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History of Suburban News
To be Historic Soc. Topic

WESTFIELD – “The History of
The Suburban News” will be the topic
of Ellen Dooley, editor of the Subur-
ban News in Clark, at the First
Wednesday Luncheon of the Westfield
Historical Society on Wednesday,
January 5, at B.G. Fields Restaurant,
560 Springfield Avenue, Westfield.

Bob Miller, program chairman for
the historical society, says he has
been searching for someone to present
the history of the Suburban News for
several years.

Established in Westfield by Doris
and Russell Wyckoff in 1948 and
known originally as the Shopper, the
newspaper has been an important free
delivery news source for Westfield
and the surrounding communities for

many years, Mr. Miller said.
Ms. Dooley started with The Subur-

ban News in 1989 as an editorial assis-
tant. She began by writing feature sto-
ries and taking photographs, in addition
to typesetting, layout and paste-up. She
says in those days the newspaper was
assembled the “old-fashioned” way with
razor blades, a waxer, and a cutter.

In 1993, Ms. Dooley became the
editor of The Elizabeth City News, the
former Journal that was absorbed by
the North Jersey Newspapers when it
closed. In 1996 she moved on to be-
come the community news editor of
the Independent Press, a sister news-
paper based in New Providence.

While there, one of her columns won
first place in the Society of Profes-
sional Engineers annual competition
for excellence in journalism. She re-
joined The Suburban News in 1997 as
assistant editor when the editorial de-
partment returned to Clark. She be-
came editor when Ellen-Fox Tamblyn
left in December 2002.

Since then, Ms. Dooley’s her edito-
rials have covered a variety of topics
where she has expressed a variety of
emotions, but it is mainly humor when
she discusses the antics and problems
of her husband and their three sons.

Ms. Dooley has covered many levels
of journalism. Raised in Irvington, she
started as a stringer with The Irvington
Herald. She also attended Drew Univer-
sity in Madison as a trustee scholar on
full academic scholarship. Over the years
she has worked as a freelance writer for
newspapers and magazines. Her work
has appeared in Cosmopolitan, The Star-
Ledger, New Jersey Goodlife and various
health-related magazines.

Regular attendees of the luncheon will
be contacted by to verify their reserva-
tions. Space permitting, others may at-
tend the luncheon by calling (908) 233-
2930 by noon on Monday, January 3.

HELPING NEEDY KIDS…Brownie Troop No. 641 from Evergreen Elementary
School in Scotch Plains recently went on a shopping spree to benefit Toys For Tots.
The girls went to Walmart to pick out their favorite toys for those in need.

SP-F School Board Votes
To Eliminate Class Rank

BY MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education last
week unanimously voted to eliminate
reporting of class rank on transcripts of
college-bound seniors attending Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS).

Under the terms of the proposal,
class rank would not be on transcripts
beginning with the Class of 2008.

SPFHS Principal Dr. David Heisey
at the high school, explained in his
presentation to the board at its De-
cember 21 meeting that class rank is
not as important to colleges and uni-
versities as it used to be.

According to information provided
at the meeting, the more important
admission factors include academic
progress, grade point average (GPA)
and SAT/ACT scores.

Class rank, said Dr. Heisey, now has a
diminished role in determining whether
a college accepts a particular student. He
gave the example of Princeton Univer-
sity as just one school that pays little
regard to a student’s class rank.

The absence of class rank on tran-
scripts will result in the colleges rank-
ing the students, which will mean a
more equal judgment across the board
for applicants, he said.

As Dr. Heisey explained, high
schools may have different criteria for
ranking students, resulting in distorted
rankings being reported to colleges,
through no fault of the high schools.

“The expectations of one high school
are different from the expectations of
another high school,” Dr. Heisey noted.

Besides the effect of rank on ac-
ceptance into a college, Dr. Heisey
also explained how class rank can
hurt students unintentionally.

Students who take difficult courses
– honors and advancement placement
(AP) courses for example – may score
lower grades than those students who
take electives or less challenging
courses. That, said Dr. Heisey, leads
to lower rankings for the honors and
AP students, even though they are
taking more difficult courses.

Conversely, he said, it may lead to
some students taking less rigorous
courses in order to assure a higher
ranking.

“Students should take a
course…for the desire of learning,”
stated Dr. Heisey.

According to the data presented, most
of the area school districts have elimi-
nated reporting class rank on student
transcripts. They include Westfield High
School, Governor Livingston High
School in Berkeley Heights, Jonathan
Dayton High School in Springfield and
Summit High School.

Board member Tom Russo added
that Scotch Plains-Fanwood is the

only remaining “I” district that still
reports class rank to colleges. New
Jersey school districts are ranked from
A to J, with “J”  considered the high-
est in social-economic status.

Dr. Heisey pointed out that class rank
will have little effect on the top stu-
dents. A student with a high GPA, solid
course selection and high SAT/ACT
scores will meet with great success in
finding a quality school to attend. The
principal hopes that eliminating rank-
ing will cause more students to start
“learning for the love of learning” and
take more challenging courses.

To further demonstrate the benefits
of eliminating the reporting of class
rank, Dr. Heisey gave a couple of
examples of how it would help stu-
dents. One student last year had an A-
average, but that student ranked at
number 66 in the class.

In another case, a student with a
GPA of 3.0 barely ranked in the top
half of his/her class. Finally, those
students at the top of the class often
are only separated by 3/1000 of a
point. Yet because of ranking, they
may receive different treatment from
colleges and Dr. Heisey said.The prin-
cipal acknowledged that students are
aware of the possibility that ranking
will not appear on their transcripts.

Board member Betty Anne Woerner
commented that at first, it did not sit
well with her that class rank would be
eliminated from transcripts. However,
by the end of the evening, her position
had changed.

“It certainly makes sense (to elimi-
nate reporting of class rank),” Ms.
Woerner said.

State Personnel Bd. Upholds
Dismissal of SP PD Officer

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS -- The dismissal
of Scotch Plains Police Sergeant James
Cassidy has been upheld by the New
Jersey Department of Personnel’s
Merit System Board.

In early November, Administrative
Law Judge (ALJ) Jesse Strauss ruled
that Sgt. Cassidy, who was dismissed
in March 2003 for having sexual rela-
tions with a subordinate officer while
on duty, should be reinstated. How-
ever he was to be demoted to police
officer and suspended for six months.

The township filed two exceptions
to the ALJ’s ruling with the Merit
Board, one regarding the penalty rec-
ommendation and the other challeng-
ing the determination that Sgt. Cassidy
was not guilty of sexual harassment.

In a three-sentence letter dated De-
cember 21, the Merit Board informed
township officials and attorneys for
Sgt. Cassidy and the township that the
board “did not adopt the recommen-
dation of the Administrative Law
Judge to modify the removal to a
demotion and a six-month suspen-
sion. Rather, the board upheld the
removal of James Cassidy.”

No specific reasons for the board’s

decision were included in the letter,
which promised a detailed, written de-
cision “in the near future.”

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
he “certainly thinks the board made the
right decision,” although “we’re wait-
ing to get the official written decision to
examine it.”

Mr. Atkins  said he did “feel that
termination was the appropriate pen-
alty” for Sgt. Cassidy, and noted that
“there were many parts of (Judge
Strauss’) decision that we didn’t dis-
agree with.”

Many aspects of the ALJ’s findings
in November paralleled the township’s
own findings, Mr. Atkins pointed out.

“We just questioned how he could
come up with the penalty recommen-
dation,” Mr. Atkins said.

Sgt. Cassidy’s attorney, Timothy
Smith of South Orange, told The Times
that he plans to file a motion for recon-
sideration, saying the Merit Board
“failed to consider all the facts.”

Calling Sgt. Cassidy’s firing “poli-
tics at its worst,” Mr. Smith said there
was “no basis for termination” and
vowed that he “will exhaust any avail-
able remedy,” including a judicial ap-
peal if necessary.

Ebabe & Edude Offers
New Way to Sell Old Stuff

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD -- Looking to un-
load the attic? Need extra money to
pay off the credit card bills? Why
not stroll into eBabe and eDude
auctions, an ebay drop off center
located at 241 North Avenue, West
in Westfield?

Following their motto “Got stuff?
Get cash!” owner Joanne Saunders
and her staff do all the legwork to
help clients earn the most money for
their items on ebay.

Previous to opening eBabe and
eDude, Mrs. Saunders owned a high-
priced collectables business, which she
sold to a larger company and retired.

“Ebay is labor intensive,” Mrs.
Saunders explained to The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. “When someone
tries to list items on their own, not
only do you have to list your item,
then you have to answer questions
from potential buyers and it costs
money in ebay and paypal fees,
whether your item sells or not.”

She said that eBabe and eDude is
the only ebay drop off center in New
Jersey that doesn’t charge their cli-
ents any fees for listings.

eBabe and eDude employees re-

search the item, make sure it is listed
in the proper categories and sub-cat-
egories, provides a professional write-
up and 20 digital photographs.

Starting in January, eBabe and eDude
will only accept items worth $50 or
more. After the item is sold, the com-
pany takes a commission off the sale
price. Clients retain 65 percent of the
profit for items up to $500, 72 percent of
the profit for items up to $1,500 and 80
percent of the profit for items over $1,500.

“We list and sell cars, time-shares,
instruments, furniture, vintage toys,
electronics, you name it,” Mrs.
Saunders said. “And we take care of
everything from the listing to the ship-
ping. All the client has to do is bring
in the item and pick up their check.
The more successful our clients are,
the more successful we are.”

Next year, Mrs. Saunders plans to
begin running auctions for non-prof-
its. Donors would drop off their items
to be sold on behalf of the charity.
Depending on the size of the auction,
the charity would receive 60 to 80
percent of the profits. Also, the per-
son who donated the item will get a
tax letter after the item sells.

eBabe and eDude can be reached at
(908) 654-ebay or at
www.ebabeandedudeauctions.com.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19
A resident of North Wickom Drive

reported that his motor vehicle was
struck with two eggs on the driver’s
side door while parked in front of his
house. The egg drippings then froze
and damaged the paint on the vehicle.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 20
Jamar Mayers, 21, of Westfield was

arrested and charged with criminal
mischief. He is alleged to have
smashed a bottle of gin at a Central
Avenue liquor store after store per-
sonnel refused to sell him the alcohol
without proof of his being of legal age
to purchase it. Mayers, arrested a short
time later near his home, was later
released on his own recognizance.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23
After being stopped on Central Av-

enue for careless driving, Matthew
Toriello, 19, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with possession of less

WESTFIELD
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than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of drug para-
phernalia. He was released on his
own recognizance.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24
A Barchester Way resident reported

the theft of a DVD, some loose change
and a Christmas gift from under the
tree in his home. There were no signs
of forced entry.

Michael Katz, 25, of Edison was
arrested at South Avenue and Cross-
way Place and charged with posses-
sion of suspected cocaine and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop. He was
served with summonses and released.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26
A resident of the 900 block of

Carleton Road reported that someone
shattered an exterior window on his
sliding glass door. There were no
suspects in the case as of press time.


