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County Clerk Rajoppi
Aids Budget by $12 Million
COUNTY – Taxpayers will ben-

efit from a record-breaking increase
in revenue for the Union County
Clerk’s Office that will offset the tax
burden by $12 million, County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi announced.

The revenue is 71 percent higher
than the $7 million originally pro-
jected in January 2003. The increase
came primarily from a boom in home-
mortgage refinancing and a hot real
estate market spurred by the lowest
prime interest rate in more than 40
years, according to Ms. Rajoppi.

“This is by far one of the highest
revenues Union County has ever re-
ceived from any department in its
history,” she stated. “Every dollar we
realize is used to offset the property
tax rate for Union County families
and goes into the County’s General
Fund.”

The total proposed county budget
for 2004, as presented at the January
15 meeting of the Board of Chosen
Freeholders, is $359.3 million.

The increase in Clerk’s Office rev-
enue came primarily from a signifi-
cant increase in the volume of recor-
dation of land records as well as
passports and photo identification
cards, said Ms. Rajoppi.

She noted that the increase is also

due to the boom in the real estate
market that began in 2002, particu-
larly the high activity in mortgage
refinancing. A state-mandated fee
increase, which became effective in
February of 2002, also boosted rev-
enues.

“Union County is an attractive and
affordable place in which to live,
work and raise a family,” said Angel
Estrada, Chairman of the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers. “Our convenient location and
high quality of life continue to feed
the high demand for real estate.”

The Clerk’s Office recorded the
highest number of mortgages in its
146-year history – 57,107 documents
– a 36 percent increase over the
volume of 2002. The sharpest in-
crease in recorded documents – re-
leases, a modification to a mortgage
– rose 109 percent, a direct correla-
tion to the rise in re-financings.

The $26 million of total revenue
generated by the Clerk’s Office rep-
resents a 64 percent increase over
2002 and a 123 percent increase over
2001. Some $13.6 million was allo-
cated to the state of New Jersey as
part of the Realty Transfer Tax Fee in
2003. The county’s share was $12
million.

Walter J. Lee House Cited
For Historic Preservation

WESTFIELD – The National Trust
for Historic Preservation has cited
the Walter J. Lee house, home to two
generations of Westfield Leader pub-
lishers, for outstanding effort in his-
toric restoration. The home was a
recipient of the 2003 “Great Ameri-
can Home Award” for “most sympa-
thetic addition.” The project was fea-
tured in the December issues of Old
House Journal and Preservation
magazine.

The award was the culmination of
an 18-month design and construc-
tion process commissioned by cur-
rent owners Barry and Jennifer
Jaruzelski.

Architects Barbara Vincentsen and
Tony Valent of the Westfield firm
Vincentsen Associates, LLP, de-
signed the project. General contrac-
tor was Charlie Pijanowski of Charles
Contracting in Mountainside.

Maintaining the style and scale of
the house was a foremost concern of
the architects and the homeowners.
The house was in nearly original
condition when the Jaruzelskis pur-
chased it from Mr. Lee’s daughter-
in-law in 2001. The front portion of
the home, which features leaded and
stained-glass windows, chestnut
woodwork and inlaid floors, was left
intact while the infrastructure was
completely modernized. In addition,
the home’s distinctive diamond pat-
terned windows were either repli-
cated or reused throughout the
project.

The completely new, rear addition
added 50 percent more space to the
home for a family room, new kitchen,
home office and master bedroom. It

features a gambrel roof and shed
dormers designed to match the
home’s original rooflines.

A loggia set into the third floor
was created to satisfy the “floor-area
ratio” requirement limiting the
amount of allowable finished space.
The entire project was completed
without needing a variance.

The Victorian Shingle-style home
on South Euclid Avenue was built in
1906 by Walter J. Lee and became
his family home for nearly a century.

Mr. Lee, a newspaperman from
New York City, moved to Westfield
at the turn of the century and began
acquiring property in town, building
homes on Lenox Avenue, Boulevard
and Westfield Avenue, among oth-
ers.

Mr. Lee’s real estate practice, lo-
cated in Westfield’s “flatiron build-
ing” (now the Town Bank of
Westfield), soon became a sideline
to his original career. He purchased
the then-struggling Westfield Leader
in 1910 and subsequently returned to
publishing full-time. Control of the
paper passed to his son, Walter J.
Lee, Jr., in 1927, which continued to
publish it until his death in 1990,
when it was sold to another local
family.

The Great American Home Awards
were established in 1989 to honor
homeowners and design profession-
als for their dedication to the ideals
of historic preservation. The four-
member awards jury included an as-
sociate partner with the firm Robert
A.M. Stern Architects and a trustee
of the National Trust for Historic
Preservation.

Nicholas Scutari to Vice Chair
Senate Education Committee

TRENTON – Senate President Ri-
chard Codey announced the appoint-
ment of Senator Nicholas Scutari to
serve as vice chairman of the Senate
Education and State Government Com-
mittees, as well as being a member of
the Senate Judiciary Committee for
the 2004-2005 legislative season.

“I look forward to working for the
people of New Jersey in my role as a
member and vice-chairman of these
committees,” said Senator Scutari (D-
22). “In the coming legislative session,
we undoubtedly will be taking on some
very important issues affecting the resi-
dents of the state, especially in ad-
dressing education funding formulas
and attempting to curb high property
taxes, and I will make sure that the
people of the 22nd District will have a
voice in those debates.”

“Senator Scutari’s experiences in
county government and in court, as
well as his status as a former school
board member, will be assets to his

respective committees,” said Senate
President Codey. “His previous pub-
lic record will give him a level of
expertise on issues that will extend
above and beyond what is expected
of him as a freshman senator.”

Senator Scutari represents the 22nd
Legislative District which includes
Dunellen, Middlesex, Green Brook,
North Plainfield, Clark, Fanwood,
Linden, Plainfield, Rahway, Scotch
Plains and Winfield.

AWARD WINNER...The front of the Walter J. Lee house (top) in Westfield is
largely unchanged from the way it appeared when it was built in 1906. The rear view
shows the design that won it a 2003 Great American Home Award for “most
sensitive addition” in a competition honoring commitment to historic preservation.

Governor Signs Open Space
Grants, Green Acres Loans

TRENTON – Governor James
McGreevey signed legislation that
includes providing Union County
with open space grants and loans
through the Green Acres Program.

In sum, the Governor signed seven
bills that will provide over $175 mil-
lion to open space and park improve-
ments in all 21 counties. This in-
cludes $1.2 million for projects in
Union County, $1.2 million in plan-
ning incentive awards and additional
funds for non-profits for projects af-
fecting the region.

“If we are to preserve our quality
of life, we must act now to save open
space and parks,” said Governor
McGreevey. “Our quick action on
these bills demonstrates our com-
mitment to stopping overdevelop-
ment and sprawl. Nearly $175 mil-
lion is being allocated to projects in
every county in this State, including
Union County. This major invest-
ment will ensure that these open
spaces, parks and recreation areas
will be protected from future devel-
opment.”

The funds provided will be used to
support the following projects in
Union County:

Cranford Township, Canoe Club
& Park Improvements, $150,000 –
The Township of Cranford proposes
to make improvements to their canoe
club located between Orange and
Springfield avenues and to enhance

the grounds surrounding the historic
Hanson House located in Hanson
Park at Holly Street and Springfield
Avenue. The Canoe Club was previ-
ously acquired with Green Acres
funds. Development of the Canoe
Club includes the following improve-
ments: handicapped accessible bath-
rooms, improvement to the interior
as well as the exterior of the build-
ing, lighting and upgrade the dock
area. The Hanson Park improvements
would include: walking paths, park
benches, establishment of a flower
garden, passive lighting and tree and
riverbank preservation.

City of Elizabeth, Elmora Raquet
Club Improvements, $800,000 – The
City of Elizabeth desires to restore
and beautify an existing racquet club
on Fernwood Terrace that is currently
in disrepair and in need of rehabilita-
tion. Specifically, the city proposes to
renovate two tennis courts, create a
playground with soft surfacing mate-
rials, add a handicap accessible en-
trance/exit ramp to the exterior of the
recreational building, refurbish the
interior of the building to include
locker rooms, bathrooms and recre-
ational rooms for various sports ac-
tivities. In addition, this proposal in-
cludes landscaping with native trees
and shrubs to make the racquet club
more aesthetically pleasing.

Plainfield City, Multi Park Im-
provement, $250,000 – The City of
Plainfield plans to continue the reha-
bilitation of the swimming pools at
Rushmore Park on Rushmore Av-
enue and Seidler Field Park on
Garfield Avenue. At each park, im-
provements will be made to the filter
house, pump house, the shell of the
main pool, accessories and fencing.
Swimming pools are vital recreation
facilities and heavily used in urban
environments especially during hot
summer weather when they provide
some of the only relief to the heat
held in these intensely built environ-
ments.

Westfield Leader/Times
Seeks Summer Interns
AREA -- The Westfield Leader

and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times newspapers are seeking sum-
mer interns from June through Au-
gust. Those accepted for the pro-
gram will gain valuable skills in
producing the weekly publications
through the use of Pagemaker 7.0
and Photoshop 7.0, as well as several
other computer programs. They will
also learn how the publications are
uploaded to the web.

During the 300-hour program, in-
terns will spend time on assignments
for news reporting and feature story
writing, and become a core compo-
nent of the newspaper staff. Interns
will be paid minimum wage and
hours include days and evenings.

Resumes and writing samples or
clips are due by March 1 and can be
mailed to The Westfield Leader/
Times, Attention Lauren Pass, P.O.
Box 250, Westfield, NJ 07091 or e-
mail editor@goleader.com.

 

 

 
 


