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Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader
STOPPING CRIME…Richard Edge, rear, from the Westfield Department of Public Works hung the new Crime Stoppers
Sign offering rewards for information on crimes. The sign was donated by the Woman’s Club of Westfield. Pictured from
left to right are: Westfield Police Captain Robert Compton, Ruth Positan, Ron Posyton, Detective Jon Cuzzo, Nita
McHugh, Marjorie Wieseman and Sally Brown.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
HELP WANTED…Usually the messages stuck to the side of the daily parking machine are for cleaning services, computer
help or someone selling a used Toyota. Surprisingly, this message was asking for a kidney.

Benjamin B. Corbin  for The Westfield Leader
WITH LOVE...KaBloom of Westfield prepared for the Valentine’s Day rush
with a wreath of red roses and a bouquet of Stargazer Lillies.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

DWC Director Seeks Flexibility
To Downtown Sign Ordinance
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

By a 7 to 1 vote, owners and
operators of Presidential Pen, LLC
located on 112 Central Avenue were
granted permission to erect a flat
mounted sign perpendicular to the
store’s wall, which is called a blade
sign, last Monday evening at the
monthly Board of Adjustment meet-
ing. Currently, Westfield Ordinance
prohibits blade signs.

In addition, the business proposed
six other signs while Westfield Ordi-
nance only allows one sign per store.

Corby O’Connor, Co-Owner of
Presidential Pen, testified on be-
half of her business stating, “We
are asking for this blade sign to
attract business because the store is
located on Central Avenue and is
harder to see because it is set back
from the street. We also want this
blade sign to attract drive-by and
walk-by traffic.”

Sherry Cronin, Executive Direc-
tor of the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration (DWC) also testified on
behalf of the store. She asked board
members for more flexibility when
it comes to signage in the down-
town area. She noted that this par-
ticular store was “set back and

dark.” She added that the Architec-
tural Review Board had already
approved the sign.

Ms. Cronin added that she was in
the process of trying to change the
ordinance for signs and that she
“currently had a rough draft.” She
also stated that she “needed to go
through a design committee and the
DWC Board of Directors, both of
which are volunteer committees.”

She noted that she wanted to see
more blade signs to create “a whole
streetscape look.” Ms. Cronin also
stated that it is a slow process and
commented that until she was ready
to present a final draft, she was
prepared to come before the board
on a “case by case basis” to help
store owners find relief from the
sign ordinance.

Board of Adjustment members
all commented that they would have
liked to see a draft of the proposal
before hearing the case of Presi-
dential Pen, noting that they are
very strict with their sign ordinance.

Members such as Chris Mascaile,
stated that many of the newer stores
were not granted sign relief in their
windows, citing William Sonoma
and Coach as examples.

Board member Francis Smith
asked if the smallness of the store-
front could be considered a hard-
ship allowing relief from the ordi-
nance. Other members noted that
the darkness of the storefront as
well as the fact that it was set back
from the street all could be noted as
hardships.

Board Vice-Chairman William
Heinbokel stated, “My personal
feelings about signs is to see as low
a number as possible in our stores.
Some of the larger chains seem to
want to cram as many signs as

WHS to Be Open
Tuesday, Feb. 17
WESTFIELD -- All Westfield

Public Schools will be closed
next Monday and Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 16 and 17, except
Westfield High School. The high
school will be closed Monday,
February 16, but will be open on
Tuesday for a full day of school.

MS BOE Talks
About Budget,
Summer Camp

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The second phase of the 2004-
2005 budget was the primary fo-
cus at Tuesday night’s
Mountainside Board of Educa-
tion meeting.

This phase includes such cat-
egories as administration, trans-
portation employee benefits, op-
eration and maintenance of plant
services, child study teams and
out of district tuition, which at
$3,772,245 accounts for approxi-
mately one-third of the total bud-
get.

The budget for plant and main-
tenance reflected a sizable in-
crease of $63,000, due to the
opening of Beechwood School.
General administration was an-
other line item that showed a
significant hike over last year’s
actual budget, with an increase of
approximately $65,000.

The addition of 20 telephone
lines, $7,000 in Internet charges
and $3,500 for Verizon and AT&T
charges for Beechwood School is
responsible for the increase.

Transportation was another
item that increased – by approxi-
mately $86,000 — due to the
opening of Beechwood School.

The board briefly discussed put-
ting the transportation contract
out for bid. Board member Rich-
ard Kress reminded his colleagues
that if the contract is re-bid and
the lowest bid comes in higher
than the current contract, state
law requires that the school board
accept the lowest bid even if it is
higher than what is currently be-
ing paid.

The board agreed to investi-
gate solutions without putting the
contract up for bid.

The budget for legal services,
which was allotted $40,000, was
also discussed. Board President
Peter Goggi stated, “In light of
the problems with Hartford
(Bonding Co.), we need to be
cognoscente of that particular line
item.”

The board is in litigation with
Hartford over additional work
done at Beechwood School.

Budget discussions will continue,
with Chief School Administrator
Gerard Schaller stating, “It is im-
perative that we review projected
student enrollment, transportation
and special education. Once these
items are prioritized, then the bud-
get can be reviewed.”

Mr. Goggi added, “This budget
is a draft. It is our duty to go over
the numbers and tweak them ac-
cordingly.”

A special presentation was
made by first grade teacher Susan
Jenks, who urged the board to
approve the school district’s sum-
mer enrichment programs and
camp, which will run alongside
the summer school classes.

If approved, the camp will be-
gin on Friday, June 25, with pre-
camp care starting at 8 a.m. and
after care lasting until 5:30 p.m.

The summer school program
will be broken down into two-
week sessions, with classes run-
ning one hour each, allowing the
student to also participate in the
enrichment or camp program.
Enrichment classes will run in
five-week sessions, from 9 a.m.
until noon.

The camp will also include day
trips, with a tour of Yankee Sta-
dium and a trip to the Bronx Zoo
planned for the last day of camp.

Concerns over sufficient space
in which to house the programs
were addressed. It was determined
that Beechwood has adequate
space to accommodate all three
programs.

A proposed meeting to discuss
the summer program is set for
Thursday, March 25, at which
time any questions regarding the
program will be answered.

Mr. Goggi announced that con-
struction has begun on Deerfield
School, with the duration of work
to last approximately three to four
months.

The first meeting of the Criteria
Committee, formed to set guide-
lines for the search for a new chief
school administrator (CSA), is
slated for Tuesday, March 2. Needs
of the district and criteria for lead-
ership will be determined, which
will be used to place an advertise-
ment in search of a new CSA.

Property Owners
Complain About
Parking Permits

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Tuesday night’s conference ses-
sion of the Westfield Town Council,
several downtown property owners
were present to speak to the council
on the issue of parking permits.

Last year, the owners of Couch
Braunsdorf Insurance Group who
were seeking to sell their parking
permits with their building on North
Avenue approached the council. The
governing body denied their request,
holding to the ordinance that states
the permits are non-transferable.

The Town is also now enforcing
the ordinance, which only allows
tenants to apply for parking permits,
not landlords.

Gary Goodman, the owner of 37
Elm Street since 1979, said that he
had previously been allowed to pur-
chase parking permits for his ten-
ants. He explained that his office
tenants do not stay for long periods
of time, and said that he will be
unable to rent the space without of-
fering parking.

“Ultimately my property will be
worthless if I can’t rent it,” Mr.
Goodman said.

He told the council that he is “just
a warning statement” and that soon
larger tenants such as The Gap will
leave town because of lack of park-
ing.

James Ward, who owns property
on East Broad Street, said that he had
previously purchased permits for his

apartment dwellers, and will now
lose those tenants due to lack of
parking. He pointed out that right
now there is nowhere for tenants to
park in downtown.

Mr. Ward said that he lost retail
tenant Nine West because of parking
problems.

Harriet Diamond, a Westfield resi-
dent with an office at 251 North
Avenue, said that she had signed a
10-year lease with her landlord, who
provided parking permits. She said
that now that she is retiring the land-
lord is concerned that she will not be
able to rent the space without park-
ing.

Westfield resident Michael Dia-
mond said that he spoke to a real
estate expert who said that he will
not bring qualified buyers to
Westfield because there is no park-
ing. He said that, “not treating land-
lords fairly is a trip wire.”

Downtown Westfield Corporation
Executive Director Sherry Cronin
said that she is “concerned very much
about this issue,” and that the town
needs an “equitable solution.”

Mayor Gregory McDermott stated
that residential permits are currently
being considered in committee.

In other business, the council dis-
cussed an ordinance to be voted on
next week, which would implement
a fee on development.

A fee of $3,888.89 would be taken
for the construction of each new

Borough Council Seeks Funds
For Batting Cage Construction

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

During their monthly agenda set-
ting council meeting governing mem-
bers of Mountainside stated that a
second and final reading of, Ordi-
nances 1066, 1067, 1068 and 1069
would be read at next week’s council
meeting.

The ordinances will update permit
and inspection fees for construction
and zoning according to state regula-
tions, amend community pool fees
for the 2004 summer season by a 2
percent increase, establish an Assis-
tant Engineering position and create
an ordinance prohibiting parking on
the West side of Woodacres Drive
from 2:30 to 4 p.m. on school days.

Last month, members of the gov-
erning body discussed Ordinance
1068 to prohibit parking during
school hours on the west side of
Woodacres Drive from Pembrook
Road to Meeting House Lane.

Police Chief James Debbie noted
that there is a congestion problem in
that area since the opening of the
Beechwood School.

He stated that when cars are parked
on either side of the street a bus and

a car cannot pass each other and fears
the outcome if an emergency vehicle
needed to get through at that time of
day.

It was also discussed by members
of the council that the starting times
for the Beechwood and Deerfield
Schools are the same, causing speed-
ing problems for parents having chil-
dren in both schools and trying to get
them to their destinations on time.

In other business, Councilman
Keith Turner reported that the Field
Maintenance Committee had re-
cently met and noted that the con-
struction had been started for the
bathrooms at the baseball fields by
the Deerfield School, but had to stop
because of the weather.

He also stated that when the work
can again resume, it was estimated to
take approximately four or five weeks
to complete.

Mr. Turner added that due to the
generous donations of specific

Mountainside residents, batting
cages are also proposed behind the
Deerfield School. He noted that
more money was needed to com-
plete the project stating that the
land being used for the cages is
“swampy” and needs to be “built-up
and paved.”

He stated that the two cages will
have a 10-foot fence surrounding
them and will be locked when not in
use. He also noted that one cage will
be used for softball and one for base-
ball, with the managers of the youth
programs holding the keys.

Mr. Turner also stated that the land
being used for the cages is munici-
pality property. He concluded by
saying that the cages will not be open
for use during school hours at the
request of the Mountainside Board
of Education.

The next council meeting will be
held on Tuesday, February 16, at 8
p.m.

possible, especially the appliqués.
We need to cut back as many signs
as possible for this application. I
have a problem with the appliqués
proposed on the windows. We need
to be consistent.”
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WESTFIELD VOLUNTEER
RESCUE SQUAD BLOTTER

Statistics for Year End 2003

Nature of Call:
Cardiac
Cardiac Arrest
Motor Vehicle Accident
Burns
OB/GYN
DOA
GOA
False Medical Alert
Lift Assist
Fire
Choking/Airway Obstruction
Allergic Reaction
Amputation
Bleeding/Hemorrhage
Chest Injury
Abdominal Injury
Diabetic Related
Gastro Intestinal Distress
Illness - other
Injury - other
Head/Neck Injury
Heat/Cold Related
Poisoning
Respiratory Distress
Seizure
Shock/Trauma
Spinal Injury
Stroke
Fracture (suspected)
Syncope
Unconscious
Behavioral Emergency
Standby
Pre-Arranged Transports
TOTAL

Number of  Calls:

173
24
136
11
13
17
9
7

84
3

23
26
4

133
23
8

59
201
185
114
201

8
9

319
58
6

81
57
164
97
52
100
13
20

2438

Total Volunteer Hours : 27,077

 

New Signs Will Raise Funds
For Crime Stoppers Rewards

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Woman’s Club, Blue Streak Mo-
tors of Roselle and Ron Posyton
of Maguire Cadillac are three of
Westfield’s first sponsors of a
municipal sign fundraising pro-
gram created by Union County
Crime Stoppers, in cooperation
with the Union County Police
Chiefs Association and Union
County Traffic Officers Associa-
tion.

The funds are needed to replen-
ish monies used to reward anony-
mous callers for assisting local
law enforcement in solving crimes
and catching the perpetrators. The
program is celebrating its twenti-
eth year, and has helped solve
over 200 serious, violent felony
cases.

Union County Crime Stoppers
Board, which includes business
interests, private citizens, the me-
dia and law enforcement, pay
anonymous cash rewards up to
$5,000 for information that leads
to the arrest and indictment of
criminals, homicides, armed rob-
beries, burglaries, aggravated as-
sault and other violent crimes.

Ron Posyton, who serves as
Crime Stoppers chairman, is the
only board member known to the
public said, “Our organization
works with law enforcement and
the media to help catch the crimi-
nals. A caller can call our “TIPS”
hotline around the clock. We don’t
need the person’s name, only the
information. The caller is assigned
a number, and, when a reward is
given, that person simply gives

that number to a bank teller and
collects the cash. I like to say that
crime doesn’t pay, but we do.”
The TIPS hotline is manned by
the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office during regular business
hours, and at all other times by
the Union County Police Depart-
ment.

Additional sponsors are needed
for specified signs that will be
posted on major thoroughfares in
all 21 Union County municipali-
ties. These metal signs contain
the Crime Stoppers logo and TIPS
telephone number. A separate sign
designating the sponsor will be
posted below each sign.

Current sponsors include busi-
nesses, organizations and indi-
viduals. The sponsors can specify
which municipalities the sign will
be located in. The signs are being
posted on existing signposts on
key roadways identified by the
local police departments, in co-
operation with the local depart-
ment of public works and the
Union County Sheriff’s Office
S.L.A.P. program.

The first year sponsorship costs
$250 for one sign for a one-year
period, or $500 for three signs for
a one year period, with a maxi-
mum of one sign per selected
municipality. The signs can be
renewed annually for $100.

Anyone wishing to sponsor a
sign is asked to call the Crimes
Stoppers TIPS hotline at (908)
654-TIPS (654-8477) or Chair-
man Ron Posyton at (908) 889-
9028.

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

MOUNTAINSIDE

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6
•  Cesar Mendez, Jr., 19, of Irvington

was arrested and charged with disor-
derly conduct, obstruction, resisting ar-
rest and consumption of alcohol by a
person under legal age after using offen-
sive language and tumultuous behavior
towards the theatre manager. He was
released without bail.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7
•  Timothy Davis, 32, of Irvington was

charged with driving under the influence
on Route 22. Davis was released to a
responsible party.

      Lauren S. Pass  for The Westfield Leader
THE PERFECT GIFT…Kim Rowe of Princeton is simply delighted with the
purchase of a special gift at Beautiful Things in Scotch Plains. Susan Musano,
store manager and owner Nell Goodwin, delight their customers with unique
and contemporary gifts.

Kindergarten Registration
Set at WF Public Schools

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Public School District will register
children who will become eligible
for kindergarten in the 2004-2005
school year. The district is also inter-
ested in children who have not been
in public school but will enter first
grade in the fall.

Any Westfield child who reaches
his/her fifth or sixth birthday on or
before Friday, October 1, is eligible
to register.

Evening registration will be avail-
able at the Board Administration
Building, 302 Elm Street in the sec-
ond floor conference room. Appoint-
ments should be made for the evening
registration (dates listed below) by
calling (908) 789-4420.

Appointments should also be made
for individual school registrations. The
registration schedule is as follows:

• Wednesday, February 25, from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. at Franklin Elemen-
tary School, (908) 789-4592;

• Monday, March 1, from 8 a.m. to
4 p.m. at Franklin School; and Wil-

son Elementary School, (908) 789-
4605;

• Tuesday, March 2, from 8 a.m. to
4 p.m. at Wilson School;

• Wednesday, March 3, from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. at Wilson School; and
from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Administra-
tion Building, 302 Elm Street, (908)
789-4420;

• Thursday, March 4, from 8 a.m. to
4 p.m. at Tamaques Elementary School,
(908) 789-4580; from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at Jefferson Elementary School, (908)
789-4490; and from 6 to 8 p.m. at the
Administration Building.

• Friday, March 5, from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. at Jefferson School; and from
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Washington El-
ementary School, (908) 789-4600;

• Wednesday, March 10, from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. at McKinley Elemen-
tary School, (908) 789-4555; and

• Thursday, March 11, from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. at Franklin School;

The following information is
needed at time of registration: Proof
of residence (such as a tax or utility
bill), child’s birth certificate (with
raised seal) and proof of required
immunizations (check with the ap-
propriate school to find out what
medical records are necessary).

Any questions about the registra-
tion process should be referred to any
elementary school. In the event of a
delayed opening or school closing
due to inclement weather, registra-
tion for that day will be rescheduled.

Iannazzone Placed
On Fall Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Wake Forest Uni-
versity in Winston-Salem, N.C. has
reported that Westfield resident Julie
Catherine Iannazzone was placed on
the Dean’s List for the fall 2003
semester. Julie is a senior focusing
her studies in health and exercise.

Author Day Presentations
Held at Tamaques School

THE JOY OF WRITING…To encourage more reading and writing outside
of the classroom, children’s authors and illustrators offered special presen-
tations at Tamaques Elementary School during the Annual Author Day.
Pictured, left to right, are: author David Lubar, School Librarian Susan
Locasio, illustrator Felicia Zekauskas, and author Peter Maloney.

WESTFIELD – Tamaques El-
ementary School students encoun-
tered children’s authors and illus-
trators during the school’s Annual
Author Day, which was organized
by the school’s Parent-Teacher Or-
ganization and library staff.

The event was held to inspire
students to read and write more on
their own.

Author Peter Maloney and illus-
trator Felicia Zekauskas, who have
collaborated several picture books
including “Redbird at Rockefeller
Center” and “The Magic Hockey
Stick,” spoke to students in the
kindergarten, first and second
grades.

During their presentation, they
read from “Belly Button Boy” while

displaying the story’s illustrations
on a large screen, and answered
students’ questions.

David Lubar, the author of “The
Accidental Monster” series, “Flip,”
“Dunk,” and “Monster Road,”
among others, spoke to third, fourth
and fifth graders. He told the stu-
dents how he finds inspiration for
his books, and read one of his short
stories.

Mr. Lubar also conducted writing
exercises with the students to help
them explore their creative poten-
tial.

Mr. Maloney, Ms. Zekauskas and
Mr. Lubar signed copies of their
books for the students, and enjoyed
a luncheon with the Tamaques teach-
ers.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
COOKIES FOR TROOPS…Congressman Michael Ferguson and Victoria
Attanasio from Girl Scout Troop 701 stopped at the Westfield Diner seeking
donations to pay for Girl Scout Cookies to be sent to the troops in Iraq.

residential unit and a fee based on
floor area for non-residential con-
struction.

First Ward Republican Council-
man Sal Caruana explained that the
new Council on Affordable Housing
(COAH) regulations, which are pro-
posed to be passed in July, may be
retroactive. He said that for every
nine new units of housing built the
town would be required to provide
one unit of affordable housing, and
for every 30 new employees one
affordable housing unit is required.

Councilman Caruana said that the
town will be able to transfer 50 per-
cent of their obligation by paying
$35,000 per unit into the state’s fund.
The other half of the town’s obliga-
tion must be met by the town provid-
ing the opportunity for affordable
housing. The town could require
developers to include one unit of
affordable housing within each 10
being built.

If the regulations are not retroac-
tive, the fees collected will be re-
funded to the developers.

Next week, the council will be
hearing a presentation on the traffic
study from Edwards and Kelcey. This
will be the first of two presentations,
another meeting will be held de-
voted solely to the traffic study.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council

Mountainside Library Posts
Upcoming Family Activities
MOUNTAINSIDE — The

Mountainside Public Library will
offer a variety of activities for fami-
lies and children in the community,
beginning this month and continuing
through March.

A Preschool storytime will be held
on Thursdays, February 26 through
April 1, from 2 to 2:30 p.m. Toddler
storytime will be held on Wednes-
days, March 3 to March 24, from
10:30 to 11 a.m.

In-person registration for first-time
participants is required for both pro-
grams, along with proof of age at the
time of registration. Individuals who
have participated in these programs

before may register by calling the
library at (908) 233-0115.
Storytime programs are open to
Mountainside Library cardholders
only.

On Saturday, March 13, the library
will present “Origami with Mary
Kao” for children in kindergarten
through grade 6, which is open to the
public.

This program is scheduled for 2
p.m. and is sponsored by the Friends
of the Mountainside Public Library.
To sign up, please call the library.
Additionally, an origami exhibit will
be on display during the month of
March.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3
•  Gary Testa, 48, of Chatham was

arrested on Central Avenue and
charged with driving while under the
influence of alcohol. He was released
on his own recognizance to a respon-
sible party.

•  Youseland Josue, 20, of Eliza-

beth was arrested at a North Avenue
store and charged with theft, identity
theft, credit card theft, forgery and
computer theft.

Josue, who was charged in con-
nection with the theft of credit cards
from a store employee, was being
held in lieu of $10,000 bail.

Westfield for the
Week of January 26

Raymond Martin to Jon and
Madeline Black, 952 Prospect
Street, $650,000.

Steven and Sherrie Natko to Kevin
and Sherry Varian, 232 Linden Av-
enue, $740,000.

M.M. Real Estate Developers, Inc.
to Thomas and Alexandra Sanford,
522 Codding Road, $695,000.

M.M. Real Estate Developers, Inc.
to James and Margarita Abate, 544
Codding Road, $679,900.

Nanette and Carl Ingrassia to
Carol Lyons, 600 Fourth Avenue,
$285,000.

George and Nancy Fratt to Joseph
and Susan Pink, 735 Castleman

Recent Home Sales

Drive, $520,000.
Maria and John Cimino to Chris-

topher Roberge and Keum Park, 920
Carlton Road, $590,000.

Messercola Bros. Building Co.,
Inc. to Ryan and Kara Rever, 164
Harrow Road, $700,000.

Alison Gebbie to Messercola
Bros. Building Co., Inc., 4 Mohawk
Trail, $379,000.

Jacob Di Iorio Cited
For Academic Honor
BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The

Martin J. Whitman School of Man-
agement at Syracuse University
in Syracuse, N.Y. recently reported
that Berkeley Heights resident
Jacob Di Iorio was named to the
Dean’s List for the fall 2003 se-
mester.

Jacob is a sophomore majoring
in general management.
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Final Site Plan Approved
For Bowcraft Water Park

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Zoning Board
of Adjustment approved two vari-
ance applications last week and also
took final action on a site plan appli-
cation that will allow Bowcraft
Amusement Park to go forward with
its planned water park.

At the monthly meeting last Thurs-
day, the board approved applications
that will permit two homeowners to
proceed with substantial renovations.

Jennifer DiLollo of 410 Union
Avenue will make various improve-
ments to her home, including the
removal of an existing unattached
garage and construction of a new
attached garage, construction of a
family room, and installation of a
new front porch.

David and Elizabeth Strong of 4
Heritage Lane will also renovate their
home, including converting the side
of their house into the front entrance
and making other structural improve-
ments.

At the start of its meeting, the
board, during what is normally a
formality in memorializing previ-
ously approved applications, dis-
cussed the Bowcraft water park ap-
plication, which was approved in
December. Bowcraft’s owners are
planning for a two-phase project, the
first being the construction of a new
maintenance building at the north-
western corner of the property that
will replace several storage trailers
presently found elsewhere. The text
of the approval resolution seemed to
some board members to be vague as

to when the existing storage trailers
would actually to be disposed of.

Some board members suggested
wording changes to ensure that the
trailers would be removed before the
second phase of the project, the con-
struction of the water park, begins.

Board member Chris Abeel sug-
gested changing the phrasing so
Bowcraft would be required to re-
move the old trailers “by the conclu-

sion of phase one,” but board attor-
ney Vincent Loughlin expressed some
concern about enforcing that require-
ment.

Finally, it was agreed the phrase
“within six months after phase one
has begun,” be inserted so that
Bowcraft would have 180 days from
the time demolition and building
permits are issued for the construc-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David B. Corbin for The Times
UNION COUNTY WRESTLING CHAMPIONS…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School wrestling team rejoices after
dethroning Roselle Park for the Union County Wrestling championship in Union on February 7. Roselle Park owned the
title for the past seven years. It was the first-ever Union County mat title for the Raiders, whose Head Coach, John Scholz,
center, was also named Union County Coach of the Year.

SP Struggles With Budget
To Minimize Tax Increase

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains Township Manager
Thomas Atkins is recommending to
the Township Council a 2004 mu-
nicipal budget of just under $19.547
million that would be funded by a
five-point increase in the municipal
portion of local property taxes.

As it does annually, the council
will spend the next several weeks
examining and, most likely, adjust-
ing some of the spending requests for
various municipal departments be-
fore the budget is formally intro-
duced in the early spring. Two bud-
get hearings have been set for
Wednesdays, February 18 and Feb-
ruary 25, at 7:30 p.m.

Unlike last year, when the council
adopted a budget financed by an 18-
point municipal property tax increase
in the midst of a weak economy, little

increase in state aid, lower invest-
ment income and a lower municipal
surplus, township officials will be
working on this year’s budget in a
somewhat improved fiscal environ-
ment.

“The financial picture for 2004 is
certainly better than 2003,” Mr.
Atkins said.

Mr. Atkins noted that, for one, this
year’s municipal surplus is $1.356
million versus $956,000 in 2003, “so
we are going back in the right direc-
tion.”

Construction code fees are ex-
pected to increase this year as well.
On the other hand, interest on invest-
ments and deposits continues to be
low, given the low interest rates in
general. State assistance is not ex-
pected to be higher than last year
after two years of miniscule increases.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

S. Plains Township Will Not Have
To Go It Alone on Jitney Service

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

In the wake of the decision by the
Fanwood Borough Council last week
not to go forward with the proposed
jitney bus service, Scotch Plains
Mayor Martin Marks said he doesn’t
expect the township will be able to
finance costs on its own, meaning
the project is ended for the foresee-
able future.

Two weeks ago, the Joint Trans-
portation Agency, a group of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood representatives
overseeing the development of the
jitney service, voted unanimously
that the venture not go forward after
hearing a report that buses involved
in similar programs in other towns
were reported to be unreliable, and
that the overall profitability of the
project could not be guaranteed.

Last week, the Fanwood council
agreed to cease its participation in
the project.

The two Scotch Plains representa-
tives to the Agency, Mayor Marks
and Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato, were not present at the
January 27 meeting where the vote
was taken, due to a Township Coun-
cil meeting taking place at the same
time.

“I was disappointed that such a
monumental decision was made
without Scotch Plains representa-
tives there,” Mayor Marks told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times at the
council’s meeting on Tuesday
evening. He said that, “we’re not in
a position” to finance the project
alone.

In other business at the council’s
regular meeting, the mayor an-
nounced that Congressman Michael
Ferguson had informed him that the
township is being awarded a $117,000
grant from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency for the pur-
chase of new radios for the local fire
department.

The council gave its final approval
to an ordinance appropriating
$130,000 from the state Department
of Transportation to be used for road-
way improvements to a section of
Plainfield Avenue.

Another ordinance was approved
that slightly raises membership and
greens fees at Scotch Hills Country
Club. Councilman Frank Rossi noted

that fees at the nine-hole facility
haven’t been increased in four
years.

An ordinance was introduced that
will restrict parking on both sides of
Concord Street, from its intersection
with Old Farm Road to a point 330
feet southward. Parking will be lim-
ited to two hours between 8 a.m. and
3 p.m. on school days. A public
hearing and vote on the ordinance
will be held at the council’s Tuesday,
February 24 meeting.

Two resolutions were passed au-
thorizing the purchase of two new
vehicles, a 2002 Ford pickup truck
costing slightly more than $19,000
for the Department of Public Works
and a 2004 Dodge Durango costing
not more than $30,000 for the De-
partment of Inspections.

At the start of its meeting, the
council passed a resolution express-
ing its appreciation to Scotch Plains
Library Director Meg Kolaya for
her efforts in keeping the library
functioning after a serious fire a
year ago.

                       Lauren S. Pass  for The Times
THE PERFECT GIFT…Kim Rowe of Princeton, right, is simply delighted with
the purchase of a special gift at Beautiful Things in Scotch Plains. Susan
Musano, left, store manager, and owner Nell Goodwin delight their customers
with unique and contemporary gifts.

          Brooks Crandall  for The Times
SEEING SPARKS…Youngsters flocked to the 23rd Annual Science Fair at Coles Elementary School in Scotch Plains last
Saturday. There were many exhibits for the children to interact with while learning. Pictured above, the principles of
electrostatic physics are being demonstrated.
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Fanwood Continues Participation
In Municipal Alliance Program

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Fanwood will participate in the 2004
Municipal Alliance Program, it was
decided at Tuesday’s regular council
meeting. The program is funded by
federal and county dollars, with
Fanwood and Scotch Plains being asked
to match the funds.

The primary purpose of the pro-
gram, explained Council President
Katherine Mitchell, is “to help steer
children away from drugs and alco-
hol.”

One awareness activity is the Purple
Ribbon campaign in March, when
schools distribute purple ribbons to
students and families to wear and post
around town. Also, a graduation party
is held every year as a dry alternative
for teens who might otherwise attend
parties where alcohol and drugs are
available.

There are also programs involving
seniors and women, and activities for
men will begin this fall.

After a discussion was held regard-
ing the program at a previous council
meeting, a representative from the
Municipal Alliance Program met with
the mayor and council on Monday
night to explain the purpose and goals
of the program.

Councilman Stuart Kline felt it was
a “worthwhile objective” but is con-
cerned if it is an appropriate use of
taxpayer dollars. He said he might
suggest donating a lower dollar amount
to the effort.

Councilwoman Donna Dolce be-
lieves the benefit of the program is to
give “healthy choices,” and believes
that the current investment is small
compared to future rehabilitation costs
for drug and alcohol addiction.

Council President Mitchell agreed,
stating that she works in the healthcare
industry and sees the long-term health
care costs of those dealing with addic-
tion. At the conclusion of the discus-
sion, a resolution was passed, with Coun-
cilman Kline as the only “no” vote.

In other business, Councilwoman
Dolce announced that La Grande Park’s
skating area is in a state of disrepair
and that the Recreation Commission
is deciding how to handle the problem.

Councilwoman Dolce also addressed
the continuing issue of a lack of avail-
able restrooms at La Grande Park. She
stated that the commission is aware of
how difficult it is for families using the
park to have no facilities open.

She explained that many different
remedies have been attempted over the
years; however, there continues to be
major vandalization, making the ex-
pense too great to keep the facilities
open.

The community center at Forest
Road Park is completed, and now awaits
the arrival of tables and chairs to make
the space fully functioning. The center
has a maximum capacity of 100 people,
and will be used as the primary gather-
ing place for the Fanwood senior citi-
zens group.

In addition, the Recreation Com-
mission is looking at establishing a fee
structure for those wishing to rent it for
activities and functions.

Councilman Jack Molenaar reported
that the Historic Preservation Com-
mission has not yet received official
notice of acceptance regarding the sta-
tus of the Fanwood Historic Park Dis-
trict, and that it may take up to six
months to receive the final decision.

However, the commission is antici-
pating a positive outcome, and is plan-
ning to raise funds to “create design
principles, document and make an in-
ventory of historic buildings, and place
historic markers” on buildings.

The Historic Preservation Commis-
sion continues to seek photographs
and materials from residents for an
upcoming book that is due  to be sent
to the publisher in April of this year.

The Environmental Commission has
proposed creating a “bicycle path and
recreation trail along the PSE&G power
lines, including Scotch Plains and other
areas in Union County,” stated Council-
man Molenaar. The subject will go to
the Planning Board for consideration.

In a Public Safety report, Council
President Mitchell stated that the
Fanwood Police Department has been
conducting motor vehicle stops and
issuing citations for violations. In prior
years, these types of stops were done
only once or twice a year, but will now
be done six times per year.

The Fanwood Policemen’s Benevo-
lent Association is sponsoring an event
to raise money to benefit five-year-old
Robert Cleary, a Fanwood resident
with adrenoleukodystrophy, a life-
threatening genetic disease, whose
prognosis is dire.

The event, a bus trip to Atlantic City
on Saturday, February 28, will depart
the Fanwood train station at 9 a.m.
Tickets are available for $30, which
includes a $15 coin redemption as well
as food and drink on the bus.

“We are a small community and
must help our own,” emphasized Coun-
cil President Mitchell. She went on to
request that her councilmates and all
residents donate $30 each to help the
ailing child.

For information, please call Patrol-
man Brian Bartiromo at (908) 322-
5000, extension no. 166.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
COOKIES FOR TROOPS…Congressman Michael Ferguson and Victoria
Attanasio from Girl Scout Troop No. 701 stopped at the Westfield Diner seeking
donations to pay for Girl Scout Cookies to be sent to the troops in Iraq.
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Lauren S. Pass for The Times
STOPPING CRIME…Richard Edge, rear, from the Westfield Department of Public Works hung the new Crime Stoppers
Sign offering rewards for information on crimes. The sign was donated by the Woman’s Club of Westfield. Pictured from
left to right are: Westfield Police Captain Robert Compton, Ruth Positan, Ron Posyton, Detective Jon Cuzzo, Nita
McHugh, Marjorie Wieseman and Sally Brown.

tion of the new maintenance build-
ing to remove the old trailers, which
are presently situated at the top of the
Route 22 property.

Other resolutions memorialized
last week were for Charlie Brown’s
restaurant, which will enact various
improvements to make the facility
more handicapped-accessible,
Scotch Hills Inc., which operates a
car wash on Plainfield Avenue and
will subdivide its property and build
a garage, and several residential
homeowners who plan to make vari-
ous improvements to their homes.

After the two hearings on the vari-
ance applications, the board went into
closed session to interview Mary Moody,
a potential professional planner. Last
month, the Planning Board also spoke
with Ms. Moody about the position.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Water Park

New Signs Will Raise Funds
For Crime Stoppers Rewards

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Woman’s Club, Blue Streak Motors
of Roselle and Ron Posyton of
Maguire Cadillac are three of
Westfield’s first sponsors of a mu-
nicipal sign fundraising program cre-
ated by Union County Crime Stop-
pers, in cooperation with the Union
County Police Chiefs Association
and Union County Traffic Officers
Association.

The funds are needed to replenish
monies used to reward anonymous
callers for assisting local law en-
forcement in solving crimes and
catching the perpetrators. The pro-
gram is celebrating its 20th year, and
has helped solve over 200 serious,
violent felony cases.

The Union County Crime Stoppers
Board, which includes business inter-
ests, private citizens, the media and
law enforcement, pay anonymous cash
rewards up to $5,000 for information
that leads to the arrest and indictment
of criminals, homicides, armed rob-
beries, burglaries, aggravated assault
and other violent crimes.

Ron Posyton, who serves as Crime
Stoppers chairman and is the only
board member known to the public,
said, “Our organization works with
law enforcement and the media to
help catch the criminals. A caller can
call our “TIPS” hotline around the
clock. We don’t need the person’s
name, only the information. The caller
is assigned a number, and, when a
reward is given, that person simply

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3
•  Gary Testa, 48, of Chatham was

arrested on Central Avenue and
charged with driving while under the
influence of alcohol. He was released
on his own recognizance to a respon-
sible party.

•  Youseland Josue, 20, of Eliza-
beth was arrested at a North Avenue
store and charged with theft, identity
theft, credit card theft, forgery and
computer theft.

Josue, who was charged in con-
nection with the theft of credit cards
from a store employee, was being
held in lieu of $10,000 bail.

In fact, Mr. Atkins said, “if we
experience any decrease, we will be
in worse shape.” State aid in 2003
totaled $2.968 million, or about one-
sixth of last year’s $18.625 million
township budget.

The recommended $19.5 million
budget is about $921,000, or 4.9
percent, higher than last year, while
the proposed five-point tax increase
would amount to an additional $60
for the average assessed home of
$120,000. Mr. Atkins noted that, over
a 14-year period from 1991-2004,
the average tax increase in Scotch
Plains to fund municipal govern-
ment activities is $53 annually, which
he called “a financial history record
to be proud of for such a long period
of time.”

When omitting the highest and low-
est yearly tax increases during the
period, the 12-year average amounts
to $44. The highest municipal tax
increase occurred last year, at $216,
while the lowest figure was the zero
increase in 2000.

Several budget items will see large
increases. They will account for about
two-thirds of the overall increase in
expenditures this coming year. Some
areas in the local government have

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Struggles With Budget
To Minimize Tax Increase

little or no ability to cut spending,
such as the $158,828 increase in
salary and wages for the police de-
partment as part of its existing con-
tract, which is in its last year; an
additional $82,269 in mandated po-
lice and fire pension contributions; a
$62,350 increase in street lighting
and fire hydrant maintenance costs
due to rate hikes; an added $52,000
for health and other insurance; and
slightly more than $200,000 more
for winter weather emergencies, road
maintenance and contractually-man-
dated salaries in the public works
department.

Funds have been proposed to con-
tinue several popular township pro-
grams, including the residential
spring cleanup and the recycling pro-
gram. Additional financing will need
to be proposed for the fall leaf pick-
up program.

The township will have to find a
new site to temporarily store leaves
since the Broadway site, where leaves
were stored in past years, is no longer
available. The site is being devel-
oped.

Funds are also included in the 2004
budget recommendations for road-
way improvements.

Hellstern Placed
On Fall Dean’s List
SCOTCH PLAINS – Western

New England College in Spring-
field, Mass. has named Tricia
Hellstern of Scotch Plains to the
Dean’s List for the fall 2003 se-
mester. Tricia is a senior at the
college.

DECA Students Meet Key
Washington, D.C. Leaders

HIGH-LEVEL MEETING…During a trip to Washington, D.C., three Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School DECA students had the opportunity to convene
with key leaders for their project on the Free Enterprise system. Pictured, left
to right, are: student Ted Sensor, Federal Trade Commission Commissioner
Thomas Leary, and students Michael Hessemer and Jeremy Sanders.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Three
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
DECA students, Mike Hessemer, Jer-
emy Sanders, and Ted Sensor trav-
eled to Washington, D.C. on January
15 and 16 to interview government
officials and private agencies to fur-
ther their knowledge about the Free
Enterprise system.

These students will compile their
findings into a Free Enterprise Project
that will be submitted into competi-
tion at the DECA state conference in
Cherry Hill from Thursday to Satur-
day, February 26 to 28.

Their project, which is aimed at
furthering their knowledge of the
nation’s economic system and how
the government is involved in regu-
lation, anti-trust and corporate merg-
ers, was highlighted with their trip to
Washington, D.C. where they con-
ducted interviews with the Federal
Trade Commission (FTC), the Com-
petitive Enterprise Institute, and the
National Federation of Independent
Businesses.

“We certainly learned a lot about
the different view points of govern-
ment regulation in the Free Enter-
prise system. There is a lot to learn
about our economic system, and it is
the duty of those who understand its
intricacies to pass the knowledge on
to others so they can understand how

our economy works on both a small
and large scale,” stated junior DECA
member Jeremy Sanders.

The interviews were a success,
and the three DECA students had the
opportunity to meet with FTC Com-
missioner Thomas Leary, an appoin-
tee of President Clinton.

The DECA Free Enterprise team
will be passing on their findings to
other members of the community. A
debate is to be televised on TV-34,
posing the question “What is the role
of government regulation in the Free
Enterprise system?”

The debate will be sided by the
three DECA students taking on Eco-
nomics teacher Eric Rosenmeier and
Marketing and Business Education
teacher Dan Margolis. The project
chairmen also will be teaching sev-
eral ninth grade classes at the high
school, enlightening them on the
workings of the Free Enterprise sys-
tem.

“So far I feel the project has been
very successful, and combining the
knowledge we’ve gained so far with
the events we have planned, this
project has a good shot at being a
national winner in Nashville in May,”
said Ted Sensor.

Brooks Crandall for The Times
HELP WANTED…Usually the messages stuck to the side of the daily parking
machine are for cleaning services, computer help or someone selling a used
Toyota. Surprisingly, this message was asking for a kidney.

www.goleader.com!

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

MOUNTAINSIDE

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6
•  Cesar Mendez, Jr., 19, of

Irvington was arrested and charged
with disorderly conduct, obstruction,
resisting arrest and consumption of
alcohol by a person under legal age
after using offensive language and
tumultuous behavior towards the the-
atre manager. He was released with-
out bail.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7
•  Timothy Davis, 32, of Irvington

was charged with driving under the
influence on Route 22. Davis was
released to a responsible party.

UCC Professor Will Attend
Next College Club Meeting

FANWOOD – Lawrence Hogan,
Professor of History at Union County
College, will be the featured speaker
at the meeting of the College Club of
Fanwood-Scotch Plains on Monday,
February 23, at 7:30 p.m. in the
library of Union Catholic Regional
High School.

The program, which is free and
open to the public, is entitled “The
Shady Rest Country Club: A Black
New Jersey Cultural Oasis,” and is

expected to be of particular inter-
est to history buffs and avid golf-
ers.

Professor Hogan will discuss the
country club, which is presently
known as the Scotch Hills Country
Club, and how it was successfully
owned and operated by African-
Americans during the 1920s through
the 1950s – an era of segregation in
the United States.

Union Catholic Regional High
School is located on Martine Avenue
in Scotch Plains.

For more information, please call
Nancy at (908) 889-7624.

Guys and Dolls Slated
At Wardlaw-Hartridge;
SP Residents Included

SCOTCH PLAINS – Prepa-
rations are underway for the
Wardlaw-Hartridge School pro-
duction of Guys and Dolls from
Thursday to Saturday, March 4
to 6, which will include local
Upper School students.

Andrew Bellisari, Matt
Forman, Matt Darwin and
Michael Mietlicki, all from
Scotch Plains, will be part of
one of the biggest casts the
school has seen in years.

Tickets, priced at $5 each,
may be purchased a half-hour
before the 7:30 p.m. curtain.

For more details about the
show, please call (908) 754-
1882 during business hours.

gives that number to a bank teller and
collects the cash. I would like to say
that crime doesn’t pay, but we do.”
The TIPS hotline is manned by the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office
during regular business hours, and at
all other times by the Union County
Police Department.

Additional sponsors are needed for
specified signs that will be posted on
major thoroughfares in all 21 Union
County municipalities. These metal
signs contain the Crime Stoppers logo
and TIPS telephone number. A sepa-
rate sign designating the sponsor will
be posted below each sign.

Current sponsors include busi-
nesses, organizations and individu-
als. The sponsors can specify which
municipalities the sign will be lo-
cated in. The signs are being posted
on existing signposts on key road-
ways identified by the local police
departments, in cooperation with the
local department of public works
and the Union County Sheriff’s Of-
fice S.L.A.P. program.

The first year sponsorship costs
$250 for one sign for a one-year pe-
riod, or $500 for three signs for a one
year period, with a maximum of one
sign per selected municipality. The
signs can be renewed annually for
$100.

Anyone wishing to sponsor a sign
is asked to call the Crimes Stoppers
TIPS hotline at (908) 654-TIPS (654-
8477) or Chairman Ron Posyton at
(908) 889-9028.

ROLLERCOASTER ARCHITECTS…Third graders in Carol Hutchinson’s
class at Evergreen Elementary School in Scotch Plains constructed a rollercoaster
as the final challenge of the class after an eight-week course on “Move it – Build
it.” The students learned about levers, gears, wheels and axles, inclined planes
and pulleys as part of their science class.
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For nearly 50 years, K. Hovnanian® has been delivering 
superior quality and value and as a result, more homes
than any other builder in the Northeast. Tens of thousands
of families have chosen K. Hovnanian® for very important
reasons: More home for your money. More quality and 
amenities. More fine craftsmanship. It’s more than how great K. Hovnanian® homes look, it’s how they make you
feel. People just feel more confident and more comfortable with K. Hovnanian.® In short, more at home. Is it any
wonder that K. Hovnanian® is known as the first name in lasting value?

M
O

RE
 A

T 
H

O
M

E !

UNION COUNTY, NJ Scotch Plains

THE RESERVE
NOW OPEN!

PRE-CONSTRUCTION PRICING!

Money Isn’t All You’re Saving

All prices are base prices and subject to availability. Priced by location. Prices subject to change without notice. We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U. S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout 
the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin.

Find your new home at

CALL ONE OF OUR SALES CENTERS OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR DIRECTIONS TO ALL OF OUR COMMUNITIES. OPEN 10 TO 6 DAILY. 
MORTGAGE FINANCING PROVIDED BY K. HOVNANIAN® MORTGAGE, INC. K. HOVNANIAN® IS A BUILDER OF FINE HOMES IN NEW JERSEY, PENNSYLVANIA, TEXAS, 

NEW YORK, WASHINGTON D.C., MARYLAND, VIRGINIA, SOUTH CAROLINA, NORTH CAROLINA, OHIO, WEST VIRGINIA, ARIZONA FLORIDA & CALIFORNIA

DO YOU OWN LAND? Talk to K. Hovnanian about development possibilities. Call (888) KHOV-HOME

khov.com®
Find your new home at

khov.com®
Find your new home at

The Reserve is an intimate community of 100 townhomes presented by 
K. Hovnanian® at Scotch Plains, Inc., ranging in size from approximately 
1,800 to over 2,000 square feet. These wonderfully crafted homes feature 
2 - 3 bedrooms, 21⁄2 bathrooms and a one-car garage. Located in desirable 
Scotch Plains, The Reserve is nestled between Watchung and Westfield. 
The Watchung Reservation, with its woods, lakes, streams, meadows and trails, 
are just steps from your back door. The Reserve offers residents easy access to
major highways and mass transit and convenient commuting to New York City.
Historical sites, golf courses and other recreational facilities are all within 2 miles.
Scotch Plains features an excellent school system as well as quality shopping, 
dining and entertainment. 

Magnificent townhomes in beautiful 
Scotch Plains from the upper $300’s.  

(908) 490-1421.

Artist’s rendering.

BRAKES to Hold Open
Meeting At Town Hall
WESTFIELD – An information

and organizational meeting for any-
one interested in joining The
BRAKES (Bikers, Riders And Kids
are Entitled to Safety) Group or in
learning more about its efforts will
be held on Thursday, February 19, at
7:30 p.m. at the Westfield Municipal
Building, in the conference room
adjacent to the council chambers.

The BRAKES Group of Westfield
is a pedestrian/bicycle advocacy group
that works with local and state gov-
ernments as well as private industry to
improve communication and condi-
tions for pedestrians and bikers.

5 DAYS ONLY. COME IN FOR TREMENDOUS SAVINGS ON SHIFMAN MATTRESSES. PLUS

AN ADDITIONAL 10% ON OUR TWO BEST SELLING QUILTED STYLES. SHIFMAN IS THE ULTIMATE IN

HANDCRAFTED QUALITY, COMFORT, AND DURABILITY. SO IF YOU'VE BEEN THINKING

OF PURCHASING A MATTRESS, NOW IS THE TIME TO DO IT. DON'T HESITATE. 

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET
KING SET

Sugg.
560
690

1600
2420

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET
KING SET

Valley Furniture Shop  
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908)756-7623
33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, NJ 07506 • (973)427-1848

Monday thru Saturday 10:00-5:30 • Thursday Evening 'till 9 • Sunday 1-5

- ADDITIONAL STYLES STARTING AT $119. EA. PC. -

Sugg.
350
470
1120
1630

Sale
$189
$249
$599
$899

Extra 10%
$170
$224
$539
$809

Extra 10%
$269
$341
$809
$1214

Sale
$299
$379
$899
$1349

CRYSTAL SAPPHIRE

5 DAYS TO SAVE!

SAVE 35-50%
ON HANDCRAFTED SHIFMAN MATTRESSES

PLUS AN ADDITIONAL 10%

ON OUR TWO BEST SELLING QUILTED STYLES.

5 DAYS ONLY • SALE ENDS MONDAY 2/16

State Senator Scutari
Announces Resignation
From Freeholder Board

AREA – State Senator Nicholas
Scutari (D-22) announced his resig-
nation as a member of the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers effective Monday, March 1.

Senator Scutari said, “As a member
of the State Senate, I have been privi-
leged to be named Vice Chairman of
both the Senate State Government and
Senate Education Committees. I also
have been appointed to the Judiciary
Committee. Each of these assignments
brings significant responsibilities.

“As a freeholder for more than
seven years, I was able to initiate and
see through a number of programs to
improve the county. From the Free-
holder Scholarship Program to pro-
tecting our environment to stabiliz-
ing taxes, I believe my efforts have
made a difference.

“Candidly, I truly enjoy serving in
county government. It is also clear
that my duties as a State Senator
must be priority.”

State Department Issues New Rule
On Passport Applications for Minors

COUNTY – Under a new U.S. De-
partment of State requirement, all mi-
nors under the age of 14 must appear in
person in order for any passport appli-
cation to be filed on their behalf, Union
County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi an-
nounced. The County Clerk’s offices
in Elizabeth and Westfield receive pass-
port applications.

The requirement change, which
took effect on February 1, applies to
all regular, official and diplomatic
passports for children under the age
of 14, even if the child has previously
been issued a passport.

Prior to February 1, parents were
not routinely required to bring a child
under the age of 14 with them when
they applied on the child’s behalf.
Now, when applying for a passport
on behalf of a minor under the age of
14, parents are required to have their
child present and submit documen-

tation of parental relationship and
consent, as well as comply with all
other documentation requirements
for the issuance of a passport.

“The State Department has made
this change in order to better verify the
identities of minor applicants and help
prevent international child abduction
and trafficking,” Ms. Rajoppi said.

U.S. passport applications for chil-
dren under the age of 14 require both
parents or legal guardians consent.
More information on this require-
ment can be found online at http://
travel.state.gov/specialreq.html.

Scutari Resigns From
County Freeholder Board

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Newly-elected State Senator
Nicholas Scutari announced on Feb-
ruary 5 that he will be leaving his
position as Union County freeholder
effective Monday, March 1. The news
was delivered through a press re-
lease, before the Freeholder com-
bined meeting that same evening.

In the press release, Senator Scutari
said that his growing responsibilities
as a state senator simply prevented
him from holding two important of-
fices simultaneously. The senator was
recently named Vice Chairman of
both the Senate Education Commit-
tee and the Senate State Govern-
ment, as well as a member of the
Judiciary Committee.

“Candidly, I truly enjoyed serving
in County Government. It is also
clear that my duties as a State Sena-
tor must be the priority,” noted Sena-
tor Scutari.

Freeholder Chairman Angel
Estrada praised the freeholder for his
service to the county, and wished
him well in his new position.

“We know that his constituents
will be well-served by Senator
Scutari’s drive and intellect. We thank
him for his service as a Freeholder,
and we look forward to continuing
our partnership with him in his new
role as one of our State Senators,”
said Chairman Estrada.

According to a county spokesman
in the Department of Public Infor-
mation, the county will name a re-
placement immediately to fill the
soon-to-be-vacant seat on the board.
Though several names have been
mentioned, it appears that John
Wohlrab of Linden is the front-run-
ner to fill the position.

There were several notable reso-
lutions passed at the February 5
meeting, the most important relat-
ing to the ongoing juvenile deten-
tion center issue.

That particular resolution autho-
rized a temporary emergency ap-
propriation to fund a loan to the
Union County Improvement Au-
thority in the amount of $4,300,000.

The loan will be used in connection
with the Juvenile Detention Center
Project.

Another resolution allowed County
Manager George Devanney to award
grants to a number of organizations,
in connection with the Division of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs. Local
awards included the following: Ar-
bor Chamber Music Society of
Westfield, $2,800; Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital of Fanwood,
$2,000; Community Players,
Westfield, $3,050; First Congrega-
tional Church of Westfield, $1,700;
and the Garden State Cultural Asso-
ciation, Fanwood, $1,700.

Several local residents were named
to various boards and agencies
through separate resolutions. Among
the notable appointments: Reverend
Donald Hummel, pastor at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle in Scotch
Plains, to the Local Advisory Com-
mittee on Alcoholism and Drug
Abuse; Terry Tainow, May Furstner
and James Nixon of Westfield, to the
Advisory Board on Aging; and
Pamela Boright of Westfield and
Willeta BaCote of Fanwood, to the
Runnells Specialized Hospital Board
of Managers

CWF Slates Workshop
On Getting Organized
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Center

for Women and Families in Scotch
Plains will present a community edu-
cation workshop entitled “Tame Your
Disorganized Tiger” on Wednesday,
February 18, from 7:30 to 9 p.m.

Marie Tansey, co-founder of
OrganizeMeNow, will present easy
solutions to help people get better
organized. Participants will learn
simple strategies for organizing ev-
erything from key health records to
kids’ sports gear, leaving their life
calmer and with less stress.

The Center for Women and Fami-
lies is located at 1801 East Second
Street. There is a suggested $10 do-
nation for the workshop. To register,
please call (908) 322-6007.

No Agreement on SID
Assessment Reached

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

For a second straight week, the
steering committee looking into
the feasibility of establishing a
Special Improvement Distr ict
(SID) in Scotch Plains was unable
to settle the question of how to
assess downtown property own-
ers. The matter will now have to
be resolved next Tuesday, two days
before an informational session
with members of the greater busi-
ness community.

At its 18th meeting concerning
the creation of a SID on Tuesday
evening, the committee was origi-
nally expected to come to an agree-
ment on a formula for assessing
downtown properties to finance the
SID, the committee instead spent
nearly three hours talking mainly
about a fresh assessment proposal
put forth by Dominic Verdic, a down-
town property owner. Mr. Verdic
suggested that, rather than a per-
centage-of-assessed-value formula
that the committee had been favor-
ing, a flat fee be paid by all proper-
ties in the SID.

Under this proposal, properties
valued above a certain, as-yet un-
specified level would pay a single,
higher rate while those valued below
that level would pay another, lower
rate.

Mr. Verdic, who also owns prop-
erties in Westfield’s SID, expressed
a great deal of concern that the
proposed $80,000 operating bud-
get for the Scotch Plains’ SID’s
first year was inadequate and wor-
ried that property owners would
end up paying vastly higher assess-
ments in future years as the SID
expanded its activities. He favored
expanding the SID from its agreed
upon boundaries so as to maximize
assessments because “you can’t run
a SID on $80,000.”

In earlier meetings, however, it
was made clear that the Township
Council, which will have to pass an
ordinance establishing the SID and
will have some oversight of its bud-
get, wants to start the SID on a
limited geographical and financial
basis. The boundaries of the SID,
with the Park Avenue corridor as its
hub, will include all commercial
businesses, apartments with four or
more units, residences and com-
mercial vacant land in the B-1, B2
and P zones along Park Avenue from
Route 22 to the Fanwood border,
East Second Street, Front Street,
Terrill Road between East Second
and Front Streets, and Westfield Av-
enue from Park Avenue to Union
Avenue.

Residences will be exempt from
any assessments and commercial
properties along Terrill Road and on
Front Street from Flanders Road to

Terrill Road will not be assessed for
at least the first year of the SID’s
existence.

Once the new funding proposal
was put forth on Tuesday, at times
the discussion among the partici-
pants veered off topic. Other discus-
sions included the benefits and costs
of a SID, whether downtown Scotch
Plains should strive to be similar to
Westfield or develop its own identity
and an extended discussion of
whether all township businesses
should pay a fee to operate, with
those fees collected and used by the
SID.

In an attempt to bring the discus-
sion back to the assessment structure
and the proposed budget, Seth
Grossman, a consultant with Coop-
erative Professional Services in New-
ark who was hired last year to advise
about setting up a SID, said the steer-
ing committee had chosen “to make
it a practical and fundamental SID.”
He added that the local business com-
munity, in his opinion, isn’t yet ready
to establish a large-scale SID. Mr.
Verdic continued to press for a more
ambitious and widespread SID fi-
nanced by the flat rate structure he
put forth.

“It isn’t fair that East Second
Street and Park Avenue businesses
carry the whole burden [in the
SID’s first year] to see if it works,”
he said.

He suggested that committee
members meet with the council
and show the governing body the
larger potential assessments and
budgets.

“If there is anyone on the council
that’s smart enough,” he said, “they’ll
know you can’t get a SID off the
ground with $80,000.”

Mr. Grossman, however, said
“I’ve seen small SIDs do well”
and cautioned on the need to be
careful of establishing too expan-
sive a SID.

Once it became clear that there
would be no agreement this week on
a final assessment formula, mem-
bers discussed the format of the com-
munity meeting set for Thursday,
February 19 at Scotch Hills Country
Club where it is expected more prop-
erty owners will attend and, perhaps,
provide suggestions.

Mr. Grossman said he will pre-
pare for next Tuesday a set of esti-
mates of assessment levels and bud-
gets using the newly-proposed flat
fee as well as the earlier agreed-
upon 25 cents per $100 of assessed
value formula and a two-tiered
structure where retail properties
would be charged 25 cents and of-
fice properties would be charged
12.5 cents. Steering committee
members will have to agree on one
of the three formulas to present at
the February 19 meeting.
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This is the first in a series of articles
that will feature the 22 community ser-
vice agencies that are part of the United
Fund of Westfield. The 22 agencies re-
flect the needs of today’s society. Those
who seek help are provided with people-
oriented services that are partially funded
through contributions to the United Fund
of Westfield.

* * * * * * *
For almost 20 years, the Center for

Women and Families (CWF) has been
providing comprehensive and affordable
support to the local community. Formerly
called Women for Women, the CWF pro-
vides a full range of support services to
men, women and families in the midst of
divorce, relationship problems, or other
life challenges and transitions.

Services include: professional one-
on-one counseling for adults, youth,
couples and families; support groups for
children of divorce or separation; finan-
cial planning; career transition; free le-
gal divorce consults; pre- and post-di-
vorce groups, and professional develop-
ment workshops.

The following are excerpts from two
letters from divorced mothers of two
who received help from the CWF:

Mother No. 1: “I am grateful for the
fine programs available through the
Center for Women and Families. I am
not only impressed with the dedication
of the staff but the quality of work they
provide. Faced with the transitional pe-
riods of separation and divorce, my two
children have been a part of several
counseling workshops through the Chil-
dren Helping Children program.”

“Both sons feel at ease with the open
atmosphere and the supportive facilita-

UNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELDUNITED FUND OF WESTFIELD

By Lorre Korecky

The Needs of Today’s Society:
Center For Women and Families

tor leading the CHC program. I ac-
knowledge CHC as the contributing fac-
tor in my sons’ behavioral changes and
positive expression, because I know that
they never learned these techniques by
observing their own parents. Through
the parent education sessions, I have
also learned to build connective interac-
tions with my children.

Mother No. 2: “As a parent
transitioning through a divorce, I can
honestly state that my main objective is
to ensure that my children make it through
the process with few scars and remain
positive, productive and happy. I feel the
support group offered through Children
Helping Children is the best way to
accomplish this goal. The Children Help-
ing Children program offered by the
Center for Women and Families in Scotch
Plains is an invaluable program for fami-
lies with children suffering the effects of
transitioning through a divorce.

“The Program Director, Susan
Koslowsky, provides parent education
beginning with how to tell children of all
ages about the divorce, and continues
through all phases, ensuring that parents
understand what is in the best interests
of the children and how to achieve that
outcome. The center offers a library of
books for parents who are going through
a divorce, as well as books for children
of all ages.”

Additional information about the Cen-
ter for Women and Families may be
obtained by calling (908) 322-6007. For
more information about the United Fund
of Westfield’s member service organi-
zations, please call Linda Maggio, Ex-
ecutive Director of the United Fund, at
(908) 233-2113.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Phocine – Relating to seals
2. Spoor – The tracks of a wild animal
3. Spraints – The waste or dung of an

otter
4. Picaroon – A rogue, pirate, or thief

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SPREAGHERY
1. The act of deriding or ridiculing
2. Violation of faith or allegiance
3. Cattle stealing
4. A cowardly, comtemptible act

MATANZA
1. A slaughterhouse
2. An outside staircase
3. A concealed dungeon with a trap

door at the top
4. A trap, snare

SULCATE
1. Interlaced or linked
2. Brittle
3. Relating to pigs; swine
4. Furrowed or grooved

BODEGA
1. A small shop that specializes in

women’s clothing
2. A wine cellar or place where wine

is sold or kept
3. A house of ill-repute
4. A meeting room for private conver-

sation

Human Services Dir.
Extends Valentine’s

Day Thank You

Letters to the Editor

Westfield Resident Says Reading
Report Fails to Pass the Giggle Test

Karyn Lestarchick Thanks
Community, Individuals for Support

Westfielder Thanks Firemen
For Assistance With Faulty Furnace

Words cannot adequately express my
heartful appreciation for the support re-
ceived from family, friends, Boy Scout
Troop 33, and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education staff during this
solemn time in my life. I will always
cherish the wonderful memories shared
about Walter’s childhood days and his
days at work, as well as the beautiful
written words of encouragement.

I am most thankful for all the compas-
sion provided to Christopher during this
time. He is a young teenager who has
lost his father and it is extremely diffi-
cult for him. His teachers from pre-
school to seventh grade came to offer
him support and I know are watching
over him at school. Also, the Boy Scouts
were there to show their support and
even came to our house to conduct a mini
Court of Honors. Thank you Randy
Doliber and Shaun Williams for bring-
ing the Park Middle scouts together to
give him his 1st class badge. He was

deeply touch by this generous outreach
of emotional support.

There are many people I have to thank
and I would like to start out with a few
that assisted me in special projects that
were dear to me. The Lopez family for
taking on the task of making a beautiful
cross that is placed at Terrill Road. Kathy
Shelus for coordinating a Scholarship
Fund in Walter’s name. All the PTA
angels that came in full force to assist in
planning and setting up the Repass lun-
cheon at my house. Our cousin, Delores
Lestarchick for giving us family me-
mentos that Christopher will forever
cherish. The Fanwood Police Depart-
ment for answering my questions, espe-
cially Lieutenant Trigo.

Your kindness and support will al-
ways be etched in my heart. I am fortu-
nate to live in a caring and supportive
community.

Karyn Steele Lestarchick
Scotch Plains

On Saturday night, January, 24, our
burner had too much water running
through it. The excess water puddled
around the radiators throughout the house
and was actually shooting into the air in
some of the rooms. Water was dripping
from our ceilings and squirting from the
burner in two different spots. My hus-
band was out of state for business and the
local plumbing and heating company
that we have a maintenance contract
with wasn’t responding to my numer-
ous, urgent requests for help. My chil-
dren used every towel in the house and
bucket type item they could find to col-
lect water and my frantic two-bucket
system of collecting/emptying water just
wasn’t sufficient. We were seriously
flooding!

My 11-year old son took it upon him-

self and called 911 and two firefighters
came to our aid. Lieutenant Mazza and
Firefighter Tiller helped us so much!
They got the water to stop going into the
burner and they helped me to completely
drain the system. They were both very
calm and offered realistic suggestions as
to how I should proceed with getting my
heat back on. It was single digit tempera-
ture outside and our house was at risk of
having the pipes freeze. They were con-
cerned about the outlets in the walls
throughout the house, the wiring and the
apparent faulty furnace. They were very
conscientious. They really saved our
house and we all simply take this oppor-
tunity to publicly thank them for their
assistance!!

Joan Randazzo
Westfield

The final report of Richard B. Read-
ing Associates, titled “Demographic Ex-
pectations” includes one startling statis-
tic. The report assumes that despite the
addition of 98 apartments, only six pub-
lic school children will be introduced.
This estimation, that only roughly six
percent of the households will result in
children going to the public schools,
fails to even pass the giggle test. It
should be noted that the very reason
most people purchase property in
Westfield is to make use of its excellent
school system. While further ridicule of
this statistic is tempting, it is simply not
sporting to attack such an obviously
flawed figure.

What is more troubling than this ri-
diculous calculation is the continued
attempt of the mayor and council to
attempt to keep the process from the
public. Why is the town charging resi-
dents to obtain the report of Richard B.
Reading Associates? Why is it that The
Leader has to publish the information
(obtained by residents) and advise the
public of the facts?

After all, the project has a website:
westfieldredevelopmentproject.com.

The Leader should, nonetheless, be
commended for this public service.

No one denies that there is a parking
problem in Westfield. The opposition is
based upon the attempt to create 1,600
spots to address a 500 spot deficit. Addi-
tional opposition is begged by the re-
fusal of the council to hold a referendum
to evaluate support for the project. It
remains a fact that the council’s restric-
tion of side street parking worsened the
problem and that the Watterson Street
lot is woefully underused. Insofar as the
council created the problem and refuses
to investigate less costly alternatives,
the residents are justly concerned over
what is really driving this process.

If the town persists in its refusal to
issue a referendum, the residents may be
left no choice but to consider a recall of
the mayor and other officials pursuant to
the town charter.

James Abate, Esq.
Westfield

Resident Asks Where is
“Colonial” Westfield Going?

The word Colonial is so often associ-
ated with our beautiful town of Westfield.
Indeed, many advertisements by realtors
and shopkeepers alike invite families to
come, live, and shop in beautiful colo-
nial Westfield.

So it was with great sadness when
reading The Westfield Leader last week
that yet again, I see that the town’s
planning board voted to allow another
developer to tear down a 100 year-old
home and subdivide the lot to erect two
homes that will likely fall into the cat-
egory of “McMansions.” To no avail,
Betty List’s pleas as a member of the
Westfield Historic Preservation Com-
mittee to save this house were ignored.

If we keep tearing down old homes
with character the “colonial” in colonial
Westfield will soon he hard to find. I am

an 18 year resident of Westfield and I
witnessed most of the “mom and pop”
stores disappear because they could not
afford the outrageous rents imposed on
them. I sincerely hope that when we all
look back in another 10 or 20 years we do
not do so with regret at how we further
destroyed the character of our lovely
town by tearing down any structure
deemed “too old to fix”. Lets keep in
mind folks that “old” is not synonymous
with “bad.”

Finally, kudos to newly elected coun-
cilman James Foerst (council adviser to
the planning board) for voting against
the destruction of yet another Westfield
home of character.

Linda Attanasio
Westfield

Resident Commends
Fire Dept., Neighbor
For Quick Response

I commend the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment for its rapid response to a smoking
chimney situation at my house on Febru-
ary 6. No one was at home, but my
fantastic neighbor, Kathy O’Neill (oth-
erwise known as my Guardian Angel for
she has come to my help before), noticed
the problem and summoned the fire de-
partment. They responded quickly and
then, when I returned home shortly there-
after, apprised me of the problem and
were most compassionate and consider-
ate. The damage was minimal, thanks to
Kathy’s having ingress into the house
and to the expertise and diligence of the
firefighters. We Westfielders are fortu-
nate indeed to live in a town where the
term, “Community”, really means some-
thing!

Marilyn Gulotta
Westfield

Resident Calls SP-F
BOE Politically Correct
At Taxpayers Expense
Here we go again, another big tax

increase thanks to the free spending
SP-F Board of Education. I am sure a
good portion of the increase will be
used to find a replacement logo for the
time honored and historic American
Indian Raider. Nothing like being po-
litically correct at the expense of the
taxpayer, while not seriously manag-
ing expenses.

In another politically correct move,
the board and administration wants to
keep the military from presenting mili-
tary career opportunities to our stu-
dents. Students should have the oppor-
tunity to weigh military service after
high school. Visits by the armed forces
should not be banned.

Taxpayers do get a chance to ex-
press themselves when the school bud-
get comes up for a vote in the spring.
Everyone in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood should get out and vote on
budget day. There is no doubt my fam-
ily will be at our assigned polling place
to let the board and the administration
know what we think of their budget
increase and the removal of the tradi-
tional Raiders logo.

Walter Appel
Scotch Plains

As we get ready this weekend to cel-
ebrate Valentine’s Day, I would like to
take this opportunity to send a “thank
you” Valentine to all those wonderful
caring hearts out there in our Westfield
community who gave so generously over
this past holiday season. Thanks to you,
hundreds of Westfield men, women and
children were assisted and their holidays
made bright and memorable.

So to all the service groups, school
classes, religious organizations, social
and civic groups, a great big thank you.
And to all the private individuals and
families who donated to The Caring
Neighbor Fund, please be assured that
your donation will enable the Depart-
ment of Human Services to provide
emergency assistance throughout the
year.

So from my heart to yours, thank you
so very much and Happy Valentine’s
Day!

Lillian Corsi, LSW
Director of Human Services

Town of Westfield

It’s No Surprise, Your Property
Taxes Are Going Up Again

As most residents are aware, the area school boards
and town governments are in the midst of their
budgeting processes. Union County pretty much has
their budget done – it looks like seven percent
increase there.

All governing bodies and school systems will
propose budgets that see operating expenses and
total expenditures rise. Bonding costs to pay back
debt, money borrowed for the recent expansions of
schools, municipal projects and county initiatives
will be added into the property tax mix.

Unfortunately, the best we can expect to hear from
these groups is that they’ve “fought hard to decrease
the rate of increase – and they’ve cut everything to the
bone.”

Property taxes will rise significantly again this
year to pay for the “Big Three, STC” – school, town
and county. State and federal aid won’t be available
to help with the burden of the increase.

As best as we can see, after all the smoke clears,
property taxes will rise about seven percent for the
average homeowner in our area. These property tax
increases continue to be far above the rate of inflation
– and far above the average worker’s pay raise.
Everyone knows that those homeowners on fixed
income, such as retirees, are getting clobbered.

It’s repetitive – increases, year after year. People
that understand how compound interest works know
how serious this situation is. For example: if your
property tax increases six percent per year, your
property tax will double in 12 years; at eight percent
per year, it doubles in nine years; and at 10 percent,
it doubles in seven years.

Those in charge of the spending and the taxing –
members of the school boards, mayors and council,

and Freeholders – really need to know from the
public just what is wanted. They need to know the
priorities. After all, they’re under tremendous pres-
sure and obligation to special interest groups. It
seems that special interest groups have become more
powerful than the voting public at large.

From the public’s perspective, everyone wants
their services now – small classrooms, plowed streets,
traffic calming and open space – but at what cost?

In that fewer and fewer people vote each year, is
that an affirmation of the policy and of the process?
Or, is it a frustration with a belief that changes won’t
happen no matter what?

Could it be how voting is arranged?
The major part of the area property tax, about two-

thirds, is determined by school expenditures. Voter
turnout is dismal, even compared to the very poor
November general elections. Voting has been ar-
ranged in the spring for the school budgets, not in
November, as is the case for other voting. Also, the
polls don’t open until two in the afternoon – rather
than in the early morning. This is a detriment for
those breadwinners that must work.

The governor, state senators and assemblypersons
stay outside the sphere of the property tax contro-
versy. But, in fact, only they have the power to
correct the ills of the process – after all, they made
the rules in the first place.

Everyone’s stuck with the system for now with all
the difficulties that it presents. Will matters change?
When and how, we don’t know.

If you do vote, what and whom do you vote for? We
don’t know this either. Only one thing is certain,
your property taxes will continue to go up because of
the way the game is played.

Thanks Are Extended For Help
With Annual Washington School Play
I would like to thank everyone who

participated in this year’s Washington
School Show “Welcome To The 60’s.” I
had the honor to direct this year’s fund-
raiser show along with Jackie Costello,
who was also one of the show’s writers.

I was so impressed to see how much hard
work and commitment goes into this
production. Everybody from the writers,
the producers, our Music Director Rich
Bucci, the choreographers, musicians,
cast members, chorus, dancers, teach-
ers, stage manager and crew, set con-
struction, set design and painting, arts
and crafts, props, lighting, sound,
makeup, costumes, photographers and
the various committees worked as a team
to bring this show to reality. I hope
everybody had as much fun as I did with
this show.

A special thank you to everybody who
came to see the performances. The per-
formers onstage felt the enthusiasm of the
audience and the energy that you provided.
I was thrilled to hear the reaction of the
audience at our finale. The sounds of your
applause will remain with those parents
who made their final appearance in the
show, including my co-director Jackie
Costello and a true Washington School
Show “Living Legend” Joe Materek.

I also learned what a caring commu-
nity I live in. Midway through our re-
hearsal month I learned that my (real)
job would be eliminated in February. I
was overwhelmed by the support and the
offers of assistance to circulate my re-
sume that I received.

I can’t wait to do this again next year!
Bruce Vasel, Co-Director
Washington School Show
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Resident Asks if Permit
Waiting List Is False.
I have sent an e-mail or two to the

mayor and council on this issue but
never got a response. Maybe this letter
will help to get one.

Every morning for the past year at
8:45 (New York City commuters have
already left for work), I stop off at
Hershey’s to get a cup coffee, and I see
the South Avenue train station parking
lot with at least 50 to 70 parking spaces
not being used. In the meantime, Lord
and Taylor is kind enough to let train
people use their overflow lot – those
who can’t get a sticker. Thank you L&T!

My question is this, “Do the mayor
and leaders of our town want to force a
deck or two — with an apartment build-
ing which is not going to pay school tax
— down our over taxed throats?”

With a false waiting list, they could
tell every one, “Look, we need a deck
because all these people can’t get a
parking permit.”

If this is so, shame on you Mr. Mayor.

John Mancini
Westfield

Erratum
The Westfield Board of Educa-

tion story on Page 1 of the Febru-
ary 5 edition of The Westfield
Leader and Page 10 of The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times incorrectly
stated, “…or taking away Thurs-
day, April 15, should the district
exceed the number of allotted snow
days.” The article should have cited
Monday, April 5, not the 15th.

According to Westfield Public
Schools Information Officer Lorre
Korecky, the built-in snow days
for the district have been depleted
for the 2003-2004 school year. Ac-
cording to the district’s calendar,
“if an additional snow day is
needed, it will be taken on April 5
for all schools.”
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Don’t forget to ask about 
Valley’s Kids First Savings Club.SM

www.val leynat ionalbank.com   1-800-522-4100

Switching Banks.  Perfected.

© 2004 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC. 

If I knew moving 
accounts could be this 

easy…I would have done 
it a long time ago. 

Valley’s Perfect Switchsm

The hassle-free way to move accounts to Valley.
Open a new checking, savings account or CD at 
Valley and we’ll make it easy to close and switch-
over your accounts. Unlike most banks, Valley’s 

team does all the work for you…and we monitor 
the entire process. Visit any of our offi ces…

or call 1-800-522-4100 to get started.

 

 

 
 

Westfield Chamber Takes
The Train to Washington

By DIANE BARABAS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Once a year, members and asso-
ciates of the NJ State Chamber of
Commerce travel to Washington,
D.C. to honor and mingle with the
state’s congressional delegation. A
chartered train leaves Newark’s
Penn Station making stops at Metro
Park, New Brunswick, Trenton,
Philadelphia and Wilmington to
pick up chamber members, busi-
ness executives and legislators on a
four-hour journey to the nation’s
capitol.

“It’s a very unique way to meet
and talk business,” said Jim Coyle,
Executive Director of the Gateway
Chamber of Commerce.

The 2004 train ride was dubbed
the “Walk to Washington,” and trans-
ported over 2500 people on a journey
to Union Station where bagpipers
from the State Police of New Jersey
provided a warm welcome for the
weary travelers.

The 67th annual event was held at
the Marriot Wardman Park Hotel
where a reception provided the at-
tendees a chance to mingle with New
Jersey Senators Frank Lautenberg
and Jon Corzine along with New
Jersey State Senator Tom Kean, Jr.,
and past Acting Governor, Donald
DiFrancesco.

The dinner provided a forum to
poke fun at “freshman” Senator
Lautenberg and President Bush —
with a look-a-like President Bush
comedian, who was willing to pose
for pictures.

Senator Lautenberg told the audi-
ence how pleased he was to be back
in Washington, even though now he
was only privileged to the smallest
office available. However, his leave
from Washington allowed him the
opportunity to have a train station
named after him.

On a more serious note, Senator
Jon Corzine spoke of the progress
women have made in the state of
New Jersey and thanked the people
responsible for putting this event to-
gether: Joan Verplank, NJ Chamber
President and Anne Evans

Estabarook, Chairman, CEO Elberon
Development (Master of Ceremo-
nies).

Governor McGreevey’s speech
addressed the critical issues that are
facing the State of New Jersey. Health
care reform for small business and
the residents of New Jersey was one
of the major issues of great concern.
The rising cost of malpractice insur-
ance has plagued insurance compa-
nies and the rising costs are passed
on to the insured.

Other critical issues discussed were
the economy and the need for jobs in
New Jersey. Reports indicate that
research and pharmaceutical com-
panies in New Jersey provide em-
ployment for nearly 70,000 men and
women “making us more aware not
to neglect their needs and provide
them with support,” remarked the
Governor.

On the plus side, Governor
McGreevey was pleased to announce
that one new car insurance company
has negotiated to offer car insurance
to the residents of New Jersey.

Discussions with other chamber
executives at the local level revealed
that they are now becoming more
aware of their responsibilities to the
membership by assisting with is-
sues they cannot resolve on their
own. For instance, the Gateway
Chamber has been involved in re-
solving issues with shipping con-
tainers that affect the cost of doing
business.

Some of the small chambers are
making themselves available to as-
sist the retailer or business where
theft and credit card fraud are be-
coming a growing problem.

The trip is a “lobbyist junket” in
that the politicians are trapped on the
train of 20 cars. All in all, the two-
day affair cost about $1000 per per-
son. If one has never gone, it’s a one-
time thing to do.

The Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce (WACC) is available to
assist businesses on many issues.

For more information, please call
Executive Director Allison O’Hara
at (908) 233-3021

Lauren S. Pass  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE GRAND MASTER AT WORK…Austin Goodwin, co-owner and crafts-
man for 50 years at Beautiful Things in Scotch Plains, cuts a piece of sterling
silver in preparation for a custom-designed pendant creation.

WFHP Elects
Betty List as Chair

WESTFIELD – The 2004 Orga-
nizational Meeting of the Westfield
Historic Preservation Commission
was held on January 26, at which
time Betty List was elected Chair-
man and Eric Diddell was elected as
Vice-Chair. The following Commis-
sion members were welcomed:  Jo-
seph Biren, Robert Brancatella,
Diana Edkins, Patrick Hall, Judith
McLevey, Michele Modestino, Rob-
ert Newell, Donna Rothstein, and
John Ryan. Assignments were then
made to the following committees:
Survey & Designations, Review &
Compliance, and Education & Pub-
lic Relations.

Old business subjects included
specific information regarding the
Youth Contest to be conducted in
schools during March for 3rd, 5th
and 8th graders and for U.S. History
Westfield High School students.
Donna Rothstein is the committee
chair of this project.

The Commission discussed the
deteriorating condition of the Reeve
House and agreed to request an up-
dated status report on the Town’s
agreement with the Westfield His-
torical Society. That agreement
would allow the Historical Society
to start the process of getting plans
to renovate the home in order to
lease and use the property as a po-
tential site for the Historical
Society’s museum and achieves.

The next Westfield Historic Pres-
ervation Commission meeting will
be February 23 in the Administra-
tive Conference Room in the Mu-
nicipal Building at 8 p.m.

Assemblywoman Stender Requests
Cardiac Surgery at Muhlenberg

Editor’s Note: The following text is a
letter sent to the Deputy Commissioner
of the Department of Health and Senior
Services regarding the possibility of a
cardiac center at Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center.

* * *

I would like to express my full support
for the approval of a cardiac surgery center
at Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center.

Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter is located in an urban area with a high
population of minorities and lower in-
come families. As I am sure you are
aware, these populations are at a greater
risk of heart disease and related prob-
lems. Coupled with a lower access to
quality healthcare, these residents are
disproportionately subject to life threat-
ening illness. The approval of a cardiac
surgery center at Muhlenberg and its
ability to perform non-emergency
angioplasties and open heart surgery
would greatly benefit these residents
who are currently forced to travel to an
authorized facility.

Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center
is also Plainfield’s largest employer of
jobs and a critical force within the com-
munity, providing stability and economic
vitalization to the residents. A successful
cardiac surgery program will bring mil-

lions of dollars in revenue to the hospital,
further stimulating the community.

I recognize the desire of many of our
state’s hospitals to incorporate a cardiac
center into their facility; however,
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center
clearly presents the strongest need for
improved cardiac services while pro-
viding the highest benefits to the sur-
rounding community. I strongly encour-
age your support.

Linda Stender
Assemblywoman, District 22

Linda Stender Sponsors
Bill to Fight Child Obesity

SCOTCH PLAINS – According to
the Center for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), child and adoles-
cent over weight and obesity rates
have doubled in the past thirty years.
Currently, between 10 to 15 percent
of children and adolescents are con-
sidered overweight. In an attempt to
address this alarming trend, Assem-
blywoman Linda Stender has intro-
duced legislation prohibiting the sale
of junk foods and sodas in elemen-
tary and middles schools during
breakfast and lunch periods.

“Overweight and obese children
are at a higher risk for many long
term health problems such as car-
diovascular disease, diabetes,
stroke, hypertension and cancer,”
said Assemblywoman Stender. “It
is imperative that young children
develop a healthy lifestyle early on
that they maintain throughout their
lives.”

Under the terms of this bill, the sale
of any soft drink or juice product
containing less than 100 percent fruit
or vegetable juice will be prohibited.
In addition, any candy, candy bar,

chewing gun or food that consists of
more than 35 percent sugar/sweet-
ener or more than eight grams of fat
per serving will be prohibited from
sale.

Additional CDC findings indicate
that more than 70 percent of all deaths
in the United State are caused by Car-
diovascular disease, cancer and diabe-
tes. Associated risk factors relating to
these diseases, including lack of physi-
cal activity, bad diet and obesity, are
usually establishes during youth. Fur-
thermore, eighty percent of obese ado-
lescents become obese adults.

“Healthy children are more likely to
be motivated, attentive and alert,” said
Assemblywoman Stender. “A healthy
and nutritious diet will not only reduce
a child’s likelihood of life threatening
disease, but also help them to become
a more successful student.”

California, Texas and Arkansas
have passed similar legislation pro-
hibiting soda, hard candy and gum
sales last year. Multiple other states
including Maine will also introduce
various health bills directed at school
nutrition.

More Letters to the Editor

Deadline Announced
For MS Bd. of Educ.

Candidate Submissions
MOUNTAINSIDE – The deadline for

filing nominations to run for positions
on the Mountainside Board of Education
is 4 p.m. on Monday, March 1. The
election is scheduled for Tuesday, April
20. There will be three (three year term)
positions open on the board.

Prospective school board candidates
can obtain a “School Board Candidate
Kit” at the school district office located
at 1497 Woodacres Drive, Mountainside,
during the hours of 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.
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MR. AND MRS. BENJAMIN ANDREW HUSSA
(She is the former Ms. Christie Siobhan McGovern)

Ms. Christie S. McGovern
Marries Benjamin A. HussaMiss Kelly Anne Moser

Weds Jeffrey Lehman

MR. AND MRS. JEFFREY LEHMAN
(She is the former Miss Kelly Anne Moser)

Ms. Christie Siobhan McGovern,
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Paul
McGovern of Westfield, was mar-
ried on Saturday, October 4, to Ben-
jamin Andrew Hussa. He is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Hussa of Glens
Falls, N.Y.

The Reverend Lawrence J. Fama
officiated at the afternoon nuptials,
which took place at St. Helen’s Ro-
man Catholic Church in Westfield. A
reception followed at the Plainfield
Country Club in Edison.

Given in marriage by her father,
the bride wore an ivory silk satin,
traditional A-line gown. Her bodice
featured patterns of crystals and seed
pearls, while the skirt of the gown
had matching designs at the hemline
extending into the cathedral-length
train. A fingertip illusion veil with
delicately scattered crystals and
pearls completed her ensemble.

The bride’s hand-held bouquet,
with exposed stems, consisted of rus-
tic mini calla lilies and ivory plus fall
colored dahlia, wrapped with double
sided ivory satin.

Dr. Heather McGovern of New
York City was the maid of honor for
her sister.

The bridal attendants included Ms.
Lauren McGovern of Richmond, Va.
and Ms. Aubrey McGovern of
Westfield, also sisters of the bride;
Dr. Annie Bowles of New York City,
Mrs. Susan DiIorio of Fanwood, Ms.
Kim Comeau, Mrs. Kari Norman
and Ms. Mindy Thompson, all of
Boston. Miss Abigail Metzger of
Basking Ridge was the flower girl.

The maid of honor and bridal atten-
dants wore strapless, burgundy, em-
broidered silk satin floor-length dresses
and carried hand-held bouquets of fall

colored dahlias and calla lilies.
The bridegroom had his sister, Ms.

Emily Hussa of Brighton, Mass. as
his honor attendant.

Serving as groomsmen were An-
drew Brown of Philadelphia, Justin
Compiseno of Tokyo, Japan, Nicho-
las Kahn-Fogel of Palo Alto, Calif.,
David Hodge of Washington, D.C.,
Arlen Moller of Rochester, N.Y.,
Zachary Righellis of Ithaca, N.Y.,
Joseph Monohan and Andrew Shen,
both of New York City.

A 1994 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride earned a bachelor’s
degree in psychology from Williams
College in Williamstown, Mass. and
attended Cornell University for her
dietetics degree. She worked as a
registered dietician at the University
of California in San Francisco and is
now employed in the same capacity
at a Philadelphia hospital.

The bridegroom graduated from
Glens Falls High School in Glens
Falls and from Cornell University.
He worked as a Senior Associate at
PricewaterhouseCoopers in San Fran-
cisco and is presently attending law
school at the University of Pennsyl-
vania in Philadelphia.

The rehearsal dinner, hosted by
the bridegroom’s parents, was held
the night before the wedding at the
Acquaviva restaurant in Westfield.
On Sunday following the wedding,
the bridegroom’s parents also hosted
a farewell brunch at the Westfield
Inn in downtown Westfield.

A pre-nuptial shower was held at
Theresa’s in Westfield, hosted by the
bridal party.

Following a wedding trip to St.
Maarten in the Caribbean, the couple
resides in Philadelphia.

Miss Kelly Anne Moser, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gordon H.
Moser of Fanwood, was married on
Saturday, August 16, to Jeffrey
Lehman. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Charles Lehman of Scotch
Plains.

The bride is the granddaughter of
Mrs. Lois Moser of Scotch Plains
and the late Walter Moser, and of
Mrs. Shirley Case of Clark and the
late L. Donald Case.

The afternoon ceremony took
place at the First United Methodist
Church in Westfield, with the Rev-
erend Daniel Bottorff officiating. A
reception followed at the Olde Mill
Inn in Basking Ridge.

Given in marriage by her father,
the bride had Mrs. Stephanie Serido
as her matron of honor. Her bridal
attendants included Ms. Allison
Accardi, Ms. Allison Emery, Ms.
Dara Brown, Ms. Suzanne
Friedrichs, Ms. Christine Knudsen
and Mrs. Kerry Moser, the sister-in-
law of the bride.

Serving as the best man was Jay
Petillo. The ushers were Andrew
Allorto, Richard Allorto, Eric Lyght,

Michael Kelly and Ron Shovlin,
along with Todd Moser and David
Moser, the brothers of the bride.

Readings were done by Tim
Dursee, Mrs. Maryann Farrell and
Mrs. Robin Byrne.

A graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School and Lafayette
College in Easton, Pa., the bride is
the Senior Product Manager for the
Women’s Hilfiger Line at Tommy
Hilfiger corporate offices in Man-
hattan.

 The bridegroom, a graduate of
Union Catholic High School in
Scotch Plains, attended Widener
University in Chester, Pa. and gradu-
ated from Kean University in Union.

He is a physical education and
health teacher in the South Orange/
Maplewood school district, as well
as a basketball coach at Governor
Livingston High School in Berke-
ley Heights. Mr. Lehman addition-
ally is Director of the Kent Place
Summer Day Camp in Summit.

Following a wedding trip to Cabo
San Lucas, Mexico and San Fran-
cisco, the couple resides in Basking
Ridge.

Miller-Cory House Museum
Seeks Additional Volunteers

WF Rotary to Flip Pancakes
For Local Scholarships

WESTFIELD – Volunteers are be-
ing sought to present the Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614 Moun-
tain Avenue in Westfield, to the public.

Built in 1740, the house has been
certified as a historic site and has been
entered on both the State and National
Registers of Historic Places. Costumed
docents offer a glimpse into the way
life was in Colonial New Jersey.

Various volunteer opportunities
exist at the museum for both men and
women, such as the cooking of 18th
century recipes over an open hearth;
conducting tours for visitors on Sun-

days and for groups during the week;
gardening in the Colonial herb and
vegetable gardens on the site, or
working in the gift shop.

On various Sundays during the year,
demonstrations of the arts of Colonial
life, such as stenciling, silhouettes, tin-
piercing and spinning, are presented.
Spots are also available for those who
would like to participate in Showcase,
an outreach program to local schools.
Full training is provided.

Anyone interested in volunteering
may call the museum’s office at (908)
232-1776.

WESTFIELD – Westfield’s
Rotarians are poised to prepare 6,000
breakfasts at their annual Pancake
Day and Children’s Fair to benefit
the club’s Student Scholarship Fund
on Saturday, March 6, from 8 a.m. to
2 p.m. at Westfield High School.

Pancake Day is a popular annual
community tradition, the proceeds
of which have formed the core $1.5
million in scholarship aid the Rotary
Club has awarded to local college-
bound students to date.

“There is something planned for
everyone,” remarked Carl Peer, Presi-
dent of the Rotary Club of Westfield
Foundation and Chairman of this
year’s event.

“In addition to our ‘expertly’ pre-
pared breakfast,” Mr. Peer enthused,
“there is entertainment provided by a

host of local music ensembles, a bake
sale and the always popular Children’s
Fair with games and prizes.”

The 80-member Rotary Club of
Westfield, established in 1921, is one
of 30,000 in 160 countries. Rotarians
form a global network of business and
professional leaders who volunteer
time and talent to serve their indi-
vidual communities as well as the
world community. Their  motto, “Ser-
vice Above Self” characterizes the
fellowship experienced by Rotarians
and their commitment to service.

Tickets to Pancake Day are $6 and
are available from any Rotarian as
well as at the door on March 6. The
Rotary Club meets each Tuesday for
lunch, fellowship and education at
12:15 p.m. at the Westfield Y, and
guests are always welcome.

Toastmasters of Westfield
Reveals Meeting Schedule

WESTFIELD — Toastmasters of
Westfield has announced that meetings
of the organization will take place on
February 12 and 25, March 4, 11 and 25.

The club meets on the first, second
and fourth Thursdays of each month,
from 7:45 to 9:30 p.m. Meetings are
held at Sunrise Assisted Living of
Westfield, located at 240 Springfield
Avenue.

Toastmasters of Westfield is a part
of Toastmasters International, which
aims to enhance communication and
leadership skills through practice and
progression of speeches.

Through the Toastmasters Inter-
national Communication and Lead-
ership Program, along with three

meetings per month, members have
an opportunity to enhance both their
prepared speech and extemporane-
ous speaking skills.

Anyone interested in learning more
about Toastmasters of Westfield mem-
bership or any of its programs is invited
to attend a meeting as a guest observer.

Individuals may also call Mark
Spencer, President of Toastmasters
of Westfield, at (908) 497-0213 or
send an e-mail message to:
toast@westfieldnj.com.

More information about Toastmas-
ters International and the Communi-
cation and Leadership Program is
available on the Internet at
www.toastmasters.org.

Your Piggybank Savings Account is the
fun way to save—

Your Statement Savings Account earns 
2% interest— 2.02% APY*!

No minimum balance requirement!

Bring in your coins to our South Avenue
branch and use our automated coin 
sorter to count them for FREE!

www.townbank.com

520 South Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-0800 
Fax: 908-301-0843

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-518-9333
Fax: 908-518-0803

only at The Town Bank of Westfield

We have gifts just for you!**

• Open your account with $10 or 
more and we’ll add another $10!

• Take home a FREE GIFT!
A Piggybank!

Piggybank Savings

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Rates subject to change based on market conditions and without further notice. 
**Account must remain open for one year to earn the $10 premium. Offer of piggybank good only while supplies last.

2.02%
APY*
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First Baptist Youth to Hold
Valentine’s Dinner Saturday

Fanwood Presbyterian Slates
Seminar on Parenting Teens

VALENTINE’S DAY GIFT…Brownie Troop No. 813 from Wilson Elementary
School in Westfield recently spent an afternoon making Teddy Bears that they
will donate to patients at Children’s Specialized Hospital in Mountainside for
Valentine’s Day. Pictured, left to right, are: First row, Julia Abbattista, Kelly
Mazzucco and Kelly O’Connor; second row, Megan Landriau, Katie Lafemina,
Everette Hampton, Natalie Brennan, Helen Keating and Grace O’Connor, and
third row, Kristin Ragoza and Ellie Shepherd.

The Passion Will Hopefully Unite,
Not Separate, Peoples of Faith

By DR. KEVIN M. BRENNAN

The opinions I express in this edi-
torial are my own and not necessar-
ily those of this newspaper or of any
organization I may represent.

* * * * * * *
On February 25, Mel Gibson’s film

The Passion of The Christ opens at
2,000 theaters across the country. Where
it will be shown in New Jersey is un-
known. What is known is that few films
in recent memory have stirred more
emotions and debate.

The stakes are certainly high. If the
reports of those who have seen the film
are accurate, it may be the most power-
ful and graphic portrayal of the death
and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth
ever displayed on screen.

A pastor friend of mine was part of a
private showing of the film. I grilled him
with questions. He described the film as
more a work of art than a film. He said
it was a very intense and emotional
experience for all those who viewed it.

According to him, it was, for the most
part, an accurate reconstruction of the
events surrounding the death and resur-
rection of Jesus as related in the gospels.
The issue of greatest concern in most of
the discussion surrounding this film is
whether or not it portrays these events in
a way that would give rise to Anti-
Semitism.

He told me that he was intentionally
looking for evidence of this. He hon-
estly couldn’t see anything that could be
taken as Anti-Semitic in the film. But
my friend is a committed Christian from
the Midwest. I wondered, “Did he have
the sensibilities necessary to make such
an assessment? Would I?”

I must admit that I have greatly antici-
pated the release of this film. I have
committed my life to the preaching of
the gospel message. If this film is as
powerful as is claimed, I see it as a great
opportunity for people to understand
the message I have committed my life to
proclaim. Yet at the same time, I realize
that this could also be an opportunity for
the message to be misunderstood.

Unfortunately, there are about 2,000
years of history of various ways the
story of the death of Jesus has been used
to foment hatred and animosity toward
Jewish people.

It appears in the writings of promi-
nent theologians, both Protestant and
Catholic. It seems to have been part of
the motivation behind widespread po-
groms in Eastern Europe.

Perhaps the worst example was
Hitler’s support for passion plays. In
1934, he installed a member of the Nazi
party as the director of the still famous
“Passion Play” in Oberammergau, Ger-
many. By 1939, most of the actors in the
play were either current or former mem-
bers of the Nazi party, including the man
who portrayed Jesus.

In his twisted way of thinking, Hitler
saw the play as an opportunity to foster
his Anti-Semitic poison in the hearts and
minds of the German people. The script
was altered to make sure this occurred.
The danger is that this poison still exists
today in all its ugliness.

It is certainly possible that evil minds
could use Gibson’s film as an excuse to
foster their hatred. This is why so much
is at stake. However, I would also like to
offer that there is the very real possibil-
ity that this film could have the opposite
effect.

If Gibson does, in fact, portray the
real message of the gospel as presented
in the New Testament, without altering
it to present any personal bias, then
there is the possibility that the true mes-
sage will come forth, and as a result,
healing can occur.

The message, I believe, is very sim-
ply that the death and resurrection of
Jesus was part of God’s sovereign plan
for all people. His death was the neces-
sary sacrifice for the sins of the world.
Consequently, the responsibility for the
death of Jesus rests not on the Gentile
Roman soldiers who actually executed
Him, nor on the handful of Jewish lead-
ers who wished Him dead, but on all our
shoulders.

His resurrection provides the oppor-
tunity for anyone who wishes to lead a
brand new life. If this is the message that
is conveyed, then this could be a very
powerful film indeed, and foster a greater
sense of love, not animosity, among
people of all faiths.

* * * * * * *
Dr. Brennan is Senior Pastor of the

Evangel Church, located at 1251
Terrill Road in Scotch Plains.

FANWOOD – A seminar entitled
“Understanding Your Teenager” will
be held on Saturday, March 6, in
Westminster Hall at the Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church, located at Martine
and LaGrande Avenues in Fanwood.

The seminar will take place from 1
to 4 p.m. (registration will start at
12:30 p.m.). The cost is $20 for those
who register by Wednesday, February
25, and $25 at the door on March 6, or
$30 per family.

During the three-hour seminar, held
in two, 75-minute sessions, partici-
pants will learn principles for build-
ing good relationships with their chil-
dren during the teenage years. They
will also learn how to avoid common
parenting mistakes and do those “little
things” that reap big results in the

lives of teenagers.
The program will feature such top-

ics as teenage behavior; rebellious-
ness; the effect of conflict with a
teenager on family life; discipline,
and how to handle situations where a
teenager is headed for trouble.

Parents will also be advised on
helping their teenager to choose the
right friends, become more self-reli-
ant, make good decisions about sex
and grow spiritually.

Additionally, participants will re-
ceive a 48-page booklet containing
dozens of articles, tips and guidelines
for parenting teenagers.

The seminar will be presented by
Dr. Marv Penner, a veteran youth
worker, who chairs the Youth and
Family Ministry department at
Briarcrest Seminary in Caronport,
Saskatchewan, Canada.

All parents of teenagers and pre-
teens are invited to attend. To register,
please call (908) 889-8891.

WESTFIELD – The youth of the
First Baptist Church of Westfield
will serve a Valentine’s Day dinner
this Saturday, February 14, at 6 p.m.
at the church. Live music will also
be part of the festivities. Tickets are
$20 per person.

The following afternoon, they will
leave for a two-day stay at the
Tuscarora Inn and Conference Cen-
ter in the Poconos, where they will
again serve meals.

The youth are seeking to raise
money through these endeavors for
their 2004 mission trip to Tijuana,
Mexico and also for a national youth
gathering scheduled for July.

Additionally, the Tuesday night
Bible Study group is currently fo-
cusing on the Apocrypha, a collec-
tion of writings that appears in some
Bibles between the Old and New
Testaments.

The group, open to all, meets
from 7:15 to 8:30 p.m. every Tues-
day under the direction of the Rev-
erend Lou Ruprecht, Minister of
Adult Education.

The First Baptist Church is lo-

cated at 170 Elm Street. For tickets
to the Valentine’s Day dinner or for
more information on either the din-
ner or the Bible Study group, please
call (908) 233-2278.

The Chelsea at Fanwood
is pleased to host a FREE community workshop

www.chelseaseniorliving.com
This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community involvement and family education.

FLAGS UNFURLED
Presented by: Gerry McCavera, Vexillologist, Lecturer, Collector & Advisor

In Honor of President’s Day, please join us for this informative
program on the growth and expansion of our country and

“State Flags of the United States”.

WHEN: TUESDAY, FEB. 17, 2004
TIME: 2 PM

WHERE: THE CHELSEA AT FANWOOD
295 South Avenue, Fanwood
908-654-5200

Refreshments will be served.

Open to the Public - Join us for this interesting program - Everyone is welcomed!

Cruise on Rhine and Moselle Rivers
To Be Presented at Historical Society

WESTFIELD – An historic cruise
on the Rhine and Moselle Rivers will
be presented by travel counselor,
writer and lecturer Fontaine Gatti in
a slide/lecture program at the
Westfield Historical Society’s  Fri-
day, February 20 meeting, to be held
at 7:30 p.m. in the Community Room
of the Westfield Municipal Building,
located at 425 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

Mrs. Gatti’s slide presentation will
show many of the beautiful sites
along the Rhine and Moselle Rivers,
as well as some of the historic cities
such as Amsterdam and Munich.

A world traveler, she became a
member of the Circumnavigators
Club eight years ago when she circled
the globe in one continuous trip. She

has been in the travel business for 35
years and is employed by American
Express Travel in Summit.

Mrs. Gatti is a Trustee of the
Westfield Historical Society who also
organizes and directs field trips for
the Society during the year.  She is a
parishioner at the Our Lady of Lourdes
Roman Catholic Church in
Mountainside and served as President
of the Widows/Widowers group that
meets there. She currently serves on
the boards of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA, Youth and Family
Counseling Service and the Friends
of Mindowaskin Park, and recently
joined Hospice in Linden.

The meeting is open to the public
at no charge. Light refreshments will
be served at the end of the program.

Hadassah to Hear Talk
About Youth Aliyah

WESTFIELD – The next meeting
of the Westfield Chapter of Hadassah
will take place on Monday, February
16, at Temple Emanu-El, located at
756 East Broad Street in Westfield.

A board meeting, at 11:15 a.m., will
precede the regular meeting. The regu-
lar meeting will begin at 12:30 p.m.

The featured guest will be Martha
Shemin, a full-time nurse who has been
involved with Hadassah for many years
and who currently serves on the Board
of the New Jersey Division of Hadassah
as Treasurer. Her topic will be Youth
Aliyah and how it has benefited under-
privileged children in Israel.

Bible Study to Focus
On Mary Magdalene
WESTFIELD — On Wednesday,

February 18, Jo Ann Amos will lead
the First Baptist Church of Westfield
Women’s Bible Study on Mary
Magdalene at 10 a.m.

The group meets in the church
library at 170 Elm Street and is open
to all women. Refreshments will be
served. For more information, please
call the church office at (908) 233-
2278.

Caroline Seebohm to Discuss
‘Great Houses and Gardens’
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Memorial Library, located at 550
East Broad Street, will host author
Caroline Seebohm on Wednesday,
March 3, at 7 p.m.

Ms. Seebohm, a former staffer at
House & Garden magazine, recently
wrote “Great Houses and Gardens of
New Jersey.” The book, which fea-
tures over 200 color photographs by
Peter C. Cook, spotlights the diversity
and splendor of New Jersey’s own
private gardens and architecture.

This event is free to Westfield Li-
brary cardholders and registration
will begin on Wednesday, February

18, at the Circulation Desk.
Ms. Seebohm will discuss her book

and will be available for book sign-
ing. “Great Houses and Gardens of
New Jersey” will be on sale that
evening at a reduced price.

For more information, please call
(908) 789-4090, visit the library’s
website at www.wmlnj.org or stop
by the library for a copy of the
library’s quarterly newsletter.

Golden Lights Plan
Sunday ‘Celebration’

SCOTCH PLAINS – “Celebra-
tion,” a musical program with sev-
eral skits by the Golden Lights of
the Evangel Church in Scotch
Plains, will take place at the church
on Sunday, February 15, at the 6
p.m. service.

The Golden Lights are in their
eighth year of presenting programs
to senior groups throughout Union
County and surrounding areas.
“Celebration” productions feature
secular, church and holiday songs.

Members of the public are in-
vited to attend the performance.
The Evangel Church is located at
1251 Terrill Road. For more infor-
mation, please call (908) 322-
9300.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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– Obituaries –
Frances Sasso, 58, Special Ed Teacher;
Was Volunteer at Rape Crisis Center

Mary Booth Walsh, 69, Social Worker;
School, Red Cross, Mission Volunteer

Sidney A. Salomon, 90, Sales Manager;
Decorated Veteran, Rowing Enthusiast

Norman Sevell, 77, Business Owner;
Active In Local Athletic Programs

Frances A. Sasso, 58, of Spring-
field died on Tuesday, February 3,
at her home.

Born in Jersey City, she had lived
in Westfield for 25 years before
moving to Springfield four years
ago.

A special education teacher, Ms.
Sasso worked for the last 15 years at
the Franklin School in Rahway, part
of the Rahway Board of Education.
Earlier, she had been employed in
the same capacity by the
Woodbridge school systems.

She graduated from Jersey City
State College in 1967 with a degree
in special education. Ms. Sasso
earned her master’s degree, also in
special education, from Seton Hall
University in 1972.

A member of the New Jersey Edu-
cation Association and the New Jer-
sey Teachers Association, she also
volunteered with the Union County
Rape Crisis Center.

Surviving are a daughter,
Stephanie Sasso; a son, Lawrence
A. Sasso; her mother, Frances
Rybka, and a brother, Robert Rybka.

A Funeral Liturgy was held Sat-
urday, February 7, at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield, followed by burial at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Brain Tumor Society.
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Norman “Dutch” Sevell, 77, of
Scotch Plains died on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 3, at Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center in Plainfield.

Born in Weehawken, he had re-
sided in Clark before relocating to
Scotch Plains in 1966.

Since 1946, Mr. Sevell was the
owner of Sevell’s Auto Body Com-
pany in Westfield. He additionally
owned Windsor Auto Glass and the
Westfield Lumber and Home Center,
both of Westfield, and the Ponderosa
Farms in Scotch Plains.

A board member of the Town Bank
of Westfield, Mr. Sevell also belonged
to the 200 Club of Union County,
which assists families of police of-
ficers and firefighters killed in the
line of duty. He additionally was an
honorary member of the
Mountainside Policemen’s Benevo-
lent Association.

Mr. Sevell sponsored many Little
League and Police Athletic League
baseball teams in Union County.

A United States Navy veteran, he
served aboard the battleship USS
Idaho during World War II.

He was predeceased by a daugh-
ter, Susan Sevell Smith.

Surviving are his wife, Marie
Braxton Sevell; two sons, Gene Sevell
and Michael Sevell; three daughters,
Christine Soreth, Kathleen Sevell and
Donna Leber; a brother, Walter
Sevell; a sister, Johanna Cordes; 10
grandchildren and a great-grandson.

A Mass was offered on Saturday,
February 7, at the Immaculate Heart
of Mary Roman Catholic Church in

Scotch Plains, following the funeral
from the Higgins and Bonner Echo
Lake Funeral Home in Westfield.
Interment took place at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA, 1340 Martine Avenue,
Scotch Plains 07076.
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Mary Booth Walsh, 69, of Biloxi,
Miss. died on Wednesday, January
28, at Singing River Hospital in
Pascagoula, Miss.

Born on December 22, 1934 in
Rahway to George and Helen Booth,
she was raised in Westfield and had
also lived in Florham Park before
moving to Biloxi in 1997.

Mrs. Walsh had worked as a re-
search assistant for Pfizer Inc. in New
Jersey, as Director of Big Brothers
and Big Sisters in Morristown, as a
trainer at the Morris County Board of
Social Services in Morristown, and as
a counselor to troubled teenagers at
Blackwell Academy in Dover.

After retiring to Biloxi, she and her
husband were volunteers for the Mari-
time and Seafood Industry Museum.

Mrs. Walsh also volunteered as an
elementary school tutor, for the Red
Cross and at the Back Bay Mission.

She graduated from Syracuse Uni-
versity in New York in 1954 and later
earned a master’s degree from Kean
College in New Jersey.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Thomas F. Walsh, in 2002 and
by a daughter, Sarah Booth Walsh, in
2000.

Surviving are a son, Mac Walsh of
Galloway, and a brother, Richard
Booth of Brookfield, Ohio.

Arrangements were handled by
Bradford-O’Keefe Funeral Homes,
Inc. in Biloxi.

Memorial donations may be directed
for stroke research and education to
the American Heart Association, P.O.
Box 638, Gulfport, Miss. 39502.
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Sidney A. Salomon, 90, of
Doylestown, Pa. died on Wednesday,
January 21, at the Pine Run Center in
Doylestown.

Born on November 3, 1913 in
Newark, the son of Sidney and Dor-
othy Salomon, he had lived in
Westfield for 15 years before mov-
ing to Doylestown in 1972.

Prior to his retirement in 1971, Mr.
Salomon had been regional sales
manager for the American Can Com-
pany in New York City for over 30
years.

He attended Barringer High School
in Newark and received a degree in
business from New York University
in New York City.

He was a United States Army vet-
eran of World War II, having served
in the 2nd Ranger Battalion, and was
awarded two Purple Hearts and a
Silver Star with an Oak Leaf Cluster.

A member of the Malta Boat Club

in Philadelphia, Pa., Mr. Salomon
competed internationally in his 70s
and 80s. He last rowed in Philadel-
phia a month before his 90th birthday.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Jocelyn Salomon, and a son, Henry
Salomon.

Surviving are two daughters, Karla
Dadd of Encinitas, Calif. and Jill
Mosse of Londonderry, N.H.; a son,
Peter Salomon of Laguna Beach,
Calif.; five grandsons and a great-
granddaughter.

Burial services will be at 1 p.m. on
Thursday, February 26, at Arlington
National Cemetery. A memorial ser-
vice is planned for 1 p.m. on Satur-
day, February 28, at the Doylestown
Presbyterian Church.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the American
Cancer Society, by calling (800) 227-
2345.
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•

Jennie L. Jordan, 69
Jennie L. Jordan, 69, of Westfield

died on Friday, February 6, at Over-
look Hospital in Summit.

Born in Newark, she lived in
Westfield for 40 years.

A homemaker, Mrs. Jordan was a
member of the Ladies Auxiliary of
American Legion Martin Wallberg
Post No. 3 of Westfield.

Surviving are her husband of 46
years, Robert Jordan; two daughters,
Barbara Tweedle of Garwood and
Jacqueline Cole of Whitehouse Sta-
tion, and two grandchildren.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Tuesday, February 10, at
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Interment took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the New Jersey Muscular
Dystrophy Association, John F.
Kennedy Medical Center Johnson
Rehabilitation Institute, Edison
08817.
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Elizabeth A. Heroux, 88, Volunteered
At Schools, Museum, Meals on Wheels

Elizabeth A. Heroux

Elizabeth Ann Fitzgibbons
Heroux, 88, died on Monday, Febru-
ary 2, at St. Anne’s Home and Village
in Columbia, Pa.

Born in Monroe, Wis., the daugh-
ter of the late J. Ray
and Lillis King
Fitzgibbons, she had
lived in Westfield from
1948 to 1957.

A homemaker, Mrs.
Heroux volunteered as
a librarian at St. Anne’s
School and Lancaster
Catholic High School,
both in Lancaster, and
for the Heritage Center
Museum of Lancaster
County. She also volun-
teered with Lancaster
Meals on Wheels.

She was a member of St. Anne’s
Catholic Church in Lancaster since
1957 and was involved with the
Mothers’ Club and other school and
church activities. Mrs. Heroux also
belonged to the Serra Club.

She was a 1937 graduate of Carroll
College in Waukesha, Wis., where
she majored in mathematics and his-
tory, and a 1969 graduate of the
former Millersville State College in
Lancaster, where she earned a li-

brary science certificate.
She was predeceased by two sis-

ters, Mary Jane Lochrie and Ethel
Rose.

Surviving are her husband of 66
years, John B. Heroux,
Sr.; three daughters,
Jeanne Daecher of
Temple, Pa.,  Terry
Ziedonis of Mountain
Top, Pa. and Barbara
Neely of San Francisco;
three sons, John B.
Heroux, Jr. of Bedford,
N.H., James Ray
Heroux of McVeytown,
Pa. and Gregory J.
Heroux of Suwanee,
Ga.; 13 grandchildren
and 15 great-grandchil-
dren.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
held on Friday, February 6, at St.
Anne’s Church.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Snyder Funeral Home
in Lancaster.

Memorial donations may be made
to St. Anne’s Retirement Commu-
nity, in care of the Memorial Fund,
3952 Columbia Avenue, Columbia,
Pa. 17512.
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Ellen Schoberl, 87, Was Volunteer;
Union Catholic High School Nurse

Ellen M. Schoberl, 87, of Bask-
ing Ridge died on Friday, Febru-
ary 6, at Saint Peter’s University
Hospital in New Brunswick.

Born in Philadelphia, she had
resided in New York City and in
Scotch Plains prior to moving to
Basking Ridge.

Before retiring in 1968, Mrs.
Schoberl had been a registered
nurse at Union Catholic High
School in Scotch Plains. She had
previously been employed at
Bellevue Hospital in New York City,
the Veterans Hospital in the Bronx,
N.Y. and Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center in Plainfield.

A graduate of St. Mary’s School
of Nursing in Passaic, she volun-
teered with the American Red
Cross, teaching first aid and home
nursing in Plainfield.

Surviving are her husband of 66
years, Anthony D. Schoberl, Sr.;
two sons, Anthony D. Schoberl, Jr.
and Peter Schoberl; two daugh-
ters, Mariana Dubnowski and Bar-
bara Buck; 13 grandchildren and
12 great-grandchildren.

A Liturgy of Christian Burial
was celebrated on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 10, at the Church of St. James
in Basking Ridge. Entombment
followed at the Resurrection Cem-
etery Mausoleum in Piscataway.

The Gallaway & Crane Funeral
Home in Basking Ridge was in
charge of the arrangements.

Memorial donations may be
made to a home for homeless preg-
nant women. Individuals are asked
to contact Great Expectations, 1
Easter Avenue, Somerville 08876
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Joseph Comer, 68, Nabisco Salesman;
Scotch Plains Volunteer Firefighter

Joseph T. Comer, 68, of Scotch
Plains died on Monday, February 9,
at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Lakewood, he had lived in
Fanwood before relocating to Scotch
Plains in 1963.

Mr. Comer had been employed as
a salesman for Nabisco in Dunellen
for 37 years prior to retiring in 1994.

After retiring from Nabisco, he
worked part-time for Christoffers
Flowers in Mountainside. He had
also been a volunteer firefighter with
the Scotch Plains Fire Department
for many years.

He was predeceased by his father,
Alva T. Comer.

Surviving are his wife of 47 years,

Bev Lawler Comer; two sons, Dave
Comer and Rick Comer; two daugh-
ters, Lynda Cacciatore and Wendy
DeSalve; his mother, Louise Comer;
a sister, MaryLu Knighton, and 11
grandchildren.

Funeral services will be held at 8
p.m. tomorrow, Friday, February 13,
at the Memorial Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue in Fanwood. Visita-
tion will be from 2 to 4 and 6 to 8 p.m.
tomorrow at the funeral home.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Susan G.
Komen Breast Cancer Foundation,
5005 LBJ Freeway, Suite 250, Dal-
las, Tex. 75244.
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Area Scholarships Available
At WHS Guidance Office

WESTFIELD – The Department of
Guidance Services at Westfield High
School (WHS) has announced the lo-
cal scholarships that are currently
available in the WHS guidance office.
Students should ask a guidance secre-
tary for a packet of applications.

The deadline for the Westfield Edu-
cation Association scholarship is Fri-
day, February 20, by 3 p.m. The grant
is awarded to a graduating senior based
on academic achievement, financial
need, business or secretarial sciences.

Applications for the WHS Parent-
Teacher Council scholarship are due
on Monday, March 1. The award is
given to a graduating senior based on
financial need. A FAFSA (Free Appli-
cation for Federal Student Aid) may
be requested.

The College Woman’s Club schol-
arship is granted to a female graduate
who has lived in Westfield for at least
one year, ranked in the upper-half of
her class, and is based on financial
need. An FAFSA is required. The
deadline for the application is Friday,
March 5.

Applications for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Kiwanis Club scholarship
are due on Monday, March 8. The
grant is available to a graduating se-
nior, based on financial need. The spon-
sor reserves the right to request Page 1
of the Federal Income Tax Form.

The Woman’s Club of Westfield
will award a scholarship to a graduat-
ing senior, based on financial need
and high scholastic average. Applica-
tions are due on Thursday, March 18.

A graduating senior with above
average grades will be eligible for the
Junior Woman’s Club of Westfield
scholarship. Applications are due on
Friday, March 19. The grant will be
awarded based on financial need.

The Rotary Club of Westfield will
award its scholarship to a graduating
senior and past graduates who are at-
tending college, based on financial
need. An FAFSA is required. Applica-
tions are due on Saturday, March 20.

The William E. Wyman scholarship
will be awarded to a graduating senior
planning to attend a licensed technical
or vocational school or an accredited
two- or four-year college. The grant is
based on achievement in scholarship,
athletic abilities, student programs,
community activities and financial
need. All applications are due on
Monday, March 29.

The Westfield Jaycees will award a
scholarship to a graduating senior
based on financial need. An FAFSA is
required. Applications are due by Fri-
day, April 2.

The College Men’s Club scholar-
ship, which will be awarded to a male
graduating senior based on financial
need, essay scholarship and character,
also requires an FAFSA. Applications

College of NJ Reports
Dean’s List Students
EWING – Students from Westfield,

Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Mountainside
and Berkeley Heights have received
Dean’s List distinction at The College
of New Jersey in Ewing.

Westfielders Jonathan Bender, an
international studies major, and
Daniel Deserio, a finance major, were
named to the list.

Mountainside residents Daniel
Drake, Michael Puzyk, and George
Tewfik also received recognition.
Daniel is an accounting major,
Michael is a law and justice major,
and George is a biology major.

David Bell, Amanda Heffler,
Yunilay Lio and Kathryn Warchol,
all of Scotch Plains, were named to
the list. David is an accounting ma-
jor, while Amanda and Kathryn are
focusing on special education.
Yunilay is a general business major.

Fanwood residents Jennifer Curren
and Erica Speer are also Dean’s List
students. Jennifer is an elementary
education/early childhood education
major, while Erica has not declared
a major.

Karen Bocian, Charles Bong and
Laura Kruglinski, all of Berkeley
Heights, were named to the list.
Karen is majoring in elementary
education/early childhood education,
Charles is a biology major, and Laura
is focusing her studies in art.

Andrew Viglianti, 90, Shoe Store Owner
Was Honored For Donations to Orphans

Andrew Viglianti, 90, of Westfield
died on Thursday, February 5, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Veroli, Italy, he came to
the United States in 1928 and settled
in Westfield.

Mr. Viglianti had been the owner
of Andrew’s Shoes in Westfield for
60 years before retiring in 1987.

During World War II, he was rec-
ognized for his donations of shoes to
various orphanages, both locally and
abroad.

He was predeceased by a sister,
Querina, and a brother, Alfred.

Surviving are his wife of 64 years,
Lillian Greco Viglianti; four sons,
Robert Viglianti, Ronald Viglianti,

Andrew Viglianti and Gregory
Viglianti; three brothers, John
Viglianti, Nathan Viglianti and Peter
Viglianti; five grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
held on Monday, February 9, at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Burial was at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Westfield Rescue Squad,
335 Watterson Street, P.O. Box 356,
Westfield 07091.
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are due by Thursday, April 15.
The Westfield UNICO scholarship

will be granted to a graduating senior
demonstrating financial need, academic
achievement, leadership and character.
Applications are due on April 15.

Applications for the Westfield As-
sociation of Educational Secretaries
are due by Friday, April 16. The grant
will be awarded to a graduating senior
based on academic achievement, fi-
nancial need, business or secretarial
sciences.

The Westfield Foundation, which
will award a scholarship for $5,000
per year each year for four years or
two $2,500 grants for four years, to-
taling $20,000, will base its decision
on character, community service, fi-
nancial need and leadership. An
FAFSA is required for the application
due on Friday, April 30. The grant will
be given to a graduating senior in the
top 25 percent of his/her class.

The following scholarships are not
available in the scholarship packet at
the WHS guidance office: The Musical
Club of Westfield, the Barry Judd Me-
morial, or the Westfield Coalition for
the Arts scholarships. Students should
ask a guidance secretary for assistance
in learning about these grants.

The Musical Club of Westfield grant
is awarded based on financial need to
a student planning to pursue a degree
as a music major. An audition is re-
quired on Saturday, April 3. Applica-
tions are due on Saturday, March 13.

The Barry Judd Memorial Scholar-
ship will be granted to the child of a
Westfield Education Association
member who is graduating from high
school in June and continuing his/her
education in an accredited institution
of higher learning. The grant will be
awarded based on academic achieve-
ment, as well as school and commu-
nity activities. Applications are due
on Friday, February 20, by 3 p.m.

The deadline for the Westfield Coa-
lition for the Arts grant will be an-
nounced. Winners will be chosen
based on achievement and commit-
ment to the district’s arts programs
during their tenure at WHS.

In addition to straight financial
scholarships, the College Men’s Club
also issues two additional awards.

One award, the Keith Hertell, 3rd
Arts Award, will be given to the appli-
cant who has exhibited overall excel-
lence in academics and the arts.

The other grant, the Coren Award,
will be given to an applicant with
excellent overall academics, as well as
clear and demonstrated leadership
capabilities.

Each recipient will receive a plaque
and cash award. These awards may be
presented to persons not awarded a
scholarship and are also unrelated to
need.

Education News – More on Page 17
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Susan Rosander
Fourth  Grade Teacher

McGinn Elementary School, Scotch Plains

Ithaca College Reports
Shulman Graduation
WESTFIELD – Lacey Shulman,

the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jay
Shulman of Westfield, received her
master’s degree in occupational
therapy from Ithaca College in New
York in December of 2003.

Prior to that, she earned her under-
graduate degree in occupational sci-
ence from Ithaca College in May of
2002.

As a graduate student, Lacey held
internships at Moss Rehabilitation
Center in Philadelphia, and as a pe-
diatric intern with the Boston Public
Schools.

She is currently residing in Bos-
ton, where she is employed by the
Boston public school district.

Pfeiffer Univ. Awards
Grant to Streaman

WESTFIELD – Pfeiffer Univer-
sity in Misenheimer, N.C. has granted
an academic scholarship to Westfield
resident Michael Streaman for the
fall 2004 academic term. The schol-
arship is awarded to incoming fresh-
man students, based on the student’s
outstanding academic record.

Bachelor of Arts Degree
Earned by Comba of WF

WESTFIELD – Joseph Comba of
Westfield received a Bachelor of Arts
degree from Keene State in Keene,
N.H.

Local President’s List
Pupils Told at UCC
CRANFORD – Union County

College (UCC) students from
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Mountainside, and Berkeley Heights
are among the 343 pupils who have
been named to the President’s List in
recognition of their academic excel-
lence.

Consideration for the President’s
List is based upon quality points earned
as a result of the student’s grades and
number of credits carried. Only ma-
triculated students are eligible.

To qualify, a student carrying at
least 15 credits for a semester must
achieve a minimum 3.50 grade point
average out of a possible 4.00, with
every grade being a “B” or higher. A
matriculated student carrying 12
credits during one semester is eli-
gible for the President’s List if he/
she achieves a GPA of 3.75 or better,
with no grade lower than a “B.”

A part-time matriculated student
will be considered for the President’s
List if he/she has earned at least 12
credits and has attained a cumulative
grade-point average of at least 3.00.
Once this minimum is met, the pupil
must carry no less than six credits
and attain a semester average 3.75
with no grade lower than a “B.”

WESTFIELD • 16 STUDENTS
Lois Dondiego Kelly O’Brien
Bernadett Eger Melissa Parisi
Soledad Espinoza Anne Pellegrini
Douglas Fiducia Vanuza Pereira-Bravo
Sarah Johnson Cindra Ryan
Eileen Keegan Janice Sampson
Terra Meierdierck Maria Sette
Jonathan Miller Ching-Chung Wu

SCOTCH PLAINS • 15 STUDENTS
Madiha Ahsan Emily Main
Shauntelle Brown Karien Negele
Jeremy Chisamore Joseph Negron
Richard Duranne Jennifer Pugia
Sharon Goodger Maria Ruzsa
Olanrewaju Jacobs Tracey Starker
Pam Leong Sydney Thorne

Wendy Warwick

FANWOOD • 2 STUDENTS
Sheila Hillier Georgann Laffin

MOUNTAINSIDE • 2 STUDENTS
Alicia Boyce Alan Kennedy, Jr.

BERKELEY HEIGHTS • 7 STU-
DENTS

Nancy Bostwick Cory Seigel
Jeffrey Dennis Cliff Sui
Dawn Kohler Annette Tucker

Elizabeth Way

By MICHELLE Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Age: 55
Hometown: Mrs. Rosander was

born in Brooklyn, N.Y. She grew
up in Westfield and has lived in
Scotch Plains for
32 years.

Education: At
Moravian College
in Bethlehem, Pa.,
she was granted a
Bachelor of Arts
degree in Educa-
tion.

Previous Expe-
rience: After
graduation, Mrs.
Rosander taught
second and fourth
grade students in
Summit. She has
been teaching Ba-
sic Skills to first
and fourth graders
for approximately 12 years at
McGinn Elementary School in
Scotch Plains.

I Knew I Reached My Students
When: Mrs. Rosander said it is a
“wonderful feeling” when she sees
the faces of her students “light up.”
Her nickname, Mrs. Deed (Details,
Explanations, Examples and Defi-
nitions = Deed), is said aloud by
students when they grasp a concept
in the classroom and smile up at her
or give her the thumbs-up signal.

“The children are so eager to
learn and just absorb so much in-
formation,” she said.

Of course, there are different
approaches to teaching first grad-
ers versus fourth grade students.

To interact with the youngest pu-
pils, she said, a teacher must bend
over more and sit at the child’s level.
To reach them, more role-playing
and reading aloud must be done.

However, the older students are
more independent and able to assume
some of the reaching roles as well,
said Mrs. Rosander, adding that they
become a model for their peers.

What I Love About the School
District: “We are always at the
forefront in whatever new meth-
ods, philosophy, teaching styles,
new materials and curriculum ideas
are being introduced and imple-
mented,” she noted. The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood public school dis-
trict has often been cited as a “light-
house district” – a model for other

districts to follow, according to
Mrs. Rosander.

Favorite Topic to Teach: Social
studies is Mrs. Rosander’s favorite
topic because she connects with
the lifestyles and histories of those

who came before
her and how their
lives might con-
nect with modern
society. In teach-
ing the subject,
she believes that
students learn to
grow as citizens
and individuals by
gleaning knowl-
edge from the
past.

The Future of
Education in
America: “I do
feel generally that
we are headed in
the right direction.

But, I would like to see children
spending more time in the class-
room,” said Mrs. Rosander. She
would like to see children devote
more time to reading, studying,
writing, and maybe a little less
time spent watching television.

“Grab a book, grab a pen, or a
calculator to show that you are
using your imaginations and skills,”
she opined.

My Goal As An Educator: Hav-
ing children realize that they are
special and unique with talents
unique to them is one of the goals
set by Mrs. Rosander. She hopes
that her students will use those
talents and strengths to “become
productive, confident adults.”

A “big proponent of self-disci-
pline,” she also hopes the children
will develop “an inner strength and
sense of responsibility.”

“Anything that is worth doing is
worth doing well” is one of Mrs.
Rosander’s key credos, as well as
“Excellence is its own reward.”
She believes that instead of honor-
ing a child’s academic achieve-
ments with gifts or dollars for ev-
ery “A” he/she attains, the personal
rewards are far greater.

Home Life: Mrs. Rosander and
her husband, Lee, have two chil-
dren – Scott and Kevin. Scott
gradated Moravian College in
1999, while Kevin is a 1996 Lehigh
University graduate. Susan and Lee
have three grandchildren.

Susan Rosander

SP-F Teachers Earn Grants
From Enrichment Foundation

MONARCH MAGIC...Brunner Elementary School students, Ramy Hosny,
left, and Derek Phansalkar, observe Monarch butterflies in one of the rearing
cages in their classroom. The students learned about the life cycle of the
Monarch butterfly by rearing butterflies from tiny larvae as part of the
Monarch magic project that was funded by the Education Enrichment Founda-
tion of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Educa-
tion Enrichment Foundation of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood has awarded
seven grants to teachers for the 2003-
2004 school year.

Bernadette Hoyer received a grant
for her “Monarch Magic” program at
Brunner Elementary School, while
Barbara Prestridge was awarded
monies for the “Theater Workshop”
at Evergreen Elementary School.

Kimberly Barbier, Sondra Chernoff,
Leoni Kika, Ginger Prairie, and Jean
Swartz were awarded grants for “Tri-
assic Triops - Living Pet Dinosaurs!”
and Joan Costello was named a grant
recipient for “I’ll Take Learning for
$200" at McGinn Elementary School.

Other awardees included Jacinta
Kay for “Using Games to Promote
Language Acquisition in the ESL

Classroom” and Linda Brink for
“Classroom Plays — Take One”, both
at School One Elementary School,
and Ronnie Siegel earned a grant for
“Three Equals One” at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

The Education Enrichment Foun-
dation of Scotch Plains-Fanwood is a
non-profit organization. The group’s
mission is to foster education as a
total community enterprise by aug-
menting programs offered to the stu-
dents of the local communities.

Since 1994, the foundation has
annually funded competitive grants
for teachers to develop innovative
classroom projects.

For more information about the
Education Enrichment Foundation,
please contact Foundation President
Sally Hogan at (908) 889-4361.

Clarification
Lisa Alter is not only the founder

of the Girls Learn International
chapter at Roosevelt Intermediate
School in Westfield, but of the
entire organization, nationwide.

Registration Sites; Opportunities
Told by League of Women Voters

AREA — The League of Women
Voters of the Westfield Area reminds
residents who are not currently reg-
istered to vote, that they should do so
by Monday, March 22, to be eligible
to vote in the next school election
scheduled for Tuesday, April 20, from
2 to 9 p.m.

Voter registration forms and ab-
sentee ballots are available at
www.lwvnj.org and the local librar-
ies.

The League of Women Voters of
the Westfield Area will also register
new voters at Westfield High School
on Friday, March 19, and at Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School on
Thursday, March 18, during the lunch
hours of 10:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

The Westfield Parent-Teacher
Council will also hold a Candidate’s
Forum at Westfield High School on
Wednesday, March 31, at 7 p.m.

Registrations are to be submitted
to the Municipal Clerk in Westfield
at 550 E. Broad Street or at the
County Board of Elections at 271
North Broad St., Elizabeth. Voter
registration forms are available in
those offices and also at the Board of
Education at 302 Elm Street and in
all the Westfield Public Schools.

Budget For Co-Curricular
Activities on BOE Agenda

WESTFIELD — At the Tues-
day, February 24, meeting of the
Westfield Board of Education, the
budget discussion will focus on
athletics and co-curricular activi-
ties in the Westfield Public Schools.

The meeting will be held in Room
105 at 302 Elm Street at 8 p.m.

A complete agenda will be avail-
able on Monday, February 23, in
the Board Secretary’s office at
302 Elm Street and on
www.westfieldnj.com.

Westfield High School
Will Be Open Feb. 17

WESTFIELD — Westfield
High School (WHS) will be
closed for classes on Monday,
February 16, in commemora-
tion of President’s Day.

All six elementary schools as
well as Edison and Roosevelt
intermediate schools will be
closed both February 16 and
Tuesday, February 17.

WHS students will return to
school on Tuesday to make up
for time lost due to construction
and weather-related closings.

Nominations Welcomed
For Philhower Award

WESTFIELD — Kenneth
Ciarrocca, President of the Westfield
Rotary Club, announced that Friday,
March 19, is the deadline for nomi-
nations for the 12th annual Charles
Philhower Fellowship award desig-
nated for a full-time elementary

teacher in the Westfield Public
Schools.

Letters of nomination are invited
from interested citizens and Westfield
public school staff members and
should be addressed to: Charles
Philhower Fellowship Committee of
the Westfield Rotary Club, c/o Of-
fice of the Superintendent of Schools,
302 Elm Street, Westfield, 07090.

Nominations should specify ways
in which the teacher has demon-
strated outstanding teaching, inter-
est in children and continued pursuit
of professional growth. The teacher
must be a full-time faculty member
in Westfield for a minimum of five
years.

The fellowship recipient is hon-
ored at a Rotary luncheon and re-
ceives a grant to further professional
growth or to enhance classroom ac-
tivities for students.

The award was instituted in 1993
by the Westfield Rotary Club to rec-
ognize the importance of teaching in
the elementary grades and to honor
Westfield Rotarian and School Su-
perintendent Charles Philhower.

Mr. Philhower, who died in 1962,
was Supervising Principal (Superin-
tendent) of Westfield Public Schools
for 30 years – from 1917 to 1947 –
and was President of the Westfield
Rotary Club in 1929-1930. As Ro-
tary President, he instituted the club’s
annual scholarship awards to gradu-
ating Westfield students.

Members of the Selection Commit-
tee will include two Rotarians, two
elementary school principals and the
immediate past Philhower fellow,
Michele Moise, who in 2003, was a
fifth grade teacher at Tamaques School.

Other fellowship recipients include
Carole Kling (2002), Anna Jane Sabbagh
(2001), Trista Pollard (2000), Eva
Morton (1999), Angela LaCarrubba
(1998), Claudia Andreski (1997), Bette
Tuthill (1996), Carol Joyce (1995), Carol
A. Mastroianni (1994) and Susan
Feldman Glick (1993).

“We believe the Philhower Fel-
lowship is a fitting memorial to an
educator who gave so much to the
children of Westfield and to educa-
tion in general,” stated Mr. Ciarrocca.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
William Foley added, “We are grate-
ful for the recognition the Rotary
continues to give the teaching pro-
fession. I am always pleased when
outstanding education is spotlighted;
when honor is bestowed on an out-
standing educator and when recog-
nition is given to teachers.”

COMING MON.
EVENING

Joseph Ascolese Named
To Rowan Dean’s List
FANWOOD – Joseph Ascolese,

the son of Mr. and Ms. Joseph
Ascolese of Fanwood, was named to
the Dean’s List for the fall 2003
semester at Rowan University in
Glassboro, where he is majoring in
health and exercise science.

To qualify for this honor, Joseph
had to achieve a grade point average
of at least 3.45 out of a possible 4.0.

A senior at Rowan, Joseph is a
1999 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

Duke University Names
McClellan to Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Erin McClellan,
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Tho-
mas McClellan of Westfield, was
recently named to the Dean’s List for
distinction at Duke University for
the fall 2003 semester.

A 2002 Westfield High School
gradate, Erin is a sophomore biology
major concentrating in neuroscience.

Jennifer Ascolese Earns
Dean’s List Recognition

FANWOOD – Jennifer Ascolese,
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
Ascolese of Fanwood, has achieved
Dean’s List status for the fall 2003
semester at Rowan University in
Glassboro, where she is a senior
majoring in psychology.

Jennifer has maintained this dis-
tinction for five consecutive semes-
ters. Students must attain at least a
3.45 grade point average out of a
possible 4.0 for this honor. Jennifer
is a 2000 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

Fairfield Univ. Names
Walsh to Dean’s Roster

WESTFIELD – Fairfield Uni-
versity in Fairfield, Conn. has
named Westfield resident Kate
Walsh to the Dean’s List for the
fall 2003 semester.

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
John Walsh of Westfield, Kate is a
communications and music major
at Fairfield. She is also an Asian
studies minor.

Presently, Kate holds an intern-
ship with Special Olympics of
Southern Connecticut. She plans a
career in public relations. She gradu-
ated Westfield High School in 2000.

Linda Madorma Earns
Dean’s List Recognition

WESTFIELD – Plymouth State
University in Plymouth, N.H. has
reported that Linda Madorma of
Westfield was one of 279 students
to be placed on the fall semester
Dean’s List for the 2003-2004 aca-
demic term.

Westfield Veterinary Group & Wellness Center

DR. DIANA WINTERNITZ Treating Birds & Exotics
in New Providence

Advancing pet health

Birds, guinea pigs, hamsters, ferrets,
and similar exotic pets, are among the 
animals Dr.Winternitz will treat.

For details, call our New Providence 
location at 908-464-8811.

Coming soon: ACUPUNCTURE

Look for upcoming details, as we continue to
make your pet’s health and wellness our
Number One Goal.

—Richard W. Maus, DVM
Medical Director

562 Springfield Ave
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.232.1048

133 Gales Drive
New Providence, NJ 07974

908.464.8811

The Westfield Veterinary
Group & Wellness

Center is pleased to announce
that Dr. Diana Winternitz,
will be treating birds and
exotic animals in our New
Providence location.

Dr.Winternitz, a graduate of the University
of Florida, completed her internship at the
Red Bank Veterinary Hospital in New Jersey,
and most recently practiced veterinary medi-
cine in Scarsdale, NY before joining the
WestfieldVeterinary Group & Wellness
Center in       2003.
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FRANCAVILLA WINS NO. 100, SCHOLZ NAMED COUNTY COACH OF YEAR

Mench Wins, Raiders Claim 4 Champs;
Oust Roselle Park for County Mat Title

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It’s good to be king! It took a solid
team performance from the 17th-
ranked Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School squad to seize the Union
County Tournament (UCT) crown and
dethrone the Roselle Park Panthers,
who had the title firmly clenched in
their claws for seven years.

The Raiders claimed four champi-
ons and totaled 238.5 points to edge
the tournament savvy Panthers who
finished with 237 points in Union on
February 7. Raider Head Coach John
Scholz was named Union County
Coach of the Year and Westfield High
School senior Rob Mench won the
103-lb crown.

“We had a few goals but, most of
all, we had to get this Union County
Tournament out of the hands of
Roselle Park,” stated Scholz. “They
are the toughest tournament team in
the area and our team was up to it. We
had 13 place in the top six.”

Raider Derek Francavilla won his
second UCT crown – the first at 103
in his sophomore season – with an 8-
4 victory over Rahway’s Ed McCray
in the 125-lb class. Francavilla be-
came the first Raider to earn 100
career victories when he defeated
Panther Joe Blackford, 8-1, in the

semifinals.
“I wrestled Blackford all my life,

so I thought it was kind of cool that
it would come against him,”
Francavilla commented.

Against McCray, Francavilla
scored a first period takedown and a
two-point tilt and duplicated it in the
second period before coasting some-

what in the third period.
“I put it on cruise control at the

end. I could have escaped. I was just
trying to win the match. I thought I
wrestled well but there may have
been a couple of things I could have
done differently,” said Francavilla.

Raider Steve Mineo, donning a

uniform from a previous decade,
seized his second-straight UCT crown
with a 54 second pin over Brearley’s
Dom Olsen in the 130-lb class, using
an arm bar and an underhook. Mineo
won the 119-lb crown last year.

“I wanted to have fun. It’s an old
school throwback from the late 70’s,”
explained Mineo who added, “I went

out there and looked for the pin for
the team.”

To reach the finals, Mineo pinned
Elizabeth’s Elliot Sesson in 1:31 and
Cranford’s Anthony Crecca in 1:33
with a tight arm bar, half nelson
combination.

Realizing that the Raiders needed
all the points they could get, 140-lb
Eric Connolly scored a takedown
and stacked Panther Troy
MacDermant in 2:48, using a Penn
State cradle to claim his first title.

“I was looking for anything for the
team points,” said Connolly. “I
switched from a farside to a nearside
cradle and pushed the leg up.”

Connolly also pinned Union’s Josh
Nazario in nine seconds and
Plainfield’s Omar Carter in 1:29 with
a wicked head throw.

“He always used to beat me when
we were small,” said Connolly of
Carter. “I’m happy now.”

Raider Andrew Silber also came
up big and earned his second-straight
171-lb title by settling Union’s Jesse
VonLinden in 2:28 with an arm bar
and half nelson. Silber was also
named the UCT’s Outstanding Wres-
tler in the upper weights.

“I had to work bars and halves. He
stood up and I got a pushback half
and a kind of a headlock and stuck
him there. I got the points for the
team,” expressed Silber.

Silber advanced to the finals with
a 30 second fall over Linden’s Norbert
Sieczkowski and a 1:25 fall over
Panther John Wright.

Raider Charlie Bachi was edged,
3-1, by Shane Mallory of New Provi-
dence – ranked fourth in the state –
for the 189-lb crown. Previously,

Bachi had pinned Plainfield’s Jose
Otero in 1:34 and won by a, 9-2,
decision over Linden’s Nick Dutto.

“Charlie turned a huge corner this
year. Now, he’s a tough contender,”
stated Scholz.

Raider Marc Fabiano fell victim
via fall to Cranford’s Steve Carbone
in the 215-lb finals. Previously,
Fabiano pinned Julio Loperena of
Linden in 3:22 and decisioned Pan-
ther Jose Aravena, 7-1.

The Panthers needed to win by fall
at heavyweight to retain the title but
Panther Chris Bouhoutsos could pull
out only a 4-3 decision over Linden’s
Ronnell Orr, thanks to two stalling
points that awarded him the victory.

Although, the Raiders advanced
six wrestlers into the finals, two more

BLACKMON, BRYANT HIT 10 PTS EACH; VENEZIA GETS 9

Blue Devil Cagers Out-Joust
Livingston Lancer Boys, 58-24

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

An entire Westfield High School
boys’ basketball squad put it all to-
gether to take a chink out of the
armor of the Livingston Lancers, 58-
24, in Westfield on February 5. The
key to victory was Westfield’s suc-
cess accumulating 13 steals and
dominating the boards with 28 re-
bounds.

“It was a big value game and a
good win for the entire team because
we did lose against them up there last
year. It was good to beat them at our

house,” said Blue Devil Jan
Cocozziello. “I don’t want to say it,
but it wasn’t a game. Most of our
second and third team players saw a
lot of action today, so that was good
for them to be getting that varsity
experience. It was a win for the county
tournament and state seeding.
Today’s blowout sort of takes away
that negative taste of having lost
some of those close games during the
season. We beat Linden in a close
game. We lost a heartbreaker to
Scotch Plains, so that sort of took
away some of that bad taste. A big

30-point win, like the one today,
really cleared it up.”

Terrance Bryant and Tyshon
Blackmon inflicted most of the dam-
age on the Lancers with 10 points,
three rebounds and two steals each.
Mike Venezia sank nine points and
pulled down two rebounds.
Cocozziello fired in seven points,
snagged two rebounds and swiped
two steals. Eric Hayes poured in five
points, including a net burner from
three-point range, all in the first quar-
ter. John Korfmacher and Billy

Fred K. Lecomte  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMING UP BIG…Blue Devil Mike Venezia, No. 10, inflicted nine points of
damage and snagged three rebounds in the game against the Livingston
Lancers. Westfield romped to a, 58-24, victory on February 5 in Westfield.

ROYSTON STRIKES, SPARES IN 10TH FOR VICTORY

Blue Devils Pick Up Spares,
Capture UC Bowling Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Crashing pins provided only part
of the thunder as the Union County
Bowling Tournament (UCT) cham-
pionship came down to the final roll
at Jersey Lanes in Linden on Febru-
ary 4. Blue Devil Andrew Royston
came through with a strike in the

10th frame and closed out with a
spare to give the Westfield High
School bowling team a three-point
advantage over Linden to snatch the
title.

In the final round, that included
six teams, the Blue Devils finished
with 2,945 total pins to Linden’s
2,942. Roselle Catholic had been in

the thick of the battle throughout and
finished third at 2,893. Union placed
fourth at 2,656 followed by Cranford
at 2,614 and Elizabeth at 2,362.

Rolling head-to-head, the Blue
Devils and the Tigers were tied,
1,930-1,930, after Game 2, and Game
3 went neck-and-neck with each team

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VICTORY NO. 100…Raider Derek Francavilla, top, controls Roselle Park’s
Joe Blackford in the 125-lb semis to record his 100th career victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ADVANCING TO THE FINALS…Blue Devil Rob Mench, front, takes down
Adel Afzal of New Providence and records a fall to advance to the 103-lb finals
where he pinned Anthony Priore of Johnson for the title.
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through everyone and they leave me
open,” commented Gillooly.

When the Tigers started to bear
down on her, Gillooly said, “I give it
back to her (Burke) and she goes by
them.”

Beradi finished with seven points,
but the Tigers were led by Cecilia
Green, who put in 10 points, and
Jessica Dixon, who netted nine.

Blue Devil Girls Get Second
At Metro Track Invitational
The Westfield High School girls

4x800 team ran a 9:36.0 at the Met-
ropolitan Track and Field Invitational
on February 4 at the 168th Street
Armory in New York, placing second
to the Suffern, NY foursome of
Caroline Heidt, Kara McKenna, Julie
Vilord and Dede Richmond who set
a meet record of 9:28.2 – the old
record of 9:28.7 was set by
Willingboro in 2003. The Blue Devil
foursome was made up of Annie
Onishi who had a leadoff time of
2:20.2, Miriam Becker-Cohen, Meg
Driscoll and Emily MacNeil who
anchored in 2:16.9.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s (SPF)
4x800 foursome (Kim Appezzato,
Laura Harrison, Aja Bundy and Mary
Shashaty) finished fifth with a time
of 9:55.9. Appezzato led off with a
personal record 2:27.2 Her previous
best was 2:33. Harrison ran 2:33.8 on
the second leg and Aja Bundy, nor-
mally a 400-meter runner, ran in
2:31.4. Shashaty ran the anchor and
destroyed her personal best in run-

ning 2:23.8.
The Raiders’ time broke the SPF

high school record, which was
10:14.96, set on January 21, 2001 in
the NJSIAA Group III State Relays
at Princeton by Stephanie Heath,
Alyssa Sams, Jill Koscielecki and
Erin Kelly. Raider Head Coach Jeff
Koegel’s intentions were to get a
good qualifying time for the Eastern
States Championship set for Febru-
ary 24 and the Penn Relays set for
April.

BURKE BANGS IN 18 POINTS, GILLOOLY SCORES 15

Basketball Raiders Ambush
Linden Lady Tigers, 64-40

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Any rumor that the Linden High
School girls basketball team has been
on a hot streak since the return of
Tiger star Vicky Baradi was quickly
doused when host Scotch Plains-
Fanwood cruised to a, 64-40, victory
on February 5. The Tigers were am-
bushed by the accurate outside shoot-
ing of Raider point guard Jenny Burke
who bucketed 18 points, including a
3-pointer, and forward Maura
Gillooly, who banged in four 3-point-
ers and finished with 15 points.

Linden used a strategy of closely
guarding center Hillary Klimowicz,
who recently broke the all-time
Raider girls scoring record of 1,228
points in the February 3 game against
Shabazz. Klimowicz, who entered
the Tiger game with 1,235 career
points, was held to 10 points, but the
Tigers’ plan backfired when, first,
Gillooly then Burke began shelling
them from the perimeter.

“That was great,” expressed Burke.
“I don’t really shoot a lot, so that
gave me a little leeway to shoot.
Lately, that’s everyone’s strategy, to
bear down on Hillary. I think that has
helped us a lot because Maura has
gotten a lot of open shots and I have
gotten a lot of open shots. When
people (opposition) start realizing
that we are a threat also, they are not
going to know what to do.”

“They double down on Hillary and
she will kick it out or she dribbles

Klimowicz led the Raiders with eight
rebounds and six blocked shots and
added three steals. Gillooly was the
chief thief with four steals. Forward
Jen Russell netted five points and
contributed six assists. Mareika Friess
had four points and four rebounds
and Katie Feeley put up four points.

After the 11-7 Tigers scored the
game’s first two points, the 12-5 Raid-
ers responded with seven unanswered
points, which included Gillooly’s first
3-pointer, midway through the first
quarter and finished the quarter with
a 14-6 lead, which included Gillooly’s
second 3-pointer. The Raiders fired in
the first 11 points of the second quar-
ter, including Burke’s 3-pointer and
another 3-pointer by Gillooly, and
went on a 17-6 tear that upped the lead
to 31-14 at the half.

The Tigers’ nightmare continued as
the Raiders scored the first eight points
of the third quarter to command a 39-
14 lead, but a hint of relief was thought
to have arrived when the Raiders’
second team appeared on the court.
Not really! With the strength of Feeley
and Friess under the boards the quar-
ter ended, 18-11, in favor of the Raid-
ers and the scoring in the final quarter
was virtually even.

“They came in strong and played
aggressive against their starters and
they held their own,” said Gillooly of
the Raiders’ second team. “So, it was
good to get them in there.”
Linden   6   6 11 17 40
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 14 17 18 15 64

High School Girls
Basketball Results:

FEBRUARY 3:
Linden 40, Westfield 15

Lauren Sinnenberg put in seven points for
Westfield.

Linden 12 10   6 12 40
Westfield   4   4   2   5 15

Ridge 47, Union Catholic 35
Courtney Harris netted nine points and Lauren

Huber sank seven for the Vikings while Ashley
Whittemore and Ali Farawell each put in six.

Union Catholic 12   4   7 12 35
Ridge (11-3) 10   4 16 17 47

Oak Knoll 58, Governor Livingston 52
Sarah Glacken bucketed 21 points for the High-

landers while Danielle McCann and Amanda
McGrath added 11 each.

Oak Knoll 10 20 23   5 58
Gov. Livingston 14   3 18 17 52

FEBRUARY 5:
Morris Catholic 38, Union Catholic 28

Lauren Huber and Leslie Hendricks scored
eight points each for the Vikings.

Morris Catholic   6 12 12   8 38
Union Catholic   7   9   6   6 28

Immaculata 55, Governor Livingston 25
Katie Tierney put in 11 points for the High-

landers.

Gov. Livingston   6   8   7   4 25
Immaculata 20   9 11 15 55

High School Boys
Basketball Results:

FEBRUARY 3:
Westfield 54, Linden 49

Jan Cocozziello sank 13 of his 16 points in the
fourth quarter to give the Blue Devils the win. Joe
Korfmacher scored 11 and Tyshon Blackmon
bucketed nine while Terrence Bryant and Bryan
Power each put up seven.

Westfield 13   9 10 22 54
Linden   8   8 17 16 49

Shabazz 62, Scotch Plains-Fanwood 60
Lance Thomas scored 17 points, Mike Johnson

had 11 and Mike Walker scored 10 for the Raiders.

Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 14 14 10 22 60
Shabazz 13 16   7 26 62

Union Catholic 51, Bound Brook 29
Chris Esperon scored 11 points and pulled

eight rebounds, Shannon Brown sank 10 points
and Matt Poirer bucketed eight for the Vikings.

Bound Brook   6   2 17   4 29
Union Catholic 12 16 11 12 51

Hillside 62, Governor Livingston 31
Jon Moss scored 12 points for 8-6 GL.

Gov. Livingston   8 10   8   5 31
Hillside (14-3) 13 10 31   8 62

FEBRUARY 5:
Union Catholic 53, Roselle Park 40

Mike Seamon fired in 17 points and committed
eight thefts and Shannon Brown put up 15 points
and grabbed eight rebounds.

Union Catholic 17   5 15 16 53
Roselle Park   8 11   8 13 40

Roselle Catholic 71, Governor Livingston 64
Jon Moss scored 22 points, Jason Hollowell

sank 17 and Mike Amalfe had 15 for GL.

Roselle Catholic 18 19 13 21 71
Gov. Livingston 12 19 19 14 64

No. 1 Shabazz Stops
Raider Cagers, 74-57

No. 1-ranked Malcolm X. Shabazz
maintained its status by stopping the
No. 20 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball team, 74-57,
in Scotch Plains on February 3. Lady
Bulldogs Matee Ajavon and Shahida
Williams each netted 27 points while
Raider Hillary Klimowicz scored 12
points and broke the all-time Raider
girls career scoring record of 1,228
early in the first quarter.

Klimowicz who upped her career
count to 1,235 also grabbed 12 re-
bounds. Jen Burke scored 13 points,
Elizabeth DeCataldo sank 12, Maura
Gillooly put up 10 and Jen Russell
scored eight.

The first half was quite competi-
tive with Shabazz leading, 32-28,
then the Raiders took a 33-32 lead in
the third quarter until the Lady Bull-
dogs sprinted with an 18-1 run and
ended the quarter with a 25-8 edge.
Ajavon scored 11 points in the quar-
ter and Williams scored seven.
Shabazz 16 16 25 17 74
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 14 14   8 21 57

 

Area High School
Wrestling Results:

FEBRUARY 4:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 54, Union 12

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
119: — Tom Duffy (U) d. Ron Ferrara, 5-1
125: — Derek Francavilla (S) tf. Brian
Guirmalda, 15-0, 4:13
130: — Steve Mineo (S) md. Pete
Jacangelo, 8-0
135: — Dakim Gaines (S) won forfeit
140: — Eric Connolly (S) tf. Josh Nazario,
17-0, 5:10
145: — Chuck Mueller (U) p. Mike
Ferrante, 3:57
152: — Pedro Coyt (S) p. Tom Mohan,
1:58
160: — Jose Nazario (U) d. Yoav Nudell, 5-3
171: — Andrew Silber (S) d. Jesse
VonLinden, 4-1
189: — Charlie Bachi (S) md. Tom Ahearn,
10-1
215: — Marc Fabiano (S) p. Mark Cox,
2:36
Hwt: — Mark Giannaci (S) p. Solomon
Okereke, 3:49
103: — Dave DeNichilo (S) p. Jophn
Simpson, 1:13
112: — Sal Gano (S) md. Ryan Lockwood,
9-0
Bound Brook 34, Roselle Park 30

KEY BOUTS:
160: — Jannuzzi (B) p. Jim Garrison,
3:18
103: — Jose Arbaca (B) md. Kevin Blatt,
13-2
125: — Joe Blackford (RP) d. Murray, 10-7
140: — Andrew Flanagan (B) tf. Troy
MacDermott, 27-12, 6:00

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of: NICHOLAS RUGGIERI A/K/A
NICHOLAS A. RUGGIERI, Deceased

Pursuant to the order of James S. LaCorte,
Surrogate of the County of Union, made on
the 6TH day of FEBRUARY, A.D. 2004,
upon the application of the undersigned, as
EXECUTOR of the estate of said deceased,
notice is hereby given to the creditors of said
deceased to exhibit to the subscriber under
oath or affirmation their claims and de-
mands against the estate of said deceased
within six months from the date of said
order.

DONALD T. RUGGIERI
EXECUTOR

ATTORNEYS
VENTURA, MIESOWITZ, ALBANO &
KEOUGH
783 SPRINGFIELD AVENUE
SUMMIT, NEW JERSEY 07901
1 T - 2/12/04, The Times Fee: $19.89

Benjamin Solomon for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING UP FOR THE SHOT…Raider Jen Russell, No. 44, takes a shot as the
Linden Tiger defenders attempt to block the ball. The Raiders overwhelmed the
Tigers, 64-40.

Benjamin Solomon for The Leader and The Times
RECORD HOLDER…Hillary
Klimowicz set the all-time Raider girls
scoring record in the game against
Shabazz.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR A PRIVATE TOUR, PLEASE CONTACT:

Anne Sank-Davis, SRES
Sa le s Asso c iat e

600 Nort h Ave nue West West fie ld, NJ 07090
Direct Line: (908) 233-6313 Offic e: (908) 233-0065

Anne-Sank-Davis@Burgdorff.com

N estled a mid “ Br ightwood’s” beaut y, a priva te la ne leads yo u to t his

pr ist ine Colo nia l ho me. Fro m t he mo me nt yo u enter, yo u are sur ro unde d
by nume ro us architect ura l deta ils– hard wood floors, built- in cab ine tr y,
custo m mo ld ings and appo int me nts. This invit ing nine roo m ho me is idea l
for fa mi ly livin g a nd grac io us ente rta ining. Offe red for $8 89,000.

Call Anne Sank-Davis for details: ( 908) 233-6313
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Blue Devil Mench Wins, Raiders Claim Four Champions;
Oust Roselle Park for Union County Wrestling Title

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

than the Panthers and the Rahway
Indians who finished third with 190
points, it was the efforts of their
teammates who came through big in
the wrestlebacks that also figured
into the winning equation. Sal Gano
placed fifth at 112-lbs, Ronnie Ferrara
placed fifth at 119-lbs and Pat Mineo
avenged his only loss by defeating
Marc Neuwirth of New Providence,
5-4, for third place at 135-lbs.

Anthony Ferrante took sixth at 145-
lbs as did Pedro Coyt at 152-lbs, but
Yoav Nudell, unseeded at 160-lbs,
pulled off some impressive wins to
finish fourth and heavyweight An-
drew Loomis had the tournament of
his career by recording three falls –
the final one in 2:50 over Rahway’s
Ahmen Igbinosum – to seize third.

“It was my best tournament. Of
course! I wasn’t expected to do as
well as I did,” said Loomis. “All the
hard work these past few weeks paid
off. I didn’t get Bouhoutsos this time,
but there’s always regions. Hope-
fully, I can take the districts from
Orr. That’s my number one goal right
now.”

“Yoav had two wins coming into
this. It was huge for him. He’s a
gamer,” said Scholz. “Andrew! We
knew he had it in him. To come
around and stick those guys, he did a
great job.”

Westfield finished ninth with a
total of 69 points. Mench began his

march to the 103-lb crown by pin-
ning Oratory’s Rahman Fuquan in
29 seconds then by using a far side
cradle to rock Adel Afzal of New
Providence to sleep in 1:15 in the
semifinals.

Mench, who had been using a
Madison arm bar to pin his oppo-
nents, explained his switch to the
cradle. “Lately, I have been wres-
tling a lot of smaller kids and they
have been easy to bar up, but these
kids are a lot longer, so I went back
to the cradle.”

In the finals, Mench elevated his
record to 18-0 with a 1:50 fall over
Johnson’s Anthony Priore, using a
tight cradle.

“He was technically very good
and long,” said Mench. “So I worked
the cross face and used the cradle.”

Blue Devil Sam Kramer at 112-lbs
pinned Johnson’s Matt Rusin in 59
seconds then scored two takedowns
and two near falls to win a 10-1,
majority decision over Elizabeth’s
Eric Ogada to get a shot in the finals
at Rahway’s Ryan Wilson, who had
defeated him in overtime earlier in
the season

“I lost to Wilson in overtime. He’s
a great wrestler. I’m looking forward
to a shot at him again.”

In the finals, Wilson had the upper
hand and won via fall in 3:49.

Blue Devil Lee Tomasso, seeded
first at 152-lbs, won a 16-0, technical

fall over Rahway’s Shedrick
Goodridge but was stunned in 2:24
by Cranford’s Pat Hogan in the semis.
Tomasso regained his composure,
won via, 17-2, tech fall over Dan
Fellinger of New Providence then
claimed third place by recording a
12-0, majority decision over
Brearley’s Jon Rego.

After a few remaining dual meets
and the state group sectional tourna-
ments, the next big showdown for
the Raiders and the Blue Devils will
be at the District 11 tournament in
Westfield on February 27-28.

TOP 10 TEAM TOTALS:
1. Scotch Plains-Fanwood (S) 238.5, 2.
Roselle Park (RP) 237, 3. Rahway (R)
190, 4. New Providence (NP) 153.5, 5.
Cranford (C) 134, 6. Brearley (B) 129, 7.
Union 124.5, 8. Linden (L) 97.5, 9.
Westfield (W), Plainfield (P) 69

CHAMPIONSHIPS:
103: — Mench (W) p. Priore (J), 1:50
112: — Wilson (R) p. Kramer (W), 1:49
119: — Darrion Caldwell (R) p. Ross
Baldwin (NP), 2:44
125: — Francavilla (S) d. McCray (R), 8-4
130: — S. Mineo (S) p. Olsen (B), :54
135: — John DeLaurentis (RP) d. Chris
Taglia (C), 10-6
140: — Connolly (S) p. MacDermott (RP),
2:48
145: — Chuck Mueller (U) p. Carlos
Nicasio (R), 4:40
152: — Jim Garrison (RP) p. Hogan (C),
5:41
160: — Jose Nazario (U) p. Ratul
Bhattacharyya (NP), :46
171: — Silber (S) p. VonLInden (U), 2:28
189: — Mallory (NP) d. Bachi (S), 3-1
215: — Carbone (C) p. Fabiano (S), 1:54
Hwt: — Bouhoutsos (RP) d. Orr (L), 4-3

THIRD PLACE:
103: — Afzal (NP) d. Kevin Blatt (RP), 13-
11, OT
112: — Brian Swick (RP) p. Ogada (Eliza-
beth), 5:43
119: — Tom Duffy (U) tf. Ross Soares
(RP), 15-0, 4:20
125: — Blackford (RP) d. Jon Reedy
(NP), 10-3
130: — Pete Jacangelo (U) tf. Joe
Signorella (RP), 17-1, 4:41
135: — P. Mineo (S) d. Neuwirth (NP), 5-4
140: — Carter (P) won forfeit
145: — John Rapczak (Roselle Catholic)
d. Joe Rodriguez (B), 6-3
152: — Tomasso (W) md. Rego (B), 12-0
160: — Ryan McMenamin (B) d. Nudell
(S), 16-11

171: — Wright (RP) md. Connor Shan-
non (B), 17-7
189: — Marquis Maples (Elizabeth) md.
Dutto (L), 15-6
215: — Andre Neblett (R) won injury
default over Loperena (L)
Hwt: — Loomis (S) p. Igbinosum (R), 2:50

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: Orion System Inte-
grators; One Lincoln Highway, Suite 16;
Edison, New Jersey 08820

NATURE OF SERVICE: To provide ser-
vices as a consulting systems administrator
for the purpose of continuity and security of
the Township’s computer systems.

DURATION: January 1, 2004 to Decem-
ber 31, 2004.

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $10,000.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT

FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 2/12/04, The Times Fee: $17.34

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PENN STATE CRADLE…Raider Eric Connolly, front, demonstrates how to
clamp Panther Troy MacDermant with a Penn State cradle in the 140-lb finals.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OUTSTANDING WRESTLER (UPPER WEIGHTS)…Raider Andrew Silber,
head at top, turns Union’s Jesse VonLinden to his back in the 171-lb finals.
Silber pinned VonLinden in 2:28. See photo on page 14.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A BLAST BACK TO THE PAST…Raider Steve Mineo, top, dons a uniform
from the late 1970s as he pins Brearley’s Dom Olsen in :54 with an arm bar and,
eventually, an underhook in the 130lb finals.
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Blue Devils Pick Up Spares,
Capture UC Bowling Crown

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

taking its turn grabbing a slight lead.
“It was one of the most exciting

things I have ever experienced,” ex-
pressed Blue Devil Head Coach Mike
Tirone. “The crowd noise was in-
credible. There was a lot of pressure
on both teams and our kids were
focused. The lead went from our
bowler to their bowler. My biggest
job at that time was to just keep them
calm so as not to overthrow the ball.
We beat a tremendous team. Both
were winners!”

Prior to the tournament, the Blue
Devils added their ninth and 10th
shutouts with 7-0 victories over
Shabazz and Irvington to go with a 5-
2 win over Union. In the UCT first
round on February 2, the Blue Devils
totaled 2,943 to be positioned second
while Linden rolled 3,052 to be posi-
tioned first. Royston rolled the high
game of 267 and had Westfield’s high
series of 696. Dave Palma rolled a 634

series with a high game of 236. Fresh-
man Harrison Mercado jumped into
the lineup and rolled a 504 series.

“He pulled us out of a lot of
trouble,” said Tirone of Mercado.

In the final round, Westfield rolled
a 982 to Linden’s 938 while Roselle
Catholic was right behind at 929 in
Game 1. Westfield totaled 948 in Game
2 and Linden knotted the match with
a 992 to set up the electrifying finale.
Blue Devil Brian Stotter rolled games
of 224, 195 and 204, respectively, for
the team-high series of 623. Palma
rolled a series of 588 with a high game
of 212, Brian Sanders rolled a 574
series and Mercado rolled a 187 in
Game 1 before being replaced by
junior Corey Miller who rolled games
of 182 and 195. Royston anchored
with a necessary 232 in Game 3.

Tirone credited his team in its abil-
ity to pick up spares. “On the Tues-
day before the tournament, we evalu-
ated ourselves and said we needed to
improve our spares. We dedicated
Tuesday’s practice to nothing but
shooting spares and that’s exactly
what helped us win. The entire team
improved on spares.”

Sanders, a lefthander, was 14-for-
14 in picking up the difficult number
7 (corner) pin.

“That was incredible. If he misses
one of them, we lose,” said Tirone.

Crediting Linden, Tirone com-
mented, “To bowl a 2,942 for three
games is amazing. We are talking of
two evenly matched teams, two of
the top-five in the state.”

Despite having an 80-11 record in
the Watchung Conference, includ-
ing 10, 7-0 shutouts, and a UCT
crown under its belt, Tirone felt his
team has yet to reach its full poten-
tial. “We had not had a day where all
five bowlers were at their best at the
same time. If we can put it together,
everybody all at once, we can beat
anybody.”

Blue Devil Cagers Out-Joust
Livingston Lancer Boys, 58-24

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Hearon added five points and five
assists each in the second half. Josh
Gerckens nailed a 3-pointer, grabbed
two rebounds and made two steals
and Tyrell Simmons contributed with
two points. Brian Helweil led the
Lancers with six points.

The 11-6 Blue Devils leaped to a
9-0 run in the first quarter and led,
14-4, by the end of the quarter. Hayes
sparked the attack with his five points,
Korfmacher scored three and
Blackmon hit two.

Westfield used fast breaks, accu-
rate passes and easy lay ups to put the
game out of reach with a 13-4 second
quarter attack led by Venezia,
Cocozziello, Korfmacher and
Blackmon.

Livingston managed 10 points in
the second half but, with a 30-8 lead,
Blue Devil Head Coach Kevin Everly
removed most of his starters except
Blackmon who dominated the boards
and sank seven points. Cocozziello
hit 3-of-4 from the paint and Heron
hit the mark for three as Westfield
ended the quarter with a 45-18 lead.

The Blue Devils resumed the thiev-
ery and held the upper hand to
outpoint Livingston, 13-6, in the
fourth quarter. Venezia unloaded with
four points, Gerckens sank one from
outside the perimeter. Power, Hearon
and Simmons closed out the scoring
with two, respectively.

“We came on strong right from the
onset and just stuck it to them
throughout the whole game,” said
Blackmon. “In a game like this one

today, you just play hard and do what
you can do while you’re in. Some-
times it’s easy to drop your level of
play, although it’s not meant to be, it
happens because the other team is
playing so poorly. The county and
state games are just around the cor-
ner, so we are hoping to get a get a
couple more wins down the stretch
and find ourselves seeded in the num-
ber six spot.”
Livingston   4   4 10   6 24
Westfield 17 13 15 13 58

St. Helen’s Boys Win
Three of Four in Hoops

The St. Helen’s sixth grade boys
basketball team, using a balanced
scoring attack, boosted its record to
12-1 with three wins and a loss in
recent hoops action.

In the, 45-28, win over St. Joseph’s
in Carteret, Pat Sabatino netted eight
points and Stephen Greet scored six.
In the convincing win over OLP of
New Providence, Mike Sheehan fired
in 12 points and Evan Dobra sank 10.

In the third game, Bobby
Oberlander put up 16 points and
Sheehan had 11 while Dobra and
John Bohlinger bucketed 10 points
each. Kevin Clancy had eight points
while Brett Johnson and Stephen
Greet had six apiece. In the, 32-26,
loss to St. Thersea’s of Summit,
Oberlander had six points while Mike
Fietkiewicz and Matt Daly had five
points each.

St. Helen’s Improves
To 17-1 in Lady Hoops
The St. Helen’s 7-8 grade girls

basketball team upped its record to
17-1 with three wins over the Janu-
ary 31 weekend. St Helen’s used a
balanced scoring attack in all games
and continued to roll in both the
Metuchen and Union county CYO
leagues.

Game 1 scoring: Erin Miller 8-3-
2-27, Gabrielle O’Leary 4-0-4-12,
Stephanie Slodyczka 8-0-3-19, Claire
Bennett 1-0-2-4, Danielle Infantino
2-0-0-4, Rose Driscoll 3-0-0-6, Alli
MacDonald 2-0-1-5, Alli Oberlander
0-0-1-1.

Game 2 scoring: Miller 5-0-2-12,
G. O’Leary 3-0-3-9, Slodyczka 6-0-
0-12, Bennett 3-0-0-6, Infantino 6-0-
0-12, Driscoll 1-0-0-2, MacDonald 6-
0-3-15, Charlotte O’Leary 1-0-0-2.

Game 3 scoring: Miller 6-1-1-16,
G. O’Leary 2-0-0-4, Slodyczka 5-0-
0-10, Bennett 3-0-6-12, Infantino 4-
0-0-8, Driscoll 1-0-0-2, MacDonald
7-1-2-19, Oberlander 2-0-2-4, C.
O’Leary 1-0-0-2.

Westfield 8th Wins 2
In Girls Basketball

The Westfield eighth grade girls
travel basketball team increased
its record to 16-3 with two wins
over the weekend of January 31.

In the first game, Erin Miller
dropped in 14 points and Stephanie
Slodyczka followed with 10 points
and 12 rebounds. Gabrielle
O’Leary sank nine points and Alli
MacDonald had three points and
10 rebounds. Claire Bennett had
two points and 12 rebounds,
Danielle Infantino had two points
and Rose Driscoll had three points
and eight assists.

In the, 44-20, win over the Sparks,
Miller had 15 points, O’Leary had
14 and Infantino netted seven while
Slodyczka had two points and 14
rebounds. Bennett scored two
points and pulled 10 rebounds and
MacDonald put in two points and
grabbed 12 rebounds. Driscoll had
two points and seven assists.

High School Boys, Girls
Varsity Swimming Results:

FEBRUARY 3:
Boys: Westfield 102, Bergen Catholic 68
50 free: Eric Miller (B) 23.24
100 free: Miller (B) 51.53
200 free: Bill Switter (B) 1:53.24
500 free: Switter (B) 5:04.69
100 breast: Dan Chabanov (W) 1:13.08
100 fly: Pat Daurio (W) 58.25
100 back: Brian Lloyd (B) 1:00.56
200 IM: Chris Heinen (W) 2:08.32
200 free relay: W (Daurio, Brandon Cuba,
Dave Hedman, Luke Baran) 1:38.21
400 free relay: B (Matt Albanese, Keith
Connors, Lloyd, Miller) 3:51.88
200 medley relay: W (Chabanov, An-
drew Prunesti, Baran, Kevin Hobson)
1:50.04

Girls: Immaculate Heart 108,
Westfield 62
50 free: Mary Langan (I) 26.65
100 free: Amanda Dickson (W) 57.84
200 free: Amanda Curley (I) 2:05.08
500 free: Robin Ficcarelli (I) 5:33.33
100 breast: Jackie De la Fuente (W)
1:12.66
100 fly: Megan Marino (I) 1:01.48
100 back: Erin Carrather (I) 1:04.26
200 IM: Alexa Waldren (I) 2:19.93
200 free relay: I (Lindsay Pisani, Maggie
Krivak, Christine Williams, Langan)
1:47.33
400 free relay: I (Alexis Fatigani, Krivak,

Liz Ruggerio, Langan) 3:56.55
200 medley relay: I (Carrather, Christina
DiNapoli, Marino, Langan) 1:57.11

FEBRUARY 5:
Boys: Westfield 89, Lawrenceville 81
50 free: John Geissinger (L) 22.16
100 free: Geissinger (L) 48.4
200 free: Dave Grauer (L) 1:53.25
500 free: Chris Heinen (W) 5:08.16
100 breast: Pat Daurio (W) 1:04.15
100 fly: Daurio (W) 57.17
100 back: Ryan Bartholomew (W) 57.66
200 IM: Bartholomew (W) 2:06.18
200 free relay: L (Andrew Heinbuch, Chris
Hermey, Gerald Young, Grauer) 1:34.7
400 free relay: L (Porter Diehl, Grauer,
Nick Johnson, Geissinger) 3:23.51
200 medley relay: L (Matt Poss, Brad
Gulick, Heimbuck, Geissinger) 1:44.18

Girls: Westfield 101, Lawrenceville 69
50 free: Kirsten Selert (W) 26.72
100 free: Brittany Reyes (W) 58.53
200 free: Courtney Crane (L) 2:04.07
500 free: Kyle Engelman (L) 5:32.61
100 breast: Morgan Dever (L) 1:09.1
100 fly: Crane (L) 1:01.95
100 back: Becky Fallon (W) 1:05.89
200 IM: Callagy (L) 2:54.59
200 free relay: L (Crane, Soleil Roberts,
Engelman, Dever) 1:45.44
400 free relay: W (Selert, Reyes, Danielle
Heffernan, Suzanna Fowler) 3:57.93
200 medley relay: L (Callagy, Dever,
Crane, Roberts) 1:57.15

Girls: Scotch Plains-Fanwood 89,
Metuchen 81
50 free: Renae Sharkey (M) 26.43
100 free: Amanda Cameron (S) 55.95
200 free: Cameron (S) 2:02.82
500 free: Meghan Wallace (M) 5:43.41
100 breast: Kelly Morris (M) 1:10.98
100 fly: Catherine Hetzel (M) 1:02.13
100 back: Sharkey (M) 1:05.55
200 IM: Hetzel (M) 2:19.21
200 free relay: S (Meral Akyuz, Jillian
Murphy, Brittany Larkin, Cameron)
1:47.42
400 free relay: M (Melissa Wallace,
Meghan Wallace, Hetzel, Morris) not re-
corded
200 medley relay: M (Sharkey, Morris,
Hetzel, Megan Stevens) 1:58

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a regular
meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tues-
day, February 10, 2004 the following ordi-
nances entitled:

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRI-
ATING THE SUM OF $130,000
FROM THE NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF TRANS-
PORTATION IN CONNECTION
WITH THE PROJECT KNOWN
AS “PLAINFIELD AVENUE
IMPROVEMENTS, SECTION
1”

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CHAPTER 10 SECTION 10-1.5
OF THE GENERAL ORDI-
NANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS EN-
TITLED “PARKS AND GOLF
COURSE”

were duly adopted on second and final
reading.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 2/12/04, The Times Fee: $25.50

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UC COACH OF THE YEAR…Raider Head Wrestling Coach John Scholz,
right, received the Union County Coach of the Year Award from Brearley Head
Coach Brian Lucciani prior to the Union County Wrestling finals.
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Presidents’ Day Programs
Announced at Trailside

MOUNTAINSIDE – Trailside
Nature and Science Center is offer-
ing “February Festivities” – a series
of nature oriented family and
children’s programs during the Presi-
dents’ holiday vacation days, Febru-
ary 14 through 19.

The fee for each program is $4 per
person for in-county residents and
$5 per person for out-of-county visi-
tors unless otherwise noted.

“The Journey of Sap to Syrup”
will be presented on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 14 from 10 to 11 a.m. and on
Monday, February 16 or Tuesday,
February 17 from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.
The program will allow participants
of all ages to discover the history of
maple syrup from Native Americans
to home production toady. Families
will view a slide-illustrated talk,
handle maple sugaring equipment,
take part in a taste test to try to
identify the real maple syrup, and
see a tap in action on a live sugar
maple tree.

“The World of Coyote” will be
presented on Saturday, February 14
from 1 to 2 p.m. for families with
children ages six and older accom-
panied by an adult. The program
explores the habits and habitats of
the newest residents of the Watchung
Reservation.

“Wildlife Watch” will be presented
on Saturday, February 14 and on
Monday and Tuesday, February 16
and 17 from 3 to 4:30 p.m. Partici-
pants will go on a winter exploration
in search of signs and sounds of
resident animals. The hike will con-
clude with a campfire marshmallow
toast and hot chocolate.

During “Vertebrates of New Jer-
sey,” presented on Monday and Tues-

day, February 16 and 17 from 10 to
11:30 a.m., families with children
ages six and older accompanied by
an adult can discover interesting facts
about fish, amphibians, reptiles and
mammals through a slide-illustrated
talk. Then participants will meet live
reptiles and a mammal and learn
how they have adapted to live in New
Jersey habitats.

“Discover Dinosaurs” will be pre-
sented on Monday, February 16 from
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. for four and five
year old children accompanied by
an adult, will encourage kids to use
their imagination and become a pa-
leontologist to uncover the past.
Children will search for dinosaur
“bones” and assemble a large dino
puzzle. The fee for this class is $5
per person for in-county residents
and $6 per person for out of county
residents.

“Nocturnal Neighbors” will be
presented on Tuesday, February 17
from 7 to 8 p.m. for ages six and
older accompanied by an adult, will
begin with a brief slide presentation
to learn who our nocturnal neigh-
bors are. Then take a hike to look for
signs and sounds of Trailside’s
nightlife. The fee for this workshop
is $5 per person for in-county resi-
dents and $6 per person for out-of-
county residents. Please dress
warmly.

Additional “Two of Us” and “Small
Day” magnet workshops have been
added for this special event. For a
complete list of February programs
or for information on upcoming
events and summer camp, call
Trailside at (908) 789-3670. Trailside
is located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside.

•

CLASSIFIEDS

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE SPACE

Westfield law firm has excess
office and secretarial space.
Premier location with off-street
parking. Must be low key,
professional or business user.

Call (908) 233-9000

WANTED - HOUSE FOR RENT

Westfield - Local Couple with
mature dog seeking unfurnished

home with 3 bedrooms and 2
baths, more a plus.

Please call (908) 654-5514

HELP WANTED

School Lunch Aide
11:00 am to 1:00 pm - 5 days per
week - $10. per hour. Set-up/
clean-up for daily school lunch.
Please fax letter of interest to:
(908) 232-6877 or mail to: Theresa
Ackerman, Principal, Crossroads
School, 45 Cardinal Drive,
Westfield, NJ 07090 AA/EOE

HELP WANTED

Dog Walker/Pet Sitter
Responsible, caring, adult
Start Immed. PT. Flex Hrs.

For local business
(908) 928-1748

HELP WANTED

Driver wanted for local deliveries.
Must have valid license and own
insured auto. Late AM. $7.50 hr.
Mileage reimbrsmt, tips.
Apply at HoneyBaked Ham,
1549 Route 22, Watchung.

HOUSE FOR RENT

3-Bedroom Colonial in
Westfield, Centrally Located to

Bus, Trains & Schools.
Call After 5:30 P.M.

(908) 233-9326

BUSINESS FOR SALE

Gift Basket and Gourmet business
in Scotch Plains. Retail, Corporate
and Internet clients. Great
opportunity for the right person, lots
of potential. $20k takes all, terms
possible. Call (908) 322-7388.

PT CHILDCARE

After school transportation,
companionship and supervision
for two older children in Westfield.
M-F 2:45 to 6:45. Must have valid
NJ driver’s license and references.

Call (908) 256-6859.

LOST CAT

Lost: A Male white cat with orange
spots. Last seen Sunday 2/1/04 in
Scotch Plains area adjacent to
Lambertmill Road. Answers to
Buster. Please call. (908) 233-6720

WESTFIELD HOME FOR SALE

Ranch 3 Bdrm, 2 Bth, LR w/frpl,
EIK, DR, HW flrs, 2 car gar. near
Jefferson school, new HVAC,
85x105, Many updates. Move in
condition. $440k (845) 687-5443

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.

Call 1-866-BURGDORFF

PIANO LESSONS

TEACHING SINCE 1970
(908) 889-4095

FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
OVERSIZED 2 CAR GARAGE

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY,
SAFE, SECURE LOCATION,

IDEAL FOR STORAGE
$250.00/M

Call Lori (973) 397-3541

AUTO FOR SALE

95 Pontiac Grand Prix,
4-Door, Green, Low Mileage,

Excellent Condition.
Best Offer

Call (908) 665-2527

MATH TUTOR

Ivy-level mathematics degree,
proven results. Calculus,
statistics, trigonometry, math
SATs.  Joe (908) 781-0888.

SALES HELP WANTED

Valpak, america’s largest direct
mail company, has opportunities
for outside sales in Union County.
Client list provided. Must have
positive attitude, enthusiasm,
determination and self motivation.
Half our reps earn 6 figures.
Starting salary, commission,
benefits, 401K, profit sharing. Call
Jeff at (973) 994-9424.

EDUCATION

Infant Caregivers.
Full & Part Time pos. avail.

Experience preferred.
Westfield location.
Call Liz or Cheryl
(908) 518-0900

SELL YOUR STUFF ON eBAY

We Pick Up Your Merchandise &
Sell It On eBay! We create &
manage your auction to over 96
million people worldwide. Once
the item sells, we collect your
money from the winning bidder,
package & ship. You receive a
check within 10 days. It’s that
easy! www.dynamic-auctions.com.

(908) 315-0144.

CIRCLE ME

LOOKING TO START NOW? We
are filling Temp-Perm Customer
Service Positions. Great Pay,
Flexible Schedule, Cond. Apply.
Call Now! Union (908) 964-9957,
Bridgewater (908) 203-9966

Grammy Nominee to Give
Benefit Concert at Church

SUMMIT – Gospel/inspirational
recording artist and Grammy Award
nominee Wintley Phipps will per-
form a benefit concert on Sunday,
February 22, at the Fountain Baptist
Church of Summit.

All proceeds will benefit the Inter-
faith Council for the Homeless of
Union County, headquartered in
Plainfield.

The concert will begin at 5 p.m.
There is no admission charge, al-
though there will be a collection of
free-will donations.

A bass baritone, motivational
speaker and education activist, Mr.
Phipps has sung for every United
States President since Jimmy Carter.
He was nominated for Grammy

Awards in 1988 and 1989.
The Trinidad native has performed

for Mother Teresa of Calcutta, Presi-
dent Nelson Mandela of South Africa,
the Billy Graham Crusades, the Vatican,
the National Easter Seal Telethon and
the Rosa Parks Birthday Celebration.

The Fountain Baptist Church is
located at 116 Glenside Avenue. For
more information about the concert,
please call Sayydah Garrett at (908)
753-4001, extension no. 10.

Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com
®REALTOR®REALTOR

Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a public hearing on MON-
DAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2004, at 8:00 pm in
Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue to
hear the Preliminary and Final Site Plan
application for A. DeLuca Paving, LLC, for 1
Lindsey Avenue, Block 6801, Lot 43 located
in the M-1 Industrial Zone which proposes
the construction of a contractor’s storage
garage and the improvement of Lindsey
Avenue.

The applicant will seek any waivers
deemed necessary.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspection
during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 2/12/04, The Times Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that on February
25, 2004 at 8:00 P.M. in the Borough Hall of
the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey the Plan-
ning Board will hold a public hearing for the
erection of a deck at 122 Woodland Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey also known as Block
44, Lot 21 as shown on the Fanwood Tax
Map. The following variance is requested
from the Land Use Ordinance of the Bor-
ough of Fanwood:

Sec. 184-110E(6); Variance Requested:
Rear setback; Permitted: 25 feet; Present:
30 feet; Proposed: 20 feet

The application will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of the
application or amendment(s) to the applica-
tion.

All interested persons maybe present and
heard.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during normal
business hours from the Secretary of the
Board at the Administration Offices of the
Borough of Fanwood at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Salvatore & Camille Sigona
122 Woodland Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 2/12/04, The Times Fee: $28.56
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hands-on, practical experience, while
allowing me to determine which prac-
tice area is of interest to me.”

Ms. Vir received her Juris Doctor-
ate from Rutgers School of Law in
Newark. She served as the Managing

Editor of the Rutgers
Computer and Technol-
ogy Law Journal, in which
her article, “The Blame
Game: Can Internet Ser-
vice Providers Be Held
Liable for Semantic At-
tacks?” (29 Rutgers Comp
Tech L.J. 193 (2003)), was
published. She also served
as a legal intern with Hon-
orable Alfred Lechner, Jr.,
U. S. District Court, Dis-
trict of New Jersey (ret.).

Prior to attending law school, Ms.
Vir was a business analyst with
American Management Systems, Inc.
She graduated from The College of
William and Mary in Williamsburg,
Virginia, with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Government.

Originally from Parsippany, Ms.
Vir currently resides in Summit.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-18075-99
FILE NO. 7911-03

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
SCHAEFER PROPERTIES,
INC.;ICC CHEMICAL CORPO-
RATION; PRIOR CHEMICAL
CORPORATION;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon CASALE &
PELLEGRINO, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is GATEHALL 1,
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054, an
Answer to the Complaint and Amendment
to Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in which
CAROL SEGAL is the plaintiff and
SCHAEFER PROPERTIES, INC., ET ALS;
are defendants, pending in the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division,
UNION County and bearing Docket No. F-
18075-99 within thirty-five (35) days after
February 12, 2004 exclusive of such date. If
you fail to answer or appear in accordance
with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may
be rendered against you for relief demanded
in the Complaint and Amendment to Com-
plaint. You shall file your Answer and Proof
of Service in duplicate with the Clerk of the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Hughes Jus-
tice Complex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jer-
sey 08625, in accordance with the Rules of
Civil Practice and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you cannot
afford an attorney, you may communicate
with the Legal Services Office of the County
of Venue. The telephone number of such
agencies are as follows: Lawyer Referral
Service 908-353-4715 - Legal Services
Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax sale
certificates: 1. A certain tax certificate 93-
102, recorded on 1/20/1994, made by JO-
SEPH J. KMET, Collector of Taxes of
TOWNSHIP OF UNION, and State of New
Jersey to AMERICAN PROGRESSIVE
LIFE and subsequently assigned to plaintiff,
CAROL SEGAL. This covers real estate
located in TOWNSHIP OF UNION, County
of UNION, and State of New Jersey, known
as LOT 15 BLOCK 405 as shown on the Tax
Assessment Map and Tax Map duplicate of
TOWNSHIP OF UNION. and concerns
premises commonly known as 1255 MAGIE
AVENUE, TOWNSHIP OF UNION, New
Jersey.

2. A certain tax certificate 94-101, re-
corded on 1/17/1995, made by JOSEPH J.
KMET, Collector of Taxes of TOWNSHIP
OF UNION, and State of New Jersey to
CAROL SEGAL and subsequently assigned
to plaintiff, CAROL SEGAL. This covers
real estate located in TOWNSHIP OF
UNION, County of UNION, and State of
New Jersey, known as LOT 15 BLOCK 405
as shown on the Tax Assessment Map and
Tax Map duplicate of TOWNSHIP OF
UNION. and concerns premises commonly
known as 1255 MAGIE AVENUE, TOWN-
SHIP OF UNION, New Jersey.

3. A certain tax certificate 95-101, re-
corded on 2/28/1996, made by JOSEPH J.

KMET, Collector of Taxes of TOWNSHIP
OF UNION, and State of New Jersey to
CAROL SEGAL and subsequently assigned
to plaintiff, CAROL SEGAL. This covers
real estate located in TOWNSHIP OF
UNION, County of UNION, and State of
New Jersey, known as LOT 15 BLOCK 405
as shown on the Tax Assessment Map and
Tax Map duplicate of TOWNSHIP OF
UNION. and concerns premises commonly
known as 1255 MAGIE AVENUE, TOWN-
SHIP OF UNION, New Jersey.

4. A certain tax certificate 96-107, re-
corded on 2/3/1997, made by MARK J.
BELLOTTI, Collector of Taxes of TOWN-
SHIP OF UNION, and State of New Jersey
to 1ST UNION NAT BK/BREEN CAP GRP
and subsequently assigned to plaintiff,
CAROL SEGAL. This covers real estate
located in TOWNSHIP OF UNION, County
of UNION, and State of New Jersey, known
as LOT 15 BLOCK 405 as shown on the Tax
Assessment Map and Tax Map duplicate of
TOWNSHIP OF UNION. and concerns
premises commonly known as 1255 MAGIE
AVENUE, TOWNSHIP OF UNION, New
Jersey.

5. A certain tax certificate 97-106, re-
corded on 1/22/1998, made by TERRI
MAGNUSSON, Collector of Taxes of
TOWNSHIP OF UNION, and State of New
Jersey to BCIC FUNDING CORPORA-
TION and subsequently assigned to plain-
tiff, CAROL SEGAL. This covers real es-
tate located in TOWNSHIP OF UNION,
County of UNION, and State of New Jersey,
known as LOT 15 BLOCK 405 as shown on
the Tax Assessment Map and Tax Map
duplicate of TOWNSHIP OF UNION. and
concerns premises commonly known as
1255 MAGIE AVENUE, TOWNSHIP OF
UNION, New Jersey.

6. A certain tax certificate 980008, re-
corded on 1/27/1999, made by TERRI
MAGNUSSON, C.T.C., Collector of Taxes
of TOWNSHIP OF UNION, and State of
New Jersey to FIRST UNION, AGENT
FOR BREEN and subsequently assigned
to plaintiff, CAROL SEGAL. This covers
real estate located in TOWNSHIP OF
UNION, County of UNION, and State of
New Jersey, known as LOT 15 BLOCK 405
as shown on the Tax Assessment Map and
Tax Map duplicate of TOWNSHIP OF
UNION. and concerns premises commonly
known as 1255 MAGIE AVENUE, TOWN-
SHIP OF UNION, New Jersey.

YOU, SCHAEFER PROPERTIES, INC.,
are made party defendant to the above fore-
closure action because you are the owner of
a property which is the subject of the above
entitled action.

YOU, ICC CHEMICAL CORPORATION
AND PRIOR CHEMICAL CORPORA-
TION, are joined as Defendants by virtue of
an Assignment from First Union National
Bank of Uniform Commercial Code Number
000003 to ICC Chemical Corporation and
Prior Chemical Corporation on March 21,
1996, recorded in the Office of the Register
of Union County on April 8, 1996.
DATED: February 5, 2004

Donald F. Phelan,
Clerk of the Superior Court

of New Jersey
CASALE & PELLEGRINO, L.L.C.
1 Gatehall Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey  07054
1 T - 2/12/04, The Leader Fee: $128.52

PUBLIC NOTICE

SAGE HomeCare Once Again
Reaccredited With Distinction
SUMMIT – The Board of Direc-

tors of the Commission on Accredi-
tation for Home Care has reaccred-
ited with distinction SAGE
HomeCare in Summit for its home-
maker-home health aide services.

This is the fifth consecutive year in
which the eldercare agency in Sum-
mit has passed its home care inspec-
tion with distinction, meaning there
were no deficiencies in the survey
process and no recommendations for
improvement.

“We are very pleased that our home
care services have been recognized
by the commission for their quality
of care,” said Kathy Lyons, Director
of SAGE HomeCare. “The staff are
dedicated to providing quality care
to our elderly and much needed sup-
port to their families.”

Accreditation involves an exten-
sive evaluation and review process to
insure that home care agencies in
New Jersey are maintaining strict,
defined standards. Once accredited,
agencies must undergo annual moni-
toring to insure compliance to the
standards. Re-accreditation is
awarded annually to those agencies
that maintain strict standards of qual-
ity home care.

The Commission on Accreditation

for Home Care was established in
1985 as a major initiative to promote
and enforce quality assurance stan-
dards for home care in New Jersey.

Founded in 1954, SAGE provides
various services to older adults and
their caregivers in Union, Morris,
Somerset and Essex counties.

Besides HomeCare, these pro-
grams include the Spend-a-Day Adult
Day Health Center, SHIP (State
Health Assistance Insurance Pro-
gram) of Union County, Meals-on-
Wheels, a bill paying and a shopping
service, and InfoCare, an informa-
tion and referral service, as well as a
resale shop and furniture repair ser-
vice. For additional information on
SAGE and its services, please call
(908) 273-5550.NJ/IABC Honors Pat Andreoni Elko

For Communications Excellence

BEST IN SHOW…Patricia Andreoni Elko, center, received the “Best in Show”
communications award from NJ/IABC 2003 President Dennis Chominsky, left,
and 2004 President Andrew Miller.

SCOTCH PLAINS –Pat Andreoni
Elko of Andreoni & Associates has
won a 2003 IRIS Award from The
New Jersey Chapter of the Interna-
tional Association of Business Com-
municators (NJ/IABC).

Ms. Andreoni Elko received the
“Best in Show” award for Communi-
cation Management as well as an
Award of Excellence in the state-
wide competition. Both awards were
for her work on “Build on the Rock,”
a marketing communications cam-
paign for Prudential Mortgage Capi-
tal Company, one of the nation’s
leading providers of commercial
mortgages. Ms. Andreoni Elko was
honored at the annual NJ/IABC award
ceremony on January 29, at Head-
quarters Plaza Hotel in Morristown.

Ms. Andreoni Elko is principal of
Andreoni & Associates, a business
writing and communications firm
founded in 1995. Clients include
major corporations in the financial
services, investment management,
pharmaceutical, food, consumer
packaged goods, retail and technol-
ogy industries. Ms. Andreoni Elko
has more than 20 years experience in
the corporate communications field,
including management positions in
internal, external and marketing com-
munications.

Her communications background
includes special events, marketing,
strategic communications planning,
publications management, editing
and writing for a broad range of
media. A graduate of Douglass Col-
lege, Rutgers University, she holds a
Master of Arts degree in Media Stud-
ies from the New School for Social
Research, New York City. Ms.
Andreoni Elko is a former Board
Member of the NJ/IABC and will be
a featured speaker at its next pro-
gramming event on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 26.

The “Build on the Rock” market-
ing capabilities package was one of

300 entries evaluated in the NJ/IABC
IRIS Award program, which cel-
ebrates excellence in communica-
tions. Entries were judged on inno-
vative and effective use of media,
overall quality of writing, design,
execution, and successful achieve-
ment of communications objectives.
Categories included communications
campaigns, electronic and interac-
tive communications, audiovisual
communications, publications (non-
subscription), design, publication
redesign, branding and identify ef-
forts, writing, photography and spe-
cial purpose communications.

IABC, the International Associa-
tion of Business Communicators,
provides products, services, activi-
ties and networking opportunities to
more than 13,000 IABC members
worldwide, helping individuals and
organizations achieve excellence in
public relations, employee commu-
nication, marketing communication,
public affairs and other forms of
communication. For more informa-
tion on the New Jersey chapter, visit
the Web site at www.njiabc.com.

Monica Vir Added to
Lindabury Business Practice

Monica Vir

WESTFIELD – As the firm ap-
proaches its 50-year milestone,
Lindabury, McCormick & Estabrook
continues its steady growth, announc-
ing the addition of Monica Vir as the
firm’s newest associate. Ms. Vir first
became affiliated with the
firm as a summer associ-
ate in 2002.

“While at Lindabury as
a summer associate, we
were impressed with
Monica’s skills and abili-
ties in working on various
issues of law,” said Stephen
Santola, Lindabury’s hir-
ing manager. “Monica
embodies those character-
istics we strive to cultivate
in every generation of new
attorneys at Lindabury.”

“I appreciate the opportunity to
join a firm that provides me with
experience in a number of different
practice areas,” said Ms. Vir. “I’m
currently working with attorneys on
employment law, tax and estate law,
and general business law issues.
Lindabury has already offered me

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting
of the Township Council of the Township of
Scotch Plains, held in the Council Cham-
bers in the Municipal Building of said Town-
ship on Tuesday, February 10, 2004, there
was introduced, read for the first time, and
passed on such first reading, the following
ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CHAPTER VII OF THE GEN-
ERAL ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS ENTITLED “TRAF-
FIC”

Purpose: Establishing parking regulations
on a portion of Concord Road - 2 hour
parking 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. school days only
from its intersection with Old Farm Rd. to a
point 330 feet south therefrom.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, February 24, 2004 at 8:00 p.m. in
the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of such
ordinance shall from time to time be ad-
journed, and all persons interested will be
given an opportunity to be heard concerning
such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from the
office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 2/12/04, The Times Fee: $34.17

 Prescription Reimbursement
To Be Addressed at Seminar

MOUNTAINSIDE – Brighton
Gardens of Mountainside, a Sunrise
Senior Living Community, will spon-
sor a free prescription reimburse-

ment seminar on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 18, at 6:30 p.m.

It will take place at Brighton Gar-
dens of Mountainside, located at 1350
Route 22, West, in Mountainside.
Refreshments will be served.

Michael C. Christian, President of
Patient Advocate Solutions, will dis-
cuss how many major pharmaceuti-
cal companies have assistance pro-
grams to make their medication more
affordable or even free to senior citi-
zens.

He will also explain how to com-
plete the forms necessary to partici-
pate in the program. The first 20
participants will be entitled to a free
consultation with the specialist.
Space is limited.

Reservations are required and may
be made by calling (908) 654-4460.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: Michael R. Buchalski;
Buchalski, Reynolds & Brodowski; 84
West Main Street; Freehold, New Jersey
07728

NATURE OF SERVICE: To provide ser-
vices of an appraiser to assist the Township
in certain tax appeals.

DURATION: Until completion of same.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $15,000.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT

FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 2/12/04, The Times Fee: $16.83

Cranford
Move right in! Eight room Colonial features living room with fireplace, formal 
dining room, eat-in kitchen, first floor family room, three bedrooms and two and 
one half baths. Ideally located on a 50x150 property, this home is close to town, 
schools and NYC transportation. Offered at $417,900. 

Kenilworth 
Versatile spacious Kenilworth home features nine rooms, four bedrooms and two 
baths. The home works well as a Mother/Daughter home: ground level has galley 
kitchen, marble tiled bath, bedroom and family room. Upper level offers crown 
moldings, updated kitchen with sliders to deck. A must see at $390,000.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Invitations are extended to qualified Bid-
ders to bid for the following Project:

RESIDENTIAL CLEAN UP

Bids will be accepted only by mail or in
person to the Office of the Township Clerk,
Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
(ATTN: Barbara Riepe, Township Clerk)
until April 5, 2004 at 10:00 AM. The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains (hereinafter “Town-
ship”) shall not be responsible for any bid
mailed which is lost in transit or delivered
late by the Postal Service. At the above time,
the bids will be publicly opened and read
aloud. All bids must be presented in sealed
envelopes which are clearly marked “Bid
for Residential Clean Up”. No bid will be
received after the time and date specified.

After receipt of bids, no bid may be with-
drawn within sixty (60) days after the date of
the bid opening except if provided for herein.
The bid of any Bidder who consents to an
extension may be held for consideration for
a longer period of time as may be agreed
upon between Bidder and the Township.

All bids must be on the bid forms provided
by the Township of Scotch Plains in the Bid
Package. Specifications and bid forms may
be obtained at a fee of non-refundable twenty-
five dollars ($25.00) at the Department of
Public Property, 2445 Plainfield Avenue,
Scotch Plains, between the hours of 8:30AM
and 3:30PM, Monday through Friday.

Bid proposals and all required documents
must be completed and submitted by the
date as set forth above. All documents in the
enclosed Bid Package must accompany the
bid proposal.

In addition to the above documents, a
certified check, cashier’s check or bid bond
issued by a responsible bank, trust com-
pany or insurance company, payable to the
Township of Scotch Plains shall be submit-
ted with each bid as a guaranty that if a
contract is awarded the Bidder shall ex-
ecute said Contract. The Bid Security shall
be in the amount of ten percent (10%) of the
total amount of the bid or Twenty Thousand
Dollars ($20,000.00), whichever is lower.

The Successful Bidder shall be required
to submit a Performance Bond in an amount
equal to one hundred percent (100%) of the
amount of the accepted bid at the time of
contract execution. A Consent of Surety
regarding bonds required by the Contract
Documents shall also be submitted with the
bid. Sureties shall be licensed and/or autho-
rized to transact business in the State of
New Jersey and be acceptable to the Au-
thority.

All bid Security, except the Bid Security of
the three (3) apparent lowest responsible
Bidders shall, if requested in writing, be
returned after ten (10) days from the open-
ing of the bids (Sundays and holiday ex-
cepted) and the bids of such Bidders shall
be considered withdrawn.

The Township reserves the right to reject
any or all bids, and to waive immaterial
informalities, or to accept any bid which, in
the opinion of the Township of Scotch Plains,
will be in the best interest of the Township all
in accordance with the New Jersey Local
Public Contracts Law N.J.S.A. 40A:111 et
seq. In the event of an equal or tie bid, the
Township shall award the bid to the Bidder
which, in the Township’s sole discretion,
best serves the interest of the Township.

The Township also reserves the right to
reject any and all bids if sufficient funds are
not available and/or appropriated.

The selected Bidder, will, within seven (7)
days of award of the bid, enter into an
appropriate contact with the Township.

All Bidders must comply with P.L. 1975,
Chapter 127, entitled “An Act Relating to
Affirmative Action in Relation to Discrimina-
tion in Connection with Certain Public Con-
tracts and Supplementing the ‘Law Against
Discrimination’ approved April 16, 1945 (P.L.
1945, Chapter 169)”, N.J.A.C. 17:27, as
amended from time to time, the Americans
With Disability Act and P.L. 1977, Chapter
33.

Where applicable, prevailing wage rate
shall be paid to all workers on the job as per
N.J.A.C. 34:1156, 25 et seq.

BY ORDER OF THE MAYOR AND
COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS BY THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 2/12/04, The Times Fee: $89.25

Scrapbooking to
Be Topic of Next

Genealogical Meeting
WESTFIELD – “Organizing

Your Scrapbook” will be the topic
of Christine Guido at the general
meeting of the Genealogical Soci-
ety of the West Fields from 10 a.m.
until noon on Saturday, February
14, in the Meeting Room of the
Westfield Memorial Library, 550
East Broad Street, Westfield.

Ms. Guido’s program will be of
special interest to everyone who
would like to sort and organize all
their pictures, articles, letters and
other valuable information into a
scrapbook that would best tell a
genealogical story of their ances-
try and descendants.

Ms. Guido, who appeared last
year on Stephen Conte’s TV show
“Family Historian,” is currently
working in three scrapbook stores
where she teaches basic techniques
and layout courses. She also runs a
small business related to
scrapbooking where she creates lay-
out kits and diecut embellishments.

The program is open to the pub-
lic at no charge. Light refresh-
ments will be served at the begin-
ning of the program. For further
information call Bob Miller (908)
233-6360.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Nugent Association Sets
Membership Social

COUNTY – The Joseph Nugent
Sr. Association of Union County will
hold its 71st annual Membership
Social on Sunday, February 22, from
3 to 7 p.m. at Knights of Columbus
Council No. 253 on Union Avenue in
Elizabeth.

Admission is $20 per person, which
includes food, beer, soda, wine and
the 2004 membership dues. There
will be continuous, live, Irish-Ameri-
can entertainment featuring The
Eamon Ryan Band.

The Nugent Association, founded
in 1933, is the oldest independent
Irish-American organization in New
Jersey. It is dedicated to civic in-
volvement.

For more information on the Mem-
bership Social, please call Maureen
Dowling at (908) 206-9107, the
Knights of Columbus at (908) 355-
2253 or Kevin Dowling at (732) 594-
1763.

Cell Phones to Be
Collected for Victims
Of Domestic Violence
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Junior Woman’s Club is join-
ing corporations, small businesses,
and individuals in the national “Do-
nate a Phone CALL to PROTECT”
campaign to collect old wireless
phones which provide domestic vio-
lence victims with a lifeline in an
emergency.

The program, started by the Wire-
less Foundation, Motorola and Na-
tional Coalition Against Domestic
Violence, was designed to collect
old wireless phones then refurbish,
reprogram, and distribute them to
victims in need. To date, thousands
of people across the country have
donated their phones. Unfortu-
nately, there are an estimated four
million domestic violence victims
each year, so more phones are
needed.

The Scotch Plains Junior
Woman’s Club will be collecting
phones starting Saturday, February
21 thru Saturday, February 28 at
the Scotch Plains Public Library,
the Scotch Plains YMCA, the
Scotch Plains JCC and Valley Na-
tional Bank on Westfield Avenue.

For more information on the Do-
nate a Phone CALL to PROTECT
campaign, call 1-888-901-SAFE or
visit www.donateaphone.com.

For more information call (908)
490-0164.
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Allstate Donates to WF Jaycees
For ‘Child Shield’ Program

CHILD SHIELD…Ron Bansky of Westfield, Exclusive Agent for Allstate New
Jersey, makes a donation to Jeff Pinkins, Westfield Jaycees president (left) and
Jaycees member James Foerst, on behalf of Allstate New Jersey. New Jersey
Assemblyman Dr. Eric Muñoz (second from right) was also on hand to receive
the donation. The funds will be used for the Child Shield program.

WESTFIELD– Allstate New Jer-
sey Insurance Company (Allstate
New Jersey) recently donated $1,000
to the Westfield Jaycees in support of
the group’s “Child Shield” Program.

Through the Child Shield initia-
tive, the Westfield Jaycees work with
the Westfield Police Department and
the Board of Education to designate
one home in every neighborhood
where a child may seek assistance in
an emergency situation.

Ron Bansky of Westfield, Exclu-
sive Agent for Allstate New Jersey,
made the donation to Jeff Pinkins,
Westfield Jaycees president and Jay-
cees member James Foerst, on be-
half of Allstate New Jersey. Mr.
Bansky, who is also a member of the
Jaycees, has worked actively to im-
prove child safety through his in-
volvement with the group.

In recent years, Allstate New Jer-
sey has also supported the Jaycees’
Helmet Safety program, an enter-
taining lecture series developed in
cooperation with the Humpty
Dumpty Association that’s designed
to educate young children and teens
about the importance of head injury
prevention.

With February being Child Passen-
ger Safety Month, the timing of the
Allstate New Jersey donation to sup-
port child safety is very appropriate.

New Jersey Assemblyman Eric Muñoz
who is also a physician, was on hand
to lend his support for the donation to
the Child Shield. In addition to his
work with Jaycees, Mr. Bansky also
recently donated teen driver videos to
the teen driver safety awareness pro-
gram of the Children’s Specialized
Hospital of Mountainside, the largest
pediatric rehabilitation hospital in the
country.

 

Franklin School Gymnasium,
Auditorium to Receive Facelift

CAREFUL PLANNING…Members of a committee specially established to
head the renovation project of the gymnasium and auditorium at Franklin
Elementary School gathered to brainstorm and put plans in place. Pictured, left
to right, are: front row; Tony Cantanzaro, Project Chairwoman Julie Dolan,
Theresa Korth, Val Cantanzaro, and back row; Franklin Principal Dr. Mary
Fleck and Kathy Kelly.

WESTFIELD — In anticipation
of its 75th anniversary, Franklin El-
ementary School will renovate its
gymnasium/auditorium.

The multi-phased project has been
made possible by the support of the
Westfield Board of Education and
the Franklin School community. Pro-
ceeds from the upcoming 2004
Franklin Bash, the school’s annual
parent-teacher social and fundraiser,
will also directly benefit this project.

Referred to as Franklin’s Café-
Gym-Itorium, this multi-purpose
room provides students with a space
for assemblies, recreation, team
sports, music and drama perfor-
mances, along with countless other
school and community events.

Phase One of the project includes
a combination of structural and cos-
metic improvements including a new

drop ceiling, new lighting, refinished
woodwork, stage curtains, a paint
job, as well as new hardware and
pediments for the doors.

Phase Two, which is currently
planned for 2005, may include en-
hancements like a new sound sys-
tem, new basketball nets and stage
lighting.

“We are fortunate to have the sup-
port of the board and a tireless com-
mittee of Franklin parents dedicated
to this project,” said Franklin Princi-
pal Dr. Mary Fleck. “After 75 years
of duty, this room continues to be the
cornerstone of Franklin School and
holds an abundance of wonderful
memories for students, parents,
grandparents and teachers alike.”

Lending their time and professional
expertise to the project are: Project
Chairwoman Julie Dolan, and com-
mittee members Val Cantanzaro, Tony
Cantanzaro, Theresa Korth, Kathy
Kelly, Dianne Crisan and Dr. Fleck.

The committee has also enjoyed
the support of community partner,
Sherwin Williams, which has do-
nated all the paint required for the
renovation.

To attend the Franklin Bash on
Saturday, February 21, or to make a
private donation to support Project
Cafe-Gym-Itorium, please call Ms.
Dolan at (908) 301-0347.

Syracuse Univ. Reveals
Bushinger Achievement

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Martin
J. Whitman School of Management
at Syracuse University in Syracuse,
N.Y. recently reported that Scotch
Plains resident Brett Bushinger was
named to the Dean’s List for the fall
2003 semester.

Brett is a junior majoring in ac-
counting and finance.

More Education News

Westfield – Week of January 12
Beverly Pogue to June Rogers,

921 Cleveland Avenue, $380,000.
Mary and Robert Ott to Peter and

Elizabeth Schauf, 1411 East Broad
Street, $537,500.

Neil Koop to Mark Swingle and
Mary Caye McCourt, 233 Linden
Avenue M/A: 716 Oak Avenue,
$600,000.

Michael Wadiak, Jr. to James and
Meredith Scheiner, 609 Roosevelt
Avenue, $362,000.

Joseph and Susan Pink to Mitchell
and Debra Janklow, 638 Fourth Av-
enue, $480,000.

Donald and Lenis Dawson to David
and Jessica Fink, 612 Summit Av-
enue, $535,000.

Christopher Flynn and Lori Begley
to Matthew and Stacy Bergerman,

Recent Home Sales

435 Beechwood Place, $477,500.
Frederick and Bonnie Danser, III

to Andrew and Jill Brown, 25
Stoneleigh Park M/A: 165 Lindberg
Heights Needam, MA, $885,000.

Olga and Edward Ferrari to Nicho-
las and Denise Jenner, 935 Irving
Avenue, $396,000.

Joseph and Cynthia Vona and Rita
Vona to Christopher and Valerie
LaManna, 108 Marlboro Street,
$430,000.

Bruce and Rachel Binkowitz to
Anthony Malangone, 11 Tamaques
Way, $375,000.

Josephine Topolinski to Scott and
Eleanor Sawyer, 143 Vernon Ter-
race, $360,000.

Virginia Haine to Joseph and
Palmira Gallagher, 121 Connecticut
Street, $395,000.

Newark Academy Students
Lauded for Academic Feats

LIVINGSTON – Westfield, Scotch
Plains and Berkeley Heights pupils
have been placed on the High Hon-
ors List and Honors List at Newark
Academy in Livingston for their aca-
demic achievements during the fall
2003-2004 semester.

To qualify for the High Honors
List, students must earn grades of
“A-” or above for each course taken.
The Honors List includes students
who achieved grades of “B-” or above
for every course taken.

WESTFIELD
HIGH HONOR ROLL – 5 STUDENTS
Emily Bluck Michael Forman
Julien Cobert Joseph Greenway

Emily Harris

SCOTCH PLAINS
HIGH HONOR ROLL – 2 STUDENTS
Giulia Mercuri Amit Parekh

BERKELEY HEIGHTS
HIGH HONOR ROLL – 2 STUDENTS
Max Jacobson Rebecca Shulman

WESTFIELD
HONOR ROLL – 7 STUDENTS

Paul Cobuzzi Annie Greenberg
Arielle Confino Adam Subhas
Daniel Forman Nina Subhas

Eric Weinberg

BERKELEY HEIGHTS
HONOR ROLL – 3 STUDENTS

Maria DeOliveira Tracy Jacobson
Karishma Katti

College of William & Mary
Reports Dean’s List Pupils

AREA – The College of William
& Mary in Williamsburg, Va. has
announced the names of Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood students
placed on the Dean’s List for the fall
2003 semester.

Westfielders Christopher Keenoy
and Katie Behr joined Scotch Plains
student Amy Ryan in earning the
academic distinction. Fanwood resi-
dent Catherine Madurski was also
named to the Dean’s List.

Tyler Patla Receives
Dean’s List Distinction

WESTFIELD – Duke University
in Durham, N.C. has reported that
Tyler Patla of Westfield was named
to the Dean’s List with Distinction
for the fall 2003 semester after
achieving a 4.0 grade point average.
This accomplishment places Tyler
in the top 10 percent of his college.

Tyler, a 2003 graduate of Westfield
High School, is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Ray Patla of Westfield.

 

Junior Women’s Event
To Aid Special Wishes

WESTFIELD — On Saturday,
March 6, the Westfield Junior
Woman’s Club will host a
Children’s Fashion Show at The
Westwood in Garwood.

The beneficiary of this year’s
proceeds will be the Special Wishes
Foundation, Inc. of Union, an all-
volunteer organization that pro-
vides groceries, clothing and spe-
cial items to needy families.

The event, taking place from
noon to 3 p.m., will include a lun-
cheon, a preview of spring fash-
ions for children sponsored by lo-
cal merchants, a 50/50 raffle and a
silent auction.

For ticket prices and purchase,
please call Constance at (908) 233-
4238.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-12669-03
FILE NO. 7351-03

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
ISADORE RELEFORD, HIS
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST;
LOTTIE BELL RELEFORD, HIS
WIFE, HER HEIRS, DEVISEES
AND PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES AND THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; ISABELLE RELEFORD;
JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF
ISABELLE RELEFORD, SAID
NAME JOHN DOE BEING FIC-
TITIOUS; PLAINFIELD AUTO-
MOTIVE TRADE INC. T/A LEE
MYLES TRANSMISSIONS;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon CASALE &
PELLEGRINO, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is GATEHALL 1,
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054, an
Answer to the Complaint, Amendment to
Complaint, Second Amendment to Com-
plaint, and Third Amendment to Complaint
filed in a Civil Action, in which FUNB CUST/
TTEE PLYMOUTH SPV 2, INC. is the
plaintiff and ISADORE RELEFORD, HIS
HEIRS, ET ALS; are defendants, pending
in the Superior Court of New Jersey, Chan-
cery Division, UNION County and bearing
Docket No. F-12669-03 within thirty-five
(35) days after February  exclusive of such
date. If you fail to answer or appear in
accordance with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by
Default may be rendered against you for
relief demanded in the Complaint, Amend-
ment to Complaint, Second Amendment to
Complaint, and Third Amendment to Com-
plaint. You shall file your Answer and Proof
of Service in duplicate with the Clerk of the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Hughes Jus-
tice Complex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jer-
sey 08625, in accordance with the Rules of
Civil Practice and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you cannot
afford an attorney, you may communicate
with the Legal Services Office of the County
of Venue. The telephone number of such
agencies are as follows: Lawyer Referral
Service 908-353-4715 - Legal Services
Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax sale
certificate(s): 1. A certain tax certificate
000955, recorded on 6/21/2000, made by
STEVEN M. DAVIS, CTC, Collector of
Taxes of PLAINFIELD, and State of New
Jersey to FUNB CUST/TTEE PLYMOUTH
SPV 2, INC. and subsequently assigned to
plaintiff, FUNB CUST/TTEE PLYMOUTH
SPV 2, INC. . This covers real estate lo-
cated in PLAINFIELD, County of UNION,
and State of New Jersey, known as LOT 2
BLOCK 909 as shown on the Tax Assess-
ment Map and Tax Map duplicate of
PLAINFIELD. and concerns premises com-
monly known as 1004-06 EAST 7TH
STREET, PLAINFIELD, New Jersey.

YOU, ISADORE RELEFORD, HIS
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND THEIR OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST ; LOTTIE BELL
RELEFORD, HIS WIFE, HER HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVES AND THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE
AND INTEREST; and ISABELLE
RELEFORD, are made party defendants to
the above foreclosure action because you
are the owners of a property which is the
subject of the above entitled action.

YOU, JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF
ISABELLE RELEFORD, SAID NAME
JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because plaintiff has been unable to
determine whether defendant ISABELLE
RELEFORD is married, and if married, the
name of ISABELLE RELEFORD’s spouse.
If ISABELLE RELEFORD is married, the
plaintiff joins JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF
ISABELLE RELEFORD, SAID NAME
JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS as a de-
fendant for any possessory or marital rights
you may have.

YOU, PLAINFIELD AUTOMOTIVE
TRADE INC. T/A LEE MYLES TRANS-
MISSIONS, are made party defendant to
the above foreclosure action because on
January 14, 1987, the Plainfield Automotive
Trade Inc. t/a Lee Myles Transmissions
entered a judgment against Isabell Releford
for a debt of $135.77 plus interest in the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Union County,
under Docket No. DJ-002993-1987. This
lien constitutes a subordinate lien to the
plaintiff lien.
DATED: February 3, 2004

Donald F. Phelan,
Clerk of the Superior Court

of New Jersey
CASALE & PELLEGRINO, L.L.C.
1 Gatehall Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey  07054
1 T - 2/12/04, The Leader Fee: $107.10

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Westfield Planning Board will hold a
special meeting on February 23, 2004 in
Council Chambers in the Westfield Munici-
pal Building, Westfield, New Jersey at 8:00
p.m. to continue the hearing (originally re-
scheduled for March 1, 2004) on the follow-
ing application:

03-23(V) COMMERCE BANK/N.A. 552-
556 & 560 NORTH AVENUE
EAST, BLOCK 3305, LOTS 1.03
AND 1.04, APPLICANT SEEK-
ING PRELIMINARY AND FINAL
MAJOR SITE PLAN AP-
PROVAL.  APPLICANT SEEKS
TO DEMOLISH EXISTING
STRUCTURES ON PROPER-
TIES AND CONSTRUCT COM-
MERCE BANK WITH DRIVE
THRU AND ASSOCIATED
PARKING, LANDSCAPING,
LIGHTING AND SIGNAGE.  Ap-
plicant seeks variances from the
following:
List of New C.40:55D-70c Vari-
ances Requested:
(a) Section 17.03(B)5 of the

Land Use Ordinance.  Or-
dinance requires no park-
ing in front yard.  Applicant
proposing parking in front
yard.

(b) Section 11.27E7 of the
Land Use Ordinance.  Or-
dinance requires no paving
in front yard.  Applicant pro-
posing paving front yard.

(c) Section 17.10C of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Ordinance
requires maximum illumina-
tion level at property line,
permitted is 0.5.  Applicant
proposing 1.0.

Signs
Applicant proposes one exter-
nally illuminated free standing
monument sign; one externally
illuminated channel logo sign on
the front wall of the building; an
“America’s Most Convenient
Bank” sign and (3) “C” logo signs
on the side wall of the building
and 10 various directional signs.
Applicant seeks the variances
from the Land Use Ordinance
for signage as follows:
The proposed monument sign
requires a variance from:
Section 16.04E4d allows a maxi-
mum size of 16 square feet; 24
square feet is proposed.
The proposed logo wall sign
requires variances from:
16.04E4  A wall sign would not
be permitted if Applicant were to
use the alternate option of having
a freestanding sign.
16.04E1d allows a maximum
vertical dimension of a wall sign
to be 30 inches; 72 inches is
proposed.
The proposed “America’s Most
Convenient Bank” sign and
the (3) “C” signs:
16.04E4  Additional wall signage
would not be permitted if Appli-
cant were to use the alternate
option of having a freestanding
sign.
Parking area signage requires
a variance from:
16.04Q1 of the ordinance allows
a maximum of 1.5 square feet for
parking area  signage.  The “No
Right Turn” signs, the “Stop”
signs and the “Do Not Enter”
sign propose 4 square feet ar-
eas.  The “Drive Up Teller” sign
and the “Enter” sign propose 4.5
square feet areas.
List of Existing Non Conform-
ing Zoning Conditions:
Section 11.27(E) of the Land Use
Ordinance.  Ordinance requires
front yard set back of 25.4 feet.
Existing is 10 feet.
Section 11.27(E) of the Land Use
Ordinance.  Ordinance requires
side yard set back of 10 feet.
Existing is 2.7 feet.
Variances, waivers or exceptions
from certain site plan details or
relief from requirements may be
sought as appropriate.

Plans and application are on file in the
Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary

1 T - 2/12/04, The Leader Fee: $92.82

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-4518-03
FILE NO. 47567-11

CIVIL ACTION
ORDER SETTING TIME, PLACE AND AMOUNT OF REDEMPTION

JAMES PILEWSKI; PLAINTIFF(S) VS. THEODORE R. EDWARDS, HIS
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES, AND THEIR OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST AND
KATHY EDWARDS, HIS WIFE; CORRAINE EDWARDS A/K/A CORRINE
MYRTLE EDWARDS, HER HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVES, AND THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST; ELIZABETH R. FUDGE, INDIVIDUALLY AND AS
ADMINISTRATRIX OF THE ESTATE OF CORRINE MYRTLE EDWARDS;
JESSIE GREENE A/K/A JESSIE GREEN VINCENT; WILBERT EDWARDS,
HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE, AND THEIR
OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST;
IRENE EDWARDS; EVANS SILAS; COMPREHENSIVE FORECLOSURE
SERVICES CORP., A DELAWARE CORPORATION; FLEET NATIONAL
BANK; CITY OF PLAINFIELD; STATE OF NEW JERSEY; AMERICAN
GENERAL FINANCE, INC.; GTL INVESTMENTS LIMITED PARTNERSHIP;
FIRST UNION, AGENT FOR BREEN; MICHAEL FABRIKANT; UNITED
JERSEY BANK N/K/A FLEET NATIONAL BANK; UNION COUNTY EM-
PLOYEES FEDERAL CREDIT UNION; CHRYSLER CREDIT CORPORA-
TION; UNKNOWN OWNERS/UNKNOWN CLAIMANTS THEIR HEIRS, DEVI-
SEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES, AND THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST. DEFENDANT(S);

THIS MATTER being opened to the court by Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh, Mintz, Pfeffer,
Bonchi & Gill. A Professional Corporation; Attorneys for Plaintiff, and it appearing that default
has been entered against the defendants, THEODORE R. EDWARDS, his heirs, devisees
and personal representatives, and their or any of their successors in right, title and interest
and KATHY EDWARDS, his wife; CORRAINE EDWARDS a/k/a CORRINE MYRTLE
EDWARDS, her heirs, devisees and personal representatives, and their or any of their
successors in right, title and interest; ELIZABETH R. FUDGE, Individually and as Admin-
istratrix of the Estate of Corrine Myrtle Edwards; JESSIE GREENE a/k/a JESSIE GREEN
VINCENT; WILBERT EDWARDS, his heirs, devisees and personal representative, and
their or any of their successors in right, title and interest; IRENE EDWARDS; EVANS
SILAS; COMPREHENSIVE FORECLOSURE SERVICES CORP., A Delaware Corpora-
tion; FLEET NATIONAL BANK; CITY OF PLAINFIELD; STATE OF NEW JERSEY;
AMERICAN GENERAL FINANCE, INC.; GTL INVESTMENTS LIMITED PARTNER-
SHIP; FIRST UNION, AGENT FOR BREEN; MICHAEL FABRIKANT; UNITED JERSEY
BANK n/k/a FLEET NATIONAL BANK; UNION COUNTY EMPLOYEES FEDERAL
CREDIT UNION; CHRYSLER CREDIT CORPORATION; UNKNOWN OWNERS/UN-
KNOWN CLAIMANTS their heirs, devisees and personal representatives, and their or any
of their successors in right, title and interest: that the defendant, CITY OF PLAINFIELD, filed
a Non-Contesting Answer: that plaintiff has produced before this court tax sale certificate
#000061, certified to be a true copy, which certificate is dated May 26, 2000, and is of record
in the Union County Clerk’s Office on July 21, 2000, in Book 7770 of Mortgages, page 236.
By assignment dated June 18, 2002, said tax sale certificate was assigned to plaintiff, which
assignment was recorded in the Union County Clerk’s Office on June 28, 2002, as
instrument #95099. Said certificate, and its assignment, have been marked Exhibit P-1 on
the part of the plaintiff. More than two years have elapsed since the sale of said lands by the
City of Plainfield, and the lands have not been redeemed from the tax sale; that plaintiff has
produced before this court its Certification showing that there is due on said tax sale
certificate, together with subsequent taxes and interest, the sum of $16, 822.05; and

IT IS on this 27th day of January, 2004, ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that the amount
required to redeem the premises referred to in the aforementioned tax sale certificate is the
sum of $16,822.05, which includes the amount due on said tax sale certificate and
subsequent taxes and interest, together with interest on said sums from January 31, 2004,
together with costs of suit duly taxed in the sum of $1,492.57, and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the 10th day of March, 2004, between the hours of nine
o’clock in the forenoon and four o’clock in the afternoon, at the office of the Tax Collector of
the City of Plainfield, 515 Watchung Avenue, Plainfield, New Jersey 07061, be and the same
is hereby fixed as the time and place for the redemption of said lands as described in the
complaint and making up the premises concerning which the complaint is filed, and that
thereupon the defendant who redeems shall be entitled to the certificate of tax sale duly
endorsed for cancellation; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that in default of the said defendants paying to the Tax
Collector of the City of Plainfield, and the plaintiff, the said sum, interest and costs aforesaid,
the said defendants stand absolutely debarred and foreclosed of and from all right and equity
or redemption on, in and to said lands and premises and every part thereof, and the plaintiff
shall have an absolute and indefeasible interest of inheritance in fee simple, to said lands and
premises. Anything to the contrary notwithstanding, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgement including the whole of the last date upon which judgement is
entered; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that if the addresses of the defendants are not known, a copy
of this Order nor Notice thereof directed to such defendants shall be published in the
Westfield Leader, a newspaper circulating in Union County, at least one time, not later than
20 days after the date od this Order; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy of this Order or a Notice thereof be served upon
the defendants, whose addresses are known by mailing to each of them such a copy or notice
not later than 20 days after the date of this Order; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy of this Order be delivered to the Tax Collector
of the City of Plainfield, and that said Tax Collector of the City of Plainfield certify to this Court
whether the premises were or were not redeemed from the plaintiff’s tax sale certificate in
accordance with the terms of this Order.

Neil H. Shuster, P.J. Ch.
GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH, MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
660 New Road, Suite 1-A
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
(609) 646-0222
Attorneys for Plaintiff
1 T - 2/12/04, The Leader Fee: $157.08

Catherine’s Closet Seeks
Prom Gown Donations

WESTFIELD – Catherine’s Closet
has begun its annual prom gown collec-
tion in preparation of their third annual
“Giveaway” on Saturday, April 3.
Named to honor the memory of
Catherine Johnson, a Clifford Scott High
School senior tragically killed in Janu-
ary of 2002, the project distributes prom
dresses to senior girls to help defray the
high cost of attending their proms. In
the past two years, over 2,500 dresses,
many by top designers like Armani,
Vera Wang, Ralph Lauren and Jessica
McClintock were given away.

This year, the organization is again
asking for the public’s assistance in
obtaining new or slightly worn, lat-
est style prom gowns in all sizes,
preferably by famous designers.
Shoes, bags, jewelry are also needed.
The local dress collection will be
from February 1 through 15. Any-
one who has a dress to donate can
drop it at either Westfield High
School, 550 Dorian Road or at
Burgdorff Realtors, 600 North Av-
enue, Westfield. Dresses should be
clean, age appropriate, on hangers

and should be no more than two
years old. Tax donation letters will
be available. If a dress needs to be
picked up, please send an e-mail to:
catherinesclosetorg@hotmail.com
or call (908) 654-1320 or (908) 317-
9553.

With the assistance of some dedi-
cated adult and student volunteers,
the dresses will be sorted and brought
to the Robert Treat Hotel in Newark
where Catherine’s Closet the “Give-
away” will be held. Any senior girls
who need a dress should bring a valid
student I.D. to the Saturday, April 3
event from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

In addition to the gown collection,
Catherine’s Closet also provides men-
tors and scholarships. Since Septem-
ber, over 25 Catherine’s Closet Clubs
have started in high schools through-
out central and northern New Jersey.

Tax deductible monetary contri-
butions are also welcome. Please
send a check to: Catherine’s Closet,
Inc., PO Box AR, Paterson, NJ 07509
or visit the organization’s website:
www.catherinescloset.org.

Westfield Westfield Westfield Westfield Westfield Recreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation EventsRecreation Events
Bowling Leagues: Children

Leagues are held Mondays at 4
p.m. for ages five to 12 and Wednes-
days at 9:30 a.m. or 12:30 p.m. for
the Bumper Program available to
Kindergarten, Pre-Kindergarten. A
New Teen Bowling Club is avail-
able for ages 13 to 15 years on
Wednesdays at 4 p.m. Winter leagues
are currently in session. A spring
league will begin in April. Held at
Linden Lanes.  Fee: $6/week.

Karate: Students will develop
coordination, flexibility, balance,
and self-confidence. Held on eight
consecutive Thursdays, 5:30-6:30
p.m. Starting February 5. For ages
five to nine. Fee: $35.

Yoga: Come experience HATA
Yoga, a unique mix of stretching to
release tension, eliminate stress,
and increase tone. Held Tuesdays,
February 3 to March 23, from 6:30
to 7:30 p.m. Fee: $52.  Community
Room. Bring your own mat.  Addi-
tional days/times will be offered.

Teen Center: The Teen Center
will be open on select Friday eve-
nings during the school year from 7
to 11 p.m. for all high school stu-
dents.  The teen center is a safe and
enjoyable alternative and we hope
all high school students come check
it out! Located in the municipal
building.

The “Night Place”: This popular
program is offered to all resident
intermediate school youths. Held at
Edison Intermediate School from
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Activities include
a Disc Jockey, food, games, movies
and dancing. The cost is $2 in ad-
vance and $3 at the door.  The dates
left for the coming school year are
as follows: 2/20, 3/19, & 5/7.

Bill Cosby at NJPAC: Witness
comic genius, Bill Cosby and his
insight on family dynamics and
relationships! Held on Saturday,
March 6, at 4 p.m.  Bus departs
12:30 p.m. Cost: $50.

Sesame Street Live: Come see
Elmo, the Count, Cookie Monster,
Big Bird, Bert & Ernie and their
friends on stage Monday, April 12.
Bus departs at 9:30 a.m. Cost: $20.

Winter Consignment Ski Lift
Tickets: Think Snow! Discount lift
tickets are available for Camel-
back, Shawnee Mountain, Jack
Frost/Big Boulder,  Mountain
Creek, & Montage Mountain.

Please register for the above pro-
grams in person at: The Westfield
Recreation Department, 425 East
Broad St. Westfield.  Office: 908-
789-4080. Visit us online at:
westfieldnj.net/townhall/recreation
and at westfieldtoday.com/
ParksRecreation.

HELPING FAMILIES…Susan Koslowsky, Program Director for Children Help-
ing Children at the Center for Women and Families (CWF) in Scotch Plains, is
pictured selecting books for children and parents in the center’s library. The
CWF offers various programs and resources for men, women and families who
are going through transitions such as separation and divorce. Children Helping
Children is a peer support group for youngsters experiencing these changes.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield Board
of Adjustment adopted Resolutions at its
February 9, 2004 meeting for the following
applications heard at its January 12, 2004
meeting:

Phillip and Kristina Gurka, 229 Virginia
Street seeking permission to erect an addi-
tion and expand porch contrary to the re-
quirements of Section 11.09 E.6 and 12.03
D of the Land Use Ordinance. Approved
with conditions.

C. Sam & Roseanne T. Vassallo, 307
Canterbury Lane seeking permission to erect
an addition contrary to the requirements of
Section 11.07 E.5 and 11.07 E.7 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Approved with condi-
tions.

Jeffrey and Kelly Bram, 132 Marlboro
Street seeking permission to erect an sec-
ond floor addition over an existing front
porch and dormer addition on third floor
contrary to the requirements of Section
11.09E6 and 12.03 D of the Land Use
Ordinance. Approved with conditions.

Jerry and Gina Di Fabio, 125 Wyoming
Street seeking permission to erect a 2nd
floor addition over existing garage contrary
to the requirements of Section 11.09E6 of
the Land Use Ordinance. Approved with
conditions.

Eric Tichenor, 1343 Central Avenue seek-
ing permission to erect an addition contrary
to the requirements of Section 11.09E10,
12.04F1 and 11.09 E6 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Approved with conditions.

James and Donna Maher, 126 Pearl Street
seeking permission to erect a 2nd story
addition contrary to the requirements of
Section 11.09 E6 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Approved with conditions.

M. Scott and Elizabeth M. Cassie, 700
Glen Avenue seeking permission to erect a
2nd floor addition and demolish an existing
porch and enclose porch contrary to the
requirements of Section 11.09 E6 and 11.09
E5 of the Land Use Ordinance.  Approved
with conditions.

Barbara Lynn Rodger, 18 Mohawk Trail
seeking permission to erect a front porch
addition contrary to the requirements of
Section 12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance.
Approved with conditions.

John and Cherie Fritz, 619 Maye Street
seeking permission to replace existing 2 car
garage with a new one car garage contrary
to the requirements of Section 13.01 G b of
the Land Use Ordinance. Approved with
conditions.

Peter and Kara Korn, 460 Topping Hill
Road seeking permission to erect an addi-
tion contrary to the requirements of Section
11.07E7 of the Land Use Ordinance.  Ap-
proved with conditions.

Edward and Noel Hannon, 20 Sunnywood
Drive seeking permission erect an addition
over existing 1st floor and garage contrary to
the requirements of Section 11.05E7 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Approved with con-
ditions.

Robert Cosgriff, 240 Sinclair Place seek-
ing permission to erect egress platform;
raised patio 17.5 feet x 12 feet and patio
contrary to the requirements of Section
13.02C2 and 11.08E6 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Approved with conditions.

Bella Bronze Tanning Studio, LLC, seek-
ing permission to occupy tenant space at
928 South Avenue West, Block 2606, Lot
15 (space previously occupied by OptiCare)
and erect a free standing sign in addition to
proposed wall signage.  Approved with
conditions.

Edward J. and Christine M. Rigney, 427
Everson Place seeking permission to re-
place existing front porch contrary to the
requirements of Section 12.03D of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Approved with condi-
tions.

Margaret and Michael Oster, 6 Cherry
Lane seeking permission to erect an addi-
tion contrary to the requirements of Section
12.03D and 12.04E of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Approved with conditions.

Roseanne Peer, Secretary
Board of Adjustment

1 T - 2/12/04, The Leader Fee: $80.07

Westfield ‘Y’ to Conduct
Camp Open House Events

WESTFIELD — The Westfield “Y”
will hold two free camp open house
events that will offer an overview of
its upcoming summer camp programs.

They will each take place on a
Saturday, February 28 and March
20, from 10 a.m. to noon at the “Y,”
located at 220 Clark Street.

“Y” summer camp programs offer
children and teenagers with a broad
range of activities, all designed to
instill the core values of caring, hon-
esty, respect and responsibility.

Members of the summer camp staff
will be available to answer questions
and give an overview of the camp
programs. Refreshments will be in-
cluded.

Full-day and half-day camps are
available for children ages three to 15.
Before camp and after camp care is
also available from 7 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Camps begin Monday, June 21,
and run through Friday, August 27.
Participants may sign up for one
week or the whole summer.

Financial assistance is available
and most camps still have availabil-
ity. For more information, please
call (908) 233-2700.

Retirement Planning
Seminar to be Offered
MOUNTAINSIDE – A Retirement

Planning seminar open to the public
will be offered at the Mountainside
Public Library on Tuesday, February
17 at 7 p.m. Financial Counselor Ed
Sjonell will share over 30 years of
experience and personal tips to help
participants focus their life-long goals
for retirement.

Topics to be covered include life
insurance, health insurance and long-
term care plans. Mr. Sjonell will also
review 401k & 403b plans; IRAs;
Roth IRAs, annuities; bonds; indexes;
and other tax-saving options.

As a financial counselor, Mr.
Sjonell has provided private coun-
seling and conducted many courses
and workshops at Union County
College and area adult schools.

The Friends of the Mountainside
Public Library are sponsoring this
program, which is free and open to
all. To register or for more informa-
tion, please call (908) 233-0115 or
visit the Mountainside Public Library,
Constitution Plaza, Mountainside
during regular library hours.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield Board
of Adjustment adopted Resolutions at its
February 9, 2004 meeting for the following
applications heard at its December 15, 2003
meeting:

Temple Emanu-El has made application
to the Zoning Board of Adjustment for the
Town of Westfield seeking preliminary and
final site plan approval and related vari-
ances for the demolition of an existing dwell-
ing and the construction of a parking lot and
related improvements for the existing temple.
The properties involved in this application
are located at 750, 752 and 756 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey and are iden-
tified as Block 3501, Lot 9, 10 and 11 on the
official tap maps of the Town of Westfield.
The property is located in the RS-12 zone
district. Denied.

Roseanne Peer, Secretary
Board of Adjustment

1 T - 2/12/04, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at the
meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjustment
of the Township of Scotch Plains held on
February 5, 2004, the following decisions of
the Board were memorialized:

Granted Site Plan Approval and related
variance relief with conditions to Marke
Enterprises, Inc. t/a Bowcraft Amuse-
ment Park for the construction of a water
playground at the property located at 2524-
2545 Route 22 West (Block 4802, Lots 9,
10, 11 & 12), Scotch Plains.

Granted a Variance with conditions to
Matthew Sosnowski for the addition of
third-floor living space at the premises lo-
cated at 214 Katherine Street (Block 3804,
Lot 4), Scotch Plains.

Granted a Use Variance, Site Plan Ap-
proval and related variance relief with condi-
tions to Charlie Brown’s Restaurant for
the expansion of the restaurant located at
2376 North Avenue (Block 8301, Lot 8),
Scotch Plains.

Granted a rear-yard setback Variance
with conditions to Edward and Joan Biedell
for the construction of a deck at the property
located at 9 Canterbury Drive (Block 5501,
Lot 22), Scotch Plains.

Granted a Temporary Operating Permit
with conditions to Bruce Vuono for the
utilization of an existing garage for office
work and storage in connection with the
operation of a plumbing business at the
property located at 403 Forest Road (Block
1502, Lot 8), Scotch Plains.

Granted a Conditional Use Variance,
Subdivision Approval and related variance
relief with conditions to Scotch Hills, Inc. d/
b/a Showroom Hand Car Wash at the
property located at 2574 Plainfield Avenue
(Block 6901, Lot 31), Scotch Plains.

Linda M. Lies
Secretary to the

Zoning Board of Adjustment
Township of Scotch Plains

1 T - 2/12/04, The Times Fee: $40.80

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

CONTRACTOR: Robert J. Mega, Esq.;
2353 Saint Georges Avenue; Rahway, New
Jersey 07065

NATURE OF SERVICE: Attorney for the
Planning Board

DURATION: Period Ending January 31,
2005

AMOUNT: $9,351.00 Annual
Beatrice Poultney

Planning Board Secretary
1 T - 2/12/04, The Times Fee: $13.26

sored by the Junior Women’s Club.
The Smartest Weasel in the World

Science Workshop (1st-5th grade):
Weasel Robots-  The weasel has two
motors, a three-speed gear box and
two photo sensors.   It’s all yours to
make and keep.  Learn about gears,
sensors, electronic components, cir-
cuit boards and more.  Design and
program your own robot.    Please
bring a lunch.

Held at Towne House in Green
Forest Park on Monday and Tues-
day April 5 and 6 from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.  Registration is March 10-
March 26.  The fee is $110 per
person.

Overnight Trips:
Essex, Ct.-June 25 and 26.

$275.00 per person based on double
occupancy, $315.00 based on
single.  $100 deposit due upon
reservation.

New England Cruise-Sept. 12-
19. Inside Cabin-$1,025,  Outside
Cabin-$1,250

Outside Cabin, Unobstructed
view-$1,450

Outside Cabin w/private balcony-
$1,650.  $250 deposit due upon
reservation.

Sugar Creek, Ohio – October 24-
27. $525 double occupancy, $735
single, and $465 triple.  $100 de-
posit due upon reservation.

Girls Softball Registration:  3rd-
8th grades: Fee is $45 until Febru-
ary 18.  Leagues will be divided
based on registration numbers.
Season begins mid-April and runs
through June.  Games will be played
on Township ballfields.

Scotch Plains Recreation EventsScotch Plains Recreation EventsScotch Plains Recreation EventsScotch Plains Recreation EventsScotch Plains Recreation Events
Manners Matter Workshop

(Ages 7-12): This two-hour train-
ing seminar is conducted by a pro-
fessional speaker and trainer who’s
mission is to deliver character edu-
cation and build positive self es-
teem.  This fun and interactive
class will teach participants the
do’s and don’ts of speaking with
confidence, conversational skills,
telephone etiquette, proper greet-
ings, first impressions, party man-
ners and much more.  Held on
Tuesday, February 24, at Scotch
hills Country Club from 6 to 8 p.m.

Conquer the Chaos:  Will be
held on Thursday, February 26 at
the Scotch Hills Country Club from
7 to 8:30 p.m.

Science Workshops (6-week pro-
gram): The program will cover
different topics each week with
take home experiments.  Registra-
tion is going well for this program.
Will be held at Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club on Wednesday, February
18, 25, March 3, 10, 17, 24 from
3:34 to 4:45 p.m.  Fee is $70 per
person.

Spelling Bee: Saturday March 6.
Spelling competition for children
in 3rd, 4th and 5th grades.  Program
will consist of an elimination con-
test for each grade level.  Prizes
will be awarded to winners and
runners-up in each grade.  The 3rd
grade competition will begin at 9
a.m. followed by the 4th grade at
approx. 10:15 a.m. then the 5th
grade at approx. 11 a.m.  The pro-
gram will take place at the Park
Middle School auditorium.  Spon-
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Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A riveting play by two-time Pulitzer
Prize-winner August Wilson, JJJJJoeoeoeoeoe
TTTTTurnerurnerurnerurnerurner’’’’’s Come and Gs Come and Gs Come and Gs Come and Gs Come and Goneoneoneoneone has im-
proved historical understanding of
our nation’s legacy of slavery and the
redemption of the human spirit. TheTheTheTheThe
DDDDDepareparepareparepartment of tment of tment of tment of tment of TheatrTheatrTheatrTheatrTheatre of Ke of Ke of Ke of Ke of Keaneaneaneanean
UUUUUnivnivnivnivniversityersityersityersityersity will present the story on
Friday, February 13, at 8 p.m. in the
Zella Fry Theatre, Vaugh-Eames Hall,
Room 119, 1000 Morris Avenue,
Union. Tickets are $15. For more
information, please call the Wilkins
Theatre Box Office at (908) 737-
SHOW (7469).

* * * * * * *
Coffee with Conscience Con-Coffee with Conscience Con-Coffee with Conscience Con-Coffee with Conscience Con-Coffee with Conscience Con-

cercercercercert St St St St Series of Series of Series of Series of Series of Springpringpringpringpringfieldfieldfieldfieldfield will
present “Songwriters in the Round,”
a night of acoustic music and har-
mony, hosted by pop-duo, “Open
Book,” with special guests Ina May
Wool and Dan Bonis, on Saturday,
February 14, at the Springfield
Emanuel United Methodist Church,
40 Church Mall. Buy your tickets at
the door for $12 for adults and $6 for
ages 13-18 years. No reservation is
necessary.

* * * * * * *
Now through Friday, March 5, the

exhibit OOOOOpen Spen Spen Spen Spen Secrecrecrecrecretetetetet will be shown at
the KKKKKent Pent Pent Pent Pent Place Glace Glace Glace Glace Gallerallerallerallerallery in Sy in Sy in Sy in Sy in Summitummitummitummitummit.
For the past five years, New Jersey
artist Karen Nielson-Fried has worked
exclusively with encaustics, incorpo-
rating oil sticks and collage. The open-
ing reception will be held on Febru-
ary 13, from 6 to 8 p.m. in the gallery.
The exhibit and reception are free
and open to the public. For more
information, please call (908) 273-
0900, extension no. 332.

* * * * * * *
The Pingry School’s spring musi-

cal, OOOOOnce Unce Unce Unce Unce Upon a Mpon a Mpon a Mpon a Mpon a Mattrattrattrattrattressessessessess,,,,, will be
held at the Macrae Theater in the
Hostetter Arts Center, Martinsville
Road, at the Martinsville campus on
Thursday, February 19, at 7 p.m.,
Friday, February 20, at 7:30 p.m.,
and two performances on Saturday,
February 21, at 2 and 7:30 p.m. This
farcical production is based on the
children’s story “The Princess and
the Pea.” The entire play is filled
with double entendres, zany lyrics,
and madcap theatrics that will de-
light all ages. Tickets are $5 each and
can be purchased at the door. For
more information, call the school at
(908) 647-5555.

* * * * * * *
RRRRRedeemer Ledeemer Ledeemer Ledeemer Ledeemer Lutheran Churutheran Churutheran Churutheran Churutheran Churchchchchch is

hosting a performance by DDDDDennisennisennisennisennis
KKKKKobray obray obray obray obray on February 13 at 9:30 a.m.
This nationally recognized performer
will delight the audience with a mu-
sical and historical portrayal of a friend
of the ragtime composer Scott Joplin,
in celebration of Black History
Month. See how Joplin drew on
Western African rhythms, European
harmonies, and plantation songs to
create his new American genre. Tick-
ets are $5 each, and can be purchased
at the door, at the corner of Clark
Street and Cowperthwaite Place.

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

MMMMMiracle: iracle: iracle: iracle: iracle: NNNNNo o o o o WWWWWonderonderonderonderonder

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 POPCORNS

Anyone who doesn’t like Miracle, an
unabashed, flag-waving account of the
1980 U.S. Olympic Hockey team’s
stupendous win at Lake Placid, is a
dirty rotten commie.

Just kidding, tovarish. But that might
help explain that sheepish feeling you
experience after witnessing director
Gavin O’Connor’s long-on-patriotism
but short-on-artistry chronicling of
that great miracle on ice. You fear that
you’ll be turned in if you speak the
truth. It’s sort of like blurting out that
the emperor has no clothes.

But fret not, my fellow Americans.
That hockey team won that gold medal
so that people like you and me could
voice our opinions without fear of
retribution. Why, it practically be-
hooves you to exercise that right by
climbing atop the highest mountain
and shouting, “This movie is medio-
cre.” Though, it would be nice if you
then added “…oh, and USA! USA!
USA!”

We can’t entirely blame O’Connor
for playing the nationalism card. He’s
really up against it. Try to explain a
phenomenon, let alone reenact it. You
might as well hitch a ride on a lightning
bolt. Even the magic of Hollywood is
hard put to successfully capture the
absolutely unbelievable.

It’s just as well. If we knew exactly
how coach Herb Brooks, portrayed by
Kurt Russell, pulled off the amazing
feat, we’d probably have to get James
Bond to protect us from the world of
evildoers who’d be after our secret.

Rule No. 753 of filmmaking: If the
event is simply too big, simply too monu-
mental for words, let the occurrence
speak for itself. But then have an angle...a
good side dish to accompany the main
course. A case in point is how director
Phil Kaufman handles author Tom
Wolfe’s account of the personalities and
developments shown to shape our space
program in The Right Stuff (1983).
There is a mixture of wry philosophy
and sociology. But talk about patriotism.
While slyly subtle, the sense of manifest
destiny extolled in that superb film puts
the rah-rah of Miracle to shame.

Pity is, Eric Guggenheim’s screen-
play isn’t exactly sure how to tackle the
subject. The opening scenes try to re-
hash the world events leading to the
malaise that engulfed us during the
Carter years, as if to point up the need
for a jingoistic boost. But it is poorly
executed...no real historical stage is set.

What follows is a rather elongated
look at the unflinchingly tough coach-
ing techniques employed by Coach
Brooks, peppered with the perfunctory
slathering of soap opera sentiments
common to sports stories.

“Aha,” we surmise when it is brought
out that Brooks lost his chance to play
in the 1960 Olympics, incidentally the
last time the U.S. had won. No wonder
he’s such a martinet. It’s all about him,
isn’t it? So is the movie, pretty much.

The players are a blur. While ardent
hockey fans might be able to tell them
apart without a score card, to the great
unwashed there’s merely the dark-
haired one, the blond-haired one, the
one who has oodles of talent but won’t

quite give it his all, etc., etc., etc.
A slight saving grace is Russell’s per-

formance. But then, being one of the
only recognizable actors aboard is bound
to bring you some attention. Secondly,
he has the accent down pat. And
whether or not you serve in a manage-
ment position may color your opinion.
But the ease with which Brooks fore-
goes anything approximating political
correctness in his quest for perfection,
while certainly startling in today’s ham-
strung climate, nonetheless provides a
guilty pleasure sure to warm the cockles
of your frustrated performance chart.

The thing is, we are increasingly in
short supply of Pattons...almost plum
out of them. While today’s champion
also breaks the rules of propriety, that
he is able to circumnavigate the com-
plexities of his brave new world is how
we know he is truly of his time. Keanu
Reeves as Neo the supercharged pro-
grammer in The Matrix (1999) comes
to mind. But then, he is a designer
hero for a designed age.

For what it’s worth, Russell recalls
the sweat and guts sort of crusader.
There is a call for this, just as earlier
generations hankered more than we do
for the rough, tough hombres in horse
operas. But aside from pleasing that
notion, there is otherwise little insight
into either Brooks’ personality or his
strategy, beyond his sheer will and the
plan to out-train the Soviet team.

Whether a representation of fact or
not, director O’Connor shows true
chutzpah in trotting out the old cor-
poral punishment practice scene. You
know the drill. Angered by their lack-
luster play, Coach makes the boys
skate back and forth. No one has ever
known greater fatigue.

“Again!” the coach repeatedly shouts.
It gets later than it has ever been any-
where at any time. Even the guy running
the arena shuts the lights and goes home.
You wonder, can’t someone just go up
there and turn the lights on? Won’t
someone sue? The coach doesn’t care.
“Again!” It takes a man to make men.

The assistant coach (Noah Emmerich)
is obviously ‘twixt and ‘tween here. He’d
like to keep his job, but gosh. “Again!”
We’re a bit embarrassed for the film-
maker. As sports film clichés go, it’s only
second in length of tooth to that hospi-
talized kid commanding The Babe to hit
one out of the park.

Very well, but at least there’s the
scintillating skating to redeem Miracle,
right? Sorry...that’s five minutes in the
penalty box for presuming wrong, dear
reader. Accuse the filmmaker, if you
will, of icing the puck, cinematically
speaking that is.

But whatever part of his film’s low
budget was earmarked for hockey chore-
ography is obviously saved up for the Big
Game. While it isn’t necessarily anti-
climactic when the glorious night finally
does arrive, the action falls rather short
of what we’ve come to expect from
today’s motion picture technology, let
alone a miracle.

* * * * * * *
Miracle, rated PG, is a Walt Disney

Pictures release directed by Gavin
O’Connor and stars Kurt Russell,
Patricia Clarkson and Noah Emmerich.
Running time: 135 minutes.

BBBBBarbershop Garbershop Garbershop Garbershop Garbershop Grrrrroupoupoupoupoup
Competition SCompetition SCompetition SCompetition SCompetition Setetetetet
AREA AREA AREA AREA AREA – Barbershop Harmony

quartets from several states will per-
form in the 43rd Annual Novice Quar-
tet Competition on Saturday, Febru-
ary 28, at 7:30 p.m. in the auditorium
at Rahway High School in Rahway.

Sponsored by the Rahway Valley
Jerseyaires Chapter of the Society
for the Preservation and Encourage-
ment of Barber Shop Quartet Sing-
ing in America, Inc., the program
has scheduled approximately 15
newly formed quartets from the Mid-
Atlantic District States of the sing-
ing society to harmonize in compe-
tition before an audience under con-
test rules.

The Jerseyaires Chorus will also
offer a brief performance under the
direction of Dick Taylor, with Doug
Brown assisting. The show is open to
the public and admission is free.

The Jerseyaires meet in the Holy
Cross Lutheran Church, 639 Moun-
tain Avenue in Springfield every Mon-
day at 7:30 p.m.

“Men of all ages are invited to sing
the good old songs,” said Ken Fried-
lander, President of the Rahway Valley
Chapter.

Local StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal Stars

WWWWWilliam Milliam Milliam Milliam Milliam McMcMcMcMcMeekan, Jreekan, Jreekan, Jreekan, Jreekan, Jr. . . . . WWWWWinsinsinsinsins
NNNNNational Fational Fational Fational Fational Filmmaker Ailmmaker Ailmmaker Ailmmaker Ailmmaker Awarwarwarwarwarddddd

IN FOCUS…A video created by Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School teacherIN FOCUS…A video created by Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School teacherIN FOCUS…A video created by Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School teacherIN FOCUS…A video created by Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School teacherIN FOCUS…A video created by Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School teacher
William McMeekan, Jr. for the New York fashion boutique, Henri Bendel, earnedWilliam McMeekan, Jr. for the New York fashion boutique, Henri Bendel, earnedWilliam McMeekan, Jr. for the New York fashion boutique, Henri Bendel, earnedWilliam McMeekan, Jr. for the New York fashion boutique, Henri Bendel, earnedWilliam McMeekan, Jr. for the New York fashion boutique, Henri Bendel, earned
him a coveted 2003 Aegis Award. Pictured, above, McMeekan poses with his awardhim a coveted 2003 Aegis Award. Pictured, above, McMeekan poses with his awardhim a coveted 2003 Aegis Award. Pictured, above, McMeekan poses with his awardhim a coveted 2003 Aegis Award. Pictured, above, McMeekan poses with his awardhim a coveted 2003 Aegis Award. Pictured, above, McMeekan poses with his award
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS –Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School teacher
William McMeekan, Jr. was recently
honored by the 2003 Aegis Awards
for a promotional video, which he
produced and directed. The piece
was cited as among the best promo-
tional/sales productions in North
America.

The Aegis Awards are the video
industry’s premier competition for
peer recognition of outstanding video
productions and non-network televi-
sion commercials. Other 2003 win-
ners include PBS, MSNBC, The Dis-
covery Channel and News 12 New
Jersey.

Created for the New York fashion
boutique, Henri Bendel, McMeekan’s
video features a behind-the-scenes
look at the store, as well as vignettes
of New York City and greetings from
celebrities including Lisa Ling, Iman,
Vanessa Williams and Betsey Johnson.

“The fashion world lends itself very
easily to video,” remarked McMeekan.

“The challenge is creating something
unique and engaging for viewers be-
yond the surface glamour.”

The award-winning video served
as the centerpiece of Bendel’s 2002
holiday window display, playing to
thousands of people daily as they
passed by the Fifth Avenue store’s
display window.

In 2002, McMeekan was a finalist
in the Aegis Awards for his docu-
mentary feature about the Westfield
Fire Department, Catching Fire: A
Day In The Life of Westfield’s Brav-
est.

Most recently, he served as the
cinematographer for the upcoming
spy-thriller, As Cool As Jennifer, as
well as appearing in the Touchtone
Pictures film Ladder 49, starring John
Travolta, which is scheduled for re-
lease in October.

Currently, McMeekan is produc-
ing and directing a documentary on
world-renowned window designer
Simon Doonan.

and each instrument is actually dis-
cernible.

William Elliott Whitmore’s “Hymns
for the Hopeless” (Southern Records)
is dark, gothic country, and an excel-
lent file next to Johnny Dowd and
Will Oldham, etc.

Jeff Kelly’s “From the Swan in the
Hallway” (Parasol/Hidden Agenda
Records) is soft and whimsical with
caressing electric guitars underlying
darkness and tension beneath the lush
guitars. Excellent from beginning to
end and an early favorite of 2004, the
vocals are slightly reminiscent of
Badfinger.

The Moonbabies’ “Orange Billboard”
(Parasol/Hidden Agenda Records) has
wonderful pacing, excellent concise pop
tunes per-
formed to per-
fection. Para-
sol is on a roll
here.

Sisyphus’
“Banana Peel”
is gorgeous
psychedelic
rock with
gentle cello
and congas. Visit www.philcarter.com
for more information.

In “The Best of REM” and “The Best
of the Red Hot Chili Peppers” from
Warner Brothers Records, there are excel-
lent song selections on the Peppers, but I
would have chosen a different line-up for
the REM release. The sound quality on
both compilations is excellent.
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Plains and Fanwood Arts Association’s
spring bus trip to the Philadelphia
Museum of Art (PMA) will be held on
Tuesday, March 30.

Visitors will see the “Manet and
the Sea” exhibition, which explores
the marine paintings of Edouard
Manet and his contemporaries, in-
cluding such Impressionists as Claude
Monet, Auguste Renoir, and Berthe
Morisot, who were deeply influenced
by Manet’s views of the sea.

“Manet and the Sea” brings art
with sea-related themes by a variety
of artists with differing ambitions,
and it features approximately 100
objects from public and private col-
lections in the United States and
abroad.

Attendees will board a bus at 8:30
a.m. in the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building parking lot and will return at
5 p.m. The cost of the trip is $42,
which includes the bus, admission to

the PMA, exhibit ticket and audio
tour cassette.

Payment must be received by Sun-
day, February 29, according to the
PMA.

For reservations and further infor-
mation, please call Anne Gibbons at
(908) 232-2631.
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Puppy: A Love Song” by Sandra
Boyton. (Workman’s Publishing Com-
pany, 2003), and a bedtime book that
counts down the kisses, “Counting
Kisses: A Kiss and Read Book” by
Karen Katz.
(Little Simon,
2003).

Young po-
etry lovers will
enjoy reading “
It’s Valentine’s
Day” by Jack
P r e l u t s k y .
(Harpertrophy
Reprint, 1996.)
while those who wish to make their
own valentines and treats will treasure
the activities in “Valentine’s Treats: Reci-
pes and Crafts For the Whole Family”
by Sara Perry and Kathlyn Meskel, with
photos by Quentin Bacon (Chronicle
Books, 2001).

And finally, just about everyone will
appreciate the full color photos of an-
tique valentines in “Greetings With Love:
the Book of Valentines” by Michael Karl
(Pelican Publishing Company, 2003).
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and Zimmer’s – cost $16.95 in the U.S.
Readers whose minds and tastebuds
could use an adventure should choose
Zimmer’s, while those seeking more
tame recipes should seek out Perry’s.

Every inch of each type of coffee
machine is covered in Perry’s book be-
fore tackling some of the fun stuff – the
recipes – where everything from the
Thai Kah-fe, Calypso Smoothie, Turk-
ish Coffee Float, and Drunken Padre are
highlighted.

Palate pleasers like the zesty Good-
Morning Orange Cake, Candied Gin-
ger Shortbread, and heavenly Devil’s

Halos cookies precede directions for a
sinful Tiramisù using freshly brewed
espresso and rum, as well as an espresso
ice cream that will have readers begging
for mercy.

Perry finishes off her 120-page book
with four “savories” one would never
believe include coffee as their ingredi-
ents – such as a Texas chili and shrimp
entrée.

“The New Complete Coffee Book:
A Gourmet Guide to Buying, Brewing,
and Cooking” is available at
www.chroniclebooks.com

Finally, “Cappuccino/Espresso: The
Book of Beverages” by Christie and Tho-
mas Katona offer readers a compromise
between the aforementioned books.
While there are no pictures (the top
border of dancing coffee cups is a con-
stant theme) and the history of the bev-
erage and its beans is kept to a minimum,
readers are treated to some links and
hints about flavored syrups and garnishes.

Imagine a Rocky Road Cappuccino
topped with Kahlua-Chocolate Whipped
Cream or the Toffee Coffee Latte fol-
lowed by some Witch’s Brew. Frappes,
shakes, floats and steamers also brew abun-
dantly in this book by Bristol Publishing
Enterprises.

“Cappuccino/Espresso” is the ideal
guidebook for beginners who find them-
selves stuck at the local coffee shop con-
fused by a venti latte and a grande frapp,
and invaluable to brewing experts who
want to impress guests and be challenged
by new and innovative recipes.

For $8.95, the Katona’s book is avail-
able at www.bristolcookbooks.com.
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that the finished project be no larger
than 3-feet by 3-feet.

Mastroianni announced that, on Sat-
urday, March 27, from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m., the Harvest Quilters and the
Watchung Arts Center would present
“Sharing the Quilts XXI,” an annual
quilt show at the Wilson Memorial
Union Church, 7 Valley Road in
Watchung.

Visitors will have the opportunity to
watch a quilt being made, to view 22
of the 25 Challenge Quilts, to enjoy a
vintage clothing display and sale, Rag-
gedy Ann Corner, paper piecing dem-
onstration and an exhibition of special
whimsical dolls. Quilts of all skill lev-
els will be represented and over 100
quilts will be displayed.

The early roots of the Harvest
Quilters can be traced back to a 1982

quilt show at the Plainfield YMCA,
where 35 pieces were displayed.

Funds raised from the show will
help the Harvest Quilters promote
and teach the art of quilting, while
aiding in the purchase of supplies for
quilts created for educational and chari-
table purposes.

A Tea Room will feature lunch and
snacks provided by female members of
the South Plainfield United Method-
ist Church.

A “Viewer’s Choice Awards” com-
petition is also slated. The entire show
is wheelchair and stroller accessible.

Admission is $5 for adults and chil-
dren under 12 will be admitted for
$2.50.

For more information, please call
Ann Eelman at (908) 755-7653 or e-
mail aeelman@worldnet.att.net.
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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Those who
missed the February 7 concert of the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield will never fully understand
why everyone else was talking about
Brahms the next morning.

They certainly could have attended,
as there were a number of empty seats.
Those readers who did not come should
seriously consider making a donation.
The future opportunity to have an
orchestra of this quality so conveniently
located should not be taken for granted
by anyone.

The start of the concert was de-
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Some women spritz a signature
scent when they want their beau to
find them alluring. Susan Zimmer,
the author of “Cappuccino Cock-
tails: Specialty Coffee Recipes and
‘A Whole-Latte’ More”
infuses “an industrial
strength coffee aroma”
on her book when send-
ing out press kits to give
them “that extra perk.”

All coffee quips aside,
Zimmer’s clever market-
ing technique turns
heads at trade shows and
entices book reviewers as
they flip their her recipe
book while funneling
frappuccinos in a hyp-
notic state.

Brewing and brim-
ming with Zimmer’s vi-
vacious personality, the
author inserts carica-
tures, cartoons and java
jokes, while educating readers about
different coffee beans, machines,
and trivia – all leading up to recipes
for rich and tempting
beverages.

Unlike other coffee
books, “Cappuccino
Cocktails” continues past
the cookbook phase and
addresses issues concern-
ing caffeine, dieting, os-
teoporosis, ulcers and
cholesterol, as related to
coffee drinking. It’s like
having your own thera-
pist, physician, coffee
brewer, and comedian all in one
book.

None of the recipes are intimi-
dating, all of them inviting. The

national bestseller, “Cappuccino
Cocktails” (ESP Publishing) to-
tals 222 pages, and is available at
www.CappuccinoCocktails.com.

“The New Complete Coffee
Book” by Sara Perry boasts the
delicious photography of Maren

Caruso for readers who insist on
having an up-close and personal
relationship with their frothy bev-

erages and desserts. The
gourmet guide by
Chronicle Books is more
serious and glossy than
Zimmer’s tome. It is truly
meant for the reader
more interested in div-
ing into the meticulous
lore of the beverage, and
the glossy arty photos
will entertain readers in-
stead of the more comi-
cal, hip approach used

by Zimmer.
In shore, different roasts for dif-

ferent folks. Both books – Perry’s
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layed, as Maestro David Wroe’s baton
and scores were apparently nowhere to
be found.

Wroe discussed the impressionistic
character of the first two works on the
program, Delius’ The Walk to Para-
dise Garden and Gould’s Lincoln Leg-
end, before conducting the first piece
without score or baton. The consum-
mate professional, Wroe lost none of
his composure or command.

The Delius piece was written as an
interlude for his opera A Village Romeo
and Juliet. As Joseph Orchard’s pro-
gram notes stated, “The music pos-
sesses a sense of stillness into which are
melded passionate outbursts.”

A warm string accompaniment un-
derscored the serene and beautiful me-
lodic lines being passed amongst the
woodwinds. Some of the occasionally
post-romantic harmony was quite
lovely. The brass gave more heft to the
aforementioned passionate outbursts,
in which the strings and woodwinds
played the melody together.

In a few of the fortissimo moments
the brass was too heavy, forgetting

their role as accompanist. When the
woodwinds and strings played together,
the balance was perfect.

The piece ended with an exquisite
fadeout, with the orchestra and Wroe
holding the audience spellbound in
absolute stillness.

After an announced 5-minute break,
during which the baton and score
reappeared, Wroe remarked that he
had only been able to hear Gould’s
Lincoln Legend on an acetate roll of a
live radio broadcast. I was unable to
procure a commercial recording to
preview the piece myself.

The piece was filled with musical
references to “The Battle Hymn of the
Republic” and “The Old Grey Mare.”

These references were rarely straight-
forward quotations. Rather they were
snippets, sometimes mutated, cleverly
woven into the fabric of the piece.

The threads that bound the whole
together seemed to be two musical
motifs, one of which sounded like the
first six notes from the second phrase of
God Save the King (“My Country ’Tis
of Thee”). The piece, which fully ex-
ploited the resources of the orchestra,
was finely crafted and performed deftly.

Having heard Brahms’ Symphony
No. 1 on numerous occasions, I was
not expecting to find anything new in
the work this time. Contrary to my
preconception, nothing on the pro-
gram surprised and delighted me as
much as the performance of this piece.

Wroe and the orchestra delivered an
impassioned, electrifying, and ulti-
mately revelatory performance.

The first unexpected event was
Wroe’s rare repeat of the exposition of
the first movement. Ricardo Muti’s
recent televised performance of
Brahms’ Symphony No. 2, in which
he repeated the exposition, may have
set a welcome precedent. Brahms ex-
poses a lot of thematic material, which
bears repeating for full auditory diges-
tion. It was wonderful to hear it a
second time.

Wroe demonstrated that conduct-
ing with a less than full-sized orchestra
could be an advantage when tackling a
full-bodied work. Like a sleek sailing
vessel, the WSO responded to Wroe’s
direction with flexibility difficult to
achieve with a full-sized orchestra,
which can have the inertia of an ocean
liner.

The maestro was able to mold the
phrasing and move forward or restrain
the tempo at will. Using his whole
body and the entire podium along
with his baton, he extracted every
nuance he felt in the music, giving the
piece an organic and spontaneous life.
He shaped every detail, never taking a
note for granted, while maintaining a
cohesive overall structure.

There were many individual high-
lights of the performance. The clarinet
and oboe solos in the middle of the
second movement soared. The solo
violin and horn duet at the end of the
movement was gorgeous, with Anton
Miller’s violin sounding particularly
satisfying.

In the introduction to the fourth
movement, the horn and flute solos
were singing and spacious, and the
trombone and horn choir sounded
like a church hymn sung by the
gods. I loved the gradual broadening
of the tempo prior to the calando
and subsequent animato recapitula-
tion of the second theme. I have
always heard this played in strict
tempo, but Wroe’s interpretation was
perfect, giving the orchestra a chance
to wind down after the preceding
turbulence.

In the climax of the coda, the brass
choir played fittingly full out. The
ensuing resumption of tempo was faster
than before, providing more energy
and urgency. Even the final tonic chords
were spaced progressively farther apart,
increasing in weight. They were never
a perfunctory destination, but the end
of a mighty melodic and harmonic
struggle.

When the symphony ended, the
audience, acknowledging Wroe, the
WSO, and Brahms, was unable to
contain its justifiable ardor, standing
and applauding for several curtain calls.
It was a truly memorable performance
that no one should have missed.

Brad Tinfow for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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Children of all ages can add an extra
dimension to their Valentine’s Day
celebrations by reading a book about
the holiday. The following books are
just a few of the many available.

“The Very Special Valentine”
(Chronicle, 2003) written by Chris-
tine Tagg is an
i n t e r a c t i v e
book for
younger chil-
dren. Bunny
Gray goes on a
hunt to find a
Va l e n t i n e ’s
Day present
for his friend,
Rosie. What does he find along the
way? The pages of the book open up so
that children have the opportunity to
see and touch some of his treasures.

Younger elementary school age stu-
dents will enjoy “Today Is Valentine’s
Day” by P.K. Hollinan Ideals Children’s
Books, 1994). Rhyme has come a long
way since this book was written 10
years ago, and adult readers may find
the rhyme forced and at times barely
passable, but children will delight in
the story’s cute message.

For a book that imparts a religious
flavor to Valentine’s Day, Bible verses
reinforce the message that God’s love
is to be shared every day in “Let’s Show
God’s Love on Valentine’s Day” by
Greg Holder (Standard Publishing,
2002).

“Roses are Pink, Your Feet Really
Stink” by Diane de Groat (Mulberry
Books, 1996) takes a silly look at friend-
ship and love. Gilbert sends not-so-
nice Valentines to his classmates, and
signs other student’s names. What
happens when they find out Gilbert
sent them?

Two cute board books suitable for
toddlers and younger are: “Snuggle
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Usually I kick off each column
with the latest CDs that have been
cranking out of my stereo, followed
by DVD reviews at the end.
Today, however, I am feel-
ing crazy, wild and
dangerously naughty
as I am going to begin
with DVD reviews.
Brace yourself.

Paramount Home
Video has released
Frasier and Cheers, the
complete second sea-
sons on DVD. The pic-
ture quality and special
features are excellent.

Eagle Vision Home
Video recently un-
earthed a long-requested
Frank Zappa concert
documentary. Baby
Snakes, which captures
the on- and off-stage an-
tics of Zappa’s 1977 tour-
ing band. The picture
and sound are rather
splendid.

In The Pretenders’
Loose in L.A., lead singer
Chrissie Hynde is in
great voice, her backing
band plays the songs too
close to the vest and the
guitar solos are just like
the album versions.

Finally, Eagle Vision
presents the excellent
Nine Hundred Nights,
a stellar set of live per-
formances from Big Brother and the
Holding Company with Janis Joplin.

Anchor Bay Entertainment brings
us a brilliant DVD version of Time
Bandits, Terry Gilliam’s twisted
children’s/adult fairytale starring John
Cleese, Michael Palin and Sean
Connery. As great as the DVD is, the
special features interviews with
Gilliam and Palin are priceless, as is
the feature documentary on Gilliam.
This is an essential DVD.

Classic Pictures brings us

YESSPEAK, a unique look a the
history of the great progressive rock
group as told by the band members
themselves and narrated by The
Who’s lead singer, Roger Daltrey,

who is apparently a long-time
friend of the band.

While I would have liked
to see more archival foot-
age from the mid-70s,
this is a minor quibble
as the DVD finds the
band still rocking and
creating new, adventur-
ous music.

Lastly, Music Video
Distribution (MVD)
offers an ambitious gui-
tar orchestration from
the avant-garde com-
poser Glenn Branca en-
titled Glenn Branca –
Symphonies 8 & 10 –
Live at The Kitchen in
which intense guitar or-
chestration slowly builds
and builds until the
pieces reach their ca-
cophonous ends.

The picture and
sound quality are excel-
lent, helping to increase
the dramatic tension in-
herent in the music,
another winner from
MVD!

Now, the following
are gut-reactions upon
hearing the latest CD
releases:

Progressive metal
band, Keelhaul’s lat-

est release, “Subject to Change With-
out Notice” (Hydra Head Records)
is challenging and honestly, a bit
frightening to be listened to in the
dark. Fans of King Crimson’s “Red”
will adore this release.

Swell reissues from Badman
Records — Swell specialized in edgy,
nervous, and manic, yet beautiful
music at the same time. Badman did
a great re-mastering job on these
recordings, which are much clearer
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Roll it, pat it and
mark it with your name.

Those were the basic rules outlined
for a handful of residents at the
Westfield Senior Housing complex
during a printmaking workshop spon-
sored by the Westfield Art Association’s
(WAA) Outreach Program this Tues-
day morning.

“You will get differ-
ent textures depend-
ing on how much ink
you put on,” advised
WAA member Bar-
bara Zietchick, as she
distributed books filled
with heavily-lined
images similar to those
found in coloring
books. Vibrant flow-
ers found in calendars
and magazines, how-
ever, sparked the
imaginations of most
residents.

“Think ‘line’ in-
stead of when you are painting and think-
ing of thick color,” she reminded them.

WAA members Mary Cho and Chris-
tine Parker cut squares of Styrofoam
from brand-new pieces donated by Stop
& Shop in Westfield. The foam would
be the foundation of the relief print, as
residents used pencils to impress a cho-
sen design into the soft medium.

Next, the foam block would be satu-
rated with turquoise, cobalt blue or
black ink coated on rollers, and finally
patted or pressed upon fluorescent
papers to create the relief print.

“The first line (to draw) is the hard-

est and then suddenly the design de-
velops,” promised Barbara, who also
suggested that residents might experi-
ment with layering, texturing and al-
ternate ink colors.

“It will go through different states,
you can wash the foam and add other
tones to it and print again on top of it
until you feel your print is finished.
This is the fun part because you don’t

know exactly what it’s going to look
like,” she added.

All of the residents chose florals for
their subject matter. Meanwhile, Mary
impressed residents with her relief print
rendition of a playful sea otter.

Matilda Reitman selected tulips for
her first relief print before moving on
to a challenging amaryllis, while Laura
Brewer selected a robust bluebell,
which surprisingly repeated off of the
inked roller when only one impression
was supposed to be made.

Johanna Poggioli opted for an ar-
rangement of smaller flowers with a
simple border for her project. She

received a helping
hand from WAA
member Janna
Sage Peterson in re-
peating the pattern
with different inks
and textures.

Barbara and Laura
made a fascinating
discovery – using a
paper towel that was
manufactured with
floral embossing,
they applied the pa-
per to the inked foam
before stamping the
design. The result
was a stippled floral

background for Laura’s bluebell.
Soon, experimenting with found

textures became all the rage. The final
touch? Signing their names like true,
famous artists.

“This is better than grocery shop-
ping!” exclaimed Matilda.

Watercolors will be the next work-
shop sponsored by the WAA at the
senior complex, followed by acrylic
painting on Tuesday, February 24.

Additionally, the facility’s Arts &
Crafts Room included a few display
boards where the residents proudly
exhibited their collage projects from
the previous week’s workshop.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The quilting
group at the Westfield Senior Hous-
ing Corporation (WSHC) complex
marked its first anniversary with a
special luncheon on Tuesday after-
noon in the facility’s Community
Room.

Westfield resident Carol
Mastroianni, a member of the Har-
vest Quilters of Central New Jersey,
which meets in Scotch Plains, was
the guest speaker.

A former teacher at Franklin
Elementary School in Westfield,
Mastroianni shared some of the
quilts that she has created and
some made by her sister in Cali-
fornia.

While arranging some of the
colorful and whimsical quilts on
tables, she told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that she was es-
pecially motivated to create her
“Challenge Quilt,” which in-
cluded birds and butterflies in
purple, blue and fluorescent green
for the Harvest Quilters.

To create the Challenge Quilts,
each artisan had to incorporate two
to three fabrics of their choice. Each
wall hanging was designed and ex-
ecuted with individually selected
patterns. The only rule mandated
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