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Like almost everything else, Christ-
mas used to be a lot simpler. Buy some
gifts, stuff them under the tree in the
dining room and wait for Christmas
morning. Our house on Embree Cres-
cent was always warm and toasty (ex-
cept for the small openings under the
windows in my room) and there was
always the wonder of what would be
in the brightly colored boxes. And the
holiday cookies, and the great cream
cheese dip our mom used to make,
which always tasted better with Fritos
than the celery sticks she’d put it in.

In those days, our house was where
everybody in the family came, so
Christmas was pretty much a “stay at
home” thing. But usually by noon I’d
be antsy and on the way to Franklin
School to play some hoops with the
Crampton brothers and Jay Jones, or
whoever showed up.

Nowadays, well, it’s different.
There’s a zillion presents to buy for
everybody’s kids, and a zillion cards
to be opened, or bought, written,
stamped, licked and sent. And there
never seems to be enough time. Christ-
mas day is a non-stop house-to-house
visitation, usually capped (almost
thankfully) by having to work at night.

But Christmas, whether hectic or
peaceful, is still among the great times
of the year. It’s cold outside (hope-
fully with several inches of beautiful
snow on the ground) and the Christ-
mas music on the radio or in the stores
is always cool to hear. And if we’re
lucky enough to run into old friends,
it’s even doubly good. There are quite
a few old friends who I will never get
to see again, guys like Pat Papaccio,
Al Pfeiffer, Jim Harcourt, Ray
DeGraw, Claire Yatcilla, Mary Tyler
and many others who have passed on.
But then there’s always the chance
I’ll stop into some pub and bump into
Joe (The Mailman) Wheatley, Charlie
(The Scorekeeper) Hansen, Bert
Papaccio, Joe Della Badia, Dave
Yatcilla, Glen Kehler, Bobby or Bruce
Jester or maybe Jeff Gilbert, and the
talk will start about the Franklin
Bowlers, the Steelers, the Phillies or
the summer league (now travel) base-
ball teams or WHS sports.

Westfield is a different town now
than I remember, with a Sam Goody’s
instead of the Music Staff, and a
Banana Republic and a Starbucks,
etc. It’s seems nobody walks to school
anymore, they all have cars. Nobody
plays ball at the school playgrounds,
they’re too busy with their comput-
ers, cell phones and video games, or
their year-round club/travel teams.
For Christmas, I hope to get the Tho-
mas Wolfe book and read about
whether or not you really can ever go

home again. But either way, nobody
can take away the memories of those
Christmas mornings of long ago.

50 YEARS AGO
The 1954-55 basketball season was

a very good one for third-year coach
John Lay. The Blue Devils went 16-6
and got excellent play from Dick
Mootz, who led the team in points
(308), rebounds (298) and scoring
average (14.0). Captains Bob Ericsson
(13.1) and Don Feeley (11.8) were
solid, and star pitcher Bob List (8.9)
and Les Shoemaker (6.1) rounded
out the starters.

In the Union County Tournament,
WHS beat Scotch Plains-Fanwood 69-
59 in the first round before falling to St.
Patrick of Elizabeth 61-58. In the state
tourney, WHS beat Caldwell 58-43
before being ousted by Linden 62-52.

TRIVIA QUESTION
What year did Westfield win its last

district wrestling championship?
NOBODY ASKED, BUT…

The voters of Westfield approved
the bond referendum to fund con-
struction of a new artificial turf field
for Recreation Field at Kehler Sta-
dium by 75 votes. That would be
good news if there had only been 75
voters. But it turns out it was 51
percent of the voters in favor, 49
percent against.

That’s 49 percent voting against
providing the youth of Westfield with
an outstanding field on which to play
football, soccer, field hockey and la-
crosse, plus replacement of the old
running track. That’s 49 percent who
can’t find $18 a year extra out of their
pockets (or 34 cents a week, or less
than a nickel a day) for our athletes.
Those people in the 49 percent should
sell their million dollar houses and
move to retirement villages in Florida,
or Ocean County.

How many of the 49 percent were
among those voters back in 1958 who
voted out of the school budget the
money (approximately $125,000) for
a new swimming pool. That was one
year after construction had begun –
where the boys gym was on Trinity
Place, later the wrestling room and
weight room – on a new pool for the
state championship swim team. Now
47 years later, the WHS boys (20 state
championships) and girls (nine state
titles) swim teams are the winningest
in New Jersey history, yet still have
no pool of their own. (Elizabeth and
Plainfield high schools have their own
pools.)

ONE FOR THE GIRLS
Most years, when Westfield and

Scotch Plains-Fanwood meet in the
pool, it’s the boys meet that’s the
day’s highlight. Not so last Wednes-

day. In what figured to be a close
meet, the WHS and SP-F girls swam
one of the most exciting meets ever
held at the Wallace Pool. Several
events were decided by as little as .01
of a second, and the meet came down
to the final event with WHS leading
by an 81-75 margin. WHS needed
second and third in the 400-freestyle
relay for the win, or just a second for
a tie; SP-F needed first and third for a
tie, first and second to win. The “A”
relays battled down to the last stroke,
with the Raiders’ Jillian Murphy win-
ning by a touch. All eyes then turned
to mid-pool, where Westfield senior
Amanda Dickson – less than 10 min-
utes after winning the 100 breast-
stroke in a key 1-2 finish with team-
mate Jackie De La Fuente – was pull-
ing ahead by just enough to earn her
relay the decisive third place.

Both teams figure to be swimming
deep into February. Westfield has a
decent shot of ending Vineland’s reign
as Public A champs; Scotch Plains
seems to have enough talent to take it
all in Public B. Those who were there
last Wednesday wouldn’t be surprised.

700 AND COUNTING
On December 14, the WHS boys

became New Jersey’s first swim team
to reach 700 victories, with a 106-64
win over Plainfield. Westfield won
just six of the 11 events, but had more
than enough depth to notch the record
triumph. The team’s first victory was
on February 13, 1934 – 47-28 over
Bloomfield at the Montclair YMCA.
That was under coach Walter Pattee.

Other milestones along the way:
Win No. 100 (1951-52 season under
coach Ed Allen), No. 200 (1961-62,
coach Walt Clarkson), No. 300 (1971-
72, coach Chuck Gantner), No. 400
(1981-82, coach Perry Coultas), No.
500 (1989-90, coach Chris McGiffin),
No. 600 (1996-97, co-coaches Bruce
Johnson and George Kapner).

There are only seven New Jersey
teams with 500 swim wins: Westfield
(700-214-3), Moorestown (685-180-
1), Cherry Hill West (603-128-3),
Pingry (552-272-5), Lawrenceville
(535-243-1), Seton Hall Prep (532-
107) and Cherry Hill East (511-54).
For those wondering, St. Joseph of
Metuchen came into this season with
399 victories.

TRIVIA ANSWER
In 1994, the Blue Devils, despite

having just a 6-7 record in dual meets,
captured the District 11 title. Paul
Hayes, Cory Posey and Paul Baly
won individual titles.

Bruce Johnson’s Devil’s Den ap-
pears every Thursday in the Westfield
Leader. Contact him with comments
or ideas at bj1019@aol.com.

Memories of Christmas Past

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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If you’re thinking of selling…
find out why Burgdorff, ERA 
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Contact a Burgdorff Professional today.
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In Westfield

FANWOOD $339,000 MOUNTAINSIDE $759,900

SCOTCH PLAINS $435,000 WESTFIELD $729,900

Charming Cape Cod in move-in condition offers an updated Eat-In Kitchen,
newer furnace, central air conditioning and appliances.  Also located close to
park, town and transportation.

Spectacular 5 Bedroom, 2.5 bath Custom home situated on picturesque setting
with 3-car garage.  The open floor plan is ideal for comfortable living and in-
door/outdoor entertaining.  Gorgeous hardwood floors, 2 wood-burning fire-
place and finely crafted wood elements throughout compliment this fabulous
home situated on .36 acre.  this home is a “must-see”!

Immaculate Colonial features many  updates and amenities.  Also offered in this
wonderful home is central air conditioning, hardwood floors, enclosed porch,
1st floor laundry and fenced, private backyard.

If you like comfort and charm, you’ll love this classic 4 Bedroom Tudor home in

perfect condition.  From the stone fireplace and handsome woodwork to the

updated Eat-In Kitchen, its been well taken care of!  Move right in.

Blue Devils Douse Raiders,
Farmer Swimming Boys

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The 4-0 Westfield High School
boys’ swimming team with the
strength of its talented youth recorded
victories over talent-filled Scotch
Plains-Fanwood and Union. Against
the Raiders, the Blue Devils with
their depth overcame their counter-
parts, 92-78 on December 15
then sank the Farmers, 107-63,
on December 17 in Westfield.

According to Blue Devil boys’
swimming Head Coach Bruce
Johnson things went pretty much
as expected in the meet against
Scotch Plains High School on
December 9 in Westfield.

“This Raider team has devel-
oped a growth program that could
win the state title in the Public B
Division. They were that good
against us and we’re one of the
two or three best Public A.”

Raider highlights included
Dave Hauptman who touched
first in the 50-yard freestyle with
a time of 23.04. Hauptman later
swam a great race in the 100-
yard freestyle to earn the victory
in 50.92. In the 100-butterfly, it
was Mike Sheffield who touched
first with a time of 55.33.

Blue Devils Brandon Cuba, Dan
Chabanov, P.J. Harley and Pat Daurio
finished first in 1:38.05 to win the
200-yard medley. Chabanov, Cuba
and Harley then teamed up with Luke
Baron to win the 400-freestyle relay
in 3:43.66. Winning the 200-medley
relay were Kyle Murray, Daurio,
Baran and Cuba with a time of 1:47.36.

Chabonov grabbed first in the 200-
yard freestyle at 2:00.08, Harley
touched first in the 500-freestyle with
a time of 5:12.92 then captured the
200-Individual Medley (IM) at

2:12.42. Daurio finished first in the
100-breaststroke at 1:04.64 and Baran
touched first in the 100-yard back-
stroke with a time of 1:01.52.

The Blue Devil captured first in
eight of 11 events against the Farmers.
In the 200-medley relay, Baran, Mike
Burns, Cuba and Daurio swam to vic-
tory with a time of 2:12.2. In the 200-

freestyle, Harley finished first in
1:57.18. Cuba got back in the water to
touch first in the 200 Individual Med-
ley (IM) in 2:25.86. Baron touched
first in the 100-yard butterfly in 1:00.30
with Daurio touching first in the 500-
freestyle with a time of 5:27.14.

Baron, Cuba, Colin Sullivan and
anchorman Greg Blanton dominated
the 200-freestyle relay and finished
in 1:42.06. Chabanov stroked to vic-
tory in the 100-backstroke with a
time of 1:02.48 and the foursome of
Brian Lee, Robert Whitehead, Phil

Anton and Greg Blanton made their
mark with a strong victory in the 400-
freestyle relay with a time of 4:01.81.

“I think this years’ team is going to
have to pull from our younger guys.
We have a lot of holes to fill in the
lineup and it’s not going to be a pretty
win-loss record as it has been in past
years,” said coach Johnson.

“All three of us have to lead
by teaching and continuing to
uphold the tradition of Westfield
swimming,” said Tri-Captain
Dan Chabanov. “It’s a tremen-
dous tradition that started in the
30’s; the 700th win, the 20th
state title, the county streak, all
of that and we teach them that.
We have graduated swimmers
and captains from past teams
coming to our meets to help
with the hard work and main-
tain the pride in being a
Westfield swimmer.”

Coach Johnson feels that his
team has been swimming okay
although nothing great. “We
have Bridgewater coming up;
that will be a very hard one
followed by East Brunswick be-
fore Christmas. Then we get to
be serious two weeks after those
meets. It will decide whether

we will be will be state champions or
not, so we’ll see what happens.”

(Boys) Westfield 92, SP-F 78
50 free: Dave Hauptman (SPF) 23.04
100 free: D. Hauptman (SPF) 50.92
200 free: Dan Chabanov (W) 2:00.08
500 free: P.J. Harley (W) 5:12.92
100 breast: Pat Daurio (W) 14.64
100 fly: Mike Sheffield (SPF) 55.33
100 back: Luke Baran (W) 1:01.52
200 IM: P.J. Harley (W) 2:12.42
200 free relay: W (Brandon Cuba,
Chabanov, Harley, Daurio) 1:38.05
400 free relay: W (Chabanov, Baron,
Cuba, Harley) 3:43.66
200 medley relay: W (Kyle Murray,
Daurio, Baron, Cuba) 1:47.36

LOCKERY HAD 8 TDs; LAFORGE, 3 RUSHING, 9 PASSING

Raider Gridders Never Quit,
Had Impressive Come Backs

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There is more than meets the eye
when considering that the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School foot-
ball team finished its season with a 6-
5 record. One consideration would be
that eight of the Raiders’ opponents
qualified for the state playoffs and the
other consideration would be that,
because of their never quit attitude,
the Raiders pulled off three impres-

sive come-from-behind victories over
highly touted teams.

After beginning the season with a
merciful, 41-6, victory over East Side
and a 27-0 rout of Westfield, fortune
shifted drastically when the Raiders
went on a three-game slide, losing to
Irvington, Cranford and Shabazz, re-
spectively. After defeating Passaic Val-
ley the following week, the Raiders
pulled off an impressive, 23-10 come-
from-behind victory over a strong Lin-

den team to clinch a playoff berth.
Entering the Union game with a 4-

3 record, the Raiders went brain dead
in the first half and found themselves
down, 27-0, late in the third quarter
before coming back strongly with
three long touchdown (TD) drives
and an onside kick to fall just short,
27-20. Next came spectacular perfor-
mances by the “Wild Dog” defense
and halfback Rashawn Strong, who

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VICTOR IN THE BACKSTROKE…Blue Devil Dan
Chabanov won the 100-backstroke event against Union.


