
Page 14  Thursday, December 30, 2004 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

NOW OPEN

Westfield
Hillcrest Avenue &
North Avenue East

Member FDIC

300+ convenient locations throughout
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, New York & Delaware

Great Services
FREE
Checking
First year FREE,
then only a
$100 minimum
balance.

No-Fee ATM/Visa®

Check Card
Any ATM, anywhere…
no fees from us!

Seven-Day 
Branch Banking
Weekdays 7:30 - 8
Saturday 7:30 - 6
Sunday 11:00 - 4

FREE Online Banking
and Bill Pay
commerceonline.com

New Account Gifts
FREE gift of your choice when you open
a checking or savings account with $250
or more.

• Blender
• Coffee Maker
• George Foreman Grill

• Golf Umbrella
• Iron
• Sports Bag

Offer valid through January 8, 2005 at our Westfield office only. New accounts with
initial deposit of $250 or more are eligible. We reserve the right to substitute any
gift with one of comparable value. Cannot be combined with any other offer. One
gift maximum per household. 

NJ DOT Doles Out
$460,000 to Towns
COUNTY – The New Jersey De-

partment of Transportation (NJDOT)
has awarded $460,000 in grants to area
towns for road improvement projects.

Westfield has been awarded
$160,000 for work on Highland Av-
enue, Scotch Plains received $160,000
for Rahway Avenue, and
Mountainside garnered $140,000 for
improvements to Globe Avenue,
NJDOT Commissioner Jack Lettiere
announced on December 13.

Towns will receive 75 percent of the
grant money up front and the remain-
ing 25 percent once the work is com-
pleted, said Commissioner Lettiere.

The grants are part of $67.5 million
doled out to 408 New Jersey towns as
part of the NJDOT’s Fiscal Year 2005
municipal aid program. The program
is funded through the NJDOT’s Trans-
portation Trust Fund.

Harling Graduates
From Basic Training
WESTFIELD – Air Force Reserve

Airman First Class Elizabeth Harling
has graduated from basic military
training at Lackland Air Force Base
in San Antonio, Tex.

During six weeks of training, the
airman studied the Air Force mis-
sion, organization, and military cus-
toms and courtesies; performed drill
and ceremony marches, and received
physical training, rifle marksmanship,
field training exercises and special
training in human relations.

In addition, airmen who complete
basic training earn credits toward an
associate degree through the Com-
munity College of the Air Force.

Airman Harling is the daughter of
Jeanne Harling of Westfield and a 2002
graduate of Roselle Catholic High School.

Deadline Is Extended
For Rebate Tax Forms
SCOTCH PLAINS – Senior citi-

zens and persons on Social Security
Disability are advised that if they did
not file a New Jersey Homestead/
Tenant Rebate Tax Form for 2003
because of low or no taxable income,
the New Jersey Division of Taxation
has extended the filing date to Satur-
day, January 15.

Anyone with questions or wanting
a Homestead/Tenant Rebate tax re-
turn prepared is asked to call the
Scotch Plains Public Library at (908)
322-5007, extension no. 208, for an
appointment with Ed Evans.

MARATHON MOMS…On November 7, Westfield residents Maria Elena Whelan,
left, and Sue Beauchamp finished the New York City Marathon after several
months of training. Mrs. Whelan described it as an “incredible experience” and
thanked New Yorkers for cheering them on.

FCC Service to Recognize
Camp Sunshine Ministry

WESTFIELD – On Sunday,
January 9, the First Congregational
Church of Westfield will celebrate
the ministry of its Camp Sunshine
ambassadors at a special worship
service at 10 a.m.

Located in Casco, Me., Camp
Sunshine supports children with
life-threatening illnesses and their
families. Its mission is to address
the impact of such an illness on
every member of the immediate
family, including the ill child, par-
ents and siblings.

FCC volunteers for 2004 in-
cluded Matt Bierman, Emily
Ortuso, Christine Wicks, Emma
Laird, Annie Yingling, Paul Clark,
Eric Linger, Cri Cri Henry, Sara
Woods, Dan Kelman, Jess Dawe,
Paul and Anthony Johnson. Their
advisors were Tom and Jen Cotter,
Lyn Kelman, Carol Devine and Pam
Gilchrist.

Members of the youth mission,
their advisors and Camp Sunshine
staff will take part in the service.
An after-church forum will be of-
fered for those interested in learn-
ing more about volunteer opportu-
nities at Camp Sunshine in 2005.

Participants will include camp
physician Dr. Andy Eichenfield;
Program Director Nancy Cincotta
and Tracie Moore from the Brain

Tumor Foundation.
Camp Sunshine is staffed almost

entirely by volunteers, many of
whom return year after year. The
volunteers reflect the diversity of
the families and help with recre-
ational leadership, childcare and
food service.

Last year, the church youth raised
nearly $1,000 for their expenses,
and also donated $2,000 to Camp
Sunshine. Additionally, a corpo-
rate gift of $1,000 was solicited by
a church member who is employed
by Sanofi-Synthelabo, Inc.

Church members and others in-
terested in supporting this effort
financially may make contributions
payable to First Congregational
Church, with Youth Mission Fund
on the memo line.

Each family is attending the
camp is sponsored by an indi-
vidual, civic group, corporation
or foundation, which enables a
family to spend a week at Camp
Sunshine free of charge. The spon-
sorship for one family to partici-
pate in the week-long program is
$1,500.

For additional information on
Camp Sunshine, please call the
church office at (908) 233-2494 or
visit  the camp’s web site,
www.campsunshine.org.

Amateur Astronomers Post
Membership Meeting Date

CRANFORD –Amateur Astrono-
mers Inc. (AAI) will conduct its
monthly membership meeting on Fri-
day, January 21, at 8 p.m. in the
Lecture Hall of the Nomehegan Build-
ing at Union County College, 1033
Springfield Avenue in Cranford.

Immediately following the busi-
ness meeting at approximately 9 p.m.,
the club will present a lecture entitled
“The Dark Side of the Universe,” by
Dr. Jerry Selwood, an astrophysicist
from Rutgers University. It will be
free and open to the public.

Dr. Selwood will explain what is
known about dark matter that com-
prises 99 percent of the universe.
The only clue to its existence is the
gravitational effect left behind by
its presence, a club spokesman ex-
plained.

Following the lecture, members and
guests will be invited to the William
Miller Sperry Observatory, located
nearby on the campus, where guests
will have the opportunity to speak
with club members and tour the facil-
ity. Refreshments will be served.

If weather permits, a celestial view-
ing focusing on the Comet Machholz
and the planet Saturn will be con-
ducted using the club’s two large tele-
scopes. Free parking will be provided
by Union County College.

In addition to monthly meetings held
on the third Friday of each month from
September through May, more infor-
mal meetings that are free to the public
are held on the remaining Fridays at

the Sperry Observatory. A program
for younger audiences is held at 7:30
p.m., with topics that include the solar
system and the constellations.

Arrangements can be made for
groups to attend by contacting
bigjody1@netzero.com.

For more information on AAI or
for directions, please call (908) 276-
STAR or visit www.asterism.org.

Forensics Awards Granted
To Rebecca Cohen of WF

WESTFIELD – Rebecca Cohen of
Westfield, a member of the Class of
2007 at Ursinus College in
Collegeville, Pa., has been awarded
for her participation in the Sixth An-
nual Bridgewater College/Lord
Fairfax College Invitational Tourna-
ment at Middletown, Va. as a member
of the college’s forensics team.

Rebecca won sixth place awards in
extemporaneous speaking and humor-
ous oral interpretation, as well as the

Top Notice Award in Improvisational
Pairs at Bridgewater/Lord Fairfax.
Her partner was Joshua Solomon.

Rebecca won the Top Advancing
Novice Award in impromptu speak-
ing at Morgan State, as well as sev-
enth place in humorous oral interpre-
tation at Lock Haven. She also com-
peted at West Chester.

Mercersburg Grants
Golfer Award to Banta
WESTFIELD – Cornelius

Fitzpatrick Banta, 11, the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Cornelius Banta of Westfield,
received the Most Improved Golfer
Award and was named “Most Improved
Player” at Mercersburg Academy.

He was presented with the award
during the academy’s annual fall
Sports Banquet on November 12.

www.goleader.com

HOLIDAY VISIT…Junior Girl Scout Troop No. 45 of Wilson Elementary School
in Westfield recently spread some holiday cheer among nursing home residents
of Manor Care of Mountainside. Pictured, from left to right, are: Front row, Mae
Cornwell, Celia Childs, Molly Jennings and Lisa John, and back row, Alexandra
Kapadia, Colleen Caprario, Catherine Sabatino, Laura Streaman, Stephanie
Carter and Lexi Carter.


