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Subdivision Approved
By FW Planning Board

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Plan-
ning and Zoning Board of Adjustments
approved a minor subdivision on First
Street at their monthly meeting on De-
cember 15. This application proposed to
renovate a single-family home on First
Street, divide the lot and construct a
second house on the new lot.

The application was approved with
several variances for lot size as well as
inadequate setback requirements. The
second lot will be approximately 5,000
square feet, with a front-yard set back of
65 feet, and a size yard of 25 feet. Each of
these falls short of the borough’s mini-
mum requirements, which are 7,500
square feet for lot size, 75 square feet for
front yard and 30 feet for side yard.

Board members discussed the
borough’s intent not to shoe-horn smaller
houses into every available piece of land,
but agreed that this usage was more in
keeping with the character of the neigh-
borhood. Many existing homes in this
neighborhood do not meet the set back
requirements either.

Attorney for the applicant, Gary
Goodman of Cranford, testified that ac-
cording to the title company, there were
no restrictions on the premises prevent-
ing such a subdivision, as was previously
discussed at last month’s planning board
meeting. Several neighbors testified that
they would prefer to see the lot remain an
undeveloped, buffer zone.

While Matthew Glennon, the lone dis-
senting voter, said that he was troubled by
this trend, other board members agreed
that two smaller houses were more con-
sistent than permitting the lot to be devel-
oped commercially or permitting one,
very large house. At one time, the lot was
being considered for parking by the bank,
which abuts the back of the property.

“There is a danger that if you don’t
approve a sub-division, a developer could
build a huge house or a multi-family
condominium,” Vice-Chairman John
Celardo pointed out to the board and the
public.

In other business, the board announced
that Planning Board Attorney Robert
Mega will  conduct training for planning
board members  during agenda meetings.

Mr. Mega will be apprising the board
members of their duties and explaining
land-use concepts such as C and D vari-
ances, positive and negative criteria and
other issues pertinent to their responsi-
bilities as a board. It was also announced
that except for these special trainings and
for concept hearings, Mr. Mega would no
longer be attending agenda meetings. He
will continue to attend regular meetings
for hearings and other business.

Council representative to the board,
Jack Molenaar, announced that Sprint

will be coming to an agenda meeting in
the near future to present a concept hear-
ing for another cell tower antenna site in
the borough.

Board Chairman Gregory Cummings
voiced his concern that the borough
was already hosting six antenna sites
for three different wireless companies,
which seemed excessive for a borough
the size of Fanwood.

He suggested that the borough may
want to reconsider its cell-tower ac-
ceptance policy, which invites these
companies to put cell towers on bor-
ough property.

Sprint will first make a presentation to
the mayor and council before coming
before the planning board for their rec-
ommendations.

Mr. Cummings suggested that the bor-
ough review their open-door policy for
inviting wireless companies to place an-
tennas on borough property. He sug-
gested that receiving $25,000 for another
125-foot tower was not worth the cost.

The board will conduct their annual re-
organization at next month’s regular
meeting on Wednesday, January 26, at
which time they will swear in new board
members, make committee appointments
and elect officers. The next agenda meet-
ing will be Monday, January 17. Both
meetings will be held at 7:30 p.m. in the
Court Room of Borough Hall.

SP Council Wants Answers
To South Side Deer Census

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch Plains
Mayor Martin Marks wants to hear
soon from Union County officials
about their conclusions from the re-
cently-conducted deer census in and
around the Ashbrook Reservation.

At the Township Council’s confer-
ence meeting last week, Township
Manager Thomas Atkins said he had
contacted county officials several times
in recent weeks about the census,
which was conducted in late Novem-
ber.

Next month, the township, along
with other affected municipalities, will
be asked to sign a deer hunt permit so

that the annual winter deer reduction
program can be conducted later this
winter in the Watchung Reservation.

Mayor Marks said last week that he
would like permits for deer reduction
programs issued “simultaneously” for
both the Watchung and Ashbrook Res-
ervations.

“We can’t let this slip through the
cracks” again, the mayor said, refer-
ring to past years’ unsuccessful or
delayed efforts at deer reduction in the
Ashbrook Reservation.

The deer problem on the south side
of Scotch Plains has increased in re-
cent years as the growing deer popula-
tion, seeking food and shelter in a
more-crowded reservation, has moved
into residential areas and, in the pro-
cess, crossed busy local roads. Coun-
cil members and southside residents
have told of seeing numerous deer in
their backyards, and there have been a
number of incidents where cars have
hit and killed deer that were crossing
area streets.

In other business, Mr. Atkins said
the township had received eight bids
for the construction of a new com-
munications tower at the south side
firehouse. The bids, he said, ranged
from $485,000 to $787,000. The
low bid was from Procomm Sys-
tems, the firm that is building a
similar tower in Fanwood. Town-
ship officials will spend the next
few weeks reviewing the bids, and
it’s possible that it could be awarded
at the council’s Tuesday, January
11, meeting.

Mr. Atkins also told the council that
three telecommunications firms had
submitted bids to lease space on the
new tower for the placement of cellu-
lar telephone antennas.

The council also voted to accept
two state grants a $160,000 state De-
partment of Transportation grant that
will be used for improvements to
Rahway Road between Lenape Way
and Cooper Road and a $25,000 Safe
Streets to School grant for sidewalk
construction on a portion of Evelyn
Street.

The council’s annual reorganiza-
tion meeting will be held on Sunday,
January 2, at 1 p.m.

The Scotch PLAINVIEW

By Fred Rossi for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Many Issues Face
Scotch Plains in 2005

SCOTCH PLAINS – After a busy
year, during which a number of impor-
tant matters were addressed, it looks like
the agenda in Scotch Plains in 2005 will
remain focused on many of the same
items that dominated the year now end-
ing.

The issue of revitalizing the downtown
business district was front-and-center for
the first half of 2004 as a steering commit-
tee pieced together the details of a pro-
posal to designate much of the downtown
as a special improvement district (SID)
and, then, the Township Council held
public hearings on the SID proposal in
late spring. After a public turnout made
up of more opponents than supporters of
the concept, the council voted down the
ordinance in June.

Even if the SID had been approved, it’s
unlikely that downtown Scotch Plains
would look much different than it does
today, given the time involved in getting
a SID up and running.  However, there
might have at least been some prospect of
improvement along Park Avenue and
East Second Street, which would have
made up the bulk of the SID. Instead, the
downtown continues to be nearly de-
serted most of the time, even during the
holiday shopping season. Several busi-
nesses that opened their doors at the start
of 2004 closed down before the end of the
summer. Without added foot traffic, most
downtown storeowners are not going to
see significantly more customers coming
through their doors.

Despite the satisfaction among the more
vocal opponents of the SID ordinance
with the status quo, the question of what
to do with the downtown won’t go away
in 2005. The Scotch Plains Business and
Professional Association has embarked
on a renewed effort to energize its mem-
bership and take a hard look at what can
be done to jumpstart things in downtown
Scotch Plains. During the fall election
campaign, there were some interesting
proposals put forth by the Democrats
about a volunteer-based effort aimed at
downtown revitalization. We hope that
those who are giving serious thought to
the future of downtown Scotch Plains
will continue doing so and work together
so that the Park Avenue corridor does not
fall even further behind neighboring towns
and nearby shopping centers.

In a few weeks, the council will begin
serious discussions about the 2005 mu-
nicipal budget, and it’s likely that there
could be a few significant changes. The
council is seriously considering a pro-
posal to revamp the spring clean-up pro-
gram by instituting a user fee-based sys-
tem that would require residents to pur-
chase an annual permit if they wanted to
dispose of large household items. Switch-
ing to such a system could save the
township more than $300,000 next year
and $400,000 to $500,000 in future years
and, in the process, reduce municipal
budget increases and hikes in the local
property tax levy by similar amounts.

There is also the question of the
township’s fall leaf pick-up program,
which may need to be altered in the face
of new federal and state storm-water
management regulations that have been
interpreted in some towns as mandating

that leaves swept into the streets not
remain there for more than a week’s time.
Scotch Plains officials are still mulling
the wording of the regulations and have
not yet decided how to react. But, any
conclusion that the regulations do require
a change in leaf collection efforts will
mean some modification of the present
system, including perhaps a shared ser-
vices arrangement or more stringent time
frames for residents’ leaf disposal.

Of course, the annual township budget
discussions have one major impact on all
residents, namely the increase in the
municipal portion of their local property
taxes. Two years ago, that rate rose by 18
points in the face of state aid woes, a
struggling economy and big increases in
non-discretionary costs. The 2004 in-
crease was more in line with the average
of recent years, but there’s no telling what
2005 will bring. State finances are by no
means better off and expenses for non-
negotiable budget items like various in-
surance coverages, public employees con-
tracts, pension obligations, utility fees
and the like will continue to rise.

With the township also planning costly
repairs to three municipal buildings and
giving consideration to development of a
new senior citizens building, crafting a
2005 budget that won’t require hefty
property tax increases will be the first
challenge of the new year.

Similarly, the local board of education
will need to do all it can to keep a lid on
spending increases. This is especially
true since the education portion of the
property tax bill accounts for about two-
thirds of the entire levy. The 2004 school
budget resulted in a 7.5 percent increase
in the education portion of township prop-
erty taxes.

While not strictly a council issue, the
issue of development in Scotch Plains is
approaching a crossroads of sorts with
the proposed development on the Cooper
Road Island. Next week, the township
Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a
hearing on the application to build a
house on the island, and a large turnout by
neighborhood residents is almost a given.
Two weeks ago, several dozen of those
residents protested the proposal, calling it
an environmental risk and a potential
safety hazard as well. There is also some
concern about another proposed devel-
opment on Cushing Road that is cur-
rently before the township Planning
Board.

Scotch Plains has been cited as a desir-
able place to live and there is certainly a
good deal of civic pride in knowing that
families want to make their home here.
But space is already at a premium and the
state’s development scheme means our
area is in the sights of developers eager to
squeeze whatever they can onto what-
ever lots are available. Local land use
boards need to carefully scrutinize devel-
opment applications, some of which have
been criticized in recent months for being
incomplete or overly vague, while being
fair to both developers and the affected
neighborhoods.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SEASON FOR GIVING…On December 18, the Westfield Fire Department Local
No.  30 gave food to over 135 needy families. They received donations of food from
churches, community organizations and firemen in the ninth annual food drive,
which started in 1996.

Menu
Primo

Raspberry, Brie, & Almonds in Pastry

over Mustard Greens

Secundo
Baby Veal Chops with Balsamic Glaze

Terzo
Apple Walnut Salad with

Cinnamon Vinaigrette

Quatro
White Peach Soup With Gran Marniere

Quinto
Your Choice:

Filet Mignon In Burgundy & Mushrooms with

Sauteed Spinach & Chive & Potato Puree

Red Snapper En Croute with Baby Vegetables

Roasted Cornish Game Hen with Spaetzle

& Baby Vegetables

Seared Salmon over Asian Vegetables

Sesto
Italian Cheese & Dry Sausage Plate

Settimo
Chocolate Mousse with Mango Coulis

Enjoy a seven course gourmet meal while being serenaded by the sultry sounds of
Bosa Nova.  Mr. Poalo Pinho and his trio ring in the New Year for our second season.

$75.00/person including tax

Now Taking Reservations

New Year’s Eve Jazz Dinner
Date: Friday, December 31st, 2004

Time: 9:00 PM - 1:00 AM

Charges Dropped
Against Police Lt.

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Last week,  Plainfield
Municipal Court Judge James Key, Jr.
dismissed criminal charges filed by
Westfield Police Officer Robert Riley
against Westfield Police Lieutenant David
Wayman, upon the request of Officer
Riley’s attorney, Joe Benedict.

Officer  Riley alleged that Lt. Wayman,
“attempted by physical menace to put
another in fear of imminent serious bodily
harm, specifically by coming toward
Robert Riley in a threatening manner,
while raising his right hand…And with
purpose to harass Robert Riley, commu-
nicated in offensively coarse language in
a manner likely to cause annoyance or
alarm, in violation.”

Robert Norton, Lt. Wayman’s attor-
ney, told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that, “we
felt the filing of the complaint was ludi-
crous.  Lt. Wayman never felt he would
be found guilty because no crime was
committed.”

Had the lieutenant been convicted, he
would have lost his job.

Phone calls to Mr. Benedict were not
returned.

Leader/Times Plans
Internship Program

AREA – The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times newspa-
pers are seeking summer interns from
June through August.

Those accepted for the program will
gain valuable skills in producing the
weekly publications through the use of
Pagemaker 7.0 and Photoshop 7.0, as
well as several other computer programs.
They will also learn how the publications
are uploaded to the Web.

During the 300-hour program interns
will spend time on assignments for news
reporting, feature story writing, and will
become a core component of the newspa-
per staff. Interns will be paid an hourly
wage as well as receive a per story fee.

Resumes and writing samples or clips
are due by Tuesday, March 1 and can be
mailed to The Westfield Leader/Times,
Attention Paul Peyton, P.O. Box 250,
Westfield, NJ 07091.

www.goleader.com


