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Raider Gridders Never Quit,
Had Impressive Come Backs

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Shabazz Bulldogs Outlast
Lady Raider Cagers, 56-47

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

points, four assists and two steals,
added to the necessary physical play
needed to compete with top-ten teams.
Senior Maura Gillooly led the Raid-
ers with 14 points, including a 3-
pointer, and added five rebounds and
four assists. Senior point guard Jen
Burke had four points, five assists
and two steals. Loni Kaye hit a 3-
pointer while Lauren Benovegno and
Tiffany Smith each had two points.

“We feel we can match up athleti-
cally with anyone in the state. We are
not going to back down,” stated Raider
Head Coach Lori McBride. “Zazzali,
Mains and Tiffany Smith all contrib-
uted. That’s the style we want to play.
That’s the future. Kids want to play
tough, aggressive. Who wants to sit
back in a zone?”

The Raiders startled the Bulldogs
and jumped to an 8-2 lead before a
time out was taken with 2:32 left in
the first quarter. Sims and Anisha
Harris, who finished with 12 points,
each hit 3-pointers to cut the Raiders’
lead to 10-8 by the end of the quarter.

Both teams added 14 points in the
second quarter, but the Bulldogs found

the mark from the foul line, hitting
nine points while the Raiders hit just
three of nine attempts. At the start of
the third quarter, Harris nailed her
second 3-pointer to spark a 15-13
Bulldog edge.

The Bulldogs took advantage of
two misdirected Raider passes and
converted them to two lay ups early in
the fourth quarter, which forced the
Raiders into a desperation mode of
fouls and shots from beyond three-
point range.

“I am so proud of this team,” said
McBride. “The effort that we put forth
tonight, I couldn’t ask for them to
play any harder. We have had two
weeks to practice with a brand new
coach, a brand new play system and
these girls gave it everything. Now, if
we could just work on some free
throws, I think we would be all right.
It was a great chance to see what we
need to work on. We need to work on
offensive execution against some
pressure defense and we need to hit
some free throws.”
Shabazz   8 14 15 19 56
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 10 14 13 10 47

FERRANTE TECHS, AJ WATSON PINS

Raider Matmen Crunch
Kearny Kardinals, 57-18

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Expecting a rather easy match, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
wrestling team was not concerned
with three of its starters being out of
the line up and crushed visiting
Kearny, 57-18, on December 17. The
1-0 Raiders got some fine perfor-
mances from several wrestlers who
filled the weight classes vacated by
some of last year’s superstars.

First-year varsity wrestlers Alan
Nassini at 171-lbs and John Loomis
at 215-lbs each recorded falls to put
the Raiders in front, 12-3. Nassini
pinned his opponent in 5:13 using an
underhook and a half nelson and
Loomis reversed Joe DosSantos and
flattened him with a half nelson and
body press in 4:22.

Veteran Marc Fabiano got a brief

warm up at heavyweight by decking
Lou Perez with a double front grape-
vine and a head smother in 1:05 and
103-lb Raider Gary Schardien, after
leading 10-2, pinned Phil Cruz in
2:31 with a half nelson. Sophomore
Sal Gano practiced a series of duck
under takedowns and a variety of tilts
to gain a 21-6 technical fall in 2:26
over 119-lb Chris Osborne to give the
Raiders a 29-6 lead.

Ricky Olsson, who got some var-
sity action last year, punished 125-lb
Don Plaugit with a 15-0 technical fall
in 3:57 using a variety of single grape-
vines with arm hooks and chin chan-
ceries. Raider Dave DeNichilo, wres-
tling up at 130-lbs, baffled Justin
Ferguson in 1:17 with a straight front
arm bar, sit through maneuver to make
the team score 40-6.

“I grew a few inches this summer.
I am looking to drop to 125 after this
week,” said DeNichilo who also de-
scribed his bout, “I started to do a
little ball-and-chain Turk then I
switched over to an arm bar and

walked it over to his back.”
Using explosiveness, 135-lb

Dakiem Gaines rooted Emilio
Menicicci off his props and planted
him with a front arm bar in 26 sec-
onds. Veteran 145-lb Anthony
Ferrante used three slick duck under
takedowns, leg scissors and single
grapevines to entwine Kyle Stalk with
an 18-3 technical fall in 5:29.

“We have been working hard in
practice so we know we can go three
periods. I just worked all the tilts I
know. It turned out to be good. We
were missing four starters. The people
who filled in the spots stepped up real
well.”

Another veteran, A.J. Watson at
152-lb felt he need not waste time
with Brian Williams, so he put him to
rest in 1:46 to boost the Raiders’ lead
to 57-12.

“He was backing off a little. After I
took him down, I put him in a crab
ride. He reached back. I put him in a
half and stuck him,” explained Watson
who added, “We are learning a lot
different moves now. We did pretty
good even without some of our best
guys.”

The Raider will compete at the
John Goles Tournament in Warren
Hills on December 28.

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
171: — Nassini (S) p. Burtin, 5:13
189: — Joe Bopchev (K) d. Chris Pflaum,
5-0
215: — Loomis (S) p. DosSantos, 4:22
Hwt: — Fabiano (S) p. Perez, 1:05
103: — Schardien (S) p. Cruz, 2:31
112: — Joe Malaquise (K) d. Trevor
Cannon 7-4
119: — Gano (S) tf. Osborne, 21-6, 2:26
125: — Olsson (S) tf. Plaugit, 15-0, 3:57
130: — DeNichilo (S) p. Ferguson, 1:17
135: — Gaines (S) p. Menicicci, 0:26
140: — Marky Garripole (K) p. Joe Sette,
4:18
145: — Ferrante (S) tf. Stalk, 18-3, 5:29
152: — Watson (S) p. Williams, 1:46
160: — Nick Bevola (K) p. Rashawn
Strong, 2:33
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OBEDIENCE- Following all lawful instructions.
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NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE GOLD LEVEL 2003 

Coldwell Banker 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ    

 

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE GOLD LEVEL 2003   

Coupled with unparalleled architectural distinction, this exquisite home returns us to the Gatsby Era with a combination of 
sophistication, warmth and style.  This exceptional 14 room Colonial home sits on almost an acre of one of Westfield’s most prestigious 
streets. Displaying traditional architecture and magnificent appointments, this incomparable residence combines classic detail with 
modern convenience and luxury. The formal rooms create an unforgettable setting for entertaining guests while the informal rooms 
graciously accommodate one’s everyday lifestyle.  Extensive moldings, leaded glass windows, high ceilings, custom built-ins, mahogany 
deck, spa and pool and the three car Garage are only a few of the captivating features that this premier residence has to offer.  This rare 
opportunity awaits a most discerning buyer.                                                                                                         Offered for $2,995,000. 

PREMIER COLONIAL RESIDENCE 

Donate Your Car

Help Can’t Wait
Call: 1-888-999-HELP (4357)

One Call Does It All
Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing

Any Make / Any Model  •  Cars Trucks & Vans

*Some restrictions apply. Advertising supplied by SAS

Westfield / Mountainside Chapter

ran for three TDs, in a 21-0 blotting of
second-seeded Warren Hills in the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
quarterfinals.

Major mental lapses put the Raid-
ers in a 28-7 third-quarter deposit
against West Morris, the eventual sec-
tional champion, but their never quit
attitude resulted in two more TDs to
finalize the scoring at 28-21. The best
was saved to last, however, when the
Raiders got two TD hookups in the
fourth quarter from quarterback Dan
LaForge to wide receiver Sean Smith
to hand powerhouse Elizabeth a 13-
12 defeat on Thanksgiving Day.

“The thing we do preach is never
give up,” said Raider Head Coach Steve
Ciccotelli. “Look at Union! We just
needed five more minutes. West Mor-
ris, same thing! We were not going to
lose games because we gave up.”

LaForge finished the season with 82
completions for 1,151 yards in 161
attempts for a 51 percent average,
which included nine TD passes and
eight interceptions. Although he spread
the wealth among several receivers,
LaForge looked to Smith most when
he needed that flash of lightning to-
ward the goal line. Smith had 19 re-
ceptions for 329 yards and four TDs.

“He’s a good kid, good student,”
Ciccotelli said of Smith. “We knew
from day one that he was athletic.
There’s a couple of games that we

could not have won without him.”
Colin Weber had 25 receptions for

327 yards and one TD and end Mike
DiNizo had 16 receptions for 224
yards and one TD.

Senior halfback Lakiem Lockery
showed plenty of moxie by rushing
991 yards, including eight TDs, on
187 carries despite being injured
nearly the entire season.

“It’s amazing what he did do on
one leg. He tried to get it done. He
would have been one of the best
around,” said Ciccotelli.

Fullback Anthony Curry rushed for
242 yards and one TD on 44 carries
and Stong carried 55 times for 203
yards and four TDs.

Special teams, one third of the game
of football, proved to be a very impor-
tant factor this season. Smith had 12
kickoff returns for 332 yards and one
TD and Lockery had seven returns
for 171 yards. Kicker Mike Baumwoll
hit 25 of 30 extra points and added
one field goal.

The “Wild Dogs” defense proved
vital, especially in their comeback
games. Senior noseguard Marc
Fabiano recorded 28 solo tackles, 41
assisted tackles and 4.5 sacks.

“He’s a kid that you know that he is
going to give you everything he’s got.
He’s a good person, a good student, a
good football player. He’s a guy you
want on your side. We are going to
miss him,” said Ciccotelli.

Linebackers Kevin Urban recorded
48 assisted tackles and 11 solo tackles,
Curry had 28 solo tackles, 36 assisted
tackles and one sack and Nick Giannaci
had 42 assisted and nine solo tackles.
Dan Piccola had 19 solo tackles, 18
assisted tackles, 4.5 sacks and one
fumble recovery. Justis Evans had 10
solos, 28 assisted tackles and 3.5 sacks.
Leroy Anglin had 10 solos and 31
assisted tackles. DiNizo had 28 as-
sisted, 16 solo tackles, one sack and
two fumble recoveries. Weber, who
recorded 17 solo and 14 assisted tack-
les and one fumble recovery, led the
team with five interceptions, includ-
ing one for a TD. Smith had 34 solo
and 26 assisted tackles, a fumble re-
covery and two interceptions, includ-
ing one for a TD. Mat Blasi had an
interception for a TD.

Noting that the Raiders will lose 22
players to graduation, Ciccotelli
looked to next year. “We are reload-
ing. We do have a great bunch of new
kids coming up. Are they raw? Yes!
Are they good? Yes!”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOOD COMBINATION FOR OFFENSIVE GAINS…Raider quarterback Dan
LaForge, No. 17, hands off to halfback Lakiem Lockery, No. 9, in the rivalry game
against host Westfield on September 19.

Tiger Cagers Defeat
Devil Boys, 63-51

The Westfield High School boys
basketball team opened its season
with a 63-51 defeat at the hands of
powerhouse Linden on December 17
in Linden. Michael Henderson sank
17 points to lead the 1-0 Tigers while
teammates Danny Smith and George
Bease each put in 10 points.

Eric Hayes led the Blue Devils
with 17 points and sophomore Mike
Venezia scored 14. Mike Bonard had
nine points, Bryan Power had seven
and Billy Hearon scored four.
Westfield 10 11 10 20 51
Linden 10 12 23 18 63

Devil Hoop Girls Rip
St. Dominic, 79-57

Powered by a strong, talented fresh-
man trio, the Westfield High School
girls crumbled St. Dominic, 79-57, in
Westfield on December 20. Fresh-
man Erin Miller pumped in 33 points
to lead the Blue Devil varsity to it first
victory since the 2002-2003 season.

Miller, who swiped seven steals
and added seven assists, hit 15 points
in the second quarter as the 1-1 Blue
Devils zoomed on a 28-11 run to take
a 45-25 lead at the half. Freshman
Stephanie Slodyczka put up 18 points
and pulled down 20 rebounds. Fresh-
man point guard Gabrielle O’Leary
sank 12 points and had eight assists.
St. Dominic 14 11 14 18 57
Westfield 17 28 16 18 79

Tiger Hoopsters Down
Lady Blue Devils

The Linden High School girls bas-
ketball team had to battle from behind
to defeat a much improved and very
youthful Westfield Blue Devil squad,
53-49, in Westfield on December 17.
Jessica Dixon scored seven of her 13
points in the fourth quarter, including
four free throws in the final minute to
put the Tigers on top.

Blue Devil freshman Erin Miller
led all scorers with 20 points and
freshman Stephanie Slodyzcka buck-
eted 11 points. Junior Christina
Fietkiewicz put up six points, fresh-
man Danielle Infantino sank four and
freshman Gabrielle O’Leary had three
points.
Linden 15   4 13 21 53
Westfield   5 12 15 17 49

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING A TILT…Raider Dave DeNichilo, right, works a wristlock, arm hook
tilting maneuver on Kardinal Justin Ferguson in his 130-lb bout. DeNichilo
pinned Ferguson in 1:17.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONCENTRATING ON THE FREE THROW…Raider Maura Gillooly concen-
trates on her free throw in the game against Shabazz. Gillooly finished with 14
points.


