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Fred Rossi for The Times
INTENSE ATTENTION...Members of the township committee to review options for forming a Special Improvement
District in downtown Scotch Plains met Tuesday evening. Attention is keen as details are nearing completion for decision
making. Pictured above, from left to right, are: Seymour Stein, CEO of Executive Suites; Councilwoman Nancy Malool
and former Scotch Plains Mayor Irene Schmidt.

Benjamin Corbin for The Times
WINTER FUN...The snow and weather continue to provide great conditions for
winter fun for area children. Sledding conditions at Scotch Hills and Echo Lake
Park have been excellent. Pictured above, last week, a trio of young girls enjoy
the late afternoon at Echo Lake Park.

MICHAEL ROSSI, FATHER OF COUNCILMAN FRANK ROSSI, DIES AT 85

Life, Legacy of Former S. Plains
Police Chief Unfolds in Interview

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Michael Rossi, a former Scotch
Plains Police Chief and the father of
Councilman Frank Rossi, died last
weekend at age 85.

He was with the police depart-
ment from 1946 until he retired as
Chief in 1983; in early 1960, when
he was a sergeant, Mr. Rossi re-
ceived the first commendation
plaque ever awarded to a local
police officer, for his actions in the
arrest of three armed men who
were attempting to rob a local gas
station.

Most police officers have a load
of stories, good and bad, from their
days on the force. But Michael
Rossi had one that dated back to the
days before he became a cop.

In 2001, Mr. Rossi was named
Grand Marshal of that year’s Me-
morial Day Parade in Scotch Plains,
during which World War II veter-
ans would be honored. He had been
based at Pearl Harbor on December
7, 1941.

I winced a bit when the newspa-
per asked me to interview Mr. Rossi
about his experiences and memo-
ries from that day of infamy. For
one thing, I wasn’t at all sure that
he’d be interested in talking about
what must have been one of the
scariest and intense days of his life.
Plus, even though I had read a good
deal about World War II, I wasn’t
sure if I would be able to ask any

pertinent questions beyond, “What
was it like that day?”

I first asked Councilman Rossi if
he thought his father would be inter-
ested in talking to me and was told
that it probably would be doable,
although, Councilman Rossi warned
me, his father wasn’t crazy about
talking about his war experiences. I
promised I would keep things brief,
figuring that if the elder Mr. Rossi
grew weary of me, he could always
simply hang up the phone.

When I called him a few days
later to set up the interview, Mr.
Rossi invited me to his home in

Michael Rossi

Scotch Plains despite my strong sug-
gestion that it might be more conve-
nient for him to talk to me over the
telephone.

I arrived at Mr. Rossi’s home for
what I guessed would be a very brief
chat that I would then have to stretch
into a much longer article. Within a
few minutes, though, I realized I
wouldn’t be leaving any time soon.

We sat at his kitchen table and
Michael Rossi had dug out a pile of
photographs from his younger days
along with some yellowed newspa-
per clippings to show me.

I think I began the interview with

my “What was it like that day?”
question and he was off and running,
taking me through the story of his
life, from his upbringing in the Bronx
to the morning of December 7, 1941,
when the 23-year-old Mr. Rossi was
getting set to go eat breakfast.

I just let him talk as much as he
wanted to, not wanting to push too
hard and possibly drag up some pain-
ful memory. I prepared myself for
the possibility that Mr. Rossi might
just reach a certain point in his story
and decide he’d talked as much as he
wanted to.

Instead, he went into great detail

about what happened that day 60
years earlier, sometimes stopping to
go back and clarify something in his
story. He periodically paused to ask

me if his story was helpful and if I
was getting the information I
needed.

I only wish I had used a tape re-
corder instead of a pen and notebook
to record his story, although Mr. Rossi
might have requested that the re-
corder be turned off on the handful of
instances when his narrative veered
into off-the-record territory.

“I was just a bit player in a real
tragic drama,” Michael Rossi told
me in an attempt, perhaps, to
downplay his role in the war. But
every soldier could make that same
claim, I realized. It was putting all
those supposedly bit players to-
gether in a unified cause that led to
our victory in World War II.

After almost two hours of de-
lightful and informative conver-
sation, I tried to wrap things up,
knowing I had taken far too much

of Mr. Rossi’s time even though I
secretly hoped he’d invite me to
stay for the evening so I could hear
more war stories. He generously
allowed me to take a few of his
decades-old photos for the news-
paper to print and told me to call
him if I needed any more informa-
tion.

And when the article on his Pearl
Harbor experience was published,
he was kind enough to send me a note
of thanks.

There is no better way to learn
history than through a first-person
account. Michael Rossi, with a great
memory and with good humor, gave
me a real bird’s eye view of one of the
most memorable days in history. And
he gave me one of the more interest-
ing stories I have written.
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Fanwood Planning Bd.
Elects 2004 Officers
By DEBORAH MADISON

Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Planning/Zoning
Board held their annual re-organi-
zation meeting on January 26. New
members were sworn in and offic-
ers were elected.

New board members, Peter
Sayles and Matthew Glennon, along
with alternates Joseph Higgins and
Dale Flowers took their oaths of
office. Roseanne Tobey was also
sworn in as the newly appointed
Mayor’s Designee.

Gregory Cummings was re-
elected as Board Chairman and
John Celardo was elected as Vice
Chairman. Mr. Cummings will be
serving his ninth term as Chairman
and Mr. Celardo will be serving his

first term as Vice Chairman. Rob-
ert Mega was re-elected to serve as
the board’s attorney, while Beatrice
Poultney was re-elected to serve as
the board secretary.

There were no hearings for this
month on the agenda. The board
discussed three resolutions and
voted on them at second reading.
All three were approved, includ-
ing the AT&T application to place
cellular antennas on towers on
LaGrande Avenue.

The board retired to executive
session to discuss the Verizon law-
suit against the Borough. The next
agenda meeting of the Fanwood
Planning/Zoning Board will be held
on February 16 and the next regular
meeting will be on February 25.

SID Comm. Cannot Agree
On Downtown Assessments

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The committee looking at the pos-
sibility of establishing a Special Im-
provement District (SID) in Scotch
Plains was unable to resolve the ques-
tion of assessments on downtown
property owners this week, but mem-
bers say they are committed to re-
solving the issue next week and then
voting on whether to present the SID
proposal to the wider business com-
munity in two weeks.

At the steering committee’s 17th
meeting since it was organized last
September, members voted on es-
tablishing the SID’s formal bound-
aries, but spent the balance of Tues-
day evening’s two-hour meeting de-
bating whether to charge all down-
town businesses at the same rate or
whether to have a multi-tiered as-
sessment system in which certain
types of properties would pay differ-
ent amounts. The discussion prior to
the vote on the SID’s boundaries was
not without some contention, as some
members favored more expansive
borders so as to include potential
future business properties.

Committee member Seymour
Stein backed this approach, calling
for the SID boundaries to be ex-
tended from the previously-agreed
upon area centering around the Park
Avenue-East Second Street neigh-
borhood to an area that included
Terrill Road properties as well as the
entire length of Front Street from
Park Avenue to Terrill Road. Under
his idea, which was eventually backed
by the rest of the committee, residen-
tial properties on Front Street would
not be assessed nor would properties
on Terrill Road, with the latter being
exempt for at least one year since
they were included in the SID late in
the process.

The SID, as approved unanimously
by the steering committee, will run
along Park Avenue from Route 22 to
the Fanwood border, along the entire
length of East Second Street and
Front Street, along the east side of
Terrill Road from Front Street to
East Second Street and a one-block
segment of Westfield Avenue from
Park Avenue to Forest Road. Any
future boundary expansion would
require the approval of the Township
Council, which will also have to
enact an ordinance formally estab-
lishing the SID.

Turning to the major sticking point
of how assessments will be calcu-
lated, Mr. Stein, as he has done at
previous meetings, strongly urged

that retail properties be assessed at
25 cents per $100 of assessed value
while properties that house offices
pay a smaller percentage of that 25-
cent level. He reasoned that office
properties are more self-contained
than retail properties, require less
maintenance and receive fewer ben-
efits from a SID than retail busi-
nesses.

Various downtown events, like
sidewalk sales and street fairs, don’t
benefit office buildings or even con-
dominiums or apartment buildings,
he argued. Other members disagreed,
saying all properties, regardless of
their use, should pay the full 25 cents
per $100 levy.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool, the
council’s liaison to the steering com-
mittee, said she “thought the concept
here was we’re all in this together?”

Other members, especially Irene
Schmidt, Jim Watson and Steve
Goldberg, seemed to agree with a
uniform assessment for all proper-
ties, with the argument being made
that offices and apartments do ben-
efit from a revitalized downtown
because it helps attract office and
apartment tenants.

Seth Grossman, a consultant who
has been leading the committee
through its discussions for the past
five months, agreed that, “at some
base level, there is a universal ben-
efit,” but strongly urged the commit-
tee to consider a two-tiered system.

Mr. Grossman presented a
worksheet listing most of the proper-

ties in the proposed SID “except
those on Terrill Road and Front Street
that were added this week as well as
another 25 on East Second Street
that were inadvertently omitted” and
how much each would pay under the
25 cents per $100 proposal and how
much of an operating budget that
level would finance.

The 25 cents per $100 assessment
on the nearly 90 properties listed
would fund a budget of nearly
$63,000; the additional, inadvertently
omitted properties on East Second
Street will obviously add to the total.

Mr. Grossman said he would in-
corporate those additional proper-
ties into a new calculation and present
it at next week’s meeting. An effort
will also be made to see how lower
assessments of certain office proper-
ties would affect the budget.

Next Tuesday, the committee ex-
pects to resolve the assessment issue
and then vote on whether to present
the SID idea to the wider business
community at an informational meet-
ing set for Thursday, February 19, at
Scotch Hills Country Club.

It’s expected that a more formal
presentation will be made at that
time, with downtown property own-
ers encouraged to ask questions and
provide input and ideas to the com-
mittee. Afterwards, the steering com-
mittee will gauge the response of the
business property owners before de-
ciding whether to formally request
the Township Council enact an ordi-
nance setting up the SID.

Fanwood Mayor, Council End
Plans for Shuttle Bus Service

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

The proposed shuttle bus service
for Fanwood and Scotch Plains will
not go forward, it was officially an-
nounced at Tuesday’s agenda meet-
ing of Fanwood’s mayor and council.

Councilman Stuart Kline ex-
plained that a consultant, Herb Bra-
dley, was hired to research the issue.
His investigation determined that
such a shuttle service “does not
sustain itself,” and “loses money.”
In addition, the program would have
required money to be set aside to
purchase a second bus. Mr. Bradley
learned from the experiences of other
towns, such as Metuchen and
Maplewood, that the buses tended
to be “out of service a significant
amount of time,” often “one or two
weeks a year.”

Another reason for the decision is
that it is “hard to gain a level of
ridership,” Councilman Kline stated.

In closing the matter, Mayor Col-
leen Mahr stated that she will speak
with both New Jersey Transit and
Scotch Plains’ Mayor Martin Marks,
to make sure that both parties are
notified completely on the issue. A
resolution will be presented at next
week’s regular council meeting on
this topic. The total cost for Mr.
Bradley’s consultant work is $3,000,
of which Scotch Plains is respon-
sible for 75 percent and Fanwood for
25 percent.

In other business, Borough Engi-
neer Richard Marsden showed the
mayor and council a photograph of

the original wooden trestle bridge at
Sheelen’s Crossing, near the train
station. Mr. Marsden stated that this
is the type of bridge that he would
like to see as the design for the new
pedestrian bridge to be built next to
Sheelen’s Crossing, and the govern-
ing body gave their consent on the
design choice.

The second bridge will be built
because the sidewalks on Sheelen’s
Crossing are too narrow for safe
passage by bicyclists and pedestri-
ans at the same time, as well as for
baby strollers to fit safely. The new
bridge, which will span 110 feet and
be constructed of steel, will be lifted
into place by crane or helicopter.
The total estimated cost of con-
struction is $110,000, and Fanwood
has received grant money for the
project.

Next week’s meeting will include
the appointment of Elizabeth Trimpin
to the Environmental Commission
and Peter Sayles as the Planning
Board’s Liaison to the Environmen-
tal Commission.

In addition, two ordinances will
have a second hearing: an ordinance
establishing salaries for the Public
Works Department, and an ordinance
increasing the membership in the
Recreation Commission.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
GRAND MARSHAL…Grand Marshal Michael Rossi took a ride down Martine
Avenue in a camouflage vehicle during the Memorial Day Parade in Scotch
Plains and Fanwood in 2001.
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WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, JANUARY 5
• C V S  m a n a g e r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h r e e

individuals entered into the store and
shoplifted several items for eye care.
The suspects left the store before they
could be detained.

• A  r e s i d e n t  o f  L y d e  P l a c e  r e p o r t e d
that someone painted “Fxxx you Fxx” in
brown stain. On a shed there was more
painting and also the letter Z.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 6
• A  S p r u c e  M i l l  L a n e  r e s i d e n t  r e -

ported that his wallet was stolen from a
table inside the gym at the Jewish Com-
munity Center. The victim began to
work out and once he finished he re-
turned for his wallet and found that it
was stolen. Someone also used his
American Express card on Sunday Janu-
ary 4, at the shell station on Saint George

Street in Rahway.
THURSDAY, JANUARY 8

• S a n g u i l i a n o  G a r d e n  C e n t e r  r e p o r t e d
that Real Landscaping Maintenance Inc.
issued a bad check in the amount of
$228.96. Sanguiliano Garden Center re-
ported that several letters had been sent
out requesting payment but no response
as of this time.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 9
• O l a s u p o  I .  O g u n f e m i ,  3 9 ,  o f  T e r n e y

Avenue was arrested and charged with
shoplifting from CVS. Ogunfemi was
charged with attempting to remove a
box of condoms from the pharmacy. He
was issued a summons and released.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10
• T h e  o w n e r s  o f  H u n g s  R e s t a u r a n t

reported that someone entered the rear
cellar door that leads to the basement
and stole several of the employee’s
personal belongings. A witness ob-
served that a white male with a goatee
and mustache approximately 35 to 40
years old, and about 5’9” tall was
seen exiting from the basement. The
suspect told the witness that he was
looking for his lost dog.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21
• A  S k y t o p  D r i v e  r e s i d e n t  r e p o r t e d

that family passports were taken from
her room between January 9 and 21.
There is no known suspect at this time
and no signs of forced entry.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25
• A n  e m p l o y e e  f r o m  W i l d  B i r d s

Unlimited reported that her wallet was
taken from her purse, which was by the
back door of the store. The suspect was
described as a white male wearing a
dirty white puffy coat and blue jeans,
balding and about 6 feet tall. The vic-
tim observed a small blue four-door
car drive away from the rear of the
store.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 30
•  Derell Richardson, 23, of Plainfield

was arrested outside the Loews Theater
for weapon’s possession and an open
container of alcohol in a motor vehicle.
Richardson was released on his own
recognizance.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 31
•

 A Columbus resident reported that the
tires of his vehicle were punctured
while it was parked at the Loews The-
ater.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2
•

 Following a motor vehicle accident
John Carroll, 33, of Westfield was
arrested on Woodland Avenue and
cited for DWI as well as failure to
submit to a breathalizer test and oper-
ating a vehicle without insurance.

TREE PLAY…At the end of January, Wardlaw-Hartridge School Pre-K4
students Jake Payami of Scotch Plains, Emma Wightman and Yumna Naqvi,
both of Edison, and Owen Mairo of Cranford gathered in the school library to
present the “Love a Tree” play for their parents and grandparents.

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

MOUNTAINSIDE

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
FLAGS FOR SALE…Scotch Plains are selling flags and plaques to be put on the
decretive light poles in downtown Scotch Plains. These flags and plaques will be
selling for $125.00. The fee for these flags is not to make a profit, but to cover
the costs of the flags and plaques. Pictured above From left to right in front of
the light pole with a flag and plaque on it are Nancy Malool, Mayor Marty
Marks, and Construction official Bob LaCosta.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21
•  A resident of Moss Avenue reported

that her motor vehicle was burglarized
while it was parked in her driveway.
Twenty dollars in cash was removed from
the vehicle.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25
•  The owner of a South Avenue

business reported the theft of $8,700
worth of items from the establishment,
including sockets, drills, air guns and
ratchets.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28
•  A Clark resident reported that his

1990 Cadillac Deville was stolen from
where it was parked on Quimby Street.
The vehicle had been left unlocked,
police said.

DECA Students Qualify
For State Competition

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School DECA
Chapter, an association of marketing
students, participated in its annual
Regional Competition on January 6
at Middlesex County College.

The students spent the day prepar-
ing and presenting their business
skills to judges of 14 different team
or individual event categories.

Of the large number of high
school students that competed, 51
captured awards that would qualify
them to attend the DECA State
Conference from Thursday, Febru-
ary 26 to Saturday, February 28 in
Cherry Hill.

“Taking 97 students to Regionals
and having over half of them qualify
for States is quite an achievement,”
remarked DECA Advisor Dan
Margolis.

Of the 25 individual awards, Mr.
Margolis was especially proud of
first-year DECA students, who won
12 of the awards.

Outstanding competitors included
Hospital Services team Ted Sensor
and Josh Kay, E-Commerce Deci-
sion Making team Chris D’Annunzio
and Jason Krueger, and Marketing
Management competitor Mike
Hessemer – all won First Place awards
for their role plays and tests.

Council Considers
Lighted Crosswalk
At Lord & Taylor

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- The Westfield
Town Council held its conference
session scheduled for last week prior
to Tuesday night’s public session.

The council discussed a proposal
for a lighted crosswalk across from
Lord & Taylor.

Town Administrator James
Gildea explained that last summer
the town was contacted regarding
the installation of the lighted cross-
walk. He said that at the time, the
town agreed that it would contrib-
ute $4,500 or one-third of the project
cost, whichever is less.

Store manager Rich Weiner was
present  in the event the members of
the council had any questions.

The council later passed a reso-
lution supporting the crosswalk. The
county will now have to approve
the crosswalk, since North Avenue
is a county road.

In other business, the council had
before it a resolution to appoint 18
special police officers.

Mr. Gildea explained that they
receive a stipend of approximately
$1,000. He said that the special
police can assist with traffic direc-
tion and could save the town in
police costs.

Mayor Gregory McDermott ques-
tioned how the special police offic-
ers are trained.

Third Ward Republican Council-
man Mark Ciarrocca responded that

there are two classes of officers, A
and B. Both, he said, go through
training at the police academy, but
that A can carry a weapon and B
cannot.

Regular police officers have to
be used for utility projects, but the
special police will be a “better
downtown presence” according to
Mr. Gildea.

First Ward Republican Council-
man Peter Echausse, Chairman of
the Finance Policy Committee,
gave the council an update on the
budget process.

He said that his committee talked
about some of the “big ticket items”
and began discussing some “philo-
sophical things.” He explained that
this year the town will have to pay
into the police and fire department
pension funds, which had previ-
ously been over funded and the
town did not have to contribute to.

Councilman Echausse said that
his committee is taking a “much
bigger picture approach to the op-
erating budget.”

Mr. Gildea added that he has
made some assumptions regarding
the revenue so that parallels can be
drawn.

First Ward Republican Council-
man Sal Caruana reported that the
Code Review and Town Property
Committee met and is working on
putting together a value statement
with recommendations for policy
changes.

WF Residents Raise
Questions Regarding
Development Status

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- The Westfield
Town Council continued its new
2004 format for its regular public
meeting on Tuesday night, during
which town professionals do not
respond until after the public com-
ment has ceased.

Mayor Gregory McDermott rec-
ognized Town Clerk Bernard
Heeney for his winning the Silver
Pen Award from The Star-Ledger.

Boulevard resident Rosalyn
Harrison told the council that she
“read with some concern” the
school children projections for the
redevelopment projects. She also
questioned what the project status
is.

Mayor McDermott responded
that the report was written before
the council spoke with the devel-
oper regarding the size and scope
of the project. He added that the
traffic study should be back in one
to two weeks.

The mayor also stated that the
negotiating committee has not met
in a couple of months, and that
“nothing has been going on in that
period of time.”

Boulevard resident Jerry Hickey
questioned when the public would
have access to the traffic study.

Mayor McDermott said that a
public meeting would be held re-
garding the traffic study.

Mr. Hickey also questioned if the
proposed development at New
Street was still on the table, and
asked what the status was on an
affordable housing portion of the
proposed development projects.

Mountain Avenue resident
Mitchell Pincus said that because
of the increase in commuter permit
costs he is now walking to the train
station.

He also said that he objects to the
“politicizing” of the Memorial Day
Parade because the Knights of Co-
lumbus advertise their Bike For
Life campaign.

Orenda Circle resident Allen
Solomon questioned if the New
Street development was included
in the traffic study. He also said
that should more than the projected
six school age children be living in
the proposed new development that
if the costs could be passed onto
the developer.

Town Administrator James
Gildea stated that a shared cost
with the developer has been dis-
cussed but no resolution has been
come to.

Highland Avenue resident John
Devitt stated his concern with some
recent projects “which have bro-
ken away from residential frame-
work.”

Resident Tim Harrington said
that he saw the advertisement for
the town to hire a project manager
and questioned who amongst the
council had the expertise to hire
one.

Mr. Gildea explained that the
project manager will be interviewed
by a council committee, and then
there may be interviews before the
council as a whole.

He said that he would look into
the issue regarding the Memorial
Day Parade because the town pro-
vides funds.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren
stated that the new affordable hous-
ing regulations for the state should
be finalized this summer and then
the Town will know what will be
required of them.

He also said that the deed for
New Street is currently being held
in escrow until the developer comes
forward with new plans.

Westfield BOE Reviews
Curriculum, Personnel

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Times

The Westfield Board of Education
discussed curriculum and personnel
matters pertaining to the 2004-2005
budget at its meeting on Tuesday.

The meeting began with a report on
curriculum needs and initiatives from
Assistant Superintendent of Curricu-
lum and Instruction Dr. Janie Edmunds.

Dr. Edmunds noted that all curricu-
lum-related requests in the budget are
due to curriculum revisions and the
addition of several new courses
throughout the district.

The preliminary budget calls for ap-
proximately $200,000 in new text-
books. Students in grades 4 and 5 learn
about New Jersey’s history as part of
their social studies curriculum, and
some classes are still using textbooks
that have a picture of Thomas Kean as
New Jersey’s governor.

Additionally, the new textbooks are
needed for the kindergarten through
grade 5 language arts program, which
will be seeing a “new, differentiated
approach” in the coming years. Teach-
ers will have the option of using text-
books from lower or higher grades to
accommodate each student’s individual
needs as part of what Dr. Edmunds
called “one of our most fundamental
building blocks for everything we do
K-12.”

At the intermediate level, new and
revised classes call for new textbooks
in language arts, where students will
be exposed to a larger variety of fiction
and short stories; mathematics, where
faculty will begin implementing the
second phase of the new algebra cur-
riculum, and Spanish, where instruc-
tors are attempting to make classes
“increasingly authentic.”

At Westfield High School (WHS),
new textbooks will be used in language
arts to “make it more multicultural,”
according to Dr. Edmunds. The social
studies department is offering a new
course called Exploratory Global Per-
spectives, and additional new textbooks
will be needed for chemistry and phys-
ics classes.

Dr. Edmunds continued her presen-
tation by explaining new initiatives to
be taken with the district’s faculty, in-
cluding ways to use summer time, as
well as taking advantage of the teach-
ers’ expertise to further improve cur-
riculums. At the elementary level, teach-
ers will begin formulating and imple-
menting life science and writing strands
for the science and language arts cur-
ricula, respectively.

Teachers at the intermediate level face
a special challenge, as President Bush’s
No Child Left Behind Act calls for all
students, including students in special
education programs, to pass federally-
mandated assessment tests. These re-
quirements are the impetus behind a
new initiative to improve the special
education mathematics curriculum.

Both the art and health programs at
WHS will also receive curricular revi-
sions.

Board Secretary Robert Berman gave
a brief presentation on personnel mat-

ters. The preliminary budget calls for
four new teachers, one new resource
center instructor, and one new guid-
ance counselor, all at WHS.

These additions are all due to the
growing enrollment at the high school
level. No personnel will be added at the
elementary or intermediate levels. Po-
sitions being left out of the budget
include a K-8 science coordinator, a K-
8 special education supervisor, an ad-
ditional computer technician and an
additional guidance counselor at the
elementary level.

Mr. Berman also recapped the capi-
tal projects section of the preliminary
budget, saying the only projects defi-
nitely in the budget at this point are the
addition of a temporary classroom and
a partial ceiling replacement at Edison
Intermediate School.

The board will also continue pursu-
ing the possibility of renovating the
track at WHS at a cost of approxi-
mately $325,000. The list of abandoned
capital projects includes renovations
to the parking lot and parapet wall at
Lincoln School; a partial ceiling repair
at Tamaques Elementary School, and
repairs to the portico at the Elm Street
administration building.

Board President Arlene Gardner
noted the progress being made in keep-
ing the budget increase to a minimum,
saying, “personnel and capital projects
have been pared down to bare essen-
tials.”

The public will have an opportunity
to vote on the budget and elect three
members to the Board of Education on
Tuesday, April 20.

The board addressed the unusual
intensity of this winter’s snowfall and
its effect on the school calendar. Super-
intendent of Schools Dr. William Foley
addressed the looming crisis frankly,
telling the board, “We have no more
snow days.”

In preparation for additional snow-
fall, Dr. Foley proposed that Gradua-
tion Day be pushed back from June 21
to June 24. Under Dr. Foley’s proposal,
classes could be in session from June
21 to June 24 should the weather de-
mand it.

The planned celebration at the Rico-
chet Racquet Club could be moved to
June 24, due to a fortuitous opening in
the club’s availability. Board members
debated the merits of Dr. Foley’s pro-
posal, as well as suggesting such alter-
natives as opening the schools on
President’s Day, February 16, or taking
away Thursday, April 15, which is the
first planned day of spring break.

After much discussion, the board
decided not to move graduation to June
24, citing the possible inconvenience
to families that have made plans for
relatives to fly in for the ceremony on
June 21. The board also noted the 2003-
2004 school calendar expressly states
that school will be open on April 15
should the district exceed the number
of allotted snow days.

Dr. Foley took the board’s sugges-
tion, stating that, “If we have signifi-
cant problems with snow, the next thing
to go will be spring break.”

Lois Bhatt Appointed
Exec. Director of BRIDGES
SUMMIT – Members of the Board

of Directors of BRIDGES Outreach
in Summit are pleased to announce
the appointment of Lois Cappetta
Bhatt to the position of full-time
Executive Director as of January 1.

Ms. Bhatt brings to BRIDGES her
many years of administrative experi-
ence at Yale University and as the
first director of an AIDS outreach
program in New Haven, CT.

Ms. Bhatt said, “I am delighted to be
part of BRIDGES. BRIDGES fills a
tremendous need to the people living on
the street, not by just by providing
essentials, but by providing them with
compassion and friendship. I am look-
ing forward to increasing awareness
about the homeless populations so near
to us, and working with the many volun-
teers that comprise the BRIDGES fam-
ily. There are so many opportunities for
people of all ages to get involved and
make an immediate difference.”

Ms. Bhatt has been active in Madi-
son and Summit for a number of
years and is a member of the Board
of Trustees of the Women’s Resource
Center. She is the author of I’m Sorry

You Have to Be Here (PinkInk 2002),
a mother’s story of cancer, family and
survival and is actively involved in
Pathways, a program of the Women’s
Resource Center that offers breast
cancer support. She lives in Madison
with her husband and two children.

Francis Moses and Darryl Carley
will continue as Run Coordinators
for BRIDGES.

BRIDGES, a non-profit organiza-
tion located in Summit serves the
homeless people of lower Manhattan,
Newark and Irvington. BRIDGES
achieves this goal by making “runs”
to designated stops in lower Manhat-
tan, Newark and Irvington with a
caravan of committed volunteers shar-
ing compassion, friendship and a
truckload of soup, beverages, bag din-
ners, clothing, blankets, toiletries and
other goods. Donations are accepted
on Tuesdays and Fridays.

If individuals or an organization would
like to become a volunteer for BRIDGES
by making soup, organizing a drive for
coats, gloves or other needed items, or
coming on a run, please contact Lois
Bhatt at (908) 273-0176.

See the entire
newspaper in color at

www.goleader.com


