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Make Your New Year’s
Reservations Today!

Conducted by

DAVID 
WROE
Featuring 
Stars 
from the 
Broadway
Stage

WWW.WESTFIELDSYMPHONY.COM

This program is made possible in part by funds from the New Jersey
State Council on the Arts/Department of State, a Partner Agency of the 

National Endowment for the Arts

Call (908) 232-9400 for tickets 
Or visit any of our ticket outlets:

WESTFIELD:
Westfield Symphony office 

Lancaster Ltd. • Town Book Store
Evalyn Dunn's Gallery

RAHWAY:
Union County Arts Center

CRANFORD: Martin Jewelers

SCOTCH PLAINS:
Beautiful Things

Presbyterian Church in Westfield

MUSIC OF THE NIGHT
ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER

and

STEPHEN SONDHEIM

Selections from

PHANTOM OF THE OPERA, 
EVITA, SUNSET BOULEVARD, 

A LITTLE NIGHT MUSIC, 
SWEENEY TODD, COMPANY

and more

WESTFIELD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
NEW YEAR’S EVE CONCERT

Friday, DEC. 31, 2004, 7pm

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The year 2004 pro-
duced some of the most interesting
news items in the field of arts and
entertainment.

For example, the year began with
NBC’s “Ed” returning to town to film
and ended with the network canceling
the show altogether. Local artists, mu-
sicians and filmmakers continued to
flourish, while the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders decided to pur-
chase the Union County Arts Center
(UCAC) in Rahway to help fund much-
needed improvements and programs
to the facility, where the Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (WSO) often per-
forms.

JJJJJanuaranuaranuaranuaranuaryyyyy
The Westfield Young Artists’ Coop-

erative Theatre, a professional-level
nonprofit youth-theatre company, re-
ceived the Music Theatre International’s
Award of Excellence.

Westfield High School (WHS) stu-
dent and soprano Kay Rogers won a
national competition to perform at the
33rd Annual Rome Festival in Rome,
Italy this summer as an artist in Bizet’s
Carmen.

John Russitano and Kara Shovlin,
Westfield residents and co-hosts of the

local television program “Make You
Wanna Dance,” donated their tal-
ents during Catholic Charities’ an-
nual Therapeutic Foster Care Holi-
day Party on December 19 in South
Amboy. The duo served as disc jock-
eys and emcees for approximately 30
foster families, their social workers
and administration of Therapeutic
Foster Care.

Chairman of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders Angel
Estrada of Elizabeth outlined a board
initiative, which would expand spe-
cific amenities and programming at
the UCAC in Rahway. Pointing to the
similarly successful renovations due to
investments in the arts in downtowns
like Red Bank and New Brunswick,
Estrada stated in his initiatives, “This
year, we will make such an investment
in the City of Rahway, where Mayor
James Kennedy plans to use the his-
toric UCAC as the centerpiece of an
arts district in that city’s downtown.”

While NBC’s “Ed” was filming on
Elm Street in Westfield, Kabloom
owner Naomi McElynn proposed to
producers that she should supply the
flower arrangements for the upcoming
nuptials between the lead characters.

Teenage jazz musician Andre Baruch
of Fanwood cut a track on a CD re-
corded by participants in the New Jer-
sey Performing Arts Center/WBGO-
Jazz 88.3 FM “Jazz For Teens” pro-
gram, while Westfield resident Dr.

Christa Clarke and Curator of Africa,
the Americas and the Pacific at the
Newark Museum, organized three ex-
hibitions which highlight the diversity
of African artistic expression.

FFFFFebrebrebrebrebruaruaruaruaruaryyyyy
Erin O’Brien of Westfield danced in

the works “In the End,” “Black Cat,”
and “Once Upon a Time” in
Bucknell University’s Dance
Company’s fall dance con-
cert. Westfield resident Carol
Mastroianni, a member of
the Harvest Quilters of
Central New Jersey,
which meets in Scotch
Plains, was the guest
speaker for the quilting
group at the Westfield
Senior Housing Corpo-
ration complex.

Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School
teacher William
McMeekan, Jr. was hon-
ored by the 2003 Aegis
Awards for a promotional
video, which he produced
and directed. The piece was
cited as among the best
promotional/sales produc-
tions in North America.

Scotch Plains resident
Katie Downey performed
the role of “Julia” in the
Arcadia University Con-
servatory Theatre produc-
tion of Richard Sheridan’s The Rivals,
while Westfield resident Julia Stern
stared in the upcoming Morristown-
Beard School production of Victor
Hugo’s Les Miserables. Sarah Godfrey
was appointed stage manager for the
Kent Place School production of Kate
Aspengren’s Flyer.

The American Musical and Dra-
matic Academy in New York City and
Los Angeles revealed that Michael
Sherry of Westfield was accepted into
the professional performing arts pro-
gram for 2004-2005.

MMMMMarararararchchchchch
Catalina Gaglioti, 11, of Westfield

won the Union County Vocal Excel-
lence Competition. The Little Opera
Company of New Jersey, an affiliate of
the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
of Westfield, sponsored the contest.

During the second annual Young
Playwrights Competition Performance
and Awards Ceremony, sponsored by
The Theater Project (TTP) of Union
County College (UCC), Jake
Brandman of Westfield garnered first
prize, while second prize was awarded
to Berkeley Height resident Maggie
Edinger. Fanwoodian Tim Mathews
captured third prize.

Qiaozi Yang, a 16-year-old pianist
from Westfield under the tutelage of
Sondra Tammam, and a junior at
Westfield High School, received the
Suburban Music Study Club’s 2004
Scholarship Award during the
organization’s annual Showcase Ben-
efit in Madison on March 14. State
Senator Thomas Kean, Jr. of Westfield
presented the award to Qiaozi.

An annual survey by a partnership of

leading music and educational organi-
zations named the Westfield school
district as one of the “Best 100 Com-
munities for Music Education in
America for 2004.”

At his North Chestnut Street home
in Westfield, Alex Schwarzer-Muth di-
rected scenes for his independent short
film, Sibling Rivalry, which also served
as his senior thesis.

AAAAAprilprilprilprilpril
“Some Enchanted Evening” was the

theme when the WSO honored Nancy
Priest and David Rogers at its Annual
Gala at Shackamaxon Golf and Coun-
try Club in Scotch Plains.

Stephanie Christiano, 15, of
Westfield was the first place winner of
the 14- to 15-category in the Little
Opera Company of New Jersey Vocal
Excellence Competition for Young
Artists.

On April 3, the Colonial Symphony
of Morristown premiered Petite Suite
for Orchestra by Scotch Plains resident
Trent Johnson at the Community The-
atre in Morristown.

The Arts Guild of Rahway featured
the artwork of Westfield resident Joan
Dreyer in “Take Five: Text & Tex-
tures,” while the Scotch Plains Library
hosted a three-week exhibition of pho-
tographs by township resident Robert
Cole.

Schiffer Publishing, Ltd. released of
a new book co-authored by Fanwood
resident Adele Kenny, “Staffordshire
Figures: History in Earthenware 1740-
1900.” Danielle Partenope, a flutist
from Westfield, participated in the 12th
Annual Honors Band Festival at
Susquehanna University.

Gertrude Wood of Westfield, the
author of the novel, “Sincerely Yours,”
was a guest speaker during a weekend
seminar of the International Women’s
Writing Guild.

Audiences at Les Miserables, this
year’s production of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) Rep-
ertory Theater, donated over $5,505 to
benefit homeless children. Westfield
resident Celine Mogielnicki was fea-
tured on the hit public radio program
“From the Top.”

Soprano Deborah Eberts and pia-
nist Stephen Shevlino, both of
Westfield, performed a free recital of
Lenten and Easter music at St. John
Vianney Roman Catholic Church in
Colonia on April 18. Westfield native
Michael Emanuel, national correspon-
dent for FOX News Channel, spoke at
a free event sponsored by the Cultural
Committee of Holy Trinity Greek Or-
thodox Church on April 30.

Westfield resident Gary Godbee in-
cluded his oil-on-Masonite work “Win-
ter Landscape, Montclair, New Jersey”
in a special exhibition of fine art at the
Montclair Art Museum.

MMMMMayayayayay
Scotch Plains- Fanwood High School

graduate and former township resident
Meryl Bezrutczyk performed in 20 Ac-
tors in 60 Minutes, a musical theatre
showcase sponsored by Wagner Col-
lege Theatre. Erin Breznitsky of Scotch
Plains published the nonfiction essay,
“The Mystery of the Nancy Drew Sto-
ries” and the poems “Memorial Ser-
vice” and “Boardwalk at Night Ocean
City” through educational competi-
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

So, what’ll it be this New Year’s
Eve? Staying in, or are you inclined
to get out one last time? If so, try one
of the following…

The Count Basie Theatre in Red
Bank will feature the legendary
SSSSSouths ide  Jouths ide  Jouths ide  Jouths ide  Jouths ide  Johnny and ohnny and ohnny and ohnny and ohnny and TheTheTheTheThe
AsburAsburAsburAsburAsbury Jy Jy Jy Jy Jukesukesukesukesukes at 9 p.m.  Hear three
decades worth of original tunes and
classic covers. Special guest star
RRRRRoberoberoberoberobert Gt Gt Gt Gt Gororororordondondondondon will open for the
band, and tickets range from $30
to $75 for the event. The show ends
at 12:30 a.m. The theatre is located
at 99 Monmouth Street. Call for
availability at (732) 842-9000 or
visit www.countbasietheatre.org.
You never know which other musi-
cians may drop in.

* * * * * * *
BBBBBeguiled Again, eguiled Again, eguiled Again, eguiled Again, eguiled Again, The SThe SThe SThe SThe Songs ofongs ofongs ofongs ofongs of

RRRRRodgers and Hodgers and Hodgers and Hodgers and Hodgers and Harararararttttt culminates with
a New Year’s Eve performance at
7:30 p.m. at The Forum Theatre
Company in Metuchen. The six-
member cast will belt out close to
50 familiar selections such as “The
Lady is a Tramp,” “Where or
When,” “My Funny Valentine,”
“Blue Moon,” “Sing for Your Sup-
per” and “I’ll Take Manhattan,”
encompassing the careers of
Rodgers and Hart, from their earli-
est collaborations on the radio with
“The Rodgers and Hart Hour,” to
composing for the Broadway stage
and finally motion pictures. Tick-
ets are $45, which includes cham-
pagne, wine and hors d’oeuvres at
intermission. Call the box office at
(732) 548-0582, or visit
www.forumtheatrecompany.com.

* * * * * * *
For a more spiritual experience,

The NThe NThe NThe NThe Neeeeew w w w w YYYYYearearearearear’’’’’s Es Es Es Es Evvvvve Labe Labe Labe Labe Labyrinthyrinthyrinthyrinthyrinth
WWWWWalk alk alk alk alk at Cranford’s First Presbyte-
rian Church will provide you with
quiet time for reflection, prayer,
or simply emptying your mind of
the accumulated annual clutter.
Do it any time between 10:30 p.m.
and 12:30 a.m. The church is lo-
cated at 11 Springfield Avenue.
Call (908) 276-8440, e-mail
office@firstprescranford.org, or
visit www.firstprescranford.org for
more information.

* * * * * * *
For an overnight getaway, there

are a few shows in Atlantic City, if
you can get tickets. They include:
KKKKKC & C & C & C & C & The SThe SThe SThe SThe Sunshine Bunshine Bunshine Bunshine Bunshine Bandandandandand at The
Hilton, SSSSSmokey Rmokey Rmokey Rmokey Rmokey Robinsonobinsonobinsonobinsonobinson at Re-
sorts, TTTTTony Oony Oony Oony Oony Orlandorlandorlandorlandorlando at The
Tropicana, and The BThe BThe BThe BThe Brian Srian Srian Srian Srian Setzetzetzetzetzererererer
OOOOOrrrrrchestrachestrachestrachestrachestra at Caesars. For infor-
mation on any of these perfor-
mances, call (800) 736-1420.

* * * * * * *
Among the towns with alcohol-

free, family friendly Garden State
First Night Celebrations are: Mount
Holly (609) 914-0811 or
www.mainstmountholly.com;
Haddonfield (856) 429-4700, ex-
tension no. 300 or
www.firstnighthaddonfield.org;
Manasquan (732) 223-3858 or
www.manasquan-nj.com; Montclair
(973) 509-4910 or
www.firstnightmontclair.com;
Morristown (973) 455-0708 or
www.firstnightmorris.com; Ocean
City (609) 525-9300 or
www.firstnightoceancitynj.com;
Ridgewood (201) 689-1473 or
www.firstnightridgewood.org; South
Orange-Maplewood (973) 76-
FIRST or www.firstnightmapso.org;
and Teaneck (201) 287-9730 or
www.teaneckarts.org. Each event of-
fers a wide variety of activities, and
they typically culminate in fireworks
at midnight. Admission ranges from
$7 to $15, depending on the site.
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
Jazz Band, The Moonglowers, will per-
form at a fundraiser for the Robert Luongo
ALS (amyotrophic lateral sclerosis) Fund
on Wednesday, January 19, 2005 at
Nanina’s In The Park In Belleville.

The fund was established by Luongo’s
longtime friend, Phil Cuzzi, a major
league baseball umpire, as an educational
trust for Luongo’s daughter, Dominique,
now 10 years old.

Vincent Turturiello, SPFHS Supervi-
sor of Fine Arts and Moonglowers Direc-
tor, has known Luongo and Cuzzi since
their childhood days in Belleville.

“Those of us that knew what a special
person he was,” said Cuzzi. “He was the
guy that would always do anything to
help anybody. Now, this is our
community’s opportunity to give back to
Robert’s family.”

Luongo, an all-state football star at
Belleville High School, who played col-
lege football at Harvard University, died
at 49 in March of 2004 from the effects
of ALS, more commonly known as Lou
Gehrig’s disease.

ALS is a neuro-degenerative disease
that attacks nerve cells in the brain and
spinal cord, causing a person to lose the
ability of their brain to initiate and con-
trol voluntary muscle movement. In the
latter stages of ALS, the person becomes
completely paralyzed, yet their mental
capabilities remain intact.

Featured performers at the benefit con-
cert include Steven Voelker (tenor saxo-
phone), Casey Hoynes-O’Connor (alto
saxophone), Justin Rowinski (trombone),
Michael Sheffield (percussion), Nick
Mondi (vocalist), and Lauren Perrotta
(vocalist).

The evening will feature a dinner/
dance with live entertainment, as well as
music from deejay Mike Chiefo, and a
silent auction of sports memorabilia.

Some of the highlighted items in-
clude:

• An autographed jersey and bat from

Derek Jeter;
• The pitching rubber from Yankee

Stadium autographed by Mariano Rivera;
• An autographed bat by Mike Piazza;
• An autographed jersey from Boston

pitcher Curt Schilling; and
• An autographed Penn State football

helmet from Joe Paterno.
Veteran Major League Umpire Bruce

Froemming will also attend to share some
of his funnier stories that may or may not
have occurred over his 30-year career in
the big leagues.

“It’s going to be a fun night for a great
cause,” added Cuzzi. “We hope to raise
awareness of this terrible disease and a
donation will go to the ALS Foundation,
Florida chapter. The main purpose of the
fundraiser, however, is a college trust for
Dominique.”

The Moonglowers, the oldest jazz
band in New Jersey, began in 1936
and performed at the high school’s
proms and during lunch in the cafete-
ria. The group, which practices from
6:45 to 7:30 a.m. every morning, has
placed in the top five bands in New
Jersey for the past 20 years. They were
selected as the best band in New Jersey
in 2001, and have been named the top
high school jazz band in Union County
for the past 25 years.

At national festivals of music, The
Moonglowers have been selected as the
outstanding jazz band 18 times, and
numerous band members have gone on
to be professional musicians. The group
was also named best band in the tri-state
area in the McDonalds High School Jazz
Band Competition in 1990-1991.

To purchase tickets priced at $60 each,
please e-mail Phil Cuzzi at
pcuz@optonline.net, call Joe Zarra at
(973) 661-8832, or Danny Vitello at
(973) 667-2606.

Nanina’s In The Park is requesting a
head count, therefore, current ticket hold-
ers should make checks payable to: Rob-
ert Luongo ALS Fund and mail them to:
32 Mapes Avenue, Nutley, 07110.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — There Goes the
Bride, a British farce by the British
team of Ray Cooney and John
Chapman, will open on Saturday,
January 8, 2005 at 8 p.m. at the
Westfield Community Players
(WCP) theater, located at 1000 North
Avenue, West in Westfield.

The show will continue on Friday
and Saturday evenings, January 14,
15, 21 and 22 with single tickets at
$15 available from the box office at
(908) 232-1221.

Directed by WCP President Naomi
Yablonsky of Springfield, a society
wedding is threatened by the roman-
tic hallucinations of Timothy
Westerby who believes he is in love
with a character he created for an
advertising campaign.

Polly Perkins, played by Valerie
Micke of Cranford, is the flapper
who appears with every knock on the
head that sends Westerby back to
1920’s London at the same Savoy
Hotel where his daughter is to be
married. Will he snap out of it in
time to walk his daughter down the
aisle, or will the groom’s family aban-
don the wedding entirely?

Husband and wife team John and
Linda Correll of Winfield will play

the Westerbys who are driving their
daughter Judy (Vikki Massulli of
Gillette) to distraction on her wed-
ding day.

Cranford resident Timothy
McGovern portrays the adman’s part-
ner who desperately tries to keep the
groom’s father (Chuck Azen of Madi-
son) occupied before he cancels the
wedding. Westfield residents Stan
Kaplan and Linda Giuditta play the
bride’s befuddled grandparents,
Gerald and Daphne.

WCP now offers reserved seating;
therefore, patrons should indicate
their preferences when calling the
box office for seats at (908) 232-
1221. Opening night patrons are in-
vited to stay for a dessert and coffee
reception with the cast and crew after
the curtain rings down.

The producer is Letty Hudak, Jerry
Yablonsky is the assistant director
and Barbara Goldstein is the stage
manager for the show.

Funding has been made possible in
part by the New Jersey State Council on
the Arts, Department of State, a partner
agency of the National Endowment of
the Arts, through a grant administered
by the Union County Division of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs.


