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Courtesy at Community Events
Enriches Experience For All

First Congregational Posts
Christmas Service Times

WESTFIELD — The First Con-
gregational Church of Westfield, lo-
cated at 125 Elmer Street, will hold
Christmas Eve services tomorrow, Fri-
day, December 24, at 5 and 10 p.m. in
the sanctuary.

At 5 p.m., the church school will
present its annual Nativity pageant.
This year’s pageant, entitled “Night
of the Stars,” is a newly-staged retell-
ing of the Christmas story that com-
bines scripture and carol singing with
a modern narrative.

A traditional candlelight service of

lessons and carols will be held at 10
p.m., with music by Mendelssohn,
Holst, Adam, Handel and Rutter.

On Sunday, December 26, the
church will offer a family worship
service. A crib room is provided for
children age two and under.

The First Congregational Church
is a member of the United Church of
Christ. It is equipped with a wheel-
chair ramp and an infrared listening
system for the hearing impaired. For
further information, please call the
church office at (908) 233-2494.

By REV. DEE DEE TURLINGTON

’Tis the season of holidays — and
of holiday concerts and plays. I have
noticed in recent years a strange, and
sad, diminishing of an awareness of
the communal nature of public events,
and of the courtesy they demand.

It is most noticeable to me at wed-
dings, where every Cousin Sam and
Aunt Betty fancy themselves the fam-
ily historian and try to record on film
every moment of the ceremony. Left
to their own devices, they would be
moving around looking for an artistic
angle during the readings and flash-
ing lights in the bride’s eyes during
the vows. I don’t allow it.

Photographers, professional and
otherwise, may shoot away during
the processional and recessional. But
once the formal ceremony begins, I
protect its sacred character by requir-
ing everyone to be still and allowing
no one to use flash cameras. It works!

I suggest something similar for the
public events when our children per-
form for audiences. It may not be
sacred, but it is special, and it is a
community event. Even if your child
is the star or has a solo, the program
is not designed to showcase him or
her. It is designed to let the young
people apply some of the things they

have learned and to entertain the au-
dience, all the audience.

That means: no one should be talk-
ing while the show is going on. No
one should be slinking down the aisle
to get a flash photo from the front
while his or her family member is
performing. No one should be shuf-
fling papers, unwrapping film (or
candy), answering cell phones or
beepers, or whispering behind their
hand.

You really cannot do any of these
things quietly and discreetly; you
WILL disturb someone and interfere
with the purpose of the gathering.
Instead, take advantage of before and
after to pose pictures and chat. It
extends the fun!

So I offer this holiday gift to you:
tips on how to win friends and influ-
ence people. Simply put it in your
brain that you are one of many at a
public or family celebration, and act
in accordance with that awareness.
Be sensitive to the communal nature
of a community event, and protect its
meaning for all involved. And have a
happy holiday.

* * * * * * *
Reverend Turlington is Senior Pas-

tor of the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.

‘Introduction to Judaism’
To Begin at Synagogue

Defensive Driving Courses
Scheduled at Area Temple

Wisdom’s Light Ministry
Announces New Sessions

WESTFIELD – The public is in-
vited to a discussion of how the Bible
and science are compatible on Tues-
day, January 25, at 7:30 p.m. It will
take place in the Coe Fellowship Hall
of the First Congregational Church of
Westfield, located at 125 Elmer Street.

This discussion is a ministry of
Wisdom’s Light on the positive dia-
logue between religion and science.
It is founded on the notion that both
science and religion are gifts from
God and express God’s love for cre-
ation in two different ways.

Participants will explore ideas con-
tained in the book “The Science of
God.” Author Gerald L. Schroeder, a
physicist and Biblical scholar, dem-
onstrates parallels between various
Biblical teachings and the findings of
biochemists, paleontologists, astro-
physicists and quantum physicists.
He argues that not only are science
and the Bible compatible, but they

are actually interdependent.
Attendees will look at Genesis and

the Big Bang, engaging the author’s
“findings” in a give and take discus-
sion of faith and the contemporary
understanding of nature. Discussions
surrounding Mr. Schroeder’s book
will continue on subsequent Tues-
days, February 22 and April 26, also
at 7:30 p.m., at the First Congrega-
tional Church of Westfield.

These sessions will give partici-
pants a chance to look closely at the
Bible, particularly the Hebrew scrip-
tures, and through these texts see the
world of science. The Reverend John
Mills, an ordained minister in the
United Church of Christ and the di-
rector of the Wisdom’s Light Minis-
try, will facilitate all the sessions. He
may be reached at (908) 322-0017.
The schedule and directions to the
church are posted at http://
wislit.home.att.net.

COUNTY – AARP Defensive
Driving courses will be offered at
Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim,
located at 338 Walnut Avenue in
Cranford, on Wednesday and
Thursday, January 5 and 6, 2005.
They will take place from 6 to 10
p.m. each day.

This eight-hour refresher course
is designed for adult drivers to help
them assess and refine their exist-
ing driving skills and learn about
age-related changes that may af-
fect their driving.

Graduates of the course will re-
ceive a “Certificate of Completion”
entitling them to a 5 percent dis-
count on the major portion of their
automobile insurance premiums for
three consecutive years. Two vio-
lation points also will be deducted
from their Motor Vehicle Record,
if applicable.

The course will be given in two

sessions. Each session will start on
time and last approximately four
hours. Participants must attend both
days to be awarded a certificate of
completion. There will be no writ-
ten tests, and membership in the
AARP is not required.

The cost is $10. Checks should
be made payable to AARP and
brought to the first session. The
class size will be limited to 25
persons on a first-come, first-
served basis.

For further information and/or
to register for this course, please
call Liela Bernstein at (908) 233-
0058, Monday through Thursday,
between 7 and 10 p.m. or email
lielaberns@aol.com.

WESTFIELD – A 16-session course
entitled “Introduction to Judaism” will
be offered on Thursday evenings be-
ginning January 6 at Temple Emanu-El
in Westfield.

Designed to provide a strong foun-
dation in the fundamentals of Judaism,
the course is intended for individuals
who are Jewish by birth, part of an
interfaith couple, or interested in con-
verting to Judaism.

Classes will meet once a week from
7:45 to 9:45 p.m. and are open to temple
members and non-members alike. A
single registration fee includes tuition
and one set of books and materials for
each individual or couple.

Many subjects will be covered, includ-
ing the Jewish calendar, the Sabbath and
other Jewish holidays; Jewish ethics, as
well as Jewish customs and rituals con-
cerning birth, marriage and death. Addi-
tionally, instruction in reading Hebrew
will be incorporated into the course.

While the course is taught from the
Reform Jewish perspective, Conser-

vative and Orthodox viewpoints also
are included.

The course is being sponsored by the
New Jersey West-Hudson Valley Coun-
cil of the Union for Reform Judaism.
For more information about this course,
or to register, please call Jane Young,
Registrar, Introduction to Judaism at
the URJ NJ-WHVC Regional Office,
at (201) 722-9090, extension no. 210.
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Whose birthday
is it, anyway?

We believe the important news at Christmas is
not who comes down the chimney, but who came

down from heaven. We invite you to join us as we
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.

Family Investors Company • 265 South Avenue     • Fanwood, New Jersey 07023 • (908) 322-1800

The Presbyterian Church

Corner of East Broad & Mountain Avenue

Christmas Eve Services
5:00 p.m. Family Service

Children’s Pageant and Choirs

8:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.
Candlelight Service with Communion

Chancel and Handbell Choirs

December 26, 10:30 a.m.
Lessons and Carols

Everyone is welcome!

You’re invited to join us for

Christmas Worship

Christmas Eve
6:00 p.m. Family Holy Communion

10:40 p.m. Carol Sing
11:00 p.m. Candlelight Communion

Christmas Day
10:00 a.m. Holy Communion

Redeemer Lutheran Church
Clark at Cowperthwaite Place

(Across from Roosevelt School)
Westfield, NJ
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Music for meditation at 7 

Childcare provided 

 170 Elm Street 
908-233-2278 

www.fbcwestfield.org 

Church Labyrinth Walks
Set to Resume January 2

Baptist Men Schedule
‘Grub With the Guys’
WESTFIELD – Men from the First

Baptist Church of Westfield will meet for
“Grub with the Guys” on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 4, at 6:45 a.m. at the Scotchwood
Diner, located on Route 22, East, in
Scotch Plains. The group is seeking new-
comers and anyone is welcome.

Participants may wear suits or casual
clothes, depending on where they will be
headed afterwards. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 233-2278 or e-mail
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

ENJOYING A VISIT…Brownie Troop No. 646, with their troop leaders, recently
visited residents of the Second Westfield Senior Citizen Housing. The girls and
seniors played BINGO together and enjoyed some snacks provided by the
Brownies. Additionally, the youngsters made Thanksgiving decorations for each
senior who joined the BINGO get-together. Rose Kushner, right, and Nikki Notar
are pictured above working on a game together.

CRANFORD – The First Pres-
byterian Church of Cranford will
sponsor a series of open Labyrinth
Walks, with the next one sched-
uled for Sunday, January 2, 2005.

All walks will be held in Bates
Hall at the church, located at 11
Springfield Avenue. Everyone is
welcome to participate.

Individuals may walk the Laby-
rinth any time between 1 and 4
p.m., but are asked to begin their
walk by 3:30 p.m. Subsequent
walks will be held the first Sunday
of every month unless otherwise
specified.

Additionally, a special New
Year’s Eve Labyrinth Walk will be
held on Friday, December 31, from
10:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. in Bates
Hall. Candlelight, music and ritual
will contribute to the sacred expe-
rience. All are welcome to partici-
pate.

Walking the Labyrinth is an an-
cient spiritual practice of prayer
and meditation. The 11-ringed pat-

tern painted on canvas is modeled
after the 13th century Labyrinth at
Chartres Cathedral in France.

During Medieval times, walk-
ing the Labyrinth symbolized the
Christian pilgrimage to Jerusa-
lem for those who could not per-
sonally make the journey. For
more information about the Laby-
rinth program or future walks,
please call the church at (908)
276-8440.

St. John’s Baptist Sets
Services For Holidays
SCOTCH PLAINS – St. John’s

Baptist Church, located at 2387
Morse Avenue in Scotch Plains,
will hold its Christmas Eve service
tomorrow, Friday, December 24, at
11:15 p.m.

On Sunday, December 26, the
Sunday School Christmas program
will begin at 8:15 a.m. and be fol-
lowed by a Christmas special wor-
ship service at 10 a.m.

Pastor Dr. Kelmo Porter, Jr. and
the congregation will welcome in
the new year at the annual Watch
Night service on Friday, Decem-
ber 31, at 10 p.m.

The public is invited to partici-
pate in all activities. For more in-
formation, please call (908) 232-
6972.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

First Congregational Church
125 Elmer Street, Westfield

(a member of the United Church of Christ)

Sunday, December 26
Family Worship Service, 10:00 am

Celebrate the Christmas Season at

Visitors are always welcome!
For further information on membership & activities,

please call (908) 233-2494 or visit our website at
www.westfieldnj.com/fcc

Friday, December 24
Christmas Eve

Children’s Pageant, 5:00 pm
Candlelight Service of lessons and carols, 10:00 pm


