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The year-end review editions of last week and this
week remind us of how active and unusual 2004 was
for our communities.

Political antics put New Jersey on the international
news scene ahead of “The Sopranos,” at least for just
a week or so. Governor Jim McGreevey resigns,
while major figures, such as fundraiser Charles
Kushner, were indicted or plead guilty, Senator
Joseph Sulliga from Linden resigned over a drunken
incident in Atlantic City with a woman, Freeholder
John Wohlrab from Linden resigned over assault
allegations with a girlfriend, and former Hudson
County Freeholder Howard  Braker plead guilty to
corruption charges.

At our town levels, matters were much tamer as
citizens organized in Westfield over the parking devel-
opment proposal by the town causing Mayor Greg
McDermott to have the matter decided by a non-
binding referendum – which was resoundingly rejected
by the voters in a 80 No, 20 Yes percentage landslide.

Mayor Martin Marks easily won reelection in
Scotch Plains due to his personal popularity and his
statewide stand calling for property tax reform and a
constitutional convention on the matter.

The New Jersey State Republican Committee has
a new chairman, Tom Wilson, as former chairman
Senator Joe Kyrillos resigned. Phil Morin of Cranford
took over the Union County Republican leadership
in a move to rebuild the party, which hasn’t won a
countywide election in 10 years when the party was
lead by Frank McDermott.

New Jersey again finds itself with a governor who
was not elected by the people. Governor McGreevey
resigned in August under scandal but refused to
make it official until November 15, thus preventing
the need for a special election. State Senator Richard
Codey of West Orange is now acting Governor upon
the resignation of Governor McGreevey. New Jersey
also had an acting Governor when Donald
DiFrancesco of Scotch Plains took over from Chris-
tine Whitman who resigned in 2001 to become head
of the Environmental Protection Agency in Wash-
ington, D.C. These occurrences have spurred a cry
for creating the position of an elected lieutenant
governor to handle ascession matters in the future.

After a heated presidential race with arguably the
most distasteful of political advertising on both sides
and reprehensibly unprofessional news casting such
as by CBS and Dan Rather, the public is looking for
a little breather. New Jerseyans may have missed
some of these antics as it was never declared a state
in play – swing states such as Pennsylvania and Ohio
were pounded with political campaign advertising
from the Bush and Kerry Campaigns.

But New Jersey is unlikely to escape this year with
the governorship up for grabs. U.S. Senator Jon
Corzine has announced his intentions to put the full
force of his personal wealth into the campaign to
become the next governor. If he succeeds, it’s really
a two for one bet as he will then be able to name his
replacement in the U.S. Senate. If this ploy works,
New Jerseyans will again find themselves with a
major official not elected by the people.

There are some rocky roads ahead on this scheme
by Senator Corzine as Acting Governor Codey is off
to a good start and doesn’t seem predisposed to roll
over. Mr. Codey is a veteran inside politician in the
State Senate with considerable support from his
party, and quietly from the Republican Party – at
least in comparison to the initiative of Senator

Corzine.
Statewide, the GOP is searching for their cham-

pion to become governor – someone who can win,
someone who is not afraid of Corzine’s wealth.
Businessman Doug Forrester is putting his wealth
into the fray in hopes of carrying the GOP banner to
victory as governor. Bret Schundler is also planning
another run for governor but does not yet have the
financial war chest in place. A clear GOP choice will
become apparent in the next two months.

After all the dust settles, will it again be whoever has
the most money wins? If so, next year New Jerseyans
will be reading about Governor Jon Corzine. Should
we not bother to vote – but just have the contenders put
up the biggest campaign bond they can muster, then
open sealed bids and declare a winner – avoiding
otherwise the angst of campaigns?

Westfield should have a very interesting year for
elections as the town is emerging from the first year
in more than a half century without an election for
town council or mayor. The pent up energy of the
voters as a result of this hiatus, supercharged by the
parking controversies, should lead to a spirited con-
test for mayor and council. The Republican majority
hopes to avoid a schism in their ranks and avoid a
primary race for mayor and council. The Democrats
hope to field a strong set of contenders and upend the
Republicans as occurred for the first time in almost
100 years when Thomas Jardim was elected as the
town’s first Democratic mayor since 1912.

More important for the taxpayers will be elections
for the school boards in that school boards account
for two-thirds of the property tax burden. Town
mayors and councils account very little to the total
tax bill (15-20 percent). The county freeholders also
account for about 20 percent of the property tax bill.
Traditionally, few people run for the school boards
and these agencies function to maximize the re-
sources applied to education, not share in evaluating
the priorities for the total tax burden.

At the Union County level, there has been a one
party rule for the last decade. The Republicans claim
that there needs to be two-party participation to pro-
vide checks and balances. Yet, the GOP organization
has not been able to win a seat on the board due to the
numerical strength of the Democratic Party in Eliza-
beth, Plainfield and Union. Three seats of the nine-
member freeholder board are up for election this year,
as every year. Republicans call for changing to a ward
type system, reasoning that their chances would im-
prove for having a freeholder elected from areas such
as Westfield, Scotch Plains or Summit.

The 80-member state assembly is also up for
election this year, an event that happens every two
years. The 40-member state senate  is on a four- year
cycle and won’t come into play until 2007. For the
21st legislative district that includes Westfield, As-
semblymen Jon Bramnick (R) of Westfield and Eric
Munoz (R) of Summit are upfor  reelection. In the
22nd legislative district that includes Scotch Plains
and Fanwood,  Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D)
of Fanwood and Jerry Green (D) of Plainfield are up
for reelection.  Senators Thomas Kean, Jr.  (R)  and
Nicholas Scutari (D), representing the 21st and 22nd
legislative districts, respectively, do not have to
worry about relection this year. They will likely
work from the sidelines to help in the relection
efforts of their runningmates.

So, politics and campaigns will again be in the
forefront for area voters in 2005.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Horarious – Enduring for only an

hour or two
2. Plouter – To wade in water with a

splashing noise
3. Schelly – A whitefish
4. Halophilous – Salt-loving, as plants

native to salty soils

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is
correct. The others are made up. Are
you sharp enough to discern this de-
ception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly –
good guess. If you get two – well-read
individual. If you get three – word
expert. If you get all four – You must
have a lot of free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

TEW
1. To hurry or work fussily
2. A cicada
3. The palm of the hand
4. Moist; dewy

LORIOT
1. The golden oriole of Europe
2. A cover or protective coating
3. A kind of railway baggage truck
4. A worthless fellow; tramp

POEPHAGOUS
1. Excessively fond of literature
2. Feeding on decaying organic matter
3. Eating or swallowing gravel or stones
4. Grass eating

POIKILONYMY
1. Condition characterized by mal-

formed and oversized nonnulcleated red
blood corpuscle

2. The mingling of names or terms
from different systems of nomenclature

3. The act or an instance of seizing;
impounding

4. Division into groups of a thousand

Letters to the Editor

Parking Lot Should Have Been Signed
While On-Street Meters Were Bagged
Hats off to Starbucks and the Town

of Westfield for making on-street park-
ing free for the past 10 days! With this
free parking and informing the public
of the hours of free parking in the
permit lots, parking has been a breeze
this year. The longest I had to search
for a spot was circling Lot 4 (behind
Baron’s) just one time.

I know that there is a loss in revenue
due to the meter bagging, but it would
be nice if it could be extended to the
parking lots. In addition, there would
be less confusion to visitors to
Westfield about whether or not they
have to pay in the lots since they see
that on-street spaces are free. Tempo-
rary signs should have been placed in
the lots to inform people that only on-
street parking is free.

In the article on the last meeting of
the Downtown Westfield Corporation,
Captain John Morgan, Westfield Park-
ing Director, stated that the town was
going to look at a plan to merge Lots 1
and 8 to gain an additional 10 spots.

 According to the article, Captain
Morgan said that the plan includes a
cut through from Elm to Prospect to
bypass the light at Elm and East Broad.
There is no quote in the paper on the
exact words used, but this does not
sound right. The intersections involved
have low ratings, and this certainly
would not help matters any. In any
event, according to NJSA Section 39:4-
66.2 (Driving on public or private prop-
erty to avoid a traffic sign or signal.) is
illegal in New Jersey and two points
are added to your license.

The article also said that at the Tues-
day, January 18 Council meeting, they
will be looking at bids to install 14 new
pay stations in the metered lots, and
that they will be capable of accepting
SmartCards (pre-paid cards with em-
bedded microchips). I have concerns
on the use of SmartCards. The Bor-
ough of Princeton began using them
this past year. While they are used
successfully in many cities, they are
more expensive in smaller towns. (New
York City uses them in limited areas
and the biggest users are commercial

drivers.) You insert the card, max out
the meter, and when you return, you
reinsert the card and retrieve unused
time.

 While the cards are refillable, they
are initially expensive to purchase.
Princeton pays $3 per card and has
established an information program
that begs users not to throw them away.
In New York, because they are pur-
chased in bulk, they are considered
disposable. Princeton and New York
both sell the cards to the public for a
minimum of $20. The Princeton Bor-
ough Administrator was quoted as say-
ing “The initial cost of the machines is
staggering.” Princeton officials have
also suggested that merchants purchase
card readers, at $250 each, so people
can check on how much is left on their
cards.

Revenue from parking violations in
Princeton has apparently dropped since
the SmartCard system was installed.
Since the meters are maxed out when
the card is inserted, you probably won’t
run out of time and therefore would not
get a ticket. This is good for the parker,
but bad for the town since they expect
a certain amount of revenue from park-
ing violations each year.

I think that the town should inform
the public of the total cost of the sys-
tem, both with and without SmartCards,
and survey parkers and see if they are
willing to purchase the $20 cards. I’m
sure that there will be talk of how the
SmartCards will prevent meter feed-
ing, but they don’t. There is a very
simple way around it unless the town’s
parking enforcement efforts are in-
creased and tires are marked.

Lastly, Joe Spector, owner of The
Leader Store, said there is a “shortage
and physical need for more parking.”
A simple way to increase on-street
parking is to do what Cranford does
and allow parking in loading zones
when meter hours end. The signs in
Cranford say “NO PARKING, LOAD-
ING ZONE, 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Mon. -
Sat., Except Holidays.”

Jeffrey Messing
Westfield

See Commentary on the
Tsunami Disaster, Page 13

See More Letters
On Pages 5 & 13


