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Angeles Times, as Governor James
McGreevey announced that he is “a
gay American” and that, after having
an extramarital affair with another
man, he would be resigning as Gover-
nor effective November 15.

The bite from the tax collector was
bit less than originally expected in
Scotch Plains, due to a $90,000 infu-
sion of homeland security-related
assistance from the state government.

Several Fanwood residents stormed
angrily out of the courtroom after the
borough’s Planning Board and Zon-
ing Adjustment Board approved the
Messercola Brother’s application for
a development on South Avenue and
First Street.

With the passage of a bond ordi-
nance the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders began the process lead-
ing to the eventual purchase of the
Union County Arts Center in Rahway
for approximately $6.18 million.

burgeoning deer problem in the
Ashbrook Reservation.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Club announced their plans to restore
the historic Frazee House on the prop-
erty of the old Terry-Lou Zoo.

While the proposed financials for
Westfield’s parking deck drew little
criticism from the public, many resi-
dents complained with only six weeks
to evaluate the facts before voting on
the referendum on November 2.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
members briefly discussed a new state
law, recently passed by the New Jer-
sey Legislature, under which the board
would be forced to slash approxi-
mately $250,000 from its operating
budget this year.

By a unanimous vote, members of
the Westfield Planning Board ap-
proved plans by the Westfield Board
of Education to upgrade fields at
Edison Intermediate School. In addi-

cial education programs.
Students at all schools in the

Westfield School District scored at or
above federally mandated bench-
marks in all but one area in tests
administered during the 2003-2004
school year. Special education stu-
dents at Edison Intermediate School
scored below national standards.

Resident Eric Zakarin addressed
the Westfield Town Council saying
that his 15-year-old son was assaulted
behind Starbucks. It is suspected that
the assailant was not a resident of
Westfield. Mr. Zakarin said that the
council needs to pass an anti-loiter-
ing or curfew law to prevent this type
of violence from occurring.

The Fanwood Planning and Zoning
Board of Adjustment approved an ap-
plication for Kowtow Inc., parent com-
pany of Dunkin’ Donuts, to expand its
store on South and Martine Avenues.

The Westfield Town Council voted
7-2 to approve the financial model as
a guide to help voters make their
decision on the November 2 parking
garage referendum. First Ward Coun-
cilman and Finance Committee Chair-
man Peter Echausse and Councilman
Sal Caruana, a member of the finance
committee, were the two “no” votes
on the plan.

The Union County Magnet School
and Westfield’s Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School Achieved Blue Ribbon Dis-
tinction by the State of New Jersey.

OCTOBER
Dozens of Fanwood residents came

out to participate in an open forum
concerning redevelopment in the
downtown area. The event was hosted
by the Fanwood Downtown Advisory
Committee (FDAC) and aimed at edu-
cating and giving voice to the public.

The Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation discussed the odor problem
that has plagued Beechwood School
since last spring. The “earthy” odor
was detected in May in rooms 110,
111, 116 and 117 and was believed to
be coming from the HVAC unit. Cam-
eras were placed in the ducts to deter-
mine if a decaying animal was the
cause of the odor, but none were
found.

The Westfield Board of Education’s
estimated budget for the 2005-2006
school year was $72,146,043, an in-
crease of $2,696,627, or approxi-
mately 3.8 percent over the 2004-
2005 budget. The projected increase
was 33 percent lower than last year’s
increase.

Approximately 20 residents who
live in the area of Tamaques Pond
were on hand at a Westfield Town
Council meeting armed with photo-
graphs and accounts of what they feel
was a dredging process gone bad.

Following up on their purchase of
the 23-acre Seville-Ponderosa Farm
in Scotch Plains, the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders hired
an engineering firm to prepare recre-
ation options for the land. The free-
holders purchased the farm for $10
million from Norman “Dutch” Seville
last year.

Steam locomotive rides from
Westfield to North Branch and back
along the Raritan Valley Line attracted
large crowds of sightseers and riders
from the Westfield region.

The Union County Freeholders ap-
proved an ordinance to appropriate an
$8.9 million bond ordinance for the
county’s new 74-bed detention facil-
ity to be built in Linden on Edwards
Street off of Routes 1 & 9. The county
purchased the property, located in an
industrial section of Linden, for $4.3
million earlier this year.

On September 29, State Superior
Court Judge Miriam Span ordered
that William Lanigan be removed as
executor of the estate of Edgar Reeve
in Westfield, and that within 60 days
a full accounting of the Reeve Estate
funds be given over to the court.

The Scotch Plains Zoning Board of
Adjustment began hearings to con-
sider a proposal by the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA to enlarge its
parking lot and also expand its facili-
ties in a multi-phase project that could
take as many as 10 years to complete.

Westfield Town Council Finance
Chairman and First Ward Council-
man Peter Echausse sent a letter to
the DWC officially asking them to
make a financial commitment to the
Prospect/Elm parking garage.

The issue of a loan from Fanwood’s

Memorial Library to the Borough of
Fanwood became a topic of heated
discussion. The Historic Preservation
Commission published a book on
borough history entitled “Images of
America – Fanwood,” and wanted to
purchase copies of the book to sell at
Fanny Wood Day, but did not have the
funds to do so. Library Director Dan
Weiss approved the loan to the bor-
ough in the amount of $2,306, en-
abling the commission to purchase
the books. The matter was not brought
before the library’s Board of Trust-
ees, the body that must approve all
such financial matters for the library.

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil passed resolutions that secure the
services of two architectural firms to
perform preliminary analyses of the
municipal building, the library and
the Public Works building, all of which
were in need of repairs, mostly to
their roofs, and then make recom-
mendations to the council. MRM
Architecture of North Brunswick was
to be paid $50,000 to examine the
library facility on Bartle Avenue,
which needs an estimated $500,000
in roof repairs, plumbing upgrades
and other renovations.

The DWC meeting ended with a
powerful bang of the gavel by Chair-
man Alan DeRose concluding the
discussion of the tumultuous proposed
parking deck. Councilman Peter
Echausse, Chairman of the Westfield
Town Council Finance Committee,
had asked that a resolution be placed
on the agenda to adopt or reject the
parking garage/ redevelopment finan-
cial plan that was approved by the
Westfield Town Council on Septem-
ber 28. The DWC refused to commit
to the $50,000.

The Town of Westfield spent over
$4,000 for a town-wide mailing on
the parking garage referendum. Coun-
cil members had e-mailed their com-
ments on the one-page flyer to Town
Administrator James Gildea and he
then forwarded those comments to
the entire council. While the original
draft of the flyer was given to the
newspaper, the council’s comments
were not made public at the meeting.
The flyer listed objectives, the plan,
the financial strategy and the result,
as well as a reprint of the referendum
question.

Union County Freeholder John
Wohlrab announced his immediate
resignation from office following his
arrest for domestic violence incident
at his Linden home. Wohlrab’s name
remained on the ballot for the No-
vember 2 election and he did not
withdraw from the election. Wohlrab
was appointed to the board earlier
this year to replace Nick Scutari, who
was elected as a State Senator. Scutari
succeeded Joseph Suliga, who re-
signed from his reelection campaign
after he was charged with sexually
harassing a woman and fighting with
police in Atlantic City.

Several students who attend Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) reported multiple instances
of racial discrimination. The targets
of the discrimination appeared to be
members of the Black Student Union
(BSU) at SPFHS. According to both
the BSU members and school Super-
intendent Dr. Carol Choye, someone
created an anonymous “forum” on
the Internet for students to post vari-
ous comments.

Westfield High School Principal
Robert Petix voiced his concern that
drug trafficking is occurring in and
around WHS. He also announced that
the school would be searched by drug
sniffing dogs.

Mountainside Board President
Goggi stated that the “efforts to ame-
liorate” the odors at Beechwood are
ongoing. The board is investigating
consulting and environmental testing
companies in order to find the firm
that best fits the need and has the most
experience and expertise in the area
of odor detection and elimination.

The last Westfield Town Council
meeting before the public voted on
the $10 million parking garage began
with a speech from Mayor McDermott
in an effort to quell rumors he had
sent Town Administrator James
Gildea away and then “hijacked” TV-
36 to air an interview he had con-
ducted with financial consultants for
the parking facility.

The Union County Freeholders
considered banning smoking in all
county parks.

NOVEMBER
Westfield voters spoke out, and they

spoke loudly, against the proposed
parking garage-redevelopment
project proposed for Prospect and
Elm Streets. In a landslide vote of 77
percent against and 23 percent for,
the mayor said he would follow the
voters’ decision.

The Democrats kept their 9-0 hold
on the county freeholder board.

Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich was reelected to serve a
record 10th term.

Congressman Mike Ferguson eas-
ily defeated Westfielder Steve Brozak
to win  a third congressional term.

Republicans Martin Marks and
Paulette Coronato swept in the mayor
and council races in Scotch Plains.

Democrats Katherine Mitchell and
Joseph Higgins swept the Fanwood
Council races.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education updated the
public on a racial discrimination
incident that surfaced at SPFHS.
Dr. Choye stated that a meeting was
held with members of the Black
Student Union at the high school.
Parents were also present at the

meeting, along with Board Presi-
dent Linda Nelson and faculty mem-
bers of the school.

K-9 Guardians, described as an up-
scale, dog day-care and kennel facil-
ity was granted site plan approval by
the Fanwood Planning and Zoning
Board of Adjustments.

An administrative law judge ruled
that Scotch Plains Police Sergeant
James Cassidy should be reinstated,
but demoted to police officer. In March
2003, 11 months after he was sus-
pended and following an internal in-
vestigation and a series of hearings,
Sgt. Cassidy was terminated by Town-
ship Manager Thomas Atkins for hav-
ing a sexual relationship with a sub-
ordinate female police officer in 2000
and early 2001.

Sean Reilly, an industrial microbi-
ologist from Home Health Science,
presented his findings of air sam-
plings taken 10 days prior at
Mountainside’s Beechwood School.
“The answer is we don’t know the
answer, but we know it is safe,” Board
President Goggi said.

African-American students in the
Westfield school district recorded
scores markedly lower than the aver-
age score for the whole district on
tests administered during the 2003-
2004 school year.

Westfield resident Douglas Fasciale
accepted a state Superior Court judge
position in Union County.

After several homeowners raised
concerns about the effects of a pro-
posed subdivision on Raritan Road,
the applicant, at the behest of the
Scotch Plains Planning Board,
agreed to resubmit revised plans call-
ing for the creation of fewer and
larger lots.

The county’s trap and skeet range
in Cranford was scheduled to close
after 78 years on December 1. The
25-acre facility, located in Lenape
Park, has been a favorite pastime for
target shooters and is used for safety
training by the state’s Department of
Fish, Game and Wildlife.

The Westfield Planning Board
unanimously approved two projects
slated for East Broad Street proposed
by A & R, LLC, one on the second
and third floors of the PNC Bank
building and the other for the parking
lot across the street. The first project
involves converting the second and
third floors of the PNC bank build-
ing, formerly used as offices, into
eight residential condominiums. PNC
would continue its operation on the
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Westfielders Say No to Parking Garage; Board of Eds Cry Foul Over Budget Legislation
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Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GOVERNOR’S GOODBYE…Governor James McGreevey says farewell last
Monday afternoon in front of the TV audience. He apologized and stated his
career “careened off the tracks.” He urged for dialogue in government.

where five homes would be built.
The Fanwood Planning and Zon-

ing Board of Adjustments dissuaded
Gary Strassberg, President of the
Terrill Exxon service station, against
adding a check cashing service at his
business.

DECEMBER
The historic home at 1 Kirkview

Circle was partially dismantled and
moved to Maine for rebuilding. Cyr
Auction in Maine originally
planned to deconstruct and move
the house, but upon inspection it
was learned that the house that
currently stands was actually built
in the 1830’s.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders cancelled its plans to
close the county’s trap and skeet range
in Cranford.  In response to environ-
mental concerns, the board approved
a proposal to ban lead shots in the
range.

Mountainside Mayor Robert
Viglianti presented a check in the
amount of $52,400 to Recreation Di-
rector Sue Winans from the Union
County Open Space Trust Fund. The
money, awarded by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, was
written for Mountainside’s Children’s
Recreation Trust Fund.

Westfield Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence Goldman brought up the
fact that parking rates were increased
over the years in anticipation of build-
ing a garage. He said that now that the
town will not be building, the council
should discuss whether it would be
appropriate to roll back a portion of
those fees. The council decided to
delay discussion until the 2005 bud-
get was examined.

The Fanwood Planning Board
unanimously approved a subdivision
for the property located at 106 Woo-
druff Place.

The Scotch Plains Woman’s Club,
a sisterhood spanning 63 years, wound
up its long tradition of service to the
community with the presentation of
their remaining funds to the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad.

Mayor McDermott said the town
needs to look at a “more efficient
way” of collecting leaves. He noted
that with heavy rains, leaves were a
contributing factor in flooding.

A group of residents from Scotch
Plains banded together to fight a de-
veloper who wants to build a house
on the island of property in the middle
of Cooper Road. The group, which

first floor.
In a shocking turn of events, Ber-

keley Heights teenager, Cole Barrier,
lost his life after a confusing after-
noon that started with a visit to a
fellow schoolmate who resided in
Mountainside. The 17-year old ran
naked across Route 22 and through
the window of a home. It was sus-
pected that drugs were involved.

WHS student Kevin Devanney ob-
tained his Eagle Scout rank with the
dedication of the Korean War Memo-
rial in Westfield. The memorial bears
the inscription of the names of the
three men from Westfield who lost
their lives.

Within the next year, the Center
For Hope will begin construction on
Peggy’s House of Hope on Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains. Though it will
be the non-profit organization’s third
inpatient facility, it will be their first
new building.

In a leaf pickup notice that was sent
to all Westfield residents, the town
noted that next year leaves will have
to be bagged, instead of being piled at
the curb.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys’
soccer team easily rolled over
Middletown South, 4-1, to capture
their 12th NJSIAA Sectional Cham-
pionship in Scotch Plains.

Westfield resident Robert Jackson
was surprised and confused when he
was pulled out of line at Newark
Airport and told his name was on the
terrorist watch list. When he arrived
home he called the Westfield Police
Department, who directed him to the
FBI and was then directed to the
Ombudsman’s Office in Washington,
D.C. He is now being sent a form to
clear his name.

Helltemp LLC was seeking board
approval to subdivide four adjoining
lots, two facing Terrill Road and two
facing Cushing, into seven lots.
Single-family homes are presently
situated on the four lots; Helltemp
proposes to retain the two Terrill Road
homes, raze the two homes on
Cushing Road, create a cul-de-sac
south of Cushing Road and create
five new lots around that cul-de-sac

Benjamin B. Corbin for The  Times
TRIBUTE TO THE FORGOTTEN...Westfield’s Korean War Memorial was
officially dedicated on Veteran’s Day. The Memorial was built by Kevin Devaney
as his Eagle Scout project as a tribute to the three Westfield residents who lost their
lives during the Korean War. The photograph is a collage.
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With a rich history and pivotal ties
to the surrounding area since the 19th
century, the Borough of Fanwood
recently joined the ranks of New Jer-
sey towns to be profiled in the Images
of America series from Arcadia Pub-
lishing. A softcover volume compiled
by the Fanwood Historic Preserva-
tion Commission, “Fanwood” con-
tains 128 pages of text and about 200
photographs celebrating the people,
places and events that shaped the
community since the area was first
settled in 1760.

SEPTEMBER
From the big welcome, to the sump-

tuous meals, to the various ceremo-
nies and festivities, it was “un viaggio
di ricordare,” a trip to remember, for
the delegation of Scotch Plainsers
who spent three days in Montazzoli,
Italy last month.

While the numbers still needed to
be “tweaked,” the finances for the
proposed parking garage at Prospect
and Elm Streets were presented to the
Westfield Town Council. The park-
ing garage would increase the num-
ber of existing spaces by 283. The
plan would leave $1.2 million of park-
ing revenue for use in the annual
operating budget to buy down taxes.
It was projected that the town would
take in $1,466,380 in 2004 due to
permit rate increases. That meant that
$266,380 could have been used to
offset the cost of the new garage.

Mountainside Board of Education
President Peter Goggi announced the
appointment of Robert Burkhardt as
Principal of Deerfield School effec-
tive November 15. Mr. Burkhardt was
Public Relations Director for the
Board of Education in Irvington. He
is currently the Principal for Madison
Avenue School in the same district.

The Fanwood Dunkin Donuts, at
the intersection of South and Martine
Avenues, presented an application to
expand their existing building, to the
Planning and Zoning Board of Ad-
justments.

Westfielder Mary Ruotolo resigned
from the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders and was replaced
by Bette Jane Kowalski.

Scotch Plains officials were plan-
ning to meet with Union County gov-
ernment representatives about the

tion, plans for field upgrades and
track replacements at Kehler Stadium
were also approved.

Scotch Plains officials were evalu-
ating blocks of properties to see if
there are any significant disparities
in how those properties are assessed
for local property tax purposes. The
action was in response to a Star-
Ledger article in July that appeared
to show that some neighborhoods in
Scotch Plains were assessed differ-
ently than others.

Alan DeRose, Chairman of the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC), mentioned that Mayor Gre-
gory McDermott had asked for
$50,000 contribution from the DWC
to help fund the deck. He concluded
by saying he felt “the deck would
make money in year one.” When Mr.
DeRose asked for additional com-
ments from the board, board member
Joe Spector stated that he had “noth-
ing to say at the moment” and “would
save his comments for the execution
session,” which is closed to the public
and the press.

Union County officials were ex-
pected to conduct a deer census in the
Ashbrook Reservation in October and
November in order to get a better idea
of the extent of the deer population
that is causing problems on the south
side of Scotch Plains.

Westfield Police Officer Robert
Riley filed a criminal complaint in
Westfield Municipal Court against
his superior, Lieutenant David
Wayman. The complaint alleged that
Lieutenant Wayman, an 18-year vet-
eran on the force, “attempted by physi-
cal menace to put another in fear of
imminent serious bodily harm, spe-
cifically by coming toward Robert
Riley in a threatening manner, while
raising his right hand…And with
purpose to harass Robert Riley, com-
municated in offensively coarse lan-
guage in a manner likely to cause
annoyance or alarm, in violation.”

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education passed a resolution in
response to the controversial bill S-
1701 which reduced the cap on school
budget spending increases from 3 to
2.5 percent. The board also enacted
an additional resolution, calling for
the federal government to contribute
already-promised dollars toward spe-

dubbed itself “Save The Island,” con-
sists of more than 75 families living
on or in the vicinity of Cooper Road.

A new track and artificial turf field
at Kehler Stadium was approved by
75 votes.

Mayor Viglianti announced that a
clock would be installed at the inter-
section of Mountain Avenue and New
Providence Road. Another clock
would be installed at Borough Hall in
memory of the late Police Captain
Todd Turner.

Developer James Ward got a green
light for his Prospect Street age re-
stricted luxury condominium project
when the Westfield Town Council
voted unanimously to change the zon-
ing in the area. The property, which
once housed Statistical Research, was
zoned as a part of the Central Business
District (CBD), which disallowed resi-
dential units on the first floor.

The Mountainside Board of Educa-
tion video taped their meeting for the
first time to be aired on Channel 35.

A hearing on a major subdivision
application on Cushing Road in
Scotch Plains would be continued
into the new year in order to give the
applicant time to furnish members of
the Township Planning Board with
information about the costs of a pro-
posed storm water detention system
at the site.

The charges against Westfield Po-
lice Lt. Wayman were dismissed upon
the request of Police Officer Riley’s
attorney.

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil introduced an ordinance to re-
zone a portion of township owned
property on the island on Cooper Road
as a “C-Conservation” zone, thus
putting it off-limits to development
of any kind.

The Westfield Board of Educa-
tion brought up the idea of selling
the Elm Street building and moving
their administrative offices to Lin-
coln School, a facility leased by the
Union County Educational Services
Commission.

The Scotch Plains Council dis-
cussed charging residents for spring
cleanup to ease taxpayer burden.

November  11, 2004


