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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Valise – A small suitcase
2. Lampadedromy – A torch in honor

of Prometheus
3. Mammonism – Devotion to the

greedy pursuit of riches
4. Philter – A love potion

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

PHOCINE
1. Marshy; covered with water
2. Relating to seals
3. Of or like a sea slug or shell-less

snail
4. Shiny; glossy; beaming with light

SPOOR
1. The tracks of a wild animal
2. To skin or scale, as with fish
3. An organ stop producing a thin,

reedy sound
4. The trimmings of skins and hides,

used for making glue
SPRAINTS

1. The waste or dung of an otter
2. Splints used for broken bones
3. Spittle
4. Small number; insufficiency

PICAROON
1. A guardian spirit
2. A fool or imbecile
3. A rogue, pirate, or thief
4. A medieval catapult for hurling

stones

A Faithful Reader Writes: I’ve
read your column for years, and I
noticed that a great many of them
focus on marital problems. I’ve been
married two times, and I feel that the
bottom line in any marital stress is a
communication problem. So rather
than argue because each of us found
fault in the other and my wives wanted
to control me, I left the marriages. I
never realized how happy I was until
I lived alone. May I share my motto
with you:

When I was single, I was incom-
plete; when I got married, I was
finished!

Answer: I guess that tells it all.
Obviously, being single works for
you. Someday, you may want to fig-
ure out (in therapy?) why you mar-
ried controlling women!

A Young Wife Writes: I have been
married one year, and very happily
so. My husband and I do most things
together, except going to the movies.
He loves scary horror movies, and I
love romantic or comedy ones. We
agreed that once a month he would
go out with his male friends (all
married) to see a horror movie, and I
would go out with my friends to see
what we enjoy.

My parents advise me that this is
taking a risk and that he and his
friends may end up picking up girls.
I say “nonsense.” There is no basis
for her to create distrust. What should
I do?

Answer: Enjoy the way you and
your husband worked this out and
tell your mom to mind her own busi-
ness.

A Frustrated Mother Writes: I
can’t win with my daughter. Some-
times she accuses me of being too
harsh and severe in making deci-
sions; other times she wants me to
tell her what do to, and when I hesi-

tate, she says I’m wishy-washy.
I found this frustrating, and then I

read a wonderful book called “Be An
Outrageous Older Woman” by Ruth
Harriet Jacobs. The chapter called
“Why Older Mothers Have a Tough
Time” has a great piece on the frus-
trations of being a mother. Could you
please print it?

Answer: A co-worker gave me a
copy of this “challenge” for mothers,
and here it is. See if you can identify
with some of this:

“If we are concerned, we are over-
protective; if we are unconcerned,
we are neglectful. If we nurture gen-
erously, we are smothering; if we
nurture less, we are withholding. If
we are successful, we are intimidat-
ing; if we are unsuccessful, we are
poor role models. If we are available,
we encourage dependency; if we are
busy ourselves, we are detached. If
we offer advice, we are controlling;
if we refrain, we are disinterested. If
we phone, write or visit often, we are
pests; if we don’t, we are thought
uncaring. If we give or loan money,
we engender resentment; if we don’t
give or loan money, we are cheap. If
we help with their tasks, we are
drudges; if we don’t, we are consid-
ered lazy. If we love husbands or
others best, we put them first; if we
love descendants first, we have no
life of our own. If we put ourselves
last, we have no self-love; if we put
ourselves first, we are narcissistic. If
we hide our needs, we are martyrs; if
we reveal our needs, we are demand-
ing. If we provide for our old age, we
are selfish; if we don’t provide, we
are burdens. If we pitch in, we ques-
tion their competency; if we don’t
pitch in, they question our compe-
tency. If all or some of this is true, we
might as well do what we wish and
do it OUTRAGEOUSLY.”

Resident Reports No
Negative Incidents
With Speed Humps

Since I reside in close proximity to
one of the well marked speed humps on
Benson Place, I feel I should respond to
the letter which appeared in the January
29 issue of The Westfield Leader. I must
report I have neither seen nor heard any
negative incidents such as described in
that letter. In fact, my experience has
been that (thankfully) the clearly marked
speed humps are effectively slowing most
of the traffic, which formerly sped along
Benson Place.

J. Bruckner
Westfield

Resident Pleads for Board of
Education Support of Ice Hockey

WF Resident Agrees
With Recent Letter
On Speed Humps

I’m not surprised that G. Kealy of
Benson Place is disturbed by the new,
oversized speed bumps on Benson and
South Chestnut Streets. I discovered my
first one at dusk one recent evening
while driving down Benson at 25 mph.
There were no warning markers on the
street whatsoever, and my car flew into
the air and plopped down on the other
side of the bump. A week or so later,
painted arrows and, on Chestnut, hid-
eous orange signs were added. It’s now
impossible to drive down either of these
streets at a speed of 25 mph.! One must
slow down to about 10 in order to nego-
tiate the humps safely.

This is a mere inconvenience to me.
But what about the poor residents of
Benson and Chestnut who have to suffer
the negative effects of this traffic calm-
ing strategy, namely, added noise, dan-
gers, and general degradation of a rela-
tively quiet street in Westfield? Accord-
ing to Kealy, they weren’t afforded the
opportunity to voice their opinions on
this change to their neighborhood. No
one expects a direct democracy – but in
a town of our size, shouldn’t residents of
Benson and Chestnut have the chance to
express their views about such an alter-
ation in their quality of life?

What we really need, in my view, is
greater police enforcement of speed
limits. A focused policing effort on
these streets for a period of time would
likely produce a “calming” effect, as
it has done for traffic in front of the
Temple on Broad Street. And how can
the residents of S. Chestnut tolerate
those huge orange signs on their
lawns? No offense intended, but they
are truly ugly.

Kathy Hull
Westfield

This is an open letter to the people of
Westfield about the balance between
education and extracurricular sports ac-
tivities.

It seems like we all are hearing a lot
about balance in life these days.

The fragile co-existence between work
and play that makes life more meaning-
ful and helps shape our “whole” self. As
parents we take careful steps to nurture
our children along a path that isn’t purely
academic so that they can build their
body, mind and spirit equally as part of
a total life education. While no one
would dispute the importance of aca-
demics as part of this balance, neither
should they downplay the role of sports
in the development of social skills criti-
cal to creating tomorrow’s leaders.

Learning teamwork, how to win and
lose and react to both, are qualities
better learned on the fields and in the
gyms and ice rinks then in any class-
room. In effect, sports participation is
education of the most important and
urgent leadership skills needed in our
society today.

It is most unfortunate that everything
in life seems to come with a price tag
affixed to it. Education is not cheap. The
residents of Westfield are well familiar
with escalating cost of education in our
community. Our Board of Education’s
budget has expanded to accommodate
mandated programs narrowing the
amounts available for use for sports pro-
grams that stress the very qualities we
need to instill in our children now, more
than ever before. Even under this pres-
sure our Board of Education has found a
way to fund every High School level
Varsity sport, except for one, Ice Hockey.
For ten years the Westfield High School
Ice Hockey team has remained alone to
support their own activities financially,

even though the Board of Education
made a commitment to review the team’s
funding after four years from its initial
season. In this, the team’s tenth anniver-
sary year, the families of these young
athletes are once again approaching the
board to request funding for this pro-
gram wondering what makes this sport
unique and alone to pay its own way.
Thankfully, they enjoy the support of the
community at large and have depended
on their generosity to bridge the finan-
cial gap created by being left outside of
the Board of Education’s sports budget.
The only question left unanswered is,
why?

Recently, I took notice of Senator
John Kerry taking a break before one
of the most important political prima-
ries in our country to play a game of
hockey with some old friends. Even
though he is running for President of
the United States it was important for
him to return to his roots by playing
the game he obviously loved all his
life. I couldn’t help but wonder what it
was about this sport that inspired him
and comforted him at this critical and
stressful moment before such a big
event. Was it the cold of the ice and the
feel of the stick or was it what he
learned about leadership, sportsman-
ship, and the close friendships that
brought him back? I hope whoever
paid for him to play Ice Hockey under-
stands the contribution they made to-
ward shaping his life. Now Westfield,
it is the Board of Education’s turn,
through our tax dollars, to pay to shape
some others.

Support the future your community,
ask the Board of Education to help fund
the High School Ice Hockey team.

Sal Esposito
Westfield

Westfielder Feels Benson Place
Speed Humps Slow Cars, Help Safety
In a letter recently published in The

Leader, a Benson Place resident com-
plains that the “speed humps” on Benson
Place cause undue noise when they are
struck by snow plows or trucks. I, too,
own a home that abuts Benson Place
near two of the recently installed speed
humps. The speed humps have greatly
reduced the speed and volume of traffic
on Benson Place, and have undoubtedly
contributed to the safety of neighbor-
hood pedestrians. Moreover, by slowing
traffic down, the speed humps have con-
siderably reduced the traffic noise on
Benson Place.

Few doubt that speeding on Benson
Place made the speed humps necessary.
Indeed, before the speed humps were
installed, traffic enforcement on Benson
Place was increased, but failed to dent
the rampant speeding through our neigh-
borhood.

Obviously, the most important func-
tion that the speed humps perform is to
protect the safety of pedestrians on
Benson Place. In Westfield, we have
already suffered too many pedestrian
deaths on North Avenue. On Benson
Place, pedestrian safety is especially
important: Benson Place is crossed by
many children on their way to Washing-
ton School. The lives of our children are
surely more important than the mere
inconvenience caused by the noise occa-
sioned when a snowplow or truck hap-
pens to hit the speed humps too fast.
Furthermore, as drivers become accus-
tomed to the speed humps, one can ex-
pect that the noise will decline as drivers
learn to slow down in our neighborhood.

Removal of the speed humps would
not only subject us all to a return of the
rampant speeding through our neighbor-

hood that was all too common before the
speed humps, but might well subject the
town to substantial liability. Through
the consultations with its traffic consult-
ant, Westfield is plainly on notice of the
dangerous traffic conditions that existed
on Benson Place before the speed humps
were installed. If the speed humps were
removed, and a child were struck and
killed by a speeding driver, Westfield
could well be held liable.

The recently published letter is sim-
ply wrong when it states that, “Benson
Place homeowners were not consulted.”
Every resident had a full opportunity to
make their thoughts on traffic calming
measures known well before now. The
speed humps were installed only after
several meetings with town officials and
the town’s traffic consultant. These meet-
ings were advertised through direct mail-
ings and flyers sent to residents living on
or near Benson Place. The residents of
our neighborhood were invited to pro-
vide input on the types of traffic calming
measures that would be employed by the
town. Speed humps were one measure
chosen through the consensus of a great
many neighborhood residents. The speed
humps slow drivers down, they keep our
children safe, and they should stay as the
remedy chosen by the neighborhood.

Brett Wiggins
Westfield

HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Man May One Day Wish to Learn
Why He Picks Controlling Women

We Can and Must Control Our
Driving Habits Thoughout the State

When you ask people out-of-state what New Jersey
is known for, one of the immediate responses is, “bad
drivers.” Though many from New Jersey might argue
this label is unfair, it is clear that people’s driving
habits have become somewhat questionable – to put
it quite mildly. And that goes for our local area of
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Mountainside
and the surrounding communities.

As people who work and go to school, we feel the
need to arrive at our destinations within a certain
timeframe. That is certainly not an unreasonable
request. But, to quote Tom Cruise in the classic
movie “Top Gun,” many local residents “feel the
need – the need for speed.” And when you combine
that with talking on a cellular phone while eating a
Big Mac and changing the radio station fifty times
per minute, it becomes a huge problem.

How many times have we been driving the streets of
Fanwood, or walking through Westfield, and had a
close call with a driver obviously focused on some-
thing else besides his or her driving? How often do we
see people driving in bad weather acting like there is
no snow or ice on the roads to worry about? Can we
count the number of people who attempt to make right
and left-hand turns while chatting on the phone?

If we think long and hard enough, we all can surely
come up with a few scenarios like the ones mentioned
above. More often than not, those examples end in
near misses, with only a few curse words and evil
glances exchanged that are never heard nor seen by

the other party. But eventually, those near misses turn
into accidents and people become victims.

Sometimes, the truth hurts. As residents of New
Jersey, many things might seem beyond our control –
the budget deficit, property taxes, the Nets moving to
Brooklyn. Areas such as those are for the “higher-
ups” to take care of – at least we hope so. But careless
and reckless driving is something that we personally
can control and must control.

No matter how good we may feel about our driving
skills, chances are there is room for significant im-
provement. We owe it to ourselves to be more careful
drivers – on local roads, on highways, everywhere. It
is time we take a look at our own habits and examine
the problems and solutions. We need to turn off our
phones, settle on a radio station for at least a few
minutes, and save the Big Mac until we get home. We
need to focus on getting from Point A to Point B as
safely as possible, which means having our eyes
glued to the road in front of us and the people around
us. We need to observe and yield to pedestrians,
instead of hoping to beat that dreaded traffic light.

Westfield, Mountainside, Fanwood, and Scotch
Plains are all booming towns. They are chock full of
businesses, schools and people. The safety of those
people, including our children, should be our number
one priority. By cutting down on distractions while
driving, and being more conscious of our surround-
ings on the roads, we will prevent many accidents and
save many lives in the process.

Letters to the Editor

Robert Ratner Responds to Albert
Morasso’s Recent Letter to the Editor

Perhaps the most revealing feature
of Albert Morasso, Jr.’s response to my
various letters to The Leader was not
what he said, but what he didn’t say. In
declaring that my letters press “the
envelope of good taste,” he pointedly
ignored the fact that much of what I
write is in reaction to some of the more
unpleasant characteristics of the Presi-
dent and his henchmen and those jour-
nalists who aid and abet them. Just as
the “Ashcan School” artists who de-
picted the abysmal living conditions of
the poor in early 20th century New
York were castigated in their time for
unflinchingly portraying the dark un-
derside of our society, Mr. Morasso
appears more interested in denigrating
the bearer of bad news than in replacing

the rogues who caused it.
Well, here’s a news flash: Some-

times – and this is one of those times –
the truth really, really hurts. The sad
reality is that, at a time when our
democracy has been attacked from
without by the twisted practitioners of
a malignant variant of Islam, a cabal
composed of a motley assortment of
right-wing fanatics has also weakened
it from within. While the Administra-
tion camouflages its extreme agenda
in the rhetoric of patriotism and piety,
the hallowed liberties for which so
many have sacrificed, the well-being
of our weakest, poorest, youngest and
eldest and the very air that we breathe
have been sacrificed at the Republican
altar to benefit the wealthy, powerful
and privileged.

Yes, this is the very same group of
Republican oligarchs whose pet mem-
bers of Congress promote the fraud of
tort “reform,” weaken environmental
protections and magically repackage
taxes on huge estates as “death” taxes.
Even records of the library books we
read are not safe from the so-called
Patriot Act’s prying and Constitution-
defiling reach. That is the chilling
reality that Mr. Morasso would prefer
I ignore. Well…sorry, I can’t and won’t
be silent. It’s the responsibility of ev-
ery patriotic American to speak out
clearly, often and loudly to take our
country back from those who’ve hi-
jacked it and to ensure that George W.
Bush is not even elected once.

Robert Ratner
Westfield

Intelligence Should Be
Looked at Intelligently
If the country is going to go to war on

the basis of “intelligence,” wouldn’t it
be intelligent for our elected officials to
scrutinize the evidence? After all, we
consider the source daily even where
trivial aspects of life are concerned. The
Vatican puts in place an adversarial
“devil’s advocate” to test the credentials
of candidates for sainthood, even candi-
dates of heroic virtue.

The weapons-of-mass-destruction
brouhaha is, but should not be, about a
failure of intelligence. Everyone knows
professionals, even very good ones, make
mistakes. The debate should rather be
about the failure of the powers-that-be to
treat their sources of information criti-
cally. It should be about sloppy work, to
be that blunt.

The whole meshpucha in Washington
has been caught with its pants down: not
only President Bush and his national
security advisor, so-called, but also a
vast majority of our representatives in
Congress, Democrats and Republicans
alike.

Ferdinand Gajewski, PhD
Westfield
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American Legion Seeks
Good Men And Women

WESTFIELD — Post Commander
James Brennan has announced that
American Legion Post 3 of Westfield
is looking for men and women to join
their ranks and become members.
The Post is located on the corner of
North Avenue and Cross Place in
Westfield.

“It’s a new year and what better
way to start it than by renewing your
patriotism and supporting the men
and women who have, and are de-
fending our country. We are proud of
our service, and we love our coun-
try,” said Mr. Brennan.

To be eligible for membership in
the American Legion, you must have
served in the armed forces during
anyone of the following periods:
December 7, 1941 to December 31,
1946; or the U.S. Merchant Marines
from December 7, 1941 to August
15, 1945; June 25, 1950 to January
31, 1955; February 28, 1961 to May
7, 1975; August 24, 1982 to July 31,
1984; December 20, 1989 to January
31, 1990; and from August 2, 1990 to
a time to be determined by the U.S.
government. All that is needed to
join is a copy of your DD 214 that
was issued at the time of separation.

Sons, grandsons and descendants
of veterans are also invited to join the
Sons of the American Legion (SAL).

“We are trying to restart the Post’s
Ladies Auxiliary, which is made up
of wives, daughters and granddaugh-
ters of post members. They support
the post in its mission to serve the
veterans of our community and the
state. Prospective members are in-
vited to stop by the Post and look us
over; we welcome you and hope to
see you soon,” said Mr. Brennan.

Register to Vote For
School Elections And
Budget by March 22

The Westfield Board of Education
would like to remind residents who are
not currently registered to vote, that they
should do so by March 22 to be eligible
to vote in the next school election sched-
uled for Tuesday, April 20, from 2 to 9
p.m. Registrations are to be submitted to
the Municipal Clerk in Westfield at 550
E. Broad Street or at the County Board of
Elections at 271 North Broad St., Eliza-
beth. Voter registration forms are avail-
able in those offices and also at the
Board of Education at 302 Elm Street
and in all the Westfield Public Schools.

Editor’s Note: This voting registra-
tion reminder applies to all districts in
the area. Contact the municipal clerk in
your town for voter registration infor-
mation.


