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Westfield Reader Questions Aspects of
Redevelopment School Impact Study
I read with great interest your article

last week regarding the HKT “Report
Spotlights Impact of Redevelopment
Project on Schools.” Although I appre-
ciated HKT responding to the questions
and concerns by residents regarding the
PILOT tax situation and negative impli-
cations on the school system, I question
their method and timing. The decision
for the developer to make payments for
students tuition outside the regulations
of the PILOT plan is a positive step in
public relations with resident parents
and the Westfield Board of Education.

The question is how will this money be
paid? Will there be an escrow account set
up for tuition with a minimum amount of
money set aside for students residing in
rental apartments? Or will it be paid on a
case by case basis? What happens if there
is a shortfall in expected revenues regard-
ing the rental of residential and retail
space, will the money still be there?

The HKT report concludes that from a
total of 98 rental apartments only 6
school students will be generated.
Frankly, I find that hard to believe and
know that there would be a higher num-
ber. The report also states it drew it’s
conclusions from surveying other school
districts with similar rental apartments/
condominiums that are proposed for
Westfield. In comparing the level of
school districts cited in the HKT report
a review was made using The Star
Ledger’s last School Report Card (spe-
cial section February 6, 2003). With the

exception of one school system cited,
the others are not up to the standards of
the Westfield Public School system. In-
dividuals seeking good schools for their
children are drawn to Westfield and
would be pleased to live in a rental
apartment while looking for a home in
town. The independence of Reading
Assoc. is also questionable as they are
contracted to HKT for results of their
study. It is also interesting that of all the
reports needed to determine the basic
viability of this significant redevelop-
ment project are still not back yet. HKT
is using this report as a public relations
ploy to sell us the idea of the rental
residential component by alleviating our
concerns regarding overburden of the
school system, by population and finan-
cial strains. Are you ready to buy it? I’m
not. If HKT can change their mind and
circumvent the guidelines of the PILOT
plan and pay student tuition, then why
did we need to create an ordinance change
in the first place? What other changes
might HKT determine are necessary
later? It will be interesting to see the
results of the environmental study from
both sites, the traffic impact study and
the financial analysis when they become
available. Only when all of the informa-
tion is back can the residents of the Town
of Westfield be able to make an intelli-
gent decision as to whether the Redevel-
opment Project is good for our town.

Sharon Stockwell
Westfield

WF Resident Raises Concerns
With Recent Ferguson Interview

The Leader’s January 22 front-page
article on Congressman Mike Ferguson’s
trip to Iraq quotes the congressman as
saying “There is overwhelming evidence
which supports the need to be in Iraq.
We have firsthand accounts from the
Iraqi people…all they want is their free-
dom.” So 500+ American soldiers (and
counting) needed to die in Iraq so the
Iraqi people could be “free”? I’m sure
the families of those soldiers will be
comforted to learn that their loved ones
died to free the Iraqi people. I thought
the U.S. military was in business to keep
Americans free.

Congressman Ferguson says Iraq is
experiencing “a new birth due to the
sacrifice and courage of Americans.” Yet
the U.S.-backed Iraqi Governing Council
voted to remove the relatively liberal
legal protections that Iraqi women had
previously enjoyed, and instead subject
them to the much harsher treatment of
strict Islamic religious law. Is this the
kind of “freedom” Ferguson believes
Americans should be willing to sacrifice
their lives for? Maybe next the Iraqis will
use their newfound freedom, paid for
with American blood, to create a funda-
mentalist, anti-American, Islamic state.

President Bush told us in no uncertain
terms that Saddam Hussein possessed
weapons of mass destruction, and that
these weapons constituted a threat to the
very security of the U.S. and the world.
The president said we needed to go to
war to disarm Saddam Hussein. But no
WMD have been found. The chief U.S.
weapons inspector has resigned and says
that US intelligence was wrong, and that
there are no WMD in Iraq. So the
president’s main justification for going
to war is false. No ties between al-Qaeda
and Saddam were ever established, and
a report published by the Army War
College calls the Iraq war a strategic
mistake and “a war-of-choice distrac-
tion from the war of necessity against”
al-Qaeda. With Osama still on the loose
and al-Qaeda still a dangerous threat to
our security, reasonable people have

every right to question why we are in
Iraq, especially since Bush’s former Trea-
sury secretary charged that the president
was looking for an excuse to make war
on Iraq even before 9/11. But Ferguson
dismisses “constant questioning and criti-
cism of our commander in chief” as
being troublesome. What’s troublesome
is Ferguson’s apparent lack of concern
that our president used false information
to exaggerate the threat posed by “Mr.
Saddam Hussein” to rush into a war that
the president apparently wanted all along.

Besides the cost in human lives, the
Iraq war will cost untold billions of
American dollars, which Ferguson says
is an “investment” in Iraq. A few months
ago, the congressman held a town meet-
ing in which he proudly endorsed Presi-
dent Bush’s tax cuts. Seems to me
Ferguson should instead be asking his
constituents to pony up some extra tax
dollars to pay for our “investment.” But,
oh my, raising taxes doesn’t get one
reelected, does it? So he’ll be happy to
let future generations of Americans deal
with the war’s cost.

The article concluded with Ferguson
declaring “I’m glad to be home with my
wife and three young children.” Good
thing Ferguson is a congressman and not
a military reservist or National Guards-
man. Otherwise, he might find his tour of
duty in Iraq involuntarily extended by the
government way beyond what he origi-
nally bargained for. His life and career
would be on hold, and his family would
likely suffer both financially and emo-
tionally because of it. I wonder if the
soldiers in this situation are the same ones
the congressman quotes as having told
him: “Congressman, this is worth it!”

Bob Pinheiro
Westfield

Don’t forget to ask about 
Valley’s Kids First Savings Club.SM

www.val leynat ionalbank.com   1-800-522-4100

Switching Banks.  Perfected.
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If I knew moving 
accounts could be this 

easy…I would have done 
it a long time ago. 

Valley’s Perfect Switchsm

The hassle-free way to move accounts to Valley.
Open a new checking, savings account or CD at 
Valley and we’ll make it easy to close and switch-
over your accounts. Unlike most banks, Valley’s 

team does all the work for you…and we monitor 
the entire process. Visit any of our offi ces…

or call 1-800-522-4100 to get started.

RIDING THE RAILS...Five cub scouts of Pack 45, Den 10 from Middlesex. took
the train from Dunellen to Westfield to visit the office of The Westfield Leader
newspaper on Thursday, January 29, to learn how a newspaper is made and to
earn their Communicator badge.

Former Historian Pinpoints
Westfield’s First Burial

By HOMER HALL
Specially Written for The Leader/Times

Do Westfield folks know that Benson
Place was the main street in town for
the first four or five years in 1727? The
first settlers, William Miller and his
wife Hannah Marsh, appar-
ently chose that as high land
on their way from Elizabeth
to avoid a big swamp, which
is still there on South Chest-
nut.

Their route was known as
the Old Road to Elizabeth
until about 1900. It goes by
way of Crane’s Mills, now
Cranford, as a way station
where he had a brother John.
Other settlers followed
promptly.

This is where the first log
church was built near Broad
Street in 1728. The Millers and Marshes
had been “outfarming” from Elizabeth
for years along the old Indian trail that
became Mountain Avenue. There, they
chose a plot nearby for their new home.
The Millers apparently lived from 1727
to 1734 in a log cabin at the present site
of the Miller-Cory House, which re-
placed it some time between 1735 and
1740.

The log church would also be the site
of the earliest burial we know of in the
old Westfield cemetery — where Wil-
liam Miller’s fourth child, Noah, is
buried beside him. Noah was born and
died in 1730. That site did not belong to
the church until 1734. So the first child
burial would have been beside the old
church and transferred later to its present
location.

The brash young pastor Nathaniel
Hubbell, called to the church in 1728,
got tangled in local politics so badly
that he tried to claim 100 acres in the
center of town as his personal property.
This was resolved by the 1734 gift of 40
acres to the church by John Robison and

William Miller, as part of what became
known as “Hubbell’s Folly”. It also
moved Mountain Avenue at Broad Street
— so it doesn’t go straight across, and
added that amazing arbitrary hook on
Mountain at the 100-acre line.

Mr. Miller didn’t die until
1782, and by then the changes
he had made were well set.
Interesting tales, but we do
not know now where the name
Benson came from, or when
or why. If you have any hints
or ideas, please let us know -
through The Westfield Leader,
editor@goleader.com.

Historian, Homer Hall,
can be reached by e-mail at
homerjhall@juno.com. Mr.
Hall is the former Westfield
Town Historian and now re-
sides in Exeter, NH.

Program Analyst Ben Ricciardi
For Municipal Alliance Explains

My name is Ben Ricciardi. I’m the
Union County Program Analyst for the
Municipal Alliance Program. Basically,
I maintain this state grant, afford techni-
cal assistance to the 20 municipalities in
the Alliance Program within Union
County – Scotch Plains/Fanwood being
only one of the 20.

I was forwarded a copy of your 1/29/
04 article entitled “Fanwood Council
Discusses State Aid & the Municipal
Alliance Grant.” It was mentioned that
Fanwood is required to submit a cash
match for their participation in the Alli-
ance Program – which is true. It is a
requirement of any municipality deriv-
ing benefits of Substance Abuse preven-
tion via the Governor Council on Alco-
holism and Against Drug Abuse
(GCADA), which is structured by way
of NJ statue since March 1989.

The grant is not funded by tax dollars.
It is funded through the collections from
“DEDR Drug Enforcement Demand
Reduction fines” – i.e. when a drug
dealer is arrested and funds or property
ceased, or fines are levied by the courts.

The Municipal Alliance program is
operated by volunteers. In Fanwood/
Scotch Plains, Scotch Plains provides
the “coordinator” who oversees the sub-
contract between the municipality and
the county and is responsible for quar-
terly reports and other documentations.

The grant that is shared by Fanwood/
Scotch Plains for 2004 is a total of
$33,397, the cash match requirement for
this funding is 25 percent or $8,349. Of
this $8,349, Fanwood is only respon-
sible for approximately $2,000. For that,
they receive the benefits of an annual
program of prevention that encompasses
approximately 11 separate activities, of
which “Project Graduation” is only one!

How Fanwood or any municipality
chooses to raise their cash match is
entirely up to them. They could get
corporate donations, sell chocolate or

receive taxes. There are time constraints
regarding submitting of agreements to
the program. Because Scotch Plains and
Fanwood is a consortium, Scotch Plains
cannot submit for the 2004 grant until
the  documentation is signed by Fanwood.

Scotch Plains provides approximately
85 percent of the volunteerism. In the
long run, it is the children who benefit.
Also, society has drug and substance
free children who will eventually be-
come adults.

Each and every program including
Project Graduation is tied in with anti
ATOD messages (Alcohol Tobacco and
other Drugs). It is simply not a gradua-
tion party, but an alternative substance
free graduation celebration where the
message of staying substance free is
delivered. I would also like to add that
ever since I have been in this position,
both these municipalities coordinated
via Scotch Plains, has participated suc-
cessfully in the Alliance program.

I would be more than happy to send
you an entire GCADA Guideline pack-
age on how this program, which is doing
so much good, is run.

Ben Ricciardi
Alliance Program

Homer Hall
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Walk-ins welcome
 Appointments recommended

Letters to the Editor

Westfielder Notes
Kudos to “Hospitality

For The Homeless”
I want to acknowledge and commend

the parents and children involved with
the St. Helen’s In-Parish basketball pro-
gram. As I spent the day manning the
“international food court” at the parish
center for a day of grade school basket-
ball, I was privileged to witness a scene
that makes me grateful and proud to be
a member of the St. Helen’s commu-
nity.

Last Saturday was the tail end of the
“Hospitality for the Homeless” project
that is sponsored and supported by area
houses of worship. On this frigid day, a
young boy, who had been a guest of this
program was generously invited by the
coaches and children to participate in
several of the days games.

It was a wonderful sight to see this
young man enjoy a day of playing ball
and making new friends. I doubt that
years from now anyone will remember
what team won or lost that day, but I am
sure that this boy will remember the fun
that he had and the kindness shown to
him at St. Helens.

Kudos to you all.

Pat Antonelli
Westfield

Digital Photographers
Have fun and share your work

with the community. E-mails pho-
tos to editor@goleader.com. Please
include caption information.


