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CHILEAN COPPER…Dale McKinnon returned to Westfield on Christmas Eve from the world’s largest copper mine in Escondida, Chile. The mine is located in the
Atacamba desert plateau, the driest part of the planet where it hasn’t rained in over forty years. On the left, Mr. McKinnon is pictured reading The Westfield Leader
in mid December in Antofagasta, Chile after more than 22 hours of travel and before journeying up into the Andes Mountains to the copper mine at 11,000 feet elevation.
On the right, Mr. McKinnon shows Leader/Times Publisher Horace Corbin samples of the copper ore as part of their engineering project.

From Beechwood to HKT,
And Now a Fond Goodbye

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four years ago I didn’t know any-
thing about being a reporter, let alone
an editor. All I wanted to do was
write, and possibly make money do-
ing so. Thankfully, Paul Peyton and
Horace Corbin took a chance on me,
and I began covering the Borough of
Mountainside.

I was quickly thrown into a bond
issue to renovate Deerfield
and Beechwood Schools
along with a school board
election.

Before I knew what was
happening, I was running
around covering Bret
Schundler in his run for New
Jersey Governor, and meet-
ing Acting Governor Donald
DiFrancesco as he endorsed
local Republican candidates.

When Paul said that he would be
leaving to work for Senator Rich
Bagger, he told me I should apply for
his job, but I didn’t have the confi-
dence.

Within a week of that, Horace sent
out an e-mail asking for some help in
the office, and the next thing I knew I
was in the middle of the Ward Com-
mission hearing, covering the Westfield
Town Council and assigning stories.

And then, the news just never
stopped. It was “secret meetings” with
the police during contract negotiations,
the mayor accusing a councilwoman
of violating an ordinance (upon my
questioning), a school board president
being suspended from the bar, the di-
saster that was Beechwood School,
and so many others. I even got to see
President George W. Bush and Airforce
One at Newark Airport (it came with a
sunburn standing out on the tarmac all
day, but it was worth it).

I began to realize that by the time I
left this job, I could probably qualify
as a planner, lawyer, zoning officer
and many other things.

My job here at The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, though one that I literally fell
into, was one that I truly enjoyed,
even when I came under fire for my
writing, and even when I was sitting
through meetings until 2 a.m.

I have learned so much about editing
and style working with Michelle
LePoidevin and Suzette Stalker; it’s
amazing we got a paper out every week
with all the fooling around we did. I will
miss writing our funny headlines, and
picking out our favorite quotes.

Being a reporter is easy, being a desk
jockey editor is even easier – being
good at one is hard, being good at both
is a lot harder. Fortunately, I had the
best staff anyone could have asked for
in the office, but most of all my string-

ers, they made me look good a lot.
Betsey, Kim, Liz, Ed, Fred, Dave,

Matt and Debbie – you all made me
proud with the work you did, your
ability to write, to get the tough ques-
tions answered and your willingness
to go the extra mile, often without
being asked. Remember to follow
your gut instincts, they’re usually
right, and to watch out for the spin.

Horace, Dave, Ben, Michelle,
Suzette, Rob, Mike, Paul,
Fred and Karen – It’s been
fun and I promise to keep in
touch.

This last year-and-a-half
of reporting was by far the
most difficult – there were
so many studies, reports and
sides of what I dubbed the
“megaplex,” but others
knew it as the Westfield re-
development projects. Most

weeks I felt my head swimming, try-
ing to get the details organized in my
head. If I never have to write about
parking again, it will be too soon.

I must thank Westfield Town Ad-
ministrator James Gildea, Town En-
gineer Ken Marsh and all the employ-
ees at town hall, but especially Town
Clerk Bernard Heeney. Without
Berny, I would have been lost – he
was always there to help, to quickly
get me all the documents I needed
and to direct me to the right people.

I would also like to thank the mem-
bers of the town council. Though the
names and faces have changed over
the years (I’ve seen only one mayor,
but 15 different council members),
their tireless dedication to Westfield
often goes unrecognized. This cur-
rent council has been the best to work
with by far. Many of them became not
just elected officials, but my friends
as well, and I will miss spending my
Tuesday nights with them.

This newspaper, or any newspaper
for that matter, is nothing without its
readers. Watchful and wordful resi-
dents like Robert Ratner, Sharon
Stockwell, Keith Hertell, Sal Caruana
and so many others help keep the
issues in focus. I encourage you all to
keep writing, and to keep a watchful
eye on this town we all love so much.

I would be remiss if I did not thank
all of my readers, without you, all of
my hard work wouldn’t mean a thing.

While I may be leaving the job of
Assignment Editor, I will still be
around and you may even see my
byline from time to time. I certainly
won’t be falling off the face of the
earth, and no matter where I go, or
what I do, Westfield is just as much a
part of me as I am of it.

* * * * * * *
Lauren S. Pass can be reached at

writerlsp@yahoo.com.
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New Year Thoughts
For a Good 2005

I hope all of our readers have a happy,
healthy and safe 2005.  We all surely have
learned a few things in 2004, and here’s
hoping those lessons result in good (and
better) times in this New Year.  A special
wish for our soldiers overseas, that they
are blessed with safety and security wher-
ever they are.  We all salute you.

Matt Marino
Fanwood

Leader/Times Reporter

Rollback of Permit Fees
Called for by Residents

We would like to join our fellow com-
muters in asking the Town of Westfield
to review the price of annual parking
permits for residents at the Westfield
Train Station lots.  Last year, the price of
such a permit was doubled to generate
additional revenue to pay for a parking
garage.

This year’s price to renew an annual
permit was unchanged - $702 - despite
the decision to abandon the parking deck
project.  It must be an oversight - because
it certainly seems like this town’s com-
muters are being unfairly singled out to
subsidize future town expenditures.

We are looking forward to receiving a
refund check.

Christine & Ricky Kamil
Westfield

WF Reader Disagrees
With Popcorn Column

Which planet is Michael Goldberger from
to suggest, even jokingly, that only five
people liked Ocean’s 11? There are five in
my family alone who loved the movie and
everyone we know also enjoyed it immensely.

Perhaps Mr. Goldberger is not “cool”
enough to have enjoyed it, or perhaps he
is stuck in a time warp, reminiscing about
Sinatra’s Rat Pack, or both.

Can’t comment on Ocean’s 12 yet,
unfortunately, as I haven’t seen it, but
expectations are low regardless of Mr.
Goldberger’s comments, as sequels are
rarely as good as the original.

Telly Zachariades,
Westfield

Friends Thanked for Support In Past
Year After Loss of Michael Charmatz
Next week will mark the one-year anni-

versary of the death of my brother, Michael
Charmatz. My family and I would like to take
this opportunity to thank everyone for their
kindness and support over this past year.

As some of you are well aware, there
are still many questions surrounding
Michael’s death. Private investigators are
still searching for the answers that will
tell us what actually happened on January
5, 2004. While I hope to one day learn the
truth, I also know that nothing will ever
truly explain why my brother was taken
from us at such a young age. No investi-
gation, however extensive, will ever truly
erase the feelings of shock and grief that
so many of us experienced after hearing
the horrific news.

Losing a loved one is always difficult;
losing Michael in the way that we did has
often been unbearable. However, it is
imperative that we remember Michael
not for his tragic death, but instead for his
exceptional life.

And exceptional it was.
In his short 19 years of life, Michael

accomplished what most spend a lifetime
trying to achieve. He had already become a
man that people respected, admired and loved.

I suppose it’s possible to describe Michael
by saying that he was kind, honest, loving,
compassionate, charismatic, generous,
funny, smart, strong and handsome. But he
was so much more than that. Michael was
the guy who made you laugh when you had
a bad day. He was the guy who made
everything better when things couldn’t get
any worse. He was the guy who extended
his hand when you needed a friend.

Simply put, to know Michael was to
love him.

In June of 2002, Michel graduated as
Senior Class President from Westfield
High School and was given the honor of
speaking at commencement. In that
speech, Michael said to his classmates:
“let us always remember to live and love
each day to its fullest potential.”

That is exactly what he did. Michael

Treat SP-F BOE
Like Corporation

never passed up the chance to define
himself as a person with integrity, devo-
tion and appreciation.

Michael was a classy gentleman whose
thoughtful words and selfless actions touched
the lives of so many. He was the kind of guy
you were proud to know, and honored to call
your son, your brother, your friend.

To those who knew Michael well, es-
pecially his friends, I hope each of you
know how much you meant to my brother.
I have a feeling he’s somewhere watching
over all of us.

Again, I wish to express my sincere
appreciation for the cards, letters, pictures
and memories so many of you have shared
with us over this past year. Your kind words
and well wishes have meant a great deal to
me, and my family. Thank you for assuring
us that Michael is still living in your hearts.

Perhaps what so many of us feel is best
described by the inscription to Michael
on his tombstone:

We will remember you always;
We will love you forever.

Ivy Charmatz
Westfield

Letters to the Editor
This is in response, or actually in addi-

tion to Karl Grossman’s letter to the edi-
tor of December 23. Mr. Grossman’s let-
ter is falling on deaf ears at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education.

I have sent two letters to Superintendent
of Schools Dr. Carole Choke about the
benefits issue in the past. Both have been
replied in a very skirting manner. I also
suggested treating the board of education
as a corporation. I work for a large corpo-
ration and every year the cost of benefits
goes up…you cannot expect the company
to always pick up the increase. This would
raise the price of their product and share-
holders are rarely happy with slumping
sales. Treat the taxpayers as stockholders.
If we can assume responsibility for sharing
the increase in benefits, so can the employ-
ees of the board of education.

We have more at stake then any teacher
or board worker since it is our children
that are the issue. Dr. Choye – handle the
board of education as a corporation, which
means making a few hard decisions on
your part. You are definitely receiving a
C.E.O. salary.

Bill Lyman
Scotch Plains

NEW LOOK • BETTER SELECTION • BETTER PRICES

Monday thru Saturday:  9:00am - 9:30pm    •    Sunday:  12:00pm - 8:00pm

YOUR FAVORITE WINES

Kenwood Sonoma Caberet
Toasted Head Chardonnay
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
Kenwood Sauvignon Blanc
BV Costal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay/Pinot Noir
Hess Select Chardonnay

$12.99 750ml
$10.99 750ml
$8.99 750ml
$9.99 750ml
$12.99 750ml
$8.49 750ml
$7.99 750ml
$8.99 750ml

VALUE WINES

Sutter Home Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay

Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay

Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay

Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay

Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay

Fetzer Cabernet/Merlot/Chardonnay

Cavit Pinot Grigio

Walnut Crest Cabernet

Cesari Pinot Grigio

Bolla Soave

Beringer White Zinfandel

Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti

Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria

$8.99 1.5L

$16.99 1.5L

$15.99 1.5L

$10.99 1.5L

$6.99 1.5L

$13.99 1.5L

$11.99 1.5L

$7.99 1.5L

$9.99 1.5L

$10.99 1.5L

$8.99 1.5L

$8.99 5L

$8.99 4L

VODKA

Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Pravda
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

$30.99 1.75L
$33.99 1.75L
$24.99 750ml
$26.99 750ml
$18.99 1.75L
$29.99 1.75L
$21.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L

We reserve the right to limit quantities while

quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical

errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

RUM

Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$23.99 1.75L
$18.99 1.75L
$18.99 1.75L
$22.99 1.75L

GIN

Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

$33.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$27.99 750ml
$28.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L

WHISKEY

Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$34.99 1.75L
$22.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L

SCOTCH

Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

$30.99 1.75L
$51.99 1.75L
$54.99 1.75L
$31.99 1.75L
$16.99 1.75L

CORDIALS

Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

$17.99 750ml
$17.99 750ml
$14.99 750ml
$13.99 750ml
$18.99 750ml

Any 2 bottles
of  wine with
this coupon

Expires 01/09/05

10% Off
Mix and Match is O.K.  Sales Items are excluded. 750 ml Only.

HOLIDAY SPECIAL 20% Off

10% Off

any 12 bottles
or more of wine

any 6 bottles
or more of wine

Mix and Match is O.K.  Sales Items are excluded.   750 ml Only.

Come Check Out
the Area’s Finest
Microbrew Shop

UNDER

NEW

MANAGEMENT

Veuve Clicquot Champagne

Moet White Star

Domaine Chandon Brut Cuvee

Korbel Brut / Extra Dry

750ml  $31.00

750ml  $26.00

750ml  $12.09

750ml  $10.19

Pommery Brut Royal

Gaston Chiquet “Carte Verte” Brut

Gratien & Meyer Saumer Brut

Freixenet Cordon Negro Brut

750ml  $29.99

750ml  $32.99

750ml  $13.99

750ml  $8.01

Sparkling Prices For The New Year!

Lauren S. Pass


