nounced. The County Clerk’s offices
in Elizabeth and Westfield receive pass-
port applications.

The requirement change, which
took effect on February 1, applies to
all regular, official and diplomatic
passports for children under the age
of 14, even if the child has previously
been issued a passport.

Prior to February 1, parents were
not routinely required to bring a child
under the age of 14 with them when
they applied on the child’s behalf.
Now, when applying for a passport
on behalf of a minor under the age of
14, parents are required to have their
child present and submit documen-

tation of parental relationship and
consent, as well as comply with all
other documentation requirements
for the issuance of a passport.

“The State Department has made
this change in order to better verify the
identities of minor applicants and help
prevent international child abduction
and trafficking,” Ms. Rajoppi said.

U.S. passport applications for chil-
dren under the age of 14 require both
parents or legal guardians consent.
More information on this require-
ment can be found online at http://
travel.state.gov/specialreq.html.

Scutari Resigns From
County Freeholder Board

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Newly-elected State Senator
Nicholas Scutari announced on Feb-
ruary 5 that he will be leaving his
position as Union County freeholder
effective Monday, March 1. The news
was delivered through a press re-
lease, before the Freeholder com-
bined meeting that same evening.

In the press release, Senator Scutari
said that his growing responsibilities
as a state senator simply prevented
him from holding two important of-
fices simultaneously. The senator was
recently named Vice Chairman of
both the Senate Education Commit-
tee and the Senate State Govern-
ment, as well as a member of the
Judiciary Committee.

“Candidly, I truly enjoyed serving
in County Government. It is also
clear that my duties as a State Sena-
tor must be the priority,” noted Sena-
tor Scutari.

Freeholder Chairman Angel
Estrada praised the freeholder for his
service to the county, and wished
him well in his new position.

“We know that his constituents
will be well-served by Senator
Scutari’s drive and intellect. We thank
him for his service as a Freeholder,
and we look forward to continuing
our partnership with him in his new
role as one of our State Senators,”
said Chairman Estrada.

According to a county spokesman
in the Department of Public Infor-
mation, the county will name a re-
placement immediately to fill the
soon-to-be-vacant seat on the board.
Though several names have been
mentioned, it appears that John
Wohlrab of Linden is the front-run-
ner to fill the position.

There were several notable reso-
lutions passed at the February 5
meeting, the most important relat-
ing to the ongoing juvenile deten-
tion center issue.

That particular resolution autho-
rized a temporary emergency ap-
propriation to fund a loan to the
Union County Improvement Au-
thority in the amount of $4,300,000.

The loan will be used in connection
with the Juvenile Detention Center
Project.

Another resolution allowed County
Manager George Devanney to award
grants to a number of organizations,
in connection with the Division of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs. Local
awards included the following: Ar-
bor Chamber Music Society of
Westfield, $2,800; Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital of Fanwood,
$2,000; Community Players,
Westfield, $3,050; First Congrega-
tional Church of Westfield, $1,700;
and the Garden State Cultural Asso-
ciation, Fanwood, $1,700.

Several local residents were named
to various boards and agencies
through separate resolutions. Among
the notable appointments: Reverend
Donald Hummel, pastor at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle in Scotch
Plains, to the Local Advisory Com-
mittee on Alcoholism and Drug
Abuse; Terry Tainow, May Furstner
and James Nixon of Westfield, to the
Advisory Board on Aging; and
Pamela Boright of Westfield and
Willeta BaCote of Fanwood, to the
Runnells Specialized Hospital Board
of Managers

CWF Slates Workshop
On Getting Organized
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Center

for Women and Families in Scotch
Plains will present a community edu-
cation workshop entitled “Tame Your
Disorganized Tiger” on Wednesday,
February 18, from 7:30 to 9 p.m.

Marie Tansey, co-founder of
OrganizeMeNow, will present easy
solutions to help people get better
organized. Participants will learn
simple strategies for organizing ev-
erything from key health records to
kids’ sports gear, leaving their life
calmer and with less stress.

The Center for Women and Fami-
lies is located at 1801 East Second
Street. There is a suggested $10 do-
nation for the workshop. To register,
please call (908) 322-6007.

No Agreement on SID
Assessment Reached

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

For a second straight week, the
steering committee looking into
the feasibility of establishing a
Special Improvement Distr ict
(SID) in Scotch Plains was unable
to settle the question of how to
assess downtown property own-
ers. The matter will now have to
be resolved next Tuesday, two days
before an informational session
with members of the greater busi-
ness community.

At its 18th meeting concerning
the creation of a SID on Tuesday
evening, the committee was origi-
nally expected to come to an agree-
ment on a formula for assessing
downtown properties to finance the
SID, the committee instead spent
nearly three hours talking mainly
about a fresh assessment proposal
put forth by Dominic Verdic, a down-
town property owner. Mr. Verdic
suggested that, rather than a per-
centage-of-assessed-value formula
that the committee had been favor-
ing, a flat fee be paid by all proper-
ties in the SID.

Under this proposal, properties
valued above a certain, as-yet un-
specified level would pay a single,
higher rate while those valued below
that level would pay another, lower
rate.

Mr. Verdic, who also owns prop-
erties in Westfield’s SID, expressed
a great deal of concern that the
proposed $80,000 operating bud-
get for the Scotch Plains’ SID’s
first year was inadequate and wor-
ried that property owners would
end up paying vastly higher assess-
ments in future years as the SID
expanded its activities. He favored
expanding the SID from its agreed
upon boundaries so as to maximize
assessments because “you can’t run
a SID on $80,000.”

In earlier meetings, however, it
was made clear that the Township
Council, which will have to pass an
ordinance establishing the SID and
will have some oversight of its bud-
get, wants to start the SID on a
limited geographical and financial
basis. The boundaries of the SID,
with the Park Avenue corridor as its
hub, will include all commercial
businesses, apartments with four or
more units, residences and com-
mercial vacant land in the B-1, B2
and P zones along Park Avenue from
Route 22 to the Fanwood border,
East Second Street, Front Street,
Terrill Road between East Second
and Front Streets, and Westfield Av-
enue from Park Avenue to Union
Avenue.

Residences will be exempt from
any assessments and commercial
properties along Terrill Road and on
Front Street from Flanders Road to

Terrill Road will not be assessed for
at least the first year of the SID’s
existence.

Once the new funding proposal
was put forth on Tuesday, at times
the discussion among the partici-
pants veered off topic. Other discus-
sions included the benefits and costs
of a SID, whether downtown Scotch
Plains should strive to be similar to
Westfield or develop its own identity
and an extended discussion of
whether all township businesses
should pay a fee to operate, with
those fees collected and used by the
SID.

In an attempt to bring the discus-
sion back to the assessment structure
and the proposed budget, Seth
Grossman, a consultant with Coop-
erative Professional Services in New-
ark who was hired last year to advise
about setting up a SID, said the steer-
ing committee had chosen “to make
it a practical and fundamental SID.”
He added that the local business com-
munity, in his opinion, isn’t yet ready
to establish a large-scale SID. Mr.
Verdic continued to press for a more
ambitious and widespread SID fi-
nanced by the flat rate structure he
put forth.

“It isn’t fair that East Second
Street and Park Avenue businesses
carry the whole burden [in the
SID’s first year] to see if it works,”
he said.

He suggested that committee
members meet with the council
and show the governing body the
larger potential assessments and
budgets.

“If there is anyone on the council
that’s smart enough,” he said, “they’ll
know you can’t get a SID off the
ground with $80,000.”

Mr. Grossman, however, said
“I’ve seen small SIDs do well”
and cautioned on the need to be
careful of establishing too expan-
sive a SID.

Once it became clear that there
would be no agreement this week on
a final assessment formula, mem-
bers discussed the format of the com-
munity meeting set for Thursday,
February 19 at Scotch Hills Country
Club where it is expected more prop-
erty owners will attend and, perhaps,
provide suggestions.

Mr. Grossman said he will pre-
pare for next Tuesday a set of esti-
mates of assessment levels and bud-
gets using the newly-proposed flat
fee as well as the earlier agreed-
upon 25 cents per $100 of assessed
value formula and a two-tiered
structure where retail properties
would be charged 25 cents and of-
fice properties would be charged
12.5 cents. Steering committee
members will have to agree on one
of the three formulas to present at
the February 19 meeting.

Route 22
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Proposed SID Area


