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Diction Deception

I Tried to be Careful Mr. Jones;
Thank You Santa For Understanding

When I was a young boy, admittedly a long time
ago, Christmastime was a time of great joy, wonder-
ment, warmth and merriment. True, Santa Claus was
on my mind. I thought I’d been good most of the year
and that Santa would be good to me.

He’d understand that when I broke Mr. Jones’
window with the foul ball, that it was an accident. I
was sure Santa would also understand that when we
heard the shattering glass, there was a moment of
panic. Yes, we all ran and even thought we’d get
away with it – undiscovered.

Our mothers knew about that broken window
before we ever got home. A stern lecture and direct
orders to go over to Mr. Jones and confess that I did
it – that’s what I got. Mr. Jones tried to be very stern
and asked if I’d rake and weed his garden to help pay
for it. I did. He then thanked me for owning up and
asked that I be more careful next time. I think he even
smiled, now that I look back on it.

It must have been the right thing to do because
Santa did get me the Lionel train that I had so longed
for. And next year I got the red Western Flyer bicycle.

Christmas then was also such a happy time of the
year – everyone smiled and wished all a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year. For a moment, at
least, there was “Peace on Earth and Goodwill
Towards Men.”

I didn’t understand political correctness back then.
The only thing I believed was that Merry Christmas was
the warmest possible greeting that one person could
give to another. It was only pure good in the intent.

Well, after all those years, I might have broken a
few other windows since – but I always owned up. I
tried to be careful, Mr. Jones. And thank you, Santa,
for understanding.

I still think it’s okay to say, “Merry Christmas.”
In the warmest sense, Merry Christmas, everyone

– and Happy New Year!
Reprinted from December 26, 2002 edition of The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
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It’s Time For the SP-F School Bd.
To Wake Up and Smell The Coffee

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Importuous – Without a port or har-

bor
2. Mise – In Old English law, an issue

to be tried
3. Perry – The fermented juice of pears
4. Saxicoline – Living or growing

among the rocks

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

HORARIOUS
1. Enduring for only an hour or two
2. Menacing; frightful
3. Resembling barley
4. Laughable; pathetic

PLOUTER
1. To wade in water with a splashing

noise
2. To whip or thrash
3. To delay; retard
4. To gather and store

SCHELLY
1. A steep slope; an abrupt declivity
2. A whitefish
3. A worthless fellow; a rogue
4. A peculiar bronzelike luster in cer-

tain minerals, often iridescent
HALOPHILOUS

1. Devoted to exercise and good health
2. Fond of storytelling, especially when

stretching the truth
3. Salt-loving, as plants native to salty

soils
4. Fond of rings, jewelry, etc.

I’m a neighbor of Al Muller’s, and I
whole hearty agree with the position that
he stated in his letter to the editor dated
December 12.

When is enough, enough? We taxpay-
ers can’t keep footing the bill for the
Board of Education (BOE) of Scotch
Plains, for benefits that the general soci-
ety doesn’t have. It’s time for the BOE to
wake up and smell the coffee!

Many years ago they were claiming
that they could get better positions in the
business world. I thought then that they
had a point and went along with their
gripes to get better compensation. Now
the shoe is on the other foot; they are
going way overboard in my opinion.

Has the BOE not looked and seen what
is going on in industry today? People all
over are loosing benefits, or having to pay
some, or all of their benefits. We, as
taxpayers, can’t continually be asked to
support these demands for benefits, when
we aren’t also getting the same from our
employers.

If the BOE still thinks that life is better
in outside industry, why aren’t they still
voicing that opinion. No, they realize that
they have better positions now, and a
captive audience in the taxpayer, and are
all too willing to push to the extreme.

Karl Grossmann
Scotch Plains

Merry Christmas from Mars

Photos Courtesy of NASA/JPL
HELLO FROM MARS...Westfield High School Graduate George Chen, Flight
Director for the Mars Exploration Rover Program of NASA’s Jet Propulsion
Laboratory, poses with a model of the Mars Rover. As a Christmas card to
Westfield, Mr. Chen sends the Mars landscape photo at the top, dubbed as Burns
Cliff, taken by the Rover on Mars. See letter this page.

For More
Letters to the Editor

See Page 8

Westfield High School Graduate Offers
Special Christmas Greetings From Mars

Editor’s Note: George Chen, a 1982
graduate of Westfield High School and
MER Flight Director with the NASA Jet
Propulsion Laboratory, submitted the
following article.

*****
Merry Christmas from Mars?  Well,

not exactly, but it’s not that much of a
stretch. This year will certainly go down
into the history books as one of the great
years for space exploration, and I have
been very fortunate to be a part of that
great adventure.

question at this time.
As exciting as this was, living on

Mars time has taken its toll on all of us
on the team.  Because the rovers are
solar powered, they “wake up” every
morning when the sun rises on Mars.
All of us on the mission operations team
had to force our sleep-wake schedule
into sync with the rovers’ so that we
would be ready to issue commands to
them as they woke up each morning.

  Because the Martian sol is 40 min-
utes longer than an Earth day, this means

writing, I can almost sense Mr. Eyre
looking over my shoulder, proofread-
ing my writing style and grammar be-
cause even the best, most elegant engi-
neering design is worthless unless one
can effectively communicate it to oth-
ers.  The list of influential teachers and
mentors goes on and on.

Although my parents have now
moved to Princeton, I still consider
Westfield my hometown, and some of
my best friends still live in the area.
Unfortunately, I don’t get back as often
as I would like.  As it is with old friends
that you don’t get to see regularly, the
holiday season is a reminder to stay in
touch, even if it’s just a Christmas card.

George Chen
Formerly of Westfield

  In January and February of 2004, I
was one of the flight directors on the
NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory team
that landed the two golf-cart sized Mars
Exploration Rovers, christened Spirit
and Opportunity, on the Red Planet.

Since the landings, I have spent most
of the year as a member of the mission
operations team, living vicariously
through the plucky rovers as they rolled
across the dusty Martian landscape,
stopping to take pictures, drill holes in
rocks, and scan for the elemental and
mineralogical composition of the soil
and rocks.

  At the end of every sol — a Martian
day —  we waited anxiously as the
rovers transmitted new images to Earth,
revealing alien terrain that no human
eyes had ever seen before.  Although
designed to last only 90 days and drive
only 600 meters, the rovers are now
approaching a year on Mars.

  Spirit and Opportunity have clocked
over 3.6 and 1.6 kilometers on their
odometers, respectively, and are still
going strong.  The data collected so far
strongly suggest that Mars was not al-
ways the dry, barren landscape that we
see today.  The evidence suggests a
warmer planet drenched in liquid water
sometime in the distant past, an envi-
ronment that could have supported life.
Whether it actually did is still an open

getting up 40 minutes later each morn-
ing and going to sleep 40 minutes later
every night.  This schedule is so confus-
ing many of us wear two wristwatches
to keep track of the dual-planet time
zones, with one of the watches being
specially built to tick on Mars time.

  Needless to say, it is very difficult
to maintain a family or social life when
you live like this.  At times we felt so
isolated from friends and family, we
might as well have been on Mars our-
selves.

For me the journey to Mars began in
Westfield.  I am a product of its won-
derful school system.  As much of an
engineering marvel the rovers are, the
basics skills I needed for landing on
Mars I learned in high school.  Truth be
told, much of engineering consists of
“back of the envelope” calculations.

  We engineers go to the computers
to get the decimal place answers, but
the design starts with pencil, paper, and
a handheld calculator.  For me those
skills were first learned in Dr.
Stoneback’s physics class, where he
taught us how to break down difficult
physics problems into simple, tractable
parts.  Very few disciplines are as fun-
damental to engineering than calculus,
which I first learned from Mr.
Quagliano.

  During my day-to-day technical

Mayor’s Wife Thanks
Students and UNICO
This past Veteran’s Day, nearly 800

students from Edison and Roosevelt In-
termediate Schools volunteered to write
letters to soldiers who are being deployed
overseas from the National Guard Ar-
mory in Westfield.

I would like to thank the dedicated staff
at both schools, and especially the chil-
dren, for their commitment and compas-
sion. These letters will personally touch
the lives of hundreds of soldiers.

Upon hearing about the letter writing
program, Randy Pisane, President of
UNICO, offered their support by contrib-
uting the postage to the mailing of these
800 letters! All the members of UNICO
should be commended for their backing
of this worthwhile endeavor.

The members of the 250th Battalion Fam-
ily Readines Group, whose family mem-
bers will be receiving these letters, greatly
appreciate the outpouring of kindness that
they have seen from our community.

The student letter writing and financial
support from UNICO are examples of
this kindness.

Thank you again to all the staff and
children in our schools and to Randy
Pisane and UNICO for helping to brighten
this holiday season for those who are
sacrificing so much.

Andrea McDermott
Westfield
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In Cartoon Review
Dale Neseman, cartoonist for The

Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times displays on
this page  how he depicted some of
the issues in the community during
the first half of 2004.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail-PO Box 250, Westfield 07091
PO Box 368, Scotch Plains 07076

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
For more information, see

www.goleader.com
www.goleader.com/presskit

www.goleader.com/classifieds
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