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FRANCAVILLA WINS NO. 100, SCHOLZ NAMED COUNTY COACH OF YEAR

Mench Wins, Raiders Claim 4 Champs;
Oust Roselle Park for County Mat Title

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It’s good to be king! It took a solid
team performance from the 17th-
ranked Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School squad to seize the Union
County Tournament (UCT) crown and
dethrone the Roselle Park Panthers,
who had the title firmly clenched in
their claws for seven years.

The Raiders claimed four champi-
ons and totaled 238.5 points to edge
the tournament savvy Panthers who
finished with 237 points in Union on
February 7. Raider Head Coach John
Scholz was named Union County
Coach of the Year and Westfield High
School senior Rob Mench won the
103-lb crown.

“We had a few goals but, most of
all, we had to get this Union County
Tournament out of the hands of
Roselle Park,” stated Scholz. “They
are the toughest tournament team in
the area and our team was up to it. We
had 13 place in the top six.”

Raider Derek Francavilla won his
second UCT crown – the first at 103
in his sophomore season – with an 8-
4 victory over Rahway’s Ed McCray
in the 125-lb class. Francavilla be-
came the first Raider to earn 100
career victories when he defeated
Panther Joe Blackford, 8-1, in the

semifinals.
“I wrestled Blackford all my life,

so I thought it was kind of cool that
it would come against him,”
Francavilla commented.

Against McCray, Francavilla
scored a first period takedown and a
two-point tilt and duplicated it in the
second period before coasting some-

what in the third period.
“I put it on cruise control at the

end. I could have escaped. I was just
trying to win the match. I thought I
wrestled well but there may have
been a couple of things I could have
done differently,” said Francavilla.

Raider Steve Mineo, donning a

uniform from a previous decade,
seized his second-straight UCT crown
with a 54 second pin over Brearley’s
Dom Olsen in the 130-lb class, using
an arm bar and an underhook. Mineo
won the 119-lb crown last year.

“I wanted to have fun. It’s an old
school throwback from the late 70’s,”
explained Mineo who added, “I went

out there and looked for the pin for
the team.”

To reach the finals, Mineo pinned
Elizabeth’s Elliot Sesson in 1:31 and
Cranford’s Anthony Crecca in 1:33
with a tight arm bar, half nelson
combination.

Realizing that the Raiders needed
all the points they could get, 140-lb
Eric Connolly scored a takedown
and stacked Panther Troy
MacDermant in 2:48, using a Penn
State cradle to claim his first title.

“I was looking for anything for the
team points,” said Connolly. “I
switched from a farside to a nearside
cradle and pushed the leg up.”

Connolly also pinned Union’s Josh
Nazario in nine seconds and
Plainfield’s Omar Carter in 1:29 with
a wicked head throw.

“He always used to beat me when
we were small,” said Connolly of
Carter. “I’m happy now.”

Raider Andrew Silber also came
up big and earned his second-straight
171-lb title by settling Union’s Jesse
VonLinden in 2:28 with an arm bar
and half nelson. Silber was also
named the UCT’s Outstanding Wres-
tler in the upper weights.

“I had to work bars and halves. He
stood up and I got a pushback half
and a kind of a headlock and stuck
him there. I got the points for the
team,” expressed Silber.

Silber advanced to the finals with
a 30 second fall over Linden’s Norbert
Sieczkowski and a 1:25 fall over
Panther John Wright.

Raider Charlie Bachi was edged,
3-1, by Shane Mallory of New Provi-
dence – ranked fourth in the state –
for the 189-lb crown. Previously,

Bachi had pinned Plainfield’s Jose
Otero in 1:34 and won by a, 9-2,
decision over Linden’s Nick Dutto.

“Charlie turned a huge corner this
year. Now, he’s a tough contender,”
stated Scholz.

Raider Marc Fabiano fell victim
via fall to Cranford’s Steve Carbone
in the 215-lb finals. Previously,
Fabiano pinned Julio Loperena of
Linden in 3:22 and decisioned Pan-
ther Jose Aravena, 7-1.

The Panthers needed to win by fall
at heavyweight to retain the title but
Panther Chris Bouhoutsos could pull
out only a 4-3 decision over Linden’s
Ronnell Orr, thanks to two stalling
points that awarded him the victory.

Although, the Raiders advanced
six wrestlers into the finals, two more

BLACKMON, BRYANT HIT 10 PTS EACH; VENEZIA GETS 9

Blue Devil Cagers Out-Joust
Livingston Lancer Boys, 58-24

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

An entire Westfield High School
boys’ basketball squad put it all to-
gether to take a chink out of the
armor of the Livingston Lancers, 58-
24, in Westfield on February 5. The
key to victory was Westfield’s suc-
cess accumulating 13 steals and
dominating the boards with 28 re-
bounds.

“It was a big value game and a
good win for the entire team because
we did lose against them up there last
year. It was good to beat them at our

house,” said Blue Devil Jan
Cocozziello. “I don’t want to say it,
but it wasn’t a game. Most of our
second and third team players saw a
lot of action today, so that was good
for them to be getting that varsity
experience. It was a win for the county
tournament and state seeding.
Today’s blowout sort of takes away
that negative taste of having lost
some of those close games during the
season. We beat Linden in a close
game. We lost a heartbreaker to
Scotch Plains, so that sort of took
away some of that bad taste. A big

30-point win, like the one today,
really cleared it up.”

Terrance Bryant and Tyshon
Blackmon inflicted most of the dam-
age on the Lancers with 10 points,
three rebounds and two steals each.
Mike Venezia sank nine points and
pulled down two rebounds.
Cocozziello fired in seven points,
snagged two rebounds and swiped
two steals. Eric Hayes poured in five
points, including a net burner from
three-point range, all in the first quar-
ter. John Korfmacher and Billy

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMING UP BIG…Blue Devil Mike Venezia, No. 10, inflicted nine points of
damage and snagged three rebounds in the game against the Livingston
Lancers. Westfield romped to a, 58-24, victory on February 5 in Westfield.

ROYSTON STRIKES, SPARES IN 10TH FOR VICTORY

Blue Devils Pick Up Spares,
Capture UC Bowling Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Crashing pins provided only part
of the thunder as the Union County
Bowling Tournament (UCT) cham-
pionship came down to the final roll
at Jersey Lanes in Linden on Febru-
ary 4. Blue Devil Andrew Royston
came through with a strike in the

10th frame and closed out with a
spare to give the Westfield High
School bowling team a three-point
advantage over Linden to snatch the
title.

In the final round, that included
six teams, the Blue Devils finished
with 2,945 total pins to Linden’s
2,942. Roselle Catholic had been in

the thick of the battle throughout and
finished third at 2,893. Union placed
fourth at 2,656 followed by Cranford
at 2,614 and Elizabeth at 2,362.

Rolling head-to-head, the Blue
Devils and the Tigers were tied,
1,930-1,930, after Game 2, and Game
3 went neck-and-neck with each team
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VICTORY NO. 100…Raider Derek Francavilla, top, controls Roselle Park’s
Joe Blackford in the 125-lb semis to record his 100th career victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ADVANCING TO THE FINALS…Blue Devil Rob Mench, front, takes down
Adel Afzal of New Providence and records a fall to advance to the 103-lb finals
where he pinned Anthony Priore of Johnson for the title.

Goods & Services You Need!

  


