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Blue Devil Swim Boys Tie
E. Brunswick Bears, 85-85

SHAFFER, BOYD, WHITNEY RECORD BIG VICTORIES

Rahway Indians Overwhelm
Blue Devil Matmen, 63-11
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seven forfeits made it easy for host
Rahway High School to overwhelm
Westfield, 63-11, on December 22
but several powerful Indians, who
did receive forfeits, would rather have
demonstrated their talents by squar-
ing off with an opponent. The Blue
Devils, on the other hand, sent seven
wrestlers to center mat and came away
with three victories.

After a special award presentation
by Rahway High School Athletic Di-
rector Tom Lewis honoring junior
Darrion Caldwell, who won the
NJSIAA 119-lb title last year, the 0-
2 Blue Devils took a 4-0 team lead
when Andrew Shaffer won a 12-0,
majority decision over Sidney Gra-
ham. Shaffer recorded two high crotch
takedowns and three two-point tilts.

“On top, I was a lot better than I
have ever been. I rode him out the
entire time and turned him to his
back. I never turned anyone to his
back last year,” Shaffer recalled. “I
was looking for a front headlock in
the first period but it didn’t work out.
I need to work on it more. Once I
composed myself, I took shots to the
opposite side and that was pretty much
it for him. My conditioning was amaz-
ing. I made it into the third period and
I was fine. I wasn’t winded when I
walked off the mat. I feel I could go

three more.”
Mark Boyd, who competed at 135

lbs. last year, jumped up to 160 lbs.
and annihilated Don Gottlick with a
14-5, majority decision to put the
Blue Devils ahead, 8-0. Boyd battled

blood time, but recorded two double-
leg takedowns, two reversals, a three-
point tilt and a three-point near fall by
catching Gottlick in a back double-
arm bar.

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The 4-1-1 Westfield High School
boys’ swimming team displayed its
determination on December 23 at the
Westfield “Y” by earning a must sec-
ond and third place finish in the final
event, the 400-free relay, to gain an
85-85 tie with 3-2-1 East Brunswick.
PJ Harley triumphed in the 200-
freestyle with a time of 1:55.33 and
he also out-distanced his competitors
in the 500-freestyle, touching first
with a time of 5:10.27.

“Basically, I take it out pretty hard
and try to remain solid in the middle
100’s and then sprint the last 100. If
there is no competition like today, I
still go for best time,” he said.

“We had a pretty solid lineup I
thought, but they pulled a couple of
surprises on us and they swam ex-
tremely well,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Bruce Johnson. “The meet was
extremely close the entire way and
every single point was important. We
expected to win the 200-medley relay

and the 200-free, which we did, al-
though it was close. In the 200-Indi-
vidual Medley (IM), we expected to
go 1-2-3 and we did. In the 200, we
took sixth instead of fifth and in the
50, we took sixth instead of fifth
while in the medley relay, we took
fourth instead of third. (We lose) if

we didn’t have Harley catch the kid,
who dropped five seconds with a heck
of a swim in the 200-free, and Sam
McGrory who caught their swimmer
for fifth in the backstroke. Matt
Bludnick was fifth or sixth in the 100-
breaststroke at the fifty and battled
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Blue Devil Swimmers Propel
Ahead of Lady Bears, 91-79

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The races were tight, the swimming
was thrilling but, after dueling with
the 4-4 East Brunswick Bears, the 6-0
Westfield High School girls swim-
ming team out-pointed its rivals, 91-
79, on December 23 in Westfield.

“I thought it was a great meet. We
put in a very different lineup than we

would normally,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Jamie Ruszala. “We found some
races that I did not expect to go well
but they did, so that is a good thing for
us to know for the future.”

Blue Devil freshman Elizabeth
Hawkins swam to victory in the 200-
yard freestyle with a time of 2:07.40
while a strong showing by freshman
Alexi Kuska in the event earned her

second place. Versatile Blue Devil se-
nior, Kirsten Selert, easily won top hon-
ors in the 50-yard freestyle with a time of
26:08 and proficient senior Amanda
Dickson touched second in 26:74.

“We put Dickson and Selert in at
the last minute just to be a little more
assured in that race and they did very
well,” said coach Ruszala.

Standout sophomore Kylie Fraser
won the 100-butterfly with a touch of
1:03.80. Blue Devil depth in the 500-
freestyle allowed Dickson to touch
second with a time of 5:32.83.

“In terms of the 500, that was one
of the unexpected races,” said Ruszala.
“Dickson was very pleased and a
little surprised with her time. She is a
great all around swimmer, so I wasn’t
too surprised and very pleased with
the overall time.”

The Blue Devil foursome of se-
niors Lisa Zhang and Jacqueline Dela
Fuente, freshman Annie O’Neil and
sophomore Katie Morgan placed sec-
ond in the 200-medley relay in
2:04.11. Strong showing by senior
Elizabeth Trimble, freshman Cathryn
Winchester, sophomore Nicole
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Burgdorff’s gift to buyer and seller clients who 
participate in the American Dream: finding a home! 
Call for program details or visit us at burgdorff.com.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813

16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

CRANFORD $619,000 FANWOOD $375,000

WESTFIELD $869,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $759,000

MOUNTAINSIDE $875,000

WESTFIELD $1,200,000

Center Hall Williamsberg Colonial in the Heathermead section of-
fers 4 Bedrooms and 2.5 baths.  This home offers all large rooms
and is located near public transportation, schools and parks.

Move right into this lovely Fanwood Colonial!  It has everything.  A
perfect blend of old and new.  Windows, central air conditioning
and bathroom have been updated while the Living Room exudes
warmth and charm.

Welcome home for the holidays!  Enchanting new construction home is
inviting you.  Today’s amenities, joined with the charm of a turn-of-the-
century Victorian.  Enjoy a gourmet Eat-In Kitchen with adjoining first
floor Great Room accented with a wood-burning fireplace.  Features 5
Bedrooms, 3.5 baths and 2-car garage.

Located on a quiet cul-de-sac, this spacious 4 Bedroom, 2.5 bath
center hall Colonial features an Eat-In Kitchen, adjacent to the Fam-
ily Room with fireplace.  Also offers Central Air Conditioning, wood
floors, Master Suite with dressing area and a Recreation Room.  Set
on 1.2 acres with circular drive.

Outstanding to be built Victorian detail abounds throughout this
amazing home.  Upgrades are endless.  Design is priceless.  Sweep-
ing staircase and balcony are breathtaking.  True by-gone era beauti-
fully captured.  Timeless elegance rarely seen!

This stunning 10 room Colonial boasts a grand foyer, Kitchen over-
looking Family Room, 2 fireplaces, Master Bedroom Suite and park-
like property situated on a dead-end street.  A must see!  Won’t last!

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IMPROVING IN THE TOP POSITION…Blue Devil Andrew Shaffer, top, controls Indian Sidney Graham in the 152-lb
bout. Shaffer won a 12-0, majority decision.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DETERMINED TO WIN…Anchored by senior Dan Chabanov, above, the Blue
Devil foursome of Brandon Cuba, Luke Baran and Pat Daurio won the 200-meter
relay with a time of 1:46.54. Westfield tied, 85-85.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FOCUSED ON VICTORY… Blue Devil Amanda Dixon, second from left, earned
valuable points by placing second in the 50-yard freestyle. Kirsten Selert, fourth
from left, won the event with a time of 26:08. Westfield won, 91-79.


